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J.  J.  ROUICKIV. 


The  cwtle  of  Albano,  ntuated  at  the  nortli 
wntcrn  extremit)-  of  thv  Venetian  Gulf,  alwut 
haJr-miy  1>ctweeii  Aquilea  aiid  Villa  Franca,  mwi 
one  of  ih*  noblest  private  dwellings  in  Italy.  It 
w  ROW  in  ruins,  but  tlie  relics  wUidi  remain  are 
rafficieiit  to  skow  both  ilii  magniiicent  extent, 
and  llie  proud  style  of  its  arebitecture. 

A  too  stately  habitation  is  a  heavy  tax  u])on  tlte 
owner  of  it;  while  it  escites  tbe  pride  of  p»in]i, 
it  rxhauats  the  means  of  suslaining  it,  and  it 
ftometiniett  huppeiis  that  tlie  straightened  heir  is 
obliged  to  suhtnil,  within  itJi  loft)-  chambers,  to 
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rmbarnimmcnts  and  priiiiitions  whldi  l»e  woitM 
Wve  Dfvrr  known,  IumI  Lis  paternal  halls  be«ii 
burnt  to  the  ground  before  he  saw  the  light 

Hii'oduro,  the  seventh  Count  d' Albaiio,  who  vas 
in  po6»wstoii  of  the  splendid  cantle  of  liU  fore- 
btlien  at  the  time  thu  narrative  coinmcnivtt,  felt 
diis  inoonvenienee  strongly.  So  tnaiiy  retainers 
fed  at  tiis  table,  and  so  many  more  were  matn- 
tuined  from  his  buttery,  tliat  lib  renU  and  r«- 
teniieA  often  fell  sliort  of  hu  wants. 

It  di<I  not,  however,  occur  to  him,  lliat  the  <lb- 
nbnl  of  half  thiit  UHolraH  numlwr  nii^ht  relieve 
him  fratn  hln  embvrasnnent ;  he  thought  but  of 
iIh-  ineani  by  wliicb  his  little  son  eoutd  maintain 
1K>  many.  lUMt.  m  was  usual  in  sueb  ctwes,  die 
only  plan  Mbith  suggetittil  it.«elf,  w»  llie  oblain- 
ing  n  woftliby  marringe  for  him,  and  consigning 
bio  only  Htnler  to  the  cUuMter. 

U^^it  M  ill*  nec«mity  eertajnly  wiw  fi>r  some 
inch  mnwiires,  the  Coimt  d*Albano,  whil4<  deef>ly 
intmt  upon  pntling  litem  in  pmctiee,  wtM  too 
pro(N)  to  oonfrm,  oren  to  ldin«el(  that  it  wim 
hb  pcKtty  which  drove  him  to  do  «o;  nor  were 
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?««atin^  f^ooA  and  plaosibfe  reasoofi  wher^^ 
n>  penuMle  bimfieU'  oiid  otiiers,  that  be  was  sctu> 
laed  by  nuhler  tnoth'C*.  Tliat  (be  bigb  born 
Count  d'Albano  Hhould  Reek  a  milablc  aUJaoce 
im  hk  BBa,  cwukl  excite  ndther  SDrpriac  nor 
name  in  nny  oms  and  that  w»  piotM  a  catlmlic 
ihndd  denre  to  dedicate  •  dtild  to  tfa«  diureli, 
wm  etpa&f  natoral  nut)  laudable.  The  var'wuti 
liiiaiailiiii  i  ii  wldcb  an»e  rrom  the  proKi^iitiwi 
rf  oee  of  these  Kbeiae««  and  the  uhimaie  result 
t(  it,   wiD   form   tlie  subject  of  tbe  (oVomag 


On  tbc  l&tb  of  Jane  1575,  the  day  on  wliicli 
ooT  nary  i>cgin5,  ewry  thing  ui  the  CMtIc 
d'ADnna  annoinioed  the  brntb*  of  preparation 
fiv  anae  important  event.  From  the  viutely 
Coat  himM-lf,  iwnii^  his  command*  fntm  tlie 
laQ  «f  BMBmce,  wherein  he  <lelighb'd  to  keep 
UiMBlr,  to  the  little  Uckey  bor,  whode  buninMi  it 
■Mtoobej' every  menial  in  the  estab&hroent,  all, 
<rilfc  aae  single  exception,  «rere  actirely  en^^j^d 
hnrpittng  forthcBiriml  of  Genddiuc  d'Albano. 
of  ooe  of  tlie  wealthiest  convents  of 
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female  Dominicann  in  Italy,  and  tustor  to  the 
present  Count 

Twenty  years  before,  slie  luui  left  Iier  fitllter's 
tastic  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  to  commeiicv  Iter 
noviciate  in  die  convent  of  Sant'  Catlieritta'a,  near 
Aneoaa.  At  lier  own  eameol  request,  tlte  levual 
]>f  riod  of  probation  was  curtailed,  and  she  took 
tlie  veil  witliin  a  year  after  lier  etiterinfi;  tlie 
eloMKr. 

From  tlial  period  to  the  present,  her  life  had 
been  marked  by  devotion  w  profound,  and  zeal 
HO  unihri  liking,  iluit  her  fame  bad  gradually 
^read  itself  over  liie  whole  Christian  world. 

Oh  the  demise  of  the  AbbeM  of  f>ant'  Catlie- 
rina's,  Gertddine  d'Albsno,  though  oidy  (lurty- 
two  yean  of  age,  was  appointed  to  replace  her ; 
and  her  youtti  was  »ooo  for^lten  in  the  strict 
discipline,  tlie  uD<leviating  iaiictity,  luid  absolute 
Authority  of  her  rule. 

So  great  vaa  llie  repulalian  whirh  thU  extn- 
ordinnry  woman  obnuiied  in  the  chnreli,  tlml  few 
cliapters  of  high  iin|>urti)nce  wen'  held  in  any 
|nrt  of  Italy,  to  which  khe  wva  not  inviUil;  but 
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was  rarely  that  slie  did  more  than  offer  h*-r 
prayers  ior  the  Catholic  purity  lutd  wisdoni  uf 
their  decUioiM;  three  timM,  however,  sliv  Imtl 
quitted  her  coDvent  to  assist  at  chapters,  wlivrciii 
siFairs  of  extenstre  and  important  interest  to  the 
church  were  discussed,  and  each  time  she  had 
swayed  tlie  ju^meut  of  her  coadjutors  in  u 
manner  w>  remarkable,  as  to  liave  drawn  upon 
her,  in  some  quarters,  tlie  imputation  of  witcli- 
't ;  but  this  only  served  to  exalt  her  bij^her 
in  (he  estimation  of  otliers,  and  her  name  was 
booourcd  at  Rome  as  that  of  one  of  the  brightest 
ornaments  of  her  !«cre<l  profcsnian. 

Lady  Juliet  d'Allieuio,  the  youn^  niece  of  tlii« 
celebrated  lady,  wm  tlie  only  |>enoii  in  the 
castle  who  shiired  not  the  pride  and  pleasure 
which  her  i-xpvctcil  arrival  excited. 

Her  mind  was  indee<liua8tateof  mostpainfu! 
anxiety  rnpecttng  the  object  of  tliU  vUit ;  for 
many  concurrent  circiimsttinces  luul  given  her 
reaaon  to  believe  tltat  her  father  intended  she 
should  return  to  Ancona  with  this  dreaded  aunt, 
and  ber  fears  su^osted  that  tliis  cotdd  only  !><■ 
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witli  a  \"iew  of  her  ulUmatvly  bt-coming  a  mombor 
of  her  community. 

It  would  be  diflicult,  perhaps,  toppreHadrany' 
beaiitifii!  youn^  girl  of  mxu>('ii,  to  whom  Lift 
liud  liitliert*)  oiftTed  no  groatt-r  vexutioii 
mi^lit  ariiw  in  ihe  taming  a.  wild  bird,  or 
ing  a  frolicsome  kid  to  follow  her, — that  happi- 
*  lic^xs  and  goodiitf-ss  were  only  to  be  foinxl  withia 
tliv  Mhi-'ltcr  of  a  convent:  but  with  Juliet  the 
case  was  wone  6titl,  for  b«r  yoimg  heart  had 
been  alrrady  touched  by  tluit  deep,  overwhvlm- 
tag  feeling  of  attachment,  which  must  make  any 
destiny  dreadful,  that  banishes  thv  object  of  it 

Under  tlicso  circumstances,  it  is  scarcely  to  | 
t>v  wondered  at,   if   the  young  Juliet  did  not 
regard  tliese  zealous  preparations  with  any  feci- J 
ing  o(  pleasure. 

"  What  a  tumult  is  hero !"  she  exclaimed,  us 
she  entered  from  a  walk  on  the  ternice  which 
stretched  its  ample  length  along  one  side  of  the 
castle,  "  What  are  they  about  now,  Olive  ?" 

The    waiting-maid  who    followed,    stepped  ■ 
quickly  to  her  side,  and  answered  the  questjou 
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•n  ait  oC  m&re   di-fcrcnce   for  cfce  tloagi 
^^n<  than  for  ihe  Wauiiful  younjf  girl  die 
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<^  Bally  uMAher'.  Hi^ora,  caniwtt  you  mp  tint 
they  at*  bmrinf;  tlie  ^Ideo  eandleitkki  rram 
iki  »lar  in  the  dtapcl,  and  the  flowvts,  and  tke 
dto  Ckrat,  and  Uiv  b«autifal  liuie  Vir^,  and 
dkt  best  embrcndcred  altar-clutli  ?  Cnunot  you 
«B*  tiat  thvy  ■»  carrj-ing'  them  oeroM  di«  hall 
to  the  great  tttair-case  ?" 

Tke  piooa  wuUng-nuud  cr(tsB«d  herself  with- 
Mt  ffiwing,  as  nfae  made  die  cuum^ration. 

'*  I  woodi^  Firiber  Laurence  cbooaea  to  have 
Us  duqwl  JtTipoiJed  thus,"  said  the  young  lady, 
•*  I  pcoiMt  1  think  it  looks  very  like  ncril^." 

•*  You  forget  whnm  il  Ib  done  for,  Signoca,  or 
fbr  eertam  you  would  never  ny  lliat  wicked 
•wd." 

And  again  the  bbick-eyed    danuel  etoMcd 

•*  N'o,  indeed,  Olivc-,  I  do  not  forget,"  re- 
dmed  hrr  lady;  "  I  uHtber  do,  nor  can  forget, 
^•l  mr  lady  abbeaa  anni  comes  here  to-morrow 
B4 
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with  a  view  of  hrr  ultiniatcl)-  becoming  a  member 
of  fat-r  i-otntnunity. 

It  would  Ik  diffiralt,  perhaps,  to  persuade  any 
bratitiful  young  girl  of  sixteen,  to  whom  life 
had  hiUivrto  offered  do  greater  vexadon  than 
might  arise  in  the  taming  a  wild  bird,  or  teach- 
jjig  a  frolicsome  kid  to  follow  her, — that  happi- 
ness and  goodness  wer«  only  to  be  found  within 
the  shelter  of  a  convent :  but  with  Juliet  the 
ease  was  worse  still,  for  her  young  heart  had 
been  already  touched  by  that  deep,  overwhelm- 
ing feeling  of  attachment,  wliich  must  make  any 
dvAtiny  drotulful,  tluit  hnnishea  the  object  of  it. 

Under  Uieae  uircunuitaiiceH,  it  ia  scarcely  to 
be  wondered  at,  if  the  young  Juliet  did  not 
regard  tliese  zeoluiu  preparations  with  any  feel- 
ing of  pkasutv. 

**  What  a  tumult  i»  here !"  she  exclaimed,  m 
•he  entered  from  a  walk  on  the  terrace  which 
■trctcbvd  its  ample  length  along  one  side  of  the 
cattle,  "  What  are  they  about  now,  Olire  ?" 

The  waiting-maid  who  followed,  stepped 
qnickly  to  her  ude,  and  lunweretl  ttie  question 
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witii  ui  air  of  more  dcfcntuK)  Tor  the  thing* 
^Mken  of,  than  for  the  beautifu]  young  ^ri  •)» 
addrcaacd. 

"  Holy  motlter !  ^gnflni,  cnniiot  you  we  ihal 
they  are  bearing  the  golden  candUaddoi  from 
the  altar  in  the  chapel,  and  the  flowen,  and  ihti 
silver  Christ,  and  the  be«utiful  little  Virgin,  and 
the  be»t  embroidered  altar-cloth  ?  Cannot  yoii 
tee  that  they  aro  carr)-iog  them  acrow  the  hall 
to  the  great  stair-case  ?" 

The  pioiu  woitiiig-niaid  crossed  herself  will)- 
oat  cCMing,  as  she  made  the  enumenitioR. 

**  1  wonder  Father  Laurence  chooses  to  have 
kii  chapel  despoiled  thus,"  said  the  young  lady, 
"  I  pTOteM  I  tltink  it  lookn  very  like  sacrilege." 
"  You  forgit  vrhom  it  is  done  for,  StguotB,  oi 
for  certain  you  would  never  wy  that  widteil 
word." 

And  again  tlwr  btack-eyed  daiRMl  eroated 
hvnv\L 

"  No,  inderd,  Olive,  I  do  not  forget,"  re- 
turned her  ladyi  "  I  neither  do,  nor  am  fotget, 
that  my  lady  abheM  aunt  comc«  here  to-morrow 
U4 
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— I  Bupposfi  all  these  lioly  things  are  for  her 
duunbcr  ?" 

"  Yw,  Signora — that  w,  not  exaclly  for  her 
chamber,  but  for  her  oratory." 

'*  And  our  pretty  chnpvl  ?  Pray,  is  she  never 
to  enter  the  chapel,  Olivi- '!  Methiiiks  the  strip- 
ping that  of  all  its  ornainciittt,  is  a  strange  way 
of  preparing  for  »o  holy  a  ludy." 

"  Sanla  madrc  de  Uio !  to  hear  you  talk,  Sig- 
nora, as  if  Father  Laurence  would  foi^t  the 
chapel !  Good  pious  man !  1  am  sure  he  has 
been  labouring  with  all  his  might  to  make  it  fifty 
times  more  beautiful  than  ever." 

"  And  how  has  he  ooutrivcd  to  do  it,  Olive, 
after  all  tlie  best  lltii^  have  liecti  carrii-il  away '!" 

"  la  il  possible,  Signora,  that  y<Ht  luive  never 
hrard  of  all  tlic  beautiful  glorin  we  have  bor- 
rowed from  the  chureh  of  the  Kaiita  Crocc  ?" 

**  No,  iudeed,"  replied  I^ly  Juliet,  witl>  an 
iib»i-nt  air ;  "  I  know  nothing  about  iu" 

"  They  are  all  to  be  put  up  for  ve*per«  to- 
i^jlit,  Signora. — Good  Fudicr  Laurence  told  me 
bD  hia  plana,  and  he  took  mo  himself  thu  mom- 
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'  gee  wbere  the  lioly  Lidy'»  oratory  is  to  Jh-. 

iy  what  we  uaeil  to  nit  the  eit»t  cloiH-t, 

Ftlte  stace  cluuntier,  but  you  will  Dot  know 

It  again,  when   it  is   nil  fiiiiMhed.     I  will  Hsh 

FBther  Laurence  to  let  you  look  at  it*  Signoni, 

when  it  is  quite  complete." 

"  It  »haU  not  need,  Olive.  When  the  apart- 
mts  are  prepared,  I  shall  inspect  tbein." 
Apparently  but  little  daunted  by  the  liaughty 
tone  in  which  these  hist  worda  were  spoken,  llie 
Btppant  Abigail  continued  to  prattle  forth  her 
obserrations  and  intelligence,  aa  she  followed 
her  lady,  wlio  now  moved  on  through  the  liall. 

Lady  Juliet  opened  the  door  of  a  saloon, 
which  had  been  hitherto  almost  entirely  appro- 
priated lo  ber  use.  lu  ample  oriet  window* 
gave  it  an  air  of  peculiar  eheerf ulnew ;  aiwl  !t 
w&a  here  that  slie  best  loved  to  pumue  her 
i>ccu]>attoii» :  but  on  now  entering  it,  she  wuh 
struck  by  a  general  cliaiige  in  tlie  appearance  of 
the  rotna,  the  absence  of  many  articles  she  bad 
left  tlicre  the  night  before,  and  tlie  introduc- 
tion of  several  others. 
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**  Htm*  is  this,  Olive  ?  Surely  my  own  parlour 
might  liavc  Iweii  left  utitotichc<i.  Wht-rc  is  my 
cithern ?—<Ln(l  the  volume  I  v^s  reading? — and 
my  embroidery? — tills  is  mora  Like  dvKoktion, 
tliui  pre|innttion." 

" 'Hic  »ttititA  guide  iM,  Slgnom!  It  is  reftlly 
n  w-oiuler  to  liear  you  <t]>«ik  in  tluit  maimer. 
There  b  nobody  else  in  the  castle,  from  the 
liiirhmt  to  the  l«vre«t,  but  would  willingly  huve 
every  thing  belonging  to  iht^m  turned  K>]wy-turvy, 
only  for  leave  to  look  uiwn  the  Abbv«8,  and  thut, 
even  on  thdr  b«re  kneeM;  yet  you,  wlio  i  dare 
wiy  will  be  iiermitteil  to  sit  down  in  her  presence, 
•eeing  kIic  i»  own  kiMer  to  my  lord  tlie  C'ount, 
you  *rein  to  do  nothing  but  comphiin,  beenuse 
some  «f  your  worldly  thing*  are  put  out  of  the 
way,  to  make  room  for  her  bearenly  ones  f" 

'*  I  would  hnvc  all  tuitable  prepanttion  made 
far  the  Bixival  of  my  auiitt — but  there  can  be 
no  ocouion  to  derange  my  uttiog-room  for  that 
pur|Kii»." 

"  May  the  holy  rtrgln  forgive  you,  Stgnom ! 
Shall  i  tell  I'ather  Laurence  wliat  you  uy  ? — 


Fa 
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dear  good  nuui  f  I  bcUere  be  would  cry  for  vi>x- 
atun." 

Liuly  Juliot  nittda  no  reply,  but  placing  hvr 
veil  and  gloves  la  the  baniU  of  her  nltciidant. 
advanced  iubi  Uie  room,  uud  hIooiI  giuciiig  at  tlie 
altered  ^peamice  it  preMnt«d.  Tbon  turning 
to  Iter  maid,  wlio  wai  nill  atuiuiing  at  tbe  door, 
ahe  bade  her  tend  Iwr  pog*. 

Hie  girl  dc{iart4»l,  and  Juliet  Menlcd  btractf  at 
of  the  large  wiiidow-s.  It  vnts  tiic  view  from 
this  window,  wbich  beyond  any  otlHT  circum- 
iUUice,  bad  first  occnsjaiie<l  Iter  preforeiioe  for 
tibi*  apartment ;  and,  iti  tratb,  Italy  borself 
could  bardly  luive  funiisbcd  a  lov<-lier  Uindscnpi'. 
Tbere  were  blue  inouiiudut)  for  tlie  bac^ 
gTOOiMi,  and,  nearer  tlie  eye,  flowery  Hplan4l 
IHMturca,  utretcbiiig  out  to  a  dark  forest  of  oak 
and  cbcanuL 

But  ibc  most  beautiful  poini,  to  tbe  tasu-  of 
Julit't,  was  where  ibe.sea  became  vinible  tlirough 
a  lumw  defile  to  tbe  left.  Tbe  bigh  ground 
oil  wbich  tbe  ctwtle  stood  aunk  tmnicdintely  be- 


yond  tlti>  bouiidury  of  tliv  ^[iiTdf  ii,  to  tlir  level  of 
a  lilUc  tDouiitAin  stream,  whidi,  turning  at  that 
point  almost  ot  right  angles,  continued  its  rapid 
way  towards  the  sea,  between  two  Rterp  banks, 
luftcd  with  lunujnvntlilv  flowering  »lirubs.  Ilie 
cyv  was  Ivd  through  this  beautiful  opciitng, 
mi  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  it  laMetl  u))oii  tht 
bright  b«»om  of  ibc  Adriatic 

(>ii  the  Ember  ki<le  of  tliis  brook,  tlie  ground 
nwe  again,  to  an  elevation  nearly  c(|ual  to  tlial 
of  the  noble  Kite  on  which  tlic  ciutle  otood. 

'live  aea  Is  idwayg  a  ticliglitful  objoct,  iind  the 
iwrtton  of  it  visible  from  tliw  favourite  win<low 
])0«M.>MitHl  the  a«lditii>niil  interest  of  being  fre- 
ijuently  uoiinated  bj'  a  passing  tiail.  The  amal) 
Nea-[>ort  of  Torre  Veccbia  was  situated  at  a 
Hhoit  distance  from  the  castle,  and  though  not  a 
place  of  much  mercantile  importance,  nuuiy 
pawing  vessels  used  its  sheltered  little  harbmir 
and  commodious  Unding-placc,  either  for  the 
sake  of  safety  during  rough  weather,  or  for  tJie 
private  accooiniodation  of  individuals. 
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11  at  Torre  Vocchin,  that  die  ralebrUed 
Abben  of  Saot'  Catkerinu's  was  expoctcil  to 
laml,  within  tlie  next  twenty-four  Iioutv. 

It  might  be  either  witli  the  hope,  or  the  fear, 
uf  aln-ad)-  seeingthe  bark  wliidi  bore  the  Abboi, 
that  Juliet  now  fixed  her  eyes  earneHtly  on  « 
■mall  TMsel  that  had  just  appeared  in  siglii. 
She  would  hare  girea  much  to  distin^iah  the 
colour*  of  the  little  Bag  which  flouted  from  its 
mantr  but  it  wan  impomible. 

While  Khe  wm  Mill  ocvupietl  iti  gaiinj;  u  tlib 
distant  object,  the  door  0]>eiied,ajid  a  boy  enterc<l, 
wlui,  from  liix  Hlataro,  appnircd  not  more  than 
Kven  or  eight  years  of  ugi' ;  but  tliv r«  wax  a  kevn- 
neis  of  intvUi}jrrnci>  in  bis  bri^fiit  blue  eye,  that 
seemed  to  in<!iciitc  lui  iiileilcct  of  older  gniwtli. 
Having  cnrefHlly  stopped  to  elme  agtun  the 
heavy-  door,  which  to  biw  tiny  Itands  wtu  no 
easy  task,  he  spnin^  acroM  the  room,  and 
dropping  on  hi^  knees  before  the  young  Uidy, 
kkstied  her  hands. 

"  You  sent  for  me,  Signora?" 

"  YeS|  I  did,  Morgante;  but  1  fear  the  morn- 
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Ing  Wisk  w  lianlly  over  yet.  Wliat  gai<l  Fatlirr 
LnturetiM  tv  my  Miiaunoiis  V" 

"  He  laid  lib  Iwiut  upon  my  head,  and  said, 
'  Go  l>oy,  go^you  liavc  done  well  t«-day  ;* — 
und  thvii — '  come  hilbor,  Olive,  I  would  »peuk 
witli  you.' " 

Tlic  boy  mimiced  tbe  gooA  Father's  voicCt  in 
a  vny  tlial  brought  an  irreaUtible  smile  to  the 
face  of  his  yoaii^  mistrese — yet  sbe  shook  her 
head,  sitd  vras  aboat  to  elude  lum,  when  he 
exclaiimil,^ 

"And  how  do  you  like  it  all,  Signorai" 

As  he  ii«ke«l  tbe  question,  he  jumped  upon 
bin  feet,  and  skipped  round  the  room,  pointing 
to  all  the  iiino>'ation«i  tlie  npnrtment  extubited. 

"  Is  not  this  i^nuid,  Signora?"  bowiiif;  with 
mimic  reverence  before  a  small  table,  covered 
with  doth  of  gold,  on  which  wb^  laid  a  huge 
volume  of  rich  and  mas.'iive  binding. 

**  And  it  not  tliLs  holy  7"  he  continacd, 
pointing  to  a  frame  which  lay  iMwde  it,  con- 
tabling  tbe  mystic  emblem  of  two  bleetling 
hearla. 
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A  chair  of  state  was  ptaoed  near  iku  table, 
witli  K  velvet  cusliion  on  a  stool  kcfurv  il  Oa 
tltfl  the*  Ultle  Mor^ant«  knelt,  ftn<I  bent  foe- 
*>~iinl,  tut  if  to  kiw  tlic  feet  of  wmc  oa«  iiruted 
there.  Then  making  tlie  sign  of  tltv  cnm,  he 
firoppecl  Iiii  bauds  by  lus  Biden,  ui<l  rvmained 
kneeling  bef<>r«  the  empl)'  chair,  with  a  look  of 
wliitnsic&l  rencratian. 

*^Oul  apoD  thee,  Morgante!"  exclaimed 
Juliet  laughing,  *'  how  am  f  to  frame  my 
features  into  decent  grarity,  if  you  play  thoee 
monkey  tricks  before  roe  ?" 

"  Do  not  fear,  Signora — when  she  is  here  in 
good  earnest,  you  will  only  nocd  to  look  at 
me,  if  you  want  to  learn  how  it  bcbores  a  good 
Catholic  to  behave  in  the  presence  of  a  saint  of 
the  church." 

Juliet  smiled,  but  in  a  moment  checked 
henetf ;  "  you  would  not  be  bo  gay,  Morgante, 
if  you  knew  an  much  iu  1  do,  about  tliis  visit." 

"  What  do  you  know,  fSignnra  ?"  said  the 
cbJId,  8udilv»Iy  ceasing  hU  griroaccH,  and  coming 
do«c  to  her  Hidct — "  what  do  you  know  V" 
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"  Nay,  I  can  hardlj-  say  I  know;  but  I  •ia<t- 
pecl  much  suflcring  U  in  store  for  me.  I  fear — 
I  f«ttr " 

"TcU  niv  all  you  fear  then,"  sud  thv  buy 
putting  hifi  arms  bvhiiul  litm,  eimI  nlukking  lii» 
cuiU  buck  from  his  face.  As  lie  did  ko,  bin 
counlviuiiice  ex]>rraMtl  a  dvgrpc  of  fvcling  and 
iiitvUigt-nn.',  to  greatly  bryund  his  apparent 
age,  as  painfully  to  shaw  that  either  accident 
or  disease  luid  stjntvd  the  growtli  of  tlie  little 
creature,  to  whom  tiiis  too  sjK'aking  t«ce  !»• 
longt-d.  * 

Such  wM,  indeed,  ihe  fact ;  Morgiintc  vm 
near  twelve  years  did,  aiid  nature,  as  if  tn  atoni', 
aa  ftJie  often  doex,  for  rlimiiiutivc  ittature,  hiul 
gtveu  Itini  a  mind,  wliicli  already  iturjKUHCil  in 
acutene**  of  perception,  aiKl  firniiics*  of  ten>|KT, 
tboMc  of  maiiy  men. 

FortutiAtely  his  health  van  onimjwired,  and 
tlic  Mrcuglli  and  activity  of  hU  limbs  greatly 
cxeM<lcd  what  tlioir  appearance  jiromised. 

**  Tell  me  all  you  fear,"  snid  Morgaiite ;  "  is 
it  iffipotnible  for  me  to  help  you  i"* 


TUB  ABBESS. 

"  Alas  I  I  fear  so— wliat  caii  ytKi  <lo  (or  me  ? 
My  fear  U,  Mui^^tv,  tluit  my  failier  will  Insist 
DpoD  my  retarnin^  witih  my  aunt  u>  k«r  con- 
Tent — aiid  tben — that  I  slrauld  take  the  vril 
there." 

Tears  started  to  the  eye«  of  Juliet  aa  ahe 
spoke. 

"You  «ee,  MotbiuiuV  she  resuntnl,  "that 
neither  yoit,  nor  those  iictronger  than  you,  can 
help  me,  if  tliis  l»e  ho." 

**  Bat  I  can  go  to  the  CAunt,and  tell  him  that 
UeaTeQ  will  puniiJi  him,  if  Le  dare  do  au^ht  so 
wicked." 

"  And  what  would  that  avail,  poor  boy  ?  You 
would  be  given  over  to  the  diflcipline  of  Father 
I.a»rence,  aiid  I  should  not  the  Ium  be  made  to 
follow  thb  dreadful  Abbewi  to  her  convent" 

"  You  sludl  not  follow  b«r  against  your  will," 
fiaid  tlie  Iwy  Mturdily.  "  But  why  do  you  coll 
her  dreadful,  Lady  Juliet?" 

"  In  truth,  1  am  wrong  to  do  w,  for  she  u 
liigh  and  holy,  and  near  of  kin  to  my  futlicr. 
But  they  my,  Morgante,  that  she  ruleti  her  con- 
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vent  vritli  aii  iron  nxl,  luid  (kat  the  pope  liunself 
defers  to  ber  on  aity  point  of  duiilitful  dis- 
cipline. I  Wlieve  Fallier  Laurence  loves  to 
frigliteu  ine,  by  telUng  histories  of  her  Berertty; 
hut,  indeed,  if  my  Either  have  so  decided,  I 
would  rather  div  tluin  live." 

The  ulTccttoiuite  hoy  looked  ready  to  weep, 
but  still  be  sought  to  persuade  her,  that  it  was 
possible  hcT  fears  were  groundless.  **  But 
wherefore  do  yoti  think,  my  lord,  your  father, 
has  taken  this  project  into  his  head  f  Has  he 
ever  told  you  so,  Ljidy  Juliet  ?"* 

*'  Not  absolutely — but  he  has  often  hinted  at 
it— sometimes  he  says  that — not>le  as  is  the 
bouse  of  Albtuto,  tJie  counting  tlie  AbU'sa  of  Sont* 
Calhertua's  among  its  uff»{>ring  is  still  its  proudest 
boast" 

"  Well ! — let  Uim  s«y  so  still.  Perhaps  he  is 
right,  Signora.  If  all  the  commemhitorii-s  ummi- 
raglios,  and  geDetali»imos  of  hia  illustrious  fa- 
tuily,  were  M  inrignificauit  as " 

Juliet  frowned,  and  Morgantc  hid  his  rogidsh 
face  from  her  ughl,  by  ulipping  behiint  the  chiur 
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of  «acept«pind  fur  the  AbbeM.  InKmomrat, 
howcTrr,  he  refiuin«(l  Itn  graviiy,  iunI  iis;bui  up- 
fttmdane;  l»er,  liesaW,  "  Were  I  lady  Jiilivt,  nei- 
tber  CDunl  tior  abbe^  neiUier  aunt  tutr  £ub<T( 
dioulil  make  a  iiuo  of  me,  agwnst  my  wilL" 
"Tliat  is  easily  Raul,  boy— but  bow  atn  (  to 
it?  It  i«  evident  to  mc  tluU  my  fiulier's 
mind  is  «et  upon  it — no  day  pasiM  now,  without 
his  talking  of  tlie  glor^'  of  sn-ing  anotlior  daugh- 
ter of  the  boiue  of  Albuno  rtady  to  follow " 

*'  Titfb,  Kgnoni !  Li  that  all  ?  Why,  I  have 
necti  biin  point  to  Otc  gi«;antic  annour  in  the  hall, 
and  tell  your  littlo  brother,  who,  God  help  him, 
i«  kirdly  sioutor  than  myM-lf,  tluit  he  Ik>)hi1  uime 
day  to  ace  Mm  rirnl  in  renown,  and  in  k!z(^'  too,  I 
vapfNiMi  the  prod^ous  ancestor  to  whom  that 
suit  belonged.  SunOy  a  little  Btnilting  fixmi  my 
lord  the  Count  need  not  nlarm  you." 

"But  Father  Ljiurencc  too  is  always  hinting 
the  same  thing,  ai>d  as  for  Olive,  since  thli  visit 
has  been  talked  of,  she  seems  perfectly  bewitclied. 
If  1  tpeak  of  a  robe,  olie  will  answer,  that  Father 
LauTenee  is  a  holy  man — if  I  ask  for  my  lute, 
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fllie  brings  me  my  bea<ls ;  aiid  lialf  die  houn  she 
used  to  &pend  ia  embroider)',  she  now  jiattiea  in 
the  du^el.  1  wish  tbey  would  make  a  nun  of 
her,  Moi^^wite,  und  set  me  to  vrmtcli  tlie  goats 
that  bruwM-  b«-fore  Imt  Cher's  cottage." 

"  AikI  yet,  Si^iorn,"  replied  tbe  young  urdiin, 
"  I  mucJi  doubt  if  tlie  zitlella  be  exactly  the 
stuflT  of  which  lioly  cbtirch  would  chooee  her 
nuns." 

While  this  conversation  proceeded,  the  ey« 
of  Juliet  rvliimi-^  from  time  to  limv,  to  the  liltl« 
veari  before  mentioned,  which  wiw  i>vidciilly 
drawing  nearer  to  tlie  coast.  "Your  ryes  are 
keener  thai)  all  otliertt,  Morgaiite;  can  you 
make  out  the  coluum  of  yowler  small  eitsigti, 
which  flutu-ni  frotn  the  mast-head  of  that  Little 
kloop?" 

The  pu^  gave  half  a  jinnee  of  his  bright  eye 
ut  the  huly'H  cheek,  luid  tlieti,  with  half  a  smile, 
looked  ill  iJm;  direction  klic  pmntetl.  "  The 
breexe  is  too  hiwy  with  it,  Stgiiom ;  were  it  stUl 
for  an  iiutoni,  I  think  I  cmild  tell.  But  stay  u 
moDtent — I  will  nui  to  the  point,  and  soon  bring 
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yoa  as  mndi  tunrs  M  Ute  Rtaliu  on  tliat  ribbon 
am  I.-11." 

TIic  next  moment  the  saw  his  ltttl«  figure 
boutKlu^  lightly  down  die  BU;\m  of  the  urmce, 
then  aivay  through  a  amall  prntern  in  the  outer 
wnll  of  the  ^den,  and  aji^ik,  ttftet  ihc  intcnol 
of  a  fi*w  miliuteA,  climbing,  witli  the  activity  uf  u 
MjairTcl,  the  Mc«p  ImuiIc  which  rote  on  tho  othor 
ludr  of  tbv  Htrram,  and  wluch  be  Itad  ^ne<l  by  » 
littk'  bridge  not  visible  Irom  tli«  window.  For  » 
few  minnti'H  more,  idie  watched  bim  darting  In  and 
out  ihro»|fh  llie  IreeH,  lilt,  ut  liut,  »iie  l<Mt  »ight 
of  him  rntirely  ami<b>t  (he  Hhnd>by  labyrinth  of 
the  receding  luaitlt.  f^ie  still  <-oiitinu«d,  howe^vr, 
to  gnztf  vsumetitly  from  the  wiimIow,  and  m  com- 
pletely wu»  her  attention  fixed  u|iori  the  little 
vnMJ,  whicli,  tacking  up  ngainftt  the  wind,  t^-azed 
her,  by  •omct)me«  appearing  to  n|)proAi^t,  wkI 
ttouetiroes  to  retreat,  that  tite  door  ttS  the  room 
wai  <>)>ein*d  and  •ihiit  bt'liind  ht-r  witliout  her 
being  at  all  aware  of  tlie  circumMtaiice.  Rut  the 
Count  d'Alliano  must  not  be  introduced  at  the 
end  of  a  diopter. 


CHAPTER  IL 


Pride  M  hi*  oira  glM«,  fail  own  trtmftt.  Iii«  own  chnaielf. 


Thz  Count  d'Albiiuo  ww,  w  liv  daily,  na^. 
aInuM  lu>iirl)'  lM)«>(<-d,  tl>e  rr^iraKnitative  of  ■ 
lonf;-dvM.-cn(U-(l  race  of  Italian  noblm.  Hisnont 
mnariuibic  qualit)',  even  in  liia  <nni  o]iiiiiuf),  wu 
iH'iiig  his  btitfVt'i  ma.  Ker«T  did  uny  louti  ratt 
more  securely  upon  Ute  merits  of  utbirn  tlioii  <1M 
tlii^  prefieitl  Tbeixlore,  eeventli  CoHiil  d'Albono. 
All  tJiat  Ind  ever  been  well  doiie  in  fit-Id,  nr  wHl 
nid  in  couudl,  by  bin  aiice^lorN  wik  j  uxt «  much 
individtuil  n>eril  iu  htiaHelf.  llis  mall,  rcfpikft 
lnsi|iid  fi-ntures,  tlMugh  they  bpoke  IttUe  cIm^  w«» 
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not  deficient  in  the  power  of  expivminff  a  feelinv 
that  mi^lit  mtlter  be  trnniil  M-lf-odulatiaii  tfiim 
pridc^  or  of  conveying,  witli  litUc  ilangor  of  being 
wianiun,  abundiuit  cont«mpt  of  nearly  oU  the 
world  be^dtt. 

llioiigh  his  life  hod  piaswd  without  ha  doing 
ooe  ungle  act  for  the  love  of  virtue,  yet  as  he 
profcfised,  and  believed  himMlf  to  be,  one  of  the 
nuMt  religiooa  men  living,  bin  conactence  gave 
hbn  but  little  trouble.  For  this  there  were  tno 
rcsBOtks :  the  first  arose  from  on  unceasing  uide- 
stmctible  persoanion,  that  whatever  be  did,  and 
whatever  be  !<ai<l,  wa<i  infinitely  better  thun  what 
any  other  mortal  coultl  hare  <lone  or  soitl  uiuler 
the  mme  ehvumstances ;  the  second  «-aa  fur- 
nisI>od  by  a  luring  faith  in  (he  unlimited  power 
of  atMoliiiioii.  Um  nfieedoiM  were  not  Ruffi- 
eienlly  ttUrmg  to  occmsion  hint  luiy  unenxinexft, 
and  hts  life  bad  hitherto  i<a»«vd  with  little  other 
anxiet\'  than  wliat  urtwe  from  tlie  fear  of  not 
bring  able  to  take  enough  aire  of  himself — to 
do  himself  enough  honour — and  of  not  teacliing 
all  the  world  to  be  enough  aw'arc  tluil  Theodore 


Count  (PAIbaito  was  tHo  most  dignified  little 
nobleman  alivo. 

Tbere  wils,  liowevrr,  on?  cirvumttaitee  to 
wliicJt  \iv  wiut  ratlior  fond  of  alluding,  as  n  grmt 
Hii<)  terrible  inWitrtune  to  Iii«  race,  aiid  yet  he 
CODlrived  to  derive  individual  in«rit  and  glory, 
vvra  from  lids. 

Uia  motlier  wwt  an  Fiiglinli  woman ;  b 
daiifrliter  of  tbe  noble  boiiM*  of  Arlborotigb.  So 
far  all  *b»  well ;  uiid  ibc  i-robbuoned  geiiralc^- 
shottc  more  protully  from  tlic  udditiun  of  so 
aplenditt  a  lK<iiirin|c:  but  »lit'  «'1im  a  ProtmtanL 
Tbis  circunwianw  w»  ]itrrfwily  wi-ll  known  at 
tbp  time  htit  fiitb<>r  mnmiil  \wr  ^  for  ber  family 
wnv  Hjnoiii^  tlii>  most  failliful  pfrmoiud  frirnda  of 
tbe  unfurttinnte  queen,  Anne  IJoleyn;  and  they 
had  never,  even  during  tl»e  reign  of  Mary,  cxwn- 
promiMHl  the  integrity  of  titeir  faith.  Hut  tliirre 
were  many  renM>'t«  to  induce  the  young  Italian 
to  overlook  tlii«  ubjeetioii.  'Hie  lady  u-wt  young, 
beautiful,  and  wealiliy ;  and  moreover  he  oon> 
oidered  tbe  bu»ine*t  of  her  conversion  t»  too 
«•*)',   umI   too  errtaiti,    to   b'ave   the   ttligbtMt 
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«cniple  upon  Itn  miiid.  \Mnt<ri'pr  were  iltc 
BMBIU  UMrd  to  I'fTf  ct  lliis  ocmvfrnioii,  tliey  fwim) ; 
and  it  «iw  kitown,  beyond  th«  poasibility  of  con> 
eadncnt,  that  tlw:  prMnnt  Caiuit,  w  well  t»  Iuh 
iDustrious  sutpr,  had  a  heretic  ntotlter. 

Wlmt  iFA«ct  iKl*  invetfmte  ht-rni)-  {irodaccd 
Ml  her  daiigliwr  will  be  Mm  lii'n-aTter ;  to  her 
ROD  it  farnbthml  nn  addititfiiiil  opportunity  of  dtfr- 
pbyinfir  hia  Catholic  xnd.  H«  Bought  n-cry 
occafttoR  to  jifoclaiin  h»  fxwrutioa  of  bcr  me- 
mory, anil  had  «  mnntfaly  tnnm  pt-rfonned  in  the 
chapel  of  (lie  cutle,  to  elcanse  the  m>u1  of  \m  futber 
of  the  especial  Kin  of  buvin^f  married  )ier. 

Tlioufrh  En  general  liifi  cluiT<K:t4-r  vus  made  tip 
of  seemingK,  hix  siipi-rMitinii  wax  genuine ;  cdu- 
calioD,  habit,  mid  wmk  iien'e!i  hail  all  conspired 
to  makr  It  so,  bikI  the  only  feeling  which  his 
pompouH  phraHeolog)-  coul<l  not  exaggerate,  wns 
the  MtiflfactioD  be  felt  in  his  near  relutioiwlttp 
to  the  Abbess  of  Sanl*  CatberinuV.  It  liad  Wen 
reported  tu  many  circlea  at  Rome,  that  Pope 
Pius  tlie  Fifth  had  been  heani  to  say,  tluit  if  tlie 
remainder  of   CeriUdine  d'Albnno's  life  were 
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pamei)  in  Uie  fame  manner  ta  thp  years  sbe  iiad 
already  numbered,  her  name  ought  (o  be  adcted 
lo  the  calertdar  of  ble«&ed  saints.  Thifl  Itad  be«ii 
rrpon«d  to  tlie  Count,  and  from  llie  moment  he  , 
hciml  it,  be  bad  ceaxed  not  to  importune  tlia 
boly  lady  to  lioiiotir  tlte  castle  d'Albanu  witli  her 
l>r««cncc. 

It  w  a  plc^anaiit  nnd  ttuty  voyage  from  An- 
eoiia  to  Torre  Veceliia,  and  it  appeareil  slratige 
to  Duiiy,  that  tlie  inritatioti  Imd  never  yet  keeii 
Meept«d ;  t^it  now,  to  tlic  inexprewible  drlifj^ht 
of  bcr  brtvtluT,  kIi«  bad  niinounced  Ikt  intrnlton 
■if  rcvUiiln^  the  pbicc  of  her  birlli,  ami  ]iaHiiiif( 
four  days  wilb  biia  aikI  hiw  c)iildr«-ti. 

Tbc  Count  novr  rntcrod  bis  diiUKhl«>r'i<  npnrt* 
mrnt  accrnnpnnicd  by  an  etvloHiaKtio,  who  filled 
tlic  rituations  of  tutor  to  bi»  eon,  officialin^ 
pjit-n  at  Ibe  daily  offing  prrforntml  in  tbr  chapel, 
and  eonfessor  to  ibe  botiM-boJd.  Father  Luu- 
reti«e  wm  a  man  who,  \iving  in  any  age.  or  in 
any  country,  belonging  to  any  profefsion,  or 
punuiug  almoU  any  lini<  of  cmtducl,  would  be 
designated   [allowuifi;  for  llie  variations  of  ver- 
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PKttkr  tdioni)  **  t  good-bnrMt)  man  ar  the 
baaam,"  There  m  no  praiiw,  pcrlnpa,  to  lifjlitly 
■ceanM  m  tUi;  It  !■  often  bestomd  on  mtn 
gaOty  of  nolodous  \'{c««,  and  uttvriy  (tevoid  nf 
priod;^.  llie  necret  of  Uiia  strange  approtM- 
don  of  evil  liet  in  llie  umtinttd  tolemtion  <ritJi 
•rlu'ch  such  rhnracters  betiulH  tin-  (iiutbi  of  others. 
A  pood-hearlnl  man  at  the  bottom  wiU  give  hu 
nnd  in  antty  lo  tlic  living  representatiTe  of 
UDOst  any  crime  or  weakness  that  can  ditt^^raee 
humanit)-.  He  will  '*  poor  fellow"  the  desperate 
gamester;  "good  fellow"  the  desperate  dnuk- 
vd ;  nod  "  fine  fellow"  the  de^>etate  libertine ; 
in  return  for  all  which  good-hrartednen,  be  ex- 
becta  to  receive  (and  u  rarely  disappointed) 
Jilenary  indulgeDce  for  all  his  own  irr^ukriiie^ 
iOf  eeery  description  whate\'er. 

Such  a  man  was  Daiuello  Romi,  and  no  one 
bad  erer  fbuod  good-faeortednea!)  at  the  Imttom 
atiswer  better.  A  fine  base  voice,  with  some  talent 
Sot  mnaic^  aanated  to  procure  him  popularity, 
and  wherever  he  appeare<l,  he  was  pi*rli»{»t  mor^ 
vefeome  than  many  a  better  man  might  liave  been. 
c2 
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At  (lie  age  of  thirty-five  he  gladly  exdiaiigcil 
lite  tnlium  him)  restraint  of  the  cloister  for  ii 
snug  reudence  in  the  castle  of  Allmiio,  mid  for 
lw«ntjr  yean  Father  Laurence  bad  contrived  to 
■wlaiii  tlic  rqiutation  of  a  good  mid  pitnn  nun, 
witli  nearly  ei-ery  member  of  the  hoiuiehoU. 
He  yraa  indeed  a  confeffior  wboin  few  e«tabli«li- 
menls  would  l>c  lilcely  ut  qiuiTTel  wiili ;  he  wore 
Ids  religion  aa  easily  as  his  embroidered  cojir, 
and  WSH  raudi  loo  good-henrted  to  tonneut  hi* 
penilentH  by  any  undue  severity. 

With  hiN  jvitrnri  be  ma  an  especial  favourite ; 
not  linnn^  tlie  slightest  partiality  for  any  opi- 
mom  of  hi*  own,  W  the  more  readily  adopted, 
nfaiUnl,  and  biwled,  ail  such  an  were  tideml  by 
llw  Count ;  atui  as  lie  contrived,  under  pretence 
of  Afficiol  occupation,  private  devotion,  or  attend- 
ing to  \i»  dnties  as  tutor,  to  escape  the  tutnle- 
rable  bore  of  his  pompous  convenution  during 
by  l«r  the  grenler  ponioii  of  the  day,  be  led  aa 
easy  and  liappy  n  life,  u  ever  fell  to  tlie  lot  of  a 
monk. 

"  Can  yon  find  nothii^,  Lady  Juliei,"  ntld 
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&tber,  m  \te  approodiccl  livr,  "  Can  you  tiiid 
ootUng  witiiiii  Um)  compMB  of  your  3rouiJil'ul 
powen.  and  not  iiit.-onnM«»t  witli  Uie  <l]gtiitv  of 
my  daugliter,  liy  whidi  ynu  could  teaitify  your 
wme  of  the  boiiour  that  awaits  you?" 

**  V^'hai  lionour,  lur,"  wd  the  ymmg  UAy, 
trembllug  m  aLe  ^ke,  and  wdlh  het  Itfail  too 
fixll  of  wliat  »l)i'  fcart^d,  to  believe  tlial  livr  fiulter 
cotdd  addren  lier  on  aiiy  t>tli«r  Aittijcvu 

'*  Mow  is  this  child  ?  You  ask  u  luit  liotioiir .' 
when  the  wIm>I«  caHle  b  ttl  moremeul  to  prt-jtaie 
liar  th«  reception  of  tlte  luilie«i  abbms  i>i>d  tlte 
noblest  lady  (hat  Italy  can  boast  of;  aiul  you 
ftjc — wliat  luHiouT !" 

**  The  Lady  Juliet  n>eant,  ray  lord "  iKguii 

AaeoaSemor. 

**  U  ll  to  the  physician  that  I  niust  !*]>cak  i"* 

'  rcftumed   the   Count,   witliout  paying  tlic  l«iist 

att«iit)oii  to  turn:   "Has  some  death-like  torpor 

crrpC  over  you;  or  must  I  tdl  your  cotifewMr 

her«,  to  examine  into  the  slate  of  your  noul?" 

"  Neither,  dear  fallier,  neither,"  said  the  poor 
^rl ;  "  I  knew  not  you  were  speaking  of  my  auiiu" 
c3 
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"  W}M  rUc  nil  1  speak  of,  Lady  Julirt  ?  If 
tbi«  vrriit  dov»  not  occupy  your  tbougtiU,  youi^ 
lady,  I  bdipv*  you  are  ll>e  only  person  on  my 
ctonmin,  who  cnii  my  as  mucU." 

Tin'  iinp-y  Count  nuserf  lus  weU-pendHe*!,  anri 
tuil-bluck  eyebrown,  into  fituty  elliptical  itr<,-tie!i 
CHI  hifl  smooth  low  foreliead,  as  be  Hp(>ke.  ThU 
%-M  a  certain  elgn  of  wratb. 

'*  In<leefl,  my  dear  &lli«r,  I  too  am  occupied 
by  tlw  *aine  subject — but  jiu»i  n.4  you  entered — " 

"  Well,  well,  Juliet — my  no  more — tliis  b  no 
moment  fur  me  to  doubt  your  |)roper  feeling*. 
Tlie  time  draws  uear,  my  lore,  when  all  my 
pTutulc^t  \iope*  for  yon  are  about  to  be  fulfilled." 

Juliet  »«ud  notliing,  but  sbe  rdsed  her  youiiji; 
ryes,  witli  fearful  anxiety,  to  the  foce  of  her 
Guher. 

He  turned  away  for  a  moment,  and  then 
ail(k><l — "Ask  me  no  questions,  Juliet.  My 
noble  ^ter  Khail  herself  exphun  tlie  honour 
whidi  l«  in  Htore  for  you." 

He  wailcnt  not  for  any  reply,  but  stalked  out 
of  the  room  with  a  majestic  sie(>,  wliose  echo 
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to  hia  heart  m  bf  went,  "I  nm 
d'AlbatMi."  Father  Laoreoce  ful- 
oul,  urn  ha  lad  followed  hint  iii,  witli 
a  whfanricd  expTMston  of  wrannM«  on  his  couii- 
Icnuwe;  Iwt'in^  bv«n  obliged  to  ultpnd  upoti 
Um  ■hDOBt  «N»tantl)-  fur  tbr  laM  two  ibyv,  iii 
order  to  aasut  tn  in^ecttng  igviii  niid  agun, 
and  again,  the  QietomorpluMU  of  diffrrcnt  parte 
of  the  GWtlc,  which  were  deemed  iiii  nwiji  by 
the  Count,  in  order  to  recave  property  the  lIltK- 
trions  vUter  he  expected. 

The  pretty  creatore  tbcy  left,  more  and  more 
confirmed  in  her  fvan  l>y  every  word  her  bther 
addremcd  tn  her,  folt  alnuM  In  dcapalr,  and  ex* 
claimed  aloud,  "  What  will  t>«came  of  me  I 
Who  fa  tl>ere  that  can  help  meT 

**  Green  and  stiver,"  cried  the  fo^e,  who  eiK 
tered  at  thi»  moment,  out  of  breath  witli  the 
■peed  he  had  loed  to  execute  her  commimiun ; 
"j^een  and  silver  are  plainly  to  be  seen  on  the 
linle  stTMuner  lliat " 

But  hvfitre  he  had  finiiihed  the  sentence  the 
Count  re-enteied.  Fortunately  hb  atteiitioii  wan 
c:4 
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mtirriy  ilirMtt^H  to  MorgnnU*,  or  ho  muKt  luive 
percpivfd  the  Aev]>  blush  and  ngitaiod  lur  wliich 
thrae  wonk  hud  produot-d  on  liis  daughwr's 
vouDtrtiaiicp. 

The  &ct  was,  that  tlio  boy,  in  liu  ngrr  luwu-, 
luid  brushed  pnsi  the  Count  iii  hit  wny  to  the 
]iiirloiir,  with  ieas  reverence  tluui  tli*.'  grval  mun 
iWmcd  nt-n-SKor)' ;  who  fcvliitg,  morcov«r,  some 
niritwity  to  leuni  Hiv  cau»e  of  this  vrlK-in<*iii 
liurry,  turned  round,  both  to  dtide.  Mid  to  (jim-s- 
Uoii  bim.  Tbe  motions  of  the  boy,  bowrrer* 
wvre  too  npid  fur  him,  and  Morgaiitc,  uitooii* 
Dciott*  tliat  be  was  followed,  liad  entvrerl  the 
room,  Bitd  uttered  the  imporlaDt  wordii  before 
be  wan  o\'eTtakeii. 

"  How  iww,  sir  ?  WHiat  does  all  this  mean  ?" 
exclaimed  the  offended  nobleman,  with  a  tremen- 
dous frown.  "  Are  you  aware,  sir,  who  it  wa« 
you  met  in  (lie  hull  but  now  f 

**  Your  ecccUenia  an<l  Father  lAnrence,"  an- 
dwerwl  tbe  boy  composedly. 

"  How,  Iwy? — Von  knew  it  was  me.  and 
yet  you  did  not  Maud  aside  ?     What  waa  your 
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nr?     Wbat  ww  tlw  occwtion  of  hiMVi 

utterly  indecent  in  iu  consfquencen  'f 

I      Juliet  hardly  breathed ;  but  sJw  IumI  iiu  r«M>D 

!  for  abmn. 

'*  I  humbly  ciavp  your  pcctllenia's  punUm,** 

replied  Morgwilc,  "  but  1  love  to  ruii.  gr^-Mly 

better  than   to  wvlk,  ami  knew  not  that  yoiir 

I  ecccllcnzti  and  the   holy  htber   objn-twl  to  it. 
I 
I  will  du  pviunoe  ri>r  it,  my  lord,  bcfor<^  I  nlevp." 

IHtc  lioy  bung  bin  head,  dimI  affected  to  look 
■o  [•■mfical,  tliat  tlu-  Count  n-as  immediuiely 
MiAriK-d,  uud  Mud  solcinnly,  "  \ot  for  running, 
1>uy,  not  fur  ibe  men  act  of  running,  but  for 
kaviog  forgotten  to  |)sy  due  obacrvatice  to  yo«ir 
•owrdgn  lord."* 

"  Shall  I  week  Father  L«urei)ce  now,  my  lord, 
'  to  make  my  confenton?" 

*•  No,  no,  not  at  present — llie  Father  is  «-ail!n|[r 
for  me  b  the  ball,  to  prooeecl  with  ibe  imporunil 
busineM  we  are  upon." 

But  Iiere  bis  ecceltenza  was  mintidceii,  ait 
Father  Luureuce  hnd  gbuUy  seized  u[><iii  tlit! 
opportiuiity  to  ewape ;  ou  returning  to  tlie  ball» 
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mid  fiiidiiij;  li^  wm  gfonc,  thp  Count  ognin  ra- 
tvrCfl  Iiis  <lntig;lit«r'8  room,  and  solely  because  he 
did  not  know  At  that  pariieular  moment,  bow 
plS4>  to  talk  of  tlie  Abbt^ss,  and  tlie  glory  of  re- 
crlvtng  Iter,  lu.'  again  addressed  Kimaelf  to  th« 
little  ptt^. 

"  Kcmrmbcr,  sir  po^  we  must  have  no 
fooleries  now.  Father  Ltuircncc,  though  ever 
too  renAy  to  amml  your  mi»d<>men»oim,  will  not 
fiul  to  punish  them  with  u  heavy  hand,  if  pmc- 
tisi-d  near  the  preM^nce  of  the  mi»t  rcvcren<l 
Ai»bc«  of  Sant"  Catlieriiia's — so  look  to  it, 
boy — do  you  hear?  and  see  tliat  your  be)iuvio»r 
i«  befitting  ilus  great  oeouion." 

Morgante  listened  with  the  air  of  a  little  monk 
receiving  orders  from  his  superior;  but  before 
the  ('oiint's  spceeh  wiw  well  finLUied,  he  Kixed 
upon  a  Rplen<Ii<l  ro«ary  of  fretted  gold  which  lay 
upon  the  cable,  and  began  in  a  loud  voice  gRl>" 
bliiig  over  aves,  pater  nosters,  and  credos,  with 
the  rapidity  of  a  tnugpiv  in  full  eluitter. 

Juliet  turned  awny  her  heud,  for,  despite  her 
aoxifly,    slut    could    DOl  resist  L«r  luelination 
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to  Mnile.  The  wtlemn  Count  hardly  knew  bow 
to  look:  he  kail  never  l>c«ii  known  to  nniU- 
M  any  Jcm  that  wtu  doI  uttered  by  Home 
one  decidedly  his  nuperior  in  rank,  and  tu  iimlil 
the  boy  for  nytng  a  credo,  appeared  knrdly 
W8rnintal)le.  After  looking  puzzled  for  a  minute 
or  two,  be  turned  to  deiinrt,  ia)'ing,  *'  So  so, — 
tliat  will  do,  sir.  Lay  down  that  string  of  golden 
beads*  and  tell  your  prayers  by  one  more  fitting 
to  vour  ttatioa." 
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God  and  our  innocency,  defend  ind  guard  lU  I 


Thoitch  die  Count  wiu  upon  die  occasion 
al>ovc-m«ntio»Ci(l,  ns  well  iw  upon  many  odicra, 
perfectly  aiicoiiMdom  of  tlic  playful  ropery  the 

Lpage  played  off  upon  liun,  tlier«  yns  flomvlhinf^ 
in  die  boy'ti  maimer  tbat  f^ted  nguinst  his 
nobility.  In  truth,  neither  tfae  sharp  wit,  nor  th« 
lx>ld  bearing  of  Morgaule,  were  at  all  calt.-ulai«d 
to  win  (iiTour  fnm  the  Count  d'Albano,  fur  both 
were  oflcii  shown  in  a  manner  to  mnkcit  doubted 
whether  tJtc  urchiu  felt  all  tlic  reverence,  adiniru- 
ti<H>,  fear,  and  devotion,  which  «-us  hi«  uwloubtetl 
due.   So  Utile,  indeed,  was  h«  beloved  by  the  lord 
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ofcbecMtle,  thstkUlikely  Lady  JulirtV [MU'tiiil 
fooiaem  for  tiie  [loor  child  w-outd  not  liare  eii- 
Hored  bb  continuaDce  in  tlie  fiuuil)',  bail  not  tti« 
muiner  of  his  introductioD  into  it  be«ii  audi  a* 
to  forbid  his  dianiiasion.  The  circumstances 
which  lUended  thin  singular  introduction  were 
w  follow. 

About  twclrc  ytan  b«for«  tb«  period  of  whicli 
we  u«  R[)«aking,  the  Count  il'Albaiio,  having 
■diiMwIi;<l)r).-d  at  coufesMon  mrme  fault  graver 
than  tniuU,  wu  onjoiii«<l  by  biw  cotifi-!t«or,  I'atliet 
Ltturviicc,  a  penaiice  more  remarkable  for  iu 
•olemtiit)'  than  for  any  thing  of  mortification  or 
NulTeriiig  attached  to  ic  The  Count  was  eiv 
joined  to  paas  the  first  hour  after  mi<ltiiglit  alone, 
and  in  the  aititiule  of  prayer,  on  the  steptt  of  tlie 
high  altar  in  tbe  chapel  of  the  castle.  Tbe 
buttiliiig  vna  splendidly  illuminated  for  tlte  occa- 
iion,  and  to  prevent  the  feeling  of  tbe  noble 

litent  from  becoming  loo  ocvcrely  impressed 
by  the  awful  solitude  around  him,  the  confessor 
himself,  attended  by  tlie  ma^ordomo,  vm 
stationed   in   the   little  sacristy,  adjoining  thv 
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rlinpcl ;  but  Bcarcoly  bad  thoy  arranged  them- 
selves iu  the  snug  seats  with  wlikli  the  aport- 
menl  u-as  provided,  when  they  heard  a  IoikI  cry 
Irom  the  Heps  of  the  altar.  They  both  rushed 
towards  the  C'-ouiit,  who  was  kneeling  on  tfae 
highest  step,  with  \ia  eyes  earnestly  bent  upon 
some  object  lyi'ig  immediately  before  hint, 
within  the  nii-  The  trembling  penitent 
started  to  hb  feet,  and  caldiing  tlie  am 
of  tlie  prieal,  exclaimed,  "  it  lives,  snil  movet .' 
Father,  io  the  name  of  all  tlie  sainta  in 
beavem  I  conjure  thee  Io  tell  me  wliat  this 
means !" 

Father  Laurence  (brew  a  supportiag  arm 
routxl  his  patron,  while  he  ordered  the  Hcrvimt 
to  examine  what  it  was,  which  luul  *»  greAtly 
storlled  bis  master.  No  stmner  luul  the  man 
touched  tlic  white  linen  dotb,  wliich  envel<^ed 
the  object  of  their  curiosity,  than  the  faint  cry  of 
a  new-born  inluDt  was  distinctly  heard. 

"  Holy  mother !"  exclaimed  the  maggior- 
domo,  lifting  tlie  child  in  bis  arms,  and  displaying 
it  before  the  eyes  of  the  Count  and  bis  confessor, 
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"This  u  a  goH-aeod,  to  reward  the  piety  of  his 
ecc«Uenza." 

'*  Wliat  caD  tbifl  mean,  Fatbvr  ?**  reiterated  die 
nil)  tr»m[>lin^  iioblemaii:— **  how  could  iJiiii 
ia&nt  vome  here  ?" 

As  he  spoke,  Fatber  LAureiicc  disciign^-d  a 
■mall  scrap  of  pardunenl  Utat  was  fniticniHl  to  tlm 
linen  in  whidi  Uie  iuliuit  vrw  swathed,  aiid  by 
the  light  of  the  cnndleH  whicli  bunicd  upon  tJie 
altar,  he  read  the  ivord»— 

IMyVM   DEI. 


and  then  answered  Mlemnly : — 

'•  Whether  by  the  direct  act  of  God,  or  only 
by  hi«  will  permitting  the  act  of  another,  this 
infant  has  been  nent  to  yuti  in  a  manner  whicli 
must  command  your  protection  and  care  through 
life.  Fulfil  thiM  duly,  my  son,  an  you  hope  for 
prosperity  in  this  life,  and  tndvation  ui  Uie  next; 
and  for  this  duty  let  your  pre!»ent  penance  be 
exchiinged/' 

"  1  agreetoitilioly  Father,"  replied  the  Coiuil, 
10 
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well  pk>Mi'«t  to  be  excuxed  from  renuiniiig  wiy 
longer  on  llic  M>1«inn  upot. 

"  But  wluil  mean  d>e  woTtb  you  have  rfoA  ?" 
"  niese  words,"  replied  die  Father,  **  hciiig  in- 
terpreted, signify-, 

THB   GIFT   OP   ODD." 

**  So  be  it,"  said  the  Count,  dtr4>cting  his  >^tt^ 
towards  the  sacnsty.  **  l*tuilo,  give  thi>  bnbr 
immeilintrly  into  the  huii'ls  of  I)tune  Marietta, 
and  chiirg<*  ^^'  t<>  ^<^  mtmlful  of  iL" 

Tlib  gift  of  (tod  wwt  no  otlier  tluui  our  tiny 
Morganle ;  the  Count  hint«elf  n-rtainly  never 
fell  any  particular  partiality  for  iIm'  little  found- 
ling ;  it  «-a.i  long  ere  he  hwt  llie  sort  of  tjiy  con- 
•ciouaieH  with  wliicfa  he  rocnllet)  the  fn\f\it  hi* 
lirM  apptnntnce  biwl  cau»e<l  hiin ;  but,  fcirtuiuitely, 
he  WDft  the  pet  of  every  one  elAi>  in  iIh-  cwtle. 
Even  Father  Laurence  wwt  often  seen  enretning 
the  Utile  Uiodono,  for  such  wim  the  nstne  by 
which  Im-  luul  bevii  baptized,  though  the  I^ady 
Juliet  ha<l  called  him  tn  sport  *'  Morgxnte  Mi^- 
giore,"  which  sobriquel  had  been   »o  geni*nUly 
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'hildpled,  tltat  the  boy  hinuetf  liati  totully  for- 
igott^n  his  real  name. 

It  will  lie  easily  beUered  that  n  child  m>  intro- 
duced into  ttie  &inily  of  a  nHMt  rigid  Cntbolic 
in  the  sixteenth  century,  wan  in  no  (lanK<^^  of 
being  lightly  dismissed ;  but  lie  was  in  truth  the 
xancivst  imp  alive  (excepting  when  his  aifre- 

,  tionate  little  heart  taught  him  deference),  and, 
»rtainly,  nothing  less  imperative  tJtaii  tlie 
circumstances  above  stated  could  have  pre> 
ventt^    his   being   whipped   oflf    the    domain, 

'  hxig  before  the  period  ut  which  oiu-  story  oum- 

'  menccs. 

There  was,  too,  another  reason  whidi  pre- 

I  vented  the  ind^puition  of  the  Coiuit  from  slwwing 

i  itself  by  any  overt  act  of  severity  towards  his 
daughter's  page ;  tliis  win  the  decided  protection 
and  indulgence  which  all  his  peocadtUos  met 
with  from  goo<[  Fiitlier  Laurence.  'I'he  Count 
d'Allwoo  was  much  too  good  a  Calliolic  to  per- 
eeeute  a  Isrourite  of  his  spiritual  director,  and 
tliUB  it  happened  tlut  tlie  little  Morgantc  be- 
came a  diartered  libertine,  and  gcncnklly  dared 
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to  uct  and  sp«ak  wiUi  more  freedom  tliaii  any 
Otlier  inhabitant  of  the  castle. 

This  digressiou  has  been  so  lon^,  that  U  may- 
be feared  the  reader  has  for^lten  that  the  Count 
bad  just  conclude*)  a  lecture,  and  was  on  tbe 
point  of  leaving  Ids  daughter's  parlour  when  we 
began  it. 

No  sooner  Iiad  he  closed  the  door,  than  Mor^ 
gante  replaced  the  rosary  on  the  table,  and 
Iayii>g  aai<le  bis  roguery  at  tbe  aame  time,  knelt 
down  upon  tlic  little  stool  on  which  Juliet  rested 
her  foot,  aitd  looking  up  in  her  face,  remained 
silently  wailing  for  her  to  question  him. 

"  Green  and  silver,  Morgante  ^  are  you  quite 
sure,  boy  ?" 

"  As  sure  as  that  I  see  you  now,  dear  mis* 
tnw ;  tbe  vessel  bore  close  under  the  watchtower 
headland,  and  1  have  Been  that  pretty  bark  Iw- 
fore,  dear  lady." 

"  Say  you  so,  my  page?"  replied  Juliet,  while 
her  soft  cheek  dimpled,  and  her  eyes  quukled 
with  the  brightness  of  some  iuward  thought, 
"  then  thy  day's  work  is  not  done,  Morgant 
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yon  mtuit  have  another  race  tluxH^h  tlio  lliiclcot, 
and " 

"  And  almut,  and  about,  and  about,"  iiitrr- 
nipted  the  pa^,  spriiigiitg  od  hiit  feel,  "  till  1 
^  to  the  huge  cbcsaul  tree,  tliat  fttretcbes  hia 
long  anna  over  tJie  pool— just  where  the  moun- 
tain stream,  you  know,  stops  a  moment  to  take  a 
last  look  at  its  own  green  bank-s  before  it  leaves 
then  ior  ever,  to  plunge  into  the  nea. — Well, 
lady,  I  am  ready." 

"  But  i  must  write,  Moi^ante. Husli ! 

tliat  is  Olive's  voice. — Now,  try  your  wit  in 
keeping  her  engaged,  while  I  am  in  my  closet. 
Yes,  I  must  write, "  continued  Jidiet,  tboi^^ 
fiiUy. 

"  I  guessed  ss  much,"  said  the  boy.  with  u 
saucy  anoile,  **  and  1  roust  carry  it ;  well,  you 
shall  have  good  time.  If  Olive  were  a»  sli])pery 
as  an  eel,  I  would  hold  her  hat," 

The  waiting-woman  entered  at  this  moment, 
hoUIittg  in  her  liand  a  small  ba^n,  made  of  the 
Rnest  nrobcr. 

What  do  you  with  thai,  dive  T'  said  the 


youii^  lady,  sUetchuig  out  h«r  baiut,  ami  ai- 
trmpliiig  to  take  it  from  her. 

"  You  know  I  hold  that  bBsin  sacred,  it  ww 
my  motlicr'ti." 

"  \v*,  Si(fn«ru,"  atiswcrod  ibc  waiting;-inakl, 
H'iUidniwing  tliv  lumd  whifh  hold  it,  "  aiid  Fa- 
ther L«urvncv  wtys  it  is  just  the  lit  itort  of  thin^ 
to  l>e  Kncrcd ;  it  in  by  his  dc«ir«,  Si^ioni,  thut  I 
have  brouglii  it  hillier,  to  hoUl  holy  water  for 
the  vVbbew.  See  how  well  it  looks  on  the  beaii> 
tiful  gold  cloth;  aiid  the  l>eadii  mittt  lie  jaM 
carele»  beside  it,— like  tliat>" 

Olive  occujtieil  hentelf  while  speakiug,  in 
newly  arranging;  the  articles  upon  the  lablr, 
acconlitig  tu  hrr  ^icy. 

Juliet  lookcil  vexed,  but  only  aid — 

"  Well,  well,  Ulive,  be  it  as  you  and  the  father 
fionfeskor  plctwr.  I  Khali  not  cure  to  sit  in  this 
parlour  now,  it  looks  no  longer  mine.  You  may 
do  what  you  will  with  iL  I  will  go  to  my  own 
room — my  embroidery,  my  books,  my  cithern— 
I  suppose  I  shall  find  them  nil  tlicrv  f" 

"  Yes,  sure,  Sigaota,  thvy  Iwve  all  buen  mored 
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^ery  carefully ;    Futlirr  Laurence   carrieti   die 
Fnibrotdeiy  htm»e1f." 

"  Since  I  haw  Xn^a  m  cotnpletfly  tUTDed  oat 

itciY,"  said  Juliet,  **  I  do  linpo  I  Hhall  be  per- 

mittctl  to  rrmain  uiitntemipu-cl  in  tny  own  apart- 

iDfiit :    I   desiiu,  UUve,  tkiit  no  tnurc  of  your 

.boMling  prcpandoiH  nay  rcacli  me  ibere — let 

■fe  be  (jniet  in  one  room,  at  IvaKt." 

^P*  rNror  tne,  Sijrnora,  what  a  pily  it  b  tliat  you 

take  things   in   that   way;    I  am  sure  Taih^r 

Laufciivr,  kind,  good  man,  woulil  not  liavv  fixed 

upon  tki«  room  for  tlic  world,  if  he  luul  tliought 

it  would  vex  you  m." 

"  Father  Lattranco  ?     Wax  it  not  done  hy  my 
father's  orders  ?" 

*'  Oh  dear,  yes,  certainly;  but  it  wu*  Father 

Laurence  thnt  found  out  bow  well  every  thing 

I  would  look  here  ;  anil,  you  know,  Signora,  that 

hb  eccellenxa  b  the  beat  of  Catliolin,  and  very 

seldom  contradicts  wltut  the  confestor  says." 

I       "  And  that  is,  doubtlcw,  tlic   reason,"  aaid 

Moi^ante,  "  why  Mistresw  Olive  never  refuses 

I    the  confeaaor  any  thing  he  asks?" 


46 


THE    ABBESS. 


The  waitinf^-maKl  turned  quickly  round  upon 
kun,  rery  mucli  as  if  she  purposeil  to  give  hira 
■  cuff. 

"  Handa  off,  pretty  Olive  T'  Bai<l  tKe  Ixty, 
springing  lightly  upon  the  broad  itton«  window 
franip  ;  nnd  placing  his  diminutive  person  in  the 
open  casement,  he  held  by  the  mullions  while 
he  swajed  himself  hackwarda  and  fom-ardti,  tttill 
continuing  his  conversation  with  her,  while  Juliet 
(juietly  left  the  room, 

**  Shall  I  tell  you,  Olive,  what  1  heard  IW- 
nando  say  yesterday  about  your  eyes?" 

*'  Out  n|)on  you,  foolish  ape,"  replied  the  girl : 
"  what  do  you  know  alwut  eyes?" 

"  Nay,  but  listen  to  me,"  said  the  pnge : 
**  liitten  to  me,  Olive,  and  you  shall  hnir  »otne- 
tliing  thai  will  Mirj>rise  you." 

Oliw,  tliough  still  pretending  to  h>ok  very 
CTow,  coniiinied  to  occupy  herself  in  doing  no- 
thing, about  the  cliair,  aixl  tlie  table,  and  t)ie 
IboMool,  while  MoTgante  went  on  witli  a  rlto- 
domontad*'  account  of  the  admiration  espmaed 
by   Tarious   fter\'ing-men    of   Iter    beauty   and 


invented   for   the  nonw,  but   prr- 

ly  •ittwcring  tlic  purpose  ft>r  which  it  wiw 
u)Un<le<l, — keeping  Olive  completely  spell- 
bound. 

In  the  year  157^  die  hour  at  whidi  the  great 
bell  rai^  for  dinner  in  tlie  castle  of  wt  Itiiltiui 
nobleman  was  precisely  twelve—not  mul-niKhlt 
but  mid-Hay :  and  on  the  day  whooc  hi*tory  we 
are  relating,  this  bell  fouti<l  Juliet  ftJiut  into  her 
closet,  her  fair  lingers  butiily  eiq^age^l  in  tracing 
irords  which  seemed  to  move  lier  heart  iw  nhe 
wrote  them.  She  ntaited  at  the  sound,  und 
lufttily  ceanng  her  occupation,  twisted  a  thread 
of  ftilver  mixed  with  green  around  a  letter  which 
)tli«  folded  carefully,  and  bad  just  concealed  it  in 
her  bo«ion),  when  Morgante  entered,  followed  by 
Olive,  to  hnxten  her  to  tlie  halL 

The  impatient  Count  growled  forlli  a  HiiUen 
inquiry  »  to  "  wliat  had  detained  her  i" 

"  My  lady  was  preparing  for  the  Lady 
AbtwSH,  my  lord,"  eaid  the  wmcy  jiage ;  "  my 
bdy's  parrot  too  has  been  pntctl>ing  lUI  day.  1 
liave  been  teaching  Mm  to  say,  Ave  !" 
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TbiB  was  spoken  as  be  followed  Juliet  lliroiigh 
the  ball,  to  take  her  station  at  thr  upper  «nd 
of  it ;  the  Count  frowning  all  tJtc  time  portcn- 
IouhIv.  wliilf  tilt'  confessor,  who  was  there,  as 
usual,  to  l>k-«t  the  meal,  liiil  the  Kmile,  which  be 
nircly  refiiHcd  to  thv  flippanci««  of  Morgauie, 
U'hiiid  his  cap. 

Juli4>t  hmkiil  Yvry  pale,  and  htirrird  forwurH 
witb  a  fiiulleritifr  strp.  IWfon;  the  readiM) 
her  place,  a  boy,  as  henutiful  as  poeu  iaiwy 
Lovr,  sprang  from  the  table,  where  he  was 
alrondy  Mntml,  and  fondly  took  her  hand. 

•*  Dear  Nster !"  Raid  Ite,  "  what  is  it,  Juliet, 
that  makes  you  look  m>  pule  f" 

**  Kotbtn)!;,  Fercliruuifl,  nothing ;  I  hare  beeit 
reading  a  aid  tale." 

And  she  said  true,  tliough  site  might  have 
adcle<l.  ibat  she  luul  beeti  wriliiif;  it  too. 

Aa  alio  iwarlied  the  table,  tlie  blessing  was 
first  spoken  by  I'atlM'r  l^nureiicr,  and  tlH'ii  re- 
|>eatetl  from  the  l>otti>in  of  the  romn  by  four 
powerful  voices  umong  the  houwhold,  accom- 
panied by  a  Aourtsb  of  wiiul  iiMtruinciits. 
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Tit?  itfttst  wss  amploi  thotigli  not, exactly 
sadi  as  mtgtit  stktisfy  >  noble  uppeliu*  of  nKxlrrn 
dsya.  Tbe  praud  Count  )>eraiitted  uo  one, 
eicept  the  ronfcMor,  to  rat  wiUi  him  snd  Lis 
duUrra,  tlwagli  many  iii  tlw  nnk  uf  ^^iry 
4lin4.><l  ilnily  lit  kis  coal,  Intt  tl  vms  at  a  table 
placvd  at  tkif  \ovrvT  part  of  lh«  halL  1'lic  pomp, 
tlie  onvuiMiy,  lli«p«g«uilryofviitt»fr,  wiTvulluf 
ftm-nio  dignity,  bikI  aa  Uiis  wbi  not  only  Aewvt 
to  tltL*  CiHtnl  iiuu>  llie  food  ke  ate,  but  alfto  tluui 
ibo  air  tti'  lirratlird,  be  vwvtlcd  m  tJte  gmcv  was 
ehountt^  and  looktil  fully  apppiued  na  hi-  took 
hU  plncc  under  itie  canopy  tliat  wda  siwpnided 
uret  bi*  cliair.  Miti^rmite  utatinni-d  lilttwrif,  as 
Banal,  bcbiud  bii  lady,  and  excepting  that  wlii-it 
he  aiTeeted  to  bend  forwani  to  receive  ber 
ordcTA,  be  coittrircd  to  whi<>[)cr  tome  Murj- 
pKUy  in  her  ear,  tlte  meal  pawed  in  oilence.     At 

length  the  Count  spoke  as  follows : — 
'       **  In  general,  it  is  not  my  wiiJt,  »s  yon  well 
I    kjiow.  Lady  Juliet,  that  any  tiymptom  of  baste  or 
'   careknoieaB  of  any  kind,  tiliould  appear  at  the 
;    hours  of  refection :  iieYertbelew,   on  this  ocra- 
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siw),  I  am  compvllf^l  to  hint  to  you,  Uint  my 
people  have  nenA  of  tliU  »[mrun«iit.  Yoiir  Uuly- 
sliip  cnniiM  Buppo«e,  ilukt  lite  Abl>c«i  of  final' 
CaO>iTiiin>  b  to  lak«  h4-r  ivpaMs  (if  Indeed  she 
condeiCffnds  to  take  tlicm  in  public)  Heat«l  on 
an  homblc  b«»di,  m  you  are  now.  Neither 
woulii  it  l>c  fitting  tlmt  tlie  coronet  which  sur- 
tnount«  my  own  cUiilr,  should  W  sreii  abore  her 
head.  It  b,  therefore,  (U<«!ntblc,  iiay,  alto- 
gether nececsnry  lluit  prepnratioi)  be  made,  and 
the  earlier  we  quit  tlie  liall  the  better." 

"  I  an  perfectly  ready,  my  lord,"  nid  Lady 
Juliet  rial n(^,  "and  only  wait  for  tlie  fjace." 

"  If  you  are  ready,"  whi»]>cred  Morgnnte, 
"  it  is  more  tlian  the  rererend  Fatlier  i«,  II<dy 
DWther  !  how  he  shovels  in  the  v-iands !" 

At  length  tlie  grace  mu  taid  and  Kung ;  the 
lordly  Count  strutted  forth,  followed  by  his  son 
and  daughter,  wliile  the  coufesaor  tarried  for  a 
Bceond  behind,  to  drain  one  cup,  before  di«heH, 
flagODK,  tables,  and  stoob  were  all  mtllioi;  together 
ander  the  hands  of  llie  jealoiM  meninb.  \Vhile 
tliey  coiitCDde<t  together,  a»  to  which  couhl  uliow 
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**  Kow,  MoTgantc,  now  is  the  time.  Even 
OUve  will  have  no  eye*  to  vatcli  you  now — 
take  ihiis"  continued  Juliet,  drawing  the  letter 
fropi  her  bosom.  "  Go  quickly  to  tlie  chesnut 
tree,  wid ." 

*'  And  if  B  bandflome  youtb,  with  light  blue 
eye,  and  curia  of  gold,  should  cluiiice  to  linger 
Uiero?-  ^ 

"  Then  gire  him  tbis  from  me."  ^H 

"  And  that  b  all?  You  expect  not  to  receive 
any  tiling  in  return  ?" 

"  till,  but  I  do  !— and  that  you  know,  Moi^ 
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jantc :  now  fly — he  quick — I>e  cnutioiu. 
ball  find  me  on  the  tcfnoe." 

No  lacl)-  t\tt  boA  u  fli-^^iT  mewmger,  and  yet 
irr  Uuugbtt  outstripped  lita  Hp«^ 

"  Why  d««i  he  not  Mum  ? He  has  heen 

mchedt  and  the  letter  taken  from  him ! He 

HIS  not  met  lum,  but  liiigen  Htill  in  hope  he 
limy  «Tivc." 

It  WW  tbn<  the  impatient  youn^  lady  toi^ 
menled  henclf,  by  coiijuriug  np  ererj'  potunble 
ipecies  of  miaehaiiec  tluit  nniUl  lave  be&ilU'n 
the  boy.  At  last,  and  in  as  short  a  time  iw  any- 
thing without  wings  could  hare  done  her  errund, 
.Morgante  appeared  before  lier ;  but  unfortuiiati'ly 
the  wbnle  length  of  the  terniee  wu»  betwe^Mi  lliem 
^-she  dared  not  run,  for  Fatlier  Latirenee  n-iis 
eating  figs  at  fifty  yards'  distimco,  tn  tlu*  garden 
below — and,  perhaps  for  the  Mine  reason,  the 
boy  thought  tt  nccc«8ar)-  to  be  equally  deli- 
berate in  his  moremcnts,  80  tlmt  fchc  ha<l  still 
'  Home  tontalucing  moments  to  endure.  The  di»- 
1  lance  however  diminished,  though  Jby  slow 
degrees,  and  they  wore  alreu<ly  ne«T  enough 
d3 
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for  lier  tn  perceive  tlic  ctiriier  of  a  pa{)«r,  wbicb 
tlio  well-jilfanetl  urcIiiiipeTTDiitedat  that  moment 
to  peep  oat  above  iiis  fmsii,  when  the  voice  of  i 
Olive  WW  heard  at  a  few  paoefl  behind  k«r. 

"  Ilis  eccellenza  wants  you  dirertly,  Signora." 

**  Tell  him  1  will  obey  instanUy,*'  ^d  the ' 
jrounft  Iwty- 

'*  Yo«  had  better  como  wmt,  Si^ora, — hiaj 
eccellenzB  seems  rather  troubled  in  temper — I 
I  belie%-e  he  in  re^ed  beouue  he  can  bethiitltl 
lilm  of  nti  m*)Te  prepaTatM>i»  to  n>ak«." 

**  I  will  be  with  him  immediately.  OlEve — 
pray  1^  and  tf  II  liEm  so." 

■'  Don*t  you  know.  Sitcom,  linw  my  lord  will 
look,  if  I  ]^  hack  and  my — •  The  bdy  Julirt  in 
comuig;.'" 

"  No*  if  you  my  '  dirretltf' — 1  must  gatlier 
thow  UlieM  first — ihoy  will  droop  before  nig^ht, 
and  I  pHJticularly  want  them  to  place  l)«furo  the 
(ticttnv  of  the  virgin  in  my  aunt's  da»eu" 

"  You  go  to  your  father,  Si^iora,  and  I  will 
Kntht-r  tlic  liliM,  Here  comes  Mor|^itc,  and 
lie  ahull  carry  them  for  me." 
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Poor  Juliet! — tke  tKii^  was  imponibli',  luiH 
;ivu^  on«  disconwlate  glance  to  Iter  p^'t  slie 
)beyed  tlw  oawvloocne  mimmoiM. 

OUtc  IhuI  vvr)-  ticiKely  ini«rpret«cl  tlir  NUtv 
if  the  Count's  roiixl.  H?  luul  just  witncW4.>il  thr 
Doinjiletioii  of  the  Inst  prrpuration  tliat  liis  )^iiiiM 
could  iarpRti  and  liavtng  t-Dduivd  for  two  niiniitfM 
snd  B  bmlf  tli«  fretful  i.'Bcuily  tliat  fulUrwefl,  jl 
hoppily  occurrnl  to  liim  tliat  he  might  pwmle  Idx 
KM)  aiid  dau^ter  roun<l  the  castle,  on  pretence 
of  smog  that  Dothin^  had  been  fi>r]i;uttt'n. 

Whvn  she  reuelivd  tlie  ]MHutur  her  fatluT  wn 

■ttdng  with  his  Ih-ckI  t4inie<t  towiird*  llie  door* 

and  mueli   impatieiicc  in  hi»  maimer,     fnthcr 

Laurence,  who  had  just  cntrrnl,  wm  Maitiliii^  on 

one  «de  of  him,  and  little  Ferdinand  on  the  other. 

^^  1  have  Hent  far  you.  Lady  Juliet,  to  inqnire 

I  If  you  have  yet  gone  through  tlte  castle,  with  a 

view  of  ascenaining  if  oil  things  arc  in  the  order 

■  tJiey  oug[ht  tobe?" 

*'  I  tliiiik,  MT,  I  have  seen  ever)-  room." 
"  You  think  so,  Lady  Julicii'     Let  me  tell 
yoo,  youns  lady,  that  yoa  muM  do  more  tliaii 
04 
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thiiik  in  such  an  hour  as  UtU;  Albano's  daughter 

must  AiKiif  tliat  Iter  tluties  hare  been  perfanoed." 

'*  Slnll  I  go  now,  ijignor  Padre,  to  pxanuno 

tll«  ■pWUlM'DtH  f" 

**  AvsMTvMy.  It  ought  («  lure  been  tbougltt 
of  ewltLT;  but  liappily  ilierc  U  yet  time." 

Juikt  was  almoU  out  of  tbe  room  before  the 
])oni[KMH  "  Slay,  lady  1"  could  reach  her. 

"  Stay,  lady,"  wd  the  Count,  "  we  will 
aocomiNUly  you." 

He  nwe  from  hu  cluur,  iuhI  prtMMitrd  her  lua 
ana.  SIm*  (lighed  away  the  Itupc  of  a  moment, 
ami  took  iL  J-'atlter  LaunMicc  yaniied,  but 
pn>pciri'<l  to  follon-,  and  little  l-'crdiiuuid,  taking 
his  liiuid,  dnig^^  himself  huij^iiHlly  gdung  l)eHiile 
him,  this  he'uig  (lie  ihini  tiine  tliat  <lay,  (hat  he 
had  l>een  made  to  necoiiijiituy  Ian  fiuher  and  the 
confenAor  on  a  buU-uii  circuit  of  inquirj'  round 
the  cumIo. 

The  progma  hegim ;  (Lo  Count  praised,  and 
laraiifpml  himself  into  perfect  good  humoitr, 
hut  |K>or  Jiilk't  utily  nufTerod  tlic  more  •evenly; 
the   better   pkascd   he   w»   himself,   the  more 
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utcc«santly  he  cnlied  u[)on  krr  for  approbation, 
snd  wiulc  ker  q>irit  wu  vexed,  her  thoiifrlitii 
absent,  nnd  lipr  tii'art  Bcliing,  §lie  bml  t<>  fHj^i  it 
lively  iittercKt  ubwit  tilings  utterly  iotUffetiuil  ur 

Ere  Uiey  biul  proce«d«l  lar,  Morgante  joinnl 
the  party,  and  witltout  ccrcmmiy  took  bin  Matiom 
witii  nn  nir  of  officiid  fligiuty,  behind  Iuh  laily. 
The  Togae  well  kiien-,  that  whatever  liad  the 
q>peatance  of  respoct  and  observance,  was  iture 
lo  find  favour  with  the  Count. 

'Die  moDceuxTe,  however,  was  quite  thrown 
aw»y,  tm  pomibiUty  of  delivering  (iie  iHtet 
occurred,  during  the  long  hour  devoted  to  this 
wearisome  proces&ion,  and  when  it  ina  o\'er,  the 
Count  took  it  into  his  head  that  it  would  be 
pro])cr  for  Lady  JuUct  to  confess,  and  receive 
stbsolutioti  from  her  confessor,  before  being  in- 
troduced to  her  iMily  relative. 

It  rc<quin-d  the  exertion  of  all  the  little  inno- 
eeot  fiueflse  with  which  women  are  blesBed  (pur- 

eiu  Italy),    to  conceal  the    repu^uuice 
0  complying  with  this  pTopo«ul. 
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"  I  ulw-nys  prepare  ti>r  confe««aii,  my  lord — lo- 
norrow  mamin);  1  Mill  tw  ready  to  see  I'atlter 
Latuvnce." 

'*  To-moTTOw !  If  my  zealous  prayow  are 
heanl,  and  I  liave  iwine  rra.«iiii  tn  flAtier  mys«lf 
tliaC  my  ptayen  are  not  likely  to  be  wholly  dis- 
rf^trdinl,  the  v<w.ol  iliat  lioare  (lie  AbbeMof  Sant' 
Cuhirriita'*!  will  Ik>  wrn  off  oitr  ooMt  at  an  «iHy 
bnur  to*inofTow — no  pn']mniti(iii  miiM  Iwrrmit- 
trd  till  to>morrow.  Holy  Fatber, — attrnd  tlie 
Lady  Juliot  to  Iter  dnunlicr  fbrtliwitli.  I  tnM 
you  will  find  her  mind  in  a  profxrr  Mate  fiir  tbc 
important  events  tbat  arc  nbout  to  befall  lier." 

Tlw  confesftor,  wImj  bad  not  at  all  more  incH- 
aation  for  tlie  bunncwi  iluui  (be  penitent,  en<( 
who,  for  lite  laM  twenty  tnmutefi,  bad  been  coni- 
liirting  himself  by  titc  idea,  tliat  wi  soon  as  ibw 
mMt  dctaMtaldo  (mnwle  u-tn  over,  he  xliould  enjoy 
B  little  Miug  r('f^^Hbmetlt  in  hi*  ovni  room,  looknl 
at  Juliet,  in  the  liopu  tluit  Imt  (jiiick  nil  would 
yet  bo  al)(e  to  derive  Rome  ouiipr, — and  nHet 
inily  did  he  grieve  to  obnene  llmt  her  eye«  were 
lull  of  teun,  ukI  Iiit  whole  countenance  too  elo- 
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iV  expreanve  of  dejectton,  to  affnrd  him  thv 
Imu  lio|ie  of  K«tUiig  off  by  li«r  unuik.  Hr, 
Uirrefon-  Hcrewed  Iiis  cours)^  to  the  iwcfwy 
pointf  und  prepared  to  follow  lier. 

To  do  FhUilt  Lour^nw  jiuticc,  lie  wm  nincly 
very  crots;  iiidrod,  he  Miuliwl  so  nurrmitttngly 
to  keep  liunsclf  in  ^wd  humour  by  bU  the  littli' 
iodul^rtic^s  urithiu  hi^  reach,  that  it  wiis  riot  v«ry 
often  the  donon  of  ill  tamper  could  find  aii  op- 
portunity to  b««et  litin ;  but  now,  his  good-heaxt- 
educM  wM  ebbio^^  fiut,  and  by  the  time  he  rnu^Lcil 
inBet^B  door,  li«  felt  vrell-di<ip»ied  to  iiifiti-1 
wliat^Tcr  penance  be  thought  would  plague  her 
jptMtt — f<»-,  a8  be  reasonably  enou|;b  md  to  him* 

\  "  if  <ibe  Iwd  had  the  wit  of  a  kitdien  vnmch, 
sbe  would  bave  got  off." 

Lady  Juliet  eiiterni  her  room  Father  Ijiu- 
reneie  following,  and  cUMiig  the  door  witli  no 
g«nUe  hand,  seated  hioMt-lf,  and  suitt,  "  Well, 
daughter !     Begin." 

"  1  atntn  no  fit  temper  to  confetw,  l»oly  Father, 
I  ara  out  of  humour  witJi  myself,  and  till  tlie 
world." 
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"  Waste  not  the  precious  time,  my  duughter," 
taiii  tlie  coiift-iMtr  sulletity.  "Think  who  it  is 
who  (."uniw  lo-inoiTow !  Bfwrwe !" 

Thf  imtii'iivv  of  :ui  Itnltitii  fr'ir]  cannot  hut  for 
era*,— llmt  «f  Juliet  Lid  already  been  itorerrly 
tr>c<l)  aiiil  now  with  mure  wiuiiith  than  pTutlcDM 
«h«  exclaimod — 

"  Peace,  iieace,  gootl  Father,  on  that  vrom-out 
theme.  I  udten  at  the  nuno  of  tlu»  procttj^ioui 
luiit !" 

litis  was  a  very  tacourahle  ocmslon  for  the 
iU  hiiin<mr   of  Father   Laurence  to   exhale   it> 

I  Mlf— 

1  "  Unhappy  girl !"   !>e  exclaimed,  uiili  an  air 

^^^^^  of  aflbctetl  coropasuon,  "You know  not  what  you 

^^^V  My-     Rut  I  can  tell  you,  Lady  Juliet,  yoti  taay 

^H  live  to  look  hack  with  regret  on  the  j^utle  rule 

^H  of  a  confewMr  Itefore  wliom  you  could  vi*nture  W 

^H  •p«nk  ouch  words.     You  sicken  at  the  tuune  of 

^H  your  aunt  ?  You  Mcken  nt  the  name  of  hiT,  U-fore 

^^M  whom   mttre4l   ahboDi    how?— —of  Ikt,   whone 

^H  blood-reliuioii  to  younvlf  is  m>  *ooii  to  br  merged 

^H  and  Kwullowed  up  in  one  ten  tliousaiid  times  luoro 
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and   holy — that   of  your  sup«nor,    Laily 
Juliet  !" 

Pnor  Julii-t  was  nt  tbut  inomcDt  ill  prepared  to 
rcc«ivp  tliift  fiill  cniifirtRation  of  all  slie  OMMt 
dmulcd.  SIm^  turned  dnwlly  pule,  and  the  ter- 
rified nwnk,  who  had  repented  his  premature 
declaratioii  the  uwtnnt  he  uttered  it,  thoi^lit 
that  he  had  very  likvly  Icillvd  outright  the  em- 
bryo promise  of  a  second  abbess  of  tlie  hDa4e  of 
£bano.  fie  raUed  the  half  faintiiij;  f^rl  In  hb> 
BS,  laid  her  on  tlie  bed,  an<l  buNtl^il  out  ctf 
the  rwMn,  to  look  for  some  oti«  who  uiidrr- 
Howl  "fitc^'  heller  tlun  he  did. 
^^  On  o[K>tiing  the  door  h«  jtercAvt^l  Morganie 

hm-oriit);  about  the  pamnge  that  kil  to  It 
^h  *'  Morpmlc,  boy,  run  for  OHvv — run  for  your 
fllfe,  dear  boy — Lady  Juliet  is  in  a  fit  Yet 
'  Hlay>  !  think  you  liad  better  f^  in,  and  find  some 
of  her  esMticefi  to  throw  on  her — ai>d  I  will  go 
j      and  seek  Olive  mj-self." 

Tlie  boy  waited  for  no  second  bidding,  but 
flew  to  l»er  room,  aiul  the  instant  he  entered  it, 
closed  aiid  bolted  the  door. 
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"  D«ar  mistrefls !  awect  lady  \"  li«  excluiii«t, 
aft  Ite  took  IioUl  <if  Iier  lumd — "  Look  up  \  opeu 
your  eyes,  nn<l  see  what  I  have  brought  for 
you." 

It  appeared  Utat  the  iiuiitiicM  luul  «i<l(tvnly 
jtaiwed  away,  for  Ludy  Juliet  iiniiH.'<liaU>ly  obeyed 
tlte  VMCv  uf  Iter  little  DtcsxcugiTi  atitl  tlic  uext 
moment  held  the  dear  letter  kIic  liad  »u  ardently 
loit^-d  fur  between  her  fingers,  'llie  mere 
IKWMMion  uf  it  §eemed  to  cvm  all  hrr  sorrows, 
but  kIiv  niM  obligicd  iiumttUatcly  to  eoiiceul  it* 
luirtwl,  within  tlie  fwUU  of  her  dretss,  for  »t<'p8 
were  heHrd  ra{>i(lly  nppnuiching. 

Morgaiite.  itow  l>ecome  ilic  most  moek  aitd 
<]iuet-lookiiig;  pnge  in  the  world,  l>a»tened  to 
oj>eii  tli«  door,  and  Fatl>er  Laurence  r^-entcred 
■ocomiMiiivd  by  Olive. 

Jylirt  fell  that  it  w».-«  neccasary  to  disgiiiiw  in 
MMne  degree  ttie  )M>Tfect  cure  that  had  been 
MTfougbl  in  the  aliHcnce  of  the  confMtor.  It  wsa 
fMy  Bnoagii  to  lie  witli  her  eye*  »liul,  but  Ivsa 
w,  to  dieck  the  smile  which  abe  felt  treaeherunsly 
playing   round  her   lifM  as  she  pressed   to  Iter 
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tmum  tlir  bit  of  nw^a]  psp^r  which  the  jm^ 
bad  given  Iter. 

1(  L*  tni«  «hc  knew  not  wluU  it  comiiiticd — it 
n^bt  be  colct  nnoerity — it  miglit  br  imiimtonwl 
Uftehoml — or  iuigetu>rutu  botdnm]  but  dooc  (if 
tbcse  dreadful  i>0Mibilities  oceurrol  to  Jiilirt. 
There  is  MnueUuii^  so  bvautifuUy  confiding  in 
the  nuuml  ^linf;  uf  a  wotnairH  brart,  tbat  she 
will  n«ver  duubt  lilt  sbe  bgu  been  tniiirlit  u>  do 
DO,  But  «-iili  »ll  ilitii  frliidiii<M  ill  tier  botwm. 
it  WW  u>ce8e&rj:  tbat  tvln^  nltould  He«^n  botli  «icJ( 

rSOTTOwflli. 
'  Let  me  be  quiet — and  alone,  Olive.  Holy 
Father,  wtU  you  excuse  my  ounfowiun  for  tbts 
et-ening?" 
^P«<  Surely,  ny  dear  daugbter,  and  gnuit  you 
mtbal,  fiiil  absolution.  So  re«t  quietly,  dear 
cbild. — Come,  Olive — Lady  Juliet  iniuit  be  left 
nlooe." 

"  I^  MoTfi^te  nt  by  me,"  nid  the  yonng 
Uily  fiiinUy. 

"  He  sludl,  be  rIbJI,  my  child.— Do  you  liear, 
boy  ?     Sit  down  qutelly  on  diat  stool,  make  no 
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"  I  alwnyn  prepare  fi>r  uiiifeMion,  my  loni — t 
morrow  inoniing  1  will  Uv  rcacly  to  sve  Fatlil 
Laurence." 

"  To-morrow !     If  my   zenluus    pruycre 
heard,  uiid  I  ha\-c  some  rcflwwn  to  flatter  mj 
tlaat  my  prayers  arc  not  likrly  to  be  uliolly  ili 
regarded,  tJie  vessel  tltat  bears  Uie  Abbt-s«  of! 
C^tberiua'fl  will  be  seen  oflf  our  coast  at  an  ■ 
hour  to-moTTOw — no  preparation  must  be'i 
led  till  to-morrow.     Holy  Father, — attend 
Lady  Juliet  to  her  chamber  forthwith.     I 
you  will  find  her  mind  in  a  proper  state  for 
important  cvente  that  are  about  to  befell  her.' 

I'he  coiifcs'ior,  who  had  not  at  all  mure  iocB 
nation  for  tlie  biwint«.«  than  the  penitent, 
who,  for  (he  last  twMity  miinu^  liad  boon 
forting  hiiiuolf  by  the  vlf*,  that  ox  soon  aa 
most  detestable  pumde  vrta  over,  ho  should  enj« 
B  littie  snug  rvfreshment  in  his  own  room,  lookc 
at  Juliet,  in  tlie  hope  that  her  quick  wit 
yet  be  able  to  devise  some  escape, — and 
truly  did  he  grieve  to  obsen-e  that  her  eyes 
full  of  tears,  and  her  whole  countenance  too  eh 
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r  1 1  [■mil  I  of  dejecuon,  ti>  affurd  libn  tlu- 
*!■«  hope  of  getdi^  off  by  bcr  mcwifc  H«v 
itnfan  aacwtA  fais  counge  to  the  nccvssuy 
fiim,  and  prepved  u>  foUow  ber. 

To  dii  Fatber  Laureuce  jusdcet  ^>-'  ^''^  m^j 
mj  an»;  indeed,  he  anuUed  so  tmreniHiii^y 
m  itfft  liinweir  in  good  bunour  by  aU  die  Uttlfr 
MMtgenen  withiii  liie  reach,  that  it  wan  not  «vry 
iAa  ibe  demon  of  ill  tvmpvr  could  Ami  an  op- 
fwiMiiiv  tu  beset  him ;  but  now.  his  good^wan- 
daoB  vm  cbbit^  &st,  and  by  tbe  time  be  reached 
Jifiel^  dotr,  he  felt  w^-<Us{>osed  to  in&et 
viiMerer  penaaoe  be  thouglit  would  plague  her 
■B«i — iatt  aB  be  reaMmably  eiio<q|rh  taid  to  lun- 
mM,"i£AehaA  bad  the  wit  of  a  kitchen  uench. 
^  wonJd  kiiTe  got  off." 

I^y  Juliet  entered  bcr  room ;  Fathpr  Lan- 
^tv  foIbtiA-ii^T  and  dcwbtg  the  door  with  no 
fnde  band,  seated  himself,  and  raid,  **  Well, 
JmtJtter!     Begm." 

in  no  fit  ttrmper  to  confeas,  boly  Father. 
:  of  bumour  with  myself,  and  all  tbe 
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far  her  to  pprccive  die  conipr  of  a  pwpfr, 
the  well-]>leasc(l  urcliin  pcnnittcH  at  tliat  inomenf 
to  peep  out  ubcivr  hit  svtli,  wlxni  tin-  voice  of 
Olive  was  licfurd  iit  »  few  puces  In-liiiui  lifr. 

"  ills  eccellciiza  wiuit4  you  <Urectly,  Sijf nofa." 

"  Tell  him  1  will  obey  iiismntly,"  said  tlie_ 
jroun^  lady. 

"  You  had   bettor  com*  nmr,   Sgnora, — h 
eccellcnzu   ncfim   rather   troiihlMl   in  lenipe 
1  beiicvo  ho  i^  ro^od  bcatiue  he  cuii  bet 
htm  of  no  more  preparations  to  nmlcc." 

"  i  will  be  nith  him  immcilifttcly,   Olire-^ 
pray  go  and  tell  him  so." 

"  Don't  you  know,  Signora,  how  my  lord  will 
look,  if  1  go  back  and  aay — *  The  lady  Juliet  i^ 
coming.' " 

"  Not  if  you   say  '  dirtcti^ — I  m»«t  gut 
thc«c  iili«s  fintt^diey  will  droop  before  n\ 
and  I  iinrticubu-ly  nniit  diem  to  plaev  before 
picture  of  the  vir^n  in  my  aunt's  eloset." 

"  V'ou  go  to  your  Euther,  Sigiiora,  and  I  will 
^tiici-  tJie  lilk-s.  Here  cornea  Morgaiite,  and 
be  shall  carry  them  for  me." 
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Poor  Jn&rtl — the  thing  was  impooBible,  and 
pting  OH  diMOMofattu  gUuice  to  ber  pa^  »hc 
litfti  dw  nmrelcanu;  suiniDoiu. 

Ofiirr  had  rery  acutely  Interpreted  tl>e  state 
rf  (Ik  Count's  nuaiL  He  hiu)  j  ust  witiUMed  tlie 
eapte&m  of  the  last  prepantion  lliat  hjs  gentos 
cmU  biTeiit,  an<l  having  otutum)  for  two  tninutet 
aU  a  loUf  the  fretful  vucuity  tltat  fuUowvd,  it 
kfi|i9y  Dcx'arrrtl  to  liim  tliat  lie  m^Iii  parade  hit 
tm  and  daughter  round  the  castle,  oii  pn-trnco 
rfMcin^  that  aodung  had  iMx-n  A>r^(tcn. 

When  Ae  itaidied  tix  parlour  her  ^ther  was 
■ttti));  with  fan  hnd  turned  tuwanls  the  door, 
■ad  much  {mpatieoce  itt  his  aianucr.  Fiither 
Lcurvnce,  who  liad  just  entered,  was  standing  on 
■Ml  lidr  of  him,  and  little  Ferdinand  on  the  other. 

"  I  hsTC  sent  for  you,  Lady  Juliet,  to  inqiure 
if  50B  hare  yet  gone  through  the  castle,  with  a 
new  of  ■Kertaioiiig  if  all  things  are  in  the  order 
Aey  tm^t  to  be  ?" 

"  I  think,  HIT,  I  luMTc  seen  every  room." 

"  Vou  think  m.  Lady  Julieti'     Let  me  tell 
}M,  yottog  lady,   that  yo«  nwBt  do  mote  than 
»4 
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thiiik  in  such  an  hour  oh  tins;  Albano'»  tluugh 
must  know  that  lior  duties  have  been  |icrformcd." 

"  Shall   I  g«  now,  Sigiior  Padrv,  U>  exami 
dieapurtmi^ms?" 

"  Aamri'dly.     It  ought  to  have  bcoii  thougl 
of  earlier;  but  iiappily  there  is  yet  tiinc." 

Juliet  was  aliuost  out  of  the  room  bcfurv 
pompous  "  Stay,  Uwly !"  could  roach  her. 

"  Stay,    lady,"   said   the   Comit,    "  wc 
accompatiy  you." 

He  rose  from  his  chiur,  and  pre^nted  her 
arm.  She  lughed  away  tin*  hope  of  a  luoineni 
and  took  it.  Father  Laurvncv  yawned,  b 
prc])arvd  to  follow,  and  little  FcrdiiKuul,  takirii 
hi«  hand,  dragged  liimsHf  languidly  along  bcsii 
him,  this  being  the  lliirU  time  tliat  day.  that 
had  been  made  to  accompany  bi*  isitUer  and  thi 
coniessor  on  a  solemn  circuit  of  iixguiry  rou 
the  castle. 

The  pro^-M  hfffai ;  the  Count  pRiMHl,  and' 
Iiaraugucd  himsi'tf  into  pprft-ct  good  humour, 
but  poor  Juliet  only  ^tiflt-ri'd  the  more  scvprpiy; 
the  better  plu»cd    he  was  hinuel^  tlic  mure 
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[ie  oSuA  \n»an  Ijct  for  approbaiiciii, 
■1  «yk  Wb  sfiinv  WBH  vexed,  her  thonghu 
ikent,  od  \in  ^wan  ac^ung,  skc  had  to  (ejga  a 
My  ■iKTttt  aboat  Utiiigii  nueTly  indifferent  or 
bigntMe. 

Eie  ibey  had  proceeded  fiir,  Moi^pnte  joinwl 

'  party,  ami  wilhoat  oercmony  took  bis  station, 
nA  »a  tir  of  official  dignity,  bekiod  his  lady. 
TW  npie  w«U  ktwivr,  that  whatero^  had  tJiv 
mMuanoe  of  reapea  and  obwrrance,  was  sure 

t  find  bvoar  witb  tlic  Count. 

lite  Eoaaceurre,  buorcver,  was  quite  thrown 
■■■y,  no  poBsibilit)-  of  delivering  Utc  Iett«r 
Menmd,  during  the  long  lu>ur  devoted  to  this 
miiiuuHj  proeosion,  and  when  it  wb»  over,  the 
Coant  look  it  into  liis  h«ad  that  it  would  be 
proper  Sat  Lady  Juliet  to  conCesM,  and  receive 
ahaeintiou  from  her  coufenor,  before  being  in- 
tjoducnl  10  her  boty  rvilattive. 

It  rainired  tlie  cxertiun  of  all  the  little  inno- 
•nt  bume  with  wliicb  wamon  arc  blc«8od  (pat- 
ticiikrly  in  Italy )»  to  cuocnl  (Uo  rvjiugiiance 
At  hit  to  fxmplyi^  with  41,  proposal. 
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noise  wliniever — nor  stir  a  step  for  your  Ufi*. 
Per)ui|iH  tlio  I^uly  Julk-t  may  slit'p  fur  an  hour ; 
nothiiii;  will  «>  well  nslore  lier." 

At  ltfii|rlli  tlK-y  i]e{kar(ed  —  and  again  tbe 
ready  po^  ^jtrajij^  to  Ibe  <li>or  and  bolted  it,  in 
order,  OS  he  said,  '*  to  obey  thy  holy  FatJier,  mid 
ke«p  all  quiec" 

Tbe  precious  pajier  u-as  then  drawn  fortli  from 
ber  iMMOin,  il  ran  tbu« : — 

"  Onw  man;  my  Ion**  I  b™  I><''^>  *>"*1  Itopcd 
it  would  U»v«  lieru  yoiiTM-lf  &liould  grcvl  tnc 
ui)di-r  tlti-  vfll-kiiuwi)  ir<>o.  Whitt  U  tliis 
pilrouN  uili'  Moripintr  brings  me  ?  That  they 
wouM  inako  u  nun  of  thee,  ray  Juliet? — 
Ft-ar  it  not,  d^'or  one — tluU  sbull  never  be. 
Genliline  d'Albiuio,  then — your  aunt,  I  meui — 
oonie«  Itcre  ti^-morrow.  Tbi>  will  not  prerent 
our  merlin^r,  my  kw<vi  Juliet.  Fear  notlting — 
but  that  we  nhouhl  evft  cruise  to  love.  Let  your 
page  meet  me  Ofcnin  to-iiigitt,  to  natni*  the  hour 
to-morrow,  at  which  1  may  expeet  yoti;  poct- 
)>uiu;  not  our  meeting  an   hour  beyond  what  ■* 
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tt»r  your  tuCety.  AIm  I  I  hare  oq  tune 
h  tarry — the  vcmrl  whidi  brought  mc  fram 
fncsir  wiiita  liir  mr.  Whatever  be  the  hour, 
be  plucv  must  be  Uie  Mne.  Tkib  dew  tree, 
rbere  oow  I  write,  b  Mcrcd,  Juliet.  Farewell, 
beet  We:,  till  ti>>morraw." 


I  Juliet  IcMrd  iIk  jouper,  nnd  rqilncnt  it  in  her 


L  M  ii^k  jrou,  Margwite,"  snid  sbr,   "  thnt 

you  an  go  agtan  to-ni^t  ?** 

"  To-night? — Thui  ouiiuent,  lady — what  thail 

J  say  to  him  ?" 

r  **  This  tooment ! And  what  sl»all  I  an- 
swer, if  lliey  ask  why  you  hare  left  me?' 
H  "  b  it  [KMaible,  ho  ill  as  you  arey  S^oth.  that 
you  du  uot  wifth  for  mate  wild  Bowers  to  refreah 
you?  ibre  you  forf^tten  bow  beautiful  the 
pale  roses  ue,  whtdi  grow  under  the  oltves 
yonder?" 

■  ••  Tbat  is  verj'  true,"  said  Juliet   luniling. — 
Tlien  f^  Margante ;  tell  him  tliat  to-morrow 
retiingi  when  all  are  at  vc»|kt»— — ." 
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"  \ow  go  to  a1e«p,  Sigiiora,"  said  tlic  boy  w 
he  [eh  tbc  rootn.  "  N'othiog  will  so  well  restore 
you,"  he  a<iile<l,  in  FaUier  Laiir«iiee's  own 
ooBxing  whine — "  I  will  be  back  iii  time  to  wake 
you." 

La<ly  Juliet  did  not  ftlecp,  but  went  duwii  at 
the  usual  liour  to  Join  the  fiimily  at  supper  in  the 
hallf  for  Hhe  feared  nothing  more  tluui  beut)); 
accoiuited  ill,  which  nlwnjH  enforct^  confine- 
ntent  to  her  rootn.  Somi  after  sJie  liad  taken  her 
ptace,  Morgaiite  enteml  gaily  from  hi»  rainble  '> 
one  quick  gUnec  of  his  eye,  one  idight  movv- 
ment  of  hu  ehi)dii«h  heail,  told  her  iliitt  alt  wm 
riglit.  With  tlibt  nsHuriuice  idie  felt  perfectly 
Mtkiied,  and  (le^ipite  oil  lier  Horrow»,  retired  u> 
rest  in  no  uiihapj>y  fmine  of  mind.  I'or  one  tuft 
llOur  of  lover's  watehfulncm,  slie  lay  lookinji;  at 
the  moon-heonu  us  lla^y  fell  in  tihowers  of  broken 
light  among  the  l>uuglifl  that  danced  before  Iter 
window,  tltinking  of  the  morrow  and  tlte  green- 
wood-tree, till  her  re^-erie  melted  into  a  dream, 
and  tliei)  she  slept  soundly  till  the  morning. 


CHAPTER  V. 


B«anIlAJ  ipiriil  ■      ■ 

— In  whiMC  bna 
Tbe  (IimnB  of  nrth'a  IraH  morul  tUuithtm  gno. — 
BcouiilUI  (fniii  I  \a  Ihjr  calm  dcu  ton*, 
Wbctcia  UglfiPi  trrtoityof  tool, 
WUeh  of  iHcIf  ahoB*  immotulirf." 

Biaoit- 


The  ooiivenl  cUNlicatoI  tn  Santa  Cathorina,  of 
Siena,  of  wludt  C<eral<linc  d' AIImuio  vras  Ahbew, 
was  tituaucl  at  tlio  (lwtaiic«  of  two  miles  from 
Ancont:  it  wns  ut  tliis  place  she  wan  tu  enilmrk 
AH  Ixnrd  a  vessel,  wIunu!  chief  empl'>)'m«iit  «m 
10  iiu[iply  her  convent,  and,  also,  a  monastery  of 
raonlt*  of  tbe  same  order  at  Ancona,  witli  all 
t  Europe  could  fiirniali.  With  a  crew,  almost 
W  Catliolic  as  if  the  ressel  bod  been  manned  by 
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tlitf  monks  t]icmse1ve«,  an<l  with  a  gentle  *t«ady 
brecKC  &om  the  south,  tlie  lioly  fwtty  feared  not 
to  trust  tliemsclvcs  on  board. 

I1ic  Abbi-wi  of  Sunt'  Cuthcrina's  was  tliougfat 
to  love  jmnicle,  iu)d  it  miist  be  confessed  that 
itlie  ^ve  Kumc  rciwtii  for  tlie  supposittoti,  as  she 
iierer  moved  trithout  a  retinue  tliat  might  liav« 
contented  a  princt'^A.  Slie  had  not  tJiouglit  it 
necessary  on  tJie  prevent  occasion  to  retrench 
hor  state ;  for  she  knew  tlie  uinple  diRu-nsions 
of  ibe  cwttle  of  her  nncetrfon,  and  also,  tiiat 
wliatcver  tnconvcnieiioe  her  train  might  occasion, 
her  brollier  would  mther  eii<Iun>  it,  Uuui  abate 
one  Jul  of  digitit}-. 

In  tliut  ngv  the  roods  of  Italy  could  not  be 
ttitviTMd  safely,  without  an  armed  racort;  aiid 
it  wna  by  the  cxpreos  conunand  uf  the  Pop« 
hijnself,  tltal  twenty  stout  nu'n-at-arnis  were 
stationed  iil  Anoooa,  to  be  ever  in  reiidineM  to 
attend  this  dt»lingui<Jicd  AbbcM  wlu-ii  kUc  jour- 
neyed, whether  in  boly  pilgrinuige  to  some 
boaonred  shrine,  or  oti  ufliurs  of  worldly  necoa- 
■Ity.    Though  a  short  voyage  on  tlie  Adriatic 


■ 


TUE  Anatss. 


89 


likely  to  put  their  valour  to  tfae  proof, 
tUii  gmrd  bUU  atteuled  lier.  Four  nuns  of  lior 
convent,  whose  office,  had  Ibe  Lady  been  roj-it), 
would  have  been  that  of  tnatds  of  honour,  u 
Mccretarj',  an  almoner,  her  confessor,  and  her 
Hiewanl,  togetlter  with  about  a  dozvu  menials, 
contpleted  her  train.  There  were,  also,  muW 
of  perfect  man^e  luxl  gpntleness  for  herself, 
her  Ladies,  and  the  attendant  pricBts,  toother 
with  twenty  stout  hors«s  for  her  g^uard.  and 
active  bessts  for  the  re»t  of  bpr  followers,  in 
ca»e,  during  her  almcnce  from  the  convent,  she 
sliDuhl  Itave  occasion  to  journey  by  land. 

Tbc  morning  rose  witii  all  the  glow  of  Itultuti 
Ipriglittiesfi.  At  an  early  hour  the  Count  d'Al- 
hauo  was  scon  unxioutdy  walcliing  the  ilircction 
in  which  tlio  light  boughs  of  the  acacia  bent 
their  flowery  tipB.  Tht-  wind  was  still  favour- 
able, and,  thurefore,  according  to  the  calculations 
audo  by  tlio  wulvr*  of  'I'orrc  Vccchia,  tlie  lioly 
tndn  might  be  expected  to  arrive  before  noon. 
A  wtaa  for  tlieir  Hofety  luul  been  performrd  in 
the  chapel  of  tlie  castle  every  «x  hours  since 


the  time  fixed  for  tlieir  do)>arture  from  Aiu'oiui, 
and  the  Count  now  cotnmxiidcd  i''utlii>r  Lnureiicr 
to  perform  the  office  {a»  they  lioped  for  tlie  Insc 
lime  on  thin  occaiuun),  somewbut  esrlier  tJiait 
the  staled  hour ;  ihiit,  this  laftt  duty  of  prejijini- 
tion  being  j^rfomied,  the  whole  populutioti  of 
the  domain  ml^bt  sot  forth  to  meet  the  bmMuml 
visitor. 

The  Count  directed  liU  (lau)(hter  to  station 
herself  on  the  tite])H  of  tlte  gKM  {gateway,  at- 
tended by  ()liv«  and  four  otlier  (hunftebi  of  ih<- 
cMile,  witli  imtructioiis  t»  dokcrntl  Itcfon-  the 
AM>eAH  aJiKhled  from  her  mule,  hikI  kneeiin|{  oil 
tlic  nuhe«,  which  were  tjireail  to  rcei'ive  her, 
thuR  humbly  crave  ber  bleffting-  He  tniid4>  her 
rehmrw  this  ceremony  three  timetit  twforc  he 
mu  satisfied  that  the  attitude  in  whicli  the  placed 
hmalf  was  ftufScicnily  re*pectfiit. 

Iliirtn^  ut  lenf^  i»een  it  perforUHt)  to  hif> 
cxK)tell^  be  mounted  his  palfr«-y.  with  llic  yotm^; 
Ferdinand  on  one  ude,  and  his  nuifrMor  on  the 
oilier,  all  of  lliem  hnrin^  thdr  hone*  pompoiuly 
«et  forth,  wtd  in  this  order  ibev  waited  under 
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the  bennu  of  &  burning  Kua,  tJll  Morgant«,  who 
WW  Btiuioii«d  on  the  lieigbtt  (o  k«ep  watch, 
should  nniiuunc*?  the  approach  of  n  vrs»cl  Wiuing 
a  banner  einbruidm-d  witU  llie  di.-vi(.-e  »f  a  niby 
heart,  tlM'  fHNiiiliar  tj-inbul  uf  Stmt'  CailiiTum  of 
Siea^  Hidf  tlic  ho\%  upon  the  tsmte  were 
iBHid  nt  InUn-alti  bctwt-cn  Morganl«  and 
the  Count,  that  no  monu-tit  might  be  loet  in 
procloimiiis;  the  ne«'s.  The  distniice  to  Torre 
Vecchiu  van  about  n  mile,  and  the  road  to  it  irm 
aittady  lined  by  a  multitude  of  devout  jirnuim, 
who  were  dcsirottt  of  toucliing  tlie  rob4>,  or  re- 
ceiving ibe  Ueeaiiig  of  the  Abbesx. 

Tlie  Count's  own  followers,  including  not  only 
erery   r«(ajner,   of  wliaterer   rank,   wirhin   tlie 

.  eastJe  (ese4>pling  tbo«e  eng:^d  in  preparing 
t)>e  banquet),  but  every  liuman   being  on   hi* 

■Htftte,  who  WHS  not  either  too  youn^  or  too  oM 
to  wallc,  were  ordered  to  place  themselves  nl  the 
enOMKc  to  hii  domain,  and  an  soon  aa  the  lioly 
cttTftloule  tihouk)  come  in  sight,  to  throw  them- 
selves on  their  knee*  before  it,  remaining  in  tlini 
IKMition  as   long  as   they  could  do  «o  withnul 
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iinpMltDg  lis  progrvHs.  When  tliey  fuiuid  tliem- 
selves  obliged  to  quit  tlib  atdtodv,  tbey  were 
to  rise  and  place  themselves  to  tlie  rear  of  ilw 
procea&ion. 

A  ftliodt,  tlmt  ran  iiloii)^  llic  telegmpbte  siring 
of  boys  alrewly  im'ntioiii><l,  gnvi>  the  expeeteH 
sigtml ;  it  was  aaivrered  by  atiotker  sltout  Ironi 
tbe  numerous  body  of  Utetidants  tluit  fiUed  tlte 
opcD  space  before  the  caslle,  mu)  then  nil  mm'ed 
foru-ard  lonards  ibe  statioiu  appoiuted  for  then. 

The  Count  d'Albaoo  seemed  to  dilate  as  lie  Ml 
atiffly  «rect  in  his  crimsou  saddle — it  was  t]»e 
proudest  moment  of  Ub  life;  Ids  very  jmllri-y 
paced  furvran)  wttli  unusual  dijfnily,  as  it  bore 
him  along — the  feathers  tQ  Iiis  cup  wnt-ed 
proudly,  mkI  his  cloak  fell,  or  if  conawious  of  the 
•vrelliug  heart  beiMath,  iulo  foUb  of  sttldier 
bnadtb  than  common.  As  be  rode,  he  re- 
IubivmI  to  lit*  lieon  tlie  glor)'  llmt  wns  come 
npun  him.  She,  to  wltom  bi«liops  and  ranlinals 
cane  in  holy  pilgrimage;  she,  wkos«  future 
CUKMtbadon  the  pope  himself  had  predieied; 
ehv,  whow  conventual  ilisci|)litic  had  been  the 
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liemr  of  praifi«  within  th«  saxrcd  condare;  Uib 
)rtd«  of  Italy,  this  [lillar  of  lh«  church,  dm  lint 
iinott)r  women,  wtw  hii  u«teT  aiid  hit  guenl ! 

Poor  JuU«(,  who  was  alrrady  wearied  by  die 
vcturm,  the  reheanaLs  aud  mure  than  all,  by 
'he  nuxiety  ihat  preyed  upoii  her  spirits,  Mated 
tierself  languidly  u-iditn  tliv  Hboltcr  of  the  hall. 
M  HOOD  m  the  party  wt-re  out  of  ngbl,  and  suou 
■hMt  tar^t  the  we^ity  business  of  tlte  hour, 
w!ule  thinking  of  one  who,  she  well  believed, 
was  like  herself  counting  the  tedious  momenti 
that  had  yet  to  wear  avray  iM'forc  their  meeting. 
^Jt  i*  a  comfort  fur  tlie  young  and  uniiwMiofu^l  . 
PR  of  thr  eonirH   fiimily,  tliat  nt-iilKT  fuiher, 
aunt,  nor  Abigail,  can  read  wlist  i*  jHuoing  in  the 
hctttt.     It  WHS  {u  vain  tliat  Olive  htoud  giuing 
at  dw  ptde  countenance  of  hvr  young  minro«i — 
that  (du>  tried  to  inter]irct  the  worid  of  mi<niitng 
that  Bcemeil  settled  in  tl«  dark  lustre  «f  her  eye. 
She  OQuhl  make  nofliiiig  of  it.     Perfectly  con- 
vinced, however,  that  tliere  wus  somelbing:  p!«9- 
ing  in  Lady  Juliet'*  mind  which  nhi-  ewM  not 
undenitBnd,   itlie   began   to   [>erei-(.iUe   her   witli 
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questions — pcrhnpo  as  much  for  tho  puiposo  of 
puDuhing  iiiT  rcsorro  by  trazing  lirr,  us  in  the 
hope  of  clividng  infbnnaBon. 

"  Is  it  not  quisrr,  Signorn,  wltcn  his  ecccllPDza 
makes  such  a  point  that  yoii  should  put  on  uU 
your  stale,  tliat  your  little  pest  of  a  paf^e  <h>e» 
not  cboosD  to  fllww  himself?  It  wus  of  moch 
use,  foisooth,  for  me  to  embroider  a  sash  for  the 
urchin,  tf  lie  is  to  be  scampering  over  the  bills, 
imteod  of  UioH-ing  off,  in  his  proper  place  behind 
you.     Where  do  you  think  he  can  be,  Signoni?" 

"  He  vm  sent  by  my  father  to  look  out  fixun 
the  cliff." 

"  Perhaps  I  knew  tliat  before  you  diil,  .Sigiiom, 
for  it  nas  Fattier  I.A»reiice's  thought  the  wiuling 
bim.  Uut  1  mean,  where  is  be  now,  Signor*? 
Have  you  sent  bim  any  wliere  ?" 

"  I  liave  wen  none  of  the  boys  return.  Tbey 
are  )>r»b«il>ly  umwiiug  themselves  by  still  watch- 
ing tlio  rcMtcl." 

**  *  2ViNif JpM  /*  u  if  you  thought,  Stgnom, 
ttuU  prcitul  little  imp  of  a  page  would  deign  to 
amuse  lujiuvlf  fur  a  uugle  moment  with  those 


iframnSns !    He  must  be  gxme  mmcwlipre  eW 
-bave  you  «>cnt  bim  tuywbeiv,  Signora?" 
"  I  wUh,  Olive,  yoii  wmild  iwt  latino  me  with 
ucstiuns.     If  you  waut  Uie  Ixty,  you  bud  better 
•ek  for  bim." 

"  No,  UKleed,  Si^om, — I  know  my  duty  l>el- 
jTf  my  lord  Count  ordered  me  to  ■[aiid  four  «Hf]i» 
cliind  you — tlie  page  was  lo  abind  tbroo — ^Ur- 
TircttB,  Joannat  Jerefin,  aiid  Unuila,  two  vtd 
wo  toiretlier,  just  lliree  steps  l>elii»d  me.  We 
ire  all  bcre  ready  to  pop  ioto  our  places  in  an 
nstant,  und  I  oidy  wi«li  tlie  Abbess  would  arrive 
Jim  momentt  and  find  you  wiiliout  any  page 
(t  all." 

Aimiwt  before  »li«  had  ceased  speaking,  the 
little  truant  appeared. 

"Sit  domi,  Mor^iU',"  Raid  I^y  Juliet, 
kindly,  '*  you  look  fliiahed  and  tire<l.  Did  you 
see  tlie  ruby  heart  distinctly?** 

"  Oil  yes — and  the  holy  ladies  on  the  deck  too 

— 1   *aw   tbcm  all — for  I  ran,  after  giving  tlie 

signal,  to  the  rcrj'  verge  of  the  lock  tliat  overhangs 

tile  town,  'rbey  itU  look  just  alike,  Sigiiom: — but 
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I  hope  WO  are  not  ffoing  to  have  five  lady  alib«flMI 
at  once. — WliatwdiiUI  become  of  ruy  loH  Count?" 

Laily  Juliet  now  law,  and  deMXinding  the 
ttepS)  she  n'alked  through  the  court-yard  (o  tJie 
esplanade  in  front  of  it.  The  page  and  Olive  fol- 
lowed her.  The  heat  was  ijiten»e,  and  iieititer 
from  tlie  forest  of  noble  oaks  whidi  fiwed  the 
castle,  at  tlie  distance  of  three  hundred  yards. 
Dor  from  iJie  pa^iturea  that  stretched  round  it  to 
the  right,  did  the  slightest  sound  proceed. 
Birds  and  beoEts  had  alike  withdrawn  from  the 
fcnour  of  the  nitd-d<iy  sun.  Juliet  and  (^ve 
stood  w-itbtn  tlie  shadow  of  tho  gateway,  while 
Morgante  stepped  out  upon  the  glo«ing  gnvd 
before  it  After  a  moment,  the  boy  eschumo*!, 
"  There  they  are,  Sigiiora !  do  you  not  bear 
them?" 

"  No,  indeed,  Mor^ite,"  replied  Juliet 
ping  forward,  "  you  do  but  ftmc)-  it." 

She  liatone*!,  liowever,  atten^vely,  and  pr 
sently  caught  a  dLttaut  sound;  in  a  few  niinutc 
after,  the  cavaleade  was  m  dUtiuctly  heard 
proeching,  that  «hc  liastily  retreated  to  tlw 
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Ffenning  ihe  women  eiul  ber  page  to  Ere 
mif  to  pbce  tKemsclvcii  immcdtately,  accord- 
■I  ID  die  Count'*  iiwtructions.  tt  appeared  to 
A  bMrerrr,  a  long  time  before  anr  fiiitber 
^nl  leadiMl  Uiem.  Juliet's  licnrt  beat  quick, 
■hen  at  lent^  the  hones'  boo6  Manned  vuddenly 
b  Eodi  the  gnvel  of  the  esphaaAe. — In  another 
mmat  ibe  sfaouLd  see  tJie  being  into  whose 
ftmn  the  waa  to  be  tbrown  for  the  rest  of  her 

He if 

K    Btr  mgJiatiotiB  were  here  cut  abort ;  several 

■     rf  the  Count's  aerving-nien,  ont-steppio^   the 

mnitaiey  rasbed  forward,  and  iaytng  their  hands 

ifm  the  already  wide  npen  gates,  evinced  their 

kimit  by  endeavouring  to  stretch  them  wider  stilL 
The  next  Dunneni  there  entered  ten  men-at- 
■■Si,  moonted  on  their  powerful  chaigets.,  who 
Mged  thenuelres  on  each  ade  of  the  court; 
mat  come  the  fuur  priests,  who  rode  up  to  the 
■qw,  and  took  tbcir  stationB  two  on  either  side. 
Tk  Wy  bdics  fbUowed,  and  then  the  rest  uf 
the  attenduitEL 
iafie^t    eyet   were    riretti^  on    the    female 
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T  liopc  w«  arc  not  going'  tA  have  five  Irnly  : 
atoiic'O. — ^Wliat  wotiidinrcomoofmy  lonl  Cotint !" 

Lady  Juliet   now  raw,   Hiitl   de^ocntLiiif; 
steps,  <ibe  walke<l  ibroiigli  Ui«  coiirt-yunl  to  i 
esjjlaiiade  ia  front  of  iL   The  page  and  Olive  fg! 
lowed  her.     The  lieat  was  intense,  an<l  neit 
from  tlie  forest  of  noble  oaks  wMcb  faced 
cantle,  at  the  distance  of  tliree  hundred  yt 
nor  from  the  pastures  tliat  sCreldied  round  it 
the    right,    did     tlie   slightest    sound    pr 
Birds  and  beasts  had  alike  wiiJidrawn  from 
fervour  of  tliv  mid-day  kuii.     Juliet  and  Olil 
stood  withiit  the  shadow  of  the  gateway,  wl 
Morgante  Alep]>ed  out  upon  the  glowing  jrniv 
before  it.     After  a  moment,  the  boy  exclaii 
"  There  they  are,  Stgnora !   do  you  not  he 
them?" 

**  No,  iiidppd,  Morgante,"  ropliod  Juliet 
piug  furwiinl,  '*  you  do  hut  fancy  it." 

She  listened,  however,  attentively,  mid  pr 
scntly  caught  u  diDtaiit  sound;  !ii  a  few  mtaut 
after,  the  caM^lcadv  wiut  «o  di^^iiiclly  IitMird  ap-i 
proachtog,  that  she  hastily  rvii«ali»d  to  tlie  hall. 
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the  women  utA  tier  pagA  t«  be 
mij  fa)  plocr  tfarmM-Wcs  immediately,  accord- 
og  la  the  Coaiit'fi  iii&tractioiu.  It  appcsred  to 
A  tHnrerer,  a  long  time  bcforo  any  further 
4pal  reached  them.  Juliet's  heart  brat  qukk, 
vfamMkngtb  iltc  horees' I100& Mcmed  snddenljr 
IB  mdh  the  gravel  of  the  capfasmde. — In  another 
■■■Hit  die  ftbould  see  the  bdng  into  whose 
fonr  abe  waa  to  be  thrown  for  the  mt  of  her 

a, — if — 

Her  meditariBm  were  here  cut  short ;  eereial 
rf  the  Count's  eerving-meo,  out-stepjnng  the 
onlcMle,  roehed  CMwartl,  aod  laying  tbeir  hands 
^n  ^  abeady  wide  open  gate^  evinced  their 
■■1,  by  endeaTooriag  to  stretch  them  wider  still. 

The  nvxl  mcment  there  entered  ten  men-ai- 
■■1,  iiiiiiiiili  i1  UD  their  powerful  chargers,  who 
aagcd  ^ensdrei  on  each  side  of  the  coun; 
mU  came  the  four  priests,  who  rode  up  to  the 
Heps,  and  took  tbetr  statitma  two  on  either  udo. 
TV  holy  bdies  followed,  and  (hen  the  rest  of 
the  atteMbnts. 

Jnfin'*    eyes   were   riretted  on    the    female 
e3 
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I  iioj>c  «-c  are  not  going  to  liave  dw  Uu\y  ahhetst* 
U  on<.-L>. — WItat  trouM  bccomv  of  my  lord  Couut !" . 

Lady  Julirt  ituw  tdm',  aiul  dcsociMling  the 
auptj  abe  wmlkctl  ihroiifrli  tlu'  court-ynrd  lo  the 
etptanade  iu  front  of  it.  'I'lie  ]ui^  and  Olive  fol- ' 
lowvd  Wr.  Tbc  beat  v-ns  intciur,  and  imth* 
froin  die  forest  of  ntMe  oaks  whicli  fucn\  (be 
caMlo,  at  tbe  distance  of  tliree  hundred  yonh, 
ttur  from  t)iv  iKBturra  that  Mretchod  rouiM)  it  b> 
tlie  ri^it,  did  tlic  iilijrhteiit  mouimI  procood. 
Birds  and  beasts  had  alike  wiihdrawu  from  th« 
fenour  of  tlie  mid-day  sun.  Juliet  and  Oltw 
Rluod  within  the  shadow  of  the  gatewaV)  while 
Mur4;aiite  stepped  out  upon  the  flowing  frmrel 
before  it.  After  a  moment,  the  boy  exehunu<l, 
"  There  tbey  are^  Sipioca !  do  yoa  not  henr 
tbem?" 

"  No,  indeed,  Morpuite,"  replied  Juliet  step- 
ping forK-ord,  "  you  do  but  funcj'  it." 

Slic  UsM-ned,  howrrer,  attentively,  and  pt*- 
wntly  cau)(bt  a  diatiint  sound ;  in  a  few  minuter 
after,  tl>e  cnvalaule  mu  so  HJKttnctly  h<-ard  ap- 
pruwhiiig,  t]Mt  At  hastily  retrritted  to  tlic  ball, 
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nnmoniag  die  wumen  vut  ber  pag«  to  be 
ndy  to  pbcc  tbmuclvc*  hxaaeJSateW,  aeoord- 
ig  to  tbe  Count**  instnutioiM.  It  itppmcil  to 
11,  boirever,  ft  long;  time  before  lay  Autber 
ignal  reached  tben.  Juliel*s  bean  beat  qidck, 
fbea  at  Icngtli  tbe  horsips'  boo&  seemed  Eudtl«nl]r 
0  rcftdi  tbe  gnvel  of  tbe  esplanade. — In  anoibrr 
Mnnent  tite  sliould  see  tJkC  hviag  into  trbow 
tower  bW  «iis  to  be  tlirown  fbr  the  rest  of  ber 

ife^ — if — 

Her  mediiatiotis  were  here  cut  sliorl ;  sevenl 
if  the  Count's  wrving-men,  out-stepping  the 
csrakade,  ruahtd  ftiTward,  and  laj^jig  their  hand* 
upon  tbe  olroidy  wide  open  g&tes,  erineed  their 
seal,  by  eiKlearoiiriiig  to  stretch  thetn  wider  still. 

The  next  raomcat  there  entered  tea  men-at- 
antu,  mounted  on  their  powerful  chai^iers,  who 
ranged  themselves  on  each  side  of  tbe  coun ; 
next  came  ibo  fotir  pricMs,  who  rode  up  to  tlie 
Mtpt,  end  took  tlii-ir  stations  two  on  either  nde. 
The  holy  ladies  followed,  and  then  the  rest  of 
the  aitetxlants. 

fuiiei's    eyes   were   rivetted  on    the    femnle 


r 
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^u|>;   all  wprc  robod  alili^,  aud  Uie  tioadt  nf 
oil  vmrv  completely  cnrcloped  in  impenetrable 
bUek  vcilti ;  but  her  fitlhcr  hM  the  n-iii  of  oi>e  < 
— the  tb«acU'<l  Abbess  wa*  before  ber. 

Hnd  not  Morgunie  wbUpere<l  in  Her  MUVij 
*'  Now  bdy,  now,  «ie«eeiiil,"  nil  tin*  relioamh 
of  tlie  morning  woiJd  liatc  ariuletl  notliing,  w> 
wholly  tib«orb«d  wm  slio  in  con|pni])luling  the 
fi^ire  tluit  upproHclietl.  Iliiui  remituletl,  liowerert 
•li«  Hl«|»])e4l  forwitnl,  vritli  A  luuite  w  ffracefid  u  h 
Wt8  imtiinil,niid,a»  tbc  Coiint  tumo<I  the  head  of 
the  mule  a«i<le,  dr(i)i|ie(t  on  her  knen  and  ki«»«<l 
tbt!  long  vrhitc  garment  of  the  Abbew. 

Site  could  not  loolc  up  to  Ene«t  tlie  eye  iibe 
dmdfd,  but  m  nIio  knelt,  the  Imty  hdy  bent 
forwitnl  0%'er  Imt,  nitd  ttie  a[n[)le  roUU  of  her 
bhK-k  \-eil  fell  ntouihI  the  bead  of  Juliet.  She 
■liudderod. 

*'  Kiiie,  Juliet !  riftc,  my  child  !"  saiil  a  voice, 
in  a  vrhixjier  of  uidi  Hweet  geotleneu,  that  lli« 
unexpected  tone  brotiglit  tears  to  the  poor  girl's 
eyes. 

She  fttood  up,  and  now  longing  to  look  at  the 


M  ilrtACliMl  to  se«,  fixed  lier  Rearcli- 

i^  eyes  upon  the  veil;  but  it  defied  her  gbmw. 

'Two  grooms  Mood  ready  to  a<Ni<it  the  AIiIm^m 

kn  her  saddle,  bnt  ^^'ing  her  liand  to  the  Count, 

1  disnounted  witlinut   further  b^lp.     lie  le«l 

|k  up  the  Kt4>p«,  and  iJinHtgli  tlit-  luili  into  tlio  |wr- 

ir,  wkidi  liad  been  UApocudly  prcparr«l  for  h^r. 

Uutiet   done   followed.     Even   iJie  nuns  re- 

ined   waiting  in   the  hall,   till   iJiey  aJtoulii 

seire  the  commands  of  the  Abben. 

Oil  entering;  this  lavourite  apartment,  tbe  AI>- 

m  threw  nside  her  reil,  and  looking;  round  it, 

Selaiined,  in  a  voice  of  great  emotion,  "  My  dear 

fiotler!" 

Juliet,  who  was  about  to  upproadi,  intending 
iguii  to  kneel,  and  ask  her  bli'ssiiig,  stootl  like 
me  petrified  before  her. 

fc«  That  the  vVbbete  of  Sant'  C^itlierina's  ?  That 
my  father's  sve-tarT'  The  wonU  rose  to  her  lip, 
bot  did  not  p«M  them.  It  ^*as  not,  however, 
Sear  that  stop^>cd  them ;  nhe  no  longer  thoiigtit 
of  fear,  no  lotiger  fvlt  it ;  hut  a^lonishmeiit, 
amoitnting  to  Mupi'bciion  took  its  place. 
e4 
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The  wurks  of  Titian  bung  ujm>ii  tht-  iruUs; 
she  haul  §eon  her  own  bright  and  youthful  inu^e 
ill  her  gloss,  bul  the  face  she  now  fpaicd  upon 
«-it«  so  majestic  in  ils  loveliness,  so  toudiin^ 
in  itn  {>ale  and  quiet  bcautyt  tlial  firoio  mere 
admiration  she  now  longed  to  kiioel  before 
her. 

The  expression  of  that  perfect  face,  when 
Juliet  &nx  belivld  it,  wii»  ds  90ft  and  feminine, 
M  its  fnitures  wore  rfgulur  and  noble.  T«ir« 
&1I  u{>on  the  chocks  of  the  Abbcsf  us  she  re- 
pi'atiMl,  "  My  dcuT  motlnM- ! — Thht  wiui  her  own 
parloufi  Tbrtxlnre." 

'llie  Count  itevmcd  complete!)'  thrown  otit  of 
bin  |>Iny,  by  tliiit  fxpre^atian  of  natural  ft-elb^. 
Without  rtplyiii);  to  her  worth,  lu>  soi*!,  "  My 
faidy  Ablww, — will  you  take  thi»  chair  of  ■tate?— 
Juliet !  kneel  down,  and  ask  llio  holy  bleMiing;  of 
yuur  aunt." 

ilis  Nster  pbced  herself  in  the  chair  be  had 
led  ber  to,  but  Be«iDcd  unconsctou*  of  hU  words. 
Juliet  followed,  and  falling  at  her  feet,  looked 
up   in   ber   tuce   with    lui   c^tprcMon    of  tore, 
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and  reverence,  tint  oooU  not  b« 

lie  Abbctw  cxiunined  her  feaUur««  witb  an 
muice  of  deep  toterMt.  Slie  fiarted  hrr 
I  ringlets,  luid  kissing  her  forelieail,  ex- 
ined,  >'  Juliet !  dew,  precious  child !  you  are 
ptry  inu^!" 

T1»c1h»I)' Unlit-*,  «!««■?   What  is  your  will? 
key  to  enter  liere  f 
■  Yes,  sir — bid  them  come  in." 
uUet  WW  so  Mruck  by  the  altered  connte- 
ce   and  v«ce  of  the  Abbess  os  she  ft{M>lcc 
le  words  that  alie  rose  from  her  knees,  as 
electrified.     The   voice   u-m    rich    iind   har- 
niouH,  but  the  accent,  that  of  abwilulc  ootn- 
od;  the  features  were  u  laodel  of  maji-stit 
inty,  but  at  that  moment  tbcy  exprcMed  pride, 
erre,  aitd  almost  austerity. 
Meanwhile  the  nuns,  togetlicr  with  the  four 
efMlant  priests,  were  ushered  into  the  room ; 
J    Father    Laurence    followed,    Itiulin^    liia 
tron's  heir.     The  little  boy  was  hi  c<omi>lelely 
iidc  by  the  appearance  of  tlic  whole  fsatyi 
k5 
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tfaat  it  wm  not  witlinut  (lifEcu)ly  llie  co»fe«or 
had  iiidticrcl  Uhn  to  enter;  but  tbe  priott  well 
knew  tliat  he  mutt  not  a|>|)rar  witlimit  hiro.  ft 
was  fortunnte  that  he  liail  so  <l»cri>etly  exerciwd 
hb  audioriiy,  for  the  iiKunoiit  Uie  Cmint  per- 
ceived tlieiii,  he  itlep|>e<l  fgrK-nnl,  and  takiiij^  tbe 
boy'H  liaiid,  usuA — 

"  You  are  late,  sir,  in  coming,  wh«rre  you 
■bouttl  M)  much  wish  to  be : — kneel  duvi'n,  my 
|on." 

"  BcnedidteV  kJiI  the  Abbc«,osten(tuifrhrT 
hand  towards  him.  But  neither  by  liwk  nor 
action,  did  she  rdiu  the  stat4-ly  re»erve  slic  had 
snumed. 

Juliet's  eyes  were  fixed  tnimov(al>ly  upon 
Iter — **  Is  it  tlw  Mtne '/"  ihe  Hud  iniemully, 
"  k  tltnt  tbe  hoc  wfaicb  h  moment  ttgo  ex]>msed 
ludi  trnd^mow  ?" 

A  feeling  at  bitter  diHuppoiitlnicnt  fvll  upon 
bcr  Kpirttit,  as  idte  now  watched  her  nniit.  Swei't 
tcin|>ercd,  and  afTectioDate  in  tbe  extreme,  Juliet'* 
li<>arl  Wl  nu'ltttl  witliin  her,  tu  itlie  llilciietl  to 
tbe  tuudiiitg  voice  that  »]>uke  of  a  mother  who 


miM  more ;  and  not  only  did  her  tCTrora  vanisli, 
hH  iQ  li«r  ludeoufl  forcbodii^  aeemed  so  maor 
J»  of  injustice,  wliicb  she  longed  to  Mono  tor 
bjr  affectioii.     Vo   one  was  errr  born    with  a 
■Dure  loving  natun;  tlian  Juliet,    but  fcvr  have 
becD  pUc«d  in  u  slttuOion  viitn  tbcre  wbs  so 
Idle  to  call  thoir  feeliDg;^  into  action ;  brr  yoong 
hmluv,  and  ber  petted  page,  were  lof^  the  only 
Mugs  abe  could  dare  to  love.     Lately,  indeed, —  ^^ 
nrj  lately, — onotber  object  had  cnnsed  be r  path,  ^^ 
■nd   xwBkt:-iH*<l    a    aentiment   fttoog    in   ei-ery 
varaan's  breast;   stm^^  Mill   in  tbosc  whose 
aflecdinu  have  not  before  been  called  fortJi,"  ■ 
bat  strongest  of  all  in  the  ardent  imaginatioo 
■hI    gloH-tng    heart    of  an    Italian    girL     Yet 
daring  the  fiist  moments  of  her  aunt's  arriTnl, 
At  felt   that   she  had  still  more  love  to  gire. 
Her  in^finatiMi  had  b«^n  seised  upon  by  sur- 
pne,  at  seeing  a  wotnan  still  in  the  meridian 
«f  ber  beaut}',  when  slip  iiad  espected,  (with  no 
ray  good  reaaon  perhaps)  age,  ugliness,   and 
•ereriiy. 

la  yootig  Boi)  aiTectiafkatc   beans   there   is 
b6 
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aEwavH  an  inclinatioo  to  love  wliat  ih^  adnUiv; 
an<l  before  ihe  unfortunate  revulsion  of  fi»ling, 
produce^l  by  the  Count's  ()ue4tioi>,  Jiilioc  tJtoti^ht 
lilie  bad  fouud  a  mother,  sister,  ua<l  fiicDil  in 
one. 

But  now,  iw  die  nitlclted  her  cold  and  proud 
demomiour,  and  ibv  liAt^hty  reserve  witb  wluch 
i»hc  received  even  the  nduliition  of  ker  brutber, 
ibe  fell  tlml,  iiotwitliMiuiilitig  Iter  attractive  rx- 
teritHT,  tliJH  reveri,'<l  aunt  ciould  still  be  terrible. 

Tlic  reiiuuiKler  of  the  duy  pawcil  in  M>teiiui 
■tutelineita.  Juliet  (K-rwveTcd  in  respectful  and 
ocretnoiiioaH  alteixlance,  but  no  look  or  word 
of  lendeniesH  recalled  the  vUioii  of  the  mornini^. 
At  lenf^  the  bell  rang  for  vex^ters.  The 
Ab(>OM  and  her  altendaiil  niinn  enten>d  the 
chapel  by  a  private  door  from  iIh'  Connt'i 
Ubiwy*  wliiefa  opened  upon  a  gallery  overlooli- 
h\fr  the  idrar. 

'Vhh  Knllery,  which  ww  wted  only  by  the 
Count  wkI  Im  ehildren,  had  bcM^u,  on  tlie  preiient 
oocaMiui),  Nurrounded  nith  deep  curtain.4  of  ])itr|)le 
nlk,  that  iM>  euriouB  eye  from  the  chapel  below 
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;bi  diuurb  tlte  ncr«d  priracy  of  ihe  rocloMt^ 

OtHif». 

Ipliet  vraa  coounatMled  hy  her  fattier  lo  utmd 
^bb«!M  to  tikis  private  door,  and  to  enter  M'itli 
,  if  iuvited  to  do  »o ;  l>ut  if  not,  to  retire,  and 
e  ber  station  vitli  the  family  below. 
Et  was  this  srrangcoient,  wbidi,  like  ull  Ilia 
bof  the  ceremonials,  luul  been  repeated  aii<l 
PfUfd  iif^in  and  agBiDi  tktt  luul  imiuced 
KcE  to  fix  on  the  Itour  of  vespers  for  ber 
ignatiou  witli  Iter  lover;  she  knew  tlml  tbe 
lulc  homebuld  would  be  in  die  vlia{>el — that 
■  MTvin.'  would  be  lengthened  l>y  a  iwlemo 
utkitgiving  An-  tlic  safe  arrival  uf  tlie  Abbess, 
d  that  by  retiring  respectfully,  nHthout  irtatr 
g  for  tbe  expected  invii^ttion,  as  »oon  as  ber 
ige  bad  opened  tbe  pri^-ste  door  for  tbe  Iioly 
KNip  to  enter,  abc  could  be  mimed  by  neitlier 


Wht 


he  little  band  of  Mni^rante  trembled  with 
Bgernetis  as  be  cliwed  tbe  dwr  of  tbe  gallery 
pon  tbe  Abbess  aiKi  ber  niin«. 
'•  Now,  lady,  come  witb  t^x-vd.     lie  knows 
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tliat  all  is  Kiff,  and  if  we  tarrj',  he  may  dmnc«  to 
venture  too  (kr  on  die  nuy  tvu-arils  you." 

Juliet  Iwuiidoil  li^itly  iJuitg  tlie  terracet  dovrii 
the  steps,  and  lo  tLc  pnstem  door.  The  page 
undoaed  it,  and  there,  even  there,  wiiliin  a  litin> 
died  yardit  of  all  who  mtut  not  see  bin),  stood 
the  fuir-Iiaired  Mnuiger. 


I  rEAR  that  lo  tlic  young  kdun  nf  Khj^UukI,  of 
the  yenr  1333,  my  Juliet  most  linvo  alnvuly  up- 
peered  (to  Kiy  lite  litiM  of  it)  a  very  tlioiifrlitlcw 
tad  Lmpruftent  penton ;  saul  I  liav«  tu>t  y«t  told 
the  worst  ctrcuin.«tance  of  her  foolUU  love  at3^r. 
Slip  actually  knew  neitlier  tlie  iwine  nor  the 
oountr}-  of  her  lorer.  How  slie  dianwd  to  meet 
him  iltall  be  explaiued  hereafter,  though  no 
esienuitioii  of  her  imprudence  will  be  found  in 
DiaDner  of  it 
In  fiict,  Julie^a  only  excose  lay  iii  her  most 
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cUld-like  iitnoc<ni«>,  tuid  in  the  peculiar  circum- 
fttanceti  of  Iii'r  pcKitioii.  SLe  Lad  ni-vtT  known  u 
mother.  Tbe  noble  Luly  who  gave  Iier  btrdi. 
died  whilst  itbc  was  ntill  nil  iiifiuit,  und  tio  female 
Iiad  been  proWdcd,  who  could  ever  pretend  to 
take  her  phice.  The  mother  of  Olire  had  waited 
upon  ilie  late  CountcM  from  the  time  of  her 
marriag^e,  and  her  daughter,  havijig  been  brought 
up  in  the  castle,  -ame  cliosen  on  llie  recommetMlft- 
doii  of  Father  Laurence,  as  Juliet's  princi|Mil 
attendant,  nflor  she  returned  frnm  the  convent 
where  site  re«cive<l  her  education.  \o  §ingle 
being  wa^  near  her  on  whom  &lie  cx>uld  nilh  pro- 
priety  bestow  either  confidence  or  affection. 
Her  proud  tatlier  wan  quite  out  of  the  question. 

tiler  young  brother,  tliough  mild  and  amiable  m 
temper,  vras  incapable  of  being  more  to  her  tliaii 
h  pelted  plaything;  and  poor  little  Morganto, 
Iknigli  the  most  laitliful  of  pages,  WM  hardly  lit, 
with  all  h»  sharp  wit  and  ready  inrcntioii,  to  l>e 
the  tiole  confidaiil  of  tlie  beautiful  and  lugh-bom 
Julii-L  Vet  so  it  was.  XererlbeleHs,  it  is  but 
juotim  lovnmlii   Morgantc  to  corTcm,  that,  in 
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■'present  instance,  hb  ducretion  bad  slKmni 
felf  M  greai  advantage ;  fnr  lie  had  mon>  Omii 
ee  v^iiured  In  bint  tfaat  lie  linulily  wtJtnl 
)  ynung  mistress  knen-  sometliiiig  of  ber  lover"* 
me  Bi>d  nuilc.  Tliat  the  latter  was  noble* 
mrmer,  he  found  it  «-us  treason  Xn  doubt,  and 
erefure  ceased  to  glance  at  the  potwibiliiy  of 
L  being  otherwise;  bat  that  it  would  l>e  de- 
«ble  to  know  his  name,  wati  an  opinion  by 
liicb  be  held  atoutljr,  and  agtunst  dus,  Juliet 
id  ne%-er  brought  any  ver)-  powerful  objcc* 
aOB. 

During  tie  interriew  of  the  evening  before, 
no  wliidi,  as  lie  brought  only  a  verbal  tnes- 
)ge,  be  thought  be  might  wedge  somcdiing 
Menibling  a  question,  Morgante  hoi  most 
e^ectfuUy  insinuated,  to  biro  of  the  green  and 
Urer,  that  his  having  the  oondcacension  lo 
xnnmiuiicate  hi«  name  would  be  a  cireum- 
itance  likely  to  be  extremely  well  received  by 
Jie  Lady  Juliet  d'AIbano. 

The  yonng  man  laughed  heartily,  but  be- 
trayed no  symptom  of  being  offended. 


M 


THE  ABBEIM. 


*<  Lvt  mfl  bo  oillcd  Amadis,"  said  he  giily : 
"  the  name  would  do  excellently  well,  bnt 
should  yoti  tliink  otherwise,  boy,  I  luive  no  sort 
of  objection  to  your  giving  mc  Bny  other  your 
biicy  may  iirefer." 

Ad  UtU  iiuempt  wa«  un^uccewftil,  Morgwiic 
made  no  mention  of  it  to  his  miHtrewi,  but,  a> 
usual,  she  repaired  to  tlie  amignation,  fully  tW- 
tcrmiiied  that  before  she  returned,  she  would 
lake  measures  to  learn  nhat  it  so  deeply  in- 
|>ortcd  her  to  know. 

Hie  meeting  was  all  that  lorere*  sweet  stolon 
meetings  miutt  be — made  up  of  mpture,  anguish, 
fear,  and  hope.  Juliet  told  him  all — but  olat ) 
he  told  Iier  uolltinf^,  excepting,  indeed,  that 
she  wm  dearer  to  bim  than  liis  life,  itnd  tliat 
he  would  never  permit  ber  being  immured 
within  the  Itateful  walls  of  a  clouil«r. 

"\o,  Juliet,"  be  continued,  "that  shall 
never  be;  and,  moreover,  pretty  one,  1  will 
bare  tbee  for  my  wife,  or  never  press  the  band 
of  woman  in  marringe." 

"  O  tell  me,  then,"  she  replied,  "  tell  me — 
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ihal  it  b  M>  cruel  to  reftuie— why  is  tlta  my»- 

try?     Can  you  not  trust  me? I  (pU 

ou  all -." 

Ti^n  cnin«  to  the  eyes  of  Juliet  aa  she  spoke, 
□  »ceing  wliicK  the  guy  iispcct  of  the  youn^ 
nan  was  duingcd  (o  a  look  of  ^reat  *luc|uictu(lc  t 
c  withdrcix-  the  arm  that  he  lud  thrown  round 
ler,  and  aaid,  mournfully, — 

**  I  liavc  abettdjr  told  you,  Julivtr  tint  you 
nuftt  trtut — or  eke  dMUidoii  mc  for  eirtt." 
*'  And  tltaU  I  never  know  ." 

**  I>i«tract  me  not,"  mid  be,  lutemipllnf;  hi-r 
rehrme nt)y,  "  with  questions  tliat  I  cannot 
uwwer.  I  lure  you— «j»d  will  wake  you  mine, 
OT  perish." 

**  And  with  no  Rtain,  Sir,  upon  my  noble 
name  ?"  said  Juliet,  with  more  di^iity  than  fthe 
liad  ever  a«tuine«i  in  speaking  to  him. 

The  brtglit  blue  eye»of  the  youtli  fixed  them- 
selves upon  her  witli  n  meaning  that  tihe  could  not 
interpret^  wliHe  hEs  lips  displayed  his  beautiful 
teeth  as  tliey  parted — not  to  aniiwcr  her  Milcmn 
question ;  but  as  tt  ^uld  seem  to  make  a  jest 
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of  il,  for  a  •tmile  of  jm^retsiblfi  mcTrimctit  took 
pofweesion  of  bitt  feature*. 

The  blood  of  all  tlie  Albnnoa  rme  to  the 
chrrkfl  and  forcbeitd  of  Juliet.  Her  l<n'*T  saw 
it,  and  iii«tajitly  changijig  the  air  of  le»ity  which 
luid  so  dwply  wounded  her,  replied  in  a  tope  as 
Kcrious  as  Iier  own,  "  Would  to  heaven,  Jutieti 
110  g7««tcr  difficultiea  lay  between  lu,  than 
that  of  proving  to  you,  how  dear  I  hold  your 
lionotir  ." 

"  Nay,  I  will  not — I  cannot  doubt  you — fain- 
wel] ! — Jiircwcll  !**  biu<I  Juliet,  angr}-  witli  herself 
fur  having  for  a  moment  b<'en  iuigry  with  hiiii. 

"  Yet,  go  not,  till  you  have  promised  to  be 
here  at  the  sune  hour  to-morrow.  Thrr«  ia 
much  to  reiMlor  my  remaining  on  thift  ennt 
highly  imprwlent ;  but  while  your  late  remains 
in  tbis  uncertainly,  I  cannot  go.  It  must 
be  nettlrd  won — in  It  not  so?  When  does  the 
AbbesN  lenve  you?" 

Juliet  replied,  by  gi^'iiig  him  all  the  infomuH 
tlon  in  her  power :  and  renpecting  her  promise 
of  returning  the  following  erenJitg  at  the  ume 
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r,  Uwlt  her  tiog«ruig;  deportuiw,  jiut  In  tim« 
kbcar  die  last  notes  of  die  ''  HiMaiiiui  in  fx- 
nun,"  as  she  hunied  past  ihe  wirutom  uf  the 
lupel. 

f  £xiictly  ut  tlitt  prnper  tDnmrnt^  tho  foge  un- 
knWi  tlic-  ilotn*  of  the  gallery,  and  Julin  stowl 

l(le  it  vritli  dowDcaflt  eyes. 
I  Her  liean  beat  so  viotently,  both  from  nfritiiti<i» 
exercise,  that  she  aUnost  feared  itx  Mron^ 
TOiiUI  betray  Iter.  She  bitstfwl  the 
'Mpeetiut  silence  to  whidt  her  duty  restricted 
►er,  ior  lu  have  iijioken a  Kingli;  u<ird ^»e fi-lt  miwt 
»are  been  impossible.  PitIuijw  while  rejoicing 
in  her  Becurity,  »Jic  forgot  tlie  bciglitcned  culuur 
of  her  chcehs, 

■  The  Abbesa  walked  a  few  paces  towards  her 
dumber  m  slence,  witii  Juliet  by  Iter  siile;  hhe 
then  stopped,  and  looking  in  her  &ee,  pro- 
nounced her  name,  with  the  same  sweet  fone  in 
which  site  had  first  ^wken  it.  Juliet  raised  her 
eyef ;  but  there  was  sometliing  in  the  gliuice  &lie 
encountered,  that  made  her  instantly  drop  them 
There  was  im  expression  of  curious  «cru- 
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tiny,  and  sdU  1«m  of  aii^y  screrity  in  tbe  glance 
— but  tliere  wa»  a  stnilv,  so  fitll  of  tneoning,  tliat 
she  fvll  almcKt  cvrlain  slir  vas  betrayed.    . 

"  Go  to  your  room,  my  t^ld,"  snid  her  mys- 
terious aunt,  "re]>o«c  youim-lf — I  shull  not  re- 
quire your  ailenduncc  a^ut  iliw  cv-i'iiiiig,  luid 
nill  tcti  your  Either  that  I  liavc  disinuD'i.'tl  you.^ 
Benedit-ite !" 

Onoe  more  witliiii  ilie  shelter  of  her  chwobor, 
Juliet  wt  hentelf  to  review  all  tlie  eveiitH  oftlw 
last  Sf^taling  twenty-rour  houn. 

Witliin  tliat  time  she  had  licnrd  tlie  cloister 
pronmmced  to  be  Imt  fiite,  by  one  who  wait  only 
too  well  informcMl  upon   the  stibjeet;   tbe  luul 
listened  to  rows  of  eternal  Un-e  from  one  whom       . 
ber  yoiing  liuicy  citing  to,  with  all  the  tenderness  ^M 
of  vromaii'H  lint  affection — and — not  ibe  least  im- 
portant drcutnstance  in  tbeac  evcnlfid  hours —  ^fl 
«l)e  lifld  wm  tlie  saintly  Abbe»  of  Suit'  Catlia-  ^ 
liua'i,  M  long  unknown,  ai>d   so  deeply  feare<L 
Not  aU  tbe  lender  recollections  of  tltnl  Itour  of 
tore,  not  nil  tbe  terror  of  her  tbreatvned  fate, 
could  long  detuin  bor  ibonghia,  or  ercn 
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jwidi  Utia  lasl  object  of  woiuler,  Inu-rett, 
aysterj'. 

amid  all  the  epitlieto  of  admirativn  ao 

ly  nsed  by  htr  liulicr,  when  qieakia^f  of  liw 

GeTaldlne,  did  the  word  beautijvl  never 

p    It  was  many  yean  Kinoe  ibey  had  met. 

Mild  he  liavc  fargoUeu  k«r  ?    Why  had  she 

ten  told  that  tliia  extraordtnary  |>enon  was 

I  the  fuU  pridf  of  wontaitly  beauty  ?    Whit 

hUtor)-  ?    How  had  she  already  attained 

LT  atid  Lufluence,  90  gnally  exceeding  that 

other  perwHi  of  equal  rank  ? 

aninrer  (hew  questioDs  ww  t>eyoii(I  her 

ix,  nor  was  it  less  w,  lo  <Ieline  what  were  tlie 

petit*  with  which  lliia  extiaordiuary  wotnaa 

p^iireil  tier. — lA>ve.  fear,  and  curiiMt)'  were 

'qimlly   hieiided,   that  she  knew  not  which 

ipied  her  nmiit.     But  more  than  id),  pcrhapa, 

•traiifife  nnile  r««ted  on  her  uieiiuny. — What 

A  it  mean? 

.liere  was  sometbiiif^  very  like  enjoyincnt  to 
tet,  after  a  day  of  mich  mrted  and  Btrong  ^mo- 
b  the  ]ierf<rct  silence  and  aolitude  of  her 
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twiliglit  clinmbcr,  nnd  tli<r  ]>ow(rr  of  musing  un- 
interrupted))' on  all  the  circumstances  of  bcr 
fiiliiation. — Had  she  bwii  ton  years  older,  sbe 
would  luive  Keen  more  rcuison  for  fearing,  tiiat  lier 
father's  |)leasure  respecting  ber  would  be  fulfilled, 
than  tliatbernamclewttorer  isbuiild  find  tlicmMitt 
of  prerenling  it, — l>tit  »t  tiixieen,  love  ntul  hope 
nre  loo  finnly  united  for  eommoii  tvume  to  divortv 
tJiem,  aiid  lior  reverie  was  far  fraiD  being  jinbtful 
Hiippily  for  Jiilii'tt  her  iii<)iii*itiv<-  luiiidiraiid  wm 
too  agT«eal>ly  occupied  in  Hhowiiig  olT  lu>r  eye* 
and  her  ribbons  to  ibe  new  cmncr*,  htiili  lay  and 
fpiritual,  to  (muble  her  mistress  wiOi  lier  preneiice. 
and  she  was  Mill  ^iltirifr  ^leep  in  thought,  un- 
mindful of  tlie  darkness,  when  a  gentle  tap 
M  the  door,  broke  in  upon  her  medimtion. 

**  Come  ill,"  slie  tutid,  and  her  page  entered, 
bearing  a  hunp,  and  u  lodver  on  which  waa 
pbcfd  n  «ntaU  cup  of  wine,  with  itoine  dried  fruit 
and  biscuit. 

Morgiuile  was  never  nnulMcrvant,  even  in  bis 
moni  tricki»h  moods  of  iiny  thiii^  concerning 
lady  Juliet;  lie  had  this  day  stood  hvliiiid  her. 
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botk  u  (iiniwT  and  mtpper,  uid  r«- 
dtat  wbaiever  dainties  were  jiut  itpaii 
ibe  bad  no  appetite  (o  eat  them:  «n 
£»coTered  ibat  Olire  ««b  iev\iiy  ro- 
Sd  the  performaoce  of  tier  rariaoa  baipit- 
Bties,  he  poMOMd  bintelf  of  the  refrmh- 
abore-mentiaaed,  and  repaired  to  ha  boU- 


R,  intent  as  were  her  neditstioiia)  was  nut 
be  ao  inttmipled.     The  goanp  of  her 

PWM  always  full  of  maner.  and  while 
hiw  attention  by  taking  what  he  bwl 
St  tbe  willinglj-  listened  to  alt  he  wns 
tg  to  ray.  ■* 

bat  think  yon  of  her,  Signora?     We  did 
Eped  to  «c«  any  thing  like  that,  did  we  ? 
ahe  looks  like  a  qaeen^-or  au  angel !     I 
as  soon  harethoiight  to  see  the  Pope  look 
Be,  as  an  Abbew  like  ber." 
In  trnth,  Moi^nnlf,  my  annt  is  wondrously 
Bke  what  I   expected  to  »ee  her. — What 
rather  Laurence  concerning  her?" 
He  seciDS  aa  much  afraid  uf  her  aa  the  Count 
lut.  r 
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himself  does.  I  would,  Siirnom,  Uiat  you  IukI 
watclied  liim  at  tabic,  ait  I  did ;  hv  wns  Hhowing 
off  to  the  quiet  Futlicr  Amrlmo,  t]i>t\  the  grent 
luly's  coiifewMr  ymi  know,  be  was  KhowLag  off 
tt  him,  how  much  at  home  ho  was  m  tlio  (ifnnd 
caetlc;  he  pu^lipd  the  wine  eup  to  the  good 
liuher,  who  «lill  refused  it,  and  then  he  drained 
it  numfully  himself;  but,  iia  his  ill  luclc  would 
liave  it,  just  as  \m  jolly  &ee  n-as  withdrawn  from 
the  flagon,  he  met  the  hidy  Abbcw's  wonderful 
eyca  wide  open,  and  fixed  upon  liim.  Uh  !  you 
should  have  Men  him,  Signora,"  cx>iitinu4^1  the 
bo)-,  skipping  witli  delimit,  **  you  «liould  have 
«een  bow  be  tried  to  put  lii-<  fi.>»ttire«  buck  Into 
aeeinly  onler :  I  looked  al  the  Abbrw  then,  luid 
tli«re  was  a  smile  ui>on  her  lip ;  perhaps,  Si^ 
norm  you  have  not  seen  her  smile  yet  f  I  never 
WW  any  body  speak  before,  without  using  their 
tongue,  but  her  smile  said  plainly,  <  Oh  you 
drunken  old  varlet !  yon  iliink  that  I  don't  see 
what  you  are  about — but  you  are  mirtaken  thercb 
Muter  Prie«t ;  I  can  see  almost  a§  ^  into  tby 
greedy,  wine-bibbing   heart,   as  God   himself,' 
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TbCmH  exactly  what  the  smile  meaot,  j^gnora, 
I  TO  quite  »urv  of  it." 
**  And  OUvp,  Mor|!;ant«,  what  aayt  Ae  to  my 

"  Wby  Hm  b^gage  had  the  confidence  to  say 
to  Falher  Ijiorenoe*  with  her  smcy  leer,  *  Well, 
Fither,  1  would  be  a  nun  myself,  i(  1  thot^^ht  I 
Inok  as  bnixlMnne  in  a  veil  »  our  Lwly 
Abbeas  r*  be  whUpcnd  somciliing  in  lier  ear  tliut 
ber  blmlt,  ftnd  blmb  sbe  well  tnighlf  for 
her  irapDcIence — she  look  u  haadiome  us  tlte 
Ahb«M!" 

"  My  dear  Alorgonte,"  said  Jotiet,  laa^hin^, 
•*  your  head  acema  ab«olntfly  turned  by  my 
beautiful  atinl." 

■  Is  it  not  a  pity,  lady,  that  she  should  be  n 
1?     And  yet  what  a  state  she  lutlda !     Pei^ 
,  alw  likes  her  power  and  her  pomp,  better 
I'dmi  a  hmbwid  and  childreti." 

**  Very  likely,  Morgonte,  so  iratte  no  more 
regrcta  on  her — «he  u  a  mystery  tliat  neither 
r  1  tball  eiMily  unrareL — How  do  her 
tlitDofnen  coaduct  thcmselres?* 
t2 
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*'  Of  that,  Signora,  I  know  but  little,  for  I 
hvre  not  b«en  much  among  them. — I  like  tbat 
g^cntle  old  man,  her  confessor;  an  to  lier  nuDR,  I 
will  only  say,  tltat  ibey  are  wondrouoly  little 
like  herself." 

"  Who  is  with  the  Abbess  now,  MorganW?" 

"  Many,  lady,  ray  lor<l  the  Coiuit — »liut  np 
ill  alone  with  her  in  your  pwtoiir.  1  nuirrel  he 
ulimtvA  M  miidi  joy  »t  her  coming,  for  by  St. 
Frani'ts,  he  Bcems  to  stniid  tu  much  in  awe  of 
her,  MS  our  village  boys  do  of  the  dominie." 

"  Tiidi,  boy !  a  goo«l  (.'atltolic  always  tpstifies 
n-fi)MM-t  iH'furc  the  dignitJirivM  of  his  church, 
wliatevrr  relation  he  may  beiu-  tliem :  they  are 
MOW  togotlicr  llien,  Mor^nte  ?" 

"  Yes,  Signoni — aixl  the  biily  nunx  arc  shut 
up  by  thcmnclvt-n  in  the  cant  juirloiir.  Poor 
DOoLi  1  I  warrant  tbry  oro  tired  enough  of  tlidr 
com])iiny !" 

"  WeU !  good  nigbt,  hoy;  it  is  time  wo  both 
kIiouM  go  10  nnu  Tell  Olive,  nbe  need  not 
oomc  to  me  to-night ;  her  car<^  mtnt  be  wnnted 
for  our  numeroii»  guests.  Good  night,  Mw^jiuite.'* 
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^^     CHAPTER  VIL 

1 

Imtmuni  lUi  people  ixn  &it  age.                             ^^^H 

BILE  the  Lady  GeroliIItie  aiul  Iter  bio-        ^^H 
ire    enga^^    ui    varncsc  convenaiinn.         ^^H 
XT  dumiwji^  JuiiiA,  tlie  Abbess  went         ^^H 
irlour  pr«|ttre(l  for  Iier,  accorn{nnie<l  by         ^^^M 
s;  but  fiiuling  liie  Count  aiul  liU  wii        ^^H 
Ibere,  she  ngniiiiM  tH:r  uisb  Uuii  iJu-y             f 
eave  her. 
Ikerto    the   Abbefw    bad    taken    but  little 
f  the  pretty  boy,  who  was  considered  by 
IT  &9  so  very  iinportaut  a  persoitage ;  but 
[m  HOW  looking  at  her  timidly,  she  hekl 
hand,  niid  drawbig  him  gently  tonardi 
f3 
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her,  said,  "  Tlth  U  truly  aii  luitiaii  fiKe,  Theo- 
dore, nod  a  very  Wely  one;  but  Jiilivt,  with 
tlie  brow  of  Italy,  haH  abniwt  tlio  coinploxioii 
of  Eii}(Uuid.  She  wonderfully  reM'inbles  our 
mother." 

TIiv  C<Kirit  crcmed  hlntwlf,  niid  liU  lips 
moved  slightly,  04  if  !d  inward  ]>r»yer.  The 
Lady  Gerahluie  did  not  n])[ieur  tu  iiotim  him, 
but  sratinK  berwlf  in  the  chair  of  iftate,  made 
FtT(Iiiiund  jtluce  liimself  on  the  cusliion  at  ber 
Int. 

"  And  wHmt  arc  you  to  be,  my  pretty  sir  ?" 
nbe  said,  caressing  th«  dark  ringlets  of  hit 
beautiful  hair,  "  A  mldMr  ?  an  ambassador  ?  or  a 
cardinal)"* 

f  He  M  not  yet  eloren  year*  okl,  Oeraidine. 
It  H  at  prraciit  too  curly  to  draile." 

"  Most  surely. — I  did  biitjiiU  with  him." 

"  Where  is  the  Lady  Juliet  ?"  i«id  the  Connt 
abruptly.  "  Methinks  -the  U  Htnuigely  itegligent 
in  Iht  duty,  not  to  be  in  attendance  on  you, 
liner." 

**  Not   w,    indeed.     As  we   returned  ^m 
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k  I  rcfnarked  tliat  sbc  lookwl  fat%u«l, 
de  ber  go  ta  rnt.  I  feur,  my  I^nl,  iJ»p 
nceplion  you  Iiare  giren  me  and  iny 
km  OHM  yoa  trooble." 
f  Count  Theodore  Ured  half  a  cieniur}' 
bi-«  jmliie  reply  would  hare  laid  bim  «f>eii 
k  dbatrge  of  plagiarism,  for  it  <*as  verj'  like 
^Mad>eth, 

The  labour  we  ^igbl  \m  phjiia  piUii. 
I.  WBB,  however,  he  had,  as  be  draer^'ed,  full 
I  for  it,  and  the  AbbeM  bowed  ber  UiaiikH 
nously. 

'  occurred  to  the  Count,  that  t)ie  atweiKv 
liel  afforded  a  &vourable  opportunity  for 
sing  with  I^iuly  (K-ntldiiiv  fOH|>c<:ting  her, 
hi-  dituniwed  th«  boy  to  hia  ro»t. 
He  i*,   iitdced,  a  lovely   child,"  said   the 
MM,  BB  Ike  clmed   the  door  behind  him.— 
have  wldoai  occit  a  handsomer  face." 
■  He  is  the  bat  of  his  race,  tusier,"  said  tlie 
nt,  witbtomewhat  of  apathetic  whine,  "tuid 
■j^J,  of  all  men  living',  shotdd  and  woidd 
HP^Mt  tu  refuse  a  child  to  the  church,  ojid 
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tluM^  I  ftliould  consider  die  bnritif;  anottifr 
cardinal  a<lde({  to  our  pe(li^iN>  as  an  lM>no(ir. 
f^ary,  unci  blessing;,  yet,  as  tlie  race  would  be 
extinct  in  tlie  case  of  Ferdinand's  becoming  at 
you  hinted " 

'*  Do  not  tliink  itf  brother — I  did  but  jeit  witb 
iJie  boy.     You  could  not  object  more  strongly  ta 
his   being  withdrau-n   from   the   world,   than  I 
tihould  do." 
'     The  vain  lather  was  delighted. 

**  It  would,  indeed,"  he  replied,  drawing  him- 
self up,  aa  if  the  better  to  sustain  tlie  weight  of 
all  Ids  dignities,  "  It  would,  uideetl,  be  doing  ill 
to  our  country  to  pboe  the  eiglilh  Count  d'AU 
bano  ill  a  utuation  that  must  prevent  his  jierpe- 
tnating  his  illustrious  Iwiue !" 

'*  God  forbid  you  should  do  so." 

"  Vou  are  right,  GetvMine,  you  are  right ; 
M  &r  the  Catholic  yields  to  the  patriot  But 
you  have  taught  us,  sister,  that  a  daughter,  dedj- 
atod  to  the  church,  nuiy  bring  iw  mudi  glory  to 
her  race  as  the  holiest  cardinal  tliat  eior  wore  a 
hsC     It  too,  have  a  daughter,  luid  1  freely,  joy- 
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^mtunplmnt])-,  bo<tow  ber  on  tlu>  chtirch. 
■  shall  return  witli  you  to  Snnt'  (.'ntlM'niui'i — 
Icbere — with  your  guod  [rlciniirv,  ^\ie  iJinll 

Evtm*." 
ct?" 
(line  d'AIbfluio  was  luituridly  en  pole  dint 
in  Itliwh  M  now  ilyed  her  cbrrks  cviikl  not 

tihacn-ed.     Tl)c  Count   wiw  ixiropUtoly 
and  the  more  to,  as  ber  vyc»  beinj; 
Rtly    fixed   Ml  the  ground,    he    lo«  tJir  • 

'  (if  any  coininentary  which  tln-y  nitg;ht 
■fibrded.     A  moment's   silence   follow<^, 

the  Count  rt^timcd. 
mwt,  aistcT,  tliut  ito  U-\-ity  in  the  tnatuier 
I  bearing  of  my  datigbtcr  InuU  you  to  eonaider 
'  m  unworthy  at  the  honour  designed  her  ?' 
**  Has  Juliet  cxprcMed  nny  wish  to  take  i)h.> 

ar 

**JHUet  bvery  young,  and  has  never,  I  be- 

m,  givea   a   thought   to   the   future   in  any 

ly." 

"  Then  you  ha%'c  not  onnouneed  t«  tier  your 
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"  Nerer  distiuct)^ — I  have  sometimes  tuiited 
that  a  high  calling  was  before  her." 

"  And  iuiw  rfid  «lie  receive  it?" 

"  She  is  so  mere  a  child,  tliat  it  would  be 
(liflintlt  to  judge  u-tmt  jKLvies  in  her  Uioughts. 
It  It  you,  Geral<line,  who  will,  I  h<^e,  ootninu- 
iiieaie  tliin  ititelligence  to  her." 

"  SImiuIH  I  fiiiH  lier  ill-disposed  towards  onr 
boljr  ukllitig — you  will,  of  courw,  iilMuidoii  the 
idea  of  it." 

"  Tliink  not  so  lightly  of  nw.  Abbess  of  Sant* 
Catherina'a.  Though  my  fate  lus  itot  given  me 
occauion  to  display  such  strength  of  character. 
m  wv  know  lias  distinguished  you.  yet  I  tnM 
I  never  have  been  found  weak  or  vacillating.  1 
intend  my  daughti>r  for  ilie  doister,  and,  m»u^ 
«<Uy,  I  can  iinagine  no  reason  wliaisoever,  wluch, 
by  any  [MMMibiUty,  couhl  induce  me  to  diaiige 
my  purpose." 

To  this  deelamlion,  pronounced  with  all  the 
potn|K>uH  olMtiiuicy  of  a  weak  jiroud  man,  tliv 
AbbnM  tmwU*  no  reply ;  she  cuutinunl  to  lUten 
in  silence,  for  vrine  time  longvr,  tu  tlu-  wlf-bw* 
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iry  itrain  in  wbtrli  dir  CcHini  c1«ligti(«(I  to 
ti%e;  but,  itt  Uioigtb,  ukiiq;  adt-antnge  of  » 
ft  pansp,  ftbe  roev  umI  irs|>rii*H>l  n  wkl*  itf 
riii^  for  the  ni|chi. 

jer  cvrcoMniwiK  brolbi-r  woiiUl  irat  let  ht-r 
m  die  nmo,  till  be-  KuH  iiununoiicil  ludf-ih- 
|B  cf  Udttyn  Co  liglil  hrr  ifaroufth  dii-  liall : 
■MDinpiiuit^  Wr  faimwlf  lo  iIh*  focic  vf  tli« 
Ercae,  and  Uwk  tits  ivaw  for  div  night,  with 
tbtgrwable  conviction  that  be  b«H  impntM-d 
hritii  (te^  feelings,  both  of  his  tunctity  whI 
Bom. 

While  lUc  tio)>lc  brother  Hui  MiMer  were  iliu* 
f^f^U  Olire,  jnnly  from  curiodty,  and  iwnly 
■ID  good  nature,  wm  cultivuting  the  acquaint* 
ce  of  ibe  HUM. 

She  did  not,  hwwevcr,  enter  tlii-ir  parlour  till 
A  had  lint  HttiiifiMl  h«T«eif  tliat  her  cares  were 
)t  trained  elsewhere. 

Ifer  good  friend.  Father  Latirenee,  ma  e»- 
lyiog;  lui  hour's  ntmfortiLblc  coiivpruitioii  with 
ke  almoner,  who  wafl  the  only  one  of  thr 
1-6 
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Abbess's  party  with  whom  he  had  succeeded  in^ 
his  uUemjiu  to  be  agKouble. 

1'he  otbttr  prii^ts  luul  alraady  retired  for  tbe  < 
night,  luid  thu  n-st  of  ll)e  suite  were  «ii);aged 
sall^y  to  tlieir  mpectivv  situations  iu  it,  Mithi 
tlie  different  niemben  of  the  household. 

"  b  therp  any  tliiiig,  dear  ladies,  tliat  1  can  j 
get  for  you,  or  do  for  you  7'  cud  Olive,  u  she  ] 
entered  the  parlour  of  the  nuns.     "  I  fetir  you 
muHt  find  yourselves  very  lotiely  here."  ^M 

"  Not  so,   daughter,"  suid  tlw  eldest!  of  the  " 
party,  **  every  tiling  is  well   onlere<l,  aitd  ex> 
eeedingly  comfortable." 

■■  And  so  it  is,  indeed,"  snid  uiiolber,  "  but 
»inoc  tlie  damsel  is  so  eareful  of  im,  il  is  but 
right  to  teli  ber  tluit  sister  tJeatrice  bus  been  far 
from  well  ever  siitce  we  huidvd.  Slie  complain* 
of  md  poiiis  about  the  chest  lUMt  stomach,  aiid  1 
am  of  opinion,  sinter  Martha,  that  n  cup  of  warm 
wine,  well  medicated  with  spice  and  sugar,  woidd 
be  of  !ii»^lar  corafott  to  her." 

"  I  will  not  deny  but  it  tnighl."  replied  tlie 
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fwchwc,  **  but  it  M  |!^tin^  hac,  ntitl,  I  fcMr, 
bi  be  giving  more  trwible  than  wc  would 

but  Imly '* 

Dot  Speak  of  trouble,"  said  (»[v«,  nitli 

lie  ■lacrity,    *'tl  u  both  a  duty  nnd  a 

to  wait  upoti  holy  bdlrs  like  you.     But 

you  tliiuk,  MimctJitng  nice  and  dainty.  En 

ay  of  cmk«s  or  biwuitH,  wouk)  tnakv  tliv 

nore  [MlaUtble — and  iWrr  t»  good  siiire  of 

things  pn-iHitrd — I  took  aav  of  tluit." 

B  am  Hirv  bI>c  is  fit  to  l>e  ii  nun  h«r»elf," 

■iHter  BeMricc.  '•  m>  kind  und  tkoiightrid  1" 

mn?  was  m  uctivc  in  brr  rmcnrdH'*,  tluit  idie 

Lni«d  with  a  qutckntw,  wkidi  iM>t  mily  [>ruvt-d 

own  Kval,  but  that  of  ber  aninianta.     Sliv  «-iia 

own!  by  two  inferior  dauMfk,  tli«  aitc  CHTryiitg^ 

unp,  witli  u  «lver  poaset-ili^li  upon  it,  of  «?iy 

nforUibk'  diniciuuuiis.  and  llie  other,  a  tray, 

jttlttttsuH(lr)'  trifles  wUtcfa  the  well-judging 

a^^ought  might  be  benc6eiiU  to  the  invalid, 

agreeable  to  her  cuni|<anions. 

She  had  cverv  rea»ao  to  bvliere  that  her  kJiul 


were  uot  dtqikasbg  to  any  of  the  boly 
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Iide»,  who  not  only  partook  freely  «f  whsi  sli« 
•et  before  lliem,  but  cnttird  witii  |^iit  ubbUJiy 
iiito  conversation  witli  her. 

"  It  is  rculiy  a  pity,"  «ud  the  venerable  sisier 
Murtba,  uppiii^  tfae  cup  wliicfa  Olive  luul  pre- 
sented to  her,  from  tlic  cheering  cota]Me>ition  on 
the  hunp.  "  It  IS,  indeed,  a  pity  and  »  sorrow,  that 
such  •  sightly  damsel  us  you  are.  should  be  af- 
fronted every  tiay  you  live,  by  having  tiie  bold 
e)'es  of  ungodly  mi>n  aicn  upon  you. — Huw  well 
•he  would  look  ill  a  liandean  nnd  hood,  sister 
Clara,— wouUii't  she?'* 

"  She  would  be  a  perfect  picture,"  replied  the 
nun  she  luldressed ;  "  there  is  certuiiily  rm  liead- 
gear  in  all  Italy,  that  sets  off  fine  eyes,  like  the 
bandeau  of  the  ^Mute  Dotniniouis." 

"  But  perhaps,  daughter,"  olwrred  aiMtber, 
'*you  may  have  formed  mnie  eartldy  altiichineni, 
that  would  make  it  inconvenient  for  you  to  be- 
come the  spouw  of  Clunst  ?" 

"You  Deed  not  be  afniid  to  speak  before 
nUer  Martha,"  saiil  a  third  ;  "  she  is  very  g<KMl 
natured.  Come  tell  usallyourliistury — wtllyoui'* 
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ire,  who  pprhape  bad  Mtae  doubu  vrhetlier 
km  hUuiry  would  lie  sufficipndy  otlifytng 
I  (ielect  an  audience,  mrinl  ilte  «uhi<s.t  by 
K  *'  Oh,  drar  bdies !  if  you  like  to  b<«r 
li  of  true  love,  you  ought  to  l>e  told  thut 
fa  belongs,  as  I  may  say,  to  (Jib  very  cattle, 
■  you  now  are:  and  1  only  wuk  tliai  I  miiM 
Kto  you  as  iH-antifully  as  Fallwr  Luurenve 
it  (o  mc — I  am  ri^lit  sure  it  would  draw  t«Nn 
1  j-oMT  liofy  eyes." 

May,  good  danghler,  let  xa  bear  you  tell  it," 
wiUt  Manha. 

i  dn  not  tbiiik  any  one  could  tell  it  bettor," 
ftfett-r  IV-atnce. 

'  I  lun  »ure  I  would  railier  bear  yon  tluut  any 
y,"  eaid  anter  Johanna. 
'  Now,  pray  begin — pray  do,  Signora,"  said 
er  Clam. 

rhon  cncouniged  on  uD  sidc«,  Olive  replied 
y  tnodesdy,  "  1  will  do  the  very  best  t  can, 
to^  and  1  hope  you  wiU  please  to  excuse  me, 
^^^■Drdx  don't  sbupe  tbemtielvea  together, 
ffiR^m  »  more  leunK-d  njienker  would  do." 
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The  four  ivcIuwd  urged  h«T  almcMt  clamor- 
ouriy  to  prucoitU  aiul  acoonliiigly,  baviiig  fint 
carefully  repleufahcd  tW  four  little  cup*  of  bcr 
iiu<litors  us  well  as  ber  own,  she  bej^iin  M 
fullovH : — 

,  "A  pvai  many  hundred  years  i^o,  Futlivr 
Laurence  I  believe  knowB  the  exact  dme,  but  I 
hare  foi)p]tten  it,  tbere  was  another  caaile,  almoit 
BB  bi^  M  thu,  «t  twenty  miln  uw-ny  from  it.  some* 
where  nvar  Mnrano,  I  thiiJc  it  wui.  I'he  lord 
of  the  ctBrtlc  wgw  u  gn-at  warrior,  but  he 
iicvcrtheloiM  (luite  youiif^,  luid  he  fell  in  lore  with 
the  daughter  of  the  aiicr«tor  of  my  lord  the 
Count — for  you  know,  hwlii%  of  course,  thai 
nobody  but  the  ancestors  of  my  lord  tW  Count  ' 
ever  oune  tiear  this  place,  that  is,  to  own  it)  V 
uuce  the  beginuing  of  time.  The  young  Udy's 
mune  was  Madalina,  and  a  most  licautifu)  hidy 
khe  wa»,  by  all  accounts.  The  story  My\  that 
«he  wiis  nowise  behiiid-ltaiid  with  the  wwlike 
knight  ill  her  Im-e,  for  she  duutcd  upon  him  to 
dioiTiictton,  and  that  the  proved  in  the  end,  poor 
wul." 


dear  lady  !"    softly  excUumcd  sister 


bah,  hush !  stater  Clara — pray  do  not 
pt; — go  on,  Signora." 
te  loved  hira  to  dmraaioii,  and  tucd, 
tVT  he  WM  expected  at  tlie  caatlc,  lo  «-u)k 
(d  the  wooda  to  meet  liiin.  Pan  of  tliv 
^lemiuiu  to  this  very  day,  to  show  the 
|B  walked,  but  it  was  much  wililer  and 
jtfiea.  Father  Laurence  says;  yet  it  » 
to  think  that  some  of  the  very  same  trees 
fading  there  to  lliis  day." 
e  Olive  felt  u  shJvvr  oomc  over  Iter,  tmd 
f  a  little  wine. 

at  why  ? — ^why  i»  it  awful  ?"  said  sister 
BF,  tiembling. 

pe  boty  nuulyn  protect  usi — how  blue 
gsj)  burns !"  rvnuu-ked  tiMer  Martha, 
on,  disu-  danglitvr — go  on  1" 

the  lore  of  the  Holy  Virgin,  don't  keep 
!*• 

walked  out  into  tliat  wood  there,"  con- 
Ulive,  pointing  with  her  finger  to  otiv 
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corner  of  th«  room ;  the  nans  trembled,  and 
drew  nearer  loj^etker.  "  She  walked  out  upon 
a  certain  ereniii);  into  tliat  wood,  to  meet  liira. 
And  now,  lailief),  )»»  iiliall  Lear  what  u  an  awful 
warning — lltal  ia,  for  sucli  poor  perilous  i^irts  an 
me,  I  know  it  tt  not  wanted  by  holy  ladies  like 
you,  but  it  U  koowu  for  a  certainiVi  tluit  ImAj 
MncUlina  wac  thiiiktni;  of  her  lorer  tiiat  eren- 
iag,  all  the  time  of  ve«{>cn(,  and  tlukt  wken  the 

pricM  at  tlic  end,  kiim)  llencdi I  oui't  speak 

it  properly,  ladiea,  but  I  dare  oay  you  all  know 
what  I  mean  ?" 

"  Benedicat  von  onuiipotens  DeuA,  Pater,  et 
Fill  us,  et  Spintu.4  SanctuH,"  duuilol  suiter 
Martlia>  in  a  lowl  lunal  tone. 

**  Ye*.  yes,  juM  that,  ftiiiter  Martha.— Well, 
id  the  end,  iiwteiid  of  myin^.  Amen  !  she  suiil, 
GIovMUti  I  wbicli  wiH  the  name  of  her  lorer  1" 

Tlie  four  nun*  {groaned,  ujid  crowed  them* 
wire*. 

*'  Some  «ay,"  continued  OUve,  "  that  b«r 
fOMr)-  and  cnm  fell  off  at  that  very  moment, 
ttd  tlut  being  loo  much  occupied  by  her  inward 
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knre,  to  maark  h;  sba  went  out 

I  chapel,  and  into  tbc  wooH»,  vritliout  the 
irk  of  the  Cbristiaii  ntligion  ubuut  bcr." 
iui|)]iy  crf^attuv !     And  vHut  Imciuiu)  of 
T  said  sister  Clarft,  with    IMW   to 


>,  you  rIuII  h«ar.  8h«  had  croMcd  tbe 
iu  the  bottom  of  tb«  gurdeu,  you  cast  see 
if  that  very  window  l>y  dayli)j;lil,  she  had 
'.  the  stream,  and  climhed  the  hank,  and 
i!y  into  the  very  thidest  of  the  wood, 
^  luddenly  found,  (hut  instead  of  it  bvtng 
it  summer  twilight,  as  she  expected,  it 
I  daik  as  winter  midnight.  She  stood 
■ill,  a»  you  may  well  believe,  not  knowing 
hray  to  turn,  nor  what  to  do;  wheu  in  a 
she  saw Sister  Beatrice,  I  am  afraid 


t 


cordial  has  got  entirely  cold. — God 
yon,"  touching  tlie  cup,  "  lh>«  will  do  yon 
■re  good  thnit  nothing;  why,  hM)io»,  you 
ok  as  if  you  wanted  something  to  warm 
-Wt  uA  wt  the  powet-dish  over  the  lamp 
.,  with  n  little  more  i^ice  and  Hugai',  and 
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Jwt  At  leut  tittle  drop  iii  tlie  woHd  more  trine^ 
— Iiorc  li  plenty  in  tlie  fio^n; — tfa«re  now,  it 
vrill  boil  in  a  moment,  aiid  then  tltere  will  be 
some  comfort  in  it." 

None  of  the  party  objected  to  tlus  experiroe: 
but  sister  Johatma   testilicd  a  little  inipaticii 
when  she  perceii'ed  that  the  assiduous  Oli 
while  spicdii);,  sugaring,  aud  stirring  the 
ture,  appeared  altogether  to  have  forgotten  bi 
Btery. 

*'  Caniwt  you  go  on,  Sigtion  OlJre  ?  let 
nir  the  poswtnlish," 

Olive  yielded  the  spoon. 

"  Where  was  I .-"' 

"  niiere  it  was  quite  dork,  and  ahe  was  going, 
to  see  snmethiDg." 

"  Vea,  truly ;  she  saw  all  in  a  momeut — : 
care,  sister  Johanna !  you  will  ovenet  the  di»li 
us  sure  lis  can  be.     Let  me  see  to  it,  sis: 
will  be  ready  in  a  moment,  and  then  we 
OD  oomfartable  again." 

'Hits  being  evidently  the  beat  oirangemeiit, 
both  for  the  story  and  the  cordial,  it  was  quivtl, 
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to ;  and  the  little  capt  betn^  ■gu') 
pd  anotlier  pordoo  of  cake  liiatnliutnl, 
^gan  Again  vith  all  tbe  reuewed  oomfbrt 
.predicted. 

{  in  a  moment  the  wood  seemed  to  be 
up,  M  it  there  were  tiiuidre*l«  and  tlioa- 
F  lovdiea,  and  candlea  in  enry  tree,  am] 
same  tone  she  heard  ibe  most  riolrnt 
r  and  merriment  all  raiuid  ber.  You 
dl  believe  she  wa«  Iem6ed  enoogh,  but 
Ijr  her  terror  was  changed  to  frriet  and 

f  she  saw  walking  towards  her uha 

think?* 
iy,  teU  r 

ha — but  her  own  Giovanni,  in  full  drew, 
|[  if  be  were  going  to  be  marrie«t,  that 
k-and  then  oomcs  the  sorrow — (or  by 
I WM  a  moM  beautiiu)  yonng  lady  !  Site 
iniiig  upon  his  arm,  and  drnsed  like  ihe 
Itgaiit  bride  in  the  world.  And  as  they 
DB  towardft  the  unb^py  Lndy  Madalinu. 
I  nothing,   saving  your  holy  pmenee,  but 
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kifls,  niid  muke  tore  to  her — think  how 
y4Ming  lady  of  our  «t»llc  must  liavc  fpit !" 
*'  Poor  !H>ul !"  s^tfl  the  kiiu]-h«med  nam, 
"  She  Mwooiivd  uwiiy,  fur  as  you  may  gueMi, 
she  cuulil  do  »ot)iiii|r  <•!«(•,  nnd  wbeii  she  re- 
cavereA,  tthv  found  hiTwlf  in  her  own  bed,  hut 
)u)w  she  got  Umtc,  slie  eoiild  nerer  gire  wiy 
account.  Thv  young  Lord  Giorunui  wwt  ucvet 
heard  of  from  that  dny  to  thu,  iliough  it  wm 
well  knonn  thut  he  set  out  llial  t'ery  wunr  daVt 
to  jwy  one  of  his  constant  visits  to  thn  cwnte. 
But  lie  never  go*  Here,  that  is  n'rtail^  and^-^" 
At  tliin  moment  Muriettu  brought  word,  that 
tlie  Lndy  Ablim  wus  in  Iter  room— oti  which 
the  poty  hnxtily  broke  u]>,  nixl  tlie  nuns,  ushered 
by  Olive,  repitircd  M  titc  chuml^er  of  their  supc- 
rioTt  to  learn  if  kIiv  had  any  contnuinda  for 
before  she  retired  to  rest. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


w 


It  M  ban  Jaaoi*  nrnmetr  an  bonbcv.  Lm  mwvm  do 
Ha  ti  fa  omI  ■««  cacWaa.  Bt  «ioib  l«MrBfM  hqacb  doit 
<  isnis,  pom  utvwt  I'lspaoe  d*  b  rie. 

8 Ant  l^MtUIT. 
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It  ««•  Juliet's  faabtt  to  rur  almost  with  tbc 
wai  enjoy  among  Iter  flowvre  tlic  di^licious 
nhitM  of  the  cmrly  morning. 
Of  bpr   stanty   slock    of  pIranirM,  Uin  wax 
riapN    ibe   ilnurst,    for  sbe  co»kl  enjoy   it 
wUkmt  dangrr  of  iniemiptioii. 

Hrr  lorcDy  fatkrr   would   have   deemed   liin 
<%itity  afTrontH,  bad  he  not  brlin-cd  tlat  every 
faHMte    of  his  cBxtle  bad,   in  greatvr  or    \e*» 
iq^ne,  been  oocttpied   some  htMirs  before  his 
',  in  preparing  for  Ids  appearance  among 
10 
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tl>rin.  Fiitlii'r  Lnnrciicv  aU-nj't  Hippi  long;  uid 
souixlty,  rcM>liii^  a  right  to  do  so  from  the  cotw 
RciousiirM  that  one  strong  motive  for  orcup\nng 
lli«  pmt  of  (tomeotie  tutor  muI  coiifomor,  u  the' 
cimIo,  n-iM  ilii-  friMflom  it  |M-nnilUvl  from  tin 
untimely  helU,  wliivh  wrn-  wont,  at  his  conren^: 
to  drag  liim  from  bed,  wl>en  Iim  vrr)-  soul 

Mm.  Olivo  vtti  dainty  oihI  cUrlioito :  six  liadi 
tiuleml,  repeatedly  Q»»rc<l  tlie  fiunily  etMifcMOf^: 
tbat  if  hv  wblirnl  lo  kill  lier,  it  would  be  oal; 
iinxwar)'  to  enforee  eiirly  rioitig  ns  a  penance, 
Tbe  Little  FerdinaiMi  «-iis  mucli  too  tender  v>« 
beoltb,  to  be  mffered  lo  fatigiie  liunseU: — and 
tfaiM,  of  tlie   few   permiilcd   to    nppraacli   b«r, 
Motginte  was  the  only  one  who  ever  attended 
upon  Juliet's  early  rambkti. 

On  the  morning  after  tlie  arrival  of  the  AbbcH^ 
the  little  page,  bb  usunl,  followed  tbe  steps  of 
Ilia  yottng  mistress  into  the  gnnUii,  where  she 
wns  enjoying  lierself  in  tbe  mi<bl  of  lii>r  flowery 
as  liuir,  as  fresli,  and  us  dew-bespriiikle*!  as  thnk* 
sclrct.     Slie  bad  on  iltu  morning  an  additional 
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her  early  rising',  bb  ebp  was  anxious 
die  cluHC««t  produce  of  h^r  flawer  ) 
0  aHom  the  altar  of  tlie  cliapel  before  ber 
hould  enter  tberc.  Far  Uits  purpose  slie 
3  nwinlBiit  proceeded  from  one  parterre  to 
t ;  Juliet  steading  their  fresh  and  frag^ruit 
and  Morg&nte  bearing;  iliem  nfier  ber, 
little  anna  cnuld  Iiuld  no  more.  Sbe 
the  way  to  an  alcoi'e,  fronting  the 
irith  such  a  leafy  labyrinth  of  UiiifrlM 
m'cr   it,   iw  i-fTi'ctnnlly   to  cxdude   tlie 


Id  tlte  boy  to  deposit  his  burden  on  a 
le  vitbin  it,  and  aet  henctf  to  arnutK*- 
qoets,  while  she  dispatfbcd  Itim  into  tht- 
I  seek  for  strings  wlierrwitli  to  bind  tlicm 
lies. 

e  thus  engaged,  she  stood  witb  her  back 

■Dtranee,  and  liad  continued  so  for  some 

b,  when  a  rmce,  wbtdt  once  beard  could 

be  forgotten,  pronounced  birr  name.     She 

and  saw  her  aunt  Rianding  close  behind 


Tlic  AbbriH  liuci  changed  tier  reli^poiu  <ir«M 
for  MIC  of  the  Mime  form  bih)  colour,  but  of 
li){liUT  mut<>riul)(;  oitd  tier  Itrad  bad  notlimg 
over  it  but  the  veil,  which  was  now  thrown  bodi, 
leaving  her  featuroi  prilircly  uncovered. 

Juliet,  nhu  liad  been  grcnily  slnick  with  tl 
rogulsr  lutd  noble   beauty  of  Iter  vouutciumc 
even   wh«n  slirouded   by  tlie  Iieavy   hood  of  i 
I>oinininiii  ubh«>M,  now   tliat  site   belii'ld  it 
much  more  kdvanta^ou&ly,  sIimkI  nilcntly  tool 
iag  at  her,  wiili  the  most  evident  iL«toiii«liiiH'iiL 
At  lengt)i  recovering  herself,  she  wiw  nlratit 
kneel,  and  in  the  utiud  form,  requrKt  n  bleMin| 
when  the  Abt>eM  stopped  Ikt.  uid,  kiming 
forehrad,  said — "  M»y  the  Heing  wlio  made 
inmn-enl,  Htill  keep  tliiv  *o,  my  Juliet  ]"* 

Then  laying  her  Iiuid  on  Jutiet'H  vJiould 
and  liiniiiig  her  eyeti  towardH  ibc  rising  mi 
she  oontiuued,  "  Thiis  tJieii,  is  thy 
Juliet,  and  tUn,"  looking  at  the  liule  table, 
and  taking  some  fluwera  from  it,  "  this  is  thine 
ahar."  ^ 

**  Oh  no !  dear  aunt,"  add  Juliet,  terrifi««I,^^ 
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temple    where   I    worship   b   tlie   coittle 
t  an<l  these  lilies  I  have  gathered  for  our 

i  Abbess  took  some  of  (be  ilelicatc  flowera 
tiooed,  and  placed  them  among  the  dark 
Julie^e  hair. 
i«y  can  appear  nowhere  to  greater  advan- 
Itan  they  do  in  your  hair,  Juliet  These 
irbile  belLs  oeli  twisted  into  a  little  «al>le 
1^   form  a  beud-dreai  that  a  queen  might 


filed,  and  confonnded,  Juliet  knew  not 
to  tiiiiittf  nor  what  to  aay.  She  feami  to 
je  tb(>  feelings  of  pleiuure  aiid  affectirii], 
l^lb  ^miliar  kiiidiiew  teemed  to  authorize, 
■  Aould  liavf  mistaken  the  meaning  of  tJie 
IxIdrcMcd  to  her;  and  while  her  aunt  coti- 
to  look  at  Un  willt  tuoiling  fondness^  she 
motJoidew  aa  a  Btatuc. 
down  with  me,  my  dear  child,  and  do 
tiiuM  tcrrifiwl  at  seeing  n*e.  ftliat  is 
■,  my  dear  Juliet  ?  What  strange  tal« 
itbey  told   you    of  me,    tliat  you   Hhuuhl 
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tremble  when  I  approach  and  tarn  pale  when  I 
Rpeak  to  you?"  J 

"  Ob !   DO,    no,"    aaid    Juliet,    ftluiking   liet 
heanU  "  no  <me  has  ever  mentioned  yotir  ni 
but  ill  iwcentfl  of  praise  and  rerereiice." 

The  liliei*  fell  from  lier  Itidr  upon  licr  lap 
site  «pokc. 

**  ( Unlle  In  tnnta  glorln,' "  «aid  lK>r  an 
Mailing',  "  you  kltuke  th««c  lovely  blui«c>iiu  froa 
your  Itcnd,  m  if  you  knew  not  liow  well  they 
become  you;  but  oome,  flear  Juliet,  ceiHO  to 
tremblp,  ce»o  to  turn  pale,  aiul  r«t,  and  pale 
Bjpin,  when  you  look  iil  me.  Wlmtvi'tT  1  nuiy 
he  to  others,  1  will  n<'ver  be  l«>mblc  K»  you, — 
Tell  me,  my  mother'*  imag^',  do  you  tJiiiik  yoa_ 
could  learn  to  love  mc  V" 

'*  Better  a  tltoutand  timn  than  I  liave 
to  spenk,  if  1  may  dare  to  do  » I     Say  but  once, 
that  I  have  leave  to  lore  you,  nnd  I  know  it  will 
be  for  ever !" 

'*  For  ever  be  it  tlten !"  returned  her 
(•mbradrig    her    air.-etionalely.      "  You    « 
Kctitlfl  and  an  innocent  creature,  Juliet,  a 
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;  weU  Jfg^c  my  lore ;  but  you  lave 
UiucIiM  me  still  nearer;  you  we  tlie 
I  picture  of  tny  motlier.  Yout^  »  yuu  mv, 
( trace  ill  the  glunco  of  your  eye,  iii  the 
l«f  your  Ijp,  in  tJic  souiid  of  your  voice,  m 
ibianoe  to  tlie  only  being  who  ever  lure^l 
10  the  only  being  I  have  e^-er  love<L^You, 
^  desolate  ami  alooe. — You  are  now* 
1^  as  once  I  vna,  —  Aimost* — I  had  no 
1  to  hetp  me. — This  is  not  your  case,  JiilJel, 
to  me — trust  me.  and  I  will  save  you." 
te  powerful   emotions  produced    by   the«e 

^  deprived  JuUct  of  all  power  to  reply  lu 

i 
I 

|e  Abides  eontiuued — "  Juliet,  my  Mory  i-^ 

■ige  one.     I  hope,  ere  long,  that  no  rew-n-e 

^KiM  betvreen  us ;  then  you  sludl  know  me 

Jy  as  I  hope  to  koow  you.     So  it  was 

my  mother  und  her  Geialdine,  so  let  it 

rceu  me  and  my  Jidiet-" 

with  pleasure,  uudt  greater  than  she 

]>ow<T  to  express,  that  the  motlierlefw 

ekometl  tliia  proffered  couBdcnoe  and  af- 
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fectioii  I  but  »o  sudilen  simI  %4Al«nt  wbs 
dtaiiiTC  tliU  sliorl  lialf  huitr  hiul  prmlui-M)  ir 
ber  ifli'iis,  tlmt  thv  felt  ulino«t  b(.-wil<l<>rv(t ;  tthe  did 
not  atti'inpt  to  rxprcvs  tliis  in  wonbi,  but  w*  hIic 
<tat,  holding  tin-  hiUKl  of  her  ncwly-foiintl  friend 
in  here,  much  of  what  «iw  piiwiiig  wiUiiii,  wm 
Iambic  upon  lier  counu-iiancc. 

"  D«u-  child  !"  (aid  tlie  AIiIkw,  reailiiig  h« 
«ilvnt  loolw,  **you  luinlly  kinkw  wlial  to  inake  of 
mi*.  All  inyBtvry  sliall  t'cnsc  bi-lwecii  ua  soon — 
Hhull  it  n<^  Jiillot?" 

Tli«  de%hm)  frirt  nun  nbout  to  exprev  lier 
«aniest  hope  that  w  it  nit^ht  Ihs  when  the 
encountered  tlie  maiv.  ^title,  but  tneuiinf; 
riniile,  which  had  ao  dinoomfilcd  lier  the  errn- 
ing  before.  She  blutthed,  lidlercd,  imd  ww 
silent. 

"  Come,  Juliet,  i(  n  titae  we  enter  now.  My 
longer  stay  witli  yoti,  miiy  be  mnnrked  and 
woi)deri-«l  ut.  Cluuigt*  nothing,  dntrest,  in  your 
outward  nuuiner  to  me :  let  me  be  Mtill  the  awful 
Lady  Abbe<w  for  you  in  public ;  but  in  private, 
never  f<iir  roe  more." 
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paity  aaHcmbled  at  breakfiwt  witli  all 
Ircunwtanor  and  ceremony  tliai  tlie  Count 
1.  TIic  ^ncp  mu  long  enou^  fur  a 
abbc«M'«,  mi  rrrrj'  thing  wore  a«  air  nf 
^  «tatt'  and  magnlSccncr,  tbat  iht  lonl  of 
■at  «w«Ilrd  vttli  tl)c  proud  floBMJoiunirm  ul' 
giiifie<l  fttad4>ii. 

I  Juliet  and  her  aunt,  the  repHt  appeved 
Uly  prolonged;  but  at  lata,  like  all  utber 
in  ihin^H,  It  aunt  to  an  end,  lUiH  llic  Abliew 
tte<l  bt  ber  |)«rloar,  aendiiij;  n  mviwigr,  by 
itc>  to  her  nniu,  desiring  tliem  to  meet 


'  Inqniring,  wjtli  a  stately  kiiMlnen,  for  the 

I  of  each,  Hhe  wiid — 

You  are  at  lil>crty,  my  children,  to  take 

dw  and  recroatiuti,  as  imicb  ns  ahall  pleo^ 

within   the   limits  «f  the   cwMlo-gunleiM ; 

will  6nd  them  noble.     For  myself,  family 

ire  of  some  bnportance  will  engage  my  time; 

are,  moroorer,  much  to  «\n!ak  of,  with  my 

ng  nice*.     I  shall,  therefore,  Im*  deluirred  of 

yon  near  me;  but  you  hare  your  daily 

c4 
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duHmofprajrerto  i>eTfonn;  and,  vt  I  doubt 
you  !»ave  remen)bori.^l  your  embroidery,  1 
tlio  hours  will  not  liai^  It^sivy  witli  you-     TIm 
Lady  Juliet  will   instruct  Iter  first  wotniin, 
akow  you  the  way  to  the  i^fnnteia.'' 

Juliet  then  addreMftcd  the  ri'vltMC*  witli  miicti 
kindness,  requmting  them  to  iwk  fur  uiiy  tkin^r 
they  tn^ht  want  ur  wi«h  for,  that  the  coMltfl 
could  afford,  aiut  promised  tlutt  the  Stfritom  Olirc 
altouhl  imint-diiitely  wait  u}wn  tbem  in  tbriz 
parlour. 

'I'hvy  retired,  aud  tlie  aiuit  and  ni«ce  were 
on«-  more  alone. 

Duriit^  break&st  Juliet  hnd  cautiously  sus- 
tained the  ceremonious  manner  which  her  aunt 
had  directed  her  to  preserve;  but  uo«-,  she 
looked  anxiously  in  her  face  for  tluU  look  of 
•weet  afliecttoa  which  seemed  reserved  for  her 
alone.  Nor  naa  slie  di«pj)ointed i  no  MOiker 
had  the  door  chmed,  than  iIk'  cold  dignity  of  th« 
Abbess  rehuted. 

"Jidict!  my  life   and   youtli   are   renewed, 
tlie  «aid ;  "  I  am  kurprised  to  fiud  tlial  I  bav« 


I 

I 
I 


and  wtslie*.  I  tbottgbi  all  ihnr 
quite  orer  with  me.  I  muM  imnanli- 
ee  my  brocher — after  conrening  with  hint, 
Runmons  you.  Send  your  juigr,  tny  Igrp, 
jroor  fother  that  t  vnth  to  ftee  him  Inere." 
jr  indiUgii^j  in  the  Avcdom  of  a  Ami] 
^to  aawe  hcnelf  that  the  stttl  pomesMHl 
ware  m  lately  woii,  JtJirt  left  l>er  auiil, 
■ring  dismisHcd  Kf  organt**  with  the  mnau^t- 
fiither,  she  again  rvtiml  to  hvr  room,  tti 
He  upon  all  ibe  wondcn  of  the  IsRt  few 
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Quand  oa  wni  qn'on  n**  pu  <lc  quoi  •>  ban  nrimer  da 
^idqu'nii.  an  w  bico  prM  >tc  \t  liiir. 

VAUTENAKalltS. 


Tiir.  Count,  upon  recemog  die  summons  of 
hU  sister,  instantly  obeyed  it  He  found  Iter 
seated  at  the  window,  which  commanded  Juliet'a 
&vmirite  view.  Her  eyes  were  fixed  upon  the 
laiidMape,  but  she  appeared  deep  tn  thoogbL 
She  now  wore  the  white  Itood  of  her  order,  drawn 
forward,  w>  as  neoriy  to  conceal  her  &ce,  while 
tlio  long  bkick  veil,  thrown  back,  fell  over  her 
vhouliU-m.  The  Abbess  mluted  him,  a^  he  tO' 
tered,  by  lui  iiiclinntion  of  the  head,  and  poind 
to  a  eluur  which  stood  opposite  to  her. 
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uaae  moinenCi  botli  were  stleni,  wmI  it 

rident,   tliat   eadi  intended   lite  otitrr  to 

Tboogh   the  Count  had   cuiiirived   to 

de  himself^  that  it  him  utter))-  Impm^r 

thsianding  ilie  cold  reception  given  to  kb 

ed   dedication   of   liM  daughter)   lor  Hk 

»  really  to  oppose  it,  be  yet  felt  at  a  \om 

I  resume  the  subject :  and  the  repreaetitu- 

'.  aewa  gettendous  of  heroes  bit  hi<i  naitu 

feter,   however,   had  determined   that   lie 

1  begin  the  coiiritwtiun :  anil  as  sliv  v-iw 

the  habit  of  deciding  upon  one  thing,  and 

anotlier,  the  «ile»ce  might  hare  long  contl- 

,liad  iM>t  the  Couut  d'Alhano  luippily  recoi- 

^  thai,  on  ihi*  occasion,  he  atOMl  too  firmly 

b  glance  of  an  eye,  tlie  curl  of  a  li|t,  or  all 

hMjuence  of  human  wit,  lo  shake  him. 

r  a  mother  of  the  church  to  forbid    the 

Ition  of  a  maiilen  to  its  altar,  wbs  a  pro- 

fwhich    appeared   to    him  altogether    in- 

Jc.     The  pope,  the  conclave^  the  inqui»- 

luat  all  support  him ;  and  thus  encouraged, 

from  bis  memory  the  idea  of  a  certain 
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glutei,  which  liud  fipcmcd  to  search  him  dpcply 
the  «v«iiii]g  bpfore,  when  he  had  mentioned  the 
pious  feeling,  that  had  decided  bim  to  nudie  a  ^ 
nun  of  Us  daughter.  V 

**  Hare  you  auuouncrd  to  Juliet,  sister,  th« 
honour  which  awaits  her  ?"  be  began. 

"  I  Itave  aunouticvd  nothing  to  her,  Theodore, 
Itut  lliat  I  love  her  well :  you  arc  happy,  brother, 
En  »o  flweet  a  child.     Does  she  not  recall  to  you, . 
erery  hour  of  the  day,  our  dearest  mother  ?** 

So  many  years  had  passed  since  the  Count 
and  his  sister  had  conversed  t<^et]ier,  excepting 
for  a  formal  Iialf  hour  ui  tlte  [wrlour  of  her  con- 
venti  that  while  his  dally  increasing  bigotry  had 
been  teaching  him  to  shudder  at  tlie  name  of 
Ua  heretic  maiher,  he  retained  little  recollrctioa 
of  ibe  ailadimeDt,  amounting  almost  to  idulatrVt 
which  bin  M»ter  liad  felt  for  her.  Ilis  educa- 
tion, and  a  situation  be  held,  almost  when  a 
child,  at  tlic  court  of  Itome,  liail  so  early  fwpo- 
rvtcd  Iiim  from  ht«  family,  tlmt  ho  rvmnnbcred 
notJilng  of  tlie  routuul  love,  the  devoted  tender 
noas,  which  for  eighteen  years  luid  hound  thii 
10 
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ir  and  diiughb^^  logger  in  a  countn*,  and 
1^  that  s«enicd  equally  foreign  to  botli. 
^^ulc  for  nearly  twenty  yean  tlio  (ton 
een  heaping  ueeuRiubting  meritH  u)>on  liis 
njjr  public  and  private  reprt^lNitiun  of  li» 
ttf  the  (laughter  wns  chcri»liuig  her  me- 
f  with  tlio  fondness  which  a  desolate  heart 
for  what  hod  once  mude  it«  comfort  and 

ttle  sympathy,    therefore,   could    be    ex- 

id  between  them  on  tliis  subject.     HmI  a 

ic  been  nnmcd  in  such  u  manner  by  any 

tt  tbougli  that  heretic  Itud  been  ten  times 

IBunlier,  he  would    have   known    how   to 

|re  Et ;  but  to  nccose  the  Abbe««  of  Soiit' 

Icrina'M   of  &lling  away   ftxnn  the    Eaith — 

iras  quite  impmoible.  The  Count,  therefore, 

ined  silent;  ui  did  the  AbbesH,  for  tliere 

etldiig  dwelling  at  her  Lean  to  which 

uld  not  give  utterance. 

was  ii^ain  the  Count  who  was  obliged  to 

ik  the  ulence.  ' 

'  Were  I  »ol  certain,  water,  that  my  daugh- 
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ter  Juliel  in  as  pure  in  heart  and  (aitli,  u  bIis 
is  loi'ely  in  feature,  1  would  oot,  fur  my  ^IJcn 
Rpurs,  liave  offered  lier  as  a  spouse  to  Clirist.'* 

**  What  is  your  motive,  my  lord  Count,  for 
wUliing  to  immure  your  otdy  daugbtor  in  a 
cl<M8ter  ?' 

Wliile  speaking  tbesc  words,  thv  Abb««s 
tlirew  back  ker  bood,  and  fixed  upon  litm 
a  pair  of  eyes,  wboso  glance  no  morlaL,  con- 
scious of  a  purpose  to  concvai.  could  abide 
witliout  quailing.  It  was  in  vain  tliat  be 
looked  at  tbc  window,  and  tlicn  un  tlie  ground ; 
that  b«  turned  kis  bead,  first  to  one  side,  and 
then  to  the  otber  i  ber  eye  was  still  upon 
bim,  and  be  felt  it.  "  Wliat  is  your  motive, 
my  lord  Count  T* 

My  motive,  Geraldiue?  Wfcat  can  It  b*," 
and  bere  be  croHH'*)  bimself,  *'  wluit  can  it  be, 
but  tbc  devotion  uf  a  piinn  Cntliolic,  wlio,  by 
tbe  gift  of  hit  cliilil  to  C*<mI,  would  atone  for  tke 
ain  of  liiw  fatlier,  in  gmfting  on  his  pure  and 
Ikuble  stock,  a  ficion  of  acctirM'd  infidelity.  It  is 
Um  wow  motive,  Abb«as  of  iiaat'  C4itiierii»'s» 
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led  to  your  own  profemion.     May  the 

you  have  brought  to  tlie  church  hv  placed 

I   account,  and  stand  agaiiut  the  gnvroua 

his  heretical  marria^ !" 

f  twenty   years  had   Geraltiinc    d'AIbano 

Bchooling  her  features  to  opeak  only  as  slie 

1  have  then,  but  the  pasaton  which  now 

d  witliin  her  led  them  la  rebel,  and,  for  a 

int,  all  of  an^T,  scorn,  and  defiaiicie,  tlukt 

ik  coulil  speak,  seemed   darting  front   her 

She  half  ro»c  from  her  chair,  and  waving 

hand   for   hiin   to  leave   hn,  almost   pro- 

iccd    the    word    which    trembled    on    her 

|m;  bnt  CTC  "  wreUh"  had  fully  p(Ut»e<l  her 

tbcr  habitual  caution  returned ;  the  resumed 

■l^jtly,  tranquil  attitude,  an<l  said,  "  Leave 

r^r ;    I    liavu  lieani  tlie  tiame  of  a  saint 

keaven    bia^phemed— aD4l  must  do  penance 

l^b  impossible  to  deitcribe  the  Count's  state 

blind  as  he  left  tlie  room ;   to  remain  in  it, 

■n  for  s  moment,  he  dared  not.    Mortification 

most  bitter  iiuccceded  to  the  glow  of  pride 
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whidi  hud  dilated  liis  bwoiDt  from  Uie  hour 
this  visit  from  hU  sister  Itad  been  prombetl 
him.  Xot  only  liod  the  propottul,  fur  which 
hv  had  expected  honor  iind  tluuUu,  been  coldly  i 
listened  to,  and  ulmiwt  rejected,  but  that  pre-  ^M 
cue  point  in  liis  cluiracter  (tlic  reprobatioa  of 
hu  beretic  mother)  for  which  he  bud  hrhl 
htnuclf  entitled  to  supererogatory  merit,  ww 
decIuTMl,  by  one  whoae  word  van  canon  hiw, 
to  be  u  twuroe  of  blttsphemy.  Enni^-d  un<l 
con  found  eil,  the  u^tntLvl  noblemun  imme- 
diuvly  HOii^it  bi»  confewor. 

Fortunately  tluit  good  man  was  not  far  dintant, 
beii^  engaged  in  giving  a  Icsmki  in  dmiting  lo 
tl>e  littb;  Morgunte.  He  iii.stiuitly  i^yed  bin 
pairoa's  cull,  tuul  tliey  retired  together  to  the 
Hbrary. 

I^axHug  carefully  doKtl  the  dnor,  the  Count 
proceeded  to  relieve  bin  bosom  of  (be  laa<l  whidi 
oppressed  it,  and  inunediately  fouinl  consolation 
from  the  wise  and  piowi  counsel  of  tlie  prie«t. 

**  Be  calm,  my  son,"  raid  be,  "  diottirb  not 
your  uoblc  nature  for  so  sLiglit  a  ouim  ;  if  the 
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^.bbeaa,  your  moM  reverend  slnnr,  lu*  ao 
k  {HHnt  about  her,  a»  lo  cleavv  iv]tb  linger^ 
jtulness   tn   ttie   memory   of  »n   iHTcdcol 

1^  it  ia  Hbe  must  trernhle,  my  Ion)  0>uiit, 

I 

Ip.     Were  »l>e  ilie  pope  luul  conclave  all  bi 
le  dare  not  awn  »o  inucL" 
By  you  90,  e^ood  Father?     Have  I,  indeed, 
upon  this  haujfhty  iroman  f" 
ijr,  many,  have  you,  my  mm — if  she  lia^ 
B  aa  you  say." 
be  has,  holy  Father — she   has — and  slie 

I " 

ttbat,"  answered  Father  Laurence,  "  I 
ntiiBt  let  her  alone — for  ercn  if  !ihe 
|Ui^t  making  motitlis  at  the  pope,  I  doubt 
church  could  take  ci^ixatice  of  iu     Not 
^  her  looka  are  nuMt  pernicious  looks — 

'her  yeMewlay but  no  matter." 

jTcs,    but    it  U,  good  Father,  and  great 
r  too — what  saw  you  yesterday  V" 
Bothing  (o  put  her  in  the  hands  of  the  holy 
1 1  believe — but  let  tliat  pas*.     Now  listen 

£put  fir«t  let  mc  give  you  nbso- 
_ 
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wliicli  had  dilated  lita  boooro,  from  the  hour 
tim  vtttit  from  )iis  sister  bad  bveii  prombcd 
bim.  Not  only  bad  the  proposal*  for  which 
he  bad  expected  honor  and  thanks,  been  coldly 
linteiied  to,  aiid  abnost  rejected,  but  that  pre- 
cise point  in  liLi  clumcter  (the  reprobatioa  of 
hb  heretic  mother)  for  which  be  IumI  held 
htnoelf  entitled  to  supererogatory  merit,  ww 
declared,  by  one  whose  word  waH  canon  law, 
to  be  a  source  of  blii»])bcmy.  Enraged  and 
confounded,  the  afriialMt  nobleman  immi,'- 
diutcly  sought  Uis  confessor. 

Furtwutlcly  Uiat  good  duui  was  not  for  di&taut, 
being  engaged  in  giving  a  lesson  in  chanting  (o 
the  little  Morgante.     lie  instantly  obeyed  his  | 
patron's  call,  and  tbey  retired   together  to  the 
libtvy.  ^M 

Ha\-tng  carcfidly  closed  tlie  door,  the  Count 
proceedml  to  relieve  his  bosom  of  tlw  load  which 
opprcMod  it,  nxvi  iinmcdioU'ly  found  consolation 
from  the  wine  aiul  pious  counsel  of  tlic  priest. 

**  Bo  csim,  my  son,"  said  he,  *'  disturb  not 
your  twble  mUure  for  so  alight  a  came ;  if  the 
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bbcm,  your  moat  reverend  msur,  hat  ao 
|»Duit  about  h«r,  m  to  cleave  with  lijigei^ 
idnras   to   the   memory  of  an   Wredcal 

it  M  nhe  must  Irrmltle,  my  lord  County 
i     Wen  sbc  the  pope  and  conclave  all  in 
t  dare  not  own  so  mitcli.'* 
f  yon  so,  good  Fatber?     Have  I,  indeed, 
^n  tills  huughty  woman  'f 
\  mBTTy,  haw  you,  my  son — if  she  has 
as  yoii  suy." 
e  bos,  holy  Father — iLc  has — and  slio 


ir  that,'*  (uwrwored  Father  I^tircncc,  "  1 
ire  must  let  her  iiloniv— for  even  if  nhe 
tght  making  mouilta  m  tlie  (tope,  I  doubt 
ibtircb  ooiiUl  take  mgnixance  uf  iL  Not 
k  ber  looks  arc  mo«t  peniiciuiw  looks— > 

er  yesterday but  no  matter," 

li,    hot    it  ia,  good  Father,  and  great 
too — what  saw  you  yesterday  f 
Ithing  to  put  her  in  the  hands  of  tlie  holy 
i  believe — hut  let  that  i«im.     Now  listen 
liny  «m — hut  first  let  me  give  you  abso- 
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Intioii  for  tbe  unsennly  pnmlon  you  have  bllen 
into." 

The  Count  kiierU'd  down,  and  the  Condmor 
muttered  hU  *'  Ab^ulvo  to." 

**  And  DOW,  my  lord  Count,  Irt  tu  »|i<'Bk  like 
men  of  buMueM.  As  to  your  l^ymig  an  aecun- 
tioii  of  kereiy  a^^itLst  tlie  Abbcm  of  Kaiit*  C^ 
tlieriiia's,  I  liuinbly  pn^utne  you  do  not  dream  of 
any  thtnf^  one  thousandth  part  m  absurd?  Why, 
my  beloved  wa,  botli  you  and  your  poor  Coih 
fewor  would  be  in  llie  lowest  iliini^eoii  of  the 
blessed  InquUitioii,  before  eitlier  of  un  )tnfv 
why  or  wlierefore — not  to  mention  tJuil  I  have 
no  doubt  the  devil  would  viiul  us  there.  No,  no, 
my  soil,  that  «tJ!  never  do.  Nevertheless  ' 
think  you  might  venture  to  j^vc  tlin  proud  buly 
a  hint,  that  it  is  just  possible  un  AbbcM  may 
cauf^ht  Mumbling,  when  she  liappens  to  pi 
hcracif  uito  »  TBge  with  the  most  pioua  and 
illustrioin  iiobleinuii  tii  Italy." 

Tlie  Count  began  to  »often. 

'•  You  arc  right,  holy  Fatlier,  you  are 
right     It  would   ill  be<H.<«m  me  to  itltaini 
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of   my  mter.     For   the  laro  of  tke 
ninU  ftnd  tnartyn,  I  wiU  ubHtniti — uid 
key  remember  it  when  my  soul  is  in  pur- 
TV 
rhey    will,    my    un  —  tbry   most — tlicy 


levcrtheless,    an    you    were  myiitg,    holy 

W,  it  were  as  well  to  give  her  a  hint. 

think    yon   of  going    yourself  to  visit 


at  shonid  we  gain  hy  tliat,  my  Km?** 
ikther  Laurence,  wincing  at  the  proposal. 
rely  it  is  not  I,  who  should  attempt  to  enforce 
her  the  profession  of  tlie  Lady  Jidict  f" 
And  why  not,  good  Father  ?  It  is  you,  who, 
had  the  oorc  of  her  spiritual  condition,  and 
90  well  as  yoQ  cai),  t4Mtify,  tliat  sht  is  wor- 
ftreodve  the  honour  intetwled  for  her?" 
Ib  Confowor  uttered  a  sound,  which  at  first 
'Y  resembled  a  whistle,  hut  it  ended  in  a 
dmwu  ttigh. 

I  have  told  you,  once  and  again,  my  Ron,  It 
rl>c  within  the  ch>iater,  that  our  Laily  Jidiet 
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ii^.    Truly,  I  nw  tu  cause  for  jc«tinff — 
ahe  gare  me  the  message  as  1  have  given  it  to' 
you." 

"  Go  lo  her,  my  son,"  said  Father  Laurence, 
"  go  to  her  without  delay — these  tears  show 
womanly  and  hopeful,  and  should  sbe,  my  bob, 
be  le.«9  gentle  iii  manner,  than  to  so  excellent  ■ 
brotlier  she  ought — reniembtT — that  she  is  the 
powerfid  Ahbess  of  Soiit'  Cuthcrina'a." 

ThuH  schooled,  the  Count  stalked  off — but  the 
rebellion  which  raged  at  Itis  heart,  was  not  ver)' 
nuGcessfully  concealed  by  his  countenance. 

Morgaiite  had  informed  him  that  the  AbbcM 
was  no  longer  in  tlie  parlour,  but  liad  retired  to 
her  own  aiiarlmeiu ;  it  whs  to  tliU  room,  ther«> 
fur«',  tliat  hv  repaired,  and  was  surpruwd,  on  «n> 
tirring,  to  find  it  empty.  On  lookiiiK  acroia  ib 
and  through  an  »p]>oKili>  door,  which  wn  thai 
of  the  clowl  prepared  m  an  oratory,  ilic  Count 
saw  hrr  kneeling  iH'fore  the  little  altar.  FoAcr 
Atiselmo,  her  (.!atifi**iar,  who  wan  standing  hefart 
bcr,  ipiteunM)  to  bu  pronouncing  either  a  bl— 
ing  or  un  abttulution,  for  his  liaiuls  were 


e 
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•mA  met  ti«r  brad.     Tbe  Gmnt  uarte^ 

tired  haatUy,  cloein^  the  door  itftrr  hira; 

Aafm,  noi  sorry  to  hare  m  good  u  pretext 

ndtng  an  tnanedkle  renewal  of  conrem- 

lUi  bia  baperkiiw  ttWer. 

bad  not,  bowcrer,  procMdn]  jmny  stepa 

t«  door,  wbon  tbe  Confeaftor  overtook  him. 

he   rcTcrcnd  lady  ii  aloa(>,  mjr  lord,  ud 

to  receive  you,"  nid  the  geoile  Father 

Do,  aa  be  stood  respectfully  aside  to  l«l 

Mint  pass  him. 

farther  hope  of  escape  renuuoed,  and  the 

Dobleimui  turned,  and  entered  tbe  room. 

t   Abbess  WB»  sc«ted  at  a  table,  with  a 

of  religious  exerciwa  before  her;  her  rril 

r 

1  mocb  over  her  &ee,  as  almost  entirely  to 

pi   her  features;   bot  even  so,   the  quiet 

ly  of  her  figure,  and  the  graceful  repose  of 

Idtude.  were  imposing.     By  sooie  caprice 

ping,  her  brother  was  now  as  much  discon- 

ji  by  finding  her  countenance  bi<l  from  htm, 

e  had  lately  been  by  the  difficulty  of  uvotd- 

lookat  it. 
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Her  first  words  wpre — *'  B«  seated.  Sir,"  aim] 
the  mortified  Count,  tliougli  be  ciMrtiunly  bud 
never  tliouglit  of  rrnwiiiiiif;  «btn<tiiig  before  Iter, 
sat  down  on  tlic  cluiir  to  wbicb  sbe  pointed,  as  if 
in  doin^  m,  be  committed  u  stn  of  pTrHumptton. 

Some  Ktrotig  emotion  seemed  to  ttluike  the 
frame  of  tlie  Abbe««;  at  lengtb  abe  said — 

"  N'ercr  ll^Mi^,  Tbeodore,  n  you  nUne  your 
pcttce  here,  or  your  et4>nud  repose  bi-rcafter, 
tnwt  yotiTvelf  to  pronounce  tbe  name  of  my  raoM 
lionoiirwl  mother.  Never  more  wiU  you  bear  it 
from  my  lijw." 

A  Alienee  of  Mmo  minutes  fbtlowod 
wordti,  tther  wbicb.  tbrowin|{  bnck  her  veiU 
diowing  a  countetumce  on  wliicb  strong  traeea 
of  suffering,  but  uo  signs  of  anger  remained,  she 
proceeded. 

**  For  twenty  years — brother,"  (the  word 
•eemed  to  ewt  an  effort),  "  fur  twenty  ycon,  I 
bare  been  a  stranger  to  my  fntlurt'a  roof;  but 
though  duty  obliges  mc  to  cull  aiiotlier  K{>ot  my 
home,  1  still  feel  the  ties  of  kindred  preulng 
closely  round  me.     My  destiny  bos  forbiddni 
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th«  freliog*  of  n  mothCT.  but  tli« 

Lcould  bear   your  Julift,   would   not,   I 

far  uiiHki>  JL     Ami  roiir  sw-ect  hoy 

.  arc  kup|>y,  'Ilieodnn.',  in  hariii^  sucli 

cngBf^n^  amitur(>it  alwii}'<t  nvnr  you." 

the  fxUting  circulnsUuic*^  tliia  wm  by 

on  ensy  Kp««eb  to  lutswrr ;  htit  it  hiik 

to  my  BORiftliing,  no  after  n  tittle  hesi- 

be  Count  d'AllNUto  wiccd  hi«  sinter,  if  nhe  . 

think  the  young  FerilinoDft.  extremely 

Int  he  was  when  a  boy. 

r 

i^tfaink  be  »: — you  can  hardly  imaf^ne, 

r,   remembering  as   you   mufit   my  long 

oent  from  you.  wluit  deep  and  tender 

I  take  in  the  happiiioM  of  your  svfe<-t 

.ibe  would  lie  a  rich  and  lovely  gem  in 

(otiet  of  llie  proudest  noble  of  tliM,  or  any 

tand." 

1  there  been  leas  of  pressing  neceMilj*  in 

wit'i)  dedwm  respecting  Uis  daughter,  lie 

ps  would   hardly  liave  found  eoutuge  to 

Lki«  |)ur])OitCf  tlius  decidedly  opposed  by 

whom    hv  »mk\  m>  much  in  awe ;  buti 
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like  all  other  cmbnrramed  people  who  htl  upon 
an  expedient  pro«ii»tiig  rcliof,  lie  hsiA  pentuaded 
iiimEcIf,  that  Juliet  onc«  fairly  a  nun,  all  liia  Hjffi- 
cultiM  wwild  1-anish.  It  was  thin  gave  lam 
courage  to  say — 

"  Yon  seem  to  mulake  my  puipose  for  I»er, 
sitter  Geraldine. — My  cUughter  is  uitcudcil  for 
the  cloister." 

«« Bcthitik  you  well,  TlieotUffe,  before  you  b» 
d4>ci<le.  Juliet  hm  mniiy  years  of  life  before  lier, 
■od  the  HDtence  which  cu«,tfl  you  ho  little  to  pro- 
nounce, most  be  nwlaiiied  by  Iter,  tlirotigh  weary 
years  of  beart-AJck  hopele^tHiea}." 

"  b  it  the  Abb4w  of  Swit'  Cnther!na*N"  mM 
tlie  Count  in  unfeigne<l  n«toniHlu»ent,  "who 
u»»  tltut  language  wlien  qwaking  of  tke  Mcred 
cloi«(er?** 

*<No[ie  but  heraelf,  Theodore,  codU  km 
your  diild  m>  well,  as  to  forget  all  eUe,  when 
thinking  of  bet  liappinewi.  Look  out,  dew  bro* 
titer,"  »1k'  continued,  riMii^  from  bet  t-bair,  and 
leading  liim  by  the  band  ibroiigfa  Uie  ojka 
wiikIuw  into  the  bulvuny — '*  Look  on  the  seen* 


U7 

yoiin^  crcatitrc  Iim  learnt  hi  tiute  vt 
cb  as  God  gWv»  it— lliir  brij^ht  Hiuuhtne, 
ious  sluulp,  the  bouticeona  putum,  tli« 
fee  Ks — and  ihvn  this  frs|fraiit  w-urlil  of 
«— ^all  tLU,  Juliet  tiufl  heea  i|uccii.  I 
er  thb  morning  Bmong  Iter  gay  partenv  s 
ph  air  of  morniiuf  playing  in  lier  hatr — 
ll  hopC)  uhI  fnedem  glaadnji;  from  livr  ew 
Ir^Oh,  brotlirr,  do  not  qucixdi  iliat  briglti 
J  eye  I  Oti  r  do  not—" 
tdMply  inlrnmtfd  wm  tbe  Abticm  in  ttit- 
Hir  was  plcndiiif;,  thai  licr  ramratnt^  miih 
ipt  peatrr  than  pntdrnco  wurranCM].  TIm 
t  wm  no4  slow  to  peroeive  tlua,  oiid  muminjif 
Nimgc,  be  8Bi<l  :— 

fpny  yon,  Bnter  Orrnldtnr,  to  tell  in«,  if 
be  tbc  doctrines  of  the  churdi,  rot|)('Cl>nff 
IttlicntiuD  uf  young  matdeDti  to  ibe  cloister!' 
y  piirpoM  wsB  moA  boly,  but  if  it  Im>  iliiw, 
ist  submit. — Yet  firsts  I  will  be  n.iMtml,  tluit 
is  at  Rome.  Excuse  me  if  I  leave  you ;  I 
t  fortliwiih  dinpatcb  a  messefin^r  to  ibe  Holy 
,  It  may  b«  dutt  tlie  )i<-r<«y  of  Kngtatid  hm 
h2 
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prcTBiled. — I  must  know  more  of  tlifa." 
impious  man!"  exclaiin»l  Oir  Abt>c«s  with  an 
erophasifl  that  made  liiin  tn>ml)li>,  "  H«ar  mr  I 
and  Icflm  to  fear  tli«  Gcxl  tbal  given  me  power 
to  read  (he  heart. — Your  pur|KM)e — liuly  ?  Hcw 
me  relieane  it,  dir. — To  Rave  your  »oniid  gold, 
you  would  pro£uit>  tiie  altar  and  ilie  word  of  God 
— you  would  force  within  tbe  mend  troop  of 
lieaven-dcvot«d  maiil^  a  piwr  yourift  girl,  who 
lu»  no  call  from  Oirist — I  liave  but  to  record 
tliH  charge  Hgniint  you  in  tliat  t^1n(^^<lous  court 
whcr«  sacrilege  receive*  it»  earthly  jiwigmi'nt— 
and  you  should  quickly  be,  where  lingering  for 
yean  you  might  atone  for  it, — aye — in  tb* 
deepest  dungeons  of  the  Inquintion." 

Perfectly  astounded,  mastered,  and  orer- 
po«-ered  at  hb  own  weapons,  the  tt-rrified  Count 
stood  aghast, — hk  eyes  widely  distMided,  and 
fain  band.4  raised  as  in  deprecation  of  thescntrorr 
he  had  just  heard. 

'*  It  is  cruet,  sir — it  b  impious.     Yet  tlfil 
are  my  brother — Do  not  tasbly  hiliour  to  mall' 
me  forget  this   tie.     Retire   to   your   cluimber, 
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Ud 


TVodore,  aitd  when  next  we  mfet,  I  trnsi  to 
fad  yen  ia  a  better  firam^  of  mintL" 

Humhlcd  to  the  dust,  the  Cotmt  again  left  the 
pnwMT  of  his  haughty  rislcr.  As  he  went,  his 
had  ttmbbiog  with  paMion,  hatred  curdling  at 
UiWort,  and  vnpie  but  burning  hopes  of  ven- 
giiBi  I  brooding  within  htm,  be  ntreed  the  evil 
ktvdot  bad  brought  ber  to  hU  c»tle. 


II  3 


CHAPTEH  X. 


■  Is  ml  nKOMi 


Cone  jwTMiui  che  (xr  fona  *  ibai*. 


DAJIIb 


JvLiCT,  meaiiwbile,  wrs  still  erijoyiiijf  ■  tle)(rpe 
of  )>l«amire  at  lliv  iilea  of  harlnf;  fouiKl  a  fri«nd, 
wtiieli  nnly  aite*H>  deAolaic  vouM  know.  Slie 
lovM  lier  little  l>n>tbor,  hIic  Un'ed  b«r  kind  aiid 
l^tefiil  page,  but  a  friem) — and  dial  a  wonuui 
too— one  wlio  could  mlvue  her,  lea<l  lier, — tlii« 
rIio  hwl  never  known  till  now.  Aj^iun  aiu)  u^via 
fite  Tppeated  to  herself  tlie  word*—"  In  prinWi 
Juliet,  never  fear  Die  more,"  and  tliv  un«  IJttlt 
treawired  iiecret,  vbich  lay  at  the  Erattom  of  hrr 
heart,  bccnnie  so  poiiifiil.  iliat  she  nlntoAt  detcr> 
miitc^l  to  tell  tliis  dear  aunt  alL  . 


.  and  atnmge  adr«ntitn  had  kloov  in- 
i  die  even  tenour  nf  brr  lifts  >i>d  tbougb 
rcMJOP  it  had  made  apon  her  heart  and 
>iB  great,  dmt  produced  by  the  ioaerriiew 
locning  wm  acarDcIjr  leia  so, 
I,  abc  alall  know  it  all,"  mu  the  ooa- 
to  vUch  abe  fiiulljr  auae.    "  N»  rtMsrvt 
\t  AaD  poiaoa  mi  Rwm  an  iutcrooitnc." 
.  after  ahe  had  made  ihit  leaulution,  one 
tons,  conducted  to  her  chamber  by  Olive, 
1,  aiKt  in  reply  u>  Juliet's  dvH  request  that 
tUd  ttt  down,  laid,  "  Not  *o,  my  dear  child, 
t  to  lead  you  to  the  preaence  of  the  Ijidy 
I." 

bnrii^  (lu»  moM  welcome  mandate,  Juliet 
[  to  A*  door,  and  totally  forfrettin);  tho 
sgtr,  in  bar  cageniMB  to  obey  the  menage^ 
^cady  run  half  down  the  gallery,  when  the 
pf  01iv«  stopped  her. 
id  Juliet  been  In*  abtwrbed,  she  mtiat  have 

rDBfted  by  the  whimsical  look  of,  surprise, 
with  no  «nall   |>onion   of  mortification. 
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which  her  inaid'a  couiitotmiice  Ix-trayed.  It  i* 
cerliuiit  that  this  ato&l  catholic  of  chambennaids 
bad  aniicipatftl  a  very  dijferent  result  frvm  the 
ititroductioii  of  h«T»cIf  and  her  mUtreas  tn  the 
Abbess  of  Saiit*  Catliorina'H.  On  the  part  of  titv 
young  hdy,  slie  liat)  expected  to uioiewi sliyueaa, 
feur,  aiid  dUUkc;  whilu  she  aiitidpsUcd  that  her 
ovrn  shuro  of  the  drama  wuul<l  have  been,  confi- 
dential 5iniiliarity  on  tliv  part  of  tli«  noble  re- 
cluse, and  a  judicious  dispUy  of  piety  and  impor- 
tance on  her  o«-n.  m 

The  very  contrary  of  all  this,  however,  had 
eOMicd.  She  was  by  ito  innuu  autv  lliat  the 
vttuat  organs  of  the  Abbi.'se)  liad  03  yd  conveyed 
any  nMncinuMicM  of  her  inutge  to  that  holy 
bdy's  HoniKiriuin,  while  it  was  sulEciently  t-vidcnt 
lo  tlte  Hhar]>-!tt|;htcd  Abigail,  that  Juliet  already 
loved,  and  was  foiKlly  belm'ed  by,  her  atuiL 

She  now  calle*!  to  her,  in  a  voice  of 
autliorily : — 

**  Signors  I    Signora  Juliet  *    niiBt  will 
Lady  AbU'w  say,  if  you  treat  oue  of  her  Ik 


Tiii;  Asncss. 

tlik  manner  ?     If  hlu*  Lad  gent  a  (htf;  to 
I  H  could  biinlly  Imvc  l>c«ii  tmted  with 

'  your  panbn,  ta»ter  n«atme,"  said  Juliet* 
I  back,  and  IcindJy  taking  tliR  n>c)ii)t«  by 
I — "indeed,  I  meant  no  nuli'tioM.  My 
n  her  own  apartment, — w  she  not  ?" 
\,  S^fDora,"  answered  ibe  nun  solemnly, 
I  will  be  proper  for  mv  to  uioounoc  to 
you  are  oomiug." 

so,  tben,  good  fiiaU-r,"  said  Juliet  gvntly, 
K  rvstrained  her  4tr|>«  to  keep  pace  witli 
eurod  movement  of  tbe  nun.  Tbere  was 
ng  diilling  to  tJic  glow  at  her  hinrt,  in 
nal  manner  of  being  uxhered  to  the  pr«- 
\i  bet  friend ;  but  fortunately,  ithe  re- 
nd her  injuivction,  **  Let  me  be  tttill  ilie 
I  for  you  in  public;"  and,  immedtately 
ng  on  air  aft  grave  as  tbat  of  lier  conductor, 
Duiiited  at  tbe  door  of  her  aunt's  room, 
jster  Beatrice  entered  it,  and  wlioii,  a  nw>- 
|R«r,  «be  returned  to  inform  licr  tliai  she 
It  5 
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might  approach,  Juliet  did  90,  as  d«iiiura^4 
Olive  lienelf  coulil  have  Atani. 

Sister  Ikatrioc  remaiiiod  for  n  inocDcnt 
tbe  door  ill  Iter  liandt  wailiii^.  perhaps  o>  <vf 
liow  this  fitvourvd  oircr  dtould  Iw  T«oi'i('wl ;  hw 
Juliet  did  not  furgvt  licr  Ivqauti ;  und  iiot  tmly      ^ 
walked  ucToas  the  inrgt  rooin  wiiluwt  quickcjiiiig      1 
li«r  pace,  but  on  reachii^  hvr  auiitV  foueitool, 
kneeled  down  u|ion  it,  to  receive  u  bleKsin^  with 
all  powiible  decorum.     Hbe  then  heard  the  door 
dose,   and  looking   up,  saw  in  the  smtk-   tliat 
succeeded  to  tlic  Mjleiniiity  of  look  which  greeted 
her   eotranc«(   thot  no  one  renuuned  to  nraldi 
llii^iii.     Dut  Hhe   still  continued  kneeling,   and 
fondly  prowtfd  tlie  bund  tltot  u-ouJd  hare  niiwd 
her,  iH-lwpeii  Iwr  own,  while  lotting  playfully^ 
round  the  rooia,  she  suid, —  ^M 

"  An  you  rare  no  one  can  see  your  spoiled 
niece  ?" 

"  fjiute  Huro,  dear  Juliet.'* 

"  1*brn  tidte  off  your  veil,  and  your  hood,  ami 
let  me  se*  my  own  dear  aunt  t^ab." 
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IM 


t 

^^^B  fauhilged  lin*;  site  eveu  touk  » 
Mioma  Huf  frxMn  dui  skouldera  of  Juliet, 
Uwtdf^  it  ov«r  Imr  own,  cootrivett  to  tviifi 
d  lier  pcnon,  bo  as  completely  to  clmnge 
pearaace  of  lier  <lri>sH.  Then  laying  her 
RMAanil  roAary  ujwn  tliv  tubltv  aim  luud — 
tere  is  the  Abbew  now,  Juliet  ?— Forget 
l&Uy — and  let  us  couverw  togetiier  like 
Do  you  lliiuk  Uiat  you  iball  have 
t  ooufage  to  be  perfecliy  sincere  witii 


i 


Tea,  I  do  think  m." 

Veil  then — tell  me  at  onoe,  whom  you  love 

L  aU  the  worU  r" 

Elf— decidedly  youraelf,"  arawereil 
she  njpoke  the  truth ;  tlmugh  the 
tliat  thvrc  was  one  who  might  re- 
th  her  for  it,  (lyc<l  Lor  cheekn  with  blushes. . 
I  do  twlieve  you — hut  trust  mc  wholly, 
it — Is  there  not  Mine  youthful  &ney,  whivli 
ilready  touched  your  heart ;  and  wldcfa,  well 
wu  love  me,  would  nuikc  the  dotstcr  niMt 
ignaut  to  you  f 

II  6 
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Thwre  u)  certainly  an  iiutiactive  «hymia, 
whieli  rettilera  die  avoit-al  of  first  lore  Mit^larly 
difficult ;  for  though  Juliet  had  come  n-itli  tJw 
full  determiitation  of  making  thin  ver)-  urowml, 
it  was  not  without  u  struggle  that  she  nccom* 
plished  it.  After  tlie  iiitert-al  of  a  uwmvtUi 
however,  she  re]>Uecl — 

"  My  auut,  there  i*." 

"  Juliet !"  replied  tlie  Abl>eai«,  "  I  vms 
well  disposed  to  gire  you  my  true  friendship, 
aiid  my  perfect  eonfideiiee;  but  now  you 

won  ihetD ;  they  are  yours  by  right .     Aud 

llie  firet  fruitK  of  your  acqtusition  tlioll  be,  the 
iiMiiniiice  tbiit  yo4i  ftliall  never  W  a  muil." 

No  rery  ex(|ui3tite  dtff^iw  of  ImppUiew  tnii  In* 
enjoyed  by  mortadft,  unU-iu  they  have  previoiwly 
felt  wme  toucli  of  mrrow.  A  laiuliwnpe  tliat 
luul  no  hluuhitrs,  could  neveT  make  m  cotncioia 
of  the  glorious  hrightiie«s  of  sumliine ;  and  had 
JuUel  never  suffered  from  believiiig  herself 
<luoined  to  the  dotster,  she  could  not  have  felt 
llie  fulbiew  of  joy  wliich  the«e  words  ocnsiotted 
her.     For  u  moment  her  aunt  enjoyed  in  silence 
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[wustnittons  of  li^  deligbt :  words  hail 
le  ftkare  in  die  expreanon  of  it ;  but  the 
rlaspvd  in  tfaankfaliMw,  the  eyes  first 
}  HcAviii,  iin<t  th«ti  bciit  upon  ber  bt-nt^ 
,  dtu  mu\v  tint  was  SMti,  tioi  oh  tlir  lips 
l>at  Iteuming  over  nil  Uvr  liliuliiiig  Rice, 
^toialy  enougli,  witliout  (Jw  uid  of  imy 


m^ 


Abbeas  herself  looked  hunll}-    lom   de- 
;  "  Now  tell   mc,  iIkii,  Uiis  We  Inle, 


H,"  replied  Juliet,  "  I  will  tell  it — though 
i  give  much  tliat  you  could  know  it  all, 
t  my  Hpeoking  it." 
nd  why  *o  ?    ])«pend  upon  it,  I  should 

£to  it  with  so  much  indulgeuce  from 
Ups." 
Klulgeuci* !     Tlicii  you  know  it  wants  iii- 
pK^     Indeed    it  do«i — but  how  do  you 
tUi?" 
t  Abb«n  laughed.    "  1  l)eUeve,  Juliet,  that 

r  afraid  thut  I  shall  turn  out  to  be 
than  a  witdi — tell  me,  do  you  iiot 
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8uq>ect  Uiat  Uiere  U  smnetliinf;  ratlier 
ill  my  wny  of  maktiij^  iliHooreriefl  f 

**  \  certainly  sliouKl  lilcc  to  know,"  repl 
Juliet,  fp^vely,  "  liow  you  caine  to  find  oui 
I  was  Hot  at  vespers  Inst  evening." 

"  Dc  ntit  olarmcf],  dearest.     If  it  was  a  \ 
b)U  me,  it  was  no  evil  one." 

"  Then  you  will  not  U-ll  mc  ?" 

'*  Remember  you  stand  pledged  to  put 
completely  in  your  cuii&dencc.     Is  it  by  qc 
tjoniiig  m«,  liiat  you  mean  to  do  ilds?" 

Juliet  si;jlied.     "  No.— I  will  keep  my 
jigpd  tell  you  every  thing — but  it  i«  so  «illyi 
tlOTj' — so   very  childish — aiwl,   I  fear,  so  v< 
wrong  too,   timt   I  siudl  liave   need  of  all  ill 
iudulgviice  you  promised  me." 

"  And  you  slud!  have  it,  JuIiet.~^X  oou 
the  )'outb  K  H4>ble  i*" 

The  burning  UIukIi  which  overspread  tlw  I 
<if  facr  niece  »t  tlib  question,  would  have  alannc 
mo^  nuuts;  but  Geruldine  d'Albano  appeared 
judge  every  tiling  by  a  sUunlaid  entirely  her 
own,   and    her   coiinteuaiice   expressed   neither 
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or  iiicUgnadon  at  tliis  tacit  avun-nl  uf  nil 
lady  would  most  diaUlte  tu  <Uaoot'er  on 
I    occaaioiu     Juliet    obAen'e<l   tJiiis   but 
ntorc  pumled  than  oonsoletl  )>y  it. 
U  Mi^-ct  that  lie  is  not  noble  r  said  tlie 
,  afWr  waiting   in   vain  for  an  answer, 
le  told  yo«  tluB  ?— or  hare  you  disottvered 
liis  fiiebpian  air  T 
Answer  was  now  aofficiently  rettdy. 
ebeinn  !  oli,  no  1  be  n,  ho  must  be,  iwble^ 
■s !"  and  Juliet  turned  away  ber  bead  us 
pke,  "I    know   ndtlier  lus  oaroe — Iiis 
f — nor  bis  kindred !" 
^  ceruinly  doe«  not  i^ipear  to  be  a  paN 
jf  well  conducted  affair,  my  dear  Jutiei; 
•rartJielew,  you  need  not  be  a£raiil  lo  ioak 
ti    Go  on — tell  me  how,  aiKt  where,  you 
kt  thin  unknown  ti«ro." 
■e  WW  oertainly  no  nngrr  in  the  accent 
pidi  ibmc  words  wcri'  ttpoken ;  y«t  Jidlet 
w  pcnxrsc  lu  ubno«t  to  wish   there   hw) 


■uot,  you  would  abeolve  tno  from 
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my  promise,"  she  Haul.     "  1  iec  yoti  Uiink  mc ; 
boby  and  a  fool oiid  yet " 

"  And  yet  ? yet  what,  Jtiliet  ?   Wint  Iia*-e  I 

I  said  to  vci  you  ?" 

"  N»tliiii^ — yet  I  sett  so  jiUIiiIy " 

"  Poiy,  my  d(t>r,  arc  you  tiideavinirin^  to  try] 
how  fiir  my  [)owit  of  divuiation  will  carry  me? 
Yoti  01-erraic  it,  if  you  tJiiiik  tliCM  bulf  KciitriKres 
will  crcr  Enable  mc  to  comprchiiMl  what  yoi 
huvo  promi««d  to  teU  mo." 

Grc«tly,  yet,  us  she  fvit,  unrenoaiMy  rexed,  < 
at  tlH^  lifrlit  torn',  whidi  hor  aunt  had  given  t«^ 
die  contvrsation,  Juliet  hod  iio  hc»rt  to  proceed 
wiOi  IttT  little  romance,  and  attempted  to  avoid  | 
it,  by  tnyiitg — 

"  I  believe  you  already  know  every  tKingj 
that  is  really  important  about  this  improdenl 
attachment — I  show  all  tlte  confidence  I  pro- 
mised you,  my  dear  aoiit,  in  allowing  tlm. 
That  it  b  imprudent,  my  ignorance  r<q»ectliig 
its  object  but  too  clearly  provM;  bat  that  it 
equally  sincere  and  Ii»ting,  1  um  fiv  tnm\ 
desiring  to  concvol— b«-liere  it  to  be  botfa.— and 


TUB  ABBCIUI. 


Ui 


ibeD  kuov  all  ilukt  it  in  tit  my  power  to 
teeprcttng;  it." 

Ion  me,  dearest  Juliet,  if  my  manuer 
idcd  you — but  you  luvv  not  well  under- 
e,  if  you  tlitnk  tlie  subject  uot  nuIS> 
tUercstini; — ''  '^  ^  '^^"^  twice  as  much 
DU  couUl  poHsibly  have  imagiued  when 
t  promised  to  communicate  it  to  me. 
It  a  single  drcumstance — de»cril>e  tli« 
Jke  manner,  the  seudmcnto  of  ihta  younj^ 
me,  and  do  not  fear  tliat  1  slioll  not  be 
tly  interested." 

still  felt  puzzled — but  slie  felt  atfto, 

I  musi  go  on  with  her  story,  and  with 

grucc  lilie  could,  she  thus  resumed  it: — 

eel  very  certain  that  no  partiality  blinds 

«ii  I   say   that  hO'        this  nameless   he 

I  00  churl's  blood  in  bis  veiiM ;  for  before 

ny  thing  but  surprtM  and  almost  terror 

Ifaht  of  him,  I  vaa  Mrongly  impressed 

ie  conWctioi),  tliat  he  was  a  yoiuig  man 

nnk." 

e  speaka  your  longuu^  Juliet  T' 
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"  Vos,  Lc  Kpeoks   it  with   ease  and 
enoiig)>i  yet  not  so   u-ell  as  to  prevent   ooi 
knoniiig  that  it  is  not  Lis  own." 

"  Doscrilw  Uis  jicrson,  Juliet  7' 

Juliet  blushed,  and  fixing  her  eyes  on 
Ako  of  her  aunt,  tshe  said  witli  a  smile : 

*'  Do  not  think  that  it  was  the  remon  wb 
1  to  directly  felt  I  loved  you ;   but,  cxce{>tii 
tltat  his   hair  ia  l^ter,  and  that  he  is  not 
|)ak>,  you  are  very  like  htm  yourself." 

*■  Indeed,   Juliet !   when  did  you   fim 
that  &ncy  into  your  head?" 

**  When  you  first  sniiled  on  roe." 

"  He  in  like  me  when  he  smiles  then?" 

"  Most  Btrangdy  like  you :  the  aJi^e  of  the 
hoe,  the  now,  and  more  than  all,  the  tnooth. 
To  prove  (o  you,  lliat  it  is  do  faucy  of  miaev 
Moiyaiile  too  remaiketl  it." 

**  Th<>u  if  I  mistake  not,  Juliet,  be  most  abo 
•omewhut  ri-ftenibte  you  ?" 

<*  So  Hiid  Morgiuitf,  tlw  fim  day  wo 
Itiin ;  but  I  thought  it  only  a  jmi,  till  1 
you ;  but  uow  1  helivve  it  may  b«  poacdbtc" 
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iranation  was  so  intertcdn;;;,  beUi 
tit  anil  tiioce,  tliat  it  continoeil  nunblin|{ 
wn  tunatkni  and  remark,  too  lon^  for 
irilow  tfacm  ill  it ;  the  circiiinnaDc«8 
t, Juliet's  fine  me«iiji^  witli  h«r  m)'ftte- 
lyUi,    tberefon^    b«   Ktated  more 

I  nbmit  two  monthfi  before  tlio  iirri\-«l 

Abbtfw  at  tbe  amOe  of  AIImuio,  tluit 

nd  her   coiutuit  ktwndsnt,    die  tittle 

tn  enjoying  t)i«  fU>w4<ry  BireetrnKS  of 

U  morning,  iin<lor  tke  shelk-r   of  tlw 

tree    bItcwI)-   mentioned.     Juliot   vm 

m  ilie  liirf  braidi-  the  tittle  rivulet  tluit 

hs  foot,  and  tlic  boy  had  brought  bor 

'  full  of  flnwen,  wliidi  slie  was  twisting 

rreotb,  w]>en  on  exclamation  from  Mor- 

JBuAed  her  to  look  up.     Equally  to  her 

kmetit  and  alarm,  nhe  saw  a  yotuig  man 

pren  of  a  hunter,  standing  almost  doae 

(    He  wan  looking  at   her  witli   great 

and   on   her   rdiiing  her  eyes,  be 

MnB  plumed  bonnet,  and  bowed  low. 
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Jtili<-(  inunmlialely  arose,  vritli  Uie  intendnn  of 
returniiij^   to  tbe   cantle,   but   tlte   youn^ 
>tto[>]>««(l    l>er,    by   suddenly   laktng    her 
Tltouffh  tliere  was  an  air  of  much  respect 
tliis  aetioii,  there  was  also  much  free<)om  in 
and  tlie  young  lady  said  with  sufficient  lututc 
to  have  Batinfied  even  her  father : 

"  Let  mc  pws,  sir." 

"  Juliet  d'vVlbaiio  ?"  suJd  the  stmnger,  in 
accrnt  tluit  vw  lialf  in<{uiry,  and  half  assertioi 

"  If  you  know  as  mudi,  sir,"  said  ber  ready 
f»gCi  "  I  mnn'cl  that  you  should  »eek  to  detain 
her." 

'*  It  ia  because  I  do  know  so  much, 
Juliet,"  resumed  the  young  iniui,  "  that  1 
thi§  liberty.     1  have  waited  here  since  suo-i 
in  the  hope  of  seeing  you,  for  the)'  told  mc  ill 
the  rillage,  that  it  was  your  ciLitom   to 
ben." 

The   ^nknem    of  this    avowal   might 
startled  any  one  less  primitively  simple  ia  beftrt. 
but  Juliet  was  more  strode  by  tlte  grace 
otwrtesy   of  his  luWrcss,   tlian   by  the 
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1^  that  be  imd  appnttdteA  ih%»  nMr 

dier*s  castle  ex|>re9«iy  to  tray-lay  ber. 

iriae,   or  at  least   her  alarm,   ««ined 

o  Itave  passed  nrer,  aiul  it  <m»  rrry 

A  a  smile  tliat  sJie  an9were<l : 

PDrry,  sir,  that  you  sliould  liav«  tuki^n 

trouble." 

recipitulatioD  of  tlus  advciituro  is  doc 

to  occupy  mucb  ^lacv,  we  must  jasn 

stages  whicb   led   by   tai>i<l   anil  uii- 

dtgrees,    from    the    apjiareritly   casual 

vWh  after  this  thy  took  place  wlicn- 

iet    pursued   ber    usual    u-alk,    to   the 

id  granted    rendezvous,    iJt    whi<^i  lore 

t-n,  listened  to,  and  finally  coiifirmcd  by 

'OWB, 

noel  singular  feature  in  tbis  intercounc 
I    pertinacity   with    which    the    ytuing 

rcfu»ed  to  tell  bi«  name  or  country; 
tre  all,   the  vehemence  vrith  which   lie 

a  pro[)owil  (hat  Hhc  miuU%  for  his  intro- 
lliiuclf,  at  if  by  accident,  to  her  fiuber. 
u  uf  this  threw  a  gloom  and 
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reaen'o  wer  las  manner,  which  it  owt  J 
some  smiles  to  remove,  and  it  was  ne\-er  re* 
peftted.  For  more  than  a  month  these  woodland 
meeting  condnued  daily :  aud  before  the  eud  oC 
It,  Juliet  was  as  finnly  eiij^aged  lo  l>ecome 
wife,  m  her  own  ]>roin»e  could  make  her. 
ownexl  to  \wr  that  ol)vtiu;ie«  existed ;  that  be 
not  his  own  master ;  that  hU  home  wa§  a 
one ;  but  nothing  of  uU  this  hnd  power  to  dwck 
either  ibetr  lore,  or  the  avowal  of  it. 

At  the  expiration   of   this  montlt,    h 
which  could  DO  longer  be  delayed,  obliged 
younj^  man   to  repair   lo  Oerotaity:    but 
parting  vna  reiiilt-re<l  e»s)'  by  the  wnurancc 
tliey  »iiould  speedily  mevt  again.     AcconUai 
abmit  a  Airtni|{ht  afterwitrili  tli4?  Mune  Hwift 
bark  which  conveyed  him  to  Triekte,  wu  again 
aeen  ma)cl»)r  for  the  little  haHMmr  of  Tom- 
Vecchia. 

On  thin  oeeoslon  W  remained  but  two 
and   nite  ol>ject  of  his  rtsil  seemed   to  br  tW 
making   accurate   inijiiiry  an  to  the  exact  tiaw 
at  which  Juliet's  iiunt  khs  expected  at  Al 
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p 

f[&rcn  witli  CAUtiotM  oxartncNA,  from 
ing  tbat  fau  ol>jc«t  was  mtyx  csrrfuUy 
at  tiaW)  when  he  sliould  come  for  tlte 
[f  Wt  »  Iw  (old  Iter,  prenoua  to  liis 
hia  own  distant  laiid.  Once  arrived 
pereuaded  twth  hiniself  and  Iicr,  that 
be  obotadm  to  their  unioti  irliich,  lie 
exbted,  would  long  mtliHtand  (lie 
ndvarotin  of  tlie  aident  lore  which 
k  to  remove  tliem. 

wheo  du  you  meet  afruin?"  wttd  the 
rhcn  thr  tale  vm  rtuM. 

tolA    mv    yesterday "      Juliet 

bon. 

,   Juliet,"   said  the   Ab)>cm,    ffliiltng, 

ajr,  while  we  were  all  at  vespere .'* 

I  aO)"  laid  tlie  blufllujig  (^1,  stru|^i^lin){ 
f  ber  eompoNure,  "  it  was  llien  I  saw 
and  it  n-an  then  we  Mttled  to  m«et 
diiy,  nt  the  Mune  hour." 
i  well,  my  love;  and  if  yoa  have  no 
1^   1    will   attend   you   to   this  appoint- 
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From  the  moment  tliat  Gpni1<Iinr  d'AII 
arrived  nl  tii«  c»a|]r,  to  thiit  in  which  sho 
tliLi  nKVt  ftxiuiiiicliii^  pm{Mwul,  llii-  mind  of  Jii 
htu!   uiidcrf^ie  wh»t   migbt  fairly  W  odlv-d  R 
course  of  astonishment,  but  this  last  &r  exceed' 
oil  that  had  preceded  it. 

That  she  shouU  liave  been  led,  by  any  cliani 
of  feeling,  voluntarily  to  commnnicatv  the 
sured  secret  of  her  heart  to  the  relative  at  w: 
name  sbe  Itad  fJtutbtered  but  a  few  ihort  hoinf 
before,  vns  in  iticlf  m  wonderful,  as  abnost 
make  ber  d»id)t  the  reality  of  tbe  scene  tJutt 
passing  arouiui   Iwr;    but  vdieii  ftlie  Iteard 
liigli,  the  holy,  the  exemphirj-,  the  »e*-ere  Abl 
of  Siuit'  Catht-riiia'it  [>rD])OM>  nrc>Kn|iAiiyin^  ber 
a  rendezvous  with  Imt  lover,  uikIct  Um* 
wood  tree.  Iter  astonvthment  wiut  uiicoiitndlahle, 
and  sbe  exclaimed — 

*•  Good  heaven  !  what  can  you  mnui  ?" 

Thwe  words,    however,   were  no  •ooner  ul- 
trred,  tluui  the  repented  of  tbeu*  (recdotn,  and 
apolofriutl  fur  it  on  her  tieiHied  knee. 
"  I>o   not  kneel   to   me,   Juliet ; — you 
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tlml — it  b  pAlnfiil  lo  me.  I 
1  fn-rly  fur  ynur  liwty  "rords;  (Ik-v 
Htturml ;  yet  I  mmt  ^o  n-iUi  yrm  tUt 
ulicl,  however  unuigv  my  duiu^  m 
■tojron." 

»  dntifuily  radrarourcd  to  lnni<i|i  ill 
of  wondiT.  rvrn  from  her  eye%  iim) 
M-vicly — 
u  plmw,  wuii." 

tot  like  lliM  *»  ytm  plrasr,  aunt.'  nt 
■nd,  were  ili4-rc  not  weighty-  rcasonn 
iturvt  I  <rouId  not  ^o  with  yoa." 
U  iitokrn  in  accpnls  of  ftich  offec- 
troadt,  that  Jiilii-t'H  bcnrt  imnuKliatvly 
■ih)  iigdn  ftfvling  hU  thi>  confidence  of 
,*be«id — 
what  will   h«   thinii  of  it  ?     He  wu 

loiia  not   fu   be  »e«u  by  my   fiuiiily ; 
•e«tn  that  I  have  betrayed  bini  ?** 

-n-tih  the  mate  extnurdinary  KOiile.  so 

lo    unilerMand.   and   «o  inpowible   to 

K  tl»r  AbbvM  rvpliinl — 


ilhle,  hy  imy  description,  to  t\o  justice 
c  and  disappmntment  of  the  Count  oil 
ar  the  seoHkl  tinw  tlie  prMcDce  of  tiia 
le  Bbraak  from  Avowing,  eren  to  bia 
ted  confvmor,  lite  deep  mortificatjon  be 
red;  he  abut  hinucLf  up  aIon«  in  Mh 
nd  remained  there  till  lio  could  bear  its 
ilitiMle  no  longvT ;  then,  vninly  seclting 
n  cliangv  of  place,  be  tvalkod  out  uj<on 
X,  his  pratui  step  cluu)f^-d  for  a  fretful 
The  %]itof  day  »c«tnt.-d  to  aETront  him, 
his  eye%  I>«  walked  on,  laslting 
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bis  spirit  almost  to  madnesi  by  recapStulatit^ 
vrongs,  Deunlnl  iii  lii§  own  ca»tte — tbreatent 
— tmmplcd  on — insulted.  Ilia  poverty  wis- 
pceiis) — hU  piety  coiivctIikI  to  a  crime — ami  lus 
mil,  hit)  jiut,  holy,  and  luwfiil  will,  a*  to  tbc  lU*- 
posul  of  \m  daitg'liter,  dispiitt^t  luid  cniidi'miM^I. 
Must  this  he  bonu'?  Won  no  reveii^«  w-ilbb 
hiM  reach  ?  Ax  lie  ogiuu  nii<t  ngulit  aMkcl  him- 
self  till-  quv»tioii,  Mniftliiiig  witlim  liioi  ii<eviiK^ 
tn  Btifwcr  it;  but  so  n-iltlly,  tluit  t^a  uul  agttn 
he  Uminl  from  the  aaswcr,  wid  n']K-nled  the 
qucMion.  Yet  Mill  tli«  «tntnj;p  and  awful  wordm 
"  ACtusE  liE»  OF  iiEiiKsv,"  rt'tunw-d  upon  lii« 
ntiKl.  If  ho  pursuit!  Iiiw  wulk  with  hi»  rye* 
moodily  lixc<l  upon  the  f^tind,  **  acci'se  her 
or  HEREar,"  seemed  written  up<vii  the  fi^rrt.  , 
If  lie  looked  up  and  ttaw  m)'riad<a  of  summer  fli^H 
dancinft  In  chequered  maze  l>efore  him,  '*  ac- 
CUKC  iiEft  or  MEREST,"  was  Inced  on  thv  Rtr 
by  their  w{n|r«. 

'■  1  tUre  nm  ihiiik  of  it,"  h«  exdaimed  i 
"  sin-  h"  iht*  ftlnry  of  our  hoit»c  !" 

At  that  moment  a  hu^  sea-bird  flitii 
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lirad.  JiHt  OS  It  pomod  him,  it  dipped 
wards  tbc  cartlii  and  scrpamed,  Tlie 
e,  to  hid  r«r,  disdnclly  sounded  "  de- 
t  DOW  )i«  no  longtT  dotihti-d,  or,  at  least, 
;er  tliougbt  it  proper  to  doubt,  tliat  ho 
iririted  by  a  mirnclf. 
d  and  exciletl,  he  re-enterod  the  casdr, 
eding  directly  to  his  chamber,  lie  be- 
uclf  with  holy  water,  and  then,  falliiii; 
MS  before  the  wooden  cnicifix  which 
I  in  the  rootn,  he  rowed,  sh  be  kiioied 
r  the  image,  that  tlie  command  which 
I  M  miracidouoly  conv-eyed  to  him, 
obeyed. 

>  Tpiy  mtiifactorily  perfonned  tlus  act 
m,  he  nrosF  from  hU  knees  much  ccmi- 
d  Hununoning  a  domestic,  he  again  seoi 
is  CODfcMSOr. 

ricM  cani«  to  him  witbotit  delay,  ihou^^b 
K  ttnpleweuitly  engaged,  b<-ing  at  tliat 
employed  in  eating  a  slight  refection  of 
I,  and  wufer  bread,  in  the  closet  i^tpro* 
0  the  keeping  such  dainty  stores.  To 
i3 
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these,  die  pions  and  atteiirive  Olirc  lau)  added 
the  remnant  of  a  fiask  of  wiiie;  while  she 
rewarded  by  receiring,   in  return,  much 
advice,  together  wilh  some  spiritual  obseri^tioiw 
concerning  tlie  demeanour  of  the  Lady  A 
r«tinue. 

"  I  know  not,  Olive,"  said  the  monk,  as 
wushvd   d<iwii   his  raisins  of   the    sun   with 
draught  of  Khenish,  "and  in  gmxl  troth,  I 
not  under^Uuid,  how  bo  greut  and  godly  a 
can  tolerate  such  a  crow  of  UkfiivourccI  and 
unholy  fvllows.      Remember,   OUvc,   if  I   am 
pitiful  to  your  youth,  and  the  weakness  of  yoor 
bmulv  luiturc,  yon  mu»t  nut  abuse  my  indul* 
gencv.    There  are  unit,  pretty  (>li<re,  1  couki 
hardly  give  yon  absolution  for." 

■ 

Here  Olive  interrupted  him,  with  an 
ance  (bat  she  wnit  in  no  djuiger  of  vomnutting 
any  faults  in  consequence  of  the  new  arrivaEii, 
and  just  as  he  wm  listening,  well  pleiued,  to  ImI^| 
promisoa  of  perfect  diMretioii,  the  door  uf  the 
cloMt  ufiencd,  and  a  ser\-ing-maii  a{)i>van.'( 
the  mmange  abore-menttuncd. 
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ner   hod   Fatter    Laurence    entered 

where    the   Count  waited  for   him, 

perceived   that  something   extnwrdi- 

occurred.      The    rexed   and   fretful 

of    countenance,    with    which    be 

am,  two  hours   before,  to    obey  the 

of  lh«  Abbess,  bad  entirely  \'ani&bed, 

1  place  appeared  a  look   of  wttled 


^  Id  the  wind  now  ?"  said  the  moiik, 

I  u  be  approached  the  table  at  which 

i  wu  sitting,  with  a  step,  whose  mea^ 

rity  was  in  nice  occorduncc  with  the 

Mat«  of  his  patron's  inind. 

kiwu,  Father,"  nid  the  Count.    'Mm 

obeyed,  and  tliongh  pretty  well  ac- 

to  potnpou*  nothings,    uttered    with 

gravity,  the  tone  of  voice  in  which  be 

addreaacd  alnuw  itartled  him. 

ire  sent  for  you,   Fatlicr    Laurence," 

le  County  "  to  oonununicate  to  you  an 

ke  iinporlaiice  of  which  can  only  be 


^ 
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c>q»nllo(l  tty  lli«  woti<lrrf»l  circumslMnet 
ing  it." 

He  pauned— and  the  confewior  bowed  bk 
head.  "  Fallier  \  1  hare  been  vkited  by  ii 
miracle.'* 

The  monk  started,  wilh  half  real,  half  affpcted 
surprise,  but  said  tiuthmg;  knowing  iluit  the 
mast  «gree»l>le  aDswer  would  be  the  look  of 
eagOT',  yet  solemn  curiosity,  whicb  he  immedi- 
ately au^umed. 

"  It  is  even  so,"  continued  the  Count,  " 
what  are  all  the  glories  obtiune<l  by  my  aU' 
tors  compared  to  tliis !     'l'he<Mlorti  U  tho  only 
Count  d'Albano   on    recordi    holy    Father, 
arfaom  this  mark  of  Mi'aven's  favour  lias 
aceonled." 

**  Then  may  wo  ho  certain,  my  son,  that 
is  litis  Tlieodore,  who  hax  been  found  the 
deserving  of  it.     But  proceed,  my  lord — if,  t 
deed,  you  are  permitted  to  reveal  the  miracle 
mortal  ears." 

*'  Of  that  you  shall  yourself  be  Judge. 


THS  ABBEKS. 


i<; 


fpuitnal  guide>  I  moat,  of  cotirae. 
y  for  counte),  on  tliis  soleina  occa- 

lon,"  replied  tkc  monk,  with  liumiliiy, 
ever  found  you  so  wise  and  ju«t  n 
yoiir  own  actions,  tliat  I  sliotiI<!  advise 
Lis,  as  in  all  otber  drciunstancea,  to 
iicd  solvly  by  your  own  will  and  plea- 


KS  Father, — not  so.     On  tliis  occasion, 

,    who  muM  intorjirct  tlic   sijpis  and 

that   hare   been   shown   to   me — and, 

God,  whose  ncrvant  you  arc,  iiutpin 

wMotn  to  direct  me  right !" 

harp-wiucd  monk  felt  convinced,  tltal 

i  some  bmincaa  in  contemplation,  for 

lu   iirstruinent,  familiarly  designated  a 

',  was  rcquire^l ;  and  he  was  confirmed 

idea,  when   tlie   Count  added,   in  that 

tone  of  pertinacity  to  wluch  hu  had  no 

a  accustomed : 

before   I  proceed,  1  deem  it  best  lo 
fOih   *^At  NuTHiNu    can    change   my 
15  . 
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Opinion,  as  to  the  nature  of  tlic  riston,  or  ttt 
purpoae." 

Receiving  hit  cue  from  tliu  hint,  the  trell- 
disciplined  Father  LuurcniT  prcpaix-cl  himself 
to  hear,  with  patient  Bcquicsccnee,  wluitcvrr  Mh 
illustrious  penitent  mi^t  chose  to  nurrate.  He 
drew  n  foot  nearer  to  tiim,  eromed  his  booil* 
demurely  on  h»  well-rouiidc<l  paunch,  and  ■•• 
sumcd  the  uLr  of  a  nuui  about  to  hear  of  higli 
and  weighty  matters. 

As  Count  Theodore  was  rather  lengthy  !a  Us 
style  of  narrative,  we  will  Hpare  the  reader  his 
uceount  of  the  last  ialennew  with  his  nUier, 
together  with  all  hb  commentaries  there- 
upon, and  take  tip  his  narrattre  at  the  mo- 
ment when  the  first  supernatural  circtunatanc* 
occurred. 

"  I  walked  forth  upon  the  terrace,  Katbart 
hoping  to  eoot  the  fever  which  seemed  to  hara 
•eize<l  upon  my  htain,  while  U-stenjng  to  words 
M)  awfully  impious.  My  eyes  were  fixed  upon 
the  grouud,  aiul  ere  I  had  taken  three  steps,  I 
saw  on  the  walk  before  tne,  words,  tmcod  birly 
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mre\ — I  saw  tLraif  Father,  a>  dearly  m 

D  your  rooBry." 

Id  you  read  tlie  ebaiactcn,  my  son  ?" 
Father— and  tbutr  purport  made  inc 

' 1  tremble  stiU  —  bnt  yet   I  tmttt 

bem: — *  AccuM  tbc  Abbm  of  berny 

be   Pope*      Such   were    the    dniMlfiil 

read." 

t  Laurence  eroned  UaiMlf. 

«aa  this  alL     Amazed  aod  terrilicd,  1 

eye«  from  tbc  buniiiig  cliitracter*  that 
to  8curcb  thvm,  bihI  turned  my  troubled 
cnrards  the  heavens. — Whutaw  I  there? 
e  air  was  full  of  summer  inM-ct«,  which, 

kuow,  danoe  on  for  ever  in  the  sun- 
seeiuiiig  alw-ays  to  precede  our  steps. 
insecia,  Father,  these  light  sununer  Bies 
f  together  in  a  darkeniog  group,  and 
langed  thetnselrcs  into  tbc  sclf-ABine 
— '  Accu.se    her    of    b«rpsy    before    the 


let  wonderful !"  ejaculated  the  confMnor. 
amA  the  end  of  it.— Father,  1  re- 


i6 


Ido 


THE  ABBESS. 


bell«cL — Alu!  I  rebelled  agaiiwt  the  wori  of 
God!" 

Aguin  FaOier  Laurence  chmm^I  liimfirlft  ao 
wliicU  Um-  Count  sank  on  liis  IctivM  before  him. 
and  condudcd  lik  narrative  after  the  mtuiner  of 
»  c«>iifv«t^ion. 

"  Yes,  holy  Futlier,  I  rebi-Ilcd !     My  impi 
lip*  cxcluimed  aloud,  '  1  will  not  tliluk  of 
•the  l«  tlie  {flory  of  our  houw.'  " 

"  Hn !"  escluuniil  the  inonk,  in  a  voice 
itfiTor. 

**  I  will   do  pcniuieo  for  it.   Iiuly   Futltt.'r — 1 

will    do   pciuuioc even    unto    obeying 

drejulful  dfcrvc !" 

A  son  of  queer  twinkle,  Ibat  at  tlii«  main 
mored  one  of  Uie  monk's  eye-li<l%  and  whicli 
approached  in  a  itliglit  d«;^ree  to  a  n-ink,  oiighi 
hare  imlicnu-d  to  an  altendre  obserrer,  that 
he  now  lic);an  to  untlemand  tlie  husin«is  before 
bitn — but  it  was  nut  perccive<l  by  the  nublr 
penileul.  who  iIulh  eouitiiued  bis  uorj'. 

"  I  lenvrii  diil  not  leave  it  to  my  own  hard- 
cttcd  licart,  Futlter,  nor  even  to  your  sanctity  to 


:i 


W,  for  hardly  had  I  uiterad  Uie  aacrt- 
aniU,  wb«ii  a  huge  bird,  in  size  and 
ike  auy  ever  *een  before,  swept  down, 
re  my  head,  and,  M  he  pawed,  ftcreamed 
>,  in  toiieft  w  terrible  as  tbuse  of  the 
D  itwlf, — '  heresy!"* 
he  Count  ceased,  and  quiu  o«XTCoD>e 
Qvmendoiis  hutory  fao  had  rehited, 
ed  his  eyes  wtth  his  haJkls,  and 
his    head    upon    the    kne«t  of  his 


Dod-bearted  man,  tlwugh  he  did  not 
it  to  a  «inglc  syllabic  of  the  recital, 
?rl«ips  a  temperate  Wtief  in  the  staie- 
rhat  the  Abbess  had  spoken,  addressed 
•nt  with  all  possible  indulgence. 
,  my  son. — You  ha»«  sinned,  it  cannot 
i;  but  your  penance,  as  you  have 
well  remarked,  has  been  spoken  by  the 
Heaven.  My  dnty  is,  que&tiotiless  to 
Hs,  and  lo  asaiat  you,  as  best  I  may,  in 
urmancc  of  it.     Itise,   my   son.     You 


t  business  before  you." 
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"  I  euinot  rise,  boly  Fatker,  till  yoa  Iia< 

gniited  me  aliralution  for  the  urn  I  have 

RiUtf«l. (iraiit   in«  ab«olitlion,  haiy  VathtTf 

for  all   Uie   uiis   rmting    upon   my   coDsciencc 

iince   my  lut  confession thouglt   now   my 

mbd  i»  too  ffiucli  agitated  to  record  tJiem." 

**  Some  small  benefaction  to  die  cburcli,  m; 
son,  will  bfi  neccaaary  for  litis.  CaiMllen  muK 
bum  before  tbe  shrine  of  your  blessed  pntmn, 
St.  Ttieodose,  and  hix  extra  nuuweH  mitst  be 
•Bid." 

Tbe  Count  sigbed,  for  at  tbat  moment  hi* 
purse  wa«  very  low ;  the  prvparutiuns  for  tbe 
reception  of  his  illustnous  st^cr,  luix'ing  diawa 
deeply  on  it.  He  reflected  for  a  moment ;  and 
then  taking  a  roeary  of  unall  gold  bctkds  from 
bis  bosom,  be  said— 

"  Lay  this  before  the  image  of  St  Tlnnilnt 
Father.  A  string  of  ivory  sliall  serve  me,  while 
Hm  woeful  penance  is  about.  If  Hearen  give 
me  hUi'Dgtli  (o  go  throi^b  it,  1  will  redeem  my 
pledge  by  twice  ita  weight  of  golden  coin." 
Father  Laurenoe  then  pronounced  tlte  abso- 
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t  CooBt  arose,  ligbened  of  a  Iwny 


ytxiapt,  cmo  gtre  a  better  idea  U 

iutgnat  which  boUi  pcnitmt  sihI  cob- 

k  in  libr  hnrinwi  wUA  had  aifflgti 

|b   tlMt  &ct   that  the  gnat  bell   haH 

the  boar  of  dinner,  without  «4tber  of 

ing  been  awm  of  it.   Thii  was  the  Gni 

BE  Father  LattrcDcv  had  mided  in  the 

Ksncb  «B  acddwit  had  bappeiked,  and 

icriy  to  be  the  last,  for  when  a  servaiit, 

fultet,  nttered  the  roam,  and  aoDoaiMTd 

wa  atroog  an  cmodon  of  ref^ret,  repent- 

tjr,  almoM  rcDwme,  fell  i^khi  hii  cpirit, 

lOt^t  of  the  chilled  meats  that  it  waa 

J  he  would  ettx  forget  it. 

rarhitic  the  I'pH,  they  found  the  fiunily 

ed,  and  the  Count  hastened  with  much 

D  bia  place. 

inch  Htiff  and  atately  ceremony  perraded 
oquetB  at  Albano,  that  the  incicaMd 
ity  of  the  Count's  manner  upon  tbii  oc- 
bardly    perceptible ;    yet  still   the 
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Rl«nc«  waa  more  complete  than  usnal :  tv*n 
Morgante  hold  bis  station  gravely,  and  ftecnwd 
to  feel  that  it  was  no  Beason  for  tnirih.  Father 
Laurence,  though  he  ate  heartily,  did  it  reve- 
rently, and  no  n«jre  words  were  spoken  by  any 
of  t]ie  family,  than  were  necessary  to  the  per- 
formance of  the  common  ritea  of  hospitality 
towards  the  guests. 


1 1  coW,  ch*  k>  )ir««M  '1  ripnui 
•  qiujtsna,  ch'  ha  gia  I'unchU  ••Dene, 
riinan*  wanepwafeponei 
«ti|ugiB  ■!  br  le  n*  miiwccl, 
*iuMnzi  ■  twen  dgtwr  b  Mr««  lbn«. 

Da  NIB. 


t  Ute  custom  of  i'atlier  Laurence  lo 
f  gnat  oxerdont  eitbcr  meuial  or 
r  U>c  liret  two  or  three  houn  after 
rbeii  tbv  Count,  therefore,  laid  bis 
^is  arm,  as  he  mJked  down  the  hall, 
Mtcd  his  attendance,  the  monk  felt 
1y  dt»[KMed  to  excuse  himself;  but 
I  wit  failed  him,  or  he  wait  too  well 
llie  difficulty  of  nuilcing  tii«  escape  at 
to  attempt  it ;  so,  bending  his  head 
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wlili   rciugnBtioii,   be  mcrkly   rallow«fl   to 
library.     The   eboEn  of    tliU  apartment  « 
Hingulu-Iy  comfortahlo,  having  b««ii  coiiHtrurtrd 
aiter  iLv  dircrtiunti  of  a  certain  Canliitul  d'l 
bono,  wlio  took  tin;  palt«ni  from  tlimc  of 
Popc'i  private  library-  in  the  Vulicoii.     In 
of  thcHe  chairs  Father  Laurence  phux-d  hinuct 
aiid  prepared  to  listen,  either  to  a  repetition  i 
the  morni»g;'fl  tale,  or  to  a   pereniiud  flow  i 
ooininentary  on  tt.     Notliinj;  like  it,   howere 
followed.     The  little  fithllin^,  dawdling,  repe- 
tadve  stmiit,    in   which    the    Count   d'Albaao 
luiially  induljrcd,  wm  not*  changed  to  a  tone  of 
vehement  iwtivity,  and  eagenM.^sll  for  action. 
"  How  iitliift awful  business  to  br^pn,  Father?' 
It  vnut  ttinw  he  a<ldre«sed  the  monk  before  tluty 
were  both  well  seated. 

"I  will  have   uo   delay,   lest  tlie    rooiist 
•cut  by  the  just  vengeance  of  Heaven  to  ad- 
mouish  me,  should  again  come  to  scream  in  n^jl 
ear,  that  most  iipjiolling  of  all  aiticnUtc  soundi, 
*  U£RK»V.' — Speak  I     What  must  l>e  tlie  plan  «( 
our  proceeding*  f" 
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ave  been,  w  (ar,  Ilearen-directed  in 
k  uy  90n,  that  I  would  ratlier  lUtea 
^cstions,  before  I  propound  my  owii. 
en,  my  \oiA — speak  freely  and  at 
laK^ver  lta»  come  into  your  head,  iv 
his  terrible,  but  dotibtleiut  ino«t  ne- 
jstneas.  Your  talents,  backed  by  thv 
ffen,  cannot  fail  to  direct  um  right.  I 
jTou  to  the  end,  before  I  make  n  vingle 


list's  mind  wm 


*t  this  moment 


^■nt  than  luital,  was  certainly  true. 

e,  ambitioa,  aud  a  burning  dtsirv  to 

I  himself  by  religious  lE^al,    were  all 

rork  within  him ;  and  firmly  pertuadud 

ausual  activity  lie  felt,  was  an  impulse 

ren,  he  set  Uioself  to  obey  the  confeo- 

tst;  and  was  pre»ent]y  deep  in  a  long- 

issertation  on  the  abominations  of  the 

f  Saut'    Catherina's,  the  purity  of  his 

ivea  in  bringing   iliem   to   light,  and 

Bity  of  making  hts  holiness  the  I'ope 
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speedily  to  understand  the  danger  wliich  thri 
vDcd  the  church  fmm  within  iIh  sacred  walln. 

He  liod  not  pursued  his  discourse  for 
than  tliree  minutes  Wfore  Father  Laurence 
ino»i  comfortabty  and  profoundly  ask't-p  in 
toft  depth  of  his  bu^  ann  chair ;  but   it 
long  ere  the  Count  was  aware  of  it 

CarriMl  on  by  tliv  unusual  eneri^  of  his  feet* 
ings.  he  tuUced,  and  talked  on,  iwtliing  doubdni^ 
the  attention  of  (ho  monk,  wkoM*  cloM>d  ryn  and 
perfect  stillness  he  interpreted  as  mgns  of  earnest 
listening.  At  Icngtli  tlic  luifortunate  eonfemor 
gave  a  most  riolent  snort,  followed  by  the  ia- 
dcseribahle  cadence  which  aiimwnces  hear^ 
snoring. 

"Good  llea\'en* — U  it  [>ossib)e? — Asleep  I 
My  nmfcssor  asleep  nt  thJ:*,  tlic  rao«t  important 

moment  of  my  life? Awiike,    Sir  Prientf 

awake !"  shouted  the  eiiniged  niilileman,  tdiing 
him  by  tltc  arm,  and  «haking  him  viokmily — 
"  Awake  [  for  tbc  last  lime  beneith  my  roof."  J 

Tbe  thunderiitg  tone  of  voice,  aided  by  a* 
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Ipc  M  tti«  (li>licat«  nnn  o(  hb  patron 
eBvctuull)'  rcn»4>d  (Ik*  i>loi>j>iiig  iraut; 

upon  liU  fn%  iumI  for  a  momrnt 
ly  upon  bw  afMutuit;  but  tlit>  rti>cti- 
worrf  "wli-rp  t"  In  wi  acociit  of  tfa« 
t  anger,  nt  uuce  explaiiiixl  ilieiuwnult, 
ttme  insUuit  shoned  lum  tbe  peril  ia 
ooA. 
uus  of  km  catling  Wfriended   liiin. 

in  his  turn  upon  tbe  Count,  tmd 
a  off,  at  tbe  full  lengtb  of  liU  muscular 
dumcd — 
! Sleep! Call  you  llial  sleep? 

ba»  been  upon  mc,  my  dear  son.— 
ecorcr  mj-M-lf — our  forwutl  puili  18 
I  DiusI  meftilate  Awhile." 
r  yielrljng  belief  to  a  •ttatcraent  m> 
to  all  tiiit  own  notion^  tlic  Count 
rith  thi!  mo«t  [leiiiteiil  liumility,  llie 
Sell  for  hit  *acrilegi»ufl  mij^take. 
atlKTO  not,  my  wn,  it  U  forgiven ; 
(latten  now,  but  the  arre»tui(j  the 
icli  are  driving  through   my  biaim 


me  nun,  lui  hiii,  i  mi^mm^mm^ 
With  awe  the  most  rererentiBl. 
th^  mo>)t  profouiul,  the  Count  o{h 
lor  tlio  holy  man  to  \asa,  and  vw 
when  a  sliglit  bend  of  the  head,  M 
shon-cd  that  he  did  not  consider  bim 
beneath  his  nodce. 

When  he  luid  proceeded  a  few  t 
pa«Aaf^,  ilir  monk  tunif^l  round, 
titiU,  bt-ckiiiiMl  lh«>  Couiii,  whii  nH 
door,  to  npproitrli  him.     Ilv  did  so 
step. 

"  Dispatch  a  courier  instantly  ti 
He   shall    bear    a  letter    from   i 
Ooininic,  beseeching  his  immedii 
bete ;  he  will  officiate  at  vespers ! 
for  some  honn  nionc." 


H         THE 

^  trnice  Es  «»dv(L     .\Aor  we  hare 
next  must  follow  ttltall  be  ii»d«  known 
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n-aitiiiff  far  a  reply,  lie  tururd  ngain, 
lued   hi*   progrea  towarda    Itia  own 

unands  vttv  obeyed  witli  (Im;  utmost 
le,  tuul  iJie  oirssenger  wa»  aiinouiiced 
btrfore  KiUbrr  Laurence  bad  finuhml 


I,  the  good  Fatber,  tlioug;b  well  satb* 
Jie  succeic^  of  tbe  expedient  by  H'bich 
Lj)fi^  e»ca))e(l  (lie  peril  into  wbicJi  lib 
^HB  llirown  tiim,  but  turned  it  into 
of  gloiyt  konour,  and  auiliority.  was, 
■1^  considerably  puzzled  by  the  pre- 
in  whicli  he  vuod. 

perfectly  clear  that  tlic  Abbefta  of  Sant' 
{»  could  never  atone  to  him  for  tbe  low 
Iron's  liivour,  including,  as  it  muat,  tbitt 
(ft  tranquillity  of  his  functions  in  tlie 
if  sbe  had  testified  the  utmost  ad- 
it was,  therefore. 


r 

iof   bU  satirctitv. 


^ 
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quite  iBi|wadbk  UmU  m  mna  of  his  gooclnMi 
kean  ounld  doubt  for  a  moment  whose  wie  i 
shouU    r^KHise    in    tbe    Mrife   wludt 
mmbtg  between  dmn.     Yet  still  hbt  [ieii]i 
&r  frotn  stn%bt.     Not  onr  syltiiblr,  wt  wr 
i>it>cl,  did  be  credit  of  ibr  wonderful  Morj'  rvk 
by  the  C'Ount.     RomUb  prie»t8  lutve,  perb 
Id  oil  B^^eti  of  the  Clinrcbi  been  leas  liable  I 
Mtpentitioii  thaii  other  men. 

Those  who  are  behind  the  scenes  can 
deem  the  maehiner}'  miraeitloiM ;  hut  from  wfc 
over  cause,  tbc  fuel  is  certiiin,  Uiat  Father 
rcnco  WM  as  little  likely  tn  beliere  such  a  i 
ment,   m   \'oluur('    hiimelf   would   bave 
•omowliat  more  than  a  century'  lator.     It 
not,  therefore,  froin  any  doubts  or  roiagiii 
as  to  the  truth  or  blsehood  of  tlie  neeiiuition  I 
be  bid  BgninM  tlie  exulted   lady,  that  he 
embarra»ed ;    but  solely  from  tlte  diiEeiilty 
proceeding  without,  on  one  side,   ranning 
risk  of  offendini;  his  invnluabtc  poitron,  or 
^tling  himself  entangled  in  an  absurd  uccu 
tion  on  tlie  other. 


THE  ABBES8. 

Ion  of  the  AbbcM  «iw  much  of  Ute 
••  and  eonplexiou  m  ikat  gtrntniiy 
by  tLf  cltfi^  of  tlie  RoniiNh  Churdi 
racb  otlivr.  They  all  Vntiw,  that 
rery  one  of  tlie  body  muRt,  of  iie- 
:tion  innumerable  lies;  and  though 

I  in  CTer}'  otlier  diancterutic  nu)- 
roui  M  the  imliridiuUs  who  coropoM 
B  ground-work    pvn  a  tincture  to 

II  feelings,  which,  opitc  of  «  pretty 
rit  de  corp«,  hw  but  little  of  that 
uifidener,  which  forau  a  »tronfr  boiMl 
otong  tlie  clergy  of  the  Reformetf 
Jut  thitt  a  quite  compatible  with  ad- 
r  superior  learning,  esteem  for  Indi- 
1  cotHloct,  and  affection  for  amiable 

igly,  Father  Laurence  really  <Ud  feel, 
trfectly  ready  to  express,  much  admi- 
ihe  high  clumtder  accorded  to  the 
fat^  (^iheriiui'a  by  the  public  voice ; 
^etess,  be  doubted  not  that  nomc 
^emc  of  her  own,  lay  beiimth  the 
K 


wnenic!!,  nu  luiuu  iiui 


■Mjimlly  so,  that  whatever  benefitted 
was  very  likely  to  benefit  himself  al 
fioificiently  strong  desire  to  drcumv 
and  aaaitt  the  otlier.     All  this  wasH 
and  ran  ihrouf^b  his  brain,  alnn|;«oini 
ttcularty  connected  with  self-love,  o 
lightning  alon^  a  wire  coiiditetor.     1 
he  to  act?     If  ho  did  not  bclivv* 
miracle*,    he    did    nuwt  slcdfiutly 
power,  Biid  till'  bare  idea  of  dntn{ 
whtdi  mi^ht  direct  Its  hontility  nga 
gave  him  an  agiic  fit.    The  unccrt 
still  between  bis  fiugem,  harinf^  hi 
no  charncten  of  more   definite   n 
"  To  the  worthy  and  well-belov 
tninie,   grcetinf^,"   when  a  ki>ock 


was,  on  thM  impoTtant  day,  actlr«|y 
ch  to  befrieikd  lum,  for  It  «idd<Btily 
I  idtOf  tliat  baiinj;  once  put  Katfaar 
poMMMon  of  ibtf  Count's  confid<>nM, 
•  by  no  raeiuu  <lEfficult  (u  witklnw 
Dtly  from  all  respousiltUity  in  the 
Tliis  bright  idea  >t  one*  di'CHltd  Li» 
iduct,  aud  witli  a  rMuly  pen,  he  i«- 
c  hmrtirte  pnveiice  of  his  holy 
t  wUuml  f^tritifi  any  partHrular  r«i«in 
f  kis  comiNuiy. 

)g  sununer  afternoon  was  arriuinir 
tlw  boar  for  the  TO*f>cr  MTricf 
It  Father  Dominic  did  not  npprar. 
Bt  vho  hikd  bet-ii  wtit  for  him  ww 
md  on  b«nng  quoMtione<l  by  rat]»FT 
Btated,  that  the  porter,  who  w.-w  on  old 
loe^  hud  detiiiiK-d  liim  for  a  few  brief 
during  which  he  liad  wen  the  Father 
ide  forward. 

,  passed  the  porter's  lot^,"  continued 

,  "lie  desired  me  w  refreeJi  mynelf, 

him.     And  that,  please  your  holiness, 

k2 


IW 


THE   ABBESA. 


I  did,  before  one  «ouJd  tell  twenty :  but  I  hat 
nerer  set  ejrea  upon  lib  rev«reDc«  abce, 
his  mule  seemed  inclined  for  noUiin^  beyond 
^uilc  amble,  and  I  liave  galloped  all  tbe 
as  if,  saving  your  holy  presence,  tbe  dei-il 
beliiud  me." 

'I'liere  was  no  time  for  furtlier  queuion : 
bell  of  the  cliapel  had  ceased,  and  tlie  pricM 
disap|>oinled  of  a  subatitule,  hastily  prepnuxd 
perform  tbe   evening  service  himself.     Ax 
look  his  place   before  tbe  altar,  he  nu»od 
eyes  to   the  gallery,   where  he  presumed 
Abbess  and  her  nuns  to  be  placed.     The  cur>* 
taiiLs  were  closely  drawn,  and  tbe  seri'ice 
menced. 


en  pcrmlttrd  tn  approach  Latly 
since  the  hour  of  dinner.  She  had 
le  atteodanra  of  her  nanit,  Nayint;,  ok 
led  them,  that  ahe  Hhould  perfonn  her 
evotionH  iii  her  oratory ;  having;  an- 
ids,  she  ferther  Jiifonaed  tliem,  tJiat 
to  proceed  as  usual,  under  the  gmA- 
Ady  Juliet's  page,  to  the  g&ller)'  of  the 


ate  listened  irith  inexpremihle  mto- 
to  Jidiet,  when  ifac  bade  him,  ax  oooti 
hUd  have  performed  tlti«  duty  to  tlie 
k3 
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ntiiK,  to  repair  to   llic  apiirun«iit  of  lier 
snd   conduct  lier  to    tlie   poAtem   door  of 
l^ardcn,  wb«re  she  b«r»clf  should  be  ia  waiting 
to  join  them. 

•'  And   for    the  love  of  God,    lady,  whit 
shall  you  lead  her  ?" 

"  To  the  chcBdiui  tree,"  answered  JuUl 
smiling. 

The  boy,  on  hvariii;;  this  rt'iily,  stood  silent 
before  \\VT,  witli  a  hwk  of  siich  terriliiNJ  surpria 
tluu  his  youii^  miittn.'An  Ltuglied  uutrigfat. 

"  Oh ! — I  undentand  you  now,  liidy — wfaatl 
Mi  wn  I,  to  believe  you  bi  eiimcst !" 

**  But  I  aiQ  ill  earoeM,  Morgauie — snd  yvi*^ 
must  b«  in  eammi  too,   dear  boy,   aiid  «-au-fa 
carefully— oh !  moit  csrcfully  that  »o  oue  nuy 
surprise  la." 

The  extreme  qulckueas  of  Morf^ite,  vrhicfa 
oD  ordinary  occasions,  cnablnnj  him  to  under* 
stand  the  onlen  he  received  before  they  were 
well  uttered,  now  only  served  to  oonAiuml  lum 
nnore  completely.  A  thousand  atnuij^  thoughts 
duwed   eacti  other  rapidly    ttirau^h    hts  hewl; 


d 


iiple  &ct  diat  Juliet  intended  to  intro- 

reeo  and  silver  hunter  to  tlic  Alil>e<M 

^atberina'fl,  was  tuUI  at  an  imintiuur- 

ce  from  faiit  comprehension. 

ts,   however,   were   previoiu;    OUvi- 

•jsz    the   room    before    the  importaiii 

pB  arranged;    therefore,    taking    thi; 

y,   but  gravely  by  tlie   hand,   Juliet 

m  that  Htmtige  as  it  iqipcared,  slie  luu) 

iroraised  on  that  eveiung  to  lew)   her 

e  chestnut  tree. 

the  young  gentleman,  lady  'i" 

le  to  meet  htm  tliorc,  Morgante." 

fe   di    dio  1 — Docs   the    Abbess  knuw 

!  is  to  find  there  ?* 

knows  every  thii^." 

ihe  same  of  all  the  raiiits,  who   lold 


d,  More 


lorgante.  Do  not  stare  so  wildly, 
u  thou^it  I  tuul  lost  my  Henses.  It  is 
IV  that  I  hare  found  tbt-m.  Truiit  me, 
.  le  my  best  and  wisest  friend." 

tstorj-  bodw  and  romances,  many 
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n  one,"  aiiswereil  the  boy,  "  but  never  yet  i 
I  lu*ar  of  aiiy  thing  to  woiidt'rfiil,  a*  »  you 
lady  tuktng  a  holy  abbess  of  tlic  church,  to  | 
private  meeting  with  h«r  lover,  luiiler  the  grec 
wood  tree !" 

*'  Ncv«rtheles.s,  he  very  sure,  tliat  it  U 
Morgante.     Ful  me  not  now,  riear  buy,  no 
tlmt   I  am  tloiitg  right — you    liave  served 
faithfully  ill  a  worse  cause." 

"  Niiy,  lady,  you  will  say  presently,  tliat  I 
it  for  the  love  of  e\-il,  unci  not  for  love  of  you.- 
No,  dear  mistress,  I  will  not  fiiil  you,  now — r 
ever.     May  llie  holy  virgin  and  nil  the 
pauy  of  saints  protect  you,  but  1  think  you 
doing  what  never  lady  did  before." 

"  Fear  nothing  from  my  aunt Hvk  ! 

is  Olive's  steps. — Be  punctual  at  the  door, 
minutes  after  the  service  has  Ucgan." 

TIiU  *'*«  said  in  a  wliisper,  hut  the  worn 
quick  glance,  which  had  so  often  answered  b< 
did  so  now,  and  she  had  the  comfort  of  perceiri; 
tliat,  however  uniiiteiligible  her  motives  might 
the  boy  miderstood  her  will,  and  would  obey 
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nd  of  lite  chapel  bell  reached  ttiem 

WDL     Olive  started   oS^  and  Jaliet 

Ustcniiig    10   it    as    earnestly  as    if 

e  cotild  tell   her,  liow  hvi  namelen 

Id  ixircive  the  ruitor  slie  wu  about  to 

u  souii  us  itM  suuiui  sliould  cettsc. 

iety  upon  tliis  point  was  l>ccoiniii||; 

;reat — but  it  wus  too  lute   for  surli 

ilher  to  benefit  or  Injure  her.     'l*lie 

d,  aad  a  few  minutes  afterwards,  ibe 

(looTS)  an<l  llie  hurrying  of  iiteps  along 

n,  ceased  too:— every  one  was  in  tlie 

xepting    the  strangely   aMorted  triu 

to  meet  at  the  garden  gate. 

rt  stepped  out  upon  tlic  terrace,  slie 

bbeas  and  Moigaiite  already  at  ilie 

She  had  hoped  tlmt  her  aont  would 

led  the  same  equivocal  style  of  dreos, 

bud  wont  ill  the  morning;  but  on  the 

»hc  vta»   now   fully   equipped  ag  the 

^Biit'  Catherlna's. 

idiBt  will  he  think  »f  me !"  mentally 
.  Juliet,  as  &lte  contemplated  the  stately 
k6 
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iini>(wii)^  manner  she  a§sume<1  townrds  hfr 
brotber;  and  as  Jt  was  certatD  (hat  in  tlie«e,  her 
«clieme»,  lie  cwtld  hare  no  share,  while  it  ww 
equally  so,  that  whatever  benefitted  hli  [wtroBt 
was  very  likely  to  benefit  himself  also,  he  frit  a 
»uGBcie»tly  strong  desire  to  dreumretit  the  ooe 
and  aacitt  the  other.  All  thta  was  dear  enon^ 
and  ran  tlirough  his  brain,  nloRgwome  nerrepar- 
tteiiUurly  connected  with  «rlf-!ore,  as  rapidly  m 
lightning  along  s  wire  oondtietor.  But  bow  wai 
ke  to  act?  If  hfi  did  not  believe  in  Romisk 
miracles,  ho  did  mo«t  sted&stly  in  RomUi 
power,  and  the  hnro  idea  of  doing  any  Ihbig 
whieli  mifrht  direct  its  hostility  ngain^it  lUniaeK 
gave  him  an  ague  fit  llie  uncerbun  pen  wm 
■till  between  bis  fingers,  having  hitherto  tncxl 
no  characters  of  more  definite  meaning  than 
"  To  the  worthy  and  well-belov«l  Fm*  Do- 
minic, greeting,"  when  a  knock  at  the  door 
of  his  room  was  followed  by  the  annonnccment, 
that  the  omirier  was  ready,  and  only  wnitad 
for  ha  orders. 

It  tdioulil  necm  (hat  the  good  genius  of  Fathef 


SOS 


nd  of  tli«  chapel  bell  reached  them 
lent.  Olive  suited  oS,  aitd  Juliet 
tbtening  to  it  to  eaT»e*lly  i»  if 
e  could  t«U  her,  bow  hvr  nanwir<nt 
i  receive  the  visitor  she  was  itlwut  to 
n  soon  IB  its  »ou»d  should  cense. 
iety^  tqion  this  point  was  becoming 
rest — but  it  vss  too  late  for  sucb 
ther  to  benefit  or  injure  her.  Tliv 
I,  and  u  fuw  minutes  aftcrwajtU,  the 
loors,  and  the  hurrying  of  Kiep«  ajonjr 
a,  cesMd  too:— ^very  one  win  In  tlic 
eopting  tlie  strangely  aMoru-d  trio 
0  meet  «t  the  gwdcn  gnte. 
E  stepped  oDt  upon  the  terrace,  ftliv 
)be«  and  Morgaiite  already  at  tli«- 
She  had  hoped  tliat  her  aunt  would 
ed  the  same  equivocid  Myle  of  dresw, 
liad  woni  in  the  morning; ;  but  o»  the 
he  was  tiow  fully  equipped  as  the 
Sant*  Catlierina's. 

rhat  will  be  think  of  me!"  mentally 
Jitliet,  as  she  conlemphtied  the  6tuiely 
k6 
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figure,  n-liich  looked  so  little  fitted  for  Hiv 
she  was  to  viaiu  But  another  moment  brought 
her  to  the  side  of  her  aunt,  and  the  tranquil 
sinilv  witli  which  slic  met  her,  seeming  ta 
threut«n  so  little,  and  to  pro«ii)>e  m>  nuld^  r««»- 
sured  her.  'I'lm  narrow  pntli  obliged  them  to 
walk  singly,  and  by  the  time  tliey  liad  fnllownl 
it  half  way  up  the  opposite  bank  of  tlie  ravine, 
the  terrurs  of  Juliet  roUtnied  so  strongly  that  she 
stopped,  and  turning  round  to  her  aunt,  who  ms 
immediately  behind  her,  mid : — "  Will  you  for- 
give me,  if  I  own  that  I  am  frightened  at  what 
I  am  doing?  Let  mo  run  on,  and  »ce  him  for 
one  inomont,  before  you  apiiear." 

'  As  you  vnilf  dear  child— I  will  remain  under 
the  slicltcr  of  the  trees,  till  you  return." 

Juliet  waited  for  no  further  parley,  but  hasten- 
ing her  stejHt,  soon  cUmhed  the  bouik,  pased 
thrtui^h  the  little  wmo<1  on  iLt  Mimmit ;  and  at 
the  diHtance  of  fifty  yanlM,  saw  (he  friend  &he 
expecle<l,  approaching  to  meet  her. 

In  a  few  ivordt,  spoken  a»  distinctly  ns  her 
agitation  would  permit,  she  endvavuurod  to  pro- 


n  the  unrxppcted  meeting  whidi 

But  Jultot  «eemod  doomed   to 

»lculation&,  conjectures,  uid  cipo^ 

ly  uitfoHti<lv(l.      'llie  youth's  only 

•e»  abe  not  come  with  you  ?" 

lotl  (his  m  of  you !"  tuttd  the  iorio- 

""  'linen  you  <lo  not  dtalikv  to  iee 

at  of  mine  'f 

iialike  nothiiiff,  lltat  you  vnxii,  sweet 


.  jrott  towe  my  Either," 
"eye*  that  were  Hxvii  upon  her 
diately  fell. 

I  u Where  w  your  aunt,  JuUct '(" 

MT  girl  felt  lliat  many  who  would  sdiun 

f  ber  father,  mi^ht  wish   to  sec  her 

I  BtiU  she  oould  not  undenbuid  i^> 

Id  her  stran^r  friend  know  of  either? 

no  time,  however,  fur  discnlniifrling  w> 

■  knot,  HO  after  one  ffluncc  of  inoScctiud 

liie  turned  »ilently  uway. 

I   momGiitit   hfuffht  her  ngaiii  to  the 


^ 
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wood,  on  entering  which,  she  Ibund  the  Al; 
seated  »u  a  liiUeu  tree,  and  the  pugu  Htiuidiii|{  i 
n  respectful  distance  upart. 

"  Well,  Juliet — has  lie  wnscnlcd  to  admit  my 
approach  ?" 

Tlib  W88  said  witli  one  of  tl>0Bc  smiles,  whidi, 
though  she  loved  to  sec  them,  Jidiet  could  Dot^ 
luUf  undcrstaDd. 

"  Permit !  aunt: — it  was  not  to  ask  his 
nuBsioQ  that  1  went" 

"  Did  he  appear  to  dtsUke  my  visit  ?' 

*'  Quite  the  contrary." 

"  That  looks  well,  Juliet— Now  them  let 
join  him." 

They  svt  forward  together:  tlic  little  hind  of 
Juliet  pressing  tiie  arm  of  her  compauiou,  iritli 
an  agitation  she  could  not  overcome.  There  «aa 
mystery  in  tiw  meeting,  that  mode  her  tremhl«: 
and  there  was  sorrow,  that  almost  choked  her : — 
for  when  should  they  meet  again  ? 

Half  way  between  the  covert  and  tlto 
where  Juliet  left  him,  they  «w  the  young 
coming  to  meet  them.     11»e  Abbeaa  at 


907 

at  him.  H«  M^ppd  rn^Iy 
in  another  momcDt  bent  hu  knee 
I  kissing  tfac  hnnd  she  FXtended  to 
I  air  of  tlie  deepest  rntpircu 
I'mIU  held  lier  right  hanil,  and  with 
ttl  a[Mm  her  fiice,  eraitinited  to  kneel 
Ale  placed  her  left  upon  bit  shouldtTi 
ig  fornrard,  kimod  hi*  forchi'iu). 

^  Uie   kins  of  paiet,   dvar ton. 

universal  Father  bU.>«s  yt  botli,  my 
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1^  man  rose  ;   the  Abbess  took  fall 

hey  all  proceeded   together  towards 

U,  which  Juliet  had  so  often  occupied 

lerer.    The  hearts  of  all  were  full, 

r  of  them  spoke. 

tfa  the  Abbess  said, — 

^ — ^it  is  vain  to  attempt  canceuling 

tbat  1  have  mnch  to  say  to  this  young 

ill  I  would  wish  to  say  to  Mm  alone. 

I  are  with  us,  my  love,  I  cannot  hope 

n  from   him    the   undivided  attention 

at4  have  to  say  requires  and  deaen-es. 

I  " 


J 
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When  must  you  sail?"  sJie  continued, 
the  youth. 

"  To-morrow,  madam." 

As  he  sai<l  t)ib,  Ids  eye  glanced  towards 
Juliet,  «ith  an  expression  of  douht  and  sadness. 

"  She  shall  bid  yon  farewell,  Hubert — Let  me 
call  you,  Hubert,  sir. — I  know  not  how  to  con- 
vene, without  addressing  my  compamoa  hy 
some  name.     Let  it  be — Hubert — then." 

The  youTif^  man  coloured  highly,  but  bowed 
in  acquie^icence. 

"  Well  then,  Hubert,  to-morrow  morning  u 

snn-rise,  your at  sun-rise  to-morrow,  Juliet 

shall  be  bere  to  bid  you  Rnrewell.  Nay--do 
not  both  look  so  miftenkhie — I  trust  you  hIwII 
meet  ngain,  when  tliut  puiitful  word  shall  no 
lunger  be  nccoMSiu-y.  Now  git,  dear  Jidlel.  Re- 
turn to  the  castiv  with  Morgiutie.  Announce 
that  I  i^hnll  not  »up  in  tlie  hall.  But  1  will  see 
you  agniii,  my  lure,  before  I  sleep." 

It  wouht  be  diiScult  to  dei^cribe  the  eiTcct  of 
tlic  unex|>veti.-d  scene  she  had  witinrs^cd  opoo 
Juliet,  or  to  say  whether  she  were  more  vexed  or 
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{deased. It  was  verj'  clear  tliat  vlic  bad  no 

longer  reaton  to  fear  any  »p|KwitioD  on   the  part 
of  li«r  auiil ;  it  was  cqimlly  so,  that — Hubert 

M  he  waa  to  be  called,  however  much  lie 

Lad  wished  to  avoid  an  Ijitroductiuii  to  her 
&therf  felt  Tery  ditTerenlly  iltM{>OAcd  towurdx  htT 

aunt.     She   >iras  tliiinkful    that   it   was  so 

my  tbaiikfuJ. — But  why  this  mystery?  initst 
it  not  b«  of  A^  tli«y  had  to  speak  ?  Why  might 
tkc  not  listen  to  it?  Occupied  by  tJicso 
thoughts,  she  pursued  her  homcwunl  ]>uth  ia 
lilcncv,  though  bcr  little  oompanioii,  with  his 
wonted  freedoDi,  kept  close  to  her. 

The  poor  child  «]iiidly  mortifird  niid  pttxzlpd 
iiy  the  want  of  conlidt>nce  which  nppearcd  to 
hire  succeeded  the  affectionate  freedom  with 
wKich  he  used  to  be  treated,  followed  bin  mis- 
trtw  to  the  door  of  the  garden,  witlioiit  having 
onoc  attempted  to  break  the  unusual  silence 
by  aungle  word.  Juliet's  heart  smote  her  when, 
M  she  turned  to  close  it,  she  saw  the  change 
■liich  her  manner  Iiad  produectl  on  his  usually 
merry  countenance — his  eyes  were  full  of  tears. 


-vui  iiuw   I  I3UI   vca   yuu    aoi 
noUiing." 

This  little   explanation,   liow 
sufficient  tu  clieer  the  heart  and 
boy,  as  well  as  lo  uDcliain  liia 
Juliet  eDJoiued  silence,  as  they 
building,  by  pointing  to  tbc   0{ 
Ui«  cbnpt'l,  lie  ceated   not  to  po 
prewiun  of  bi«  astonishment  at  t 
jiiAt  witnessed.     He  followed  to 
room,  whiTc  slie  dimnisAcd  bim^ ' 
to  watcli  for  tlic  return  of  ber  a 
diatcly  to  inform  her  of  ib 

Supper  was,  as  usual,  Mmrod  i 
diatcly  after  vospcre.  The  Ab 
her  pbeo;  but  wliat  was  much 
diiiary,  FatJtcr  Laurence  waa  n 
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AfltooBM  Uio  welcome  ngiud  that  it  vnu  orn- 
was  ^rea,  Juliet  r«lurn«d  to  Iter  n>oim,  und 
mtriDed  tliere,  iii  Holittide  and  diirktii'iw,  for 
more  than  an  liour.  ^[or^lt«  <liil  not  brinf^ 
Hk  tiding*)  of  her  atint's  Tetiirot  which  Khe  waa 
so  anxiously  waiting  for,  and  Olive  appeared 
totally  to  hare  forgotten  her.  This  excellent 
perBon  was,  howerer,  employed  exactly  accord- 
ing to  her  miHtrew's  wialie«  an*!  commands; 
which  were  to  do  every  thing  in  her  power  for 
the  pleasure  and  accommodation  of  the  nuna. 
Slif  had,  in  &ct,beenwalkiDg  with  them,  talking 
»iih  them,  and  lulgeldng  about  with  them,  ull 
the  day,  excepting  during  the  time  that  alie  liad 
found  it  encntial  to  llie  comfort  of  some  of  the 
Wk  gruna,  that  she  should  superintend  llieir 
weU-doing  also,  by  flitting  through  the  pas«agea 
■H>croM  tho  kitchen — into  the  buttery — and  out 
tbrough  the  pantry,  seen  and  admired  by  alt 
^tm;  while  she  employed  her  own  in  BKcr- 
ttining  that  every  thing  for  tlieir  entertaicuneiit 
as  it  should  be. 
lu  truth,  bad  it  not  been  for  Olive,  this  en- 


Tliey  were  listened  to  with  the 
attention;  and  no  letpend  which 
cit«,  proved  too  marvellous  for  tl 
catholic  OUre.      Their  viands  w 
that  li)tht,  Hweet,  and  fennful  dei 
ouns  of  o\d,  and  modern  day^  1 
their  ipirits  were  reftmhed   by  ( 
from  the  chuioott  oonier  af  the 
Olive  luul  tM>t  «o  long  minintered  I 
of  \iitt   fiimily  (.-onfiiMor,  without 
way   tliitJier.     Ik>i»d«a  all   tlii«, 
pleaRure  of  listeniiifr,   in   their  I 
chanber^nuuds,    of  any    age, 
Mode  of  that  M>rt  «f  lore  which  ft 
than   01ivx>.     Her   entraiicic   infi 
of  th«  r«cluws  WW  always  Itaili 
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HUDiDOiird  to  take  leave  of  tli«  AI>b<«8  for  tkt 

"llie  Motlier  of  Jesos  be  praised  1"  «x- 
ddmcd  lister  Beatrice,  as  tfac  liiitliful  abigail 
niwed  among  thorn  ;w  won  a»  supper  vta  ended. 
"  Hore  i»  our  dnir  »i^ioru  Olive.  Ood  bleMi 
ber !  If  xhe  lias  not  brou^t  us  the  voiy  tunie 
Hllle  comfortii  kIw  did  last  night  Coni«  now, 
lit  down  liore,  just  close  by  mc.— SiMer  Jo- 
you  are  rude  to  pusb  bo." 
"  Let  us  have  the  rest  of  tliat  beautifbl  his- 
tory you  began  last  night,"  said  sinter  Clara, 
ooaxingly.  "  Dear  me,  sister  Martha,  what  a 
noKe  yoii  do  make  with  that  embroidery  frame 
—never  nuud  tlic  nlks — they  won't  soil,  just 
lytag  on  the  ground  u  little." 

Si&tcT  Martha,  witli  tlie  authority  of  senior- 
4ip,  placed  herself  at  tlu;  little  table,  and  the 
rest  of  the  [vu'ly  willingly  obeyed  tlie  impemtive 
— *■  Sit  down,  sisten<s  "  which  sbe  pronounced  as 
4ic  did  so.  Olive  repealed,  with  little  roriadon, 
the  hospitable  cares  of  the  night  before,  and 
while  thus  employed,  ahe  greatly  added  to  the 


sppearance.     A  i^innit  "mfmcl 
iiig»,  the  greatest  to  a  dpvolco 
off  all  tliat  militew  of  torpid 
tlieir  close  retreat  is  apt  to  g* 
rluc«i,  iiulead  of  it,  the  stirnr 
b  M>    neceasiry   to    the    beal 
the  human  mind.     Erery  nun 
in  think  this,   a   buMneRa  in 
though  it  vna  Olive  wlio  brou; 
waa  the  duty  of  her  auditor*  U  i 
they  did  so,  with  tudi  a  mixture 
piety,  as  cqiiaUy  lUtonLihed  and 
•ecular  frieiMt. 

In  tlie  midst  of  thix  dellxhliul 
converse,  they  were  intcrruptet 
th«  door.  It  WM  anSHTrnl  by 
oi>eHimr  it.  fwind  nnv  of  th<i  i 


TUE  ADBESS. 


\ 


SIS 


Thtf  four  redoMt  vtIV  rrally  good^u-mperod 
vomra;  and  nothinfr  cwil<l  hIiom-  it  (ilatacr  tlian 
llic  manner  in  which  tliey  endured  tbJH  ri<xauoits 
contr^tPiRs.     Not  one  of  tliem  but  bod  ^wn 
iittetanoc  to  Romr  theory,  prophecy,  or  interpre- 
tation of  the  monk's  disuppcanuicc,  which  this 
iitformatton  eompletely  overthrew ;   yet  not  one 
of  them  testified  any  ill-liumour  on  the  occasion ; 
DO  the  contrar)'.  they  turned  llieir  heads  away 
froin  the  door,  upon  the  HUmiwal  of  the  mes- 
■  aenj^r,  with  an  air  of  meelt   reHin^nalion,  and 
■^jriwn  NSter  Beatrice  said — 
M^    "  Well  then — let  ux  have  the  end  of  SEjptora 
'   Olire'd  story." —  tl>ey  all   welcomed   the   pro- 
pon)   by  drawing   doser  round  tbe  table,  and 
purring  forth  a  general — "  Oh  yes  I  do  now !" 
•*  You  shall   have  it,   ladies,"  replied    Olive, 
"to  tbe  very  be«t  of  my  power, — and  you  will 
only  wonder  the  more,  tliat  any  Cbrltlian  priest 
ma  be  found  to  walk  or  ride  through  such  « 
place  after  night-felL" 

"  *Tn  possible,  my  dear   child,"   said  sister 
iolanaa,   "that  the  monks  of  Santa  Croce,  or 
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yonr  own  gooA  Fntlm  Laurence,  may  liare 
plucrtl  a  jar  of  Iioly  water  at  each  cud  of 
wood — thnt,  you  know,  would  emily  oxpluin 
cttcape  of  lather  Dominic." 

Olive  shook  lier  liead.  "  You  don't  know 
ritter  Jolmiina,  or  yoii  would  not  say  that. 
you  tliiiik  llic  evil  one  would  let  a  jar  of  holy 
water  8tan<l  where  it  U  well  known  he  has  got 
penniH«iun  aiid  power  to  go  rampa^^ng  tip  and 
down  from  century  to  century !"  ^^HI 

"  Nay,  and  that  is  true,"  observed  tlio  vcn*- 
mble  MUier  Mnnhii.  "It  u  not  in  such  wild 
places  OS  the  woods  round  here,  tlint  holy  «'ater 
cnuld  nviul;  I  am  not  sure,  «i«trr  Johanna,  if 
you  have  not  «aid  a  sin  in  talking  of  holy  watcf 
beinjr  ttet  in  such  a  place."  ^ 

Sister  Joliajina  looked  grare,  and  employed 
lienclf  for  two  miiiuteA  in  muttering  Homethin^, 
during  which  she  dropped  four  beiuls,  firotn  one 
side  of  her  rosary  to  tlie  other. 

But  tlic  two  minutes  were  not  lost,  for  siatrr 
Clara  whi*pered — ■ 

"  Was  Gio^'anui  rery  handsome,  Mgnomi' 
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**  To  be  sure  he  was,  fusier  CUro,'*  replied  tb« 
kccamie  historiaii, — "  the  inoat  beautiful  young 
geiiUeniaii  that  ever  eyes  lookvd  upon." 

M  What »  |>ity  !"  excbimcd  three  holy  men 
Honoe. 
"And    was   he   nerer  heard   of?"    iDquired 
Jftlianua,  eagerly,  as  she  concluded  her 
iiltie  act  of  {Kuhence. 

"  That  ia  not  quite  cerlain,"  replied  Olive 
•olonnly.  "Some  say  »o — but  others  aver 
(hat  be  b  still  seeu  at  iitt«n'aU,  now  herei  now 
there— MmeUmes  for  a  moment^  and  Honu'timcK 
loag  enough  to  moke  those  nic,  who  look." 

Tbt  tiga  of  the  crow  was  made  by  all  ihv 
liNnwrs. 

«  Aod  the  lady  that  was  seen  willi  lum  ?" — 
aid  hiiKer  l]«atrice  softly. 

Olive  put  ber  fore-finger  upon  her  lips,  and 
looked  M  niter  Martha. 

"  For  the  love  of  the  holy  virgin,  tell  u«  idl 
JW  know  about  her,  OUvc,"  exclaimed  sbter 
Chia.  "  Sirter  Martha  b  very  good-natured, 
Ton  need  not  be  afraid  to  »]>c^." 
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Slill  Olire  appeared  to  hesitate. 

"Speak,  my  cliild,"  Haiti  tlie  old  nun;  **wpnk 
wlint  tlic  record  telld.  If  tiiere  be  evil  in  iti 
pcrc]iuiic«  it  may  serve  to  the  weak  lu  a 
wariiiiiK." 

'rhi»  sanctioned,  Olive  resumed  her  iutrm> 
tive,  in  a  low  voice,  while  the  heads  of  her  four 
lieaiera  almost  met  together,  in  their  auxieiy 
not  to  lo§e  a  word.  ^H 

"  Tlieu  you  must  know,  th&t  what  sevmvd  a 
young  lady was ^"  ^| 

"  Was !   "  squeeked   one   of   tJic   holy 

utters, — "  was  what?" 

'*  Waa — neitlier  more  nor  less,  tliati  tlie  fiendj^li 
spirit  of  the  devil,  seat  l>y  him  on  piiri>o»ir  to 
Hfditee  the  poor  young  knij^hi,  whose  faith  wu 
plcdf^  to  tlie  Lady  Madaline  d'Albano."        ^^ 

t(  Ob— h— h !"  was  ^oaned  forth  by  uU,  and 
agniii  lli4'y  soothed  tlieir  terron  by  the  acl  lliai 
oets  demons  at  defiance. 

*<  And  what  became  of  the  poor  youu^  ImI| 
of  the  castle  ?"  inquired  Clara. 

*'  She  lost  her  wit»,   tinin<.-iltately   after  Ui* 
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iJvinititre   I  told  ymi  of  lant  night:  and  they 

vy,  ibe  made  the  inoat  tin»ccouiitat>le   noiseii, 

lad  Kttd  the  strangest  words!     But   tlie   most 

•^nderfid  part  of  her  madness  was,  that  which  I 

UP  going  (o  tell  you  now.      She  took  it  into 

btr  head  that   the  lilt]e   round   tower,  whieli, 

when  it  is  day-Iiglit  you  may  see  peeping  up 

iwer  the  parapet,  just  at  the  corner  over  the 

umce ;  she  took  it  into  Iier  poor  heiut,  that  this 

litd«  tower  was  her  foilhless   lover;   and  die 

lued  to  walk,  and  walk,  and  walk  up  and  down 

the  l«Trace  tulking  to  it,  and  reproudiing  it  for 

all  itJi  CTHclly  to  her." 

"  Poor  ftoul !"  Kiiid  u^ter  Clara,  wipina^  her  eyes. 

"  How  long  did  she  j^  on  in  tliat  sad  way  ?" 

io^uiml  MJstcr  Beatrice. 

"  For  seren  loog  months — growing  thianer 
and  pairr  all  the  time." 
"  And  then  she  died  T  sobhed  sister  Clam. 
"  Yon  shall  hear.  The  lord  her  Esther,  when 
btfimod  tint  «b«  still  kept  on  lanc)-ing  the  little 
tower  wiM  her  Gtitldew  lover,  and  that  she  grow 
*i>ne  and  worse,  a«  «he  went  on  talking  to  it* 
h'2 
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to  DgTiiiyuinu  II  ill  mmm^^m 
from  her  eyes,  aii<I  so  lie  intulc  « 
up  a  quantity  of  bonixU,  und  litd 
like  a  great  »CT«en,  »o  tliut  tbe  I 
qutt«  entirely  liiildeii." 

"  Poor    laily !"     again    jugliet 
liearted  siittcr  Clara. 

"  Dut  he  had  muck  hetter  hart 
continued  Olive,  "  for  wliat  do 
did?     It  k  quit«  uiuiecountubte 
devcTDCW  of  such  poor   mnd 
wfttcliod  her  opportunity,  when  r 
his  foUuwon  were  out  hunting, 
folks  all  busy,  and  up  she  weni 
garret  in  the  costlo,  and  out  sli 
window,  and  round  she  crept 
till  she  got  close  to  the  screen  I 
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Bent  about  it,  wliidi  drove  her  to  despair,  for 
omam  it  is,  tbst  die  thri^n-  Lenelf  off  Uie  para- 
pal  jiut  in  front  of  it — and  wHeo  my  lord  came 
Ikmdi?,    he    found    her    poor    young    bones    all 
auftbefi  to  pieces  on  the  terrace." 

**  Well,  I  never  did  bear  sucli  a  beautiful  story 
of  tTue  lore  as  that !"  said  sister  Clara: — ■*  But 
do  tell  me,  Olive, — did  they  give  her  Christian 
burial?** 

*'  How  can  you  ask  such  a  question,  sister 
Clara  ?"  said  the  senior  recluse  reproachfully. 

"  For  ft  cvitaioty,  she  was  buried  in  some 
dreodiid  place — probably  in  the  draw-well  of  the 
oHtle — and  doubtloss  she  hut  never  rvftted  from 
(hat  time  to  tbi^." 

"  1  meant  no  liann,  «istor  Martlia,"  Miid  the 
gmtle  Clara,  beginning  to  haodle  her  beads. 

"I  believe  that  sister  Martha  is  right,"  re- 
turned OUve;  "  it  is  pretty  well  koown  tliat  &lie 

never  lias  been  quiet  since,  for but  perhaps. 

I  bad  better  not  tell  that — it  will  make  you  feel 
mcomfortable." 

"  No,  no— go  on." 

La 
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*•  For  the  love  of  all  the  saints,  <lo  not  atop 
there!" 

"  Well  then — if  jrou  will  make  me  speak  out. 
the  truth  is,  that  the  Lady  Madaline  has  never 
ceased  to  haunt  the  room  where  sister  Beatrice 
slei'p>s  to  thU  day, — they  say  it  n~as  the  room 
wherein  the  young  knight  &lept,  wliett  he  catne 
to  woo  her." 

"  I  caii't  lileep  in  it — I  won't  stee])  in  it,"  niil 
the  poor  nun,  turning  dreadfully  ]iale : — **  HMcr 
Martha,  bpeuk  to  the  Abbess  for  me — I  an 
sure  she  won't  make  me  do  it."  ^ 

"  No,  no,  sister  Beutrice,"  repliiit  Olive — 
"  You  need  not  sprak  to  the  Abbess  at  all  about 
It;  1  will  manage  for  you^ — you  vliall  not  sleep 
ill  tlic  room  again,  if  you  don't  like  it — but  I 
thought  no  giiost  could  ever  come  near  nunt 
or  monk*,  or  any  of  tliat  »ort  of  hotr  people." 

"  Vie,  miCT  Bratrice,"  said  the  aged  Martha. 
"  you  ought  to  know  that,  as  well  or  better  than 
Kgnora  Olive." 

"  Then  will  you  cliange  rooms  with  mi 
njglit,  sister  Martha  ?" 
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"  Tlint  would  be  the  wny  to  mconrago  you  in 
Tonr  i(ll<^  f«ani — say  twenty  cix'tlo'a  urcr  and 
ibove  lb«  rule,  sister  Beatrice,  and  you  Deed  fear 
nothing." 

Notwitk<;(andiiig  these  conaolntory  iulmui)tttoit«, 
Olive  perceiveil  tliat  sister  Heatrtc-c  looked  ill  at 
ease,  and  she  whispered  in  her  oar,  tliat  (the 
would  lH>r«clf  nrraiig^o  a  little  l>c^  for  her  in  a 
doDet  inside  her  own  room. 

This  promise  being  received  with  thanks  and 
benedictions,  Oliveliastcned  tod«wr^*e  tJiero,  by 
preparing  the  little  upartmcitt  with  nsmiich  eere- 
DMny  iM  (In;  time  would  permit.  In  order  to 
find  some  iLrticle  which  shv  thought  woidd  uild 
either  to  the  embellishmont  or  comfort  of  the 
room,  she  hiwl  occasion  to  pa.'Ot  tlie  door  of  that 
iti  which  Father  Lanrenc*.'  wn«  holding  bin 
Mcret  cntisulUition  with  the  monk  Dominie, 
'riie  car  of  a  chunthcnnaid  it>  gotierally  thirsty 
fiir  information  of  everj*  kind.  Olive  was  by  no 
meanit  an  exception  to  thl.i  rule:  and  though 
the  Iiad  treated  the  nialter  lightly  in  speaking 
'  to  her  mifitreas,  she  lia<l  her  full  share  of  curiosity 
1.4 


324 


THE  ABBESS. 


rcspectinf^  ttie  Radden  biiairK-tts  wtiicb  had 
^ioiunI  u  <)evpatc)i  to  be  t^nl  to  Satiu  Crocv 
the  gravfi  aii<l  tacituni   Father  Dominic, 
cordiiigly.  with  Uie  Ucciiw;  which  ladies 
professioD  in  every  country  hold  to  be  lawful,  i 
applied  luT  car  to  tbe  huge  key-hole,  and 
sently  beard  enough  to  ixaCkc  her  very  sure 
being  listened  to  with  sufficient  atlcntioii 
next  Rhe  condescended  to  conrey  her  gtcantii 
of  infornuitton  to  ber  young  mistrcM.     It  will  be* 
necessary,   however,  before  rcciling  the  words 
whidt  Signora  Oiive   found  so   interesting,  to 
give  some  account  of  wliat  had  preceded 
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TiM  Um,  nrvng*  i«  COM*  ta  Je^D  iritb  him, 


FaWKb  Laurence  bad  redreil  from  tlu>  duipcl 

H  lit  mrn  study  (as  he  called  it)  dcU-nniaed, 

■  panaoce  of  the  resolution  he  had  taken,  not 

t»  bold  any  farther  oonuauDicalion  with   the 

C«iiiit,  till  be  had  conversed  with   the   monk 

Ownk^  oa  the  asbject  of  the  miraculous  visi- 

Wiao. 

The  delayed  arrival  of  bis  counMllor  Really 

I  moycd  the  boty  Jather.     It  doomed  him  to  the 

nwhiTaoce  of  bis  own  compBtiy,  uncheered  either 

by  iIk  converaaiioa  of  tlio  grave  and  puoctilioiH 

I  priHM,  who  had  acconpaaicd  the  Abbess,  or  by 
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ihv  ciuiet  conwUtioii  of  a  tioUtsry  cup  of  wine; 
for  lie    <leeraed    ic   absolutely    tieccssar}- 
fatlicr   Dominic  should  find   faim  alone, 
equally  so,  that  no  unclericul  appurtenance  sboi 
meet   bis  eye.     At  Ica^fa,  fais  puUencc 
completely  exhausted,  he  rose  to  leave  Uic 
but  at  the  moment  he  opened  the  door,  Ui 
to  run  away  from  liimself,  Father  Dominic 
peared. 

"  1  am  thankful  to  see  you,  brother,"  said 
confessor  of  the  castle,   "for  1  greatly 
tome  mischance  had  be^en  you  by  the  way, 

Tbis  friendly  greeting  was  answered  in 
suitable  maimer,  and  the  two  monks  seated  thi 
•^vva  at  tlie  opposite  side*  of  a  small  tab! 
which  stood  in  the  middle  of  the  room. 

But    before    they  enter  upon   the   biian< 
wliich  occasioned  their  meeting,  it  may  no< 
ainiiw  to  give  tho  rwiiler  a  slight  sketch  of 
new  guetit. 

In  appearance,  he  wa«  Ivan,  Mallow,  stiff, 
repulsive;  in  this,  su  in  all  tliin^ipt,  a  perfect  co 
tnst  to   the  vrell-fed  confessor  of  the   caBtd 
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i\  bhn.  Mnsfo  b  come  to  Join  with  him, 
And  voric  coofutiaii  ««i  hi*  mcmlM. 

SnMtFKtMC. 


ftTH£B  Laureuoc  hud  retired  frvm  the  cluifcl 

u  Hi  own  study  (as  lie  called  it)  deteriniR«d, 

u  ponuance  of  the  ruwiutioii  lie  l>ad  ukcii,  uot 

I"  liold  any  fartLcr  communicutioii    wjtli    tlie 

(Wnt,  tiU  he  had  convened  wiUi   the   mwik 

IWinie,  on  (lie  subject  of  the  miraculous  vitii- 

UioD. 

The  delayed  arrival  of  Iiu  counsellor  ^eatly 

•"inojed  tJie  lioly  fother.     It  doomed  Uim  to  llie 

•ndunnce  of  his  own  coiD|ianyi  unclut-red  eitlier 

'>/  the  conversation  of  the  grave  aiid  punctilious 

plMtt,  who  hud  accompanied  the  Abbess,  or  by 
l5 


famcr  uwuimn;  biiwi»i«  ——  — 
equally  so.  iliut  no  miclerical  apjiurt 
meet  lib  eye.  At  length,  liis  p 
completely  exlmusted,  lie  rose  to  U 
but  M  the  inonH-rit  be  opem-il  the 
to  run  away  from  liinwelf,  I'ailier 
peored. 

"  1  iLin  tbankful  to  see  you,  bro 

confewor  of  tbe  castle,   "  for  I  | 

wme  mischance  had  bcfiOleii  yon 

This  friendly  greeting  vow  t 

suitable  miuiutr,  and  Uie  two  moul 

selves  at  the  «i»po«le  side*  of 

which  stood  in  the  middle  of  the 

But    before    they  enter  «poi 

which  occasioned  th«ir  meeting, 

uniss  to  give  die  rewler  ■  sHgl 

new  guest 
—     -    i_  n..>uai>aiuw>-  tu!  was  )eail>-8 
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'Hit  Inrtli,  parrntn^,  and  «dticntion  of  Father 

Unrence   were   knuvn   U>  every  cliilil   in  th« 

atighbourlicKKl :  but  no  nuui  was  over  lieart)   to 

taU  whence  Fatber  Dominic  «tme,  wluit  was  liui 

Untigp,  ttT  hn  cnrly  liLttor}'.     In  liia  convent 

it  bad  tU?   reputation    of  ^rrat   am]   unusual 

Inmin^p  but  bow  be  acqnirmj  tliM,  it  would 

ht  difficult  to  flay,  as  be  bad  never  given  to 

tlw  world  any  written  proof  of  tt,  an<l  it  vm 

tuw  many  years  since  be  had  been  known  to 

ImM  long  oOTirrrse  with  any  one.     lie  eumo  to 

the  conrect  of  Simta  Crooc  in  die  year  iHAO,  ia 

oompnny  with  a  monk  of  cite  luune  of  Isidore ; 

a  man  »oinvwluil   younger   tliaii   liini««!f>   and 

bkowi)  to  be  of  obwiirc  origin,  but   wbo  was 

wflconicd  by  every  member  of  tlie  weaitliy  com- 

nuniiy  of  Santa  Crooe,  in  consequence  of  bia 

Mug    distingimhed   liiinself  tbrougboul   tlie 

•liole  Christian  world,  by  having  put  fortli  some 

Deati«es  of  uncommon  power,  against  llie  lie- 

'i^ted  dtwtriiie^  of  Lulber. 

Tlie  tame  he  had   tbtts  iicquirad,   not   only 
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aware,  for  he  had  profited  by  it,  on  more 
sions  tlian  oiu>. 

Katlier  I^iurence,  titocgh  not  considered 
any  of  hi>i  acq iiaiii timet!  (<-xce{>t,  perhaps,  Oli 
aa  one  of  tlie  tJiiiiiiig  lights  of  the  world, 
yet  a  pretty  acute  &culty  of  ducerning  d 
meter. 

He  knew  that  incomprchenKiblo  theol< 
mystic  visitalionH  of  the  fi))irit,  and  the  poarin^ 
out,  not  vinU,  but  mngiiuniK  of  n-rntli  agiuiKt 
«-very  pprfton  siuMpcctei),  in  Un-  rcinot<-«t  degree, 
of  kaiiiiig  to  the  pestileiiti;il  hcroov  of  Luther, 
were  the  hobby-boneji  of  him  holy  friend,  Fadu 
Dominic,  and  he  felt  certain,  that  bo8ide« 
convenience  he  ant)ci])ated  to  himself,  be  could 
in  no  way  please  his  friend  better,  than  by 
sending  for  him  to  the  rastlc,  at  a  titDO  when 
such  awfiil  and  mysterious  circumMancvs  bad 
occurred. 

Father  Laurence  wm  quite  right  in  thia 
position,  even  more  so,  indeed,  than  he 
Itimself  aware  of. 

The  table  at  which  the  monks  placcil 
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lMnMC(IBKCaBinienc«  her  noridRtc  at  San^ 
(MefM*^  of  which  murcnt  he  wus,  by  hi* 
new  office,  to  lie  r»itor. 

TW  convent  of  Stmt'  Cutlivriiia'a  wu  at  only 
iwn  milfs'  (Li&Buicc  from  Aiicuiia,  aiiil  tu  the 
Cennt's  livaltJi  was  too  iiifinii  to  [wnntt  liU  leav- 
ing Ikmoc,  tlie  uew  abbot  was  her  protector  on 
ibf  JMimcy, 

Uls  frk-nd,  iatli^r  Dominic,  remained  at  Santa 
Croee,  and  wa§  never  known  to  form  any  inti- 
Biacy  afterwards,  uideiis  iliat  migltt  be  called 
fudi,  which  induced  bim  occwiunally  U  boM 
friendly  convene  with  Ute  pnatunt  oMifcttor  at 
tlic  caetlc. 

^^  hat  tlie  motive  wia,  wluch  lc<I  Domiiitc  to 
tUt  intercourse,  it  might  be  difficult  to  decide — 
ibat  of  Fatlter  Laurence  was  easy  enough  to 
dime.  Father  Dominic  was  one  of  the  moHt 
Krere  diAdpIinarians  of  the  communitvi  and 
tbe  appeanuico  of  a  marc  than  common  fami- 
liuity  of  iiitcrcounw  with  Riich  u  inuii,  liad  a 
nry  italutar}'  influence  on  tlic  reputation  of  our 
good-hearted  ftiend.     Of  tliis  he  was  perfectly 


ungle  liae  of  it,   was,   nererUielceB,    perfectly' 
prepared  to  speak  on  tlic  subject.  ■ 

*'  I  really  tliink  so,"  he  n.i>liv4l,  roturoing  tha^ 
inquiring  look  of  Dominic,  with  tlie  open,  weil- 
pleasod  air  of  a  moHeitt  man,  delighted  to  6nd 
the  opinion  be  hud  ventured  to  fonn,  confirmn} 
by  high  authority.  |H 

»  I  really  think  so.     The  Abbot  of  St.  Andrea 
has  lon^  been  consideriMl   by   mc  lu  the  firM 
living  apostlv ;  mid  yet  tlm  porfonnaiioc  cxoe«dis 
even  what  I  expected  from  him."  ■■ 

This  WW  .tpoken  witli  »o  much  unction,  thu 
Father  Laurence,  aa  lie  listened  to  the  well- 
modulated  cadence  of  his  own  voice,  triumphi^l 
invnurdly  at  the  perfection  of  his  hypocriiy. 
He  MW  not  die  Little  quiet  tnnilc,  thiU  twisted, ' 
least  in  llic  world,  the  thin  dry  Up>i  of  Domit 

"  But  we  must  not,"  continued  Father  Late ' 
rence,  "  at  this  moment,  indulge  in  such  discus- 
sions ;  I  have  mutter  of  much  import  to  commw-j 
nicate." 

Dominic  fixed  hb  eyes  silently  upon 
and  he  continued. 
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"  Of  couiw   yoD  know  that   th«  far-fiunod 
Abbew  of  Suit'  Catlierina's  ia  here  f" 

Th«  olLer  bovf ed  an  afBnnative. 

Father  LiiunMice  hardly  knew  how  to  befpo 
bit  raarrellous  history. 

"  You  hare  never,  brother,  beard  aught  nf 
thh  holy  lady,  that  could  in  any  w»y  impugn 
hw  aonctitj'? — her  orthodoxy? — in  Bhoit,  her 
devotion  to  the  Catholic  fiiilh  ?" 

The  unud  expression  of  Dominic's  counte- 
LjRnce  was  that  of  a  dry,  cold  severity:  in  con- 
vening with  Father  Lauren  00,  it  twme  times 
relaxed  into  a  tmecr ;  but,  on  the  present  occa- 
•on,  his  nuuiner  was  that  of  a  pcnon,  alisurbed 
in  mmc  busuins,  foreign  to  the  moment,  and  it 
"M  with  effort  (bat  he  ha<l  Ap]>eared  to  listen 
I  'heti  hifl  companion  l>cgan  to  8)>eak.  Btit  tlic 
Dtoment  be  heanl  tlin  question,  his  attitude, 
idiicb  wa«  ratlier  one  of  meditation  than  of 
listening,  xutUlculy  betokened  tJie  most  eager 
uteiiOMi  wtd  curiwflity ;  liis  half-closed  eyes 
opened  n-i<lely,  and  fixed  tlieni&elvea  on  the 
counteiumce  of  Father  I^urence,  who,  gratiBed 
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Mul  4?ncOiirag;orl  by  Uio  intfrast  which  htr  saw  he 
had  cxcitH,  by  what  he  frarml  might  bo  treated 
ax  a  very  silly  business,  tul<1ed,  with  increwwd 
dignity  of  niniiiier  iidcI  solfmnity  of  tone — 

*'  Have  yuu  ever,  brotlivr  J^omiitip,  heard  any 
thing  like  this  ?" 

"  Do  not  pause  in  your  talc,  to  qucMton  nr, 
brother — proceed — nnd,  m  you  raluc  your  ml- 
vatioii,  hide  iiotluiig  that  hut  come  to  your 
knowledge."  ^d 

"  It  was  for  the  especial  piirpoM  of  telling 
yoti  every  thing,  my  reverend  brother,  that  I 
sent  for  you — liuviiig  done  *o,  must  be  a 
BufEcient  guanuitco  tliat  I  can  wish  to  conc«sJ 
notJiing." 

"  You  say  well — you  have  done  your  duly. 
Shrink  nol  from  tlie  ^lle«t  a^-owal  of  all  you 
know,  of  all  you  suspect — and  your  laithfiil 
eounge  shall  be  heard  of,  where  it  shall  win  you 
honour  in  thb  life — and  eU'rnal  glory  in  tlir  life 
to  come." 

As   Dominic   uttered   these   words,   be  r 
fnmi  his  cliair,  and  grobped  the  arm  of  bis  com 


paninn  wtUi  oudi  cnei^-,  that  tlu»  (ttanlM 
KatWr  Ijiur«nce  t>«gan  to  fvar  lie  was  uim-it< 
tiiigly  eiiga^iiiT  tii  a  matter  of  grratcr  import* 

IKoee  lliaii  hv  li.'ul  uiiy  iiK'liiuition  to  incddlv 
with.  But  it  W11S  loo  late  to  recede. 
Domtiiic  drew  forlli  lus  ublpts.  Thts  of  itsvLf 
u  an  appalliDg  ccremotiy  to  a  good-hcitrtcd  maiu 
who  b  about  to  talk  of  heresy;  and  Fnther 
■  Laurence  took  a  moment  to  consider,  widi  how 
fittt«  it  might  be  pumible  to  satisfy  tbe  ravening 

ilc^  of  his  ortliodox  brother;  but  Dominic 
termed  to  n-ud  he*  ])iirpoec  -,  for,  will)  an  ncci'iit 
of  scrcrily  that  nuule  liim  tremble,  and  at  onc« 
tonicd  idl  his  good* heart •.■dnewn  inwards,  lie 
nU— 

'*  This  btuiiness,  boly  brother,  is,  perhaps,  of 
higher  im|>ortance  than  yoti  are  aware.  It  is 
laposfiibtc — and  perfectly  ncedlem, '  to  inform 
you  of  all  the  circuin»tannes  which  miike  it  no- 
il will  be  sufficient  for  you  to  know,  tliat  (h« 
diurcb  has  already  fixed  an  eye  of  suspicion  on 
tUs  ipecioua  woman — and  if  there  he  ii  crime  at 
lU«  day,  ibat  ttie  holy  ofEce  would  vUil  more 
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severely  than  all  oUiers — it  b  tliat  of  eoticmlinj;, 
or  sofieniii^,  in  die  very  least  decree,  any  clr> 
ciim.stjuice'H  known  concerning  lier." 

Tliia   was    sufficient ; — and    vritlioat    fimber 
scruple  Fatlier  Laurence  proceeded. 

"  You  have,  [irobahly,  never  heard,  brother, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  my  pious,  and  truly 
catholic  patron,  to  devote  litj  only  daughter,  the    , 
I.a«ly  Juliet  d'Albaiio,  to  tlte  cloister?"  ^| 

**  1  think  I    have   heard   Midi   an   intention 
hinted  at."  -^^H 

"  He  had  determined,  by  my  adx-ioe^  not  to 
nnnounctf  tliut  intention  to  the  younf^  lady  till 
the  arrival  of  her  aunt,  tl»e  Abbess  of  Sant' 
Catlieriiia'%  in  whose  convent  she  was  to 
the  veil." 

*•  And  wherefore  litis  concealment,  brother  i" 

**  To  prevent  the  opposition,  and   struggle, 
which  so  often  take  place,  wjieii  a  poor,  weal^H 
worldly,  yom^  girl  U  first  informed,  that  she  Ii 
intended  for  the  cloister." 

Fatlier  Dominic  knit  his  brawn. 

'*  Such  timid  ajirinkinf;  from  the  truth 
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_  mr  preparation,  on  tlic  piart  of  ; 
pcniceot,  broiLcr." 

"  I  have  done  toy  duty  l>y  hvr,  brotber 
Dominic,  but  I  will  uot  doity  tbat  she  b  a  sdiT- 
ii«cked  girl — uid  no  great  wonder.     Her  ma- 

tmal  gnuidmotbcr but,  doubtless,  yoo  know 

ikM  dreadful  stor}-. — My  noble  patron  bus 
ldboax«d  too  unrcinitlingly  to  atone  fur  the  vin 
«r  lib  &tl»er,  for  any  one  to  be  ifrjioranl  of  its 
hanng  been  committed." 

A  dark  aiid  fngblful  expression  gleamed  from 
the  eyes  of  Dominic. 

"  Speak  »ot  of  tliat — tell  me  of  lisr  dui^ter 
-of  tliis  Abbe»." 

**  It  is,  indeed,  of  her  that  I  would  speak. 
Vhca  the  Count  announced  to  her  his  intention 
n«pMting  the  dedication  of  liis  daughter,  inateail 
tif  receiviik^  it,  as  he  natumlly  expected  she 
mnild,  witb  joy  and  gladness,  my  Lady  Abbc«s 
lectured  biin  upon  the  cruelty  of  bis  iutendon — 
lite  cren  wept,  ns  she  spoke  of  the  manifold 
L  privations  of  the  cloister !" 
1        "  But  you  beard  hei  not?"  suddenly  inter- 
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rupt«<l  Dominic. — "  llierc  w«  no  wiui«»  I 
hcrbmtber?" 

"  Noiio,  holv  1>rot}ter,  ba  to  tbu;  bat  be 
not  be  reluctant  to  ntate  iu" 

"  What !  ^ainsl  tlib  glory  of  liU  hoiu 
This  proud  woman,  whose  name  lie  baa  nw 
to  ring  in  our  ears,  as  if  she  were  the  oi 
Catholic  Abbess  iu  tlie  land — he  witness  ag^ 
her?— Never  r 

"  Be  patient,  brother  Dominic,  till  you 
heard  what  1  have  further  to  tell — perchan 
you  may  change  your  mind.  Tl»e  Cow 
remonstrated  like  a  pious  nobleman,  and  o 
whose  confessor " 

**  Enough  of  that,  brother. — What  »aid  1 
Count?"  A 

"  He  Mud,  brother  Dominic,  tliat  be  iind* 
stood  not,  bow  a  Catholic  Abbess  could  h< 
such  <loctriiie— on  wluch  she  burst  upon  hi 
like  one  possessed,  drore  Oie  good  Count  fiv 
her  presence,  as  if  lie  had  been  her  slave ;  ai 
then — refused  to  see  me — refused  to  speak 
nu) — refused  to  Kpcak  to  me,  btodivr  Dw 
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"Andbtltuoll?" 

"  It  is  but  the  prefcw,  brother.  My  patron 
kh  her  astoDuheil — horror-stnid: — coiifouncletl. 
And  during  the  Bgony  of  mind  whicli  fuiUwed, 

he   thinks that   is,   it    has   been   borne   in 

upoo  hia  mind,  tliut  a  miracubus  voice  uttered 
in  his  ear, — '  Airuse  fur  o/kerrty.' " 

"  Will  be  obey  it?"  inquired  the  Monk 
Dominic,  with  a  degree  of  eagerness  that  luiidly 
Irtt  him  bn-uth  for  llie  (|uesdon.  "  Say,  docs  ho 
neon  to  do  bo  ?" 

"  III  lliat,"  replied  Father  Laurence,  with  an 
lir  of  much  dignity,  '*  in  that,  he  will  be  alto* 
pdier  guided  by  me." 

Sone  phtase  of  violence  seemed  hurstiii]^ 
bom  the  lips  of  Dominic,  but  he  instantly 
diitked  it,  and  said,  with  even  more  than  his 
uniil  quietiieta  of  manner,  and  laying  bis  bund 
KOitly  on  tlie  sleeve  of  Father  Laurenci^— 

*  Brother — iJiere  is  an  awful  responsibility 
*>MimI  to  the  advice  you  may  give  at  this 
'tuh — and  any  foiling  away  in  r.eal  might  be 
"Bled  upon  you,  in  a  manner,  tlie  bare  idea  of 
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wUch  makes  me  treinbl«  for  you,  my  old  and 
valued  friend." 

Father  Laurence  turned  pale. 

"  What  is  the  advice  you  have  given  7" 

The  confessor  hastened  to  declare  that  it  «« 
the  fervent  zeal  which  he  felt  ever  burning  at 
his  heart,  that  had  induced  him  to  seek  the 
assistance  of  his  cn%ht«ned  friend — 

"  Is  it  not  said,"  he  continued,  *'  that  Id  the 
multitude  of  counselluni  there  is  wudom,  bro- 
ther i* — Truly,  it  ia  nii  awful  crisis?  Kyri 
eleison !" 

While  Father  Laurence  crossed  himself,  umI 
cast  his  eyes  to  hoavcii,  Dominic  rose  from  his 
cliair,  and  paced  the  apartment.  Ilia  cocDpa- 
nioit  rose  too,  and  waited  in  some  anxiety 
what  WHS  tu  follow, 

*'  Brother  Luurcnce,"  sud  Dominic,  stopping 
tuddeuly,  and  taking  bis  arm,  *'  you  are  a  good 
and  pious  Catholic — aiui,  as  1  have  said,  yoar 
name  ftluill  be  heard  where  honour  fulluws  good 
report — but  there  is  in  this  business  sometlujig, 
whicbi  as  it  seems  to  me,  requires  the  interfot-, 
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met  of  tluwe  wlio  can  have  no  feelings,  eitlier 
of  punioJity,  afTectiont  or  dislike,  for  any  of  tlie 
|wttc*  ounecnied.     The  rasponsibUity  will  be 
kary,  fearftiUy  heavy.    You  know  not,  you  can- 
WM  ^c«s  what  (hli  involves.     I  have  reason  for 
tliinkjn|i;,  that  I  could  interfere  in  il,  witli  1cm 
duger  than  yoa  could. — Shall  I  see  t)ie  Count  ?" 
•*  Awturedly,   my  brother — niy   first   wixh  id, 
llni  he  should  bare  the  benefit  of  your  inva- 
luable advice." 
"  Is  it  t4M  late  to  see  him  to-night  ?" 
"  1  tbink  he  will  expect  it — but  foi^et  not 
that  I  have  totd  ymi  lie  has  been  visited  by  a 
miracle. — I-ct  its  seek  him  togetlier." 

"  Fdthef  I-iurence,"  said  Dominic  solemnly* 
"  I  must  wee  the  Count  alone." 

"  Surely,  brother — except  myself,  none  sliall 
beprcfient," 

**  Father  Laurence,  I  mtut  see  the  Count  en- 
tirely alat>e — tiot  even  you  mtut  be  with  him." 

"That  is  Bomevhat  Strang,  brother — I  have 
heen  his  confessor  tliose  twenty  years,  and  miM 
I  be  excluded  from  a  businesa  such  a»  thi«?" 
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'So  it  must  be— or   I   l«n-e  the  bti 
wholly  in  your  hamls — ilerklv  for  yotiraelf. 
know  wimt  I  am  about  when  I  <le«ir«  to  svc  I 
alone — take  care  wliat  you  do,  when  you  rcAae, 

h." 

Fiitlicr  I^iirenm  did  not  lovp  power  tor  h 
own  soke;  he  Tulued  that,  and  ercn'  thin^  ^l"^] 
only  ill  proportion  »»  it  iiicmi.'M'd  his  fkdlit 
of  ubt^uning  hit  persomil  comfort*  Hnd  pujnj>-| 
DipntM.  .-V«sitniing,  however,  u  merit  from* 
acquioKnnce,  w)iich  in  tnilii  did  not  b^lot^t 
it.  he  endeavoured  to  persuade  his  friend  that  to 
him,  and  hiin  only,  he  n>uh)  ha^T  been  induced 
to  yield  u  prii-ili^^  «o  dear.—"  But  I  can  refuse 
to  do  nothing  that  you  advise,  brotlier  Donintc 
Shall  I  acquaint  the  Count  of  your  wish  to  see  j 
him  alone  ?" 

"  No ; — lead  mc  to  him,  and  then  leave  os.'^ 
"  I   will  do  so :  but  tell  m«  one  tiling  he-' 
fore  we  go. — Is  it  your  intention  to  dissuade 
the  Count  from  sending  Lady  Juliet  to  Sunt* 
Catlieriiia's  ?" 

I  understand  not  your  motiTe  for  the  qae»- 
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lioD,  brotli«r; — aasurefUy  I  shall  never  give  ndvifle 
tbi  migbt  prevent  suy  maiden  from  becoming 
a  blessed  bjwusg  of  ClirmU  There  are  oUkt 
ooavmtH  besides  Sant'  CathrrinaV" 

It  was  exncUy  at  the  moment  when  Father 
l^utence  a.tked  this  question  ooncemiuj^  Lady 
Juliet,  that  Oliwe  applied  her  ear  to  the  key-hole. 
8he  distinctly  heard  both  the  question  and 
■  answer,  and  perceiving  tluit  the  stcpa  of  the  holy 
intri)  approached  the  door,  she  darted  from  it, 
and  eflcaped  unseen  into  a  iieighhouring  apart- 

As  itoon  as  the  two  monks  were  felrly  out  of 

■ifrbit  Oli^'c  ha&tened  to  her  mistress,  and  found 
brrjiut  retiirued  from  an  interview  with  her  aunt. 
MoTgante  had  waited,  according  to  the  onlent  of 
Joliet,  at  the  door  of  die  Abbesn's  room,  tJutt  he 
ni^t  bring  her  notice,  m  Hoon  a»  »be  entered 
il,  and  iiy  hhn  .ihe  had  »cntamewag«,  requesting 
ibe  company  of  her  nleoe.  Juliet  promptly 
abeyed,  but  was  more  curktus  to  Icani  all  tlial 
lud  piWKd,  than  bohl  to  euk  it;  and  her  aunt, 
tlMMigli  ibc  reocifcd  her  with  ho  much  quirt 
m2 
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(ilieerfiiliiPSA,  na  to  romore  every  fear  tliat  the  h 
pwssioti  made  l>y  ln-'r  unknown  friend  woa 
fnvounible,  yet  seemed  iiot  to  have  any  inientie 
of  rvpeutiiig  the  purttculitnt  of  what  had  patted. 
In  answer,  how«vi'r,  rather  to  the  mxluus  look 
nf  Juliet  Uiaii  to  niiy  qtivstions  sbv  luskpd,  the 
Abbess  «iud,  tliRt,  notwithstuidiiig  difficult 
danger,  aD<l  diittaiiec  must  divide  them  for^ 
time,  flhe  ardently  desired  their  union,  and 
fideutly  hoped  to  iitH>  it  accomplished. 

II»d  Juliet  been  retiMiiiiible,  this  must 
contented  her;   and   so  it  notihl,  but  for 
troublesome  inheritance,  which  »lic  shared 
all    the   fenmie   desceiulanf*    of   our    cor 
motlier.     \VIicn  Kve  beqweathed  knowlt-ilgc 
man,  she  bequeathed  curio^ty  to  woman.     Wit 
out   thb    atimulunt,    our  weaker   mind« 
perhaps  liave  found  no   interest  in  the  migb^ 
questions  which  occupy   thv  uitcUccts   of 
rulers,  whether  civil,  mililary,  political,  or  6a^ 
mestic,  and  the  union  between  us  would  hare 
been  le-«  perfect    So  all  is  for  the  best     Xerep- 
thrleost  JuUct  oow  suffered  severely  from  he 
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pwtHn  of  die  conunoQ  blewing.     It  U  probable 
ibM  iLe  Abb«SK  divine*!  idl  tiia,  but  some  motive, 
Uroi^r  even  tliiut  her  wisb  to  please   Juliet. 
laOTiuiied  Iter  from  being  more  «xpliciu 

After  prouotmciiig  tJie  conralator)'  DsKuran(.-t! 
abere-moiitiMiteil,  slie  changed  tlie  subject,  by  h- 
Ining  Utitt  after  slic  bad  parted  {n>m  tlieir  young 
fiimd  01  Uie  tree  (for,  fearing  bis  being  §eeii.  idie 
had  di-vlincd  hi*i  aUendaiice  on  tier  r«1um  to  the 
(Mlk')  he  liad  run  after  her  to  give  her  an  eni- 
broidervd  glove,  wliich  from  the  silks  being  of 
bitdc  and  grey,  he  thought  roust  belong  to  one 
of  Iter  eodeHcasdcul  attendantti — be  haul  found  it 
OR  entering  tlie  wood,  close  beside  which  they 
had  sat ;  she  ad(le<L,  that  she  bad  ^ven  it  to 
Moi^aut^,  who  might  do  die  owner  a  gnicv  by 
mtoring  it. 

The  Abbess  then  dismissed  her  with  un  in- 
jancdon,  not  very  necessary,  to  remember  tlmt, 
at  break  of  day  on  the  morrow,  Morgantc  wm 
to  attend  her  to  the  dieMnut  uee. 

When   Olive   entered,    Lady    Juliet    was  ko 

eanie«tJy   occupied    in   endeavouring   to  guess 
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need  not  liwk  m  terrified  at  the 
ain  conic  oit  piiqwu  to  help  you 
Uiat   you   hare  ^>t    inU>.      I    I 
nutter  im  to  who  told  ntc — iluit  y 
AOtne  difBcultiM  as  to  t»king  yo 
ofhertiutis;  it  U  eillier  h^c»u«r  » 
don't  like  It — or  bocaufte  you  are  a> 
Now  I  linirejiM  found  out— mid 
in  no  matter  neither, — tlmt  if  ahe  < 
■oine  other  convent  tnuit :  lo  I  n 
to  nuikc  up  your  mind  nt  once. 
liiul  rather  go  willi  this  fine  aunt,  i 
mighty  fond  of,  tliaiii  l>e  »  nun  an; 
"  Are  you  quite  Bure  of  what  yo 
"  I  lun,  Signora :  but  let  no  one 
know  that  1  tokl  V""  " 
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&£oB  lo  Uie  nuns,  uid  Juliet  found  her 
niiing,  vritli  M<>Tgnntc  Mandiug  besidi'  h<rr,  as 
if  trailing  for  liOT  irtUT. 

"  Muy  1  iiitrrrupt  )'ou  for  a  momMit,  my 
drarnt  aunt  ?  1  luve  ju»l  lesrnt  sometUiiig  tlm 
I  mwt  u-ll  you." 

"  Wait  an  instant,  Juliet,  ami  1  idiall  liiive 
p,rtn  Morgaiit«  Ids  ott^sa^.  We  sliall  tlien 
be  alone." 

"  I  fear  not  to  speak  before  Morgante,  and, 
peihapo,"  ^ncing  ber  eye  at  tbe  letter,  "  per- 
h^n  wbat  I  have  to  «ay  may  affect  what  you 
We  to  write." 

"  Speak,  then,  my  We." 

Juliet  repeated  tlie  alarming  commmiicatiun 
nf  Olive.  Tlic  Abbess  reflected  for  a  moment, 
uid  then  rtiid — 

"  Your  waitliig-womaii  lias  done  xvt  good 
ttnleei  Juliet.  I  thouglit  that  my  power  here 
<nn  suffieient  to  prevent  tlii».  I  must  change 
<Dy  plan;  you  miut,  in<le«d,  go  with  me  to 
Ancona,  my  dear  cItiUl, — I  eannot  leave  you 
bere.     Will    you   coiweiit,   Juliet,  to  enter  on 
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lliat  and  on  every  otlior  subjet't, 
ii*  'I't-iircly  iis  ail  iiif:irit  triL-t>  Ut  I 
bears  it  iii  her  arms." 


CHA11ER  XV. 


'•■liilaenMrc  qiu  louaca  roiu^  nc  nurthmt  Uii*iil« 
"'"tt  qiu  poor  line   fin  eoaimiMM  qu'3   m'cit   inpowiblc 

J.  J.  BocHtAO.        * 


vK  tha  following  momEng,  Juliet  and  her  ]Hi|{e 
"•psired,  at  the  appointed  hour,  to  the  appoiiitcil 
PW.  Tl»e  lovers  met — once  mtnv  excJiangwl 
^n  of  eiKluriiig  low,  and  [larted.  Hnd  iiiiy 
™iig  occurred  in  tbiit  tender  interview,  which 
Md  anitit  the  progrem  of  our  story,  it  should  W 
"mated ;  hut  this  was  not  the  case.  The  young 
"■vi  wm  ns  eilcnt  on  all  that  had  pnMcd  the 
nreniiig  before,  us  the  Abbess  had  hecn ;  but 
"^t«  was  a  fervour  and  confidence  of  hope  in 
"U  be  inid  respecting  the  future,  which,  for  the 
m5 


moment,  cfft-cttinlly  drove  wixicty  fur  the  pre- 
sent from  thi-  mcmwr)'  «f  Iwtli.    ITiey  8{>okir  buf 
of  tlictr  future  union,  aiiH  "In^x^  the  gulph 
between."     Morgante,  w)i«n  h»  mixtrcffi  tume 
to  depart,  presented  the  Abbess'ii  pscket  to  il«  | 
youiifT  man. 

Juliet,  lift  whe  locked  unxiou-ily  at  its  voIuduh 
thou|^ht  that  it  must  contain  many  letter*.    Thej 
youth  showed   no  mirprUe  at  receivii^  it, 
Hecured  it  carefully  in  hU  hosom.     One  hwtfo 
kiss  wta  exchanged,  and  he  was  gone. 

On  roturiiing  to  tlie  ra^tlf  Juliet  Immediateti 
went  to  her  aunt's  room,  and  found  her  pr 
paring  for  breakfast,  whidi,  in  the  hope  of  i 
cilialing  tlie  Count,  she  determined  to  take 
public.  Accordingly,  tliey  entered  the  hall 
together.  The  tables  were  tipread  »s  usual,  and 
the  family  aMembled :  as  they  came  in  at  one 
door,  Fiithcr  Lnurence,  lending  lu§  pu|)tl  by  the 
hand,  uid  followed  by  the  eccleuBstical  officers 
of  the  AbboM,  entered  nt  another;  bvt  tbt 
Count  did  not  a{>peur.  Ludy  Geroldinc  wnllicd 
to  the  place  assigned  bcr,  niid  took  ber  scat ; 
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AeiM  followed  her  esunpli?,  wiU)  tbe  exception 

of  Fuller  Laur«DCe,  who,   bfifore  pronounciDj; 

<iit  grace,  said  in  a  solemn  and  sorrowful  voice, 

libl  liis  eccellenza  the  Count  vas  prevented  by 

iodiqMisitioD   from  honounnf^   the  table  by  liis 

pnwnoe.     The  gmix  vna  then  said  and  sui^, 

ud  tbe  bonness  of  the  bow  proceeded. 

Aa  Mon  aft  ibe  meal  was  over,  the  Abbess 
tailed  to  Iier  tlte  little  Ferdinand,  who  obeyed 
Wt  voice,  gentle  aa  it  wasi,  in  D^mbling;  nhe 
Hkmueed  him  on  a  message  to  bit  father,  in- 
quiring whether  he  were  well  enough  to  admit  a 
viflt  from  ber ;  and  bade  him  bring  die  answer  to 
Juliet's  parlour,  wlihher  site  would  go  to  wait 
for  iL  Aftvr  consideruMe  delay  u  servant  en- 
Wed,  and  told  her  that  bis  eoceUcnzu  ww  rendy 
M  receive  her. 

8bc  found  him  watcd  In  tu«  library,  with  no 
appeanuicc  of  indii^MwJtion,  but  witli  an  air  of 
ullen  statolinewf.  Fatlier  Laurence  was  phced 
BMr  bioi.  The  monk  roae  as  slie  enteral  the 
room,  but  the  Count  dJd  not  stir. 

There  ivere  many  reattoiu  which,  at  iliat 
m6 
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moment,  made  Lady  Gcraldinc  «l««irou8  of 
ciliatiiifT  h«r  brotliiT,  or  tlii»  liaiighty  mariiitrr 
receiving  Lor  mtj^ht  Ituvv  u-in]>t^  lier  la  sli< 
tliat  filie  could  be  liaughtiiT  stiil.     Ax  it  wat,  dii 
seated  herself  oppoadle  to  liim,  wilhoiit  aji 
to  notice   bia  altered   manner,   and   civilly  e 
pre»)cd  lier  liope,  tliat  he  was  not  snfTering  (i 
any  severe  indltposition. 

"  I  am  ill  at  ease.  Lady  Geraldine,     ^Vbat  i 
your  pleasure  with  me  ?" 

"  What  1  have  to  say,  brother,  I  should 
speaking  to  yourself  aloue." 

"  I  liave  need  that  my  confessor  should 
near  me.     I  fear  not  to  trwit  Um :  uor  b  tlien 
I  woul<l  hope,  any  danger  in  your  doing  so." 

"  Be  it  so,  then,  if  such  be  yotir  pleasun 
Theodore. — 1  can  render  what  1  woidd  Bay  i 
few  words,  and  they  shall  be  such  as  the  A 
of  Sant*  CatlKMniia's  might  speak  to  the  Count 
d'Albano  before  all  the  world.     Since  we  last 
parted,  I  huve  thouglit  much  of  your  prop< 
Theodore ;  luid  thougli    I   sliould   have  wiaki 
tliat  the  connections  aiul  iafluencv  of  my 
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ncplirw  tniglit  have  been  stren^tliriiod 
■DcnnaM«l  by  our  Jtilict'ft  making  a  spleiiilid 
lirrfifyTi  y^  if  tbe  present  iuterestR  of  utir 
M  wvll  m  her  soul's  welfsre,  render  her 
the  veil  desirable,  I  withdraw  my  obje^ 
lo  U,  and  will  immediately  permit  ber 
ber  noviciate  to  my  ctnnmunily; 
wlemn,  if  I  bare  tause  to  be  satisfied  with  ber 
— Airt,  ilie  bIbU  ofterwimU  bavp  the  honour  of 
nmnag  the  veil — and  (hat  without  any  dower 
w  ponaoa  wbatciTr." 

It  wemrd  that,  IiltU'  »«  tbey  liad  btfn  to^c- 
dar,  Lody  Gemldine  d' AlbuDo  kiivw  ber  brotlier 

Nerpr  did  words  effect  a  more  complete 
dtaB|{i!  of  sentiment  in  a  hearer,  tLan  did  this 
tftttk  of  tbc  AbbeM.  Hb  mspicion  of  heresy 
mi  Ua  mlmculoin  rifUlation  wen:  alike  for- 
fHUa,  ami  effitced  frcm  hn  mind  Itkc  an  im* 
fnaiiMi  made  on  tanil  when  the  waves  waah 
wwrit 

He  exchanj^ed  b  looli  ^itb  hia  coiiref»or;  it 
«M  not,  however,  n  iouk  of  oousultatioii,  but  of 
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triumph.  He  wn«  itgain  tlic  proud  tMrothw 
tlic  lar-fufncd  Abbess  cif  Sant'  Cailieriiui*! 
what  wits  better  sti]],  his  dauji^bUT  vm 
highmy  to  be  u  far-famed  Abbci^  too. 
fication  luid  rage  hud  drivvii  hiin  alniotft  to 
mudncss ;  and  in  his  dvliriuin,  ta  he  was 
ready  enough  to  call  il^  he  had  uttered  w< 
and  conceived  thoughts  for  wliidt  he 
soon  to  receive  absolution.  Being  now  qi 
ready  ii^in  to  laud,  honour,  and  glorify 
AbbcKK,  to  tlic  hi^licxt  {>iteli  of  earthly  revi 
rcne«,  he  thought  all  ihe  mBcliief  was  over,  and 
tliat  every  thing  would  proceed,  as  it  ongbt 
do,  exnciJy  according  to  his  will  aiid  plei 
With  Uic  limited  view  tliat  his  little  mind 
mitt^  liini  to  lake  of  the  ^tore,  he  «w 
greater  difficulty  likely  to  nriiie  from  hi«  blunder, 
tlian  wlmt  might  be  occasioned  by  the  necesuiy 
of  sending  Father  Laurence  to  Santa  Crow^ 
inform  the  monk  Dominic,  that  be  had  all 
gether  misuken  tlie  Lady  Abbest,  and  that 
every  thing  was  just  ns  it  ought  to  be  in 
quarter. 
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young  nepbew  tniglit  liave  be«n  !)tr«ngtlii''npd 
md  increawd  by  our  Juliet's  making  a  .tploiidid 
■■niige,  yec,  if  the  present  interots  of  our 
hoiM)  as  well  as  bcr  soul's  wclfaro,  render  her 
tikiif  tbe  veil  desirable,  I  withdran-  niy  ulijet.- 
tini*  lo  it,  and  will  inunediately  permit  her 
commmcing  her  noviciate  in  my  cotnmunity; 
"berrin,  if  I  have  anue  to  be  !ati&fied  n-itli  lier 
ondact,  she  sliull  oftiTwardit  bavc  the  honour  of 
rtttiiing  the  veil — an<l  that  wiUtout  any  dower 
urpmrnon  wliatever." 

It  ««vmi.Hl  tliat,  little  as  tliey  had  been  Ug*- 
lliR,  Lady  Geraldiiie  d'Albano  tuiew  her  brotlier 

Ksver  did  wottb  eSiM  a  more  complete 
dnngv  of  s4-ntini«nt  in  a  lii^arer,  lliaii  did  tliis 
ipcKfa  of  the  AhbeM.  His  KU»])icioii  of  heresy 
ltd  Ids  miraculous  %-isitaiion  vrere  alike  for- 
piUoi,  and  eflaced  from  bU  mind  like  on  im> 
pKwion  made  ou  saiid  u-ben  tbe  waves  wash 
«Ter  iu 

He  cxclian^  »  look  with  bis  eonfemor;  it 
*1B  not,  howc^'er,  a  lo(A  of  eunsultaiion,  but  of 
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The  Abbess  rose ;  the  boniiess  on  which 
had  sQUght  her  brotlier  was  itcttlnl  accorduig 
her  wish;  aaA,  perhaps  libc  fvlt  thut  it  won 
be  actiii}^  wisely  to  retire,  before  die  hud  bc«nl 
tempted  to  give  utterance  to  aiiy  of  ihc  bit 
thoughts  she  felt  rising  witliio  her. 

"  Forgive  me,  brother,  if  1  leave  you," 
tloA  J — "  To-day  is  llie  last  of  my  stay — aitd 
have  biiKitieiw  with  my  almoner." 

*'  Ht^y  one  moment,  sister  Oeraldine. — Hbv 
you  Aiiiioitneed  tn)  Juliet  tliat  she  is  to  hare  tb« 
liuiiotir  urul  )iiii>]>iiieK8  of  going  with  youi^* 

'*  Yen,   my  loni,   1  have and  I  w( 

recoinmvtid  tltut  notliing  inure  Iw  suid  to  ber 
the  subject  at  present.  Slie  is  very  young,  aod, 
as  yet,  not  well  prepared ;  but  1  fee]  no  doubl 
that  her  conduct,  in  future,  will  be  all  1  wtsli." 

Having  said  tliis,  she  quitted  the  room,  leav 
ing  tlte  Count  and  bin  confessor  to  congratulaitf 
each  otlier  on  the  happy  tcrmiiuttioa  of  all  their 
diHBculiies. 

"  I  cannot  «parc  you  to-day,  my  good  f\ 
Ndd  the  Count,  iji  answer  to  a  hint  from 
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e,  dfflt  it  would  be  wtU  to  lose  no  dme 
in  coinmuDicatiiig  to  his  brother  Dominic  tliu 
Change  tliat  bad  takon  place. 

''  Tiiere  is  not  limu  for  you  to  go  and  return 
Mm  noon — and  wc  matt  not  be  witbuut  your 
gnn  at  dinner  to-day  y  neither  cait  you  set 
M  afWr  difuier,  with  sufficient  certainty  of 
hniii;  able  to  leare  your  friend  in  time  to 
perform  tJte  vw])er  service,  iiemeinber,  holy 
i^atiier,  tliat  yoti  imut  introiluce  a  prayer  for 
>I1  who  shall  be  about  to  travel  by  water. — 
To-morrow,  Father  Laurence,  you  aIuUI  ride  to 
t^  tonvcut,  and  tell  these  happy  tidings  to  tlie 
gM(l  rather  Dominic — Ue  b  ao  excellent  TOiui, 
W  Father  Dominic.  If  tlie  business  Itad  been 
«•  own,  ho  oould  not  have  taken  it  mure  to 
'"Vt — Yes,  yc«,  holy  Father,  you  mu«t  go 
lo-motTow  without  iiul ;  he  will  be  well  pleased 
'"  bear  tluA  news. — Tridy  he  was  muMt  anxious 
^  btlp  me." 


CHAPTER  XVL 


Oneulli  thwj  wen  all  bin  dlnne, 
At  ihyioul  shall  iDnnoTtalljr  be; 

And  our  sorrow  may  mate  lo  rrplno. 
When  *«  hoow  that  ihy  God  It  wiih  iIidf. 

Bti 


After  distnigkuig  hex  almoner,  I^ady  Geraldine 
ijivited  her  nivce  to  u-olk  wilk  her.  They 
pa^iwd  Uirottf^li  tlic  gurdcn,  and  out  at  tlio  little 
postern  door  that  led  tu  the  woods. 

As  soon  as  thoy  hud  {tassed  it,  the  AbboB 
•Rid — "  Do  you  know  a  walk,  Julift,  on  this  side 
the  streain,  aiid  almost  at  the  very  edge  of  it, 
tliat  IcmIh  to  an  isolut«d  muss  of  rock ;" 

"  Yes — I  have  been  often  there.'* 
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■Uck  wait  time  tenrs  flow,  and  with  too  inie 
a  (piifMlliy  to  with  to  chccjc  tWm,  Juliet 
inlentljr  tuniet)  n^ii  tn  the  patfa^  and  waDced 
•Iwly  forward  lUone. 

^Tien  sJie  readied  the  sotilary  rock,  ajid 
tsifd  hereelf  upon  tbe  bench  of  stone  that  had 
I't'D  hewn  out  of  a  projection  which  jutted 
hui  its  ude,  she  became  for  the  first  time 
mat  i)f  the  air  of  profflun<l  HoUtude  timt  thin 
nook  conveyed.  Till  now,  she  had  only 
titpped  [NuU  it,  or  about  it,  with  tlmt  tbuugbtlcM 
piety  which  is  too  eListic  in  its  temper  for 
tny  impremion  of  deep  feeling  to  remain  upon 
iL  Our  stemubiUtiej  must  be  awakened  before 
V  become  coaicdous  of  their  existence,  and 
tin  diis  awakening  takes  place,  it  is  rarely  that 
«r  but  the  bright  and  sunny  objects  of  nature, 
Hid  loch  M  harmonize  with  the  Itgbt  buoyant 
■priifi  of  childhood,  hare  charms  for  our  fanc>'. 
ilnt  now,  tilts  lonely  tower  of  dark  grey  rock, 
iuniiag  its  front  from  the  s«n,  the  :ttately 
^  that  stretched  forth  its  eteninl  fuliii^  to 
>m  it,  and   the    deep   iitiUiiess   that  tscemed 
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Mopped  by  meedng  some  liamiiiar  object,  which*] 
though  iiit§een  for  twenty  years,  &eemcd  to  bel 
as  fresh  id  her  memory  as  if  left  but  yesterday.: 
First  it  was   a  weU-koown   tree,    that   in 
tnstunt  brought   lack  some  lonjr.losl  tr^ii 
thought  und  feeling ;  a  little  fertber,  a  piece 
rock,   tbat  checked   the   current  of  the 
atream,  making  it  chafe  and  murmur,  appea 
to  ti&vc  a  Toice  that  spoke  of  what  was  los^i 
but  not  forgotten.     Just  bcyotkl  it,   a  narroi 
glade  of  soft  mo««y  turf,  through  which  trie 
tt  unall  tributary  spring,  divided  the  tree* 
a  sliort  spAce  of  sunny  verdure.     There  slu 
seemed  spell-bound.     After  standiug  for  man) 
minulea,  looking  round  facr,   she  turned 
the  path,  and  walked  up  the  lilile  valley ;  bill 
at  a  short  distance  stopped,  and  looking  eamestlj 
on  tlie  ground,  stooped  as  if  to  seek  fur  somi 
herb  or  flower  among  the  gnuus-     Juliet,  who 
followed  her,  stopped  too,  and  asked  what  she 
Bought  for,  but  when  Lady  Genildiiiv  attempted 
to  answer,  she  perceived  that  she  was  weeping. 
It    wBa    not    difficult  to  guess    the  (J 


with  aiiotlicr  faring  wctring  tbe  satn« 
iuk)  uitvring  the  tame  swvct  tone» 
K  thcM-  1  \»Yci\  Ml  <k-urly .'" 

''  1  ain  KTatcftil  to  Heaven,"  nid  Juliet,  *'  for 
gi<ii^  me  tliia  dear  resemblaace ;  but  how  b 
il — may  I,  in  this  Iiour  of  pnuniscd  cmi- 
Otjux,  say  to  you  erery  ihing  tJutt  i«  at  my 

"  Do  you  not  know  yon  may  ? — what  is  it  you 
■mild  A«k  me,  Juliet?" 

**  How  is  it,  lliat  you,  a  boly  Abbeaa,  deroted 
to  the  tatholie  &itb,  speak  thus  of  oue  whom 
«!  &tber  deema " 

"  Speak  it  not !"  exelaimed  Ueraldine,  while 
*  Jeep  Bush  ovenpread  Iter  face,  "  let  me  not 
^  luti  bk«i>liemy  from  your  lips  !" 

"  Forgive  me  1  oil,  fin^ve  me  I"  cried  the 
l^iMJuUet. 

"  There  i»  miidi  to  be  forgiven — but  not  to 
IFW,  my  poor  girl  It  is  painful  to  nue"  coii- 
■Uued  tie  Abbess,  "  to  say  wliat  nmst  lower 
yuv  fallicf  ill  your  estiuiation  ;  but  it  would  be 
EUill  to  leave  a  stain  on  the  suaed  name  of  my 
10 
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mother.     Tliey  may  call  htr  liorctic,  Julict,- 
tbcy  may  l>liL->[iiirnie  i)i4-ir  SaWour,  and  Nay 
has  CUM  ill -mi  Kit  a   moitel  nf  hifi  owii  piuv 
to  eterual  tornieiilii :  but  I  tell  you«  that  the  G« 
of  bearen  aiid  of  ewth  norrr  formrd  a  hi 
bcin^,  with  more  of  »n^lt(v  und  \vint  of 
uotuTC,  thun  my  dear  motlior:    1  t«ll  you,- 
who  kiit-w  her  hnivenly  »{>irit,  and  watched 
till  her  last  sgh  rp^torcd  it  to  her  G(kI,^I  te 
you,  Julii^  that  not  all  lh<>  purity,  not  all 
xauctity,  tliat  ever  night-d  wiiliiri  a  cloinler, 
v({iial  lii-r*." 

Juliet  felt  uwisfttruvk,  and  altvmptini  not 
reply. 

*'  Misbike  not  thr  cause  of  my  pmotion, 
tU'aT  child,"  resumed  the  Abbess ;  **  I  love 
the    better    for    tli«    frankness    and    confidiii 
counifje  of  your  question,  and,  in  return,  I 
prove  how  deeply  I  can  trust  j-oil" 

A  Mranjro  rafTue  suspicion,  tknt  made  ev 
nerve   thrill,   wa«   cwepitig   upon   Juliet.     Sh 
fixvd  her  speaking'   eyes  upon    her  aunt, 
imuntly  undeistuod,  oimI  aitswi»vd  her. 
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•'  Ye*,  Juliet it  b  ereo  m>.     I  too  am  a 

« 

Gwl )  what  vrill  become  of  her !" 
ntlakii«l  Juliet,  alt  tlie  dreadful  cooiiequence* 
rfneh  an  avowal  rusliJtig  at  oitce  u[ion  Iht 
nind.  "  Ob,  liusli !  hush  <"  aixt  atmost  fnuitie 
•nil  terror,  ske  bud  ber  Itand  over  the  moutfa 
ofberaunL 

OmUtne  pressed  tlie  tremblin)r  hand  with 
Im  lips  but  the  next  nwment  withdrew  hereelf 
oboR  Hpoce,  and  taid : — 
"  Speak,  J  uliet :  do  you  lioM  me  accursed  7" 
Juliet  dropped  on  her  knees  before  her,  and 
ioDkinfr  lip  in  lier  fnce,  with  an  expreauon  of 
lilt  moM  oonfidii^  afiectioti,  munDured  in  a  low 


"  ffhati'ver  you  are— that  would  I  be." 

Apanionute  burst  of  tears  fell  upon  the  pnle 
dictkg  of  Geraldine. 

"  My  child  !— my  motber'a  child  I"  •the  ex- 
diiim>d,  preMing  her  fondly  to  ber  boMnn, 
"1  thank  God  that  1  have  lired  to  know  and 
l»*e  lliee  I" 

TOL.  I.  V 
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Juliet  fondly  returned  tlie  embrace ;  hut  slie 
was  in  a  state  of  dreailfut  ajritatiou.  Bruit^t 
U]>  witli  all  the  terror  of  c»()i»lic  |H'nwcution 
ever  before  her  eye«,  tlie  fearful  inta^'  that 
{nessed  upon  her  mind  was — ^lier  uont  in  the 
power  of  the  Inquisition. 

"Hiwh!  hush!'*  the  repeated  wUdly,  "  i». 
member  tlie  iiuii« — Father  Luurenco— Olire."  | 

**  Fear  not  for  my  safety,  my  aweet 
for  twenty  years  I  have  had  to  guard,  from 
eyes,  every  thought   that  dewrved   the   08 
every  opitiiou   upon  whidi  my  soul  rested 
salvation ; — fear  not  for  me  now." 

"  Oh,   you    have    suffered !    how   dreadfu 
you  have  suffered! — teadi  me  but   bow  I 
make  you  happy,  and  I  will  foriaJce  every 
forget  ever)-  tiling — lo  do  il" 

"  I  nm  ha))py  at  tliU  moment,  dearest,  hwpf 
tu,  than   I  dared  «vcr  hope  to  be ;  aiu)  I 
l>e  hnppier  still,  when  I  know  that   your  mil 
Hnderst«n<l<   my  muid,   ttS  well   «   your   he 
does  my  hearL" 

"  Alas !  I  am  bewildered — show  me  the  way 
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out  of  tliia  labyrinth  nf  mUl  aiid  doiibt — my 
dnr,  dmr  aunt !  I  cumiot  fear — I  can  only 
(on  Tou, — but  tell  me — tvll  me — yet  I  kiiuw 
M  what  to  ask." 

"Juliet,  lUten  to  me  nJmly.  unci  I  will  iMre 
fw  Mlbitig  to  iwk.  Yoti  ue  \'er}'  rouiig  for 
■vcfa  B  ronli<U-ncc,  btit  your  fate  d4.'))pn(U  upon 
1  Rlteii  you  know  tli<r  wbole  of  my  situatiutii 
yw  will  b«  uble  (o  juHj^c  of  yonr  own — but  you 
(UOH  do  to,  without  being  made  acquainted 
•Wi  all  the  circumstaneea  whicit  made  me  what 
I  un.  Have  yon  patience  to  liiiten  to  a  long 
Hid  dJaioal  story  'f 

"  If  to  listen  to  every  word  you  sliall  utter, 
•  if  my  life  hung  upon  each  syllable,  could  be 
■11  you  required  of  me,  how  nell  woidd  you  be 

"  My  mother  was  a  imble  English  Uidy,  the 
"dy  (bughter  of  the  Eiir)  of  Arlburougli,  a  fiutb- 
'ultcn-anl  to  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  and  one  of 
lie  ttaloiis  disciples  of  tltat  pure  religion,  wUoli 
"M  first  establisheil  in  Englnnd  during  his  reign. 
Ii  *na  in  tlie  course  of  the  year  which  succeeded 
k3 
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tlic  dcuth   of  Anne  Bolcyn,  when   the  King;'* 
)K-iil  for  ihf  rfformed  &itli  wiw  ko  £ir  rcl&.it'd  m 
to  oflV-r  )io|)c«  to  tlic  Holy  Scv  of  rewwvtTiiig  itN 
influence  iii  Kiijirlund,  tluit  my  fitlliiM-  t-iwiu'd  tint 
country,  on  one  of  tho  tnaiiy  niUiooii^  from  July. 
Ho  viat  not  only  a  nobleman  of  high  rank  and 
consj deration,  but  dlitingtti&licd  by  the  imcuoh- 
mon  beauty  of  Inn  person,  and  hu  skill   in  all 
knij^lilly  aceom)ilishinent8.     He  wooed  and  woti 
my  motlicr.      Tlioufrli   botb  were  young,  both 
were  HJncere,  and  zealous  in  llieir  difTerent  fiullu 
— and,  1  believe,  bodi  Iwped  to  have  tlie  kaf>pi> 
nesH  of  converting  the  object  of  llictr  lovf^  » 
that  which  each  believed  the  truth.    On  tentiitf 
lier  new  home,  my  moiber  found  that  every  lUf 
about  it  dcHuied  rank  and  power.     'ITw  e*B* 
bli^imenl  iiicluiled  then,  as  it  does  now,  a  jt^ 
dent  priest,  who  officiated  in  the  chapel,  W 
filled  the  office  of  &uni]y  confeswir.     A  »rdi 
and  amiable  man  occupied  the  ntuation  when  »> 
mother  arrived,  and  ihoiigli  she  soon  found  thu 
tlic  hope  of  winning  my  fiitlier  to  her  faith  nt* 
vain  one,  «Jk'  flmtercd  liersclf  that,  at  least,  the 
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'  be  siiflered  to  ndluire  to  bcr  own,  witliout 

"At  tlie  neigbbourii^  convent  of  Sanu 
Cnxe,  ms  a  monk  called  Isklore ;  be  had  heen 
mtuljr  rewived  into  the  socivty,  an<l  hie  anival 
■»  trdeomed  aa  an  honour,  firom  hn  luiviiiif 
^tady  iltstinjruuhed  himself  l>y  hia  politmicul 
•ntiiigs. 

*•  Strong  a»  in  tlic  enmity  belwpon  Ui*  Hugo- 
lOti  and  Roinanisa  now,  it  was,  perhaps  still 
Bore  rtolent  then.  The  scenes  acting  in  France 
I  lad  worked  men's  mind«  into  frt-nzy,  and  the 
•tn^le  of  EnglaiHl  with  ibc  Holy  Sec,  now  so 
%)pUy  at  Tcift  fur  over,  fixod  i-vcry  oj'C.  Among 
ibt  diamptons  who  hail  fttoo<l  fortli  in  d«ft'iicr  of 
tiu  impu^ied  doctrines  of  tlte  KonitKli  Cliurcli, 
tU  Isidore  was  foremost.  Subtile,  acute,  tui- 
mnpr<imb'ing,  and  eloquent,  his  volumes  seemed 
lobani  their  way  Soto  iJie  hearts  of  mtm.  (lix 
*oie  WM  in  every  mouth,  and  even  tliouc  who 
Mm  detested  bis  opiitions,  confctM-d  tlie  gcniiu 
"itb  whidi  they  were  supported. 

'  Xm  a  few  among  the  ivfonnen  bad  directed 
s3 
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all  the  power  of  trndi,  aiid  nil  die  ingenuity 
oi^tmi'iit,  (igatnHt  Mm;   but  each  fresh  Mtack 
xpomcd  only  a  sigtiul  ior  his  sgnin  putting 
his  stri-ngtli.    'lliv  yetir  before  my  iDuther's 
riagc,  htr  brother,  who  wiw  wremi  yciir*  old 
than  licrfcif,  nnd  wiio,  notwith«t»iiiluig  his  iiobilit 
posseased  a  degree  of  schokrahip  of  which  a  i 
might  have  been  proud,  uiduceil  by  the  gli 
sopliiHtTy  with  wliich  this  I§tdore  had  advocate 
some  of  the  most  objectionable  tenets  of 
delusi\'e  faith,  himself  took  up  the  pen 
turn ;  and  wlietlicr  it  were  the  singularity  of . 
warlike  nobleman's  entcting  the  field  of  pol 
inics,  hitherto   coa^dered  as  belonging   sli 
exclusively  to   iJie   priesthood,   or  whether 
treatise  really  had  extraordinary  merit,  1  kt 
not;  but  it  iM  eertain,  that  the  sensition 
duoed  by  it  w^  greatly  beyoixl  wliat  any  of 
o])p»nent8  of   Lndore  had   hitherto   oecasie 
Its  influence,  however,  on  the  mind  of  Iridc 
himself  was  hi  greater  tlian  oa  that   of   any* 
otlier :    but   it   was    not   the  reasoning   whieh 
touched  hint,  St  was  the  triumph.     This  he 
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atrta  brjeiirea — nor  crer  can  (brgtre.  My 
■othrr,  toy  ilear  gentle  moOter,  vnu  Ids  first 
fioim ;  I  bare  Wpn  his  second ;  aiid  could  he 
iMch  yon,  Jnliet,  he  wonld  nut  n*t  till  you  had 
hsome  his  third — but  then  1  ihitik  that  I  shall 
•nnmch  him. 

"  'Ilii.<>  monk,  still  unartin^  from  defeat,  took 
^  hif  residence  at  the  neighbouring  oouvrntj 
iHwdiaiely  after  my  fiuher  liod  btouglit  lioine 

bhtide. 

"The  family  of  Alhano  have  been  for  age« 
ie  beiMrfiKton  of  Santa  Croce.  Their  richest 
had*  were  our  gift,  and  their  cemetery  oiu* 
■atiag-place.  The  iutercotinie  between  ihe 
aatlc  and  the  convent  wus  of  the  moM  intimate 
■d  friendly  character,  and  rny  fatber'K  marringe 
na  an  event  iUniottt  as  interoMing  to  the  one 
embfiriuneni,  m  to  the  other.  The  religion  of 
thf  bdy  waa,  probably,  a  source  of  legret  to 
■wth :  but  father  Isidore,  it  wm  mid,  pli>dged 
liHDwIf  to  Ids  new  superior,  that  this  marringe 
not  occasion  the  lues  either  of  llie  zeal  or 

tHbei^Ct-  of  the  Count  d'AJbaito. 
m4 
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"  It  was   to  avert  lliU   ihr«aten«I  tnUdiic 
tluu  tlie  superior  of  Santa  Croce  urged  nty  litUu 
so  btreiiiioiuily  lo  receive  Father  Isidore  into 
&iiiily,  as  to  leave  him  no  power  to  refuse.     II 
former  confessor  was  dismissed,  and  Isidore 
mtalled  in  his  place. 

"  TJie  first  syniptoins  of  lus  influence 
perceptible  in  tlie  increased  severity  of  religioi 
obsen'ance    throughout    the    household, 
manners  of  Father  Isidore  were  highly  {wljsht 
luid  Itis  conversation  was  that  of  a  man  wl 
while  still  in  the  dower  of  his  age  (for  Indo 
mils  tlicn  not  tliirty  years  old),  had  acquired 
various    information    and    deep    kjiuw ledge 
advanced  life. 

"  Nature   never   moulded  a  nohler   exterio 
than  tlial  of  Isi<lore  Bartone.     I  remember  hii 
wliilc  otill  in  till!  full  ]>ride  (in  his  cn»it,  I  migli 
call  it,  the  full  pomp)  of  inanhcKxI:    his  fo 
was  tall,  majestic,  and  graceful;  his  features, 
tliat  firm  arul  regular  ca&t  of  beauty,  whirli  hott" 
eodure)!  the  touch  of  time,  and  n  also  best  ml* 
eutaled  to  conceal   the  workings  of  the  spirit 
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•rithiiL     III  countenances  where  the  traits  itri; 

norv  mobile  atul  easily  distorted,  paAHtons  Irare 

lli«ir  traces  {ilainly  marked,   aii<t  an  oWirvin]; 

(7*  may  n^d  wtiat  feelings  have  ofteitett  passed 

oc^r  them,  and  cut  the  rlee[i«st.      It  was  nor 

(Ins  with  the  visajfe  of  Itartone  —  thoite  only 

*tio  Iwve  wMrliitl,  tliTough  years  of  sufferin^r, 

(Wtlir  deep  mincliief  that  was  l>n>oding  lieneatli 

^  prmM)  and  tranquil  exterior,  cotilcl  learn  to 

ttd,  in  its  cold  vtillneKt,  tlie  doom  tiiat  threatened 

dmn.    To  this  man  my  fut]ier  became  deeply 

Jmted.      It  is  eertain    that    by   degrees,    too 

pritit  to  excite  oflenoe,    be   taught   his  noble 

pnilnit  to  feel  that  his  mairtuge  vms    an  act 

»hich  demanded  atonement ;  but  it  was  sereral 

Jfm  before  my  mother  bccnme  fully  aware  of 

■fotrnm'!*  nnlimited  influence  over  her  huitlinnd. 

To  lier  his  demeanor  was  profoiin<)ly  respwtfii!, 

''Kt  reMruined;   ns  if  lie  feared  lo  obtrude  his 

"^ii  ofiintons,  or  wl'tlied   to  avoid  lii«Iening   lo 

^    Contrary  as  it  U  to  the  usual  practice  of 

otlwliCT,  it  is  certain  tliat  Isidore  ne\-er  made 

•"y  attempt  to  convert  my  mother ;  and  I  liavo 

n5 
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thought  Oiis  tlie  Btn)iig;«§t  proof  lie  evtr 

his  true  belief  m  llie  doctrines  kv  nui^ht.     In 

my  heart  1  believe,  lie  hated  li*r  brotbi-r's  Mood 

too  miicoroii.^y  to  become  an  a^iit  iii  Uer  i 

vation^" 

Jtdiet  trembled  afi  she  luMeaed  to  tliew  feArfa 
words,  and  involuntarily  exdaimed — 

"  Dreadful !" 

**  Yen,  Juliet,  it  i*  drnulful — aud  there 
inore  behiiul— y«!t)  it  is  dreadful— (oo  (Iromdful 
for  yoiiug  van — yet  you  mujit  listen  to  it ; — tli«r« 
IB  no  other  way  to  make  you  knov  your  own 
poeution.  I  Iwve  deceirnl  all  otlit-n — but  1 
will  not  deceive  yon — I  luito  my  life  of  (raud— J 
I  luue  tlie  wicked  craft  tlwt  Imh  taught  me  to 
unravel  thetanKlnl  vhoalingof  otltcnt — but  know 
all,  ere  you  judf;e  me." 

"My  dcnnt^t  «Hnt  I — my  own  dear  frwrnl! 
do  not  so  niiHUtke  me " 

*'  PerliapB,  my  tiwvet  girl,  I  luiderstaiul  whttt 
tKU!ie«  ill  your  mind  belter  tlian  you  do  yourarlf. 
You  cwinot  listen  to  mich  a  tale  an  iniiie  without 
teelitijjr  that,  whatever  I  might  liave  been  under 
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lut]>{>ifT  ctreumttuiict^  I  Aam  been — after  »11 
ny  triutnpiuuitHucccsB,  my  Uigh  lenown — nothiiij^ 
Wt  A  poor  pliant  recd^  that  lias  leanit  lu  betnl 
villiotit  brpiiking." 

llita  was  qidkcD  in  a  voice  of  tL«  deepest 
meliBcboly,  btit  the  caresses  of  Juliet  sugi^estecl 
MUtW  train  of  thougtit — 

"itiixleed  there  be  sametliin^  left  hi>r«i"  ftbe 
nmtfDed,  laying  her  liaiui  oa  her  heart,  "  not 
foiled  by  the  wear  of  a  most  uiiliappy  life,  it  ia 
fin,  my  child,  who  will  i^uin  wunn  it  tiito  ex- 
weiioe — but   I  must  not  waste   theee  precioiw 

moiDeiits. There    was    tio  plaoe    of  public 

pfoteMatit  worship  in  Italy.  To  this  privation 
ffly  tDbtlwr  )>tiliinitted,  not  without  gnef,  but 
nitJiuui  repiniitf;,  fur  it  was  inevitable.  She  hwl 
her  Liiglish  Bible,  and  t]ii»  previous  poast^sion 
to  siHtoin  htr  hath  tn  all  its  purity, — it 
toes  i«  sjMlc  of  coiMtaiitly  increasing  sot- 
nw,  to  :(U])))on  her  ^vntte  s]>irit  in  the  stnuigo 
otui  iuifri«Rdly  laud  wlurrw  her  lot  bod  fidlcn. 
My  brother  and  mj-self  wtn*  bolh  pleasure  and 

Eber,  during  the  first  frw  years  of  our 
NO 
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oxiMencv,  but  ut  tbr  agv  of  sc^tMi  Tlioodore  ' 
witli<lniwn  iVom  her  care,  and  Uidon*  bcrainc  liu 
]mc<.-ptor.     llic  fint  tmm  I  rcmcinbiT  lu  bnve 
Kttuii  hor  )ihv<l,  wcrp  cniisvJ  by  ber  >'ouiig  boy'M 
rcfiMni)^  II  kisK  fn)iii  hvT.      K»tb<'r    Itviiiurf  ww 
StBiidiii^  uv»i  liiin,  umi,  »»  1  woll  ri'RiornlHT,  kil 
him  fnim  tlie  rtium,  thi*  inwmeiil  Ui>  Itad  seen  bin 
^ve  tbut  slurisb  murk  of  obcdienoc.     I  w-ns  but 
two  years  bis  senior,  but  1  am  even  now  recad 
the  burst  of  feeling  «rilh  nhicb  I  nished  into  my 
mother's  arms  as  soon  as  tliey  werv  froiie.     B^ 
was  already  her  companion,  ber  confidant.  Iter 
friend — unci — diiirer  thun  all  ibe  rest, — ber  A»- 
ciple.     When   I   v.-a«   fourteen,  an  attempt  m» 
made  to  »entl  me  fnini  ber  to  some  distant  con- 
vent  for  the  coiii]>letion  of  my  edticatioo.     Ic 
wns  Father  Isidore  who  announced  tlus  to  uk. 
1  think  1  see  him  now,  gently  opening  tlie  door. 
and  entering  with  that  deep  cnlin  upon  bis  fea- 
tures, which  defies  the  most  searching  glance  to 
read  his  heart.     I  wiu  sitting  cb)«v  hmide  mt 
motlier,  listening  to  her  recitation  ofiMic  of  tlioM 
beautiful    psabns,   which    eciin    almost    Mipa> 
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nanmlly  to  apply  to  the  wonts  nnd  aorrDws  wf 

rach  of  IK.     Tlie  monk  l>egan,  by but  wliy 

ikoiikl  I  dwell  on  scenes  so  lialeful — in  a  won), 
be  infonnvd  on,  thitt  sucli  wtu  my  father's  iiil«n> 
two,  My  molhiT  opoki.-  not  a  itin^U'  vrord. 
Thi-  DLoitk  tetirf^,  luxl  the  scene  tiait  followed 
benrwii  u»  you  enii  pprli»[w  im^tne,  Jiiliit. 
%  nill  tltouglit  Iter  influence  witli  my  fiitlu-T 
"w  RBfficient  to  avert  litis  blow — »be  tried  i^^ 
furihe  laat  time — and  in  I'ain.  It  was  then  she 
<iiKoirfrfd  tlie  mUerable  state  of  tnind  to  which 
<ii»  supentitious  terrors  awakened  by  Isidore 
uxi  bniugiil  him ;  bis  spirit  seemed  Avml  within 
W— or  only  alive  to  the  mo«t  dreadful  ideiu  of 
liinno  wrath  and  eternal  punishment.  Tu  avert 
1^  «-as  now  the  only  objeet  of  his  waning; 
Qinenctr — and  1  was  to  be  tlw  meann  of  pru- 
pi^tiun.  The  day  of  my  departure  wuti  iixe<l. 
Old  die  D«ws  of  it  was  very  nearly  fatid  to  mc ; 
"witiniMrd  swoonings  were  sgececile«l  by  fever 
"ixl  tlelirium,  and  for  many  dayH  my  life  wwt 
(l^pairod  of.  My  uiibappy  fatlier  suffered  so 
'Ireujfully  during  tlibt  interval,  tliat  the  power 
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of  Kktore  over  him  vn»,  f»r  Oit:  tim«.  suspended^ 
atid  be  nHitli*  a  vow  at  tbc  fout  of  tlie  altar, 
if  my  life  were  spared,  I  should  ii«ver  be  parudi 
from  my  molli«r,  witboiit  my  own  consent. 

"  I  recoveri'd,  nnd  for  oat*  year  nothing  we 
occurred  (o  \»,  tbaii  wiitcbiiig  the  gradual  inc 
bition  of  hard,  utmbritikiiijer  «iipen>tilioii  oroat 
the  heart  of  my  most  wretched  fattier, 
feelings  towardis  hit)  wife  were  frurfidly  cliangnil 
— lie  regarded  her  iiow  with  terror  rather  iluufl 
with  Im-e. 

**  During  tlir  whole  of  tUs  tunCt  1  was  in  : 
outward  forms  a  catlioLie.  The  feeling  tliat  ray 
mother's  iafety  depended  on  my  discretion^  gsn , 
me  early  prudence.  Could  Inidare  hare  uoA 
cufied  her  of  making  me  a  heredc,  sJm  n-oddj 
have  been  wholly  in  hia  power.  Bui  attentti 
tlocile,  an<l  scrupulmisly  observant  in  every  point  I 
of  c«rom4>oy  aud  discipline,  1  gtiarded  liei-  pncioiaij 
safety  with  unceaxing  care.  Yet,  1  am  penundc 
that  Isidore  was  not  deceived,  but  lie  ncrar] 
dared  to  hint  a  suspicion,  whidi  every  one  idMnitl 
OS  could  have  brought  the  strongest  evidence  to 
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Soon  after  I  Lad  complftcd  my 
SftttRtli  year,  laulore  adtlressnl  biiiwi-lf  to  mc, 
n«pfcdiig  tlie  dreadful  stale  »f  my  fntliL^r's  nuod. 
Hetpoke  to  me,  as  to  a  ^ood  catliulU.%  and  dp- 
pWtd  the  load  of  f^ll  that  weigbed  tipon  the 
wulirf  the  Count,  in  consequence  of  his  lierelinil 
DKriage.  Dy  d^rrees  he  in&iiiuated,  that  1  lia«l 
tkepover  (o '  save  that  soul  alive,' — sucli  were  liia 
Mil  words.  niicQ  I  inqidred  by  what  meaitii, — 
ii  UMwer  was,  '  by  bemming  tlie  bride  of  CIiriM 
~«>  Bltall  your  boly  union  atone  for  bis  moM 
DaWy  one'  I  reminded  bim  of  toy  fiitlier'H 
wJcma  vow — he  amwOTtft — '  lie  will  iievcr  break 
II;  he  rowed  that  you  iliould  never  be  sepc^ 
ttted  from  your  motltiT,  dut  l/y  your  otcn  canttni' 
Tlien  my  mother  will  aeter  be  forsaken,  van 
my  ref>ly — and  I  Wft  him,  thinking  the  terror 
WM  come  anil  gone.  I  luivv  heard  of  ii  horrible 
invention,  Juliet,  by  which  a  vifetch  could  be 
dMtroyed,  by  placing  him  in  a  cbumber  that 
r  ahouid  gnutually  contmct  around  him,  till  he  was 
I  crushed  to  death.  This  offers  the  best  illus- 
I  tmtton  I  can  think  of,  to  convey  un  idea  of  tlie 

H L 


280 


THE   ABDESS. 


<le«tiny  tliat  fi'll  upoit  mv.  Vivery  hour  bmughl 
me  nearer — not  lo  yielding — but  to  misery  ii»- 
tolcntble,  from  roMStance. 


M 


neant  ^ 


"  Tlic  Uf^nniiciiig  Temorte  of  my  fittber;  bb 
iiivreiL'>iii^  torron),  uiiHor  l)ie  assurance  of  eternal 
tortureH;  bis  tMO-fold  despair  for  the  deed  he 
had  done,  and  t)j<<  vow  he  had  made — were 
before  me,  around  me,  ovor  me ;  brou^^ht  neans  , 
imd  ncnrer  upon  me,  till  lif«  beeiune  a  bur 
My  mother — my  piotis  protestaiit  motlier, 
to  me,  imploring  me  to  be  a  nun — imploring  me 
to  leave  her  for  wtr,  'I'his  vra«  ttie  only  thing 
1  could  not  do.  I  bore  witliout  ii  munnur  ^ 
frightful  pcuanccs  that  were  inflicted  on  ne: 
1  supported  all,  with  tlie  resolution  of  a  tnanjT : 
but  I  would  not  leave  my  mother.  ^A 

'>  •*  For  three  liugering  years  I  sustained  thl^^ 
drendfitl  eon  test.  As  [  itdraneed  in  afre,  1 
iMX|uired  a  power,  that  only  added  (o  my  miwery- 
1  leanit  to  road  atJiwnrt  t)ie  thick  nnd  rigid 
ma«k  of  his  calm  countenance,  the  frightful 
workings  of  the  spirit  that  lay  crouching  within 
the  iieart  of  Isidore.     I  saw  Iik  growing  liatrtNl ; 


J 


THE  ABDFJI8. 


aai 


nw,  tts  plainly  m  if  n  paipabl?  f!r«  burned 

I  Wfore  me,  tbe  relentJesB  detenoiiuuioii  to  con- 

I  quer,  which  glowed  within   bim ;   but   it   only 

node  me  breathe  more  deeply  the  fatal  vow— 

I  will  never  leave  her." 

The  eyes  of  Juliet  were  earnestly  fixed  upon 
btr  sunt,  whfloe  counienance  liad  hitberto  lent 
■  nuat  eloquent  conunenlary  to  ber  tale ;  but 
<Jic  DOW  became  sn  suddenly  pale,  that  her  youn|f 
tarn  tlmw  Iter  arms  around  her,  fearing  sbo 
wMildfiiiiiL 

*'  No,  no,"  said  Geraldine,  drawing  a  long 
vjiK  uui  rousing  herself  from  tl>e  weakness, 
"  du  not  fear  tltat  I  should  Eiunt — ^it  is  not 
like  me, — but  listen  to  roe,  Juliet :  I  must 
now  utter  wlial  has  bin  witliin  my  bean  for 
twenty  year*,  aiwi  never  yet  been  spoketi.  The 
■bd  of  Isidore  at  lengtli  admitted  the  conviction 
tii«  1  sliould  never  yield.  He  cCBsed  bis  piT- 
•Katkms,  and  left  ne  totally  in  peave.  I  felt 
tli&t  some  dreadful  danger  tliro^ened  nn  from 
tliis  change.      Tbe   half-ctoaed  eyv,   tlie   mtt, 
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And  steaUng  step,  the  lowered  rtnce,  the  huml 
qiitetneiw,  all  made  me  tremble. 

*'  I  tuld  you,  Juliet,  (liat  we  walked  toget 
tay  dearwit  inoUier  aiid  mj-self,  to  thli  sjiot, 
chid   me   for   my  lerrort,  uiiil  bode  me 
Ucaveit  for  tlie   iiitervrd   of  peace  flowed 
I   liatene<l,  till  I  almost  learned  to  hojte — t 
bcre,  exactly  here,  «lic  pn>it8rd  her  lijm  upon  mj 
cheeks  luid  forchcud,  aiid  told   roe   to  comfurt 
my  young   heart,   by  remeoiberiog  all    I 
been  t«  lier." 

Tcar<«  irrepressible  again  »trc«nte<l  froin' 
eyes  of  tlie  Abbess — she  .tohbed  alotul. 

"  You  will  not  see  me  thus  again,  my  ciiild. 
All    itiis   is   here   so   fresh   before   me,   that  I. 
forget  I  am  »o  lon^r  the  fond  aiid  tender  girlj 
to  whom  tears  ore  no  di^igmec.     We  rctnnieid  : 
the  csstle.     She  was  in  perfect  Iivultli,  Juliet.— 
It  was  the  custom,  when  we  entered  from  oi^H 
evening  walk,  that  we  shoidd  find  a  glass  of 
lemonitde  for  her,  and  a  bowl  of  milk  for 
placed  rendy  for  its,  on  the  little  table  in 
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iwlotir.  It  ms  »o  ihtn.  She  dratik,  Julivt, 
U)d  in  IcM  tbaii  an  hour — oh  [  much  leas — aJte 
•w  wiimI  witli  dreftdful  (xiiiu  in  th«  diest — 
notliLiig  could  AfsuBgv  their  inolence — yet  in 
l^  frarful  agotij'  she  remembered  the  husband 
<i(  her  yuutli,  und  prayed  to  see  hira.  Th« 
nonk  entered  in  his  stead,  and  Nttd  hs  could  not 
mv.  I  lay  on  the  bed  beeidc  her,  and  felt 
^i  convubiive  tlirob  of  sorrow,  which  this 
irm^r  produced.  It  vua  the  hut — a  moment 
titit  lite  lay  dead  in  my  smn." 

Ormldine  ceased  to  speak,  and  Juliet  felt  that 
tbp  trembled ;  at  length,  in  «  deep  whisper  tJiat 
Kmled  her  companion  more  thwi  the  hiudeat 
tone  couM  have  done,  she  said : — 

"  She  was  munlered,  Juliet;  she  waH  poisoned ; 
Aid  Isidore  ww  lier  munlerer  \  I  liad  no  proofs ; 
DOthii^  but  my  own  comiction — and  who  would 
listen  to  it  ?  who  was  there  that  knew  him,  saii-e 
taywM'i  they  aaid  she  died  in  apoplexy:  und 
all  tl>e  world,  the  littJe  world  of  the  cnAtle,  tltc 
villifff,  and  the  convent,  were  qiutc  satisfied  tli«t 
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eo  it  was ;  but  I,  poor  hel|>l««s  crentiire  !  I  km 
tlial  she  was  inur<lered." 

"  My  poor,  poor  aunt !"  sobbed  Jiiliet. 

"  Let  lis  set  8  seal  upon  that  horror,  Juliet, 
csii  bear  all  else  uithoul  shrinking.     We  m' 
Speak  of  it  no  more.     Thai  tale  is  ended." 

After  the  interval  of  a  minute   or  two, 
Abbess  resnmed  with  a  firm  and  composed  toi 
of  voice : 
f-     "I  need  not  repeat  die  process  tlat 
renewed  to  induce  me  to  sooth  my  wret 
Cither's  terrors  by  taking  the  veil.     I   had 
longer  any  n-ish  to  continue  in  my  horn 
longer  any  repugnance  to  being  shut  up  for 
from  the  world ;  and  I  was  willing  lo  »acrilice 
mui^   for  the  peace  of  my  most  nnhappy 
ibert  yet  tliese  were  not,  ia  truth,  the  ooi 
motives  tltat  led  me  to  take  the  rows.     I  hardl 
know  how  to  make  you  corapreherul  tlic 
state  of  mind  which  arose  witliin  me,  and  which 
grew  upon  me  during  the  last  throe  months 
my  residence  at  Albano.     Having  no  longer  an 
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ddng  to  love,  my  fitcullioii  seemecl  to  coiioentrete 
diciDM-lveH  oil  a  (lr>',  ptiilo»<>]ihi«Ll  Mii<Iy  of 
Bamne's  diantder.  Duy  liy  Any  1  fi-lt  I  un- 
dtntood  kim  belt«r,  aiid  I  leanun)  to  oconi,  ua 
aud  u  t  dut«st4>il  biin.  U  via  u  friglitful 
•liidjr— «ircry  f<>cliiig  of  yotith — ^ilolcM,  lovely, 
BBRqwctinfr  youti),  vrut  witlierod  in  my  l><)«oin ; 
1  fbuiiil  tliat  I  cuul<l  play  ujwn  tlitt  matter  mimt, 
V  tiie  worUl  called  it,  and  a  strange  ambition 
wiled  uptni  mc.  Wliilu  lie  wax  ptiuiiig  a  liuii- 
wH  little  plots  ill  action  to  Km-ii}^li<rn  my 
bher's  will,  utid  to  bmd  mc  to  it,  I  sud<li'nly 
pri)rlumi'<l  to  litem  l*otli,  tliat  1  wiis  willing  to 
itiuy  iln'ir  wislic^.  My  poor  fatlicr  bt-licvfd 
'(III  God  IukI  toftctwd  my  Itcart,  iii  c(>iii«equoncc 
«r  kit  utioi-iutng  prayvn ;  aii<l  it  lias  always  bcvii 
iMDMilatiun  (o  mv  to  know,  tliat  ultalcviT  was 
By  Itno^  W)d  bulf  iiisuic  motive  for  entering 

cfoHter,  it  soothed  hu  Wt  tioun. 
"""Far  If^idore,  hitt  perplexity  waa   extreme; 
*^  to  vraldi  it,   repaid  wlatever  sacrifioe  of 
'■■fmng  human  feeliitg  thb  step  co§t  me.     His 
otli  object  wa*  to  place  me  where  I  couht  be 
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mtched.     For  tnme  ame  past  lie  had  l>een 
ptfctiiig  \he  iippointmeiil  of  Abbot  to  the 
iiiUtory  of  St.  Andrea  at  Aiicona.     Tlieold  mi 
who  held  the  elation  was  already-  dead,  witeii 
declared   ray  resoluUon,   and  tlie  news   of 
uppoiittmeiit  rcuclted   hbt  successor  a  few 
after. 

"  The  convent  to  whicli  I  wm  to  go 
instantly  dcciited  up<Hi.     It  wa«  tliat  of 
Qithcrina'*,  at  Iwo  niikV  <lb«tiuice  from  hU  ■ 
iLnd  of  which,  by  \m  new  stalimi,  he  wa«  to  ■ 
the  visitor.     To  this  arnuii^inent  I  had  no  < 
jcctioii ;  I  feared  him  iiul,  aiid  fell  plciruTe  in^ 
the  coi)ti<lence  of  my  power  to  defy  hbt  scrutiny. 
It  was  settled    ttiat  I  sliould  travel  under  Lis 
«SGort;    1   took  leave  of  my  weak  miij 
btheF)  and  never  saw  him  more. 

**  My  mihsequeni    fortune   Itas  arisen 
many  various  causeo,  but  all  scemiitg  to  cone 
together  to  make  nie  wluit  I  am.     I'hut 
tinnntnral  state  of  miitd,  which  cimie  upon 
after  my  mother's  death,  gradually  wtire  away,' 
and  my  atuation,  though  it  rendered  dissimuia^ 
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^  IMGMiry  for  tlte  pres«n-alioa  of  tny  life, 
wnloi  painful  than  the  life  I  liad  kU'ty  k>cL 

"  Tliuu^li  I  could  hare  no  confidential  fri«tul 
(for  I  Blwa}-s  felt  that  my  cotitiilence  nugbl  be 
W  to  tlie  object  of  it)  tliere  were  maiiy  irlra 
Wnj  me.  The  supt-rtor  vm  a  wotriiui  re«pcctc<l 
^1  DO  one.  Slie  van  of  Iii|jb  birUi  and  powerful 
nnaectiDiis,  and  tliiii,  iwlded  to  the  extent  taxd 
wiBuai  accotmnodatioii  of  tlic  eiiUibliiJiinent,  Its 
hwitiful  Mtuatwn  on  the  shores  of  the  Adriatic, 
■fld  ia  uobte  reireuues,  brou|rh|  niauiy  liidies  of 
^  iknk  to  lier  community. 

"Tlie  wrak  uiid  capricious  diameter  of  the 
^MwM,  the  itreguWity  of  k?r  di»ci]>lin<>,  und 
ur  abase  of  the  great  power  which  the  extent 
irf  our  rareaues  placed  in  her  hands,  were,  how- 
<w,  loudly  talked  of.  She  died  when  I  had 
^  c^t  years  an  inhabitant  of  tlic  convent, 
««i  I  waa  elected  to  replace  her  without 
tffMitioo. 

"l  believe  Isidore  rejoiced  In  the  appolnt- 
"tuu  I  flunk  'liitt  lie  ooiiiiuleri'd  it  ai  impo«<ible 
"XI  I  iihould  exercise  power  so  abdultite  iukI 
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extended,   wtlliom  liPlrayin^  the  natnre  of 
principle*,  wliiclit    1  am   cerUuii,  I>e  lia«  nt 
ceased  to  saNiioct  were  in  my  beart.    But  he 
miMtakvii,  Jidict" 

There  was  triiimpli  in  tlic  »tm\e  with  wl 
tim  was  spoken,  aiid  in  the  tutir  with  wldcli : 
proceeded. 

"  He  has  suffered  tortunra.  or  I  greatly 
take  him,  as   my  groviitg  reputation  has 
before  Ids  eye«. — 1  urn  his  master. — 1  have 
run  him  in  Ids  own  narrow  path. — It  is  in 
that  he  passes  sleepless  nights  aiid  restless  <iij 
ill  devisiiig  soarea  to  entrap  me.     Wlw^rc 
name  is  mentioned  ouce  at  Kuoh',  as  a  cluunpia 
of  their  tottering  fiiitli,  mine  is  heard  a  hund 
times  tM  the  glory  of  it — aud  he  hates  me 
how  he  hates  me  !" 

The  Ahbess  rose  from  the  stone  bench 
which  they  were  seated,  and  walked  round  a  ; 
of  buttress  wldeb  eoneealcd  the  stream,  and  i 
sheltered  the  retreat  from  the  eyes  of  all  wl 
might  eliance  to  pass  on  tlie  oiher  side  of 
Sie  uow  stood  upoti  lU  maigin,  aud  with 
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armnubg  apoii  thu  of  J»U«t,  who  Itad  followed 
Wr,(J)i'  rrauiined  otill  ium)  mIvhi,  wt  if  to  rpco^xr 
fnrni  tlie  painful  exertiou  wbich  sliv  liad  tmule. 

Tlicn-  was  a  tiutli  of  fc«liiig  in  the  untutorett 
minil  of  Juliet*  whicli  cnabK-d  her  to  uiKlontntitt 
he\<j!T  tfaao  loDj;  experience  could  Iiav«  doite 
*ilhoat  it,  liow  idle  any  vorU  of  comfort  ini»t 
'■f,  for  wwrows  such  as  slic  liad  listened  tw.  Slio 
\ittsstii  the  Aear  arm  that  rrated  on  ben,  but 
■poke  not  u  wortl. 

Gnaldine  luniod  boinewanbi,  but  for  a  ootk- 
ndoaUc  part  of  the  way  i^ie  eontiiiued  silent, 
■lui  wbcii  at  Iciif^lb  sbv  8(>oke,  it  was  in  u  vwcv 
liut  showed  slie  wub  )ifn-«t1y  cxIuiuMmI. 

"  1  liave  mach  more  to  my  to  yott,  Juliet — 
inuclithat  concerns  youracif — but  it  must  be  in 
mjr  quiet  home.  The  remainder  of  this  day 
■niai  be  devoted  to  ceremony.  1  wl»Ji  it  wex* 
'itnif  wcr,  tny  dvitr  child,  an<l  tluit  I  had 
<]>ii>led  a  place  90  pregnant  with  d<-ar  rikI  hitter 
MoUecdoiiH,  eurryitig  with  uie  all  that  is  left 
to  real!  the  good,  and  tnakv  tne  forget  the  evil 
if  my  dayK." 

«0L.  I.  o 
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ttttei  nn  rimt,  delay*  hai*  Jan|^rau*  end*. 

SHAKtriUNC 


On  tfutcriiig  the  castlCt  Juliet  iiiqiiirpd  fur 
pof^:  and  wnit  told  tlutt,  the  poor  boy 
(fripvously  sick,  Fatlier  Laurence  had  Uid 
down  ou  the  bed  in  the  hope  of  reliering 
pain  in  hia  bead,  which  was  what  he  chiefly 
plained  of. 

As  soon  OH  the  tedious  busuioss  of  dianer 
ended,  Juliet  went  with  Olive  to  visit  bin, 
found  that  (he  poor  child  Imtl  cried  himself 
uleep. 

**  Good  Father  Lanrencc  is  completely  tnk( 
in  by  tb»t  boy,"  said  OUvc,  as  ahe  pointed 
thf  pillow  sUil  wet  with  bis  team. 


TnE  ABBEM. 

there,  Signom — and  you  will  see  nil 
dm  H  die  matter  witli  him.  He  lias  Iweti 
cr)'iiig  his  eycK  out,  like  n  i>{)ulI(.-(I  imp  as  be  iii, 
WtuK  he  has  found  tluu  you  ure  going,  triilioul 
ukiiii^  liim,  AhwoIIi,  to  play  his  upo's  cricks 
iininiif;  the  holy  sistcn  of  SaiiL'  CutfarriiiaV 

"  Poor  fellow  |  ]>o  itot  wulce  him,  Olive, 
I  &11I,  indeed,  it  will  be  iinpoKabli;  fur  me  to 
■akc  kirn  t2H.-re ;  yet  I  do  believe  tliot  die  liltlo 
tnaiure  mHU  idmost  break  bi»  heart,  if  hv  be 
Ml  I  bare  been  vruvl  to  forget  him  as  I  lave 
done." 

lliougb  lioj)ele«H  that  any  arrangement  cmuhl 
^  totaU-  by  which  this  parting  might  be  avoided, 
Jnlipt  went  to  her  aunt,  and  mentioned  the 
liupeicw  sorrow  of  luT  littli"!  Jioge. 

"  We  u-ill  tuke  him  with  la,"  stuA  tlie  AMtess 
imoKdiately. 

'y\iM  unezi>ected  uiwwer  was  almost  as  vol- 
n«w  to  Jidivtf  as  she  knew  it  would  be  to  tlie 
(»)'.  and  she  earnestly  expressed  her  joy  und 
S^ttiude. 

"  You  must  not  Impc  to  have  bun  ulwayil  near 
o2 
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you,  Juliet,"  said  her  aunt,  laughing;  ''a|agr] 
it  not  a  Tcgiiltir  part  of  a  novice's   equi[>Ru>nt— 
but  I  think  I  ran  Jind  the  meiu))!  of  eKtuhU'>hiiie 
hitn  ut  no  great  distance — and  I  doul>t  not  bvi 
he  will  prefer  that  to  heing  k-ft  here." 

Juliet  undertook  to  sa«v.'eT  for  him,  that  I^ 
would  Ijc  ready  and  willing  to  perform  any  w 
rice  within  the  compiiss  of  his  small  power. 

"  Proviilod  that  from  time  to  time  he  bf  p'^ 
mittrd  to  get  a  glance  at  h»  lieg«  lady  ?" 

**  Just  so,"  rpplied  Jtdiet,  "  if  iliat  can  (* 
maiuiged,  MoTgaute  will  he  »ati«fie(l  tf* 
whore." 

"  Well,  we  must  seo  about  it.  Your  fclbft 
will  not  object  to  hi»  Wving  the  castle,  1  sup- 
pose?" 

»  Oh,  no ;  he  w^  never  partial  to  tJie  poor 
hoy,  and  I  think  he  wilt  be  plrasei)  t^t  grt  tU  of 
him.     And  Olive!* — what  b  lo  become  of  h«T?" 

*'  WialevpT  may  best  plew»e  hewelf, — pr<^- 
Tided  it  does  not  bring  Iter  to  Sant'  Cuke- 
riiia'a." 

*'  I  hai-p  no  wtfili  tJuit  she  slioidd  aecompa 
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Us  believe  me ;  lier  manners  have  been  lon^ 
my  lUNpleafiing  to  me,  niid  it  will  be  quite  a 
idief  to  lose  siglit  and  Iivtiriii^  of  her  grave  aitd 
PK  iatpcniticRce«." 

The  day  passed  away;  Juliet's  prepamtioii^ 
*crc  conipIete<l ;  the  little  Moi^ante  made  !^ii- 
pteniely  Itappy  by  learning  tliat  be  was  to  Iw 
iacliuled  in  tbe  Abbey's  »uiie;  ant!  Olive  per- 
Ircily  satisfied  by  the  permifisioii  of  remaininj; 
ini  Indy  of  the  wardrobe  at  the  castle.  The 
uctlr  Ferdinand  alone  looked  sorrowful  at  tbe 
■teutjon  of  tbe  approodiing  separation ;  but  llie 
pKmise  of  a  royage  on  tbe  Adriatic,  to  visit  bis 
fitter  on  tlie  day  dw  should  lake  tbe  veil,  b>io 
CMded  in  consoling  bim. 

Kerer  did  tbe  gorgeous  colouruig  of  that 
bMutiful  »ea  look  br^iiter  than  on  tlie  morning 
of  Juliet's  departure.  The  leaving,  probably  for 
ever,  the  paternal  roo^  cspccialty  when  no  other 
esjHiusals  are  before  us,  tlxan  such  as  were  offured 
ID  poor  Juliet,  must,  in  general,  be  a  mouruful 
bauaeas ;  but*  on  thb  occasion,  it  was  not  so. 
h  u  true,  that  the  tender-hearted  nuns  shod 
o  3 
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lis  tliey  took  IcBvc  of  their  friend  Otiv 
Kadi  ibc  pricRtH   pxcliaiif^    l>ene<liciioii8  u-it 
grmtsoliMnniiy;  btit,  on  iJie  w)w>U«,  iho  jidicu 
n'crv  ratiier  joyoiu  diaii  .soirowfiil.     The  prtn 
dpd   jierftORi^jM  were  especially  well   pit 
(liat  a   nicciini;  so  long  delayeil,   and  whic 
riiiriii^  *  few  lioiir8,  tiad  threatened  an  end : 
hoMtilc,  wns  finally  broiiglit  w  thi»  ha^py  cq 
dmioii. 

Tlie   botjr    tfatn    were  ngnin   escorted, 
every  mark  of  revcrejiee,   to  the  wnler'M  edg«J 
iht-  Count  H-avcd  a  dtjrnifieil  farewell  from 
eliarger:    tite    little    Fordiiuind     iiniuiuil    It 
iiction ;  the  saiW  suellerl,  the  prow  «-»<  lurni 
to  llie  south,  and   aj^ain  the  Ahlicss   of  Snn^ 
Calhcrtiia's  and  her  att<>n(hutt«,  were  lioiuidin 
over  tlic  !>Uie  waves. 

As  soon  as  tlie  pajfeant  wa»  fairly  over, 
Htrong;  reculloctioii*  of  the  convenation  lie  had 
held  with  the  Monk  I>omiiiic  se«ni<>d  to  recur 
to  the  Count.  He  turned  to  Father  Lnnr^nce. 
who  Itiul  accompnnied  the  procvssioii  on  hit 
mule,  luid  Hiid  with  some  earui>»tRV)H — 
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"■Now,  ^od  Fatlier, — delay  no  longer.  IVulu 
am  &l  once  to  your  convent,  and  tell  your  friend 
W  matters  st^nd  vritfa  us.  Tell  Iiini,  from  me, 
liu  lie  will  do  well  to  forget  all  that  hv  licnrd 
*W  lut  at  lliu  castle. — You  un<Ieni[and  ma-  r" 
"  Perfectly,  my  sou,"  refilled  FatUer  Lati- 
rencY,  amui^ng  tlie  b«u«ngs  of  Im  beast,  "  and 
'liopi*  1  may  succeed  in  making  (lie  mutter  as 
inteliif(ible  to  my  brother  Dominic,  as  it  m 
tome." 

"  Surely,  good  Fatter,  you  cannot  suppow, 

1^1  if  I  condescend  to  arow  that,  for  «  sliort 

tpire,  and  during  the  influence   of  too   gr&il 

•Minlh    of    temper     (for    the    which    I    have 

itlready  done  penance),  I  fell  into  error,  surely 

you  cannot  iroagbe  that  a  brother  of  the  Santa 

Croce  would  remember  what  i  should  wish  Itim 

to  forget?' 

**  1  would  hope  not,  my  son.  Nevertliplcw, 
you  Nliould  ever  keep  in  mind,  tliat  great  us  is 
the  attachment  and  gratitude  of  all  that  coin- 
raunity  for  every  member  of  your  bouse — 
they  can  none  of  them  be  expected  to  fee) 
u4 
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the  Mme  fititliful  devotion  as  your  biimbl«  con 
fcasor." 

"  Then  do  whaU^vor  yon  find  nocossar)-,  m] 
good  Father — I  have  no  reaerven  with  yos 
I   am  uot   myself  better  ucquainLed   witli    tlw 
Hctual  state  of  my  finunceA,  tlian  ymi  itre — bn 
if  a  few  maAsea  to  atone  for  my  nii>itakc 
ttonation  of  caiKlIvs  for  the  gliriiie  of  Sl 
liiiiiii',  would  make  the  matter  tasier— — -I  »hall 
he  willing  to  abide  by  any  engagenK'nt  you  ma| 
Mc  it  ttdvinable  to  make." 

This  was  exactly  such  n  mi^oo  as   Fat 
I^aiirence  liked  to  undertake ;  and  assuiing 
patron  both  of  tlie  zeal  with  which  it  sliouhl 
executed,  aud  his  entire  confidence  in  ita  cue 
ceas,  he  departed. 

Before  noon  he  returned,  atid  brought  tlij 
unexpected  iiitellijireiice  that  Father  Dominic 
hud  left  the  convent. 


MmibMMcttt  Uche,  at  pourtat  to  tIm  bI  Ir  malfatvr 

HuMtLtos. 


Tkocoh  tlic  d<rparturc  of  Joli^t  was  entirely  in 
•wwiuwe  with  her  own  wisU,  there  was  still 
*°i>i*  mixture  of  mrliuicLoly  in  it.  She  viwi 
(jsitliiifr  tliu  Kcvnc  of  till  livr  little  ii>lcrvsts  uiid 
>  t«»r  wiM  in  brr  eye  ns  sliv  wuvwl  her  bmt 
^tewell  to  the  crowd.  But  us  she  turned  from 
■>•  tbe  Hiw  her  auiit  »liuiding  close  bMidv  ber ; 
<^  name,  btrly  tto  drcudoid,  now  M-i'm«(i  lo 
mauio  m  itself  tt  duain  iiguiust  every  ill)  pTe«eiil 
*"'!  future.  Huiging  on  her  arm,  sometimen 
'""loiig  in  Iter  fiict%  and  flometimos  foHowinj:;  the 
o5 
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(tirection  of  b«r  pyp,  ns  it  watch«(l  Ui«  nvrdti^ 
outline  of  tlie  shore,  Juliet  sood  forgot  every 
ttensation  but  that  of  plranure. 

A  favouring  gale  eatTied  them  raftidly  luiil 
<tmilily  uliuitr,  hctwcrn  the  deep  uncloudMl 
blue  (if  the  heiiven*  ami  the  bright  vmvy  mlnw 
(hnr  reflected  if*  heuutj-.  The  soft  sea-breCM 
blew  giuly  in  Juliet'x  lace  n«  she  stocxt  m  Ae 
itteni  of  the  ve-<Mfl,  und  ftlie  felt  con»cioiii 
iiilialin^  healtli  and  cheerfulncM  with 
hreatli.  Morgniite,  who  hiul  never  been  on  the 
sea  before,  wu  to  extacies,  and  not  even  Ui 
resjieet  for  the  Abbess  eouM  pre^'ent  bM  tmti- 
fylng  his  delight  by  a  thousuid  cldldi^b  gimbob 
atid  expresi'ions. 

I'he  nuns,  half-plriued,  ludf-frigfatened.  MiknI 
rpspecifully  Hptirt;  nnd,  in  low  whiiqier*,  ex- 
changed umong  tliemselves  itmumerable  ex- 
pressions of  wonder,  mingled  with  invocatiom 
to  luUf  the  sainLs  in  the  calendar,  every  time 
tlie  wind  whifitled  in  the  tdiroudtL  Tlie  nianlu 
hung  Ibllmsly  over  the  vessel's  nde:  and  the 
iiiptain  declared  (but  without  an  oatli).  tluU  il 
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was  a  ble«»inj;  to  convey  siicli  a  boly  frciglilt 
far  the  rery  wiiMb  blow  Itiixt  nnd  clirutiaiily. 

lu  a  woni,  the  little  vo)'Bge  was  perfectly 
hrouraMe,  an<l  tlic  vessel  readied  Anconu, 
itlmMC  us  punctually  at  tlie  liuur  slie  wa«  looked 
for,  IK  U  she  Itad  Iteen  bomc  diUlier  by  steam. 

About  a  mile  before  they  reached  Aiiooiiu, 
lie  lowers  of  Sant'  Catlieriiui's  became  visible. 

"  1.00k  there,  Jidiet,"  said  the  Abbess,  lead- 
injWr  to  the  side  of  the  vessel — "  there  is  tlic 
riwF  (hat  has  so  long  been  mine.  luid  which  is 
nov,  I  hope,  to  shelter  you,  in  peace." 

Juliet  looked   at  the   dark   high   walls:   but 

tbougfa  their  extent  was   magnificent,  and  tliu 

(ituution  of  the   buihling,  wliidi  wsis  «o  c-luse 

ifHHi  the   sea  an  to    fonn    at    that    point   it» 

boundary,    most    pre-eminently   beautifid,    she 

inroluniaHly  sighed  as  she  looked  at  tlie  stately 

edifice. 

The  AbbesH  smiled,  and  easily  reading  lier 
thoughts,  replied  to  them  by  adding — 
L     *•  No*  for  ever,  Juliet — not  for  twenty  year*, 
■  not  for  one,  I  hope." 
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Julk-t  returned  the  «milis  a»cl  now  acknow- 
ledged that  nolliinpr  could  be  n»re  uoble 
the  oatlinc  luid  poeitinu  of  the  building. 

♦*  Observe  tliitt  liMig  slonc  biiliiMrade,  Juliet, 
tliat  Htrctvht^  ulong  above  tltc  water,  nearly  the 
wliole  leugtb  of  the  builduig — that  encloses  a. 
terrace,  which,  when  sheltered  b)'  Ute  walU 
the  convent  from  the  rays  of  tlie  we&teni 
U,  perhaps,  as  beautiful  a  walk  as  the  world 
funiisb." 

"  Are  the  nuns  and  novices  permitted  to  um- 
it?*  inquired  Juliet. 

"  Oidy  by  s])edal  pcnniswon,  and  then 
must  Ite  attended  either  by  t)ic  mutlior  of  tbr 
nA\'ices,  or  some  otlier  chlorly  sister,  agipointcd 
by  me. — Dut  1  have  found  tluit  wulk  a  gtmMt 
comfort  than  you  can  well  itnugine." 

"  And   thone   low  arclien,"   inijuiml    Jnli 
**  that  nni  the  whtde  length  beiieatli  it— nfait 
their  purpoa*?     How   tite   sen  daslies   itiratinl 
their  buttrcsse§. — Are  there  any  cluunb4>rt 
bind  them?      That  iiice«wnt  sound  wouM 
fearfully  diHiaai." 
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The  AbbcM  di<l  not  reply;  lier  aticntioii 
aeeined  occupied  by  recoiinoitering  the  biiil^ 
iog,  Kt  a  Ycry  slu>n  dUtuuce  from  wliicli,  th« 
vchm;!  wns  tww  pgustng. 

"  Wfaiit  II  pity  it  IS,  dear  uuiit,"  «ai(l  Jullft, 
"  Uist  wc  cannot  laiid  Itcrc  ut  once ;  iii^trjul  of 
gojag  oD  to  Anconn. — I  do  so  hutc  tlic  iilv-a  of 
tluH  visit  to  St  Audrey's.  If  «'c  liuidvd  iivie, 
w«  should  mcqw  it." 

"  We  should,   Juliet  —  and,   tliougU  seldom 

reeorted  to,  I  bolivvv  such  a  buidiiig  would  be 

fKMsible.     But  <Iid  I  yiekl  to  the  temptation," 

(lie  continued,  in  u  whisper,  "  I  aliould,  for  the 

first  tiine,  infriuge  a  sj-stem  whicli  has  eDable<l 

UK  to  )>uHle  all  the  toils  its  Ablxit  n-ould  hare 

thrown  around  nte.    You  know  what  the  sight  of 

kit  countenance,  what  the  sound  of  his  voice, 

raiMi  be  to  me — yet  I  have  never  ouce  avoided 


"  But  tell  me — u  it  indeed  neccssarj-  thai 
I  iboald  attend  you  thither?"  asked  Juliet 
loxioinly.     "  Might  I  not  remain  ut  an  lun  V 
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on  board  tlic  reatwl  i 
renuuD  witli  m«  till " 

"  Juliet,"  interrupted  her  aunt,  '*  he  would 
not  continue  for  an  hour,  unacquainted  with  tbe 
taxi  tliat  I  have  bn>ug;lit  you  nitli  me;  tmA 
yoxa  not  waiting  upon  bim,  would  immediately 
be  imputed  to  motives  tliat  might  be  very  injv- 
rious  to  me." 

"  Enougb !  enoug;)i !  <l«w«Bt,"^-^-eageri; 
exclaimed  Juliet — "  I  would  fece  him — were  lie 
•lometlung  aiill  worse  than  he  is — ^forgive  ny 
cowardly  shrinking."  ■ 

"  I  may  well  forgive  it,  Juliet,  when  hardly  a 
week  of  my  life  passctt,  miliout  my  beiitg  a»- 
anilcd  by  the  lame  fecUng.  You  will  conquer 
it  as  I  have  doue,  iknd  from  a  nobler  motive;  fiir- 
mine  liiM  been  but  »clf-pre»ervation." 

A  few  momenta  more  brought   tlicm   bci 
the  beautiful  old  dty  of  Ancona;  and.  for  tW 
timet   &11  other  feelings  in  the  mind  of  Jiilii 
were  lost  in  those  of  admiration  and  woiKler. 

Tills  wa§  tbe  first  time  she  Itad  e%-er  visited 
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Even  V«n)oF,  ttioi^lt  the  nrigbbuuriiig 
Wonder  of  tli«  plaoe  when;  die  wdb  bom,  una 
«dll  uiiknown;  aiul  di«  biuy  Kvnc  bunt  upon 
W,  with  a  degree  of  animation  anil  buxtle  tbiit 
equally  luiexpccKn)  aiid  Mtotindiiip;.  Thv 
y»he  was  writli,  however,  was  not  pwlicu- 
luly  veil  i<alculated  t»  Hbow  ber  th«  wgiulet^  of 
■  city.  With  their  bood-i  closely  drawn  over 
■heir  feces,  and  their  thick  rells  completely 
rarckijHiig  tlieir  penwas,  the  ruim,  preceded  by 
Mr  Abbew,  hurried  at  once  into  cite  shelter  of 
u  inn,  whidi  stood  cl<we  by  tlie  lotiding-plaov. 
ilolin,  after  standing  for  one  shnrt  moreiuit  at  the 
^w,  tu  ltM>k  ujwn  a  itccnc  ao  aninatcd,  anti  »o 
"w.  eiit<-red  after  tliem ;  and  Morgiuiie,  ircm- 
titing  half  with  fear  ati<l  half  with  diflighi,  kept 
^  hvU)  of  ber  mantle,  oiiti,  oontmry  tu  alt 
"ii^uettc,  folhiwol  the  ]iarty  into  a  large  room 
'Jiu  appeared  tu  luivc  bet-ii  prepared  fur  them. 

A  nigltt  [>a<ueil  on  board  rendered  rame  repair 
"f  ttwir  simple,  but  nice  toilet,  necessary  for  the 
^y  bdieii,  before  they  presented  themsclvea  to 
"i^t  Abhot  of  St.  Andrea ;  and  Juliet  was  given 
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to  understand,  not  only  by  tlie  words  of  Lm 
aunt,  but  by  the  gvfiturcs,  I'xclunuitiuiH,  and 
grimaces  of  the  four  nuns,  that  the  absence  of 
her  little  attendjuit  was  vebpmeiitly  d^nirfd.  He 
wos  accordingly  dismisMHl ;  but  tH'fure  lie  IHt 
the  room  obtained  pcnnisniori  to  attend 
mislre&s,  in  his  quality  of  page,  to  die 
nastery. 

The  distance  from  the  inu  to  St.  Andmll 
w»s  rather  le»>  tluin  a  mile ;  but  the  Abbess,  her 
attendant  uuns,  and  Jiiliet,  moitntetl  tbcir  muteit 
while  the  monks  siid  u  few  of  the  domestia 
preceded  tlietn  on  fout.  Among  these  n-as  M<if)^| 
gantC)  and  when  Juliet  arrived  at  the  gate  of  tbp 
monastery,  she  found  him  standing,  with  an  air 
of  prodigiously  iocrfu«ed  eonHrqiience,  reunly  to 
hold  the  bri<tle  of  her  mule,  while  a  groom 
oMsted  bcr  to  dbonount 

Nothii^   could    be    more   gloomy    Oian 
appearance  and  situation  of  the  building; 
Juliet  thought,  ns  she  entered  the  low 
archway,  that  the  dark  soid  of  its  Abbot  wasi 
suited  with  a  home.     Tlie  outer  gale,  aiid  dir 
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bitenor  door  vttc  both  open,  snd  the  prieuM 

«lio  bad  utend««l  the  Abbess  to  Albano,  and 

w'tio  all  kelorifred  lo  tli«  monastery  of  Ht  Audreii* 

nlH^nl  ibem  in ;  but  no  other  person  vas  to  h« 

iwii.    Thb  Doisclete   solicuile,   after  llie   hiisj" 

uui  luiiDaleil  titreett  of  Ancona,  had  sametliin^ 

*"ful  in  it ;  yet,   loii^  as  was  tlie  cold,  dark, 

^'aulted  jiascage,  tlirough  which  they  were  led, 

Joiiti  iiiOi«(l  it  liad  been  longer  etiU,  when  tiiey 

ttKhtA   the  door  at  which  it  tenmiiated,    for 

*^^n  it  w-as  ludore  Bartoiie.     The  respite  of  a 

"""ncDt   followed; — it   was  but  an  ante-room. 

Hu(  the  confessor  of  the  Abbess,  requested  lier 

I"  vt  ilown,  while  he  announced  her  arrival  to 

^mpfrior. 

Juliet  looked  at  her  aunt,  but  met  no  glance 
"■  tnam ;  the  eye*  of  Uerutdiuo  were  fixe<l 
upon  the  ground.  In  a  moment  the  confwBor 
''^'Xnicd,  anid  the  Abbms  immediately  rose  and 
l*nrd  on.  At  the  door  of  tbo  inner  cluunK-r 
lood  the  Abbot,  watting  to  rvceive  her:  hi» 
aJutation  was  profoundly  r»«pvctful,  and  wjm 
mumed  with  equal  ceremony.     Tbv   four  rt- 
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cluscs  were  c«ch  honoured  witlt  a 
**  ArCi"  but  li«  fttATteU  wlien  he  mw  Juliet,  «h* 
on))-  became  visible,  a»  the  nuns,  bvUiad  vlion 
sbe  liail  entered  moved  on  to  scots  at  the  vAtt 
end  of  ibe  apartment. 

"  Who  b  ibis  young  lady,  holy  mother  ?" 
be,  abruptly  uddres&iRfr  the  Abbess. 

"  Ttie  I^y  Juliet  d'Albnno,  my  lord," 
replied,    "tbe    daiigiiter    of   my   brMtber; 
briii^  you,  my  loord,  a  written  greeting  from  1 
father,  who  liatl  tite  honour  of  bein^  for  n  tin 
your  pupil." 

Juliet  presented  the  letter,  niid  bent  her  I 
as  she  did  so.     llic  Abbot  to(^  her  hand, 
|>lace<I  her  on  a  chair  beside  her  nuiit ;  ha 
made  her  tremble,  luid  the  more  so, 
fntm  tJie  deuth-like  cohbiess  of  his  han4l.     In 
e\-id«nt  tliat  he  wa»  struggling  with  some  i 
emotion,  of  wMch  she  wan  tlie  caose;  for,  tboa 
he  spoke  not,  he  still  fttood  l>efore  tb«  cinir] 
which  be  bad  placed  her,  with  hw   eye« 
upon  her ;  his  lips  tremble<l,  an<I  his  cheek 
w  pale  as  ashes.     At  length  he  a^in  uddr 
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ilie  Abbess,  with  inon>  abniptneM  tban  sci^od 
nuHtent  with  the  giiiiTo]  dignity  of  kn  man- 
lt(,  uid  ad  — 

Yoa  intend  kcr  for  the  cloi^Ur,  Itoly  tna- 

"  It  n  bcr  fiitber'8  will,  my  Ion)." 

"  And,  (Unibtl«s«,  it  i»  ywire  too  ?** 

"Aauredly;  I  re«-irc  itcar  mi',  witb  pleaturp, 
wdoTRrelMive." 

"  When  u-iU  alie  begin  )i«r  noviciate  ?" 

"  As  won  fu  it  may  ftuit  your  lonkfliip  to  »p- 
pwniaday  for  tlie  ceremony." 

"  To  ao  blessed  a  uork  there  ttlioutd  be  no 
^l»j*.  We  will  name  next  Monday,  holy  mo- 
^— I  will  myst'lf  give  her  die  habit," 

llotl  Julivt  l>e«n  as  much  a  stranger  to  the 
(taacUT  of  ibe  Abbot,  w>  Rhe  wui  to  his  person, 
lUlttaloiis  lufile  might  )iave  a[)peared  to  be  the 
*ffiti  of  devotion,  or  of  courtesy,  or  |>erliaps  of 
Wi;  but,  as  it  was,  she  felt  )hal  he  only  wcl- 
taed  anotlier  victim ;  and  not  all  her  trust  in 
fc  wiil  luid  power  of  her  aunt  l«  "^ave  her,  could 
^vnt  n   feeling  of  terror  creeping  over  her, 
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as  «lic  listened  to  lum.  Xodiuig  cooM  baiv 
been  better  caleulat«d  lo  restore  her  oonrMt 
than  the  tone  of  voice  in  which  the  AI)I>c« 
rejilied — 

*'  Your  lordship  will  tliereby  cotifer  an  boom 
of  wbidi  her  fatlii>r  will  be  deeply  senaUA 
'i'hiiik  yoii,  (lister  Miutbtt,  that  her  habit  atf  \it 
ready  l»y  Monday?" 

"  Tliere  will  be  many  ready  to  aid  so  gaal^ 
work,  di'ur  mother,"  rejilied  the  nun. 

**  Tlien  Monday  it  sliall  be,"  said  tJie  Ab 
and  in  a  tone  of  sndi  assured  vlK-erfulnesti 
Juliet  felt  it  would  be  treason  t»  her  aun^ 
fear  any  evx>nt  which  she  could  arnu^rc  in 
an  accent. 

"  How  lon^  lias  (he  youn^  lady's  wcatiM 
been  deci<led  upon?"  inquired  bildore,  in  ■ 
vtnce  »o  gentle,  as  iiLstaiitly  (o  recall  tn  Jutirt 
the  description  she  had  so  Utely  listeoed  M 
from  her  aunt.  H 

**  Kf  y  brotlier,  I  believe,  lias  long  imemled  it. 
but  he  waited  my  arrival  to  announce  it  to  my 
niece." 
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"li  must  have  been  joyful  news  to  you,  holy 
■•dw." 

*!  sm  not  sure,  my  lord,  thai  it  was  ao,  on 
GiN  bearing  it.     Lady  Juliet  is  so  yoimti;,  ibat  I 
knh«A  if  slie  could  herself  be  sure  that  ber 
iodinations  accorded  with  her  father's  nisbes." 
"UatHlie  expressed  repugnance?" 
"I  Lave  found  her,  my  lord  Abbot,  so  docile 
Id  mini  and  «o  pure  in  heart,  tliat  my  objecliona 
tot^ceiving  her  are  completely  removed." 
"Could  you  doubt  this,  holy  mother,   in  ii 

er  of  your  hotiM?" 

The  Mieer  witb  vrliiclt  this  was  uttered,  was  so 

Hsupalod,  that  Oeraliline,  witb  all  her  com- 

I  of  cotuilcnaticrt  coloured  Nliglitly,  but  she 

[?tc(n-vri-d  hi-iMlf  in  a  moment,  and  answered 

rttli  quiet  dimity :  "  Vow  say  truly,  my  lord — a 

I'llodle  mind,  and  n  pure  heatt,  are  wliat  I  might 

[kU  eipecc  to  find  i»  Juliet  d'Albaiio — but  my 

baa  taugltt  me  Ui  b«lieve,  that  Mine 

ai  of  Borrow  is  nccetwry  before,    in   early 

die  mind  con  b«  brought  to  look  upon 
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srvliwinn  from  tlie  worlil,  an  tiie  nimtt  vnd  hj 
]icac('." 

"Tht^n  I  nm  to  understaiid,  Uint  the  you 
lady  huB  eitlivr  been  unli]^)py  in  lii^r  hunt, 
that  »hr  bikos  tlic  wil  ivliictantly  i"' 

"  NolthtT,  n>y  loni," — mluI  Jiilii-t  (no»t  i 
poctcttly,    "  but  I   coiiM   not  knnw  my  auU 
Mnthout  wKhin^,  yoting  as  I  um,  bo4b  to  br 
her,  and  to  be  like  her." 

"  You  nnswer  freely  luid  well,   young' 
replied  Iddore,  "  aiid  when  I  w>y  in  reiuru,  tb 
I  hope  your  fortune  nuiy  re»cmb)e  hcra,  1 1 
pnte  for  you  n  glorious  reward  for  the  yond 
couru^  of  your  conduet,  and  your  langungv-" 

He  tlien  nwe,  and  opening  the  door  of  i 
room,  which  made  port  of  ihe  suite  appropria 
to  his  e^ecia)  use,  lie  said : — 

"A   siuU  coUutJon  awuts  you,  Indit 
ynu  partake  it  now?  The  air  of  the  m*  is  woni 
to  improve  tlie  appetite — I  lH>p«  it  is  ho  in  ywt 

This  speech  was  obeyed,  with  so  much  alacrit) , 


it  i^ipegvefl  die  liospilablc  wuti  of  tlic  Abbot 
likrly  to  be  grsdfied. 
|i!Ik*iMrtj:  pUoed  tiienwelv(«  »t  table,  at  the 
wmers  of  which  wcr*  plnet-d  dumb  muters,  con- 
Biuing  ever)-  tlitng  sup]>its«d  nocv»>auy  for  tlic 
npM»  M  none  of  tlii;  uttciidiuito  of  tlic  t^tablisb- 
EMut  could  «i>pear  without  on  infrbgcmcnt  of 
'trii  nilo*. 

Wlicn  M-atod  ut  thr  tabic,  Juliet  wa*  so  ]>liici'(l 

btoatFurd  her  lui  opportunity  of  exanuiiiiiji;  tlie 

sill  boiMlsome  oountciuuioc  of  tlie  Abbot.     He 

*M  Mir  avax  seventy  yeara  of  af^c^  but  his  per- 

m  htd  lost  nothing  of  its  maJMly,  his  features 

■on*  of  their  expression.     His  hair,  whii-h  hod 

koB  jet  blade,  was  now  as  renwrkuble  for  iv* 

liver  whiteness;  and  the  noble  foreltead,  now  left 

kttrely  bare,  seemed  to  hare  gained  in  dignity, 

(rhat  it  had  lost  in  comeliness. 

•  Tho»|>:h  youii^  in  the  study  of  pliysiofrnomy, 

Fnltet  Mw,  or  fjuicie*)  slie  saw,  lurking  in  the 

feej>*M't  eye,  aitd  fn  tlte  comers  of  the  still  firm 

lid  well-formed  mouth,  (k-eiiled   indications  of 

W  hard  aud  subtile  nature  she  had  beard  de- 
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scribed;  a»d  so  int«iitly  was  ttlie  oocnpinl  in  J 
Intciri^  tli«sc,  that  dii'  conlm»e<l  lin-  gnze  uncmt- 
HiHoiisly  wlicii  the  Atibot  tMmv<l  his  wnrdiiog 
glance  upon  hi^nelf;  nor  was  it  till  hit  proud  tjt 
fell  before  the  steclfiist  examiimtioii  of  hew,  thit  | 
she  beaune  iiwnre  of  lii«  luiviiig  rcin»rke<l  Im. 

If  she  had  <li«cotieiTted  hitn,  it  wubiitfcrtj 
moment;  for  he  proceeded  to  fulfil  tlie  duriettJj 
a  courteous  liost  »nlh  grare  but  graceful  piiliie- 
nesB.  No  conversation,  howerer,  took  pbic*  U  i 
table,  excepting  between  tie  two  Buperioni;  aM  , 
till*  chiefly  on  topics  of  businew  eonnected  'lA  | 
the  churdi. 

"  Have  you  heard  fuMli^r,  my  lord,  of  I 
<]ue«tion  reKpeetini;  llie  nuns  of  the  good  Jf 
al  Rarenim?" 

'■Only  tlius  much,   holy   mother,   tliat  ih 
visitor  is  not  considered  competent  to  decidrM^ 
Slid  that  »  convoeatioii   of  aa   many  suf 
throughout  the  »late  of  tlie  cliurch,  as  can 
prex'uited  on  to  nlienil,  ts  to  be  ItoMen  at  Rar 
©II  the  tenth  of  next  month." 

*'  I(  is  not  often,  ns  your  lordship  know*," 
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I>b«ss,  "  Uut  I  obey  these  rc<)iiuitionfl ; 

ki  I  iliiiik  1  do  more  good  ky  rcinainiiiff  within 

^  ndls  of  my  own  conwiit — but  on  this  occa- 

iital  shall  attend,  for  I  foci  mudi  intereHt  in 

Ibt  deeinoiu" 

Itdnncml  tbat  m  thv  Abl>e«B  said  thb,  the 
*ya  of  Juliet  werv  ugain  lixcfl  on  tbe  Euce  of 
Indorc ;  and  «hr  olwi-rrcd  a  smilo  of  romnrtuibley 
UpreiNon,  Uii>u|i;h  to  her  perfectly  umntelligibte 
fn  bis  lips :  but  it  passed  in  b  moment,  for 
^n  ht  raised  Lis  head  from  the  bow,  by  which 
'tJow  be  Ikad  replied  to  the  speech  of  the  Abbeai. 
■H  trace  of  it  wds  gone. 

The  Abbot  liad  t^d  the  Count's  letter  on  lii« 
triple  witliout  readutj^  it,  but  he  now  testified  hi.-> 
htovM  in  his  former  puptl,  by  inquiring  for  hk 
mlth,  and  tliat  of  UU  wn  ;  after  expreMung  his 
HJaGution  at  tbe  Givouralile  answer,  be  eon> 
fiued: — ■ 

"The  convent  of  tlio  Santa  Croce  is  erer  the 
■bject  of  the  Couni'H  pious  munificence,  I  hope  ?' 
"  1  bare  every  reason  to  believe  so,  my  lord," 
Itplied  the  Abbewi,  **  his  present  confessor  is  ii 
n  of  the  community." 
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"  Tbey  Iinvc  some  i^miiiriitly  pious  m«n  i 
t>ipin, — tlicrc  is  oiic  iii  particulur.   tlie  broti 
Dominic,  whu  is  an  honour  to   his   jirofcssifi 
l)o  you  chojioe  to  know,  liuly  mother,  if  my  lord, 
your  brother,  be  much  acqiuuiitcd  with  him?" 

"  1  did  not  h«ir  liini  nitniod,  my  lord." 

"  'I'hcn    you    liave    never    seen    hittif 
mother  ?" 

"  Never." 

Hero  the  conversation  rested  for  some  miuu( 
but  the  Abbess  revived  it  by  saying : — 

*'  A  confessor  of  course,  was  with  my  child 
yesterday ;  can  you  tell  me,  my  4ord,   how 
fure»  witli  the  daughter  who  lias  m>  kitely  joint 
n»  ?— «i8t«r  Ciunilla,  I  mean — I  greatly  fear  1 
hcullhis  fiiiling." 

Juliet  wat  tupin  (drawn  by  curio«ity  too 
erful   to  resist)  wimostly  watching  the  count 
nanctf  of  the  Abbot,  aii<I  again  she  vas 
by  the  effect  her  utuit's  words  pnxluced  on  H? 
He  almost  started  as  slic  uttered  the  name  of 
the  nun;    but,  after  a  moment,  replied  in    fait 
usoal  placid  tone,  that  Father  Simione  had  iko^ 
mentioned  the  state  of  her  health. 
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*<  I,  too,  tliouglit  she  looki-Kl  <k-licate,"  he  coit- 

■  tioued, —  "  but  slic  uppcan  a  ]>touH  luid  obedient 
niin.  Wiiat  hitrc  you  fuuti<I  hvr,  rmM  holy 
molWr,  in  tlwwc  more  important  r*>*]n?cts  ?*' 

"  Evcr^'  tiling  tluit  I  coultl  WKsIt,  my  lord." 
leplinl  GeralclJiKs  niniostly ;  *'s1ip  is  an  amiabli* 
uiHmoiM  imcrestiiig  woman,  and  I  trust  our  fine 
^311,  itnd  our  tOJMJt-r  csirc  for  livr,  wilt  cro  long 
ffwre  her  liMilili." 

The  Abbew  now  row   from   the  table,  uiul 

■tukinf;  her  <itat«ly   entertainer  for   hia   Iion- 

pioilily,  Rtgidlied  Iter  wihIi  to  proceed  on  her 

jmraey.     Tlte  party  re-entered  tlie  sittinpr-mom, 

ind  the  Abl>ot  «ouii(le<l  a  sntidl  nilvt'r  t>ell,  wliicli 

Ititood  on  ih«  table.  It  was  immediately  an- 
itwered  by  the  apjieanuicc  of  a  monk  at  tlw 
door.     The  inquiry — 

■'  Arc  dte  attendants  of  (lie  Abbevt  of  Hant' 

■  CatherinaV  in  readiiiem  ?"  wa»  anHwered  in  [he 
affinnatire. 

A  twlemn  "  Benedicite !"  wa«  miered  by  tbe 
Abbot»  and  tbe  closely  veiled  group  departwJ, 
fcdlovred  as  betorc  by  Juliet. 

In  the  ante-room  she  found  her  page;  hia 
i>2 
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tDerr>'  eye  sought  hvr«,  .ia  if  h«  ha<l  mudi  t»  tpll ; 
but  n  reproving  g^anco  Rent  liim  ftxNn  Iht  Mulet 
and  as  she  paiisccl  with  a  light  mid  jo^-fal  fi(f  I 
throiigli  the  htitvd  gnto-wiiy,  nhv  saw  him  Unldii] 
hcT  mtde  by  the  rain,  with  nil  tli4>  impor 
gravity  of  office.  As  the  Abbess  rode  trithi 
slow  and  stalely  pace,  Morg«ntc  continiirtl  ■] 
walk  by  [he  aide  of  his  miatress ;  ai]d  as  mod  m| 
they  had  turned  n  oamer  of  tlie  rcuul,  wlucli  lowl 
them  completely  out  of  night  of  the  coov 
g«tef«,  he  drew  from  hit  bosom  a  glove,  whicli  \» 
held  lip  to  her,  sayuig — 

"  Did  you  ever  see  a  glove  like  that 
Signora?" 

Jtdiet  stooped  forward,  and  took  (he  glove  in  I 
hand, — she  recollected  it  inunedialely,  am!  mid 

"  It  is  the  glove  my  aunt  fouitd  in  the  wood  i 
Albano,  Moigante. — Why  did  you  uot  find 
owner  of  it,  as  she  told  you  to  do  ?" 

•<  BecaUHe  the  owner  was  not  in  the 
Sigiwra,  and  the  Lady  Abbess  g«\-e  ne  no 
orders  to  seek  for  hini,  out  nf  iL     But  y< 
quite  mistaken,  Sign<ffa ;  tliis  is  not  tlie  glc 
Abbess  gave  me." 
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en  it  bt  the  fi-Uow  to  it,  Morgante — 
vhne  liid  you  find  tt  ?" 

"  Even  ui  tliat  lioly  mansion  yondei  tJutt  wi> 
laTe)iHt  quitted ;  I  suw  it  tyiii^oii  the  n-indftw- 
MU  of  a  room  wiiorv  tltc  pious  gentry  voucli- 
■ftd  OS  some  food ;  I  knew  tlic  reverend  em- 
bioiiltTy  the  iiistuiit  I  looked  on  it ;  and  as  1 
b)tw  one  glore  was  wortb  notbiiig — wbvt  )'oii 
bow,  Signora,  I  took  notliing  when  I  conlrive<l, 
•yie  peering  out  of  the  dark  ca«cmentf  to 
llnut  lltts  into  my  Iiosom." 

"  You  were  wrong  to  take  it,  boy !  nevertl>e- 
ht,"  laid  Lady  Juliet,  [)iisliing  foruard  Iier 
Qhite  to  reach  l)ie  side  of  her  aunt ;  and  as  hoou 
<s  At  had  overtaken  lier,  she  put  t}ic  glove  into 
ker  hand. 

It  w»»  wane  time  before  the  Abbess  recol- 
lected tlie  circuntittance  of  having  found  a  giove, 
ind  when  she  did,  she  was  by  no  meanti  able  to 
iilciuify  its  fellow. 

"I  cannot  say  that  tlie  gloves  may  not  l)c  alike, 
m  dear  cliild,"  said  she,  "  for  in  truth  1  know 
'%  M  accurately  t»  you  Mem  to  do,  the  colour 
ud  onuments  of  the  oiie  1  gave  your  page ;  but 
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I  tltiiik  you  will  find  you  hit  inistaltcn,  if  Morgant 
iia»  Htill  tlic  mojiiiH  uf  ifunpfiriiig  the  two  tof^irthcr.^ 

"  Yes,  1  have,  holy  motIu*r,"  ssuil  tin;  boy,  wl 
was  still  cloi^c  to  Jiilivt's  «idr,  "  I  luire  the  ffUd 
to  this  glove  piivkcd  uwiiy  mffly  nith  my 
jacket ;  I  thought  it  too  jtrctty  to  be  lu>;t, 
there  wan  iio  one  in  the  castle  who  would  own  iu^ 

"  Did  you  *liow  it  to  the  monks  who  ac 
paiiied  mc  from  St.  Andrea's,  Mot^ante  ? 
you  found  it  there,  I  have  little  doubt  that 
belongs  to  one  of  them." 

'*  No,  holy  inutlier,  indeed  it  docs  not ; 
they  not  only  told  me  it  did  not  belong  to  the 
but  (uldcd,  one  and  all  of  tbem,  tlial  such 
Hilk  embroidery  Huited  not  the  lowly  and  pic 
brethren  of  St.  Aiidn-a's." 

"  Then  I  confess,"  replied  tlie  Abbess,  "  i 
am  quite  unable  toexplain  the  m%>ster}-;  uiid^mc 
over,  am  Kady  to  allow,  wliich  is  what  Juliet : 
you  want  me  to  do, — that  it  really  is  one." 

Tlie  lofty  and  extenave  walls  of  Sant* 
Cutherina's  wer«  soon  in  sight ;  and  as  her  aunt 
wait  silent,  Juliet  oeeupied  herself  in  trying 
siiulyiHt  her  own  feelings  as  she  approacKed 
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li  wM  not  msy  lo  ilo  so ;  Imt,  perlia))!).  ciiriouty 
«H  tliat  wliicb  {>r<Hlitintttati><l. 

It  Wiut  not  tl*al  a  convent  n-ae  new  to  her ;  slie 
Iml  poKH-i)  Hi^rera)  yean  in  one :  but  tliis  cir- 
omvitaiicc  ti'iide*!  rather  ta  increase  than  <Unu- 
"wli  her  curiosity.  She  knew  perfectly  well 
W  an  akhesH  ruled,  and  how  nuns  and  novic«a 
•^vd;  but  then  it  was  a  catholic  abbess,  pre- 
iiding  over  an  institutiMi.  fuutided  on  ber  own 
principlen;  Iter  aunt  bad  declared  liewelfapro- 
iL  Httvr  ouuh)  ihU  be  ? 
Juliet  knew  little  of  controvetsy ;  but  ijt  thoee 
lyi  it  ww(  impossible  to  live  cither  in  a  convent, 
out  of  it,  witlioiit  hearijig,  almoet  dailvi  tiial  the 
whole  Cbriittian  world  were  at  deadly  baue  upon 
be  subject  of  rclii^iou. 

L   Catholic*  and  prote&lants,   or  rather,  in  the 

phraseology  to  which  she  was  accustomed,  the 

true  churdi  and  the  heretics,  were  waging  a  war 

together,  more  stetlfaAt  in  hate,  and  more  savagely 

cruel  in  tactics,  than  hud  ever  before  desolated  the 

Yet  her  noble  aunt  wa<t  both  a  faithful  pro- 

t,  and  a  most   estccnw<i  Abbess. — Again 

let  intemiUly  exclaimed — "  How  can  this  be  ?' 
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luiH'Hi-'rvii  ucviijwuuii  ui  iiri  I'wii  uiii 
full  oiijuyiiUMit  of  luiturr,  t«  thp  forn 
uiivuryiiig,  rouliiu-  of  u  convent,  ther 
of  wlitcli  wits  80  liatfful  to  Iter — she 
gt»vt,  M  lost  ill  tliMif^lit,  eaid  so  perfe^ 
her  gny  younfj^  self,  that  tli«  Abb«< 
watched  her  descending  from  Iter  i 
startled  by  her  altered  looks,  anil  rw 
almost  in  her  amut,  with  an  eanieat^ 
KJiefeit  unwell.  The  look,  tlie  voice' 
dine,  at  once  {iroduced  tlieir  woiiled  eff 
again  forgot  erer)'  thing,  but  tliat  she  wi 
and  stepped  furwimt,  un<U'r  the  dark  a 
not  gaily,  at  leawt  with  tlie  sootlung  coii 
of  dei)ending  for  proti'ctiwn  njion  tlie  pi 
wliom  olie  most  wished  to  receire  it. 
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tend  nam  btoiu  le  ctcai  Mia,  mw  droiM  ptrli  dp  tout. 
"  M  (c  toume  m  pUUn. 

I.  J.  Bouituv. 


TsE  Abbms  and  her    trun  hml  •carmty  left 

m  oMiv^rnt  of  St.  Andrea,  wlien   Isidore  sliut 

uBKlf  iuto  liw  Htiidy,  and  n-rotc  the  following 

Wer. 

"  From  Isidore  llnrtoiic  to  Dominic  di  Pino. 

"  Witbin   an   hour  aiW  your   dcparturo  she 

urircd.     You  profcwtu  feci  yourself  luider  obli- 

^tions  to  me,  di   Pino,  nnd  have  erer  shown  a 

ntottf^  Awne  to   ucquit  yotireelf  of  tbem. — Be 

Mtfafied — you    bav«   over-pwd    tbem    a   thou- 
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RantUfold.  Had  the  act  which  savwl  your  ; 
froin  llic  powpr  of  the  law,  been  ucliicvrd  by 
the  loss  of  both  mine  eyes,  stall  should  1  saj- — 
you  have  over-paid  it.  At  Wt,  I  have  her  theib , 
I  breatlie  more  freely  sis  I  wriiv  tlie  wonts. 

"  Can  yoti  not  fiuicy,  iny  di  Phiu,  the  fuvl 
with  wliich  1  watched  thr  smooth  und  polished 
lmu);htuiGss  of  this  woinnn  ?     That  mr  of  qnkH 
fimily-rootod  pou'cr,  which  u.«ed  to  act  itjNtii  mjr 
biiriiiiifj;  hiitri'd,  like  oil  upon  flame,  now — ifa: 
knew,  il  ttrttori'd  t»  its  fiill,  was  swwt  to  mv,  as 
cooling  draiig^lil  to  the  thint^J'  tniveller.     At  last  I 
hare  her.  liut  tliLt  ^\r\,  tliis  Juliet  is  come  with 
What  dues  tliis  mean?    ixmie  ^altering 
of  purpose  ?  But  it  matters  not — I  hurc  her 
— It  is  another  egg  of  the  viper  lliut  Muagf 
8o  hntefiiUy  like  loo !   But— it  shall  he 
All  tliat  1  ask,  of  the  God  whom  I  have  semd 
in  fastin|rs,  in  vi^ls  and  in  scourglugs,  all  that  I 
ask  in  life— till  tliat  aecureixl  niec  have  felt  my 
strenjrlli,  beyond  their  power  to  seom  it ! 

"]  aiQ  doubly  siireof  her,  di  Pino.     Witli 
and  pentcvenmce  that  might  suffice  to  win 


THE  AB8CHS. 


a 


^PPte,    I   bave  succcc<lv<l  in  jtlucing   CaniilU 

fOrganio  In  Iter  hands Did  1  tetl  you  lltp 

Unary  of  that  girl?  You  have  so  bewildcrett  my 
<o^r  inU'llfcU  hy  the  bappineiis  tbe  unacctu)- 
loioed  Inppiiiess  you  have  hratowed  on  me.  my 
diPino,  that  in  truth  I  ki)ow  not 
"The  facta  are  those. 

"  A  yonnj^  and  noble  gentleman  of  Rome,  by 
tOat  Ceoario  di  Mondello,  was  chosen  by  tbe 
tuduial  Rirnlta  as  tbe  liatttand  (if  hu  niece. 
Vou  kuaw-,  I  belie>-e,  how  near  and  dear  thiii 
nittt  u  to  her  uncle.  Olarin  lliraitu  Utvetl 
Uondello,  aikl  the  cwdinaJ  aiiitoiinccd  to  the 
fwng  man,  bio  bu)i)>ine«s;  but,  to  bi»  tuispoaU- 
dde  n^,  it  vni*  dedinc<l. 

"  Otaria,  who  with  tl>e  figure  of  an  angel  in 
•ill  to  have  the  heart  of  a  fin^.  watched  lum, 
ftood  out  thai  be  liaunted  the  house  of  one  Ftlippo 
fOiganio,  who  luid  a  lovely  daughteif  and  net 
It  work,  1  know  not  how  muny  feminine  iii- 
irigues,  to  make  tbia  girl  a  nun.  It  i^  quite 
iw«fUefla  to  follow  these,  tbrougli  nil  llirir 
nindings;  it  ia  enoi^i  to  know  tliat  the  rar- 
b2 
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ditial'H  power  and  hts  nivce's  vcngcancv  itcKi«i 
thdr  ubjvct,  tliat  Cnmilln  d'Orgunio  n-as  ptocwd 
ill  the  convent  of  St.   Url)«no,  At   Itom(> — aoA 
profeKied.      Pmfussed,   oSs^rve;    of  tlint  thne 
i)  sufficient  rcconl.     MoiHlello   wiu   furioiw,— 
declared  tliat  slie  vra«  already  bit  wife,  defied 
tlie   cardinal   opetdy,    and   was   banished  from 
Home.     He  found  the  meanit,  liowcvtrr,  of  cm»> 
trivtn^  a  plan  of  e§cape  for  Camilla,  whicli  «» 
nil    but    succewful;    idi«    wm    recofrniscd   W 
i>iccur«d   in   a    Iioiwe   where  »he    had  vMrewd 
herwlf,  At  the  disinnce  of  a  hiindn-d  yaribi  &«■ 
her  convent,  three  <l»y)i  after  itlie  bud  <|uiltri 
it.     The  mipTior  refiM-d  to  receive  beri^>Mi: 
and  her  fiitlier,  who  had  secured  the  frinidiUp 
of  Caritiiuil   Uivalta  by  luatijr  »I1  bin  i>nvrer  It 
place  lite  girl  in  a  cloisler,  obtained  her  paita 
tliroufrb  libi  iuflueiiee,  witli  a  prtnnw  dial  tk 
whole  bniiine^M  should  be  concealed,  aihl  adni*- 
siun  obtained  for  her  in  some  respectable  oon- 
vent  at  a  distance.     Hivalta  sent  to  me,  ittlug 
llw  factR,  and  desiring  me  to  ncek  some  phee 
for  her  reception.     lie  added,  in  liis  light  my, 
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if  tlte   lady  proved   wilb  cliibi,   the  lioljr 

ffiteritood  mi^ht  hare  the  nursing  it.  WlitMbcr 

lUs  were  B  vacrv  idle  jest,  or  thai  be  Itad  M>ine 

indmadon  of  the  tnitli,   I   know   aot.     It  niM 

vnou^b  for   me,   that   the   thing  was   pos»ble : 

ud  1  detcrmiiifd  tluit  the  blot  should  fall  u]>uii 

the  innMeul*t«  community  of  Sunt'  CutheriiinN; 

wtsiii  dtat  if  it  did  lall,   our  catholic  Abbcwi 

•Dulii  find  it  <liffivult  to  uct  the  part  that  woiihl 

IraM^ed  her  in  such  a  drama.     Now,  should 

>ke  Aiiicfa,  di  Pino. — The  girl  is  arrited  there — 

^ione  bus  confttHcd  her,  but  ieomt  notbiii]^ 

from    liCT.      StJiUigc    whi»j»cr*    are,    Iiowevcr, 

iWady  afloat  among  her  companions,   an<l   it 

a  probable  that  the  true  faith  may  soon  receive 

tlwr   wholesome  stimulativa   of  a  Retpiiirsral  in 

fHte.     These  things  always  do  good ;   they  act 

iqwa    the  churcli  as   bitter  drugs  do  on   the 

body :    they  purge  the  foul  humours  generaled 

by  torpid  indifference,  and  refresh  tlie  healtliful 

current  i>f  t)ie  blood. 

,    "  OitT  suntly  Abbess  will  doubtless  hear  of  tlus, 

ftnm  some  of  her  welUlitteipUned  flock,  before 


site  sleeps  Has  ni^liL     On  Motxlay  her  precious 
niece  is  to  receive  bom  me  (he  habit  of  a  name 
— ^nd  then — siiould  slie  nol,  as  io  duty  boiuMl, 
suil  by  tlie  pusitire  laws  of  onuventual  diaripUnr 
comaiaiided,  ^louM  site   not   cotRiniinicme   the 
report  to  me — we  may  pretty  well  guvttt  whst 
will  follow.     1  liai'e  Iter,  dt   Pino,  and   I  will 
hold  ker  in  ray  ^pe,  till  she  ^Jiall  txaiav  to  fae^ 
Then-— slialt  I  not  agnin  liave   my   foot'  upon 
tlie  neck  of  my  enemy  ?     He  still  lirtM,  tW 
^i-ri-tdied  heretic,  whose  accuned   pen  robbtd 
tue  of  tlie  Jair  preferment  which  my  zetd  U 
woiu     It  was  wiihin  my  ^tasp,  and  he  tore  il 
from  mr. 

*'  Farewell,  my  friend )  be  ready  with  yw 
evidence  when  I  send  for  you:  ahe  sliall  b* 
overwhelmed — buried  a  ihouauid  &lbmn  dtp 
under  the  damnin|f  proofs  of  her  accumulaHil 
guilt.  Let  none  at  the  Santa  L'roce  know  tkl 
your  short  al>M^nce  was  other  tliati  a  pilgrfau^ 
It  was  a  pilgrimage,  di  Pino,  a  holy  pilgriooi^. 
Should  I  ever  reach  the  station  it  has  brcii  the 
object  of  my  life  lu  obtain-— this  btuiacai  will 
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mall  my  name  to  tbem,  dl   Pino.     ntiat«v«r 

loppens   to   me think   not   that    my  ttoaj'a 

IneiMl  iJiall  )>e  for^tlcn. 

»  Tliinc  iu  tlw  fiiith  of  Christ, 

"  IsiUOIl£    liAllTUKE." 

While  her  enemy  vms  thiu  m<ilitntin^  )ier 

toaetion,    OeraJduio    d'Albano    fell    liorself 

bppier  than  ftli«  liatt   been   for  many  yean, 

V  Aaa,  ouly  a  few  <l»y8  before,  islie  had  ever 

^wd  lo   be  again.     E^vry  look,   errry  vroni 

of  Juliet,  tipoko  tlic  most  devoted  aifrction  tnr 

ber,  Aiid  the  hope  of  planting  hvr  from  koitww, 

bboiiriiig    for    her   liappitu-ss,    and    fiiuitly    of 

ensuring   it  in    the  way  div    herself   desired, 

6Iled   her  heart  with  gladtiesn.     She  was  now 

retaming    to    duties    which,     tlunigb    alwitya 

punctually    fulfiUcd,    had    often    been    tedioiw 

ftnd   irkrame;  but  now  she  ihotight  site  nlwuld 

feel  them  »o,  no  longer ;  and  ta  slie  led  her 

younjr  niee«   into  her  home,  all  that  had  ever 

made  it  a  {tainful  one  to  Iter,  seemed  clmiig«^d, 

or  utterly  forgotten. 
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T1)C  &nt  tiling  lliat  struck  tlie  youii^  nmneo. 
wafl  tli«  ap;)eaniR<H'  of  imivprsal  ])lcii»urr  ta  tiif 
return  of  ilie  superior.  It  was  exprfwrd,  buie- 
vrcr,  by  vi^ry  little  of  uulnanl  <!emon<itnuii>n. 
The  AIiIm-w  parted  oiiwrard  l«  lirr  piirloiir,  nnil 
outeidc  t!ic  door  of  this  nwm  u  larp-  [mrty  of 
the  nuns  wus  amcmblcH,  irvUlcntly  for  the  Ml» 
&c-tiaii  of  getting  u  look  sx  the  Abbvtn  n  iW 
puwed.  Tliat  tliut  wua  really  the  nwtire,  «» 
ritowii  by  many  phnues,  which  mvt  her  far,  as 
she  followed. 

"  The  B^nts  blow  her!" 

«<  How  well  «bc  loolu." 

"  Thank  Ood  1  we  bare  her  safe  agdn,' 
tlie  like. 

Gi.Taldtnc  piuMrd  throii^i  them,  with  a 
of  smiling  kiiidnow,  which  seeine<i  intended  lor 
iiU ;  for  she  disttii^ii.--lu<d  none  by  any  piarticukr 
salutation.  'I'hiH  kiiiiliims  too,  was  mixwl  with 
an  air  of  dimity,  wbicli,  lliough  it  did  turtH 
amount  to  hMti^litiiK'wt,  was,  at  least,  equally 
diMniit  from  fiuniliar  iiilitnacy.  Every  otn 
however,   i^ptiircd    satisfiH,   w>d   never 
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"golilen  opinions"  more  legible,  tlian  tlioee 
'tiicli  Juliet  now  read  in  tlie  Duroeroai  eyes  thM 
ifK  lixeit  upon  lier  aunt. 

As  the  AbbciM  entered  tlie  room,  Juliet 
lookHl  hack  at  tlie  crowd  of  nuns,  to  see  if 
uy  at  tliem  were  about  lo  follow,  but  perceived 
tliiit,  W'ing  lost  sight  of  their  superior,  nil  their 
llnilion  was  now  turned  to  tlie  four  companioii<t 
<d  her  excursion.  Each  of  these  was  inunedt- 
ittly  surrounded  by  a  set  of  her  pmrticulnr  inti- 
vuin,  and  thus  the\'  moved  off  in  four  distiiM 
Iwdii.'s,  to  enjoy  the  mutual  luxury  of  telling  and 
bearing  all  the  miniature  events  which  had 
occurred  since  they  parted.  In  this  iutercourw. 
Iiowcver,  the  travellers  were  naturally  the  first 
■pmkeni;  they  considered  this  as  their  right. 
ind  it  nad«  no  tridliig  part  of  the  advantage 
•iucli  accnied  lo  them,  from  the  envied  diMtiiio- 
tion  cunfeired  by  the  expediliou  to  Albano. 

But  when  this  first  tribute  to  the  imi>ortanee 
ot  fore^;ii  wondexa  liad  been  paid,  tlie  other 
|PBrty  grew  important  in  their  turn :  for  tlioy  hud 
news  to  teil  of  evente  within  the  cloistwr,  at  leswl 

L 


oquftl   in   iiitorest  to  aiiy  tlint  were  reoouiitcil 
froiH  without.  J 

Of  tlu-sc  we  hIuiII  hear  wlteii  iliej-  roach  ike 
AbbffM,  for  we  miM  iiQwnrturn  to  (iit.  I^Ia^nii^ 
^vrti  tliM  fir>it  gltuiec  of  luitural  curii>«ity  tu 
those  who  were,  for  a  time,  to  t>e  Ut  vatn{i^ 
nioiis,  Juliet  followed  her  aunt  into  the  jpw> 
lour. 

Hereafi^in  iJte  saw  n>any  iDdicatioiis  tlwl 
roturn  of  the  AbbcM  wiu  wdcoue.  Sevc 
little  jam,  filled  with  the  choieost  flowers,  wen 
plai-ed  ill  different  parts  of  the  rooiu  ; — dia^ 
aJiades  (>f  the  c».sentents  were  carefully  amuigetL 
an<l  at  cute  of  ibeni  was  placed  a  chair  iuul  foot> 
Alool,  with  a  table  be^iide  tliein,  «in  wiiieh  wrr« 
Bprend  Bgit,  i^pes,  and  mull>erries,  in  little 
bnAketK,  formed  by  their  uwn  fre«hly-^thrred 
learc*.  Ute  ajULrttnout  was  cool  and  fmgruilt 
and  the  fotid  welcotne  ithe  nx-civitl  from  the 
noble  rcclii»e,  as  she  entered,  would  h«ve  ni^ 
a  less  aj;reeid)le  retrmt  appear  deltgliiful  le 
JnlieL 

"  Kind  Huuls !"  exclaimed  tlie  Abbess, 
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m^  to  the  prett}'  prepnrarian  far  her  amval ;— - 
"  t'lowera  aiid  truit  are  fuTnLOiMl  by  otir  fptt- 
itm,  Juliet ;  and  tbey  ore  luxuriei4  wliidi  my 
ninn  kiMw  I  prize.  I  Houbt  not,"  abe  nniiinuf d, 
|4iiii|r  ■  cbair  for  Juliet  IteNide  Iier  own,  niwi 
jpnidy  puding  the  £rail  baoketn  lowanU  lier, — 
"  I  ilotibt  not,  but  that  every  onv  of  tlto  voninm- 
■il^  hH  aiusted  to  xvt  fortli  this  liltlp  tabli-,  uiid 
txlmmite  my  room ;  siittor  Agatlia  pluitod  iIk-m* 
buiAni  Mitli  tcndrilti  of  the  rinc ;  Diilippe  w-ot** 
^v  lioiianis  iritL  the  yottng  Ichvm  of  the  olirr ; 
Ron  ami  Teresa  have  twisted  tlie  sides  togetlirr 
■bin  cln'erly :  aiul  alt  the  rest  bare,  I  nil)  an- 
»Wr  for  it,  been  rooming  through  tlie  gurdcns. 
diitt  daY-break,  hi  piek  llie  finest  fruit,  and  lu 
pther  all  thui  vrorkl  of  flowers." 

*'  "I"hey  love  you,"  said  Juliet ; — "  How  rsisy 
ii  it  to  reafl  that,  in  all  llieir  little  labours : — tuitl 
*ho  was  it  arranged  these  fluwen*  f- — 1  nei'rr  saw 
bcuqueu)  so  jrraoefut,  and  m>  much  out  of  (be 
tmnmoti  way," 

'-  Ah !  tltOAe  were  placed,  I  am  sore,  hy  my 
pour  C'aniilL-i.     I  hmve  alrKuly  leiinit  (u  kiiuw 
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h«r    light,   wavy,    di'litntc    bouqtH.t»   from  all 
otbers. 

"  Y<nir  ]>oorCuDilla?  aiul  who  is  that?" 

'<  Shp  u  the  iiiin  wlio  hits  l&tcly  joined  ta; 
you  heard  me  inqnirc  fur  her,  of  the  Ablxtt ;  »he 
appears  ill,  aiid  unhappy ;  nevertheless,  there  it 
Bomcthtog  peculiarly  pleustng  about  her:  yoD 
must  cultivate  her  acquaintance,  Juliet ;  I  may 
not  cUstiiigiiifth  any  one,  by  paying  ilvem  iwrlw 
cular  attention ;  but  you  are  not  so  rcHtrainnl, 
and  1  hope  you  may  win  her  frientkship,  and  be 
a  comfort  to  her;  but  rvmi-mbcr  this  can  only 
be  through  your  own  attention  und  kindnere  lo 
her ; — were  I  to  prvscut  her  purtimhirly  to  my 
niece,  lis  bcr  future  friend,  1  should  draw  down 
upon  her  more  j<>alousy,  tluui  any  nfivction  &g^^ 
either  of  us  could  eiwily  atone  for."  ^^^| 

*'  I  hope  I  may  find  her  willing  lo  receive  nw 
wi  a  friend,"  replied  Juliet  J  "  I,  on  my  jwrt,  am 
willing  to  give  her  all  tlie  lore  1  can  sjiiire  fmai 
you.— But  why  mat/  you  not  distiagiiish  hft 
younelf,  if  you  tliink  she  dewrves  it  ?" 

Gcrnldine  smiled  at  thv  question. 
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"YoQ  liavc  aevft  been  lui  abbess — nor  a 
ijuwn,  Juliet,  or  you  would  not  oi-k  tliis." 

"  Olt,  what  u  life  for  ymt !"  exclaimed  Juliet; 
"imi  have  then  lived  ivitliuut  a  companion,  aud 
ntbout  a  frivnd  'f 

"  MoBt  surely  I  have,  in  your  setue  of  the 
ntA,"  replied  the  Abbess,  "  and  tliis  lias,  iitdced, 
been  my  only  real  sorrow.  The  world,  as  it  is 
alN,  1  Dcrer  knew — and  could,  therefore, 
Ndy  determine  to  foi^et  its  name — but  die 
RHiYcnatians,  the  readings,  the  reasoiuiigs,  with 

oy  mother .     Every   year  that  has  passed 

aiiOt  I  lost  (Item,  has  only  taught  me  to  prize 

WB  more.     But  do  not  look  at  me  so  pitifully, 

dotrat; — I  have  fouud  her  again  in  you.     You 

ire  an  extraionlinar)-  girl,  JuUet,  considering  the 

tcantj-  advantages  you  have  had — but  my  mo- 

■Wa  spirit  is  in  your  eyes — and  it  will  be 

Mnnge,  If  in  the  ample  leisure  of  tlits  «till 

retreat,  you  do  not  learn  to  feel  and  think  b« 

^did." 

At  thu  moment  the  door  opened,  and  a  vi^led 


head  appeared  at  it;    but  it  vnu  imin«lttU'ly 
witlidnivni,  aiid  tlie  door  closed. 

"  Surely,  tliat  vras  sister  Agutlta — run,  Juliet 
uiicl  TPi'ull  li«r.  ahe  must  bave  sonvetbin^  mm 
tliaii  comniuii  to  vomrnunicale,  or  she  would  u* 
cxnnt^  tliux,  witliout  n  sununoiis." 

Juliut  obi.'y«d,  an<)  |nv«cntly  rv-turueil  vilh 
the  nun,  wlio  vnw  a  pUwiiiig- looking  wonM 
ubout  liirty. 

"You  urv  r>i^i|rcd,  tU'iir  motlier?"  she  aM, 
pausing  at  the  iUmt. 

"  Not  so,  but  tlial  I  can  rweive  you,  my 
daughter,"  replied  the  Abbess.  "  Do  you  MS* 
to  spcnk  to  me,  sUlcr  Agatha?" 

**  When  you  arc  alone,  holy  uioUier." 

"  Call  liitlier  the  mother  of  the  novices  drfft 
sister  Agatlta,  and  ^le  shall  lend  inj'  niece  t«  btf 
cell.  Return  with  her — and  I  will  then  f[ini 
with  you." 

Ute  nun  left  the  room  to  olwy. 

**  1  fear  I  sliall  he  n  good  ilool  occiipie<l.' 
Mate  iliiys,  Juliet,  in   iiearing  from  the 
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inuH,  all  that  hm  puBed  in  my  nbspncp.  Tliis 
mutt  be  submiUiHl  to — tliuii>r)i  it  is  not  probable 
thiU  Uiey  bate  luiy  tltiti^  mure  important  to 
!<^tbCf  tluu  bow  many  fluwcrs  sulcr  jVnnc  baa 
odinUered  on  tlio  ultur-dotli^-or  bow  many 
karai  taller  Mat^eretic  has  taken  in  flinging, 
liui  if  I  (lid  not  listen  to  all  this,  with  i»  much 
HtoliaB  a»  the  Duge  hears  a  re[K>Tl  from  the 
^nate,  1  sJiould  mmii  Iimc  my  authority  and  my 
■^otttioii." 

"  Would  to  God  you  Imd  an  occupation  more 
"onliy  of  you,"  said  Juliet,  embracing  her. 
"  1  xhall  have  such  now,"  returned  Oeraldinc, 

clwcrfuUy.      "Itave  1  not  that  dear  head   to 

"deur  of  a  world  of  time-staincd  rubbish,  which 

W  been  carefully  laid  up  in  it,  in  lieu  of  pure 

gold? — but  here  they  com«." 
The  countenunev  of  the  Abbess  resumed  !tB 

wonted  look  of  cold,  but  gentle  gnivity,  «.•*  they 

enteretL 
An  elderly  nun,  with  a  lively  eye,  cikI  much 

bustling  activity  in   her   maimer,   now  «ccoro- 

])anicd  sister  Agatha  to  the  parlour. 
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«  GockI  day,  KtMcv  Mareella,"  nict  the  npc 
rior,  "  I  have  brought  you  a  nevr  novice,  Ui  m 
niece.  Let  her  Iwvc  the  \iiciint  crll,  ui  itit 
corner  where  tlic  iiiiiis'  east  giallery  cKwe 
thut  of  the  tiovicm' — the  cell  iicxt  Mstei  C«- 
millu'e,  1  miwi — I  Liigw  you  will  be  aireful  li 
her  coiDfon." 

'*  The  cell  at  the  corner  of  the  novices'  gal- 
lery, holy  mother  ? iiexl  sister  Camilla's^ 

I'he  two  tiuna  excliaiigetl  glajice*. 

"  Yes,"  aiiNwered  tlie  Abbess.  "It  is  not 
occupied,  u  ttV" 

"  No,  holy  mother." 

*'  TlicD  leud  Diy  niece  to  iL     It  looks  i 
garden.  Juliet, — and   you  will   see   6owrt^  m 
beautiful  a»  iliosc  you  hiirc  lefL"  ^| 

Juliet  only  answered  by  a  rexjiectful  obct*- 
ance,  luid  followe<l  Miucella  out  of  tlie  room.      ■ 

The  young  novict.'  wiw,  o»  vc  have  «aid,  fiunj- 
liar  with  tlie  interior  of  a  convent,  and,  thcr^ 
fore,  felt  no  di»inay  at  (he  gloomy  arched  pi»- 
sages  tUHi  sky^lil  corridors  by  vrhidi  iihu  jwaMd 
to  the  iiuviccA'  gallery.     When  altnoat  arrin 
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at  tli«  floor  of  tbe  little  room  (liat  wtui  deHtined 
(or  her,  she  olM«r>'ed  a  nun  advancing  lovrarda 
tt«n,  vtIm}  drew  her  veil  cJose  orer  her  thee  as 
lllfy  posted. 

Mnm-llu  looked  aftt^r  her  for  a  moment,  and 

ii>tn  drawing  close  to  Juliet  said,  almost  tn  u 

'iiisper— 

"  That  is  sister  CmniUtt." 

Jaliet  imtnediatel)'  turned,  with  ranch  intereei^ 

t>  look  at  her — but  she  had  poMed  quickly,  luid 

W  tall  tiialure  was  all  that  she  could  di^tiii^^utsh. 

On  entering  her  room,  Juliet  found  it  much 

^re  chcerfid  than  site  had  e3q>ected ;  the  «iitc- 

'*li"ni  being  large,  and  opening  upon  a  garden, 

^Itidt,  tlwuf^h  surrounded  on  all  »idea  by  tlic  high 

tMiao»>like  w^Uh  of  tlie  convent  enclosure,  n-us 

.nltful  from  its  profiuion  of  flowenf.     I'hc 

"^rtiote  gnrden  appeared  to  be  laid  out  in  beds 

■    ^lefweted  by  broad  walks;    excepting  whrre, 

tmrards  tJie  north,  a  loAy  grove  of  inulberry- 

Itrtes  seemed  to  offer  shade  and  solitude  to  any 
ncluse  who  might  wish  to  find  tlicm. 
The  Kood-buinoured  and  officious  inotlicr  of  the 
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novices  eulered  tlie  cell  with  her   uevr  {tujiilf 
and  pninieil  out  to  lier,  with  muck  complucency, 
the  preity  ontory,  the  soft  piljinr,  the  pti 
win<tow,  mid  the  general  ne«t  ajipeumncc  of  the 
little  chainhvr. 

"  Are  you  pleased,  my  dear )"  said  the 
Marcella.     "  Is  it  prettier  tluui  ynu  ex]>«ctMl?* 

Juliet  awured  her  that  it  was. 

"  Aiitl  when  are  wc  to  take  the  lialnt?  it 
will  be  the  Ahlwt  liimielf,  I  will  engage,  wh» 
will  g^ve  it  to  us ;  'tis  not  verj-  oftcm  he  doM 
It,- — but  tlic  holy  mother's  own  nieoe— oh 
can  do  no  kn.  I  hope  notliing  will  hap| 
to  dtsappuint  uit ;  that  would  b«  a  pity,  my  dear, 
wouJ<hi'tit?"  I 

Juliet,  who  was  xtill  engaged  in  admiring  the 
garden,  turned  to  give  iwnieiMHt  i»f  answer  to  ihia, 
but  before  she  could  speak,  Marcella  continued — 

**  I  say,  my  dear,  1  wonder  who  will  give  aa 

the  exliorlation  ?   Fra'  Ra»ile  perhaps or 

may  he    Fra'  Simione mayn't  it  ?   Oh,  i 

sliall  IcHik  well  in  the  veil — the  dre»«  will  molte 
leji  times  prettier  tlian  ever." 
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Tlitfe  qo«8tioin,  t-xclumutioas,  and  observa- 
tions, foilowcd  cacli  other  ao  cIcmcIv,  tUut  Juliet 
nhuiiloncf]  the  i<lo  of  rrplyiii^  to  aay  of  tli«tn. 
iihe  Mood  with  her  eyas  fixed  on  the  garden, 
auit  meilitjitiiig,  with  n  dcj^e  of  ecDotioii,  not 
quiu-  suitabU-  tu  the  plaoc  she  wtw  iit,  on  one 
"lu>  slic  thouglit  would  iiot  wi-ll  liko  to  know 
ilut  the  had  gonv,  where  it  would  b«  so  impo*- 
nble  for  liim  lo  follow.  An  she  continued  lo 
Iwk  into  the  garden,  site  recognised  the  same 
IbU  ligare  which  had  passed  them  in  tlie  gallery. 

"  Tbsc  is  sister  Cunilhi,  is  it  not  ?"  said 
■he; 

"  Ym,  ywt,"  wwwcfed  >fnn-ella;  *'  there  «he 
goet,  ulwiiyv  uwler  tliosc  dark  mulberry  trees. 
Our  mother  must  look  after  her,  or  nuAchtef  will 
oeme  of  it." 

"  It  there  any  harm  in  her  walking  there, 
mulM't  Murcella?" 

"  It  i)i  not  for  roe  to  ny,  my  dear ;  she  is  not 
>  Dorioc  you  know." 

"  Are  not  tlu;  nortces  allowed  tlie  range  of 
>lw  garden  ?"  inquired  Jtiliet,  ralher  nlnrined. 


"  The  saiiilH  bless  you,  my  doitr ! — yrs,  to  be 
gurtf  tliey  are — Uie  gnnlen,  and  the  flower*,  wirf 
tlie  fruit  too,  once  a  day." 

"  Only  once  a  day,  motlier  ? — Biay  we  walk 
out  only  once  a  day  ?" 

"  For  walking,  yt^i  l>ut  not  in  the  fruit 
gaidcn — bleas  you.  Carina,  vre  should  nui  have 
B  iig  or  a  grape  left  at  the  end  of  a  month, 
if  you  were  all  sufTered  to  range  at  will,  through 

the  fruit  trees no,  no,  my  dear,  that  would 

never  do." 

"  But  if  that  i<i  alt,  mother  Marcella,  why  do 
you  think  it  bo  wrong  for  sister  Camilla  to  walk 
under  those  trvcs?  ore  you  afraid  »he  should  not 
away  witli  all  tlie  mulberries  f" 

Marcella  laughed  hi-urtlly. 

"  No,  no,  my  dear,  for  a  certainty,  thai 
not  what  I  wim  thinking  of;  but  zitt',  zitto, 
Signoriim — 1  must  not  t**!!  you  quite  every 
thing  citJiiT.  Shall  I  go  and  see  to  have  your 
mailM  and  boxes  brought  up  here,  my  dear? 
you  have  not  brought  tuany  things,  I  »tiii{>ot«  f 
— tliat  woidd  only  be  to  fill  up  the  little  room 
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there  »,  to  no  pufpoM :  for  we  will  hare  the 
Dovioe'N  Iiabtt  ready  in  no  time — if  that's  nil  we 
wait  for." 

Juliet  lonf^ed  to  ^t  rtd  of  bcr,  nni)  rrplieH, 
that  sbp  alionld  be  very  ^Incl  to  luirc  her  luggage 
coiiveyw!  to  Iier  room,  ■ikljiiji— 

"  Is  tliere  any  ubji'ctioitt  good  mother,  to  mf 
Knng  my  pug^  for  a  few-  minulCN?" 

Tlte  old  wonuui  eroMvd  licr«olf,  nnt)  multcrrd 
woilry  rjiiculatioiu. 
"  Yoor  \wgv,  child !  What  a  Soy  ?  a  boy  pt^, 

'^y  cteur! uul    you   horn  and    bred    iii   a 

Clristian  coiiniry — say  nothing  of  a  catholic, 
^y  what  do  you  think  would  bi-come  of  us  all, 
*ui  a  boy  let  to  run  laoM>  about  the  novices' 
gtflery?  Jesu  Maria! — you  arc  ccruuuly  dia- 
trwted,  my  dear." 

Juliet  apologized  for  hcrr  tliotightlofisness,  and 
mid  «he  would  w-alk  down  into  the  garden,  till 
the  AbbesH  should  be  at  leiHure,  when  s)ie  would 
.Idle  to  nee  the  little  boy  in  the  parlour. 

"  That's  all  rery  well,"  replied  the  goosipping 


Martella. — "  Poor  little  fellow !  'ds  but  a  Wby, 
to  be  sure — we  will  take  gtKNl  care  of  liim  among 
m,  never  fear — be  &liall  live  upon  stigar  plums. 
—He  will  liave  to  sleep  at  tfae  {lorter'H  tudf^ii^ 
tw  right  aiul  fitting  he  sboultl — but  we  eider  nixM 
hare  our  privileges — and  be  iiitKt  not !«  ki-pt  at 
the  porter's  loilguigs  all  day.  Sister  Cbtrauj-*  be 
was  breaking  liis  little  heart,  when  you  talked  of 
leaving  bim  bcliind ;  and  sister  l)ealrici>  lelb  a 
most  brautifid  story>  of  bis  b«tng  found  ail  stark 
nakrd.  at  the  foot  of  ^m-  altar,  witb  two  angvls 
stuiiditig  over  him,  to  keep  tlie  coliJ  wind  awa^-, 
witb  tbcir  wiugx — that's  jntit  true — ira't  it*  mf 
dear?  Sure  lie  mvM  he  meant  for someibitijtf  oal 
of  the  common  way — ilon't  you  tbink  so? — Why 
])erba[M,  he  may  live  t4>  be  PofN',  my  dear  ?— 
Or  perhaps  be  will  be  a  martyr  and  a  niat? 
W'li  nil  wiy.  111'  lookx  as  if  be  were  bom  for  tamt 
great  fortune." 

All  thbt  was  uttered,  as  lln-y  pursued  tlii>jr  wvy 
to  the  ganleii.  Having  reached  the  door  tktf 
led  to  il,  Marcella  took  ber  leave,  oiiying,  thai 
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IcMt  spv«n  diouauH)  tilings  to  do 
brfori?  respire,  mod  it  only  wanted  tialf  aii  lioiir 
of  tJi«  tune. 

Juliet  almost  ran  out  tlirou^li  tbv  gunlea  itoor, 
u  vary  was  k)ic  of  Ok  gsbbk'  of  hrr  new  ac- 
quuntance.  On  enti-riiig  the  bugc  wt'U-kc])t 
^cn,  slic  gNvc  otic  gbuic«  of  ap{>rubution  at 
the  brauiifa]  flower  beds,  and  tlieii  turned  iio- 
Dnbiely  lovanls  the  grove  of  mulberry  treeti, 
it(t«nnined  to  loHe  no  time  in  obeying  tlie  n-uL 
^uhruitt  had  ^^xprewed,  tbntsJie  bliou]<!  rolun- 
~W  attaition  and  kindnesH  to  the  melancholy 
(anilhi. 

HfT  wbit«  drew  and  black  veil  were  still 
'WUe  among  the  treed,  and  Juliet  contrived  to 
^t^^nalce  her,  just  ni^ftlte  reached  the  termination 
^Hie  avenue.  Ah  introduction  is  not  w  «ece«- 
■Vyin  the  f^arden  of  n  convent,  i»  in  the  Tuile- 
'in.  A  gentie  **  Ave !"  and  »n  humble  indina- 
I  tion  of  llie  beail,  is  all  tliat  ceremony  rc<jiiire«, 
MMJ  tlic«e  being  exchanged,  tliey  turned  to> 
Father. 

.*'  Vuu  do  not  know  me,  Hbt«r  Cwnilhi,  though 
10 
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I  already  ffcl  as  if  I  knew  yon.  I  am  Juliet 
d'Atbaiifls  and  my  aunt  bas  told  me  that  alie 
hopoa  I  sliall  he  happy  enough  to  obtain  your 
frieiuiohip." 

At  these  wordu  Camilln  niisrd  hrr  head,  ttai 
Juliet,  Tor  tlie  first  tiinv,  ohlaiiuil  a  n<>w  of  het 
fsLce,  wlitcl)  hud  been  compleu'ly  ooncvalrd 
hrr  ovcr^huiif^iifT  hood.  Camilhi  hwl  been, 
at  no  very  distant  period,  :*urpaMn^ly  hamkeiacs 
but  itow  thorc  wiw  not  th<^  sli^hlrat  trace  el 
beauty  remuininfr  on  her  fiicr.  Her  coniplpfr 
ion  was  toAed  and  coloiirlesM;  her  eyes 
Runk,  heavy,  mid  dull;  hor  excenive 
miule  lier  feRtnrcs  uppiiir  uhniMt  fri^i 
lar^e,  und  her  tuU  figure  wiut  slmpeleas,  udi 
aiid  awkward. 

**  Your    aunt  ?   arc   you   ti»    niece    of   tk 
Abbem?'  siudslie,  in  rctuni  to  Juliet's  wMrMi. 

"  \'t*,  dear  «i»ler,  and  I  1io|h>  that 
sliip  roity  he  tlie  means  of  revommetiding  oe 
your  favour." 

"  My   favour  t '         The   Abl>c«s   kuows 
thing  about  tne,  my  poor  child,  or  she 
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not  have   rccommrrKlixI   you   Co  seek    my   &• 
ran." 

X  Aim)  why  not,  sEitlfr  Camilla?  She  thinkn 
you  an  ill — Mho  feau^  tliat  you  are  unhappy — 
ind  iliough  kvr  care;*  for  all  leave  her  but  lilUe 
tinie  to  devote  to  indiriduah*,  she  is  most 
uiiowi  for  you.  Let  roe,  tlien,  be  her  deputy; 
lod  receive  my  offered  friendship,  as  a  proof 
llot  }'ou  poHsees  bers." 

There  was  something  in  the  look  and  voice 
of  Juliet  not  easy  to  rMint,  and  Cunilln  silently 
placed  her  am  within  that  of  her  young  com- 
jnim.  They  walked  on  together  for  some 
Rtnnles  without  speaking;   at  length   Canull» 

"  Geraldine    d'Albano    is    a    noble-minded 

^oinan.     The  few  Itoon  we  luivc  passed  toge- 

fter  have  been  enough  to  sltow  me  this;  but 

*e  meet  not  on  equal  terms — 1  see  her  as  idie 

b — she  does  not  see  me  so.     1  am  not  whul  I 

teen." 

Juliet  knew  not  what  to  think  of  thu  a%'ow«l ; 
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«ke  «w  luT^iiWd,  too,  at    hexiiag   Wr 
nsmed  in  her  own  convpnt  oiJicrwi^  than 
•*  Uio  Abbess :"  but,  after  a  liiile  rcBection, 
Dccinred  to  her,  that  it  was  possible  Catnilb 
teil  was  not  a  ealhoUe^  and  therefOTe  woitld 
RcogDMe  a  title,  cOinfemNl  by  a  power  slic 
not  aeknAwledge. 

"  PcrltnjMi,  I  uiulmtand  yon,"   nid   Ju 
timidly.     "  Perhaps  you  conaiiter  such  vow* 
yoo  have  mmle,  not  bintUng?" 

"  IVriton    me,  ynun^  lady.      I    hare 
studied  a  Chriittian's  duty,  than  lo  (jiiibble 
any  row  uttered  in  the  name  of  Cio<I.     All 
are  binding.    Your  aunt  is  a  rowed  nun,  and  i 
antnnied  Abbess.      When  I  called  her  by  I 
owu  proper  name,   it  was  not  to  rob  her  of  | 
title)  but  to  give  ber  a  liiglKT.     Your  aunt  i 
Abbew  of  Sant*  Catherina'a;  it  is  a  station 
great  power  and  inftuence;    bnt  if  1 
not)   Cenldine  d'Albaao  is  something 
8ti]L" 

It  WB8  impossible  that  Camilla  could  hare  •■ 
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vy  tlttng  wbich  would  fto  CAinplrl^ty  luivr  won 
tkc  hi-iirt  of  Julit't  W  tlii^Stt  wonk.  This  «*&)! 
cxvilj'  what  sbe  felt  Uerwif. 

"  Now,  at  least,  I  understand  you,  dear 
CuniUB,'*  ^d  sbe ;  "  you  need  say  no  more  to 
sake  me  love  you." 

"  You  are  very  kiiMl,  Signora,"  replied  poor 
Camilla,  with  a  nelanclioly  smile ;  "  I  oi^lit  to 
feel  comfort  from  such  an  assurance;  but  I  am 
too  unhappy  to  wish  tkit  any  one  should  love 

To  such  a  1>ean  as  Juliet's,  this  answer,  instead 

tf  Wing   repulsive,  only  served   to  make   her 

nore  anxiously  desire  the  friendship  and  con- 

dmce  of  the  nun ;  and  gently  prewriiig  the  arm 

■ludi  still  rested  upon  lter«,  site  replied — 

"  I  will   not   ask   you   to  promise  me   your 
bre  and   confidence,  vistcr   Camilla;   but  you 
prevent  my  wishing  for,  or  my  uying  In 
>iL'' 

*Wy  confidence! poor  diild  ! you 

I""*  not  what  you  ask  for." 
cS 
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"  Then  pve  U  to  my  wmt  inM«»iI— 
leaM  may  comfort  you." 

"  \o ! To  do  tliat.  Is  not  wtlliin  ih 

of  liumiui  power.  Yi!l  you  say  well, 
girl ;  and  if  die  will  listen  to  au>  i 
willinj|r  to  tell  her  all."  | 

«  Dew    Camilla  r*    replie<l    JiiUet, 
do    you   tremble   thus  ?      Oh  1    if   you 
|,„ ."  J 

The  bell  sounded  for  ve«ipent.  i 

"  Let  tne  enter  tlie  t^iapd  l>cfore  tht 
crowd    into    it,"    ^aid    Camilla    hanlpnin 

stc]M.     "  nicy  all  Kture  ut  mc bee 

look  so  wretched."  J 

"  Not  so— oh !  do  not  dunk  iL     V 
§till  ubnoBt  a  stranger — but  now,  they  w{ 
me  to  stare  at.     I   assure  yon,   I  drend 
Sliall  wo  enter  tbc  chapel   togetlier?  oi 
you  I  must  wait  for  the  mother  Maicelbi? 

"  Go  witli  me  to  tlie  door,  dear  piH 
tWn  leave  me.  Yes, — Marcella  will  I 
you." 


THE   ABBESS. 

Witb  quick  and  almoft  trGmbling  steps,  thv 
Htfpy  Camilla  Iwl  hrr  companion  to- tliv 
hapcl  door,  aiul  holding  ber  ImiKl  for  a  momvnt 
itttn  the  eatcTvA,  iiltcrrd  tliv  words — "  God 
noB  yoo,  <U'ar  girl !"  in  it  toiic  which  went  to 
Imrt  of  Juliet,  so  full  was  il,  both  oC  me- 
y  and  of  kindness. 
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As  Jdiot  retreated  from  the  door  in  onler 
wck  Miircello,  §be  met  sister  Clara>  who,  having 
seen  Ikt  pasn  ton-urds  it,  eamc  go«d>iiuturedly  lo 
tell  licr,  tliat  tlie  mother  of  the  iio^'ices  ww  sin^ 
prised,  because  elie  was  not  to  be  fouwj  dtkcf 
iu  her  cell  or  in  the  garden.  ^ 

"  Where  is  slie,  sister  Clam?"  said  Juliet, 
Inugliing :  "  I  hc^  she  is  not  very  ai^ry, 
for  I  should  hy  no  means  like  to  »l  her 
molding." 

"  Von  ttr«  riglit  tliew,  my  AiW  child,"  rejitied 
tlie  nun ;  "  st«ter  MurecIUi  a  a  kind  mother  to 
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t»  MricM ;  but  wlien  she  begina  to  tcnld,  sl>e 
«J»  three  word*  wbite  any  one  else  cauJil  my 
m.— Mercy  on  ua !  iliere  sli*  is — make  liasf^ 
Juliet — 'ran  on  Wfore  ine — she  ii  iii  tli« 
uot  let  her  see  you  u-ith  me,  or  she 
ly  that  I  have  ftetained  you." 
Sater  Clara,  as  bhe  said  tliis,  escaped  round  a 
concr,  and  when  Manrella  arrived,  site  found 
Is  lew  duu^  looking  about  with  ■  very  be- 
■BJered  air,  Jiilivt  being,  ia  UTith,  quite  at  a 
im  to  Icomr  which  way  slie  vras  to  go.  This  at 
Weifittrntod  the  migcr  of  good  Martwlla. 

**  God  bless  you,  my  dear,"  slut  ucchiiniMl, 
*  where  bi  the  worhl  liave  yon  got  to  ?  Poor 
far  little  soul,  how  frightened  it  luvkH — what  f 
jvt  were  jnst  looking  f<ir  me  to  lake  yon  to 
At  ^■|>el,  ny  deer? — that  «ms  it,  wasn't  it? — 
Ctaw  along  then — oo,  no,  not  back  again — this 
k  the  way  to  our  door — and  they'll  be  all  n-aiting 
<•  hve  a  look  at  us  as  we  pass — never  yoa 
&Nbt  diat." 

As  soon  as  Juliet  reached  her  place,  her  first 
•iijea  w»  to  aee  if  her  aunt  were  visible  from 
c4 
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it;  but  «)ie  had  not  yn  etnertd  tho  dtnyti.  A I 
moment  after,  Iiowt'ver,  she  pawtc^  up  ilw  tofHt,  - 
and  almost  close  to  Juliet,  Inic  AiA  iiol  nppw  H 
see  lier.  As  noon  &«  sIm>  arriretl  at  h<T  lo 
the  serviee  bef^an ;  aiid  though  in  kneeling,  W 
face  yvas  partially  concealetl,  Juliet  was  smidt 
by  it.1  unusual  palmers. 

Immc<liut«]y  after  tlie  vesper  scrviw^tJtrwkolt 
community  aMFCinblccI  in  tlte  refectory  fornupper. 
Juliet  bad  now  to  nnder^t  llie  curiouit  exaininfr 
tion  of  above  a  bundled  eyes,  wbicb  vrere  keealt 
set  for  observation — not  only  because  tbey  W 
never  seen  her  before,  but  because  tlie  ^t  tiirj 
were  obliged  to  keep  from  novelties  of  iD 
kinds,  created  an  appetite  for  tbem,  wbich  mm 
but  recluses  can  know.  Finding  berself  a  Uliir 
embarrassed,  she  gladly  took  the  ann  of  her  «• 
friend,  Camilla,  who  happened  to  be  standitg 
near  her,  and  turned  her  eyea  anxiously  towanb 
the  door  to  watch  for  the  entrance  of  her  auni.  fl 

Whispered  conferences  wer«  going  on,  J 
round  her,  though  slie  could  distingiusb  n^ 
tiling  of  what  was  said.     At   length,  "  Htif* 
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Abbess,"  was  distinctly  lieanl  from  maiiy 
*rite!i,  and  ijie  entered  as  Uiey  Njioke.  Juliet 
*!•  now  more  aware  ttian — even  when  slie  saw 
bfriu  Uie  cliapct, — tliat  lier  aunt  was  looking 
eitremely  ill,  and  felt  ho  much  alarnie<t  that  nhe 
eudesToured  to  approadi  lier,  still  holding  tlie 
annof  CaraiUa,  to  inquire  for  her  healtJi;  but 
Man  she  reached  her,  the  mother  of  the  novicM 
Bme  up,  and  taking  her  haivd,  said — 

"  Tliia  way — this  way,  my  dear.  Pleaiie, 
^ttn  Camilla,  to  fdce  your  place  with  the  nuns ; 
<wne.  my  dear,  I  will  .«it  next  you  myself— 
n*ke  haute — see,  our  mother  has  taken  her 
pW  ab^ady." 
The  grace  waa  sung,  and  the  supper  jia^.'ted 
■<ltt  quiet  d«coTHm ;  biit  lunid  the  clatter  of 
■ipldUlk  ^e  mofl  mutterings  of  female  tongue* 
'  **K  occaNioiialty  audible. 

Ilie  hour  of  recreation  followed ;  and  Juliet 
■*ted  a  moment  before  she  left  the  hall,  in  the 
'"ft  that  Camilla  would  iigaiii  join  her.  H<>r 
Unt  obfl^rvcd  her,  and  liaving  caught  her  eye, 
"■td  bn-  haiul  tn  the  direction  of  a  door,  that 
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led  towards  Uic  garden,  by  which  many  of  tLe 
cotumiiiiity  wtTc  jiastiiiig.  Julii't  uuilenOMd 
tiM  ihc  wisht^l  Lit  to  join  tlt<:in,  aixl  prejanJ 
to  do  M) ;  but  boforo  xhc  k-ft  live  room,  iiie  a« 
|]ic  v\bbvs»  lUkd  Camtllu  quit  it  togetlicr  by  iW j 
opp(Mit«  (lour, 

Tbc  nuiis  now  camv  crowding  rouitd  ber&M] 
every  direction,  uihI  she  viM  glud  to  ditninguw 
toBtei  Beatrice  among  tbcm,  whom  Kbe  con- 
ridered  as  an  old  acquaiiitaiiCF,  und  nlw  teem*)! 
well  pleased  to  take  Uer  uuder  Lcr  i>*>^H-eial  pn^ 
teciioit. 

"  Let  U8  ail  go  iiito  the  giuxtuii,  aiffion," 
said  she,  taking  lier  arm,  **  atul  tbcti  you  umj 
become  acquainted  witb  your  ooiii])MdoM> 
Come  liere,  sister  Itow.  'I1its  is  u  young  uorim 
Siguoia;  site  hm  been  liore  only  u  few  wc«b 
Perliupa  you  two  miiy  lake  llie  wit  togeUtft 
tliat  would  be  vcr^-  pleiuaitl,  indeeil— tuid  >■ 
would  make  the  ccreniouy  so  gnuid.  We  sluil 
lia^'e  all  Anooiim  tbcre'ti  no  doubt  of  iIiel" 
SiHtcr  Root  looked  gloomy^  aud  uuwfn^ 


iiQtlting. 


Tlie   ABBSM. 


M 


"  That  is  sister  Doretlica,  who  Is  rlow  to  you 

on  (k[  skIc  ;  und  krri;'«  ymir  uld  acqusiiiliinM, 
ii«er  Clara  :^-«amv  Jilouji." 

All  ttiU  vms  mifl,  ih  iilioiit  thirt>'  of  them 
*eK  nil  cruwidinf^  Ingvthcr  through  th«  paasnge 
ikat  Ii^  to  lliir  ^rdvn.  Evod  when  the)'  hiwl 
nade  llirir  way  through  it,  un<l  were  fairly  in 
ibf  girden,  Juliet  Ntlll  founci  it  very  <lifficitlt  tn 
nik,  from  tlte  iiumher  of  ntitiH  and  ncnncM  who 
crowded  upon  her,  iii  all  direelion*.  'I'hc  ]<»rry 
who  immediately  Mtrrouti<ii*d  her,  was  eoinfxT^iil 
pf  the  younger  yuat  of  the  community,  mid 
nftky  pretty  &ce«  were  vitihic  wnoitg;  tbo 
I  niled  beads. 

1  Some  walkiil  lKickwanl»,  ihiit  tliry  mt^ht  <ctf 
I  Hid  hear  her  with  more  oiHtrcnieiice ;  wme 
hung  orer  her  Khoulders ;  and  »he  wa«  fUiiked 
tn  both  xides  by  at  least  half  a  dnen,  who  had 
eoutrived  to  knot  tbemselves  together  in  a  miun, 
•!ii4;h  seemed  to  stick  close  to  her,  as  if  by  one 
otounon  impuW.  There  was  hardJy  one  of  the 
vkolc  set  who  did  not  instantly  luwail  Ikt  with 
tions. 
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"  How  old  is  tJic  Sipiom  ?" 

"  Wliat  is  l!u'  .Sigiiora's  nnmc?" 

"  Wluit  Duinc  will  die  Si^ioni  take  with  btf 
vows  ?" 

"  P«rli«p8  tlic  Si^or<i  will  keep  lii-r  own?* 

"  I'lie    i»igtiora   kiums    onr  Abbc»  nem 
chMii^ed  Iier*?"* 

"  The  Si^iora  is  our  Abbess's  own  nmx' 

And  then  it  was — 

"  Has  she  any  sisters  ?" 

*'  Has  she  any  brotlirrs  ?" 

"  Are  they  grown  up  ?" 

"  Will  tliey  come  to  the  porlvur  i"' 

And  many  many  morv.     To  all  tliu,  JuIlM 
answered  smiUiigly,  and,  as  newly  as  it 
possible,  in  the  same  order  in  whidi  ibey 
asked. 

In  tbe  midst  of  this  scene,  which,  whab 
the  worldly  reader  may  think  of  it,  is  by  liir  i 
tije^itt'St  enjoyment  iliat  can  full  to  t}ie  lot  of  I 
parly   of  nuns,   one  of  the   novices,  who 
walking    backwards,    in    front    of   Juliet, 
claimed — 
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"  ir  im  »  not  that  aWmiiuibl?  modier 
"ntlla.  coming  to  S|>oil  all  our  pleasure !" 

'  Iteo'i  iniM'i^r  her,  Sif^iiora,"  said  another, — 
*A)cu*l  ftcokt  you  yet,  for  she  ia  no  inotlier 
ifiMB,  tni  you  liave  taken  tlw  habiL" 

^  buitliii^  old  woman  hastened  towHrda 
^  (ailing  out,  »  Mwn  as  alie  was  within 
"■■J, — "  WeU,  dean,  here  you  are,  like  hees 
^  honey.  We  haw  not  liiiil  «iich  *  pretty 
""(itr  for  a    loiiff  time— have  we  ?     Not 

'  tw  are  much  aini«^  t>tttcr  Kutta,  whm  you 

1^1  Uok  cmtk Mind  ywur   vriln,   ladin; 

iPtjlDld  them  seemly.     'Ti*  well  the  walls  aie 

i  iMler  CflMtta.     When  I  waa  a  novice,  1 

U  M  Iiare  let  my  liead  be  uncovered  like 
*(W  wmelhing;  you  xhoukl  not  Wt  tJi«  birds 
■**»«»  see  you  BO." 

^  Ae  Kpoke,  «lie  fiiljirette<I  from  one  to  a»o- 

"^Wtlin^  u  plait  here,  aiul  arranging  a  fold 

"•••  S'^t'y  to  t^*  annoyance,  as  it  appeared, 

'  *  *<  ymmg  hMlies  on  whom  her  cares  were 

^  Ike  Bom  of  tlic  party  bad  turned  off  into 
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onotlicT  vmlk,  (vt  »m>ii  an  M»rc«lla  a^tpnacM 
them :  itnd  a  lxtt^li>  in  wliicli,  [HTluifw,  llirr«  ■» 
1«M  uf  gaiety  duu)  of  ridicule,  roacbcd  die  fp* 
they  luid  IcfL 

"  Fie,  fie,"  «U(I  iho  old  woman,  » tktt'idr 
wny  y<nir  young  heads  am  turned.  Things  it 
not  half  IK  Uioy  uuglit  to  be  in  tho*^  its*- 
When  I  was  a  noi'ice,  no  nuu  dared  tu  ioA  it 
our  mother  i- — tJie  motJtcr  of  tlH>  tiovice*  I  ncM, 
not  tlie  AbheM,  you  know,  but  the  motltcr  vt  tht 
novices,  like  me, — no  one  would  liavc  i-ennml 
to  come  near  lier,  without  a  civil  '  Ave,*  iiiiUl' 
of  dtteniig  nway  in  tluil  wanner.  But  thry  uU 
me,  oirvry  tiling  is  cliangcd  for  the  worvc,  cnMi 
(be  convcittH  tu*  well  as  iiuiide.  Stouter  CleiBt» 
liiia,  have  you  i«aid  your  twelve  cretio's  for  ihn 
horrid  loti^  Mitch  you  put  iu  the  hyaduth?" 

Juliet  began  to  fear,  that  the  delight  the  hai 
prorahted  herself  from  rcsitliiig  with  her  ii^ 
Mruclur  and  ftion<l,  would  not  be  eatuly  mjejri 
in  iK>  large  a  community.  She  wm  disi^poaitt' 
at  not  haling  been  sent  for,  by  her  aiuc  ^ 
was  di»upi>oiiiied  at  not  being  able  to  renew  btf 
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(■M^Miim  with  the  inrl&ncholy,  but  interesring 

^aJOn ;  and  now  tliitt  hIii>  saw  no  preM?iit  mode 

of  ewnpr  from  tliv  intolcniblc  tongue  of  "Siar- 

ci'Ik,  she  fcU  tLorouglily  luw-sptritiMl  and  un- 

inppy.      Could  she  sec  Morgaiite^  it  would  be  a 

tomiott   the   thought;    und   m   despair  of  any 

dtlier,   she  veiicured  to  ask   the  uutlier  if  the 

boy  might  be  permiaed  to  come  to  her  iu  the 

garden? 

"  Why — perhaps — I  don't  know — yon  must 
let  me  think  about  it,  my  dear.  Poor  little 
fellow  I  lie  does,  to  be  sure,  look  for  all  the 
world  like  a  r^bit  in  a  dra«itig-room.  It  will 
be  but  Christian  diority,  1  believis  to  let  him 
have  a  look  at  you.  Wcl! — wiut  here  a  bit  then, 
and  I'll  go  and  see  about  it." 

Jnlict  thanked  her  fur  her  kindness,  and  she 
set   off,   muttering  as  she   went, — "  No  great 

harm  can  come  of  it he  is  but  a  baby,  though 

they  call  him  a  page in  my  time — ~-"  luid 

lo  the  wetit  on,  till  quite  out  of  hearing. 

"A  page?— did  she  say  a  pa^e?"  demanded 
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one  of  the  young  gith,  wlio  was  tttanding  n«a^ 
Juliot. 

"  You  liave   not  brmigbt   a  page  witK  you, 
S^iora  Juliet? — liave  yoti':"'  ttaid  another. 

"My  auiit,"  replied  Juliet,  "bej^ed  my 
&tlier  to  let  tier  have  the  l>oy  who  acted  u 
my  page,  to  asfist  her  secretary  in  writing;  for 
her;  for  one  so  young,  lie  writes  excellcDtly 
welL"  1 

"  And   your   page   is  coming   here?"  ngiin 
questioned    the    young    novice ; — "  Well  1  he 
mu&t  have  bewitclied  motlx-r  Mareella,  llial  '■*  M 
certain,  or  she  never  would  <irctun  of  brinpoK 
liim  here." 

"How  old  is  he?"  , 

"Is  he  well  born?" 

"  Wliat  is  bis  name?" 

**  U  he  handsome?" 

"IsbetaU?" 

These  quentions,   and   many   nwre   of 
importance,  were  eagerly  asked,  while  every  gW 
in   the  group   found  some    little   nrrangemenl 
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nrcmnn'  for  her  veil,  or  her  hood,  or  her 
ttmry,  and  ertry  eye  was  turned  lo  th«  gat*  at 
■Uefa  thry  expcvtMl  to  see  hiia  enter. 

Id  a  few  mtnuies,  Marcella  agaio  appearetlf 
■d  tiD  she  bad  adranccd  some  Mep»,  they 
ibou^t  «he  h»d  returned  nlone.  At  tengtli, 
fUfbtg  tiom  behind  her,  was  seen  tlie  imQialare 
ftff,  BDil  "  0!i-h-h  I"  in  every  imagin^le  ae- 
on of  disappoiotment,  cha^n,  an<l  )tur{>r!Ke, 
•»  iittm>d  Minultaneausly  by  the  whole  party- 
hlkt  abAerved  the  iiiiiversal  air  of  vexatiun, 
nd  could  hardly  Te#Ut  tier  indination  to  laiig^h ; 
Wr  mention,  bowevcr,  wus  imniediiitt-ly  drawn 
to  her  little  ftiTouritf,  luid  ithe  was  del^htcd  to 
Ke  that  be  looked  ax  gay  and  seuey  113  ever ; 
I&Mgh  she  rather  wondered  that  so  active  a 
^irit  could  hare  endured  the  restraint  he  most 
Ure  been  itnbjected  to,  and  yet  keep  no  merry 
■D  eye  as  thut  with  which  he  now  r^arded  her. 
%e  knew  not  all  tlie  causes  of  mu-tli  )>e  had 
ixxuA  in  the  kitdten  of  the  convent,  nor  the 
irirty  of  dainties  and  presents  which  the  elder, 
nd  Bure  prix'ilegnl  members  of  tlio  community 
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had  abvady  bestowed  on  him.  XotwilL 
all  tliis,  he  Vita  in  extacies  at  tbe  uj^ 
yoiuig  mistress,  and  excbumed,  irilli  v 
considc  ration  of  the  pUce  wjiene  fae  wi 
Uie  eora  tliat  wore  listeaing  to  liim, — M 

"ITie  Virgin  and  all  her  holy  eon 
praised,  Signora!  I  thought,  for  eerti 
had  locked  you  up  in  your  oeU ;  and  1 
climb  thnt  lugh  iraU  there>  and  clamber 
the  n-indows,  one  after  aiwlher,  till  I  fo 
out. — What  a  beautiful  f^den  you  [lare  | 
■nd  all  these  ladies  are  the  nuns,  1 
—but  they  are  prettier  Uian  the  nuns  | 

us  to  Albano. 1  suppose,  ma'am,  (ai 

Maroella]  that  you  nould  not  trust  tliei 
ones  out,  for  fear  they  shoold  nm 
bock.  Well — 1  am  sure,  they  all 
merry  m  OUi-e  heraelt  May  I  come  i 
in  tluH  garden  with  you,  Signora,  win 
like?" 

**  You  don't  know  n-lut  you  axe  talkit 
my  darliug,"  said  old  Marcella;— "w 
won  have  u  visit  from  my  lord  Abbot 
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mk  *]mt  was  the  matter  with  in,  if  that  wie 

.  gnnted,  1  take   it. -No,    no,  my  mail,  yoa 

■«  nm  about,  oubndc  Utv  uulU,  « lien  you  want 
tUTose,     We  doii't  muit  to  make  a  uuti  of  you, 
yw  know — bat  for  tlie  gnnk-ii — wo." 
Mwgnntc  looked  at  the  novices,  aixl  they  all 

"  &«>}'  with  yoo,  my  man,"  said  MarccUa, 
ipta^him  a  gentle  pwdi, — ^  au-ay  with  you,  I 
^;  your  cj'm  ore  older  than  your  stature.  I 
HI  lave  DO  looking  and  kinghin^  iunon|T  my 
y^  ladies  here.  Come  along,  raaslcr  pt^^ 
awiloi^." 

"  Uay   I   not  speak   oii«  word  to  my   lady 
■ilrw?*  said  Moi^e^anle. 
'Wrll  then,  make  haste — speak  am-ay,  aiid 

^\n  you  happy,  Signom?"  mid  the  boy  in 
'^  whisper:  but  Juliet  discreetly  answered 

•V««,  Morgante,  rery  happy.  And  pray 
I  do  you  like  tlie  convent  ?  I  hope  you  are 
r  vtQ  behaved  and  onletljN 
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"  Wli)-,  as  for  my  lilting  the  eonvent,  Signom, 
I  sIulII  liii()  no  fttuh  vrith  it,  prorid^d  wo  do 
Klay  too  long — ati<I,  as  for  my  behaviour,  I  s 
poae   it  itt  lu  it  should  b*-,  because  more 
ladies  than  I  ever  nw  in  my  life  before,  ha' 
done  notliiiig  but  [>at  my  Ik-wI,  aitd  call  me  ilnr 
and  darliiifT,  ever  »ince  I  iinivwl." 

The  noviueiii  »t!pit\  laiitrhed  aloud  at  tliU  nil 

"  Come  along,  you  little  imp  you,"  «aid 
mother,   liciziiig   him   by   the  shoulder,    *'  they 
shall  none  of  tbem  call  you  so  again*   I  pro- 
mise  ye." 

Tlie  boy  could  not  retrist  hU  inclination  to 
Isugh,  though  it  up()«un-d  as  if  Marcella  «)um)c 
htm  not  very  gently,  ii«  she  led  him  away. 

*'  CrofH  old  plague !"  envA  one  of  the  yoong 
ladies,  who  felt  disponed  to  forgive  tlte  dimini>< 
tive  uze  of  tlie  pnge,  in  favour  of  his  «au- 
cineM. 

"  Cram  old  pli^v  I  1  perfectly  1ia(«  her." 

*'  We  have  got  rid  of  her  for  tlie  present  at 
ttiiy  rate,"  ohserved  anotlier;  ai>d  agniii  Juliet 
had  to  bear,  aud  answer  as  she  could,  innune- 
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nble  questions,  respecting  berwif,  h<-r  fnniily, 
uid  lief  borne. 

Tbc  remainder  of  tlte  evening  w<>rc  luMvily 
Miy,  Xo  mesnge  from  Iter  aunt — no  ititimft- 
(ion  that  dte  wu  remembered — nn  fartliiT  iii- 
taaur»e  with  Camilla.  When  iii>tiv«  w»  fpveii 
ibl  the  novices  were  to  retire  to  tlieir  cells  for 
^  night,  Juliet  addreicied  hcntelf  tu  Marcella, 
•nd  vixiouiily  a^ed  if  she  might  not  visit  her 

"  My  <Iear ! — as  if  you  could  go  without  bving 
tcjii  for,"  repUed  thv  oUl  woman :  "  she  U  nut 
Bi;  uuit,  to  be  sure ;  but  I  think  I  know  her 
tttter  tlian  you  do,  for  all  that  8he  in  a  good, 
Ud  DUMt  holy  lady — our  conrent's  a  pattern, 
——but  it  won't  do  to  make  too  free  with  her, 

£rery   body  must  know  their  pUce   here 

you  uii<ler9tand,  my  dear  i" 

Jiilii;t  uwlerstood  notliing,  but  that  she  wss 
^appointed  and  unhappy ;  and  when  at  length 
ibc  retired  to  her  cell,  she  by  down  upon 
iter  tittto  b«d,  and  lairly  cried  herself  to 
tlcep. 
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About    an    hour  before   miibnght,    she 
Bwakciii?<l  by  U)v  light  of  n  lamp  fittltnf;  fiiQ 
upon  licr  cyoK;  dw  looked  up,  lutd  saw  lurr  uuni 
Mandiitg  iHitidc  ber. 

*'  My  p<K)r  Juliet  r  she  said  affectiofalely, 
"  Tliii  han  been  a  siul  diiy  fw  you — oiid  f<»r  me 
too,  my  love.  But  it  wm  inpiwiuble  for  me  M 
sec  you  before." 

«  TLunk  God  !"  exclaimed  Juliet,  "  that  you 
are  come  to  sec  mo  now.     Ofa !   I  have  beeo. 
too    utdiappy  I     Tell    me~-arc   you    ill  ?     Hi* 
aiiy  thing  happened  to  you  ?     Is  not  MUxuttliinfC 
the  nutter  ?" 

"  Abia  I  yes,  deareat — much,  much  is  tli^s 
mitttcr.  I  have  suffered  more  in  mind  since  3 
returned  home,  Juliet,  than  during  the  whofc* 
penod  of  my  dwelling  here." 

"  Gntcious    heaven !    and  are   you  tuBtnrtg 
atiU?    Tell   me,"   exclaimed  Juliet,    stuMenly 
KaRiRfr  up ;  **  does  any  danger  tlireaten  yon  ? " 

"  None,  dear  girl,"  replied  ibc  Ablnw,  in  ■ 
voice  of  clieering  confidence ;  **  none  tliat  I  ttaU 
Dot  hare  the  ponxr  to  baffle,   us  I  have  done 
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WiiK  a  linndrMl  tiin«s.  But  tlie  anxiety  I 
'^ak  <if,  vram  for  uaothcr ;  for  Uial  poor  Camilla ; 
Wiiiiuuion  18  most  dreadful — but  I  iitiall  mve 
liB~iity  whole  plan  U  now  arrnngetl,  iind  I  lun 
Xuqml ;  be  you  so  too,  dearesL  Good  night, 
ny  JuUct ;  I  cotUd  not  sleep  till  I  Iiad  said  one 
•wl  10  you ;  but  yon  must  wait  for  all  explana- 
tion dU  to-morrow.     Good  night" 

"But  lOiiyonc  fflonu'nt,"  cried  Jtdiot;  "when 
"«;■  1  etimft  to  your  parlour  ?  Must  1  always 
*w  till  you  send  for  me  ?  Tell  me  where  it  U 
^nc  can  talk  togutlKT?  May  you  come  and 
"'t»ithme  here?" 

Grnldine  answered  with  u  smile,  "  You  hare 
*t»d  so  many  questiong,  Juliet,  and  some  of 
'^<in  M  difficult  to  answer,  that  [  think  they 
^Inl  all  be  poatponed  till  to-morrow  moniin^. 
*ou  sltall  breakfast  with  me." 
"  Alone?" 

"  Yea,  alone;    and   tlicn   yon  may  ask   me 

auuiy   questions  as  you  please;    am),  more- 

V  I   promise  to  answer  iliem  all.      Good 


f-'W:  U10llg..L    =,..,      

-■,  can   cliiuifje   tlie   whole   asp 

moment. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 


AH  iIm  Uit  tVetM  eS  ftilui*  bopci. 

SKAMfCAKI. 


HI  nejt  morning,  sister  Agatha  came  to  the 
*"  of  Jnliet,  and  told  hei  that  ilie  Lady  Ahl>e.'« 
"^ti.'d  brvak^t  for  ber.  Shfi  was  cjuite  ready, 
**"''  »itli  HpiritH  recruilwi  by  a  night  of  Hoiiiid 
*'<^p,  and  a  moming  of  hrigbt  min-sliim-,  walked 
^'y  through  dte  long  <rorri<lon  wiU)  lier  (penile 
''^piuiion. 

"  Ilatrf  y»u  roMcd  vrelt,  Signora  Y"  mid  the 

Dnit, 

'  Nerpr  belter,  dear  «i«tcr ;  yowr  oonveiif  w 
"■'iglhlful.     Wlat  a  garden !  what  flowers !" 
'"ou  II.  D 
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ill  Iialy." 

"  And  are  they  all  «►  eomfoi' 

"  AH  exactly  niik*  ;  excepd 

tlic  sisters  have  iniagcs  «i»l  wH 

"  And  Uie  air  is  so  fine  h* 

convent  must  be  very  UealUiy? 

"  I  belii've  so.— Our  cliupel 

goId«!n  caiidleslicks  of  any  chi 

the  diureli,  out  of  Home." 

»  Ueully !— and   all   the  ro 

ore  M  loft>-,  taiA  no  well  iiired.' 

u  Y««.— We  liavc  llireo  tnu 

in  solid  Hilver,  beside  our  Sow 

that »  "ilver  g»l'-" 

»  You  don'l  say  bo?— In  ll 
wtu  edueatod,  our  refectory  « 
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■  li  tke  inljF  teEc  in  Italy  that  has  got  diiimotids 
Mmd  tite  UnJc  aud  tiaiuUc  of  the  colTcr  in  wbidi 
its  kept" 
'  AhcigeUier  your  convent  »eenis  to  be  rtry 


"  II » ik-  firet  ill  Itidy." 
"Yw  nust  fct'l    rcry  happy  in  belonging 
kiL* 
•  Yoy  very. — Only  t]ie  yean  aeem  so  long !" 
On  reaching   the   apaitmoot  oi  tlie  Abbnw, 
hSet  wi  again  Mnpnoed  by  lliv  air  of  comfort 
M  t^rfubii-HN  wliielt  it  exhibited.     She  bad 
te  believed  that  uny  room  in  a  nunnery  could 
W  •»  [diiiMiiiT      It  vnu  ntnalefl  on   the  flnur 
W«  her  cell,  and  comnuMided  the  same  riew 
I  <f  the  garden,  having  too  lurgr  auscmenU,  wliich 
upon  buJcMiies  GlitMl  witli  flowers.    From 
and  fthnpc  nf  tV-  room,  it  wsb  rvitU-nt 
it  had  been  inteudrd   ntbcr  for  u  public 
[pwlpur,  or  a  room  for  biuinem.     Tbo  Abbe.w 
I  cenainly  used  it  as  the  latter,  n«  wa*  evident 
fnm  the  number  of  papers  Ij'ing  ujion  u  table 
at  wUdi  ihc  was  writing,  and  the  many  more 
d3 


sproad  upon  a  table  close  to  an 

Sister  Agntba  look  hpr  leavf 
Jtiliet  entered  alone.  The  Ab' 
lier,  nnA  tlie  embrace  which 
Juliet  feel  tliat  slie  was  once  I 
of  lier  auiit.  Slie  lookisl  rou 
cheerful  room  willi  eijual  satil 
priw — 

"  Ih  it  possible,"  she  excUl 
i§  what  I  bare  almost  died  ii 
thk  )>eiii|f  in  a  convent? — is 
ban<U  of  tlie  fearful  AhhesAof  Si 

Geraliline,  w)u»1<K»ki>ilaiid  U 
as  ber  niece,  iiiit>wered  |^Iy— 

*'  And  is  tbiH  haviiif^  a  Ul 
upon  one — wbo  has  just  lost 
wood?" 

Juliet  blushed,  and  shook  h 


TUS  ABBESS. 


miiMl,  ami  at  tlic  vMy  moment  nlicn  1  luiv« 
iJiaiMt  Kuccvf^lodt  you  hriag  it  back  uguiii. 
I'ooi  fellow !  I  wish  lie  knew  liow  rerj-  liuppy 

1  am my   Jcor  uiitit,    Iww    <to  y<iu    make 

onngM  sikI  nuTtU-;*  |;n>w  bo  be»utifuUy  srmill 
a  lliMe  are  f" 

The  AbbcHA  looked  at  li«r,  ami  laughed. 

"  Do  you  kuow,  Juliet,"  »aid  itlie,  "  tJial  I 
^tpti  to  doubt  if  you  ure  reully  v«.Ty  muck  in 
'uve,  after  iill." 

••  Oil  ye*  I  am,"  she  rejilied  jfravely,  "  I  love 
Unrcry  tlcsirly— luid — I  tliiiik  1  i<Jioiilii  bre<tk 
oy  licart  if  lie  <li<l  not  love  me.  But  ewry 
'^oLf  was  to  different  before  I  knew  you.  I 
<ionot  expretu  to  you  liow  compleloty    I    felt 

■looe  in  tlte  world.     If  I  liiul  Iiail  il  sUter <>r 

■f  iDjr  broUwr  bad  been  older  tlian  1  am — I  idiould 
Wc  been  a  very  diifcrent  giri. 

"  Do  you  repent  then,  Jidiet  ?" 

"  Re|»ent,  aunt  ? — repent  liaviiig  listened  to 
Iub?  1  do  not  mean  that — but — if  you  knew 
W  often  I  Lave  wandere<l  about  tliat  garden 
*Dd  that  wood,  and  longed  to  bare  a  friend  to 
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easily  wooed — be  sure  of  tliaL 

Tbc  Abbess  listened  to  her 
tion,  aiid  as  if  anxious  to  a 
pamitg  in  tier  lieart. 

"  Tell  me,"  she  said,  "  de 
tt  be  witli  all  your  own  fraiik 
think   that   your   fi>cltn^   tM 
diaiiged  since  you  liave  knovn 

'*  Towards  Hiiberl,  as  you 
I  am  sure  thej'  arc  not — t 
feeliiig«  about  myself,  arc  < 

"  But  tliis  may  bo  enov 
you  wish  your   engagement 
exist.     IX>  tmt  trifle  n-ith  bi| 
— I  monii  to  say  tliat  hk 
me  sufficiently,  ta  make 
sltould  tullv  undenitan<l  (be 
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I  wonld — you  caiinot  ^k«s  bow  miicli  I  woiiUI 
do  to  o\'ercume  tlieni ;  but  tim  toM  only  bv  if 
I  were  convinced  that  your  whole  heart  wen;  his. 

If  you  arc  not  quite  sure  of  this confcm  it, 

Juliet,  and  I  wiU  give  it  up  ut  once." 

During  the  whole  of  thi<i  speecli,  Juliet  vna 

engaged  in  stripping  the  leaves  olT  a  brunch  of 

■ayrtle — ^but  on  hoaring   the  last  wordit,  it  fell 

upon  ber  Up;  she  clasped  her  luuuls  fi-r^ciitly 

together,  and  said  witli  passionate  eamesluew — 

*'  You  tell  me  to  !>peak  frankly,  aunt.  an<l  I 

«iU  do  w.     Rather  than  give  him  up,  I  would 

fomke  name,  country-,  aiid  kindred — and  that 

*itlioiit  a  thought  of  Knvering — unless  I  looked 

imcV  to  take  a  last  glaiico  at  you.     IVrhaps," 

'Hit  added,    while    tears    started    to   her    eyea, 

"  p«ihaps  you  iliink  me  cliiltLisli  and  incoiiebuit, 

Ixit  he  »liall  not  find  me  so." 

"  Enough,  enough,  dear  love  !  I  nm  sitislied, 

Md  you   may  be  so  too,  Juliet;     Fancy   tliat 

Jwt  liave   some   good  lairy   for  a  gotUmoiher, 

*ho  will  bring  about  all  you   desire,    without 

I'Slviug  you  any  trouble  about  the  matter — and 
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,  ibove  all  tlun^  that  if  you  adt 
her  power  will    be    destroyed — ti< 
then*  pack  up  your  btaoth  of  myrtle,  and 
•b  the  eJiear  notes  of  that  benuliful  blackbi 
mananr,  lei  «  eat  oia  break&at." 

It  wa9  certainly  wiib  someiliin^  ri<ry  like 
Mum]  reliance  upon  supenuuiinU  |>ow<t  wlitcb  i 
Abbe«  leeommended,  that  Juliet  now  rcKt«d  hi 
hopet,  almoM  without  a  sLadovr  of  anxiety  u?i  to 
future.  So  perfect  wss  ttu§  liope  aixl  coiifiden 
that  iihe  n'ould  itut  liave  formed  a  wUb  for 
pn^eni,  U-yuiid  wliai  «lie  enjnyiKl,  IukI  it  d< 
been  fur  the  air  of  tboiifrlit  and  unxiety  whidf 
»be  Bguin  nw  i>ettling  oil  the  coiinttiKincv  of  bcr 
aunt.  Tfili  paiiifid  exprewdon  was  immediately 
refitted  un  Iter  ou-n,  aud  &he  looked  au  aiuci< 
inquiry,  tliough  she  spoke  none. 

"  1  see  that  you  ure  unnwy  about  me,  Juliet ; 
I  flaw  it  yi'sterduy  in  the  gluncex  you  csist  on  mc 
St  chapel,  aud  in  the  refectory — you  are  rij^t : 
— idl  i«  itot  tu  it  should  be.** 

"  Vour  auxiety  is  for  pom  Camilla? 
no*  80  ?" 


lely^ 
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"  It  '»  Indeed.  But  how  do  you  know  ilils? 
■Surely  she  lias  not  comiDuiiicati-d  tit-r  »itualion 
to  you?" 

"  Slie  luw  told  nte  noUiing,  cxci-pt  ii)  gviicral 
tRins  tliat  »lu>  VM  mmt  unliappy — tthc  «atd  too, 
tliu  if  you  would  tivur  her,  slic  would  commu- 
utaXe  the  causv  to  you." 

"Slie  baa  done  so,  Juliet — and  though  I 
*(nild  willingly  spare  you  tlie  pain  of  sharin)^ 
my  nnxicty,  I  cannot  do  tliis — I  must  connult 
you  on  one  very  important  point,  on  wliicJi  only 
you  can  answer  me — and  while  doing  this,  I 
mU  not  keep  you  i^mrant  of  my  reanonH  tor  it. 
ll  will,  indeed,  be  a  moAt  dear  comfort  to  me  lo 
We  yoiur  sympathy — an<l,  perhaps,  your  asust- 
""i^f  in  the  busineM  1  am  upon." 

**  Heaven  grant  I  may  be  able  to  help  you, 
'"y  dfarest  aunt !"  replied  Juliet;  "  I  need  not 
Icll  you  bow  wilting  I  uni  to  do  so." 

"  Indeed  you  ueed  not.  But  first  let  me  be 
'l^cd  on  one  mo»t  importiint  point.  'I'hhik 
J'm,  Juliet,  that  I  may  veiitiire  to  trust  Mor- 
a  busiueK  precious  as  lif«  r"' 
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may — but  if  you  nsk,  wliat  (.'oiifi<li.Micic 
pluce  in  his  strtrngtli  or  knowlfttgi 
wlmt  to  Mty.     Ho  lias  ncvrr  b««ii  ci 
danger  or  tatiguv — luid  is  m  i^Ktnint 
thing  beyond   the   circuit  of  t«n   mil 
Albono,  OS  th«  bubc  born  ypM^rHay."*  . 

"  TImt    mattcn    not — he  hIuiU    l»e 
H^ordot) ;  but  I  nitnt  hts  wit  luid  lii«  fid' 

"  'Vhvii  you  miiy  trust  hiin— uud  1  wj 
my  lionoitr  for  the  truth  of  hb."  1 

'*  That  is  wvll,  Juliet.  Tlii*  nsu 
most  imjiortJint — u  yon  will  Mv.  Ni 
to  mo.  lliis  unhappy  woman  is  d  «'i 
ric<t,  OS  slic  a^'inm  inc,  and  as  1  tntlj 
two  roontiLt  befon-  the  time  at  which  il 
«he  was  profesAccL     This  cvrtnnony,  tit 
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krr  tnarriag?,  (irom  tlie  fear  of  compromning  tli« 
Count  di  Mondello  her  huibaitd,  wtto  was  xlreiuly 
naiked  for  penecution  by  the  same  {wvcrful 
enemy  who  wassec  lung  to  destToy  ber.  Six- Mt 
tint  the  ceremony  was  only  an  idle-  prufiuiA- 
tun,  in  the  sta  of  which  she  had  no  dtare — and 
ibe  hu)  entire  can6deDoe  in  the  efforts  that  she 
beniroald  be  ina<le  for  her  release.  In  effect, 
^CKape  was  contrircd,  and  so  fur  succowfully, 
Ihil  she  pot  clear  of  the  conrent — but  was  im- 
Btifiately  ptiraued,  traced,  and  taken. 

**  A  few  wc«k.<t  before  I  left  my  convent  for 
Albano,  I  rewivwl,  from  the  hands  of  Uiilure,  u 
f*finl  (which  was  in  fact  an  order)  from  the 
my  highest  authority  tliat  I  would  receive 
mter  CAinilla  into  my  community.  No  ullusion 
•hstever  was  made  to  her  fonner  life;  but  it 
•*•  ttuted  iJial  circuiastances  tnudo  it  dwiriible 
^  krr  to  eJian^  her  convent — the  name 
of  whidi,  however,  was  not  mentioned.  She 
(Vie— and,  M  I  before  stated,  her  sad- 
Ma,  her  appearance  of  ill-licaltli,  and  lier 
Kweml  manner  interested  me.  When  1  re- 
uti 
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tumcd    yesterday,    I   knew   do   more  of   het^ 
than    you   diil.      You    rtitivinbcr    that  one  of 
the  nuns  anno  to  tlic    [mrlour  w'liilc  we  vcrr 
sitting  ttitTC  together,  aiul  tiiut  I  dliinltsed  yoii. 
Her  %H«t  was  for  tlic  ]niq>i><«'  of  infurmiiig  mr. 
that  muiiy  ittraii^-  Mirn)i:^<^  luul  iirUcii,  during 
my  alwcncc,  respecting  swter  Camilla.     It  atem 
tluit  ihc  community  i»  divided  ttilo  two  iluoDrt 
fuctions^^tlie  one  beiii|(  of  opinion  tltat  ibeuD- 
liapjiy  creature  was  about  to  be  a  moi}>cr — find  iW 
other,  that  she  shows  symptonu  of  insaniir.  «nit 
a  wish  to  ileatroy  heraelf.     1  immediately  >«*• 
inoned  all  those  to  w-hiise  opinion  luwl  jiut^rfonH 
I   thought  I  could  pay  the  must  utteiition,  anil 
till  vespcTV,  I  nii»  engaged  in  tiiii  cxumuuiMni 
though  without  being  a]>ie  to  ascerliiin  tltat  dteir 
was  liny  reasoititkle  foimdation  for  either  opuiiw 
1  determined  to  see  and  converse  wiilt  ComiUi: 
hilt  felt  that  I  should  not  be  justified  uisttuiiii;!* 
her,  suspicioiu  »»  ^tigue,  yet  m  u-rrible.     When 
[  wax  »bout  to  leave  the  refectorj-,  after  s«ipp(r< 
slie  suchtenly  «pproaehi-d  me,  aiid  asked  in  * 
TOJce  tliat  was  scarcely  audible,  if  I  would  prt* 
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nit  Iter  to  speak  to  me — I  brought  lier  liitlie 
wd  the  told  rae  »  tal«  of  Kuch  wickettti^iH  mhI 
nieh  woe,  as  I  ajn  vrUliiig  to  li«>|>e  but  Heitlom 
bcni  eqtialled.  Abu !  Juliet,  the  »iupicioiis 
<if  Iter  coinpatiiioiM  ore  but  too  w-en-fiiuiided. 
In  mo  moiitLs  the  unliajipy  creature  will  be  a 
niutlier." 
"What  then  will  l>e  bcr  fate?     Have  I  nn( 

Iward  of  dreadful  puiiulunenla Ob,  my  dear 

«unt!  wbai  will  i>econie  of  lier? Wlial  will 

bfcone  of  you  ("* 
"  Ay,  Juliet,"  replied  Gerulditif,  ttiniing  very 

IwltS  "  there  is  a  puntshinetit "* 

"  But  not  berv  ?  You  will  not  let  it  fid!  upon 
fccrhewr 

"  My  cbild !  my  own  Juliet  1"  exclaimed 
iKc  Abbetn,  with  ^real  einotion,--"  it  iiewr 
thall,  iM  \img  us  I  retain  life,  aiid  |>ower  to 
preveut  it" 

"  But  tvU  tac  the  wont,"  crietl  Juliet,  tiem- 
bliDg  violently,  — "tcU  me  what  is  the  sen- 
tence ? — and  what  may  they  do  to  you,  if  you 
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"  Have  you  erer  kcarti  tlwwe  frigbtful  tnockiag 

worda,  '  llvquicscat   in   pace  ?* Biid  do  yv 

know  their  horrid  meanijig?'* 

Juliet's  only  aiiswer  was  bidinj^  ber  ])ale 
in  the  bosom  »f  her  aunt.  Who,  in  tboae  th)^ 
but  had  keanl  of  tliat  living  dcntli  f — its  bi<leoiia 
preparatiftii  /  —  its  maddening  MiUness  ?  —  in 
dark,  cold,  lingering  agony  ?  ^Vho  had  not  ben>l 
that  the  yotuig,  the  lovely,  and  Ihc  gentle,  h>d 
been  htid  a  conscious  corse,  within  a  loaikaorar 
tomb,  for  being  found  in  the  same  state  as  thai 
of  Camilla? 

"  Look  up,  dear  Jnliel,"  said  k«  aunt,  "  looi 
up — it  sball  never  be.  They  may  buni  mv  » 
the  stake — but  they  cannot  mukc  me  look  « 
such  a  sight  as  that." 

"  Can  it  not  be  concnJed?  Who  know*  htt 
condition  ?" 

"  No  one  knows  it — though  many  Iiave  iipofcM 

of  lt«  being  possible It  will,  I  think,  l>e  tat) 

to  turn  this  aside. They  are  still  doulil/ul 

which  of  tlie  two  suspiciatis  llial  are  afloat  lup 
most  jirobability.   I  luive  but  to  «ay  itiat  I  Mm< 
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her  imul—^nd  the  other  ideit  will  die  away  within 
on  hour." 

"Th*!!  for  heaven's  sake  tietay  not — I  will 
leave  you — shall  I  send  any  one " 

"  Stay,  Juliet — you  miist  not  leave  roe  yet— 
jfoo  forget,  dear  child,  tliat  tim  Tvjtmt,  ihoigh  I 
niky  be  alile  to  stifle  it  for  a  moment,  mii«t  re- 
virc  again — the  slightest  accident — incrvaMtl  tn- 
■U)i]Msition — a  moment's  weakness,  and  <!ih<'»logt!" 

"  Oh  true  !  most  true  I"  exclaimed  Juliet 
with  a  shudder. 

■*  We  miBrt  instantly  prepare  to  profit  by  the 

interval  I  hope  to  ol>tdn.     She  must  leave  tlie 

oMvent— t>ut  shoiil<l  I  send  her  forth  in  lier  pre- 

MDt  situntioti,  withaat  some  one  to  protect  and 

n«itit  her  in  Iier  need — I  oliould  hanlly  save  her 

liy  it.     Camilla  telU  me  tliat  there  is  one  person, 

wd  one  only,  tliat  she  could  freely  trust  to— 

this  w  the  ivomaii  who  nursed  her ;  she  lives  at 

Homo,  hut  coutd  we   tiring   her   here,  Camilla 

would  \k  content  to  tnut  herself  to  her  activity, 

connige,  and  well-tried  nffL-clion.     She  doubts 

not,    that  the  count  her  huilKind   is  alreaily  in 
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EitglaiuL  IIU  propiTt)-  had  bccti  fortunatrl] 
»enl  thillter  before  the  sentence  of  baiiuhnieai 
was  uttered  agaitist  liim,  aud  till  site  can 
Iiim,  she  shall  be  hospitably  received  in  the 
sioD  of  my  uik-Ic." 

*'  All  this  is  cjwj- — the  difficult)-  is  lo  cooiina 
tiicate  with  tlds  iiime,  Jacintha  Com.  1 
trust  to  no  cuurior — 1  hare  loiig  kiiowo 
nothing  sent  Arotn  me,  to  Rooie,  arrives 
unsearehed.  Sometimes  banditti  stop  my  con 
riers — sometimes  they  lose  their  dispaldies  vrh 
they  repose— and  many  other  aecidenLs  occur- 
but  always  terminate  by  some  fortunate  du 
which  restores  tlie  lost  jiapers — the  men 
selvex,  and  uU  thosu  to  whom  they  recount  tbvi 
wonderful  adventures,  arc  lost  in  a&tontshment . 
their  frequent  recurrence — I  have  aever  helped 
any  one  to  inter)>ret  the  man'el — but  I  lake 
care  to  write  nothing  that  Isidore  IWtone  may 
iMt  read.— This  summons  to  Camilla's  none 
must  not  be  sent  by  me — and  here  it  is, 
Juliet,  tliat  1  think  your  page  may  be  of 
preraous  service.     Think  you  not  tlmt  he  may 
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be  made  to  ondentand  iJ>e  strait  tliat  we  are 
in,  ntfficieatly  to  l>e«r  uur  tne««^  ufvly  to 
Jacinilin  Com?" 

"  He  very  sure  l»e  tDtij' — let  kim  bat  un<ter- 
mnd  that  yuur  talVty  rt.-»l»  upon  tiii  caution,  aiid 
ywi  will  find  bodi  lii.4  li<lelit)'  and  tiix  sharp  wit 
will  stand  tlie  test  oi' service." 

"Thro  we  will  lone  no  timi-— i*eek  poor 
Ctraillu,  my  di-ur  Juliet — and  bring  bvr  to  ine— 
I  will  send  for  Morgante,  and  as  won  us  we  Iiave, 
bttween  ib,  made  bini  fully  an-urv  of  tbv  rwU 
(■niineis  ttf  oiir  embuwy,  1  will  sit  dgnii  to  write 
tocb  lelteni  for  my  friviids  at  Koim>,  us  may  pasn 
My." 

Julii't   luiMcnotl  to  (execute   tbu  cnronmsionf 

Md  rettirni-d  abnost  iininiiliuU'ly  witb  Camilla; 

Wr  dill  tlic  «aavh  for  tlie  (Ktgc  lake  lonj; ;  tlie 

Abbcn's   mcsaigp  found    liitn    surruundMl    by 

rUpTJy  recluM-9,  wlu>m  iw  wu«  amimiiifr  by  bia 

coiircrsation ;  wbich,  mt  it  w»s  fpirnislied  on  tbis 

occasion  with  all  the  Iiwning,  lunl  all  tlie  Wly  »au-a 

lie  Iiad  ever  bfar«i  from  I'lithcr  Liiurence,  seemed 

tittle  Uns  tban  miniculoui  tu  tlie  ^juod  iiiuis. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 


The  good  I  aund  on  »  my  miUi  and  Hmimi;. 


When  the  little  council  wore  aMembIrd, 
AbbesH,  wbo  bad  prcnously  cxpluiiinl  Lcr  obje 
to  Catnilla,  uddreissed  the  page  vrith  an  inc 
of — bow  he  Imd  passed  the  night? — if  he 
brcnkfa&ted  well  ? — and  the  like.     She  was 
unconsciotui  of  the  imposing  effect  of  her 
manner,   and   was  desirous  of  setting   the 
at  Ills  ease,    before  tbej'  opened   to   bim 
important  biisinoss  in  n-hicb  (licy  required  lit«iud? 
Tin!   carelcw    indiffen-nc*.'  expressed  by  thp 
countenance  uf  Mur^iito,  contrasted  ftrangeii 
willi  the  BUxiouB  look*  d"  llie  thrcv  females; 
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OOT  Ciunllln,  vt  slio  fix^ d  1i<t  eyes  on  tbp  puny 
RauiTC  aiul  childiiili  lur  of  the  boy,  ughrd  as 
■he  lJioti]B^t  bow  <l(«pcnitc  that  hope  must  be, 
lUdi  rntcd  for  success  on  tlw  power  oiiil  wUI  of 
ndbui  aB;«nt. 

Juliet  read  her  thoughts,  and  {giving  her  aunt 
tlook,  wlticl)  sUe  interpreted  rightly  to  mean — 
Ut  me  settle  it  uith  lum, — she  cnlled  the  boy  to 
n,  aiid  taking  him  by  the  hnnd,  said  slowly 
Dd  grarely — 
"  Listen  rery  attentively,  my  dear  Morgiuite, 

irhat  I  wn  going  lo  say  to  you '* 

In  an  iii»tnnt,  tlie  vrlwlc  bearing  and  tnann«r 
the  buy  were  diaiiged. — He  rused  liia  eyc9  lo 
'  (acv  of  hi*  young  init4Ure»s,  with  a  I<Kik  <if 
:b  deep  iiiterr-Ht  und  keen  attention,  that  bt<- 
bc  liud  H)Mken  a  word  in  reply,  Ciunilln 
her  iK-ad  ^m  tliv  hand  with  ivhtcli  slie 
rapported  it,  and  looked  und  listened  till 
tpe  seemed  once  more  aniikencd  witliin  her. 
Juliet  stated  the  esse  exactly  o*  it  stood ;  and 
pugh  at  the  fint  moment  of  her  doing  to,  btith 
AbbcM  and  Camilla  started,  and  exchanged 
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a  j^Iance  of  doubt  und  alarm,  a  wry  sWi  tia» 
sufGce<l  lu  convince  tlicm,  tliBt  Juliet  knrw  «rll 
wlial  »Ue  was  about.  After  li«t«iiing^  Hi  thr 
whole,  including  (lie  task  he  was  to  perforro,  in 
perfect  silence,  Morgante  stcppt-d  ncniM  ike 
room,  to  where  tlie  pale  and  sorraw-Mrkbii 
vForaan  sat,  whose  life  was  now  trusted  to  lu*ii»- 
cwtion.  There  was  something  very  tMic&inf 
iti  the  manner  in  whicli  hv  duuiged  the  <ittt 
shiill  treble  of  lus  luuul  tone,  ulmoM  into  > 
whisper  as  he  said, — 

"Lady— I  would    to  God  that  you  M 
itouter  friend  to  help  you  in  this  tnatter- 

for  truth  nnd  ^od  will Du  not  fear,  d<«rblT| 

to  trust  to  Illy  young  ini-itress^^— She  woidd  not 

epeuk  iw  she  lius  .>iputcoii iHi«  n-ouhl  not  kt 

you  truftt  thix  mciwiige  to  me,  if  tliere  went  mf 
AangeT  in  your.  <toing  so, — Teach  ine  the  <nc^ 
I  ain  to  my ;  let  vac  repeat  them  to  you,  tN 
I  may  know  I  haro  karnt  them  rightly :  •■• 
after  that,  I  will  carry  tli«in  to  Ronu>, . 
them  in  the  cam  of  your  nurse." 

Cjunilla  nus   completely   rvaMurpd- 


i 
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great  was  the  change  from  utter  IiApcIeiMnen 

I  the  cliance  of  e!Kia|>e  tlint  wan  now  opened  to 

I\et,  that  she  no  longer  seeinerl  tlie  same  being;. 

iHer  opinion  of  Morgniite's  fiiiie«s  fur  IiIn  em- 

[tmsy  vnw  now  stronger  tiian  ever  her  <ti>ubtx 

W  been ;  aiid  tliruwittg  lutidc  all  restruini,  sbe 

Wit«l  fully  all  the  Iwrrofs  thut  awaited  tier,  wore 

«bt-  disappointed  in  her  present  hope;  nitd  all 

die  c«n6dence  she  felt  in  bcin^  able  to  cacupe 

1^,  if  Jacintha  would  rome  to  her. 

TTie  AbbesH  and  Juliet  spoke  not  a  word,  but 

Ind)  felt  tltal  tJie  newly  aw^ened  oournge  of 

Cmilb,  luid  the  shrewdness  of  their  little  agent, 

[JlHtified  l)ie  most  sanguine  hopes  for  the  success 

of  Aeir  scheme. 

Hjinn^  fully  pws^icwiod  the  boy  of  what  slie 
■ishi'd  bim  to  <uiy,  and  heaixl  liini  repeat  it  witli 
puKtilioiix  exa<.-ine*8,  (Emilia  rose,  and  approach- 
ing the  Ahbem,  and  ]ier  niece,  attempted  to 
Itfmk  of  tliank» and  eternal  gratitude;  but 
tehoBt  WH  much  too  full,  and  she  left  the  room, 
tibdnlge  III  th«  solitude  nf  her  cell  tlie  new 


oilier  paitB  of  tltc  cliunicttfr  lie  was  to  ai 
In    this,  thmt  was  do  K^eat   iltflicullj 
courier  wm  to   liavp  charge  of  liim  (ill 
ploi-cd  in  tliv  luinds  of  tlie  permn  to 
wiw  rii:ointncti<lMl  by  A  Icltvf  fnim  ken 
puliixiio  vrat  to  ncuT  ibe  ri,iu(U'nv<>  ot 
JacintJui  Com,  m  to  roiulrr  litt  (^•ttfa 
porfcctly  «»)-.     His  [)Toiioimrin('  iJie 
till*  Countess  ill  MoikIoIIo,  uoulil  ucoiu 
Im  reception  by  her,  oni)  wlien  oncei 
tJie  remainder  of  his  UmIc  would  he  cut 
o&tenMble  motive  of  liis  jouniey  was  to 
in  a  letter  from  tlie  Abbcm  to  a  ditd 
friend  at  Rome,  recommending  bis  fiad 
a  valuable  acqUMlioii  to  tliv  privaitJ 
the  Vatican,      This  fine  roicv  (whici 
way  he  realty  possessed),  lie  was  sudden 
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^  to  ihe  pmlectioii  which  ihe  Abbess  atood 
^vd  to  nffurtl  him.  Jadaiha  Corri  had  in 
r  pamsfrion  a  considerable  num  of  money  bv- 
Igin^  to  the  CouiiteMi  di  Moiidellu,  which  hud 
En  prm-ided  for  hex  la.tt  ill-«tsm.-d  ewupe,  and 
isallcoDtui^ni'ti:«np{>vaiv«!  to  be proindcd for. 
Whatever  Grriildiuc  d'Albaiio  undertook,  was 
rfeanted  with  a promptitnde  and  rapidity,  which 
•n  gnre  her  the  apj>eanincc  of  jHWHeiiuit);  mcaiu 

Ktion,  equal  to  her  will;  and  tbi§  peculiar 
icacuri>lie  of  Iter  mind  luul  ^jreatly  increatetl 
t Ua  generally  conueited  of  her  extraordinary 
mr  aiul  inflttimce.  Ftefore  Lite  hour  of  noon, 
r  iattan  were  nntten;  her  courier  niid  his 
iwtfful  honw  ready  to  Mart,  an^l  M"f);nitie, 
raished  with  n  pillion,  which  woidd  render  his 
■t  behind  him  both  i.-s«y  luid  secure. 
^Bko  the  commtmily  anembled  in  tlie  r«'fee> 
i^fbr  dUuier,  tlie  trarellersnere  cilrvady  on  their 
■d;  and  the  Abberw,  Iter  young  niece,  <iimI  the 
nbrtnoate  object  of  their  aiixiouN  eare,  felt  ba 
r  Uf  tlie  difficulties  which  had  encompaaied 
kiB  the  night  before,  were  already  surmounted. 
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Tbo  Abbtits  iTCOniincii(io<)  lo  Camilla, 
fully  to  coiicKvl  tlie  U:t|i|ty  cluingc  wiiich 
taken  jiUce  in  the  istattf  of  hor  spirits :  to 
tiDue  liCT  luiivly  nunl>lc«  iindcr  the  mulbe 
trees,  and  to  ooiifirm  tliv  tivn  of  mental  dc 
ment,  (u  fiir  us  hIic  could  do  to,  without  dra« 
too  great  a  (legrcv  of  atltmtion  upon  her. 
mvdiat^ly  after  dinner  (ienddino  ordered  rame  ■ 
tliv  oldest,  and  mostTinflueiitialamongtlientnu,! 
attend  her,  nnd  harin^  indulged  them,  by  lis 
\l\g  to  all  their  own  conjeetures  respecliE 
Camilla,  she  gave  it  as  her  decided  opinion, 
the  unfoitunate  nun  wai  not  in  her  right  sen 
but  that  it  would  be  cruel  anit  unchristianlike  i 
act  upon  thU  belief,  till  they  were  very  sura  i 
WW  well  founded.  She  therefore  Te<]»ested 
them  all  to  use  their  influence  with  (lie  yoniig;er 
part  of  the  eommunit\',  tJmt  no  mention  of  this 
melancholy  suspicion  should  be  made  at  tb* 
next  \T»it  of  the  Abbot — iwr  even,  if  it  could 
possibly  be  avoided,  any  allusion  to  it  uttemi  ]» 
ooiifcMJon. 

Tlie  Abbess,  as  she  had  Butiei|^>atcd,  fbuiNl  oo 
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great  difficult}-  in  calming  tlie  abuni  lluii  bad 

begfun  to  spread  through  the  convent.    Tbc  rldtT 

I  nuits,  among  whom  it  had  arisen,  mere  Huflicii-ntl)' 

I  £acreet  to  confine  their  speculations  uptni  it  to 

j  ihoee  of  their  own  standing.     There  wm*,  how- 

trrr,    one  opinion,  which    prevailed   gonerallv 

llnongh  the  convent,  and  this  wns,   tliat  sister 

Cunilla    was     unhappy.      Some    mriiiber«    of 

iW  society,  who  loved  tlie  terrible,  had  hinte<l 

•D  opinHm,  tliat  she  intended  to  destroy  herself. 

Her  lung  sotitiuy  walks,  her  avoidance  of  ail 

MOVersution,  and  the  uni.'^arying  gadnesa  of  her 

CouitviMuiCi',  were  ull  stated  to  he  proofs  of  an 

lufitm  Mate  of  mind,  vcr^-  likely  to  lead  to  such  a 

mulL     To  this  suggestion,  the  Abbess  of  course 

Urtoued  with  gri.'Wt  a)>pcnratic>f  of  uttcntioti ;  but 

eoiwtnntly  rc[Ksili.-d  hor  iiij  unctions,   that   tiicy 

nImuUI  |utirntly  wait   for   tlir  develo])roriit  of 

funlu-T  symptoms,  before  they  openly  expressed 

their  opinio ts. 

This,  she  well  knew,  woidd  be  quite  KiiRident 
t»  Kttdcr  mj'Mcry  on  the  subject  tlie  fiL-diion 
throughout  tliv  whole  «stublisbtn<;nt.     Thi-  inut- 
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tered  consultation)),  the  giiMsi{>piti^  comnttl 
and  tlie  wUisp«red  forpbodings,  that  sbe 
well  assured  mint  take  place,  woukl  only  iml 
to  confirni  the  impression  which  il  waa  her  wiifc 
In  i^jrcEul,  respecting  the  unfortunate  object  tl 
Iht  lutxicty. 

It  was  tlie  same  sister  Afipithn,  who  hod  fini 
uictitioued  to  the  Alibfss  the  suspicion  of  poir 
Cumilln'ft  pregiuuiey,  that  imw  became  the  priiH 
cqial  organ  of  the  rumour  which  succeeded. 

As  soon  as  the  conference  with  the  Abba* 
wnft  ended,  sister  Agatha  rc]uur«^  to  tlMcaOi 
Iter  inoM  familiar  frii'nd,  sister  Marin,  and  I 
ber  en^ged  with  tito  others  in  a  clos4>  and  ii 
discussion  on  the  very  subject  vrhtch  she  m 
came  to  enlighten.     The  words   shv  htmi 
cnlvriug  were , — 

"  It  ia  not  for  holy  women  like  oiirwln» 
Nster-  Mai^^ctla,  to  pretend  to  understand  »ik* 
innttcrBi  but,  in   holy  truth,  I  believe  tlinl  ik 

devoted  creature  ii os  no  nun  can  be — ■n' 

Uve." 


"  Talk  not  so  wildly,  good  sUtcr,"  sdd  Afidk 


nm  among  tb^ni. — "  I  ame  l>u(  now 
Abbess." 
wlmt  sax's  she  ?  for  tlte  lore  of  God, 
i  jrou  li2ve  beard." 

•kyH,"  replied  A^tlia,  "  exactly  what 
•nd  gifted  a  penoo  might  be  exjiected 
xacUy-  wbat  I  always  ihougbt  iny- 
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a   it  is  ao !"   nid    Btster   MargaretCa. 
iy, 

iii<l<^rd,  is  it,"  ratnmcd  Agatba.  "  I 
■y  one  of  you  could  erer  have  made 
D  on  the  subject.     To  see  the  wild  look 

eyes  is  quite  enougb." 
lat  a  s)-mptotn,  atster  Agatha  T'  usked 
Booently. 
w  sore  it  n ;  and  thvti  her  loiig  silent 

der  tlMM  <brk  trees .     She  niusl 

ed  closely,  lM)ly  ii»tvn(,  or  it  will  b«  all 
I  Uer,  before  we  know  where  we  are." 

boly  Virgin  protect  tan  I     Is  it  so  near 
er  AgatbaV 

I? — Who  shall   Kiy   bow   near  it  n't 
e3 
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Who  shtiU  say  how  soon  a  poor  dimractej 
ercnttirc  may  find  the  means  of  pulliug  an  eod 
tobcrlifc?" 

"  DiMtractnt  ?"  said  all  tlir&e.  in  a  sort  tf 
flattciit^l  tout-  of  voicf,  wheri'iii  a  line  and  svh^t 
v«x  niifrht  have  vaiigtit  u  Uight,  but  most  slmgt 
mixture  of  (li:>ap|)«itiinient. 

"  Uistraclwl  ?"  reitcratwi  sister  Margaitlb— 

"  But  the  other  drnutful  fMir whalttyaib 

to  lliati" 

"  What  can  sho  say,  mort>  than  exactly  ^ 
I  said  myself,  stslcr  Mdigiiiflta  ?  It  is  all  ttaf 
itnd  nonsctisp,  dmr  kitten.  It  vsvt  only  tlir  MIf 
of  that  silly  woman,  sister  Mudaline,  that  Ml  it 
story  about." 

Her  three  uudil^trs  liMtkcd  hiaiik  ;  yrt  tlw-re** 
riotliing  a|>|iro!icliing  to  cruelty  tii  ilie  italim  of 
«ilher  of  tlient,  luid  llic  natural  HiilMtiatuin  of  i 
woman's  heart  appeared  the  moment  after;  bsl 
40  strong  was  tlie  craving,  in  their  stagnant  MB 
of  existence,  for  whatever  could  excite  lum—l 
feeling,  that  any  emotion,  however  terrible,  ■* 
At  the  first  moment  rather  welcome  than  Mlw^ 
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wise.     A  Iiurrican«  b  a  reliof  iiftvr  tlio  horrid 
(tUIuras  of  »  long  deep  ctkn. 

"  'I'luLiik  Uod  I"  said  sUtrr  'liTmii,  after  tlit 
intt-rrul  tfi  a  moment. 

"  'I'tiank   the  holy   Motli«r  of  Jc»m !"   «uM 
Maria  ft'ivtfiitly. 

"  Blo«4.-d    b«    dl    tb«    aaiiiLi  7"    oxclaitniNl 
Margurctta,  devoutly  crowing  herm'lf;  **  mad- 

ncM  »  tcrriblo ;  lint  what  a  tliut  cmnp<ir<><l 

to  the- ." 

"  Jn    pace!- "  aildod   IVroso,   iti    n   low 

whupcr. 

"  Don't  lerri^-  youmclves  by  thinking  about 
that,  good  Hintere,"  said  jVgatha ;  "  I  believe  our 
mother  U  not  over  well-plensed  tlint  such  a 
Dotioo  should  be  put  into  Hrcidation.  SuUrr 
Madaline  ought  to  do  |>eDatK'c  for  having  Npukeu 
it  UvcaiisB  »]ic  went  once  to  lake  leave  of  her 
I  cousiii  when  ithc  died  in  diild-bcdf  kIiv  fmicin 
slie  knows  more  about  all  tlie»«  lliingM  than 
■By  onv  else  in  the  community ;  and  that's  a  giu 
!■  of  presumption,  to  say  ttiv  lewt  of  tt" 
B      TIic  four  holy  goesips  then  set  out,  by  common 
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conaent,  to  icpread  tlie  Alibem's  opinion  respM^ 
iitg  Camilla's  Htate  of  iniud,  Utrougliout  (Ik 
eHtttblisbnient ;  and  b«for«  ibey  assembled  lot 
HUpper,  all  die  nuos,  and  most  of  the  novice 
liail  been  made  acquainted  wiib  all  «be  i»iiiit , 
and  a  great  deal  more. 

While  tbb(  di»«u»*ion  was  afTonlinfr  ooai|a- ' 
UoM  to  nearly  tbe  wbote  conrent,  OrndfiMt 
relicvwf  from  tJie  fioit  deadly  terror  which  d«  ] 
confession  of  CWnilbi  oeca.->ioried  faer,  inriltd ' 
Juliet  to  walk  with  her  on  the  terrace  that  vttf  \ 
looked  tbe  »ea. 

"  What? the   beaalifid    terrace   we  nw 

from  the  water?"  inc)uired  Juliet.  "  Ho« 
Mtai^  it  is,  that  I  ahould  so  completely  ban 
forgotten  it !  But  where  is  it  ?  I  bare  beta  ia 
many  rooms,  but  bare  seen  none  that  overlMfc 

k.^ 

"  There  are  none,  JulteL  It  would  hanlW 
sati^'  the  jealous  caution  of  the  diurcb,  could 
her  dcvotevs  bohl  such  free  commnnion  witii  tbt 
world,  thougli  only  with  their  eyes,  ma  sneh  a 
prospect    would    pennit.      No;    w«    hare   a» 
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that  oTprlook  the  Adriatic  The  mn^  of 
viadows,  which  you  saw  as  the  resM'l  puss«l, 
*m  those  of  (he  chapel." 

"  And  do  you  pass  through  tJie  cliapel  Ui 
Ktch  tlic  tcmicc  ?"  iaquired  Juliet,  otMerriiii; 
thi  hcT  aunt  lod  thr  wtiy  towards  it. 

I  ini^fat  answer  both  yes  and  no  to  tliar, 
iaUtt,  for  KJthirr  woid<l  be  true.    We  must  enter 
At  buJJiling  of  which  the  chapel  makes  part, 
ad  jet  wc  do   tiot  i»a»  through  tJie  cbapvl. 
lb  fmmagty"  sh«  continued,  ])utting  a  key  into 
the  hide  of  a  anali   door,    wluch  immediutcly 
yieUed   before   her ;    "  this   panage   wan   con- 
Mnded,  I  believe,  merely  for  th«  workmen  wh<i 
■igkl  be  required  to  ke«p  the  building  in  rejuiir, 
ir  ii  leads  oidy  to  a  rude  chamber  where  lad- 
den,  tools,  ropes,  aiid  other  lumber  are  dcpouled. 
The  chapel  is  (u  the  right  of  in ;  and  here,"  die 
aided,  ad«-micing  into  the  lumber-room  she  had 
"  ed,  **  here  are  various  doon,  which  give 
to  different  parts  of  tlic  building.     I'his 
believe,  leads  up  to  the  belfry  and  the 
this  opetts  directly  into  the  chapel,  b<.>hind 
El 
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the  DUMdve  monument  of  our  foundCT,  wUtJ 
serves  to  conccul  it;  und  lien.*,"  adranciDgua^ 
smuU  urchw-ay,  "  wv  nhiitl  lii»I  tJuit  which  it  i 
cnoftiict  IIS  to  the  terrace." 

Witli  (he  aame  key  the  now  opiiie<i  u  Urn  i 
narrow  tloor  »t  tlie  foot  of  a  Mii'p  flight  of  fte 
lifter  moniitiiiK  a  few  of  whicli,  Juliet  feh 
fre«h  sea  hree^c  from  ahove,  and,  quicUy  cli 
ing  tlie  reat,  lOte  ittepped  out  upon  a  broad  1 
ntce,  fiaukeil  by  the  graceful  lancet  windon  i 
tlie  dmgiol,  on  one  side,  atul  overlooking 
ninny  wuvcn  of  the  Adriatic,  on  die  other, 
atti'rrd  on  exelamauon  of  surprii^  anil  ddigl 
w  slie  looked  out  upon  the  view  that  tlie 
)dic  Htood  upon  commanded.  Ancona,  with 
grore  of  ina§ts,  its  towers,  and  its  castle, 
viable  at  tlie  distance  of  two  mile« ;  but  the  cl<« 
bright  atmosphere,  ihrougli  which  she  aw  ili 
gave  it  the  appearunce  of  being  much  nearer. 

"  You  do  not  think   I  praixed   my  walk  tM 
much,  Jidiet  ?" 

•'  It  would  be  imposnhlc  < — how  deliciou*  il 
tliis  shade,  when  all  the  rust  of  tJie  world  teem 
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ffufuhtne  !       WcJ!  may  you   lore  thb 
walk,  my  d«»r  nunu" 

"  It  is  t>ecau.<ie  I  do  love  it  so  mticli,  tluit  I 
come  to  it  by  the  oWure  passn^  I  have  aliowu 
JDu,  You  look  as  if  you  tliou^lit  tlin  h  Htrangv 
TBitoti — but  1  can  easily  explain  it.  It  is  ut  tliis 
rod,  to  whic-Ji  wc  tir«  now  approavliing,  llmt  the 
'fpiha  and  )iiu>dsume  iq>prMicl)  to  it  a  situated. 
L'rulpr  tliis  nrc-h,  which,  us  you  pcrcvivc,  is  nuu\t 
l»  rarrcxpond  with  tliv  mngv  of  chiipcl  windows, 
»  a  door-way,  luutin^  from  tJic  gullvry  by  wbicli 
tbc  AJilwt  of  St.  Andrea  viilers  his  st-nt,  when  hr 
fi&uis  moss  in  our  cbapvl.  'I'his  ^llery  runs 
'tnm  llic  public  ciirridor  ut  tlie  top  of  tlic  g^'eat 
'■lircascs  ami  I  couUl  hardly  enter  it  without 
tke  cha»c<;  of  mi>etinfr  Mnne  poor  wcary-lookinj; 
nun,  wIh)  would  give  one  of  her  finjireni  to  join 
■He  b  my  walk.  Dut  not  to  mention  that  this 
wjuld  greatly  destroy  my  enjoyment,  I  really 
naM  not  [lerniit  it,  without  ninninf;  the  ri&k  of 
I  tt^rimand  (ivm  our  visitor  the  Abbot,  ami 
Atitfote  I  have  decided  not  to  put  myself  in  the 

"■]r  of  being  tempted  to  it,  by  the  beMechinj; 
£6 


cy**  of  my  poor  reclu.<i«M.  It  i*  for  ihw 
tliat  I  tiltnosl  always  make  aae  of  this  obtattt 
K)>])roacli,  which  effectually  wcum  mo  from  tnj 
chatice  of  meeting  iliem." 

"  Poor  thiii^ )"  naid  Juliet,  as  Alll^  luuked 
over  tlic  balu.trnulii't  u{M>n  the  bright  fuid  wit 
expaiiHe  of  (he  oea,  "  I  really  pity  th<in  fur  llw 
privHtion.  Have  tliey  never,  thvii,  looker)  upm 
thin  lovely  view?" 

"  They  enjoy  it  twice  in  every  year ;  and  ftt^ 
hapt  the  more  keculy,  Juliet,  because  it  cami* 
rM>  often«r.  There  are  two  religiouii  fpdtitaU,— 
oni%  tliat  of  tlie  Aasumptlon,  on  the  l&tli  <f 
Au|;u»t ;  and  tlit^  otlier,  Homewliat  lew  »ptendii 
in  honour  of  John  tlie  Ilaplist,  on  the  '24ti<l] 
June,— which  are  celebrated  by  a  procndaD 
bur|>;<>s  from  Ancona  to  Cane  Kruf^U'.  Od 
occasions,  our  wh<Ae  community  come  out  uf* 
thifl  terrace,  and  ningja  hymn  an  it  passoa-  'Hm 
bnliMttade*  are  hun^  with  pictun-t^  tn(M«irT< 
and  iuniimerablc  garlands  of  flowon;  and  ikl 
preparing  for  tlieae  galas  i<i,  to  our  idle  boMf 
hold,  ijuite  as  great  a  Hource  of  enjoyment  at  tkt 
10 
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themsetres.     But  now,    my  dearcM 

Inltet,  let  me  speak  to  you  on  a  topic,  wliicli   I 

^uM  not  liave  delayed  even  tliiu  long,  bui  fur 

the  «ail    bitsioefts  wliicli  lias  occupied  me  Miict- 

ynterday.     1  Itad  not  meuDt  to  have  slept,  aft<-r 

Winging  you  under  my  own  roof,  Juliet,  u-ilhoiit 

convening  witli  you  upon  a  subject  tlie  most  im- 

poriBiit  to  which  human  beings  can  turn  ifaeir 

lluiughts.     TrII  m«,  my  love,  and  speak  wholK' 

without  f«-ar,  \ai  your  cohfessor  made  you  ac- 

itmiiiicd  witli  the  grvut  truths  of  rrligion  If" 

"  My  cntifimor  hu»  taugtit  mc,"  replied  Juliet, 
"  to  n-jHtU  many  prayers  to  attend,  as  regularly 
M  may  be,  the  offices  of  the  clinpel,  and  to  coit- 
ftm  ail  my  sins  to  him  once  ever)-  mouth." 

"  Do  you  understand  (iie  pniyers  you  repent, 
tt  dtoM  you  listen  to  f 
"  I  do  itot,"  answered  Juliet,  colouring. 
"  You  have  heard  much  of  the  reformed  reli- 
llioa,  my  <)ear  child ;   do  you  understand  what 
in  doctriiits  arc  f" 
"  I  believe  so." 
"  Kxplain  ihcm  to  me." 
k6 
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"  They  are  doctrines  which  must  ic 
Fatlier    Laurence    says,    but   as    1  do   not 
lieve — all  who  believe  them,  to  etenuil  pu 
toent." 

"  And  the  cat}iolic  religion,  Juliet,  what 
its  doctrines  ?" 

Juliet  bunt  into  tens. 

**  Ought  I  to  knuw  all  tliu,  my  dearest  aunti 
fhtHkid. 

"  Amuredly,  my  love,"  replied  the  Abbess, 

"  Then  may  the  God  of  mercy  foi^ve  me ! 
aid  Juliet,  with  great  cmotitm,  *'  for,  alas ! 
kuow  nothing  of  iu" 

**  Fear  not  that  1  should  mtsloeul  you,  Juliet- 
I    understand  that  look,  dearest — I   know  yd 
cannot  fear  it.     But  darkness  deeper  than 
of  midnight,  envelopes  your  ^irit.     Have  yc 
strength  to  bear  the  light  f" 

'*  If  y«ni  will   lut   it  in  upon  me.  my  only" 
friciii)"-!  am  coiimioim  of  my  ignorance — I  feel 
how  unwortliy  the  religious  instruction  I  have 
received,  is  of  the  great  subject  it  pretended  to 
teach  me. — I  would  worship  the  Guil  tltat  made 
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tte,  In  the  way  that  should  please  him  beat 
— ud  you  shall  t«ach  tac  that  way.  Ij^oraut 
M 1  am.  I  fc^l  ussiirrd  tluit  wiih  ymi,  I  nin  safe. 
My  happiiiew  in  this  life — my  Kdviitiun  iii 
^t  which  is  to  cone — are  in  yoiir  hands. 
Hid  I  any  pledge  yet  dearer,  ni«Kt  willingly 
*i>ii!d  1  give  ic,  to  prorc  bow  entirely  I  ktva 
nd  triBt  you  I" 

G^raldiRe  wjw  deeply  aiTeclMl. 

"  It »  an  awful  pli-<l^>,  my  Juliet,"  «hc  siiid, 
iftrr  a  moment's  silence ;  **  but  I  shouUI  be 
Uk  alike  to  Hi-uven  lutd  to  you,  did  I  rrftute 
"•  May  tho  Ood  who  ba»  preserved  inc  for 
tUi  liitppy  hwtr,  through  «o  many  yeart  of  dan- 
|<!r,  lead  you,  by  my  band,  to  tlte  altar  where 
By  <U-ar  mother  wonthtppod  Him !  Ilm,  Juliet, 
ii  my  fint,  I  could  ulino«it  aay,  my  ooly  wi^t  on 
imh." 

It  was  impo^hle  that  «yes  and  voice  could 
more  afTvctiun,  than  did  tli(Kt4!,  with  which 
answereil  this  aMuraiicc.     The  few  words 

icb  bad  just  piNKsl  between  ibem,  were  Id  truib 
l|rr««t  comfort  to  both ;  the  last  burrier  to  their 
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))(Trfeet  unitj'  of  thought  and  fefling  wM  »• 
moved,  and,  notwithstanding  th«  differcnct  *l 
age,  both  equally  felt  this  happiness. 

**  One  §hort  monlli  ago,"  said  GeralduK,  "  t 
dared  not  hope  tluit  1  «Jiuuld  ever  aguii  tutt 
the  pleasure  1  now  enjoy.  My  Mttiaticm  W 
boon  one  of  frightful  rootraint;  and  but  1st 
tJie  persuusi«M)  tliat  I  vra»  dniog  good  to 
whose  fiUfi  was  Mtill  »dd«r  than  my  own,  1 
not  hav«  Kup]>ortfd  it." 

"  And   these  poor  nuiw,   my  dear  aunt, 
none  of  them  know — bare  none  ever  kmiwi)  *»■' 
shared  your  principles  f"  ^ 

"  Not  one,  JuUeL  Could  I,  by  the  sacrifiw" 
of  my  life,  have  turned  this  drear)-  ahodf  id 
heurtlcM  superstition,  into  a  society  of  hm7 
grateful  wonhippers  of  the  bounteous  G«l  ^^ 
nature — could  1  have  led  iliem  in  safety  and  il 
freedom  to  a  pure  protntiuit  altar,  1  would  Uv( 
done  it,  tJiough  I  hud  inwnitMl  my  funeral  |ak 
tlie  hour  after.  But  I  hud  ito  »uch  power.  1 
might  have  njiokcn  the;  wonis  of  God  to  somt. 
who  1  tliiuk  would  Itave  listened  to  in« ;  but  1 
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could  not  do  it,  wtdiout  cxpming  Uiem  to  the 
ridt  of  poTRccution,  tortun-!i,  luid  death.  1 
favi  no  Imv  of  Christ  that  warnints  such  an 
ict" 

"  But  has  not  the  witnessing  u  supentitioiu 
worehip  been  a  coiistimt  source  i>f  luthapiiincw 
ID  you  V"  mid  Juliet. 

"  Far  from  it. — A  mind  sincercfy  devout, 
■y  dear  Juliet,  will  find  in  every  religion  itiat 
tnnike!  the  living  God,  too  much  in  comman 
•ilh  its  own  feelings,  to  expiTienoe  any  repug- 
nauoe  at  witneiuur^  its  ceremontei^  At  least, 
tuch  are  my  feelings.  TIutc  a  hui  one  stai«  of 
luod  on  tills  suhjiMM  wbicit  I  vannot  itilenite. 
IV  nbsenet!  of  all  religion  leaves  man  a  mon- 
■ter — aiHl   ir  i»  rather  instinct,  than  judgment, 

tW  niaketi  us  loalJie  him .     No,  Juliet,  ilie 

Jniiag  my  voice  to  those  of  my  innocent,  but 

iB-tauglit  nuns,  has   never  caused  me  to  pray 

let*  fervently.     Think  not,  that  1  could  profane 

■n  altar  dedicated  to  God,  by  knuckling  in  im- 

pious  mockery  before  tt     Whether  within  the 
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Wills  of  that  diapel,  or  here,  Wnestli  the  ranlt 
reared  in  ia  perfect  beauty  by  llis  a«ii  indul- 
gvflt  bantl.  I  am  equally  l>rtorc  Ilim." 

"  1  caa  understand  that,"  rrpUcd  Juliet ;  "  but 
there  are  circvmtitsiKes  in  your  flitnation,  which 
are  still  inconrcit^blr  to  me.  How  is  it,  be- 
loved friend,  thai  with  principle  so  totally  at 
rariauce  with  those  of  idl  aruund  yon,  you  hare 
contrived  to  obtain  the  reputation  of  being  tb* 
strictest  and  holiest  Abbess  of  the  a^  f 

"  By  honestly  liesen-ingit,  Juliet.  Thei 
of  the  Koman  Catholie  rel^on  arc  no  wli 
more  repdarly  attended  to,  or  pet^mned 
more   rvtidy   oU.'dieuoe,   than    in   my   conxi 
Were  it  otherwise,   I  should  be  very 
I  had  not  the  power  of  conferrii^  the  hi 
of  ray  own   religion   upon   them,   but    1 
laboured  iucessanily  to  confinn  and  strengitheal 
their  trust  in  God,  and  tlieir   Sariour,   and  tv] 
guard  the  due   performance   of  the  rites,  wili 
which  their  (athera  worshipped  Ilim." 

*'  But  surely  many  other  superiors   may  be. 
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found,    who    are    equaiUy    observant    in   tbm 
respects,   yet   no   name  resounds  tlirougb   the 
csUwIic  world  like  yotus." 
Tlte  Abbess  amlvd. 

'*  Yuti  an-  u  clo«i.-  inquirer,  Juliet,  and  the  answer 

to  your  (]uc«tian  involvi'S  whiit  I  bcli^rve  to  be  the 

jrrat  secret  in  the  wt  of  governing.     It  is  not 

rtrict  discipline,  which  produces  Tcbcllion ;  but  th« 

nxatious  intvTfcn^ce  of  power,  oil  points  wliere 

its  eiertion  is  tinneccwary.     To  define  cwmicliy 

where  the  exerciifc  of  autliorit)'  would  be  lulran- 

ligtoiB,  and  where  it  would  not,  wiw  my  find 

*Wy.     The  relit^ious  olmcn'aiiccs  bein^  exactly 

pnfarmcd,  and  tin*  rule  of  the  convent  punctually 

"Wjud,  1  bitve  interfered  uo  farther  than  miglit 

frrt  to  show  the  aifevtiunate  interest  I  take  in 

^  «elfiire  and  bappineaii  of  each  aiid  all  of 

"W    Anotlier  of  my  secrets  is,  that  1  never 

^wiwe  with  the  laws  by  wluch   I   profess  to 

p'/va.    Tlie  ref|;ulatioRs  of  the  C8btbli>linient 

■**«  no*  been  dianged  in  any  verj-  exKeiuiul 

P^U,  since  1  became  the  superior ;  like  tlio.'«e 

'  Uust  others,  they  are  wise  and  beneliciiil  to 
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bU — tny  great  iiinonitiaD  haut  breri,  Utc 
care  tiuU  thrv  wvk  iiivnriiibly  follows il. 
1  hud  iHt-ii  Abbe^  a  week,  my  irnus  dtMWvc 
tliat  Auch   w«s   my   purpoM — and   i   Iture  had 
wonderfulty  lilUe  trouble  abuut  it  mce.  A  pu 
nent  that  is  kn<nm  to  be  tnvvibiblr,  is  cit 
not  incurred,  or  quietly  giibmitled  to;  wU 
this,  tliat  I  ner^r  bad  a  fovaurite,  ami  you  i 
in  posseiMion  of  my  n-liole  ntystcry." 

Tbe  i>ell  for  vcAfM-ni  began  to  rin^,  w 
Abbess  spoke  tJie  last  wonls,  and  Juliet  uttt 
an   exclamation,  cxpr«itsive  of  regret  that 
walk  must  end. 

**  It  shall  be   renewed  to-morrow,   dearest, 
said  the  Abbess  ckeerfolly.     "  I  guessed  w« 
that  you  would  h>rc  tliiit  x^wt  as  dmrly  m  1 
This  shall  he  our  school  and  our  ttfmplc,  Julie 
and   it  b  here  that  1  bop«  lo  find   what  will 
console    me  far  my  long    long   fast  from  tblH 
delightful  intercuur«^>  of  iiiircstruiacd  con6dcnoe. 

Goraldinv  now  u|)]>rauchFd  th«  principal 
which  opened  upon  the  terrace. 

"  We  will  rcturu  dus  way,  JuUet,"  said  skc. 
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^"and  I  will  pass  into  tii«  cb^el  by  the  UtUe 
by  which  our  ^Hsitw  <le«c(!ricls  from  hU 
W  to  the  nltar,  wbvn  he   chooses  to  receive 
the  Mcmmvnt  of  communinn  witli  us." 

"  Aim)  Amr^  tl«'  same  koy  a\)vn  it,  aunt? — how 
nry  MDve«ii«nt  tlmt  is^" 

"  Tliis  instrument  is  (he  master-key  to  every 
bck  ill  the  building — by  tliis  I  caii  cnt«T  every 
«  all  hourR  of  the  (iay  or  nijrht.  It  o^iens, 
Uo,  the  gratea  of  our  vaultK,  and  from  tJioKC 
Modire  cliamberit  to  the  cntnforliihlc  kitchen 
Wtery,  I  caii  pass  witli  equal  fucility,  aiid 
muauce  that  nolliinj^  caii  Mop  me." 

'*  And  where  do  you  keq)  tliis  important  in- 
Vnunent  ?"  iixjuired  Juliet,  laughing :  "  if  you 
■ill  tell  me  that,  1  shall  fancy  that  I  can  march 
if  whenever  I  like." 
**  You  ask  in  jeat,  Juliet ;  but  I  sliall  answer 
in  eamcHt,  and  do  not  forget  what  I  tell 
This  key,  wlicii  it  is  not  in  my  band,  is 
■hrays  placed  on  the  bottom  slielf  of  the  stand 
h  my  sitting  room,  whereon  are  laid  the  letters 
id  lupen  that  are  set  aside  &om  tny  writing 


1  keep  it  ikas  ready  to  my  load,  in  cue 
rffiic;  and  I  am  not  sofry  to  have  a  confident 
■  lUf  wo  ihongh  I  hope  do  sod  calamity  ia 
Bvh- to  be&U  ns.- 

Tky  nov  Hpaiated — the  Abbe«  entering  the 
imm  aUdi  led  id  ilte  diapel,  and  Juliet  pm^ 
w^mg  bcT  way  down  tbe  great  staircase  to  tbe 
nam  w^ere  tbe  norices  assembled  to  wait  fiir 
SlaReOa,  pan  of  vboee  duty  it  was  to  aocoB> 
panT  tbem  into  '•^p*! 
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Btcb  Bbciiii  it  iMW — 1  will  pardon  you. 

SMAUrKA«E. 


*Kk  eoiLri«r,  with  whom  Morgante  left  the  con- 
^^'ni,  vug  a  stout  mldier,  named  Micluicl  Gatxo. 
*i«  was  armed  to  the  teeth,  and  so  well  mounted, 
^'^  the  nddilional  weight  of  the  page  was  an 
'"oimbrance  of  no  great  consequence. 

Luckily  for  the  petted  child,  vbo  had  never 
^vfbre  been  beyond  tlic  rvuch  of  partial  kind* 
"^vi,  and  of  female  care,  the  rough -looking 
*'*kiier  was  kind-h(.'artc<l. 

*'  8it  you  eunly,  my  lad :"'  said  he.'  after 
^ley   had   trotUrd  the  fint  mile  of  tiunr  long 
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"  Fcv  not  far  me,  «$""'  MUier,"  anmi 
At  Wf,  baUI]r;  "if  I  have  aercr  troued  oni 
■MkikHB^  I  Wr  fried  >  wild  gaUop,  as  my  lor 
C«ant*»  Jconet  eaa  wU :  I  finr  not  a  borse,  { 
•igair  Mtfier,  U  any  pace  j'ou  can  put  him  to.^ 

"T^^a  wSt,  ay   hb.-  repbed   Mic 
■*  then  w«  laajr  faefw  !•  da  ike  rerereod 
btdcbi^.  and  that  waa  to  make  all  speed — j 
jaar  bones  bImQ  fiirc  Berer  ifae  wone  for  iu" 

**  DiMppabil  DM  the  gnod  lady  for 
S^IBor  Michael:  if  your  horae  will  go  as 
as  1  would  have  hiai,  the  ciiurch  shall  hare 
DO  caase  to  complaia  of  yoar  negWctii^  brr 
bnsiness."  J 

Nothing  could  tend  more  to  the  establiidung 
a  gooA  undvrUauding  between  the  fellow  travel- 
lers titan  this  dHcovrry  of  kindnns  on  the  aa» 
part,  and  fcariessnms  on  tliv  other.  Mor^onte  ex- 
erted all  Kts  talents  to  amuse  hi«  eompanion.  and 
hi»  sueccM  was  so  g^(.■a^  that  before  they  had 
proceeded  many  miles.  Michael  intemipled 
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bj-  dedartng,  Unt  if  be  mwlo  bini  luagh  so 
BDMiodenitcly,  be  »Jiuitt<l  lianlly  kc«p  Baiarda 
fran  Miunblii^  in  (lie  road  tbey  were  in. 

"  Wrll,  Oxn,  iyigooT  GaUo."  said  Alofgante, 

**  I  aill  tfU  you  oo  more  Mtories  of  Fallter  Lau- 

RBw  and  liie  Count,  lill  tlie  way  be  sniootlter; 

h«  1  may  «it^r  you  a  song.  I  tuppoee.     Tliere 

B  MMliii^  maVta  a   road  ao  lon^,  as  ke«piiig 

dencr.     If  I  bare  nntlitng  eU«  ta  d4>,  I  miist 

M  aboiit  coiinluig  how  many  timefl  your  Biu- 

■■tD*)  feet  go,   kiutck,   knock,   knock,  between 

ivvm  and  Uvcni,  a»d  tbink  bow  tedious  that 

I  be." 

ffJUtout  wniiing  for  any  answer  to  tbi»  propo- 

al.  Mofgante  began  to  caiwl  forth  mmc  stanzas 

tf  a  tr«e  love  ditty,  with  all  the  stm^h  of  bii 

eliv  slmll  voice,  and  so  lutent  was  be  in  ainginj;, 

ted  Us  comrade   in  listening   to  him,   that  a 

*tiHq;«i,  who    wan    following   almost  at  tbctr 

Wv's  keeU,  cotitinuml  to  do  w  for  some  tlmc^ 

wilbinU  being  pvrceivt^  by  cither  of  tbem.     At 

kapfc,  the  boy  having  patiMKl  to  take  breath, 

■Iw  «nand  of  the  faoofe  beltind  caught  his  ear. 


96 


THF.  ARRESX. 


tnA,  ranking  a  considerat>le  exertiun  UiM 
tiny  £."1  might  be  felt  in  llie  •tDidier'K  bacfc, 
induni)  bim  at  lait  tn  turn  his  IimiL 

On  doing  so*  Micliael  perc^ivrtl  a  hn 
wlio,  tboagb  not  wearing  the  drnw  of  a  sotili 
was   oonspicuouftly,    and   ntlier  aMentatlwitljl 
armed  at  oU  pmnls.     llili  person,  on  receinn 
Michael's  d\il  naJutsiioa.  pushed  fomsTdlal 
ade^  and  entered  into  conversation. 

"  Have  you  still  for  to  ride,  my  fiirnil? 
aaiil  lie :    "  that  eloud   looks  threuteninf;, 
it  will  br  well  if  we  ran  gtrt  uimIit  »lioUei  < 
thoec  chuAnuta  yonder,   before  it  bunsu 

Micliarl,  trbo  hu<i  mlly  been  too  well : 
to  tliink  of  tlie  weather,  now  looked  about  I 
and  p<TWired  lliat  they  had  truly  a  |;»od 
of  being  wetted  to  ilie  skin. 

••  Hold   ^t,   boy,"    said    he   to   Mc 
"  Christiim's  little  wine-hoose  is  not  a  sti 
throw  off  the  road,  and  we  will  stop  there;] 
was   dotibtin^    bctwem   that  aiid   old   Cark>'f< 
which  h  a  lew^c  further,  for  our  night's 
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tlutt  ctow)  will,   I   tlitnkf  settle  my 


Snr  bc«vy  drafts  bt-giLii  to  &U,  and  die  two 
I  trotted  oai  togetli«r,  ks  if  by  romtnoii 
nt,  to  save  Oiemwlrcs  from  the  flood  wludi 
bom  to  fall.  By  th«  good-will,  both  of  the 
aod  tiieir  beasta,  tbey  arrived  bt^fure  ilie 
tf  Cbrbtina,  just  as  a  treraendouii  clip  of 
ler  announced  tliat  the  §tonn  n-a»  arrived  in 
«eni«8t.  Elai'ing  recominended  Moiyanio 
>  care  of  the  bright-fvcd  hiMU'sa,  Miehncl 
I  lioTSf  to  the  nulc  stable  ihitt  U-niil  aKiMim 
jdv  of  li<-r  dwcUing,  aiul  found  his  new 
iiiuncc  already  ihrrv,  biKy  in  atti-itdunN 
ibcast. 

Vc  arc  in  liidc,  ng^nor,"  nid  he ;  ^  the  rain 
ike  thv  strnun  at  Tivoli;  two  miniilPM  of 
ruuld   )>e  jiuu   onotigh  to  wet   us  to   iW 

t  will  not  last."  rqilied  tlie  otiwifrcr;  '*  » 

ernitonn   rides   the   wind,   and  stays   not 

r  in  the  viraf.  place;  I  shall  not  take  my 

from  the«ai)dle;  ther«  a  ittill  good  time 

«  It.  F 
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ibis  pvening  for  «iu>lhor '  Icsgne 

your  purpose  to  put  up  here  for  ilie  iiiglitl 

"  IVrbapK  1  may  do  so;  it  will  riopend 
tW  light  lltat  shall  be  let),  wlien  tint 
nrases.  At  all  events,  signor,  we  sImU  d 
to  comfort  onrselres,  while  we  May,  with  i 
cheer  that  Christina  can  afford  oh." 

"  You  ay  weU,  friend ;  if  we  order 
per  tr^tber,  be  sure  we  shall   fiirr  the  I 
for  it." 

*'  I  willingty  conseDt  to  that,"  replied  Mi| 
"  and  the  more  sn,  because,  travelling  M 
for  thv  »i>rvioe  of  the  chun^  I  am  as 
ain  n-illing,  to  i«y  for  lite  hest." 

Having  made  Kucli  urnuigvnients  as  the 
permiltiM,  for  tli«  accommodation  of  their  U 
they  entered  the  house  togrther.  Mai|j 
with  his  tisuol  odrtntoeas,  was  already  U 
vanced  in  the  iiivour  of  Christina :  he  bad  d 
completed  the  laying  out  of  her  supper! 
not  tu  mention  the  having  tumitl  the  nin 
the   beartit,   and   dnuned    the   water 
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TWra   will  be  do   need,  comnKlc,"  snid 

Midiafl,  ob»crvin||r  tli(!  active  prrponilioiiH  tliat 

»erc  ^ninf;  forirard,  "  for  >ih  to  trotibU*  oiireclt-cs 

■bout  urderi»)r  tiiippor,  fur  our  f^ood  Cliri.ttins 

bwe  u  j^-tliiiK  it  rwidy  for  ii»,  «,-ithotit  luiy  ofd^rs 

u  all.     Tilt*  i»  not  tlu>  tirA  time  I  luivo  weeii 

W  lioiuly   Chrwtiitt  caii  be;    u   it,   itiffwn'f 

Tbi*  will  not  be  tlie  tint  good  sup|HT  tlial   I 

■n  «Uen  in  your  bouse." 

Thi-  youngf  woman,  who  v.t»  verj-  luintbooie. 
■iiiWTcd  cirilly,  tliat  ttlic  liojH-d  it  woiilil  not  be 
oit  latt ;  but  a*  vIm'  said  tliii*,  Murguntc  fancied 
lirnv  B  §niile  of  intelligence  pass  between  her 
•Btl  tbe  stnu^er  wlio  luul  overtaken  tlieiii  on 
tWnuL 

A  oomfortablo  iiu)>{>eT  wsa  placed  before  ibem 
uiiTery  few  minutes,  and  »  jojr  of  better  wine 
'^<^<'m|)anied  it,  tliaii  crnild  Iwve  been  expected 
"Vn  the  appearance  of  tlie  house.  Morgiuite 
*••  a>  gay  aa  u  larit,  and  the  honest-lieartetl 
'"itWl  hardly  lees  so.  The  stranger,  loo, 
""ugh  lie  seemed  not  of  so  cheerful  a  teinpem- 
""^t  appeared  wiUiiig  to  onooumge  the  mirih 
V2 
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of  die  litde  party,  by  cniuing  their 
hostess  to  ro])lciiish  Uiv  jug  of  wtne. 

*'  Do  you  remember,  Christina,  tLc  oAA  -. 
ventiurr  that  bcfcl  my  sacl<Lle-biigB,  the  last  da 
1  baited  here  T  said  Michael. 

Christina  did  not  he«r  him ;  she  vas  at  ik 
iiH>nii>iit  pardcukrly  enf^aged  in  attending  to  i 
CKwkiii^  of  some  egg^  which  were  to  coin[de 
tlie  repast. 

"  'Twas  s  queer  chance  that,  signor," 
nued  Michael,  addresing  the  stranger,  "as; 
i>ver  liappened  to  hear  of — we  were  siiUng;  iittt, 
a  pmly  of  lliree  of  uh,  jilM  at  we  may  be  now— 
and  1  had  put  my  little  saddle-bags  dom  M 
that  viTy  bench   there  under  the  window— a 
sold  ever  went  near  them — in  truth,  no  t»e1 
our  good  ClirLttina  here,  w-as  in  the  rocim.  Wf 
fiigiior,  a»  moon  a.**  we  had  finished  our  (Gn 
for  it  ina  dinner  we  wvre  eating  then,  I 
renioiidx-r,  I  got  tip  to  take  my  saddlo4Mg%i 
be  off,  for  I  was  going  a  long  way  fiutlier  i 
night.     But  lo!  when  1  loi^ed  on  tlie 
no  hug«   could  I  see. — The   place   wa  liunti 
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and  low,  ap  anil  down,  in  doon,  and  out 
ims — wh*n  jiL-M  a«  I  wiw  going  to  ride  bock  to 
Ancona  in  ile^poir,  soinvbiKly  cwne  nuuiing  out 
tome  to  the  stable,  Mijniig  tlint  my  saddlo-bags 
»iTe  ji»i  (exactly  where  1  lixd  |>iii  tlicm — and 
•  liey  were,  *ure  eiiougli — und  glail  enough 
•u  I  wlien  1  fnuttd  tliom.  for  tlu'y  contained 
:ie«  of  prodigious  imporbuio.'  to  soin«  of 
itt  Canlinslx,  or  to  tfafi  Pope  himself — I  Imve 
tiai  arc  not  to  get  such  another  fright,  for 
k*  1  bure  my  dispatches  fastened  up  safely  in 
He  bosom  of  my  bnff  jacket." 

Aj^n  the  sharp  eye  of  Morgante  caught  the 
bA  of  intelligence,  as  it  passed  between  Chris- 
tai  and  the  stranger ;  and  it  happened  that  lie 
fnfectly  understood  it.  At  the  moment  tliut 
was  about  to  mount  his  pilL'onibr  this  expe- 
iou,  the  Abbees  had  sent  for  him,  and  made 
B  understand,  that  it  was  highly  probable  her 
Mrier  niighl  be  stopped  on  the  road — that  such 
Kidents  bad  frequently  occurred,  and  that  it 
]M*ivrl,  from  many  circumstaiioeti,  tliat  tho  only 
ire  &>r  tlic««  detentions,  was  to  obtain  an 
Fa 


I 

L 


THE  ABBESS. 

iken  were,  during  the  niglit,  was  Imt;-HUicl  to 
put  off  t]ib  operation  (which  he  felt  perfectly 
c«rliuii  was  tu  take  place)  till  their  next  halt, 
migliti  he  tlti)ii){hti  throw  the  btednes§  into  the 
hands  iti  luiw  ugreeahle  astistanlfi  thaa  the  Bar 
Ckfauna. 

Thcfte  considerationH  took  no  long  time  in 
|*niiitr  tliroujrh  tlie  bruin  of  Morgaute,  and  it 
Wuck  him  that  tlie  only  method  of  uhtainitig; 
^  object,  would  be,  to  ^ve  the  stranger  nn 
opportunity  of  coining  to  the  point  at  once. 

With  tius  view,  he  aAoctcd  to  feci  tlic  cxhiio* 
iHlinf  eiTecWof  ihewine;  pretended  to  roplenitli 
hi«  cup  klity;  iiang,  prattled,  aiid  jcstvd,  till  not 
ooly  C'hrt»tiiui  and  Mii-liael,  but  even  tlic  grave 
itTOiigcr,  laughed  heartily. 

Vi'lien  he  Haw  that  tliey  were  all  persuiulc^l 
tLat  be  was  intoxicated,  he  Wgnn  <Icinurely  to 
bauter  bis  fellow-tiaveller  on  tlie  urvtKure  he 
carried  in  bin  bo^oin. 

"  Ab,  StgnoT  Michael  Gaizo,'*  said  lie,  "  arc 
rou  not  a  silly  felhtw  how,  to  tell  iw  tliat  you 
use  otrryitig  Iiidtlvii  iniiwliicf  uhoiit  you  ?    Fie 
r4 
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upon    it,    S^Dor    Gwtao honest   men, 

carry  honeM  letters,  have  tw  need  to  hide 
ID  tint  fiuhion.  I'll  be  bound  it  is  some  (r 
i^sinM  tlie  Pope,  that  you  have  gnt  .to  cl«i 

concealed  in   your  jerkin  there 1   can 

you  a  song  about  just  uicti  a  tric-lc  a:t  your 

"  Stopy  boy  !"  interrupted  the  utrai^^, 
more  fooling— your  wine  batli  iLouhilvs-t 
yau  speak   tlic  trutli   in    this    matter.      Go 
felhtw,"  be  conlimietl,  addressinij  Michiiol,  "I 
uliould  hv  sorry  to  treat  yon  rou^dy,  for  yi 
iirc  u  ploiuunt  companion,  and   1  tim  willing 
liO[KS  notwithstanding  the  strange  hints  of 
young  tippler  tlicrc,  on  bon<'»t  man   to  boot 
but    k)ok   you — 1   must    examine    those 
letters  you  carrj' — I  have  a  warrant  for  it-" 

"  A  warrant  to  see  my  letters,  friend  ?- 
w-arranl  lien  in  your  sword,  ns  I  take  it, 
my  licence  for  re<ibtaDce  lies  in  mine." 

So  Raying,   be   arose  from    th«    (able, 
seized  upon  his  heavy  weapon,  which  he 
laid  aside  on  sittiiijr  down. 

"  Now,   friend,"   said   Michael    composeiUjL 
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*  I  am  quite  ready  to  try  whidi  is  tlie  better 
miin." 

**  Tliia  willitigneM  to  commence  a  broil,  good 
fcUow,  b  iianlly  ieemly  in  one  wlio  profesws  to 
iW.  in  tlie  service  of  tlie  cliurch ;  but  I  hardly 
ttik  you  viU  jiufih  the  bu<iuie«)  so  hr,  when — 
you  k>ok  at  this." 

At  lie  tqiake,  be  drew  forth  a  parclimeiit  bound 
*itli  black,  to  which  wax  ap[iftidi-d  a  M'id  boarinjf 

•  crow,  an  olive  branch,  and  a  turonl ;  tbc  well 
known  i>)inl>ol  of  tlic  Inquisition. 

Morgunle  screamed,  and  tim  behind  Christina, 
miduu-l  looked  fjTnveVond  put  up  his  sword. 

"  Now  hear  the  words  inscriWtl  on  this  ucrol!," 
MtbastrangerKolemnly: — "To  ill  whom  it  may 
kmcem — thi«  holy  »val  <cpvcH  waniin^,  lluit  tbe 
mrer  luu    uur  authority,    powc-r,    luid    com- 

bnd " 

"  Enough,  enough,  boly  sir,"  cried  Michael, 

Mag  out  the  AIiImmw'm  piicket  fixiin  his  boMoni, 

'  read  and  examine,  in  the  name  of  God,  nnd 

D  hi^  nunts;  I  have  no  fear  that  you  will  find 

ly  ihiitg  ill  the  writing  of  the  reverend  lady 
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I  serve,  tliat  will  not  redound  to  her 
and  gtory." 

The  stranger  received  th*  packet,  snd 
berately  opening  tt,  read  tlirougfa,  «itli 
atteiilion,  ibe  varjoiia  letters  it  contained- 
perused  that  wticli  related  to  Mor^ole,  he  i 
him  from  the  place  he  had  chosen  to  t^e  I 
Christina,  and  looking  at  him  attentively  i 

"  Are  you  the  hoy  reconmieudeil  to 
the  private  chapel  of  the  Vatinui?* 

**  I  know  not  well,  reverend  sir,"  repliedj 
boy,  afTvcting  tiTror  be  was  iar  from 
"  where    I    iim    to    ring — her    most 
hi^bneira  the  Abbess  of  Sant'   Culherina's] 
your   most   rcven-iid   e  mi  nonce   Imth   dwiil 
dJHoovert'd  by  thouc  letters  iloth  grcady  ho 
Bnd  favour  tne ;  and  for  (Iiat  reasoi),  it  is  brn 
tliat    I   idiuuld    exerdse    my   stnall    (alfnt 
sin^ng,  where  it  may  nerve  to  lioip  me  in  I 
diurch,  to  wliooe  •en'ice,  holy  sir,  1  huve 
devoted  from  my  birlli." 

"  Let  me  hear  you  .ting — Sunctiu,  Sane 
Suictus,  Dominus  Deus  8ahairtli, — young  m 
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if  it  were,  Its  u  jirobublo,  lU«  intention  of  tliU 

]>enon  to  cntnip  the  Imyi  by  rrqiiiriii^  bim  to 

dn  gntiK-tliin^   tiv   Iiaci   iii'vcr  lainml,  he  u-m 

,  «ltog<'tber  ilcfcato! ;  for  tlio   xlrrngth  mid   arti 

with  whicb  llie  litllv  fellow  tnniK-  those  iKilvmii 

words    ritig    tJirougb    tJic    bumble    ubodv    of 

Christina,  startlvil  ull  who  liciinl  bim. 

"Tlie  Abi>i>M  of  Saiit'  C-aihcriiia's  mukev  no 
W  prtMiit  to  bis  liolinem,  wb«n  sbe  sends  yoiir 
nvXf  yoiiiigstvr — ncvertlieless,  sbe  miglit  bnve 
lound  fitting  preferment  for  you,  nearer  bome.— 
Bat  though  you  sing  well,  you  are  a  aorry  jeitier, 
1  i^cve  my  friend,"  lie  continued,  acblressing 
"uiael,  "ibat  tlie  wiltl  worda  of  tliia  urchin 
wuulii  liave  oblige<l  me  lo  an  act,  seemingly  so 
"ncoiirteou* — but,  Berviiig  so  godly  a  lady,  you 
""i^l  kiiovr,  liow  precious  Eire  the  interests  c^ 
^  tliarcli  to  her  &Jtltful  servants,  and  will 
'^ly  exciL<H?  an  offence  occasioned  by  such  a 
motive,*' 

"Dinibt   it  not,  boly  m"  said  Michael  re- 
l^ctfclly,  "  1  know  my  duty  loo  well,  to  find 
thing  amiss  tbal  comes  from  tliat  qiinrter. 
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If  ihis  youi^  bair^brain  run  me  into  anyi 
mch   straits    1   Impe  it  will   he  to  put 
the  hands  of  such  n-ortliy  gcntletoen  as ' 
self." 

Morgatite,  who  af^eared  perfectly  Mbercdl 
the  adventure,   now  addressed   himself  to 
good-liumoured    conductor,    and    ntade 
apotn^es  for  the  malapert  ^ety,  to  wkidi 
fTood  wine  had  g^ren  rise. 

"  Yott  iniut  inisi  me  no  more  with  the  win 
Clip,    Si^or  Midiacl,   or  you   may  ailcli 
Myinf^  tiometliing  more  n-ickod  aiitt  iney 
Mill,    (iood  Father  Laurence  always  bade 
ben-are  of  wine, — and  now   I  have  »een,  to  I 
cost,   how  wi^ll  he  knew  me.     I  hope, 
Michael,  you  will  rid«  on  a  lengiie  or  two  faitb^ 
to-ni|!;ht;  my  poor  head  riugv  with  tJteiioi<el 
barv  been    ranking :  nciTr  trmt  me  with 
wint-ctip  ^kIu,  Sigiior  MichacL" 

It  was  quite  beyond  tjic  strength  of  tW] 
hearted    soldier    to    preserve    any    displeasa 
ii^iHl  «o  prriilerit  an   ofTcndrr,   and   immeJ 


ntely  coitscnting  to  bi»  wish  of  pursuing  tii^ 
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jutu-ney,  )i«  prepared  his  horse,  paid  his  redcon- 
inu;,  uiwl  took  tiis  K>uve,  gn.'titly  to  tlii.!  Mtu&c- 
tion  of  his  i[n|Kitiuiit  voinpaiiioii. 

As  lh»  was  tlie  only  adventure  of  any  import- 
ance which  befel  our  travellers  on  the  read,  it  is 
not  neoesaary  to  dwell  lon^r  on  the  journey. 
They  reached  Home  or  the  evening  of  die  fifth 
ilay,  without  a  word  of  complaint  from  Mor- 
^nte,  but  tKil  without  hii  liaving  sutFered  con- 
fidvnibly  fnnn  the  ^iiiirue  their  forced  mardies 
•ecMtotieii  him. 

The  boy  a]>peitrc<l  before  the  exalted  person- 
K^  to  whom  he  tvas  Hent,  but  f^reatly  to  tlie 
nsdous  diurcbmaii'i^  disappointment,  he  luul 
K»  cuniplct<;fy  lost  tils  voice,  that  liis  clutunt  va» 
more  like  that  of  a  tavcn,  than  of  a  Christian 
chorister.  The  boy,  moreover,  apjioiired  to  be 
fretful,  Hickly,  anil  unmaiijigcablc,  so  that  he 
oblainnl  pcnnissioQ  to  remain  with  an  aunt  who 
lived  at  Rome,  till  his  voice  should  recover  Irom 
the  ill  effects  of  hli  journey.  In  a  woni,  uU 
.  difficulties  dinappeared  before  his  able  general- 
fthip,  and  tlie  day  but  one  after  iiia  arrival  at 
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Rome,   he   quitted  it  again   in  company  with 
Jadntha  Com  and  her  son. 

As  this  SOD  had  not  been  ioduded  in  the  ine»- 
■a^  brought  by  Morgante,  he  stated  his  fear 
that  his  going  might  not  be  iq>proTed,  but  was 
instantly  silenced  by  the  tone  in  whidi  Jadnds 
answered — 

"  Would  you  hinder  her  foster  brother*  boyi 
Jrom  stretdiing  out  his  arm  to  help  her  ?  Wher» 
will  you  lind  one,  who  would  do  what  he  wonU- 
do,  and  suffer  what  he  would  suffer,  rather  dnuk. 
one  h^  of  our  Camilla's  head  should  be  mdety^ 
severed." 

"Then  let  him  come,  in  Ood's  name,"  ait'^— 
swered  the  boy ;  "  could  be  see  her  as  I  har^^ 
seen  her,  his  heart  would  yearn  to  help  her,  vnt~  J 
were  she  a  stranger." 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 


WhAlfO(ducaT«Kdb]r  tli«  lace  arhMTcn. 
To  he  dtwrtend,  ihil  en  do  me  gooJ  t 


Tiri:  day  fixed  by  th«  Abbot,  for  giving  the 
Iiabit  of  a  novice  to  Juliet  arriviH).  'I1ieiiiti.*rv«] 
bail  been  carefully  einjiluyetl  by  Oeraliliiiv  in 
tiiengtbcuiiig  dtu  belief,  now  genenil  uinon^;  her 
nana,  tbat  .«Uter  Camilla  was  insane.  Tliv  un- 
happy  countess  was  herself  prepared  t»  confirm 
ilie  report,  by  her  answer*  to  any  queiitioiia  the 
.\U>ot  might  put  to  ber;  and  the  only  difficulty 
Id^fl,  for  tlie  superior  to  mnction  this  opinion  by 
'  her  own,  yet  not  to  i*i)cak  of  il  s«  poBitively  as 
to  fiuggo«l  the  neccwty  of  immediate  medical 
Bdvt<x*,  or  any  cxtnionlinur)'  rei-lraiut. 


L. 


ImmRtiately  on    the   arrival  of  Isidore, 
niuu  prepared  for  the  ceremony,  which  i> 
hailed  ns  a  festival  among  them,  though  it 
first  step  (on'aniU  condemning  a  fellow -tTi-stt: 
to  the  same  state  in  which  thry  are  theniselv< 
laitjE^shini;.     The  iin]ui««s  of  Juliet  was 
niMainvd  tkruugboul.     The  last   wordi 
aunt,  as  thry  ported  to  take  tlieir  diiTereat  places 
in  the  procession  to   the  chapel,  were — **R 
mithinff," — and  thes«  were  sufficient  to  neu 
the  feclii^  of  terror,  which  the  ceremony 
well  calculated  to  inspire. 

A  collation  in  the  refectory,  on  the  dc«oraliM' 
of  which  many  of  tlie  nuns  liad  employetl  ihera- 
selro,  from  the  time  tfae  day  was  announced, 
followed  the  oeremony ;  and  here,  as  is  usual  «• 
such  ovcusioits,  the  honouni  of  the  day,  wcr* 
for  tbe  new  not-iec.  Her  place  at  table  was  be-' 
twcen  tlie  stately  Abbot,  and  her  own  superior, 
and  every  eye  was  turned  upon  her,  as  the 
liertMne  of  the  hour. 

As  soon  as  the  repast  wik  ended,  the  Atboi, 
as  unial,  ognified  bis  intention  of  receiving  t 
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ihe  jMtrlcKir  «iiy  »f  tlie  ci>niinuiitty  who  miglit 
wisli  to  convente  nrjtli  biia,  citlier  nil  tiivir  own 
k&irt  or  tiiose  of  the  establisluneiit. 

But  few  AViiile<!  tliemsclveii  of  tliU  pririle^ 
oa  the  pr«M^iit  occasion,  an<l  tliese  were  entirely 
^omiunong  the  elder  nuns;  the  youngvr  onea 
imrerring  to  enjoy  in  tb«  >rarcfeit  tlie  wUlitionaj 
liberty  permitted  at  this  feMirul,  to  tlie  honour 
of  conversing  with  tlivir  dignifii-d  ^HsitMr  in  the 

Oiie  of  die  ttaUc«  oiost  univervally  recognised 
iu  tU  conrenU,  is  the  bringing  before  tlietr 
MtQT  every  thing  at  all  out  of  the  cnnmon 
*V,  which  Kikes  place  in  the  establishment; 
•nd,  in  conformity  to  tliia,  not  one  of  the  rK- 
dlMvrlio  accepted  the  Abbot's  ini-itation,  billed 
<omakc  mention  of  tlie  unhappy  state  of  mind, 
'"  wliich  tliey  imagined  sister  CamiUa  b)  be. 
Wicr  ihcw  conferences  were  over,  (at  which 
1^  AIibflM  \i  M-ldom  presentf  ina&much  an  com< 
pliinta  agdaM  lierMlf,  and  her  management, 
^  MMietime*  chance  to  form  one  of  (he  itub- 
}*Rltinnight  forwiird,)  the  Abbot  dt^irvd  t)mt 
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tlie  superior  would  do  liiin  tli«  honour  of  i 
dug  him  to  an  interview  in  licr  priiiitc  nttiiif- 
room. 

Hits  was  whttt  Geraldiiie  cxpcctMl,  uut  i 
prepareii  for.     He  bt:ffa\  the  convrmlioii 
inquiring  concerning  tlic  lieaUli  of  nua  C^ 
milla,  wliidi,  if  lie  r«inejnl)en><)  r^litiy,  ilul 
mentioned  to  him,  as  Wing  in  an  infirm  tUtt- 

"  Her  bodily  lieftltln  my  lord,"  rvptieJ  i 
Abbess,  "  is,  1  think,  b<:ltcr  tliaii  at  ha  I 
Hrrivid  here;  but  I  nm  sorry  to  *ay  thai  I  bprj 
great  <l»ubts,  iis  to  wlii>th<-r  ber  mind  be  tn  i 
a  Hlarc  OS  to  render  her  remaining  wiih 
potLiible." 

"  You  wish  to  dismin  her,  holy  raodier?" 

"  Not  so,  my  lord;  on  the  contnry,  it ' 
give  me  the  greatest  pleasure,  could  our  gnll 
triMitnient,  nnd  constiuit  care,  avail  to 
her— but  I  fear " 

"  That  such  a  ciu^  would  exceed  your  I 
holy  mother;  and  that  you  would,  the 
wish  to  i>Iiicc  hor  in  other  bumb'r"' 

"  Should   'ilit>,   my   lord,  after  a  tender 
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Jibent  exporimrat  of  Mnie  weeks,  continue  hs 
t  Iws  done  Hiticc  my  rettmi,  to  give  ilcc-itled 
dications  of  mental  aberration,  ]  certainly 
tluit,  for  all  our  sokes,  it  would  l>e  i>elter 
it  ehe  should  be  removed.  Tliougli  her  uame 
id  binily  have  never  been  tni^nlionod  to  mv, 
think  your  lortbliip  loM  tni.'  tlint  hIiv  was  nobly 
mu,  and  highly  connected.     It  uui  hardly  be 

ubted,  tliiit  her  friends  would  tl)eiasi-lv««  wivh 
h  lake  cbargp  of  Iicr," 

The  Abbot  fixed  hi«  »circliinp  eyes  atedfaslly 

I  die  face  of  Getaldiiie ;  but  ^he  hud  btM-n  too 
In^  accu-stomed  to  struggle  iiguin'^t  tliiit  look, 
i»quail  before  it 

"  )[ay  I  nee  tlus  unfurtuiiftte  woman  ?" 

"Certainly,  my  lord. — [  would  wish  yoii  to 
't  m;  by  M>  doing,  you  will  be  able  to  judge 
Bull  better  tluut  from  any  <lc»cription  1  cm 
pre  of  her  real  roiMlition." 

"Tl«it  may  bo  very  true,  holy  mother;  and  1 
willingly  form  my  judgint-nt  on  tlie  sureBt 
grounds,  before  1  decide  on  what  must 

done  witli  Iter." 


110 


THE  ABBESS. 


I 


Tltf  Abbes  siimmon^f)  a  nun,  wlio  WM  ' 
11^  in  Mtendwice  in  a  neigfiboarin^  cell, 
denml  Wr  to  hrin^  sister  Camilla  to  ber 

**  Is  there  any  diance  tbai  she  will  rewtt  jc 
ratniaaiMl,  boly  tnotber  ?"  sai<l  tb«  Abbot. 

"  Not  the  least,  my  lord.     Xo  ooe  can 
morv  docile  and  obedient  tWi  thre  poor  C« 
and  it  is  this  which  leads  me  somvtinies  to  I 
that,   by  gentle  treatment,  we  may  succeed  il 
nMomi^  her.     I  should  not  be  surpriwd  to  I 
that  she  had  been   expowd  to  great 
or  violent  mental  suffering   of  some  kind 
other." 

Ludure  again  r^anled  Iter  fixedly. 

A  moment  after,  (he  nun  who  had  been  w^t  j 
for  her.  retuniMl,  leading  Ounilla  by  ibc  haaL 

The  Abbot  Hit  silently  gBzing  at  her,  ns  li' 
ad\-aDeed  from  the  door  to  the  place  where  if 
was  stationed.  Life  aikd  death  were  at  stake, » 
she  thus  exposed  herself  alone  and  unsheltena 
to  his  eye.  .She  felt  tlus  in  every  tiirvbloiV 
vein ;  she  felt,  too^  (hnt  it  »ns  nut  her  lire  ikM 
tliM  must  pay  the  furfeit,  if  she  suoceedod  not  >>■ 


1^  wlial  every  sensation  ronde  her  con* 
taust  be  tuo  easily  perceive<L 
•liliiie  tras  avmkr  toiJl  tliiit,  ,-u>d  oiilTt-ti-d 
!m  than  the  uifurtuiiuti;  Coinillu  licraelf ; 
«  8u.stiuiie<l  Ikt  prewncc  of  initul  tin- 
P  Wlien  half-wny  ncroM  ihv  chamber, 
mbltng  victim  Mujiih-^I  kIiotI,  mid,  llioui;h 
momeul  site  biul  itot  llio  slij^liu^Hl  recot- 
of  the  part  aiMf^tiMt  Itei  to  ]>lay.  Iter 
nance  expressed  w  miiclt  wild  agony,  tlutt 
bbeHH  iikilfutly  iivuiletl  herself  of  it,  ati<l, 
ily  ptwhiiig  a  chair  townnts  her,  tieated 
it,  sajiii^,  in  a  calm  and  cautious  tone 
«,  Ruch  a*  would  naturalty  be  i»ecl  in 
iag  m  dioturhrd  intellret — 
HDpoie  yourself,  dcur  daughter,  'lliia 
id   Abbot  is  a   friend  of  mine.     Sister 

will  like  to  see  a  friend  of  mine," 
be  said  Om,  she  bent  over  her,  und  took 
nd,  which  she  pressed  with  an  action  w 
though  imperceptible,  as  at  once  to  recall 
I  to  hertelf ;  and,  witli  a  niixluv  of  truth 
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and  art,  that  braught  tears  to  the  eyes  of  Ger 
<tinc,  slie  answered, — 

**  Friend? 1  hare  no  frien<i.' 

**  God  will  be   your  friend,  my  daughn 
■aid    the   Abbot,    still  exumlniiii;  hi^r  with 
most  earnefit  attention, — "  God  iind  tlie 
\'ir|fin  will  bofriend  you— if  you  ileserro  it" 

**  I  will,  jur,"  rcfilivd  poor  ConiilU,  utill  i 
Uuning  her  part,  more  by  yielding  to  Iter  i 
tion,  tliaii  by  afTectin^  any  thing  rim-i}^  w  I 
r«al  Rtate  of  her  mind. 

"  Let  roe   hear  you  converse  with  her. 
motlter,"  said  Isidore. 

"  ]>id  you  see  our  new  notice  take 
hubit?"  raid  the  Abbess  still  pmslng  her  I 
Ktmngly. 

"  Did  I  see  it  ?*'  slie  replied,  looking  up  i 
llie  fiwe  of  Geraldine ; — "  No,  I  saw  Dolhing-" 

"  Does  i)io  iigbt  hurt  your  eyes,  lo-day.  oi) 
dat^hter  ?"  inquired  the  Abbess,  drawing  b« 
veil  forward : — " 
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"Tliat  can  have  no  ooiuivxion,  t  presinne, 
Kiib mental  derangement?"  lie  iTpIic<l.  ■'  Vou 
doirroog.  holy  mother,  b)' eaveloping  h«r  face 
udpcnon  thtis  completely;  you  deprive  me  of 
111*  povpr  of  juAging  of  her  condition  by  bcr 
gcn^ittl  air  and  appearance." 

The  Abbess,  who  still  held  the  haml  of  Ca- 
A,  felt  her  tremble  so  violently,  that  she 
^nii  to  fear  the  mo&t  latal  reiiult  from  this 
•cffle ;  and  tltinking  that  the  moat  likely  meam 
(^  liniiging  it  to  »  convluKion,  would  l>c  leading 
'>^f  to  express  herself  witli  vehemence,  she  fiaid 
•Ifupdy,  "  Siitter  Camilla,  it  \»  necessary  that 
ly  lord  Abbot  here  should  know  exactly  bow 
foa  are,  botli  in  mintl  an<l  body.  If  yon  feel 
tU.  my  daugbter — tell  him  no.     If  yoa  are  un- 

Vpy — '■'^  '•S™  Ifow  it-     II  '*  O'dy  by  knowing 
four  condition,  that  he  am  nlTord  you  relief." 
It  was  evident  that  this  speech  snqirised  and 
led  Isidore.    For  the  lirst  time  since  she  had 
he  withdrew  hist  eyes  from  the  lace  of 
and  fixed  tlieni  on  Gcraldine.    Sbe  re- 
al thi«,  w  a  relief  to  the  unhappy  cieu- 
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I  lienielf ;  "  no  nun  of  mine  sliall  1)<*  supported 
I  the  arms  of  a  tnaii,  wenr  he  a  liuiulnM  times 

be  Abbot  of  St.  Aitdrt'it -I  <l«ubt  iiot  but 

<u  myself  Huslaiii  her,  till  the  fain tn ess 
Wliilc  faying  itil^s  Oenldiite  vxert«d 
of  Btrcngtli  whii-li  kIic  vm  unconscious 
EpUMMing,  and  raiNing  tin.-  innunsihle  Csmilla 
I  6dbi  kcr  dtuir,  she  let  her  sink  ^riiily  to  the 
d,  tlien  knelt  be»ide  hcr.iuid,  while  rubbing 
■  kuds  and  chaliiig  her  pule  temples,  con- 
liCT  person  more  completely  than  any 
'  attitude  could  have  jiermittccl. 
Tlir  dangiT  was  pu.->l — and  tJie  Abbess  raised 
.  itr  eyes,  aguin  nidiuiit  with  hope,  to  Isidore. 
Sbe  was  ulwul  to  utter  gome  ciril  wordjs  of  apo- 
'kgy  for  the  vehemence  she  hud  betrayed,  when 
^  sd^hl  of  his  countenance  sto])pcd,  and  almoet 
^trified  her — for  a  sneer  of  liatred.  scorn,  and 
noe,  met  her  glance,  which  carried  instant 
tion  to  her  heart,  tliat  he  »iixpccled  the 


He  probably  saw  the  elTect  he  had  produced, 
pr  he  ijuilaiitly  endeavoured  to  efface  it. 
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"  It  i«  evidftiit,  lioly  motlier,  thai  there  » 
iiothiiif;  tlic  miittiT  lierp.  boyoiiil  a  little  female 
u'i>akne»i:  I  will  leave  you,  ami  should  atiytymji- 
rnins  appear,  which  you  <leein  il  [>ro|H'r  I  dn 
be  acquaiiiteil  with,  fail  not  to  li't  me  koow 
and  1  will  immediatt-ly  take  mcmurcs  that  pi 
medical  assiHtaiice  shsll  be  procuriN]  for  her." 

So  !>a)'ing,  he  utteml  a  blestsinj^,  which  to 
eant  of  Geraldine  sounded  tike  a  curec,  anil 
parted. 

It  wotdd  be  diffieidt  to  conceive  u  «itii*tij 
of  more  ogoni/irig  doubt  aiid  fear,  ttian  that  t 
which  he  left  tlio  Abbess  of  Maiit'  Cathcrina' 
She  felt  perfectly  convincetl  tliat  Iw  i»u»| 
the  truth ;  but  thought  thai,  could  .the  achieve 
escape  of  Camilla  In-fore  her  situation  wit* 
to  the  community,  it  would  be  out  of  die 
of  Isidore  to  prove  tliat  slie  )iad  ever  been 
iiMjuainted  with  it.  ilut  how  was  this  cecii}>e  to 
be  effected  ?  A  <luy'8  debiy  might  be  fatal ;  jd 
when  »he  looked  »t  tlie  dcath-Uke  figtire  whi 
lay  before  lier,  and  recollected  that  to  place 
alone,  luiprotccled,  and  liclplea,  beyond 
10 
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convent  walls,  was  llie  rery  fiirthpst  vxt^nt  to 
«tiicli  her  power  weal,  GenMioe  clasped  her 
kuiclit  i4^ther  in  the  l>ittern«M  of  grief,  and  ex- 
tbimed,— "  Wc  arc  lost  !" 

Cwnillu,  ttliow  8enw»  were  siifficifiilly  ro- 
lamed  to  tindi-nttaiKl  thv  full  meaning  of  tlieac 
Wfiil  words,  lay  forxome  momenta  longer  witli- 
<Ml  fpy\ng  any  »'igi)  of  having  heard  them ;  then 
■uiiif;  henw-If  frum  the  ground)  sh<>  Bd<lri<i«ed 
tic  Ahhcss  witli  the  lmr<)  linnni.*«t  of  dcis)iiur. 

"  All  then  is  over  witli  me.     I  »uhinit  to  my 
&le— the  struggle  \»   piiM— yoti  will   heiir   m« 
cwplain  DO  more.    But  no  one,"  she  ointiiitietl, 
"tile  a  shivering  Ircmor  ran  through  her  fnunc, 
"  no  one,  but  my  babe,  hIuUI  suffer  witli  me. — 
Make  no  further  effort — it  must  be  vain — ex- 
press no  regret,  no  pity — it  inusl  be  uselcMS- — 
Let  roe  go  to  my  cell,  and  I  will  lie  tliere  till 

tbey  carrj'  me  to " 

Slie  did  not  Bniftli  tlte   nentenoe,  but  rUing 
witJi  11  eoroposure  that  van  frlghlfuUy  unnatural, 
walked  towaida  the  door. 
The  Abbess  followed  her. 
a2 
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**  You  shall  not  go  with  me,"  said  Csmii 
turning  swldpnly  ruuncL  **  As  long  as  there  ' 
■  cliann;  of  saving  Mondvllo's  cJiild,  I  was 
ing  Tou  sliould  risk  Kontcthing — but  now- 
at  me  for  tbv  last  time,  Gemldbe — and  let 
•nv.  bat  tbe  God  of  Mercy  know  that  yoo  I 
pid«d  mc." 

She  left  the  room,  and  the  Abbn«,  too  in 
leoUy  Dccupkd  in  weighing  the  poMibQity  i 
anng  her,  to  ihiak  of  her  present  weakneas.  I 
bergoalooe. 

Grtaldinr  paced  ihe  room  in  fcveriih  i 
tiHUunentbte  pku».  rejected  as  Koon  im  concar 
for  t^  were  alike  inipoMible,  cha&ed  each  < 
ihrougk  her  achiiig  head.     Three  days  only  I 
«kpaed  since  the  departnre  of  Morgante,  ami  I 
vas   beyond  hope   that   he  should  return 
Jacintha  in  less  than  ten:  though,  among 
other  injunrtioDS  ttapreserd  upon  his  meraoty  I 
partiug.  one  the   otoet  dwelt   oq  was  tiiai 
gold  or  strength  should  be  ^wred  to 
their  return.     Jaciniha  was  to  tn^iel  as  (he ' 
vf  •  rich  merdtsBi,  ooouj^  to  Ancona  to  i 
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tbe  return  of  her  husband  from  an  Eni^liiO) 
njnige;  wltidi  rluinutcr  would  enable  her  to 
ukc  B  passage  for  hiTself  and  Camilla  for  aiiy 
pun  iu  England,  ander  pretence  of  joininj;  liJin 
ikrc. 

But  Geraldine  no  longer  felt  a  liope,  llwl  it 
null)  be  po»ible  to  |>ut  off  tlie  droiult-d  disct^ 
»er)r  till  Iier  aiTi\-al.  The  Abbot  might  return 
w  tbe  morrow  to  examine  into  her  condition ; 
■d  before  be  came,  it  wm  prolwble  ber  reul 
HMe  vould  be  known  to  every  member  of  tin* 
eommututy. 

Wliile  still  vainly  torturing  henelf  to  find 
flMM  of  eMapiiig  llie  mtitery  now  pretwing  xu 
ilosely  upon  her,  the  Abbess  suddenly  heard  jiii 
oiiusHul  noise  at  the  farther  end  of  the  [wvtigf 
«4iich  led  to  her  door;  MepH  were  pit>&ing 
liaotily,  itnd  many  voices  were  to  W  diitinguished 
D  loud  parley. 

Trembling   lent   thin   unusual   tumult  should 
h^ve  some  connexion  witli  tbe  subject  that  oc- 
her  thoughts,  she  hsstJly  left  her  room, 
as 
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and,  guidml  t>y  tlie  none,  whicli  titUl  coiiti 
she  hurried  tow»rda  tlic  spot  from   wLence^ 
camo ;  aiid  in  a  moment  a  scrnr  met  facr 
wliic'h  U-ft  l)i.T  itotfain^  iarthcr  tu  (car.     On 
floor,  wlim-  fUc   hud  sunk,  from   a  return 
faintiiess,   luy  CainiUn ;   lier  dress   loosraed  i 
give  her  air,  and  her  whole  person  expowd 
the  gaxe  of  twenty  or  thirty  duidi,  who  tb 
apart,  iw  if  afraid  to  touch  her,  and  wIiom*  ns 
ber  was  incruftsing  every  monieuL     These 
men  were  ou  cither  side;  but,  directly 
her,  and  elosc  to  her  feet,  stood  the  Abbot  < 
Sl  Andrea's,  with  hit  eye«  fixed  iipou  her,  a>l 
fearful  that,  should   he  remorc  them,  he : 
lose  his  prey. 

A  nturntur  atnon^  the  nuns  tuinounced 
^iproMch  of  the  Abbess,  Isidore  turned  his  1 
but  remained  Kilent,  til]  she   n-as  close 
him — tlien  pointing  with  hu  tin^r  to  Ca 
who  waH  again  awakening  to  the  misery  of  tot 
sdoiisnes-s  lie  said— 

"  If  you  will  look  upon  tliiif  wokuui  itow,  I 
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r,  you  wil!  »o  longer  be  peq>Iexed,  in  ihe 
nuuincr  ymi  jiwi  iiow  ejEpresw-ii  yoiuself  to  iie, 
mpcdini;  tlie  catuc  of  her  mili!>po«iuo»." 

Every  eye  viu»  turned  upon  tlic  AbbetH  a» 
tie  spoke  ;  but  she  wus  no  longer  tlie  trenibliii|{ 
womnn  tlial  thv  ntru^le  between  bope  aiitl  f<-ur 
had  lately  roude  her;  she  wia  atonce  re«tar»l  tu 
tbe  moM  perfect  compomrc ;  and  the  eoinmanil- 
ii^  dignity  of  lier  pcr«oo  and  nuuiiier  never 
appeared  more  conspicuously,  tlian  when  sin- 
replied  to  tbe  Abbot,' — 

"  This  sight,  my  lord,  is  equally  drciulfiil 
and  nnexpected.  Tbe  puimhiaeiit  luul  sbunie  uf 
this  tinliujipy  creature  must  rest  upon  herself; 
but  tbe  scandal  is  with  those  who  liave  tbred  to 
profiine  tbe«e  «-alU  by  sending  her  wiilkiu  tliem. 
I  may  live  to  see  them  re])ent  iL" 

'J'beu  (urniii);  ton-srd*  the  crowd  of  nun«,  «be 
waved  her  tiiuid  and  said — 

"  Ketirc,  my  children;  this  is  no  sight  for 
you.  Go  4.>9cli  of  you  tu  your  cells,  ami,  on  your 
bended   knees,    repeat   idoud — '  Miseri-rc  inei. 

Deu^'    und    *  Dominc,  exaudi    ineam.' 
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You,  1iK«n  Marcvlbt  and  Agvtbat  remain  wit 
me." 

In  a  ntomcnt  tfa«  ^^er)-  was  clnvcd  of 
but  die  two  cUU-rly  women,  to  wkoia  fthe 
addressed  herself.    When  they  wcie  out  of  sij 
she  said  to  these — 

"  Cover  that  woman'*  pcnon — it  is  olfensiTe 
to  decency."— Tlwn    turning  Ut   Uidone,    sh 
continued, — "  My  lord  Ahbnt,  wluit  is  your ' 
rc«|>ecung  tier?     'lliougL  my  rule  has  been 
happy  to  linvc  t»ught  nie  cxpvneiicv  in  such 
ca»c  as  this,  yet  all  nnBlogy  nliows  dcurly 
it  must  be  your  office  to  devide  how  »liv  hIwU  I 
dii^>osfd  of." 

"  You  say  right,  holy  mother — that  office  ii 
mine.  Touch  her  not  1"  he  exdiumedf  holdiiigd 
up  his  arm  in  an  altitude  of  denunciation  to 
Marcella,  who,  luiving  a<«lited  Agntfaa  in  ar- 
runging  her  drew),  was  endeavouring  to  pbce 
her  in  an  attitude  iiw  {ivinful  llian  iluit  in  which 
riie  Iiad  fallen.  "  Touch  lier  not !  Call  hitbtr 
the  lay  meniaU  of  your  kitchen — they  shall  bearj 
her  to  a  cell  not  lately  used." 
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Tlie  Abbcw  Mood  ailently  oWn-ant  of  liis 
wdera.  He  turned  to  her  wilb  an  air  af  muck 
retpect,  aiid  said,  **  I  caitnot  enough  reJoii-cf( 
kol)-  mother,  that  my  ha\-ing  returned  to  make 
knoMu  my  purpose  of  visiting  jou  again  to- 
moTTow,  lias  saved  you  the  eniel  embarriiMmefit 
of  tnaking  tliU  horrible  discorery,  when  you  luul 
go  officiid  authority  near  t«  direct  your  pro- 
eeedingx.  1  am  surd  you  miist  be  Utaiikful  for 
this." 

The  AbbeiH  bowed  in  silence. 

**  Perhaps,  boly  mother,  you  are  altogetlier 
ignorant  of  what  the  church  ordains  in  «neh 
owes/" 

•'  Such  c&M»,  my  Ion),  are  the  last  which  the 
tnperior  of  such  nn  e^tablislunent  as  thi%  would 
find  it  necessary  to  study." 

"  Assuredly ;  yet  such  vt  the  depravity  of 
liumaii  nature,  that  the  church  has  founti  it 
ueedful  to  fix  aiul  define  iIh-  punUlunent  to  he 
ijifUcted  on  crimes^  such  an  tbiH,  liowever  impos- 
uble  it  may  seem  to  the  female  saints  of  our 
holy  religion  tliut  such  shoid<I  ever  occtu-." 
05 
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"  If  tliM  he  «o,  my  lorrf,"  repIiM]  Geraldin^, 
pimcrviiig  always  her  look   Hiid   voice  of 
HhriiikiiifT    firmncsd,    "your    lunlsliip    will 
«[>arei)  tlie  |)iiiiifiil  task  of  Hvcidinj^  what 
puiitKbmvRt  must  be." 

"  Yoa  liavv  known  mo  so  long,  holy  mot 
that  I  should  have  thought  you  might  harp 
aware,  that  no  task  is  panful  to  me,  which  is  ii 
po«ed  tiy  die  sucrcd  duti««  of  religion.     God 
not  left  me,  in  this  age  of  heresy,  with  a  li«art  i 
Koft,  as  to  make  me  AufTcr  when  I  do  hiM  biddingJ 
No,  holy  motliPT,   I  kIuJI  stand   by  wtd  wale 
tlic  building  up  thv  wall,  tliat  Hliall  inclow 
creature  from  the  air  of  life,  as  clie«rfully  as 
other  sacred  duty,  which  it  is  tlie  will  of  Gt 
should  perform." 

As  he  uttered  tlicsc  dreadful  wonls,  the 
vants  he  had  ttcnt  for  speared.  He  order 
them  to  carry  Camilla  in  their  arms  to  the  pb« 
where  he  would  leail  them.  I'our  stout-looking 
women  had  obeyed  lii^  cjill ;  and,  by  his  orden^ 
raixed  the  wretelied  Camilla  in  tJii^r  arms : 
^tejipi'd  forward  to  marshal  their  steps;  and  > 
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K>,  turned  to  the  AbiK-wi,  vHth  piinctilioiw 
politeness,  and  said — 

"  Though  my  dut)-  obliges  mo  to  take  the 
tnanagemeot  of  tliis  solemn  businem  u[>oii  myself, 
holy  mother,  it  is  my  wlaJi  that  no  part  of  it, 
which  pro])erly  appertains  to  your  own  lii^h 
office,  shouUI  be  omitted;  wlierefore,  I  will  be^ 
of  you  to  witness  the  incarccratiou  of  ihjii  cri- 
mttul  ill  tlie  prison-vault  of  tltis  building." 

"  My  lord  Abbot,"  said  Geraldine,  "  tboiigli 
but  a  weak  aiid  ignorant  woman,  vested  with  no 
greater  authority  than  belongs  to  the  bumble 
Abbess  of  Sant*  Catherina's,  I  do  torbid  rliene 
women  to  ooovey  the  nun,  Camilla,  one  step 
towards  the  prboQ-rault  of  thU  convent.  Carry 
her  to  ber  own  cell,  Ursula,"  she  continued, 
addressing  one  of  the  women  who  bore  her, 
"  Uy  her  with  all  gentleness  upon  her  bed : 
then  lock  the  door  of  the  room,  and  bring  the 
key  to  my  parlour,  where  you  will  find  me." 

ludore  stood   Uiunderstruck.      The   women, 
unchecked  by  any  word  from  him,  obeyed  with 
06 
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alacrity  the  voice  wtiicfc,   for  ypais.  lutd 
iMtened  u>  wilMn  those   walls  b)i  ooinipotcnt; 
aad  i}iey  were  already  gonct  before   the  Abl 
bad  auffideoily  recovered  hunself  to  q>eak. 

"  You  are  doubtlesB  prepared  to  answer 
before  Oie  couneil,  Abbess  of  Sant"  Catherina's  ?' 
Ntd  he,  at  lei^th,  struggUiig  to  subdoe  the  rage 
that  atuMtsi  mastered  hun. 

'<  1  am,  my  Itml  Abbot — and  perlup*  wr  may 
be  told,  that  it  tnu  well  oue  of  the  two,  who  an 
in  authority  here,  preserved  sufficient  calnine^s  at 
this  moment  to  insure  tlie  cnurse  of  lawful  judg- 
ment, by  guarding  tlie  person  of  the  criminal 
&om  all  ekauoc  of  escaping  it,  as  well  by  lienth, 
M  by  any  other  mode  of  evasion." 

Having  said  this,  Geraldine  walked  avray, 
without  wiuting  for  a  reply  ;  nor  did  I«i<lore  fol- 
low to  moke  one.  The  consciousness  that  she 
was  right,  and  must  be  acknowledged,  in  case  of 
nppi>a]  to  the  highest  authority,  to  be  bo,  added 
another  <iting  to  his  envenomed  spirit;  and  it  was 
only  by  recalling  the  muss  of  evidence  that  he 
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lad  already  collected  nguinst  thu  object  of  liia 
long  cherished  butreH,  tluit  he  coukl  re^n  that 
appearance   of  di^>ifie<l   oompueiiro,  which   mo 
few  orcumalances  had  over  been  able  to  rufflv. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 


Nss  priDM  ■>«  »cmt  point  <«  qu'un  t»ia  praplc  pcnifr 

VoLfint. 


to  JUord  Aribttroitj/h. 


"  Fob  many  years,  my  dear  kinsman,  you  1 
been  in  rain  urging  me  lo  take  a  uep  wIik^  aal 
accident  lias  now  deckled  me  to  do.     There  I 
been  ever  loo  much  risk  attending  our  tub 
conrae,  from  the  possibtUty  of  letters  being  ii 
tercqfrted,  for  me  at  any  time  to  hare  given  jv$ 
tvHj  ray  reasons   for  refusing  what  offered  m 
mod)  to  tempt  me.     It  was  soffictent  for  me  (o 
tell  you,  tbal  I  oonceired  it  my  duty  to  refoc 
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bappincM  proposecl  me ;  and  tittle  aft  you 
tould  have  appredated  my  motiveii,  you  hare 
done  me  the  kindness  to  believe  that  they  w*re 
Honourable.  The  time  approaclie-i  when  wc  inuy 
hope  to  know  each  other  more  intimiilely,  niid 
I  have  little  fear  of  finding  tliat  our  juilgmeiitK 
differ.  Tbin  letter,  with  neitlier  iiddrt-sM  nor 
^gnature,  can  endanger  no  otic,  but  if  it  reacJiM 
you,  it  will  be  by  die  hand  of  one,  for  whom 
1  canimtly  iiitn-nt  your  active  frieiifUliip.  Let 
the  caution  I  use  in  tliia  matter,  leach  you  full 
confidence  in  my  discretion  respecting  anotlier, 
in  which  you  are  more  tenderly  concerned, — on 
this  point,  I  have  never  truHtcd  any  bumaii 
being  with  tiie  k»owle<tge  of  what  might  have 
endangered  the  safety  of  those  dear  to  yoo — 
though  this  resert-e  has,  in  one  instance,  been 
very  painful  to  me.  I  trust  tliat  this  will  reach 
you,  in  time  to  prevent  the  danger  of  u  second 
expedition.  I  cannot  come  to  you  nnaccom- 
IMUiied;  and  the  friend  I  shull  brin^,  will,  I 
think,  induce  you  to  conclude  tlte  arrangement 
1  wtalt,  more  readily  than  any  negociatioii  could 
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lend  you  lo  do.  The  brarOT  of  this,  as  well ; 
the  friend  who,  I  trust,  will  still  be  witli  y< 
when  you  receive  it,  con  explain  who  this  ie 
compBiiion  will  be. FarewcU." 


To  write  tills  letter  was  the  Jint  occupation 
Geraltline,  upon  shutting  herself  into  her 
after  the  scene  described  in  the  laitt  cha^^iT] 
and  its  tone  of  aaured  confidence  in  het 
of  acbievinjr  what  Hhe   was   bent   to   perfo 
will  convey  a  correct  idea  of  the  state  of 
mind. 

There  are  many  people  who  fiUter 
tremble,  as  long  as  there  is  any  mixture 
doubt  ill  their  minds,  as  to  wluit  they  can, 
whtit  they  ought  to  do,  but  who,  the  moment  that 
doubt  c«w«s  ha^t!  power  and  will  tn  daie 
every  thing.  It  was  thuH  with  Geraldinc.  Al^| 
long  M  slic  bud  hcltcrcd  tluit  it  miglit  bring 
persecution  and  <buiger  lo  ber  fiunily,  aud  nn- 
luippinesM,  tiny,  perhaps  in  their  case,  danger 
too,  on  the  nuns  who  for  so  many  years  hod 
obeyed   and   loved   her,   the    Abbess  of 
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Catberina'B  nwistcd  the  rrpiiutcd  solidlatioDs 
of  ber  iioble  EngtbJi  couslii,  to  leave  a  ftUlion 
wbich  he  knew  was  repugnajit  to  her  principles, 
and  iinil  a  iioin«  in  the  country  and  family  of 
her  inotlier.  She  ha<l  refu.sed  this,  because  it 
appeared  to  her,  that  she  only  could  be  tint 
gainer  by  it,  while  many  others  might  pay  the 
penalty ;  but  now  tlie  case  was  altered.  Dete^ 
miri«<l  at  every  risk  to  save  the  Countess  of 
Mondello  from  the  fate  which  threatened  her, 
and  aware  that  &he  could  no  longer  hope  to  do 
this,  without  exposing  herself,  and  ]>erhap  poor 
Juliet  also,  to  strouir  siispieioa,  slie  decided  at 
once  upon  takin|r  refuge  in  ICiigland,  anil  cur- 
rying her  ad<^)ted  diild  with  her. 

More  lost  to  her  futht-r,  Juliet  could  not  be, 
than  iii  the  situation  he  hud  himself  chosen  for 
ber ;  on  tlti«  point,  tlicrcforc,  the  Abbess  was 
tormented  by  no  scruples;  nor  could  she  be 
said,  at  the  moment  of  writing  tliitj  letter,  to  feel 
one  piuig  of  doubt  as  to  tlie  result  of  tlie  plan 


^.  k.j  £. 


.«j 


13d 


THE  ABBESS. 


Her  authority  waa  still  unslialcen:  and  ker 
resourees  were  so  great,  that  lier  prompt 
active  spirit,  contemplated  no  obstacle  lliat  cou 
be  suffident  to  impede  her  success. 

Ill  all  cases,  uiiy  way  appruueliiiif;  in  iatf 
tuiici'  to  thftt  of  Ccunilla,  it  vv»  usual  tu  snmfflo 
It  chapter  of  the  heads  of  «uch  r«U|ri(iua  e<ttat 
iiHMit«  of  the  same  order,  as  were  near 
to  pennit  thvir  atteiiiliii^. 

Though  ihiH  was  al«-ay»  done  m  speedQyi 
(>ossib1<!,  after  the  iltMcovcry  of  the  crimr, 
tlMi  scixure  of  (lie  criiiiiiial,  Cieialdiue  knew-, 
such  a  council  as  was  held  nrrrmmy,  could 
be  assembled  on  the  morrow.  The  interral  i 
one  (lay  muNt  of  neceiisity  intervene,  and  this 
wax  Hufficient  to  give  her  time  for  the  execution 
of  her  purpose.  Tlie  chamber  wherein  (his 
council  must  assemble,  according  to  tlie  ancient 
usage  of  the  couveiit,  was  a  small  vaulted  room  of 
black  mnrble,  situateil  at  the  western  extremity' 
of  the  cliapel.  Thin  room,  as  poor  Cieraliline 
was  wuut  to  boast,  liud  never  been  used 
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tbehad  become  Abboss  of  Sunt'  Calherina')),  and 
wme  prc[)aTatiaii  was  necessary  to  render  it  lit 
far  the  reception  of  tlio  chapter. 

ft  v.ts  on  this  circiunslaiice  that  the  first  part 
of  her  scheme  was  founded.  A  protdaioii  of 
tapestn*,  carpets,  and  maitiitg,  such  as  were 
always  required  npon  such  occasions,  were, 
togetlier  with  the  took  necvasor)-  for  arranging 
them,  kept  in  the  lumber-room,  through  which 
iJte  AbbeM  had  led  Ju)i«t  wiieii  she  took  lier 
upon  the  terrace.  The  door  of  this  room,  when 
Itrft  open,  tut  it  itattiralty  would  be  for  n  few 
hours,  for  the  egrem,  ."uid  n'pe^  of  the  people 
to  be  CTnph>ycd,  would  ittTord  o]iportLiiiity  for 
Camilla,  either  in  going  or  returtiiiig  from  cluipel 
(«u  attendance  on  which  was  iicvcr  denied  to 
uiy  cul]irit  before  condemnation)  to  gain  iiccvst 
to  the  terrace.  To  escape  fn>m  tlience,  howivrer, 
without  assiataDco  from  without,  would  be  utterly 
impoesible;  and  it  wax  the  purjiosc  of  the  Ahbetui, 
Uiat  slie  sbould  conceal  herself  within  the  door 
leading  to  t]»c  bclfr}*,  from  tlie  hour  of  vcHjicr 
wrrice  till   midnight,  when  she  would   herself 


140 


THE  ABBESS. 


—lit  all  risk  of  di'sfurciy'— lead  her  througli 
great  gatv  of  tlk«  vouTciit,  tbr  court  before  i 
luid  titc  lust  barrit-r  uhich  opened  iTom  this, 
ttn    arcbed   door-wuy,    coniicctiDg    the    port^t'l 
lodifiiig  witli  nooKf  otker  offivvs  of  llic  buildi 
Tlmt   tlicy  mi^it   be   seen,    intenx-pted, 
brftujrUt  back  tog<^lli«r,  to  certain  <lvat}i,  wss  a 
cluiiicc  far  from  being  imjiroboble,  but  on  wliiclu 
m  it  must  be  bazarded,  Gt'mldinc  wasted  not 
ningle  tboiight.     lu  lliv  b«pe  of  turning 
picioii  from  tJietmlli,  nbe  intended  that  Camilla's 
veil  «li()uld  be  found  caugbt  by  iliv  balustrade  of 
the  terrace,  to  tuiggcst  the  idea  that  she  miglii 
Iiave  drowoed  herself^  to  avoid  the  more  terrible 
death  witli  which  she  was  threatened. 

Having  ihuh  &r  arranged  her  plan,  th«  A< 
bess  sent  for  Juliet,  whose  jiale  faoe  <md  tearful 
eye  sliuwcd  plainly,  that  idie  liad  already  learnt 
tlic  dtscorery  tliat  had  taken  placv. 

A^  Hoon  ait  tli<>y  vrero  alone,  Juliet's  agony 
terror,  as  well  for    ber  aunt,   a«   for 
burst  forth  in  words ;  but  the  Abbess  listened 
her,  answered  her,   and  reASonetl  witli  her— 
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with  an  air  of  such  Meady  firnuifRS  that  she  con- 
ceireil  a  <legTee  of  Iwpv,  which,  a  few  momenta 
before,  tiie  helieved  beyond  ilie  reach  of  pat> 
uhility. 

Havii^  thus  rendered  Juliet  suilii-ienUy  c&lm 
tn  listen  with  tlie  attention  necesMirj-  to  make 
ber  an  efficient  asuUutnt  In  (he  perilous  under- 
taking l>efore  lliein,  tliv  Ahhesn  proceeded  t» 
explain  to  her  all  the  dctaiU,  hy  which  hIic  hopctl 
tn  hriiifr  tt  to  a  lia]))>y  isAiie. 

■*  Poor  Cainilln  it  m  tall,  Jal!«t,  tliat  wc  Rball 
fiiid  some  <Itfficulty  in  arran^g  your  clothes 
for  he-T — and  yet,  perforce,  it  must  lie  from  such 
»  you  brought  with  you,  that  ttlic  niuHt  he 
drcmcd." 

*'  I  vfill  instantly  set  about  it,  in  my  cell. 
God  forgive  the  hypociisy,  but  if  I  lock  ray 
door  it  must  pass  for  my  wish  to  pray  alone 
aft«r  the  ceremony  of  tliia  morning.  But, 
dHwest  aunt !  how  is  Camilla  to  exist  outside 
these  walls  ?  Where  can  she  (hire  present  her- 
self, to  ask  for  shelter  or  even  for  food  ?" 

*■  You   will   think   my   policy    rery    daring, 
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Juliet,  when  I  tetl  yoa — but  (ru«t  mr,  sue 
polic)'  IK  »lvrayH  safettt — it  rniut  )>r  Ut  the 
«f  tbc  foiivi'iit  tliat  she  f^ut\\  n-ccivo  her  fo 
At  two  oVIock,  a»  I  believe  you  know,  all  ibe  i 
poor  »f  Ancona  throng  round  our  gates  to  iv^^ 
ceive  what  hns  bc«n  left  from  our  dinner-talilei. 
It  lit  ainuiij;  thc«r,  that  Cumtlla must  liidc  hv 
— iind  tlmt  for  tl»c  Tcry  reiison  which  mnkc«  yo 
look  nt  me  now  with  such  ostonisbmenl.  Ya 
would  not  liavo  tJiou^ht  of  her  being  tbere- 
will  any  one  eUc.  Be  e»rcfid,  therefore,  il 
preparing  the  dress  tliat  h  to  cover  her, 
you  give  il  as  sordid  and  miserable  an  aplMl^ 
ance  ax  po»»ihlc ; — and  now  leave  me,  deniesl- 
net  alwut  this  work  iiiime<liately.  Close  y> 
door  carefidly — I  need  not  bid  you  he  diligent. 
my  Juliet.  Be  not  <mei»y,  if  you  <lo  not  see  me 
for  au  hour  or  two — I  have  ranch  to  io. 
Pint,  1  must  see  onr  poor  Camilla,  and  endea- 
vour to  inspire  her  with  eouragc  to  en<lure  the 
tenor  of  l)o^j(ing  her  bread  at  our  ^tes,  and 
tile  misery  of  passing  more  than  one  housel 
night   before   her   nurse    arrives.     When 
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lu^pens,  tier  aufreTiiig;^  will  he  channel  for  joy, 
— Fai^wvll,  my  cliild — as  you  etn])loy  your 
liaDcU  for  tliM  g04)<l  cai»i>,  ISA  your  lintrt  lo 
Ileaven,  Juliet,  iiiii)  |iniy  for  n  blctwing  on  it." 

Tbv  Aiibem  found  CainiUa  perfectly  com- 
pcaed,  tliou)r|i  witliout  llie  »)uulow  of  a  hope 
thu  itlie  could  avoid  tli«  faie  wliicli  i^lii*  had  long 
uitici|KUcd,  iuid  whiL-Ii  site  lutd  just  heortl  tlie 
nui,  wlto  must  hr  her  judge,  pronounce  upon 

w. 

An  Geruldine  proceeded  to  explain  h^r  plan, 
W  bopr«,  and  her  expectations,  the  ealmness  of 
C«inilla  gave  way.  An  expression  of  aiixietVt 
'Ireadfully  intense,  again  almost  convulsed  hef 
^rtiitires;  but  fw  many  minutes  she  continued 
'"  luten  in  silence.  At  length,  when  the  brief 
ht  clear  explanation  of  the  Abbess  ended  at 
tlie  expected  arrival  of  Jacintha,  and  ihe  means 
by  whicli  slie  could  earliest  be  made  actjuainled 
*itli  it,  she  passionately  exclaimed — 

"  For  tlie  lore  of  God  rouse  not  sueh  hopefl 
within  me,  if  there  be  much  doubt  mixed  with 
1  have  taken   leave  of  life — I  am  ready  to 
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suffer  till  Oint  Rtiui  caii  inv4>iil  to  torture  me 
and  if  1  fvfl  my  infant  die  wiiliin  tne,  I 
take  joy  to  my  heart,  tluit  it  is  not  consdoiu  i 
tlu-  puitgH  of  (lesilb.     Oh,  tlini,  be  very  caotjq 
how  you  miiikr  mc  hope. — There   is  bo 
to  nuiktr  tnc  doat  on  life, — To  reach  Monde 
-~iny   dear,   noble   hustbaiKl — to  shew  him 

youtijr  child to — " 

"  Culm  tliiM  vflx-moiMV  of  feeling^,  dear 
iiiillm  or  mU  1  can  do  miiHt  he  in  \'ain ;"  said  i 
Abbf«s  riutifr  to  leave  b«r.     **  Did  I  not  mj 
self  feci  ciinfi<lent  ttiat  I  Imve  still  the  power  I 
save  you,  I  would  not  hazard  all  I  do-^uill 
would  I  be  guilty  of  the  cruelty  you  so 
rally  deprecate.     Much,  however,  must  dep 
upon   yotmctf.      AfoiiM  all   your  strei^th 
mind — I  urn  sure  you  ponsuu  mudi^-«nd  reme 
ber  that  mucli  more  than  your  own  safety 
now  han^  on  your  success.     I  will  order  y"*^ 
nipper  to  be  brought  you — and  after  this  wli 
will  be  the  last  vi^it  any  of  the  bousebold 
inakt'  you  for  the  night,  I  will  brin^  bilher 
dress  thai  Juliet  a  pn-paring.     1  muM  tbcDi ' 
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'  much  wt  |>n«iblr,  ftvoid  speaking  to  yon,  lest  our 
YiMccx  «J)(iiil(l  W  lifurd,  thi-rcfurc  lot  me  now 
|Cnifid«  thw  letter  to  yoitr  can- — it  is  «-ilhout 
Mure  or  aHdrewt,  for  fi-ar  of  Bcciilruts,  but 
gvt  not,  that  it  i»  for  th«  I^rtl  Arlborough — 
'  name  is  wldn-ss  Kullictcnt,  if  you  caii  xtadi 
England.  There  u  no  pwrt  of  it.  where  you 
I  could  iiot  leani  wlier«  you  may  And  my  bo- 
nnnred  uncle.  Do  you  think  you  can  rememhcr 
this  name?" 

**  Fmt  it  not,  my  generous  fiiend ; — ond  for 
yotmelT':' — Is  tliorc  no  danger?" 

"  You  must  not  spare  a  single  thought  for  me, 
ilfAT  chihl,"  replied  the  Abl^ess,  embracing  her. 
"  If  you  manage  well,  I  shall  have  little  to  fear. 
—One  word  more — and  I  must  leave  you.  Re- 
member, lluit  abould  you  shrink  from  the  daily 
nat  whicJi  I  recommend  to  the  gate  of  this 
egfirent,  you  must  iit  least  not  omit  it  on  Friday, 
Sunday,  and  the  Wednesday  following.  Oii 
these  days,  some  of  tlie  community  appear  them- 
vlves  to  assist  the  servants  in  waiting  on  the 
poor — Juliet  will  be  amoug  them — it  is  she  who 
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tniiAt  firul  meanii  to  give  you  tidingn  of  Jadnti 
— wliu,  as  we  hare  every  reason  to  hope, 
Mirely  l>e  in  Anoona  before  the  last  day  I 
iiamed.'' 

GemliUne  then  left  her,  to  give  onlers  for  i 
Hummons    wliich    must    be   dispatched    to 
AU>es8  of  St  Ildefonse,  at  Ancottu,  and  to  I 
Abbot  of  St.  ScbaMianu,  at  a  few  miles'  dist 
from  it;  both  bciii);  of  tlte  order  of  Domii 
requesting  their  attonduico  at  noon  on  the  < 
after  tli<-  morrow.     She  also,  according  to 
iwual  form,  atldremed  a  notification  to  the 
effect  to  the  Abbot  of  St.  Andrea,  giving 
notice  of  tiie  day  and  bonr  which  «lic  bad  6xei 
for  the  trial  of  tlie  nun  Camilla. 

Having  cwmpleted  this  busineu,  wUc^ 
Mmformity  to  her  usual  (tyslem,  had  neithtr 
prerented  her  attendance  at  vespers,  nor 
appearing  in  the  refectory  at  supper,  she 
quietly  beside  her  solitary  lamp  till  every 
had  ceased,  and  till,  by  the  rt-frulationa  of  tltf 
convent,  which,  by  her  firm  but  ^iiUe  rule- 
bad  rendered  immulable*  she  felt  assured 
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ereiy  inhabitant  of  the  conreot  was  re(ir«<l  to 
resL  Yet  vtiU  ftb«  lingered  in  lier  room,  anxious 
to  ^ve  every  j>arlaker  in  tlic  x-arious  amotions 
of  that  wear^-  day  full  time  to  forget  tbrir  Hlinre 
of  it  in  Hieep.  As  tlie  cliapel  clock  fttnidc 
eleven,  site  arose,  and  carefully  placed  such  a 
shade  upon  her  lamp,  as  would  prevent  its  glaring 
ihrougb  B  window  or  a  key-liote,  and  yet,  by  a 
itigbt  movement,  be  remove<l  at  pleasure.  Thus 
prepared,  she  qiuiwd  her  parlour,  and  glided 
noitelenly  along  the  piiMta^s  which  led  to  the 
cell  of  Juliet;  that  of  Camilla,  aa  was  before 
■Weil,  WM  next  to  It,  but  the  corner  of  a  ^Uery 
imenrened  between  them.  Tlie  door  of  Caniilla's 
cell  must  be  pawed  by  the  AhbetiH,  before  slio 
reached  (bat  of  Juliet,  but  she  determined  not 
10  enter  it,  till  she  bad  obtained  tlie  jrarincnts 
prepared  for  her,  as  every  added  itound  was  an 
added  danger.  As  iiho  approached  the  cell, 
however,  aome  idea  that  she  might  be  watching 
for  her,  cros«ed  tlie  mind  of  GcmldinCi  and  ftlie 
paused  immediately  opposite  to  it.  turning  bor 
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lamp  »t  the  «une  mom^ntt  bo  as  to  tlirow  its  I 
lijfbt  upon  tlie  door. 

GeraliUne  d' Albano  did  not  funU — »)ie  did  i 
fiili, — iklie  did  not  scream ;  but,  with  ten 
greater    suffering  than  those   can  feet.   wboM 
ti-enkrr  natures  yielA  to  such  relief,  idie 
iinnioveahle,  her  eyes  following  the  slroi^  li^ 
of  her  lamp,  which  fell  on  two  raotionlen  fig 
ill   bluck,  who  were  stationed  at  escli  side 
Camilla's  door. 

One  glance  revealed  the  dreadfol  truth — tl 
were  officials  of  die  Inquisition. 

It  needed  no  long  meditation  to  enable  her  1 
comprehend  the  frightful  mystery ;  nor  did 
rapid  interpretalioii  vary  in  any  important 
from  the  real  fact*.  Isidon-  was,  as  ithe 
long  suspected,  an  Intjuiitilor,  und  armed 
tJiat  frightful  power,  which  per\iidc»  every  i 
tuary,  and  makes  its  way  onchiLllougcd  to  the 
diainber  of  the  monarch,  or  the  more  sacred  cell 
of  the  devotee. 

The  Abbot  I>ad  left  Sunt*  Ottherina'a,  I 
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inortifieid    by  tbc  chrcJc  hi«   nutliority  had  re- 

wiTcd  in  the  pmtrncr  of  its  menials ;  and  not 

only  bent  more  firmly  thiin  i'«-cr  upon  obtaining 

Innf^eaDce  on  tlic  itobic  womun  who  had  braved 

iiam,  bat  keenly  nwake  to  tbe  probability,  that 

:  would  not  suffer  the  interval  so  hardily  ob- 

I  taincd  to  pass  mvny,  without  making  a  dciipcmii* 

[(Sort  to  save  Camilla.     His  phui  for  tli«  pre- 

I  Tfntiini  of  tliLs  vra»  «|iee(tily  formo<l ;  he  hu«(encd 

bKk,  with  tbe  leoM  poMible  delay,  to  St.  Aii- 

ibn's;  Bfid,  iwlectinfr  from  amonjr  sucb  of  ii.t 

ntihttn,  as  were  tD  the  service  of  llie  holy  oRiee^ 

two  whmD  he  lliou|;bt  especi^ly  fitted  for  the 

ImmIwi.  he  (lixj>aldted  tbein   to  Sant*  Catlie- 

rina's,  wiib  orden  to  find  tlteir  way  to  the  door 

vf  Cunilla'x  cell,  and  to  remain  there  till  their 

mcb  sbouk!  be  relieved  by  others,  whom  be 

tiould  briiif;  with  him  to  the  convent  on  the 

■WlliW. 

Thne  to  whom  no  infomtaltoti  can  be  refused, 
ni  who  can  insure  a  silence  on  their  decd^, 
i«f  iu  that  of  the  grave,  by  merely  showing  an 
t^senmi  on  wu,  affixe<l  to  a  icroll  of  parch- 
a3 
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raent  for  erer  worn  upon  their  penons,  find  lit' 
difficulty  in  exr cuting  any  commission. 

Tlic  Abbess  psHScd  on,  bowing  her  head  r< 
spcctfuDy,  and  baring  )<au«vd  in  her  progress 
so  brivf  s  spAOc,  that  the  sable  mates  who  g] 
upon  her,  were  hardly  an-arc  that  she  did  so.    Her 
purpose  was  at  once  decided.     She  proceeded 
the  door  of  Juliet's  cell,  and  gare  the  appmnti 
ngnal — the  anxious  girl  opened  it,  and  welcomed 
her  with  an  affectionate,  but  timid  smile.  Gei 
dioe  set  down  her  shaded  lamp,  and  for  one  sh< 
moment  concealed  her  fiice,  and  aTotded  to  opeak,' 
lest  her  body  might  betray  s)-mptoms  of  weal^ 
ness  which  her  soul  rejected. 

"  I  am  quite  ready  for  you,"  said  Juliet  in  a 
low  whisper,  and  at  the  same  moment  displaying 
the  result  of  her  assiduous  industry — "every 
thing  has  long  been  still — let  us  goat  once."      fl 

*'  I  hare  changed  the  plan,  Juliet,"  said  the  ~ 
Abbess,  in  atone  which,  «pitc  of  all  the  caoliaa 
wttli  whidi  it  was  ottered,  made  her  niece  sttl 
Without  »]iriiking  in  return,  Juliet  immedialrff 
mored  the  shude  of  the  lamp,  and  t 
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Ororifr  light  upon  tlic  face  of  Iter  aunt.     UaA  it 
not  been  coloorless  as  death  at  such  a  moment* 

I  it  could  hardly  liave  been  that  of  a  woman. 
••  Tell  me  all," — were  the  only  words  of 
Juliet. 
"I  will  lo-morrow, dearest," replied Gcraldin*, 
•ith  the  exertbn  of  astoDishing  sc-lf-comnuind. 
— "  Meanwhile,  fear  notliing — 1  will  convey 
liese  things  to  a  place  of  safety — my  purpose 
ii  bat  delayed." 

Ah  Hhe  said  tlita,  she  employed  herself  in 
oaking  a  parcel  of  the  dr«8«,  which  Juliet  had 
prepared,  ami  then  layinir  a  finger  on  lier  lipn 
to  indicate  ilie  neoewity  of  »ilrnc«,  sliv  ItiKMsl 
licf  Aeak,  and  was  nbout  to  quit  hor,  when  a 
frigtitfol  recollection  made  her  turn  back  untl 
■y^**  Do  not  leave  your  room  to-morrow,  till 
I  oome  for  you — and  now,  endeavour  to  sleep, 
ny  dearent  Juliet." 

On  leavii^  tlie  cell,  Genddine  returned  to  her 

own  room,  by  walking  the  whole  length  of  tin- 

novices'  gallery,  and  detcending  from  the  Cirther 

end  of  it,  by  a  small  staircase,  to  a  door,  which 
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■peoci  opdo  die  grieat  corridm'  of  ike  floor 
low :  thna  aroiding  die  [nss^e  tn  wkick  the  i 
of  CaraiUa  v«6  situated. 

Oa  «n(criiif^  Iter  own  apartment,  Oetaldio 
hU  anir  iW  flowing  ^;annenls  wliich  f(>nn«ij 
bcr  ■mwl  drass,  and  taking  her  master-key  frcm 
ib  pho,  slw  hastmnl  tritli  a  fina  but  silent  step, 
*^  auTjiBf  tbe  lamp  and  thr  disguise  pie|: 
far  CinQa,  to  tlie  small  room  doee  to 
dwpcl,  iboQgh  whtcfa  sbc  bud  led  Juliet  to 
H«i«  the  depastlcd  the  parcel, 
it  in  I  Banner  which  left  but 
1^  its  being  found  by  any  one  but  he 
tdt,  or  none  oec  insoucted  by  her  wbere 
sMkk. 

Ihnif  doae  this,  she  entered  the  chiqtd,  i 
alnDced  M  m  low  iron  door,  situated  in  the  irail 
«f  ife  noith  wfe.  The  buildii^  n^s  ptaeed  on 
tke  luiiilhira  m^  of  die  litde  bay  wfaieh  Aww 
iJw  hotbour  flf  Anoona,  and  the  iiorth  side  of  tk 
cko|Nl  iMnuettled  to  the  ms  tlm  terraced  front 
hefaw  JMcribed.  This  iron  door,  to  which  iki<*i 
im  ih*  ftnttBOk  ^  Abbess  applied  her  nwsti 
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key,  gave  entrance  to  a  range  of  vaults,  on  wlme 
aicbed  roofi  tlie  terrace  abovi'^  uiu  supported. 

Tbeir  original  pur^tose  was  either  forgotten, 
or  not  generally  known,  and  during  tlie  twenty 
years  Geraldiue  bad  resided  in  the  convent,  tliey 
had  been  opened  but  once,  wbiek  was  for  tlie 
parpose  of  guiniug  access  to  tlic  sea-wull  which 
fenced  tliem  from  t!ie  Adriatic.  This  happened 
a  Senr  yeam  afier  she  liad  taken  the  veil,  and  whh 
rendered  necessary  by  a  violent  Morm  uUicli  had 
undernuiied  a  part  of  tlie  foundation.  The  cir- 
nunstance  was  inipresiied  upon  her  mind  by  the 
ubiipcreil  tales  wbith  nuns  so  love  to  listen  to, 
alUtough  tliey  send  them  trembling  to  their 
■olitary  cells. 

Tliougb  spoken  of  with  affected  aiiition,  it  was 
prett}'  generally  known  tliroiigbout  the  eonvenl, 
that  the  workmen,  in  nuking  tlicir  way  through 
thetw  vaults,  to  tliat  part  of  the  outward  wall 
which  ri^uired  repair,  opened  mote  than  one  of 
tkuie  awful  tomb«  constructed  for  tlie  living, 
wluch  arc  b«t  loo  well  known  to  Iiave  existed  in 
almost  every  convent  throughout  the   catholic 
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world.  Hpw  &r  die  report  of  tltese  men  might 
be  tnutt'd,  ns  to  the  number  of  bones  found  in 
these  btdcotis  recesses  i^  very  doubtful :  but  il 
■a  certain,  tliut  notwitlistanding  the  opprobriimi 
Tutiiij^  ou  the  memory  of  the  wretdied  beingi » 
whom  they  had  bcl<>»K«i,  tlie  indecency  of  fm* 
relics  bcinfj  trazvd  ni,  aiid  luiiuJK-d,  w»  so  »■ 
v<dtiD^  to  the  feelings  of  tlie  goo«l  prieit  wl» 
litid  been  appointed  to  superint«'>til  the  tepW^ 
that  he  obtained  ]>erini.'«)ioii  to  have  them  o^* 
lect^-d  and  interred. 

It  was  the  recollection  of  this  event  whicl> 
now  ted  Geraldiiie  to  examine  these  g\oaioj 
recefues.  It  was  no  longer  po^jble  to  '^l'"'^'' 
that  Camilla  would  be  condemned  to  that  au^ 
terrible  of  all  punishmentH — interment  befot 
death;  and  it  could  hardly  be  doubted  thiitthci* 
vaults  must  be  the  oceiK'  wlicre  the  frigklM 
traj^edy  would  be  acted.  To  study  their  «!•• 
tion  and  construction,  and  to  ascertain  whif 
facUitiea  of  access  these  afforded,  was  ni^ 
tho  object  of  her  anxious  examLnation.  TW^ 
last  remaining  chance  left  for  her  was  in 
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pUKBiSty  of  conveying  her  an-ay  after  tlie  id- 
tennent. 

It  was  not  tinmediatrly  tliat  llto  small  larnp 
arried  by  Oeraldtne  could  enable  her  to  diit. 
iiii)fui»b  tlic  objrvts  wliicli  preaeiitetl  th^msi'ivi'K 
ai  ifae  opened  the  Aoor.  Tlie  ilamp  mid  ittr  iLai 
mlkei  put,  vcfy  nra/ly  extingtiuJied  the  IikIiI, 
■mL  for  u  moment,  she  retreated,  dulled  aiid 
tremblin^f — but  not  discouraged.  After  carefully 
cumining  the  Mate  of  her  lamp,  and  arraii^ng 
the  ihadv  to  as  to  protect  it  (nm  tlie  wind,  »he 
■^n  went  forward  witli  a  step  m  resolute  as  lii*r 
pnpow. 

8t>t  found,  a»  she  expected,  a  range  of  archer 
ewnyoiidiiig  to  tlie  external  buttresses  which 
beed  the  water.  They  were  as  many  in  niinibrr 
m  th«  lance  windows  of  the  chapel,  fonning  u 
Em  of  tw«ive  diuiiiet  vaults,  connected  with 
eadi  other  by  tlie  narrow  passage  upon  which 
tbc  door  from  the  clwpvl  opcned- 

By  measuring  the  width  of  ritr)i  of  tJiese  dun- 
geons, and  comparing  it  with  the  entire  length 
tf  the  pgasage,  the  ascertuined  that  the  partition 
II  6 
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walls  which  divided  them  were  too  thin  to  con- 
t^  the  cells  whose  position  she  was  scekiiifr  lo 
discover.  It  wus  therefore  evident  tJiat  these 
must  be  ^ibrieated  in  the  external  wall,  which 
faced  (be  Hea.  Upon  this  she  now  fixed  her 
ftttviitioii :  it  waft  built  with  large  rough  hewn 
stones,  eeineiited  toother  with  coarse  morlv; 
but  no  Eosteniiigs,  or  iron  work  of  any  kind, 
were  perceptible,  aud  it  ajipcttred  to  her  that  one 
stoul  inan,  witli  proper  uiols,  might,  without 
difficulty,  pull  dowu  a  sufficient  space  of  such 
masonry,  when  recently  erected,  in  a  very  short 
space  of  lime.  That  the  sound  of  such  an  ope- 
ration should  he  overheard  was  improbable,  fat 
several  reasons;  none  of  tlie  rooms  of  the  con^^ 
vent  were  near  it,  atul  the  ceaseli>ss  soun<l  of  the 
waves  huJiing  against  (he  walls,  would  render  itM 
very  difficult  to  di«tiniruish  any  noise  heard  from 
t)iat  quarter.  _ 

Thus  far  the  exiuiiiii.it ion  was  satis&ctory,  a>B 
it  had  shown  notliin^  which  seemed  to  remler 
the  execution  of  tlie  phui  she  meditated  impos- 
sible, or  even  difficult;  but  wldlc  she  rejoiced  at 
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dan,  die  train  of  lesser  circumstance,  wbiob 
must  all  conspire  in  her  fevuur  before  she  could 
profit  by  it,  came  crowding  to  Iier  recollection. 
Where  should  she  find  tlie  orra  so  necessary  lo 
help  her?  Where  could  slie  attempt  even  tx>  seek 
il^  without  expoeitig  herself  to  almost  certain  de- 
struction? Huw  should  she  find  tlie  means  of 
conrcying  to  tlie  wretched  prisoner  isomt  word 
of  comfort,  that  might  sustain  her  tliron|E;h  that 
mortnl  agony  whicli  miwt  precede  tlie  dcHpenit« 
effort  to  «ITC  hiT  ? 

Ak  Cienililine  stoixl  pondering  these  fearful 
difficulticiS  dii^  prrsiture  upon  ber  brain  became 
almost  intolerable,  and  gladly,  at  tliat  mumeiit, 
vould  stie  liave  purchased  the  safety  she  had 
promised  to  the  inih}ip]iy  Camilla,  by  Uying 
down  her  own  life  vrithuut  furtlicr  struggle.  But 
i|  WIS  ttot  so  that  tills  sacred  promise  couUI  be 
performed ;  atu)  shaking  off  tlie  sickening  de- 
fpondeitcy  tliat  tltreatened  t«  master  her  resolu- 
tion, she  liastctK^l  to  leave  the  diurnal  region 
wliicli  chilled  iicr  IiUmkL  On  quitting  the  etenud 
daxkucss  of  the  vndte,  alie  wiia  Wartled  to  see 
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the  grpyllfrlitofmominj^alreadystealiD^  athwart 
tlic  derp  ^liadowH  of  lh«  chapeL  She  cxdo- 
f^i&hed  her  lamp,  and  reached  her  room  ia 
aaTety. 

And  now,  for  the  first  time  for  many  hoOTi 
she  quietly  sat  flown  to  think.     The  stillticv  «( 
that  moment  was  dreadful.     The  last  woid*  of 
Camilla,  conjuring  tier  not  to  rouse  u  foist  aiti 
futile  hope  of  life  within  her,  seemed  rtngiaf 
in  her  ours ;  find  tlie  immense,  Hv:  various,  tbr 
ovcrwhi'bniiig  dlfEcultiivt  of  the   enter|>rise  iW 
was  resolved  to  nnderUike,  in  the  hope  of  nniv 
her,  rmc  up  like  giants  to  give  her  battle.     lAc 
could  not  hope  to  sleep,  and  the  rainly  attonpi* 
iug  to  do  M  would,  ns  site  well  knew,  more  od- 
hingc  lier  nerves  than  the  most  active  work  the 
could  put  them  to.     With  this  persuanoD  •br 
abanclune<l  all  idea  of  rest,  and  employed  ihp  b- 
t«n-ul   before  (be   service  of  matins  (which  « 
Suit'  Catheriiia'i  wtu  perfomiNl  at  five  o'cWll 
in  arranging,  with  m  murli  cli^iniess  of  heni  > 
she  could  coinimmd,  tlie  chain  of  ctrcum»iiuicn 
which  bliG  knew  mu»t  follow  each  other  dutiif 
10 
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the  ni'xl  two  dnyM.  Tbey  wore  such  as  migbt 
appal  the  stoutest  licurt;  »mt  wlicn  shv  tunivd 
her  coDHidcTntioD  to  tlie  means  tliat  were  within 
ker  rcaclt,  by  wbieb  the  might  h«\)«  to  iiven 
tteir  OHisequcncn,  the  disproportion  of  the  re- 
medy to  the  eril  was  to  obvioiu,  as  almost  to 
paralyze  every  effort.  Tltat  i*ucb  would  liave 
tlie  result  of  tlii»  billcr  hour's  meditation, 
hod  her  own  fntc  only  been  at  stake,  b  mo«t  oer- 
toiu— but  OS  it  woH,  «bv  took  courage  from  (lc> 
Hpair ;  und  certain,  that  nothing  she  could  uttempt, 
however  complete  it:*  fuilure  mij^ht  be,  could 
render  the  wtuaiiou  of  Camilla  worse,  she  ner\-ed 
heraelf  to  the  desperate  undertitking ;  and  from 
this  moment,  to  thiit  in  tvhidt  ibi  final  resuJt  wiu 
for  ever  settled,  no  further  sj'mptom  of  weukricsn 
or  indeduon  impelled  the  steady  persoveruiice  of 
Geraldtne. 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 


La  vrrtu  n'lpparticnt  qu'  i  nn  hrc  GnUi  p*r  ta  n*tm,  (■ 
fori  p«  M  volani6. 

J.  J.  RauMUV. 


In  the  hope  that  Juli«t  might  sleep  souRilly 
after  the  ^tl^ue  and  anxiety  shv  luul  ondured> 
the  Abbess  would  not  visit  her  before  the  huur 
lit  which  it  wax  iieeemary  to  awiikc  her  for  br^ek- 
fast.  ^lie  then  went  to  her  door,  nnd  found  htt 
mnding  with  it  half  open  in  her  liuixl,  waidif 
with  iitiftpestkjible  imputieiiM  for  her  Hpi>rM:k 
Had  lier  obedience  to  tJie  comniand,  wliich  o* 
joined  her  not  to  leave  her  room,  been  lew  inn 
plicit,  she  would  not  Itave  been  still  igtiotwil  «( 
the  fearful  neighbourhood  of  llie  men  who  lo!' 
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immovcably  guarded  the  door  of  Camilla.  Hap- 
pily for  Juliet,  she  had  scrupuloufily  obeyed  the 
injunction,  and  though  her  heart  beat  n-ith 
anxiety  to  know,  what  events  had  induced  the 
change  of  purpose,  which  her  aunt  liad  men- 
tioned the  night  before,  she  was  still,  in  her 
most  unpleaEant  surmises,  immeasurably  dUiont 
JTom  tlie  truth. 

It  w-ns  Uie  earnest  wi&h  of  Geraldiue  to  keep 
lier  so,  at  lewtt  for  »omc  fevr  hours  longer ;  she 
dr(iul(.>d  to  see  the  cffi^ct  of  so  much  horror  on 
tJte  young  nnd  sensitive  mind  of  Juliet,  and 
when  she  drew  her  hand  under  her  own  urm,  its 
g«iitlc  and  affectionate  prcwure  ftcnt  u  pang 
to  ber  lienrt  as  ftlie  thought  of  tli«  sorrow 
wjiit^,  delay  it  us  she  might,  must  reueh  her  at 
last 

"  Why  do  you  take  this  way,  dear  aunt  ?  I 
wished  to  sec  poor  Ctunillu  as  we  passed,"  said 
Juliet. 

"  Not  now,  my  love;  I  wish  to  keep  lier  quiet 
fur  the  pn;«i*nt,  aii<l  for  tlial  reason  I  will  not 
pass  her  ceU." 
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TWre  was  no  danger,  as  Oersldine  irell 
Aai  Juliet  sfaould  hear  of  last  aigbt's  <ti«- 
oorefT  front  tbe  sisterhood.  The  knowledge  that 
ai  ^  holy  office  were  enf^agcd  in  WBJ 
WM  MMmgb,  in  ihose  Any*,  to  iaipm 
•  an  ike  most  incautious  tongue  reipcc<iii| 
k;  lad  tfffl  aofe  would  the  dreadful  comcioutfw* 
nonit}'  prerent  the  terrified  iiuon  rnun 
tke  wr  with  any  sound  ooncemlng  It. 
Bu.  &a«gh  DO  wfwd  wh  ottered  on  the  suhj«(< 
there  was  somrtlung  in  the  loobt  of  the  vrholr 
fcwembly,  dot  inslanlly  caught  the  attentioa  af 
JuticL  3e  looked  anxiously  from  one  to  vf 
other,  and  onr  after  another  they  all  caM  dun 
Aeir  e>-es  to  aroid  aiwwvrb^r  hen,  even  hr  ■ 
gbace.  She  turned  to  her  aunt — kbc,  too,  lu- 
ttously  looked  the  other  way. 

TW  Watt  of  Juliet  nnk  within  faer — hot  tbr 
cai^^t  the  infectious  silence,  and  the  mmattg 
iDeal  passed  heavily,  witlnout  tlic  sound  of  ■ 
di^e  roice  being  beard  while  il  lasted. 

niion  the  AbbeM  mae  from  nUe,  Mk« 
alike  unmindful  of  gvoeral  etiqaetta^  and  of  br 
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aant'9  psrticiLlaT  instnicdom;,  u-atkcd  up  to  her, 
and  took  hor  vm. 

"  I  liavc  mucJi  buaincM  for  these  hour*, 
Juliet,"  Kuid  Iicr  atint,  gently  discngngiii(r  her 
ann — "  Occnpy  yourself  in  your  own  cell  this 
morning,  my  dear  child;  after  dinner,  perhaps, 
1  sJiall  hare  time  to  see  yoiL" 

"No,  no;  I  will  see  you  now,"  replied  Juliet: 
*'  your  mistaken  kindncw  is  in  vain— you  cannot 
bide  it  from  me." 

Geraldine  did  not  aaiwer — and  no  longer 
attempted  to  pre%'ent  Juliet's  following  her, 

"  Is  she  still  alive  ?  or  did  the  monster  com- 
plete his  work  last  night?" — were  the  first 
words  c^  Juliet,  after  they  had  reached  the 
Abbess's  parlour. 

"  She  still  lives,  Juliet;  but — to-morrow " 

'•  To-roorrow  she  is  to  die  ?" 
"  To-morrow  she  is  to  stand  her  trial — and 
immediate  execution  will  follow." 
"  You  have  llien  abandoned  her?" 

L"  Oh  Juliet ! " 
"  Forgive — I  mean  not  to  reproui-h  you — but 
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do  you  speak  iii  that  calm  tunc  of  ker  execu- 
tion? It  must  not  ho,  luuit:  it  shull  not  be! 
Wliere  w  h«r  prison  ?" 

"  Juliet,  Juliet,  yon  Ajieak  wildly.  No.  1 
have  not  ahaiitloiit^l  her.  I  ain  <letefmine<l  u 
attempt,  vrhat,  iny  judgiaenl  tells  me,  attrn 
Lanlly  a  liliadow  of  hope ;  but  I  will  no4  alnniton 
h«r.  Hear  llieii  wlint  1  propoAv  to  uitempt,  wi 
tell  me  if  within  the  range  of  powihiUty  there  br 
any  otlxr  t'linfj^  t  aui  do?" 

Juliet  listened  ^auul  a%  one  after  umther,  iW 
minute  particulars  of  tlie  scheme  were  detaiM 
she  lost  more  and  more  completely  tlie  hope  tktf 
sustained  her. 

"  Impossible  I  uttcHy — utterly  impomibler 
iihe  exclaimed,  ai  her  aunt  concludecL  **  Vbo 
is  there  you  can  trust  with  such  an  enterprise? 
Whom,  even,  can  you  find  to  pTopo«e  it  to?* 

**  The  workmen  who  will  come  this  roorniag 
to  prepare  llie  council-room." 

"  And  if  they  betray  you  f" 

Geraldino  was  sllvnt  for  a  monKiil,  aitd  thn 
answered — 
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*'  It  could  not  make  ber  dtuaUon  wonc." 
"  And  n-liat  would  your's  be  ?" 
**  Julic^  tt  mnttcrs  not — perbaps,   my  death 
too  is  B«alpd. — I  will  twc  live  to  see  this  horrid 
murder." 

"  But  tliis  will   not  avert  it,"    «aid   Juliet, 
e&niMtly.     "  Evcii  should  you,   by  this  blind 
chance,  liiid  u  truMy  i^cnt,  his  unglv  unn  could 
not  achieve  the  work  you  talk  of." 
"  And  why  not,  Juliet  V" 
Without   immediately   replying,    Juliet    roge 
and  sought  t]H-  miuter-key  in  the  pluee  where 
the  had  so  bt4-ly  been  imttructed  to  And  it. 

"  Come  witli  me  to  these  drendful  inultft— 
I  can  there  cotirince  you  I  nni  right.  Oh  I  my 
*Inr  aunt,  forgive  all  this  presumptiun ;  but  I 
■Ml,  m  if  year«  hn<l  pasted  over  me,  during  the 
W  few  drnulful  hours."   . 

"  You  know  not  the  comfort,  Juliet,  that  your 
»oice  givcA  me — last  night — the  differenee  is 
P^tler  than  you  can  tell — let  us  go  then, 
^Nmt,  hut  by  the  public  staircase;  workmen 
*t  tliwilv  here,  and  we  must  aroid  them." 
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At  tbia  moment,  the  door  of  the  roon  WM 
opened  by  shtKT  Jahaiinu,  who  mini'  to  ikniuKiiiec 
tliat  tlic  Abbot  of  St.  An<lrea  was  arrived,  and 
had  doiirctl  to  ttee  the  Abbess  in  (he  publicporimr. 

'*  Mtut  you  go  aloiM?"  said  Juliet,  anx- 
toutly. 

*<  Yes,  Juliet;  but  fear  not  for  tne,  in  ikii 
interview;  I  am  prepared  for  It : — irait  for  mt 
here.  Go,  my  dauf^ter,"  continued  the  AbbM> 
addressing  tlie  pale  and  hormr-oiruck  JoJmi.'a 
"  go  to  the  Abbot,  and  tell  him  I  will  nil 
upon  bim." 

The  nun  retired,  and  the  Abbeai,  Huuift  ■ 
peniHTote  thcword  iiofcupon  a acrap of  paptf > 
wid  put  it  in  her  bo6om. 

*'  I  will  make  him  lead  me  to  her,  Juliet,  ni 
if  I  can  leave  tliis  word  with  her,  it  may  tatBio 
her  life  : — be  here  when  t  iclum." 

When  Geraldinc  entered  the  room  vbof 
Isidore  wiu  oitting,  lie  remained  for  ■  mcoMt 
witltout  rising  to  rcecive  her,  as  if  to  eojoy  l^ 
triumjih  of  seeing  her  nt  last  subdued  brbtt 
him;    but  tbe  moment  was   not  yet  ■nirt^ 
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With  itn  aspect  n  lofty  and  a  brow  »  plarid 
as  ever,  the  Abbes*  of  Sant*  Catberina's  bowMl 
in  corcmoitiouH  luilutation,  aiitl  took  )ier  srat. 
He  stiw-o  to  reiui,  in  her  dark  clear  eye,  the 
feelings  that  he  kpew  were  wringing  her  heart ; 
but  he  found  nothing  of  iu  It  was  Geraldine 
who  broke  the  ulence. 
■  "  Has  your  lonUbip  received  iny  summonH?" 
she  said,  in  a  voice  that  expressed  more  authority 
than  fear. 

"  1  have,  holy  mother ;  and  Hhall  not  fall  to 

^y  it:  but  ail  I  found  it,  in  my  judgmentf 

Tifccaiary   that  tlie   custody  of  the  abandoned 

"^Uh,  whose  shame  baii  beco  mudi>  manifest  to 

fm  eyes,  sboiUd  be  intmsted  to  firmer  hearts 

<W  might  be  found  among  your  sisterhood, 

1  W'e,   as  you  doubtless  know,  placed  mutes 

"f  the  holy  office  to  guard  her  cell,  and  I  am 

^ftf  to  see  that  tbey  have  done  their  duty — and 

•«  relieve  their  watch  by  others." 

The  Abt>e<8  bowed. 

" Does  the  arrangement  meet  jour  ap[)robii>- 
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"  Your  lonUliip  ouinot  doubt  iu" 
"  Ik  it  your  purpoM-,  holy  motlicr,  that  thr 
council  kIi:i11  meet  iii  the  ronrblr  cliapter-nxnn .'' 
"  AwiiiriHlIy.     'I'lu*  time,  tliuti^li  short,  will,* 
I  thiitk,  1>G  sufficient  for  itt)  pr«|iiiratioiL" 

'*  Zeal  aiid  good-will  in  a  ri);Iilcuu«  ouur.' 
replied  tlie  Abbot  with  m  j^nile  smile,  "<ril 
multiply  tlie  meaim  allowed  iw  to  advance  it.'     ■ 
*'  Will  you  not  Btfc  ilif  prisoner,  my  lord  ?" 
"  Ves,  boly  motiier :  such  in  my  purpow." 
"  Then  I  will  uitend  your  li>nl»bip." 
**  Nay,   such  ceremony  w   ntit  needful,  W 
I  would  ftp.are  you  tlie  siglit  of  »ueh  a  imtA,' 
•'  It  will  indeetl   be   )iainful,    but   It  b  bit 
duty,  and  I  will  not  xhrink  from  it.     My  oftn 
corainands  me  to  see  her  in  her  cell,   to  kM« 
that  she  bss  all  that  b  neee<sary  to  suMUD  lifri 
and  no  more." 

Ilie  vextd  Abbot  agsin  knew  that  >be  «■• 
right,  and  <Urcd  not  contradict  her.  j 

Oenildiiic  led  the  way,  but  on  reaching  tW  ^ 
door  «t<-{ipcd  buck,  as  only  the  same  autliorint 
which  had  placed  the  grun  senliueb  Mom  'h- 
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imU\  sanction  their  peimitlin^  any  one  u>  enwr. 
FwnI  for  (be  unforliiuate  Camillii  luiil  ht-cii 
ik'livvreit  to  (bese  men,  and  l>y  tliem  ])Iaccd 
wiibui  die  door  of  lier  cell. 

Tliey  now  retired  for  a  few  paee«t,  aiul  tlu! 
Abbot  having  taken  ibe  key  from  one  of  th<>in, 
■ipeiied  the  door,  and  tet  the  Abbess  puse  in. 

Camilla  was  lying  upon  llie  bed,  wilh  her 
«y«8  dosed,  but  on  Geraldine's  proiiouncinj^ 
bcT  iiame,  ^te  opened  tbero.  Tlie  expresuon 
of  that  look  WB5  terrible — but  it  lasted  only  a 
moment,  for  she  saw  ibc  Abbot,  and  ogmn  closed 
bcr  cyeti, 

The  AbbeHs  went  to  her  bedHide,  and  ngaiii 
spoke  to  ber ;  but  her  voice,  nliich  liud  bot-n 
M  firm  when  addrvming  lh«  iron-hearted  bigot 
who  wiM  waichiiig  for  her  own  dvstruelioii,  vetut 
iiow  quite  inarticulate.  laulore  remarked  ilie 
KMknrw,  and  bailed  the  fiiM  symptom  of  his 
trtumph. 

*'  Holy  mother,"  said  lie.  "  you  seem  not  to 
be  capable  of  uddn-ssing  this  wretch,  as  it  is  our 
boundcn  <luty  to  address  her.  ^^'olluul !  remember 
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yttat  sins !  your  boura  are  nujnb«r«d.     R« 
holy  mother,"  he  condnued,  in  a  tone  of 
tempi,  "  if  tlua  be  indeed  a  neceft^ry  duty,' 
grieve  to  see  that  you  are  so  little  capable  of 
perform  itig  it-* 

"  Have  your  wmila  been  supplied,  Camilla  ?* 
said  tlie  AbbcM,  vilhout  noticing  bis  mandate,  i 

Again  the   uiifortunulc  woman    opened 
eyes  for  a  momenti  and  fised  them  upon 
dine,  but  closed  tbem  again  witbout  peaking. 
*'  Why  arc  you  to  tJiiiily  covered,  daugfaleri 
said  tbc  AhlH-s*,  «ira«ing  over  Iter  «o<mr  of 
linen  of  tl»e  bed ;  "  in  decency,  you  sliould 
deal  yoar  pereon  from  your  guard*,  who  mu 
enter  with  your  food." 

Geraldine  now  turned  to  retire.     Her  ■ 
was  done.     A«  she  placed  the  sheet  orer 
railla,  tlie  ready  pajier  was  left  in  tli«  bed, 
ao  close  to  her  person,  at  to  hare  madv  her  I 
iu  touch. 

Isidore  followed  the  Abbess  out  of  ibe  colli'' 
persuaded  dial  she  had  perforrned  this  paiiifiil 
piece  of  oerenionious  obfierrance,  solely  to  nBUin 
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her  ropulation  for  Uie  punctilious  attention  (o  all 
her  duties,  for  wliich  site  had  ho  long  beeii  cele- 
brated. 

Immediately  aft«T  tbi«  vi^t,  he-  took  ]m  leave* 
wd  Geraldine  was  once  morv  left  iJoiif  with  her 
•dm. 

"  Did  you  succeed  in  givii^  it  to  her?"  in- 
i{iuri<d  Juliet  ea^rly. 

"  Perfectly.  If  greater  matters  ct^uld  he  mit- 
ni^il  an  well,  Juliet,  1  night  yet  lire  to  scorn 
■lie  crael  nuillee  of  Uiit  Isidore.  Now,  Uieii,  I 
*tU  attciul  ymt  to  the  vaults,  tboui^li,  I  co)ife«8, 
I  hr  not,  to  what  purpoM." 

"  You  will  not  say  so,  when  I  ex]>lain  myself; 
iKudes,  I  shall  tuidcmtund  your  description 
«ttw  when  wc  arc  there." 

A  few  minntos  brotiglit  thi-m  to  the  door,  lead- 
"iff  to  tlie  dungeons:  JuUet  had  brought  n  light, 
*>»i  (hey  renewed  the  examination  togetlier. 

The  attention  of  both  was  directed  to  the 
*uiiunation  of  tlie  masonr}*  which  terminated 
^r  milts ;  this  appeared  exactly  the  same  in  all 
"( them.     Juliet  stood  for  mauT  minutes,   th« 
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lamp  hcM  high  tJaon  h«r  head,  and  W  rfl 
fixed  parnotwly   npon    ili«   n-ull,  niU-iiily  me 
btting  the  pofieibilltT  of  Wr  {tiaii :  »t  lengili  i 
Slid — 

**  I  am  sure  that  it  may  be  done — but  ok ! 
God*5  sake,  risk  twt  the  dear  chance,  by 
in  a  straii^i;et  to  help  us." 

^  But  whore  b  the  oim  that  can  do  thit ! 
for  Uis  Juliet  i^ 

"  I  do  betiere,"  replied  the  poor  girl  fe 
'*  thai  our  own  strength  can  do  it." 

Geraldiue  Khook  her  head,  as  she  repEeJi 

^*  .\i>d  should  we  &il?     Think  of  Iter  I 


agonuv 


!     'ITiiuk   of  the   few   short   houn 


dnald  have  for  such  n  Ubour.    Oh,  Juliet. 
wvold  dus  9%ht  ann  of  yours  avail  a^;aiiist  < 
a  bulvaric  as  this  ^' 

"Then    Ueavvn   send  us  a  sttaitgeTr* 
Juliet,  aa  she  turned  despondingly  to  ivaxe  I 
vault.     **  U  sQch  he  your  deci^oo,  let  ii»  losv  I 
tane.     t   beard   the  worknieii  in   the  chap 
I :  it  is  atDonf;;  them  only  lliat  wc  can  i 
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The  Ahhem  did  not  r»ply,  but  silently  led 
Bi^  wny  ncra«*  tlie  chapeL  On  agniD  reachinif 
^er  parlour,  olie  closed  the  door,  and  said,  nitli 
fate  solemn  tone  of  6nal  resolution — 

**  So  then  let  it  be,  JiJict;"  luid  tlien  added, 
^ it  is  all  tbot  i»  Ml  us;  they  may  betray  me, 
lat  I  know  tlie  worn  of  Uuit." 

**  Not  you : — llicy  never  shall  Imvc  the  power 
pf  )>etfaytng  yoU|"  raid  Juliet,  with  the  uir  of  a 
person  resolutely  determined:  **  It  is  I  wbn 
■Bust  nukke  the  uttempt,  and  I  will  do  it  in- 
Bantly." 

"  And  (liink  you  I  will  tnsiiK  my  safen-  at 
the  rwk  uf  yours  ?     Fie,  lie ;  you  do  not  oieiui 

Ik." 

•'  Indeed,  I  do  not,"  replied  Juliet;  *'  I  too 
veil  know  it  is  impoMiible,  but  I  lun  not  un 
|bbe8» — I  am  not  even  a  nun.  Wlmt  drciulful 
duif^er  would  threaten  me,  if  it  were  known  tltut 
I  had  been  neon  prytiifr  alioiit  Ut  watch  llit^e 
korkmen?  My  ciiritMity  might  be  puniiihed  hy 
Marcellfl,  by  the  infliction  of  a  tto/eii  Pater- 
Aostera.  You  yield,  my  belored  aunt  I  you 
i3 
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Ujfecdotiate  embrace,  and  JuUet  left  ber  In  all 
r'Hie  nervous  trepidadoa  of  bo[>c  and  fvar.  Slic 
took  her  way  to  Uie  cliapt«r-roi>m,  tltrou|rli  tlie 
pwao^es  leant  used  by  the  oommunilj',  l)»t 
tliere  was  less  cliance  of  meeting  any  of  them 
than  she  was  aware.  Terror  immeasurable, 
iinde finable,  and  overwhelinuig,  bad  seized  upon 
them,  from  tlie  moment  they  had  leamt  that. 
£uniliani  of  tlkC  InquUition  were  stationed  within 
the  conreni  walLi, 

Xnt  »  suhikI  was  to  be  heard  tlirough  lhi>  long 
corridors ;  (lie  ganlen  was  utterly  fonuiken,  :inil 
the  frightened  women  hid  themselves  in  little 
knou  of  three  or  four  together,  in  the  cells  most 
distant  from  the  dreaded  B)>ot  vherc  tliese  agents 
<if  mysterious  power  were  placed. 

On  approaching  the  chapter-room,  the  soun<l 
nuiny  voices  reached  her,  thitt  she  decided 
upon  loitering  about  the  piuieugps,  in  the  hope 
lliat,  wlule  tliey  were  coming  or  going,  she  might 
lie  able  to  uddress  hcrvclf  to  same  indtvtdual 
Without  brintpiig  upon  lier  the  attention  of 
otkcn  at  the  sune  time. 
l4 
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While  cropping  about  with  tins  bot>c.  sk?  dis- 
tingiii»lii'(l  a  mail's  rotce  chiintitigf  in  a  Um 
sw«c(  tone  a  wt-lt-kttown  canticle.  Tbe  miuu) 
wB<i  at  no  gTVat  distance,  an<i  jihe  Mxm  fund 
tliat  it  iKKuei)  from  tlie  liunber-room  heviilo  At 
cliapeL  She  went  in,  and  saw  a  ynuiig  imo. 
a]>{>iirently  not  more  than  twenty  yennof  x^ 
en^^a^<l  in  lookinf^  over  many  large  rollt  ti 
tape«itry,  to  fiiul  what  w«a  nuMt  fitting  for  ikt 
work  lie  was  upon. 

Juliet'R  heart  beit  quick. — How  shoiiM  tht 
begin  f  N'otliing  could  be  more  fevoiirahle  lUn 
the  cireiUDstaiices  of  tlw  eni-ounter;  the  nv 
n-as  alone,  employed  at  a  eoiL^identble  diiunc 
from  any  companion,  and,  twtter  xtilh  ^'* 
youth  and  good-humoum!  couiitenoncr  fl'* 
much  greater  encouragement  than  she  bad  if" 
to  liope  for.     Bnt  how  tdiould  idte  begin  ? 

Tile  young  man  seemed  stailled  at  sreingb"' 
and,  perhaps,  fell  no  inconsiderable  dt^rrre  •^ 
awe  at  her  religious  liabit ;  he  immediately  w^ 
up  one  of  the  rolls  wliich  lay  before  htm,  ■»  " 
Iia«teneil  in  his  dcci^tion   by   her  eoming,  tf" 
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TW;M«d  to  depart.     All  tlie  premcditatrii  plaiu 
ikt  hai(  formed  (or   bf^liiniiig  »  convvnatiun, 
wen  forgotten  in  die  aUnn  of  tint  mumiriil, 
■ml  tJiutting  llie  door  by  vliicJt  site  liad  enleretl, 
Ac  put  ber  bade  af|;Bii]!it  it,  iui«l  stretching  out 
her  hamb  towards  him,  exclaimed — 
"  Clvistian !  for  llie  love  of  Omt,  bear  me !" 
**  Wbat  is  tlie  inatt«r,  dear  young  latly  T  said 
(^  man,   half  &igliten«d,   but   uiucb   afTevted 
b]r  tlie  look  luid  munnirr  of  tite  Ix-aiitiftil  girl 
*hi>  addrMscd  liim.     "  Is  th<m-  any  tiling  I  can 
4tt»crTe  you?" 

*  (>h  yc»,  yM,"  said  Juli«1,  ber  bope  strvngtb* 
oa]  altnoHt  to  oxtacy  by  the  kindness  of  liiit 
tme.  «  Have  you  a  slMer?  Have  you  a  vrifn'f 
It  thiTe  iiny  une  you  love  ?-^For  ber  sake  lielji 
■e^  aiid  the  God  of  meicj'  will  bless  you." 

"  Holy  Jesus !"  «xclaiined  tbe  youug  nun,  a 
hnilful  idea  occurring  to  him.     "  Is  it  you,  so 

Twng  and  *»  bemiliful,  tltat  are  going to  !« 

hnifd  ywoder?" 

Hff  «poke  the  last  trords  in  a  whiter,  and 
timed  pale  as  bo  uttered  them. 
15 
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**  It  is  one  M  itmr  to  me  as  mpelf,**  repHed 
Juliet,  approucliing  hiaiy  "  and  I  (thiJl  die  wilt 
her." 

"  Not  if  I.cnii  Sftvo  ynu,  yoong  Inrfy.  TeU  at 
h«w  it  Clin  be  (lone,  without  my  ^cttiiij^  bimfl 
at  llie  sluke  for  it,  and  I  will  do  it." 

"  Wealtli  Etlud)  b«  your*,  bcyocHl   what  j<w 
ever  dreamed  of,"  cried  the  happy  Juliet,  "anil 
the  dan^r  is  none.     Now  hear  me ;  and  if  ym   1 
would  save  my  yoang  lift^  forget  not  a  "^ 
i«ay."  j 

She  then  explained  to  him  the  dreadful  cm-  \ 
mony  that  was  to  take  place  on  the  nMrc- 
Tlie  poor  fellow  tremltled  ai  he  lliteiied  w  bCt  J 
yet  it  wa.1  evident,  that  he  Umened  wiik  tiul  ' 
^ure  attention  which  renders  foT]gctfulnc»  iv  j 
poftsible.  I 

"  When  your  day's  work  U  done,  it  b  ^tTt> 
good  friend,  that  you  miwt  lodge  youwdf^"  •'»' 
Juliet,  as  ^he  spoke,  opened  (he  door  liadhg*     | 

the  belfry.     "  I  will  bring  you  food to-m** 

row,  between  the  hours  of  eleven  and  two,  A' 
work  of  death  is  to  be  <lone.     When  they  tai 
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built  up  the  wall  npfln  their  vicdm,  they  mil 

leare   ber,  and   wllLin  ao   hour,    the   convent 

will  be  as  still,  as  if  uodiing  but  God's  Mrvice 

had  been  <loDe  here.     Still  we  roust  wait — wsit 

dll  darkness  help  us ;   then  I  will  come  to  you, 

and  witli   tlib  pii-k-iutc,  which  is  here   to   dig 

OUT  graves,  sbuU   you,    good  friend,    un-nuik« 

one.    1  Imvc  «  key  that  can   open   every  gate 

for  you,  and  for  the  being  you  will  save ;  and 

you  gbuU  curry  gold  enough  to  take  you  to  uny 

had  you  will,  if  you  should  foiur  discovery  hcr«- 

tftei  of  what  you  are  abotit  to  do." 

"  Intloetl  it  will  be  needful,    holy   lady ;  I 

m»y  not  dare  to  remain  here  after  such  a  deed." 

"  Nor  sIuUl  you.     Wait  but  ati  instant,  if  you 

<l(iul)t  my  word,  and  I  will  briug  you  eanie»t  uf 

•iic  gold  1  promise." 

"I  do  tu>t  doubt  you.  If  I  did,  lady,  it  sJiould 
■w  be  for  you  that  1  would  Itazard  life,  as  truly 
I  moM  <lo.  But  comfort  your  kind  beart — I 
"ill  siaiid  by  you — and  I  see  not  but  llie  tiling 
*»y  Ko  tltrougli  well,  imd  safely.  Your  gohl 
midic-  a  liappy   wifv   of  one  us  young, 
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let  (rentlp,  aiid  almost  ii*  hutKl^ciirK'  m  ynurf^ir.i 
Kilt  hark!   tluit  i»  Kicardo  cAlling^  mc — I 
[to  sure  to  find  sotni*  miy  of  hidtitg  hcT«:  rail 
do  not  risk  the  coming  lo  tog  to-n^bt ;   I 
manage  for  my  supper  without  that." 

So  saving,  the  youtb  sliouldcrod  tlio  Iape*tryi' 
and  otieyed  tlie  call  of  his  oomnuir;  Irarii^ 
Juliet  in  a  itate  of  Iiappiness  to  which  it  would 
ho  dilfictilt  to  do  justice  by  imy  description. 

On  entering  the  room  where  her  aunt 
was  witttlng  for  her.  in  sickeniiig  doubt  and 
dn-ad,  nithcr  than  witli  hope,  Juliet's  fint  im- 
pulse was  to  throw  herself  on  her  knees,  and 
exclaim,  "  Tliajik  God  with  me — sJie  is  snved !"     , 

A   burst  of  tear%   so  violent  as  almott   tafl 
terrify  tite  Abbess,  followed,  but  they  brought 
most  needful  relief  to  her  over-strained  feelings. 

In  a  ^ort  time  she  recovered  strength  and 
cnm))osuTe,  aiid  llien  communicated  «rery  tbin§ 
iliat  liiid  pa**ed  between  herself  and  her  newj 
friend. 

When  Juliet  had  fini^ibed  her  narratiTe, 
r«>ceived  the  grateful  praises  of  Gecaldine 
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W  lirmncw,  slie  a(l()reiM«d  her  aunt  witli  tlie 
VH*n  aflecling  earaentne^i,  entmititi^  ti«r  not  in 
uiy  way  to  take  part  in  the  esctipe  of  dunilbt. 
tier  ar|;iiin4-tiu  wcr«  «q  well-founded,  and  livr 
(uixicly,  ihiit  tiiey  ftlioulil  b«  coni[>tted  witli,  so 
^eply  »in(.\>rr,  tliat  CitfTttldiiic  tliougbt  »lie  liad 
nri^t  In  be  indulged. 

"  1  do  yield  to  yau,  my  love,"  «li«  ««ud  iit 
Impli ;  *'  luiving  li.tiened  patiently  to  nil  youf 
BT^ments,  I  will  allow  that  th«y  are  too  powers 
fo]  to  be  rejected.  It  would  be  cruel,  for  the 
*lte  of  vain  brava<l(i,  to  repay  all  you  have 
"One  by  endangering  myself:  I  know,  that  to 
iKnk  you  have  saved  me  too,  will  be  no  «ina!i 

"  Tbi*  tniKt— this  confidence — bnw  can  I 
iJiank  you  enough  f"  said  iJie  delighted  ^rl. — 
"Tliink  not  I  pmume  too  much  upon  stiHi 
Uidlwai,  if  I  Myi  that  to  make  it  quite  cfTiTlunl, 
iwi  must  tmmfidiat«Iy  mi.x  with  your  poor 
£%iiiened  ininN,  and,  al)ove  all  thtngtt,  at  the 
Lot  of  Camilla's  escape,  you  niuHi  have  mnny 
rith  you — who  may  bear  wiuic»3,  slioiild  cvi- 
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My  roAe  aad  caoMdfar!    Vo«  ihaU  I 

w  ■;  ana,  bare  suae  tsbcaecL     TV  kovj 

«wy  Aa^is  oat  of  rale — it  HqUri 

Off  wCmv^w;   tvcnnn^  yw 
:  fn»  dapd  and  f ram  a^fv  «ill  i 
G«  to  jour  oeU;  I   w^  nnJ 
(  1  kiMFv  TovaM^; 

■^W^iiijiiiliil,  iflJh 

b.dn^&l  day— ««llMwit  Mr:  I 
mA  yn  «nii  mcMM-j  betee  1  ilnp.    Y«nl 
■ftne  la  find  ^  drca  Giidlh  am  pat^ 
Naw  ihcak  Bf  JaiiK,  ««  «iB  pan;  iiisi 
he  arc  daleibvi 
w  hart*  Mfci 
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Aadi  "ith  irep  cbuge  of  aecrMf, 

Kb*  iiMicil  ■  plncF  la  vux*. 


Scott. 


wdl  knew  tluil,  under  tli«  pKseni  dr- 
idHiceH,  tliciv  would  bv  tio  danger  of  her 
iofi  rvtnwlt)'  of  uiy  kind,  by  rrpiiiring  to  her 
^  nam  bcAnr  Uw  mxtiii  tirrvic«.  Shv  felt 
Biixioiu  to  consult  with  hrr  onct-  morv, 
iouljr  to  tJie  trrmcndom  bininoto  of  Ui«  <lay ; 
m  dctvnaLned  that,  uftei  tliix  int«rview, 
should  not  again  meet  in  |>rir«te  till  the 
t  atnktt  she  was  aboiU  to  pUy  for  »ltoukl  Im 
9t  WOO. 
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■id  btiHS.  in   differrnt  padtHS. 
■ifaM»,  ^id  writing  Ubcis  fin-  (vL  j 

smA  %  Bonnit  to  fiod  Iier ! 

im  lUs  OBfilayvCTU,  Jnlitl  e^J 


**  Mt  dar  sou !  h  it  poadblr  tliai  ytn  oa  i 

"  1  ^  ptym^  drarnt  Jotiet,"  shprrpli^  i 
«*  fiw  erans  «Uc&  My  he  likely  to  foUov  Ca 


IwBel   ^red  not  itiqiurc  whai    tliaw 
whM— ^^  dradrd  ts  hear  some  ajuwcr 
Aaaid  tndioue  doobt  vt  tbe  oanxeqiieiKM 
■fat  Atj  wtn  wbamt  to  iindertakr. 

**  In  sKon,"  nmtinneii  the  Abbess,  »  I  HmU 
be  ready  for  whalervr  may  happen.  Th«K 
parchments  are  the  records  of  all  tlw  leceat 
temporal  tmnnctions  of  the  oooiveiit.  I  wisli. 
wha^wr  happeiu  to  me,  to  IcsTe  proof  list  I 
(tare  not  misapplied  the  power  which  ha«  heen 

vested  in  me .     Should  Camilla  peridi- 

Bat  1  mnst  not  look  that  way." 
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"  IiHleed  you  should  not,"  replied  Juliet 
cWerfull)-;  "  I  liave  not  yet  studied  my  fi.'llo<r- 
owiures  <!eoplyj  but  tlie  kind  voice,  the  free 
led  (eaileAfl  eye,  tl»e  firank,  bold,  bearinfr  of  my 
Toung  icootDptico,  rest  upon  my  mt-mory  most 
pHstntly.  Xo,  duuroat  fmiid ;  tbut  mail  will 
"ui  Iwtniy  me," 

"  J  do  believe  it  ia  impossible and  yet, 

mjr  dijy.-_-.  But  I  will  not  tliink  of  that. 
'''".  Juliet,  no — ho  could  itot  betray,  wantonly 
wtfty,  to  utter  and  most  liorriblc  destruction, 
•uth  a  (Tcuturc  as  th<m  art !" 

All  expression  of  micli  extreme  mi*(>ry  ap- 
P^wwl  on  tlic  couiKonaiice  of  Geniltliiie,  as  slie 
"ic^l  lier  eyejt  on  her  yuun^  comiAellor,  tli:tt 
JulJM  saw  she  rauitt  be  her«elf  llie  greiiter 
•"Miiie,  and  dial  the  lirmiieM  nece»»ry  for  thb 
^y\  service  iniwi  be  all  her  own. 

"  Few  it  not,  my  belove<l  aunt,"  she  replied, 
Miy  embmciiig  her;  "  but  let  ii«  turn  nil  our 
''looghbi  to  onr  ])oor  prisoner.  I  am  come, 
■'"ring  ihio  last  hour  of  leiaure,  to  a«k  your 
^'Uiwl,  as  to   where  tihe  ttimil  shelter  herself, 
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wlten  we  have  put  1i«t  forUi  iiito  t]>e  dsrimes  rf 
oiglit?" 

"  1  have  tfaoiiglit  ctc«i>ly  of  it,  Julie),  and  «b11 
adhere  to  tUe  opiiiimi,  tliat  to  liaug  about  out 
gates  iu  tbe  gaib  of  poverty,  will  be  lieibcK 
couvcalmt-iit,   till  Juviniiia  come*.     By   ntgli^ 
her  only  slu-ltvr  can  lie  tlii;  pordi  of  »onie  ckincb 
or  palace  at  Anemia;  bat  she  should  cone  N 
tltese  ^tes  with  Uie  fir»t  of  the  mendicants  «lia 
frequent  titent   in    tlte   morniiti;,    and    naaia 
ainonf;  the  last  who  linger  for  the  remnants  of 
(he  supper   in    tlie  evening;  for  even  if  tlw; 
knew  she  was  gone,  it  is  lien!  tikcy  would 
expect  to  find  her.     A  few  days  will,  I 
not,  bring  Jactutha  here,  and  then  she  is  nCe. 
Thia  woman  has  directions  to  trarel  with  a  free 
dLsjilay  of  wealth,  as  the  wife  of  a  rich  merehanc. 
In  that  character,  no  difficulty  can  attend  her, 
openly  taking  passage  for  any  part  of  the  world, 
where  she  may  wish  to  join  her  husbaji<L     She 
may  emburk  her  servants  and  her  lii^^;age  openlVi 
and  when  she  will ;  and   (.'amilla,  m  one  of  her 
anendaiits,  may  pass  securely." 
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••  Mo,"  replied  Juliet,  '*  liU  arrangement 
taiitiot  be  improwd.  And  now  farewell,  my  be- 
loved aunt,  1  will  see  you  no  more  alone,  till  all 
it  orer." 

"  Juliet  I"  uid  tbe  Abbete,  in  &  tone  of 
lutliorily,  "  I  go  witli  you  to  tJie  vaults  t4»- 
niglu." 

"  Tliea  will  you  ^ve  M  cruel  n  stab  to  tlie 
Wt  tliMt  hvnt  loves  you,  M  ever  Iddorc  gave 
<"  yours,"  replied  JiUiet,  claspiiii^  bcr  hands  to- 
KcliiBT  with  bitter  feeling.  "Oh,  aunt!"  iihe 
Riiitiuui-<1,  **  (lid  yoD  nut  promise  me  ?" 

"  Not  tliis,  Juliet :  surely  you  did  not  tliinit  I 
Willi  ever  promise  you  tliis  ? — Think  what  you 
■li  of  tne.  It  was  I,  who  pledged  my  word  to 
C«inilla  that  1  would  save  her — it  was  I,  who 
't)««d,  ia  my  secret  »uul,  that  I  would  do  i|, 
•t  porisb  witli  ber.  And  would  yun  ask  me 
'"  Wave  the  wliole  burden  of  this  solemn  vow 
"»  you  ?^You,  my  poor  child — whom  I  Iiave 
xliitworn  to  shelter  and  protccl )  Think,  Jidiet, 
■W  a  perjured  wTetdi  you  would  make  me — oh. 
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'« Wprc  youT  <!frtefmination,"  answered  JtJif I 
gravvly,  '*  litis  vitully  iiii[)ortiuit  to  its  all.  I 
wovM  not  dare  to  do  it.  I  would  not  inn 
to  point  oat  to  you,  whose  word  I  wouU  ftf 
ever  make  my  law,  the  cruel  &IIacy  of  nidi 
reasoning^.  I  will  ask  ymi  one  <]ue«tion,  uui 
I  implore  you  to  let  your  decision  rest  upm 
the  answer  you  shall  in  oonsdence  give  to  it 
I>o  you  believe,  my  aimt,  that  the  ewapr  <' 
Camilla  will  be  rendered  more  easy  by  yW 
beiRj;  present  at  it?' 

"  F(.Tliup8  not,  Juliet  But  sluiU  I  rni  i" 
safety,  wliile  you " 

<*  Hear  me — hear  me,"  cried  Juliet  whi- 
mently,  "anii  think  well,  before  you  lei  afrclinK 
of  idle  pimctilio  destroy  us  alL  1  do  not  tliinb 
this  youth  will  hold  hb  purpose  if  you  appfsr. 
He  is  hardly  bo  ignorant  as  not  to  know,  thai  bi< 
danger  would  I>o  multiplied  a  hundred-fold.- 
will  not  do  it." 

"  Juliet ! — I  am  become  a  child  in  your  hantl*'  J 
— Be  it  as  you  will," 

"  Now  then,"  mid  JuUeij  whik  a.  gfo«  of  j 
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Miti^lttctiMii  fluslivd  lier  sweet  bee, — "  now  tbeti, 
bi-  wfii  Iiy  every  one — uU  tliruugh  tlie  day — all 
tlirotigh  tlic  niglil — and  when  lie  blessed  sun  of 
tc^morrow  »!uill  rise  upon  us,  you  sliall  see  me 

P  enter  your  chamber  with  it»  first  bi-iuns." 

So  »aying,  tihe  gtive  ber  aunt  one  fond,  hut 

■   haaty   kiN*,  aiitl   fearing  the   result  of   further 
{■lu-lvy,  giulcd  back  to  licr  own  room. 

I        A  few  niiriut<«  afterwards  the  bell  sounded  for 
flapel,  and  Juliet  joined  hunself  to  Miirci-Ua's 
tTDOp.      From   the   chapel  she   went   hk    n»ual 
lo  tlie  refectory  for  break&iit,  anci  all  with  sucJi 
an  air  »f  steady  composure,  an  oliowed  tliat   the 
progress  of  life  cannot  always  be  measured  by 
I   weeks  or  inontlu;  but,  that  events  and  feelings 
^PH^  sometimes  do  in  a  day,  the  work  of  many 
Wjem. 

I  Geraldine,  meanwhile,  (iilly  aware  of  tin*  im- 
I  portance  of  Juliet's  parting  iiij unction,  coniplicd 
I  with  it  carefully.  Scarcely  one  of  the  esrahlinL^ 
*  men!  but  had  been  addressed  by  her,  on  some 
pretence  or  other,  before  the  hour  arrived*  at 
oLudk  tlie  judges  were  expected,     tilie  inspected 
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in  person  tlie  table  that  van  laid  for  tk* 
hhI  gnvr  ordvn Tt«p«ctitig  cter)'  circunutiiDcr 
Uivir  Tcerptioii,  nitd  of  Utc  (Ircadful  hiiniw 
which  wits  to  fiillow. 

The  mutes  bad  received  inMnictions  frM 
Bartone  to  remove  the  person  of  Camilla  bom 
her  cell  to  tbe  sacrist}-,  where  nhc  was  to  wA 
bill  order  to  appear  before  her  Jwl^cs.  ^M 
circumstanee  of  rigour,  which  could  tiwrase 
tbe  liorror  of  Iter  situatian,  was  nmittod.  Kl 
woman  was  permitted  to  approach  ber,  and  tht 
whole  comDiunily  were  commanded  io)diuttbem> 
ftelvet*  into  tlieir  celU  at  the  hour  R])potnted  tn 
ber  removal,  tlmt  no  passing  glance  of  linHa 
sympathy  miglit  rvudi  lier. 

Devutioiud  exercises,  sufficient  to  occupy  si 
hour,  were  appointed  to  cncb,  luid  it  occurred  M 
Juliet,  that,  during  the  period  of  tills  strict  iti 
inen(,«Uc  might  safely  visit  !H>r  co-ndjutor  oa 
staircase  of  tbe  belfry. 

The  prceiso  time,  at  wbicb  the  remi 
Camilla  wiu  to  take  place,  luid  tiot  been  men- 
tioRcd;   it  was  only  known,  tlutt  it  would  br 
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done  wiiLiu  tli«  hour  prescribed  for  the  sedttsion 

«f  die  community,  und  Juliet  determined,  tlmt 

her  visit  »bould  be  made  immediately  after  tlie 

liod    Muiidcd,    which    was    to    marlc    it* 

iviicetnciic 

She  had,  ind«ed,  no  rGOStm  to  fnir,  that  any 
■  loiicrers  u-oiiUl  crou  h«r  piitli.  The  lint  Ktmke 
of  the  bell  found  every  nun  witldn  the  v.ttUs, 
already  mi  h«r  k»ii-«,  iutd  had  tlie  convent  been 
on  fire,  It  may  l>c  doubted  if  many  of  them 
would  buve  dared  to  c|iiit  tluit  position. 

Fumi»h«>(l  wttli  a  buttle  of  wine  and  some 
biscuilw,  Juliet  nuule  her  way,  niimolt^ted,  to 
the  lum1»er-room.  Her  maiiter-key  gave  lier 
ready  acecm  to  it,  and  tilie  carefully  secured  the 
door  behind  her,  as  soon  as  site  had  entered. 
This  done,  she  turned  towards  tliv  door  tlmt 
opened  upon  the  belfry  stairs.  It  was  closed, 
and  she  approached  to  open  it.  As  ihc  drew 
near  to  it,  she  percei^'ed,  with  fecliiigH  which 
may  easily  be  imagined,  that  the  licuvy  bolt  on 
Uie  ouUide  was  fully  piLihed  into  its  »tuplv. 

lost — that  she  was  h«r»clf 
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betrayed,  were  the  ovrrwbctining  tbmagL 
which  iiuttindly  prcKenttnl  tLvi»»clvir«  to  Afl 
icmfinl  girt ;  yi%  rveo  M  tluit  ftrarfol  Ditinii'Di. 
she  remi<-mbcTO(l  th»  li«r  aunl  was  safe  from  tk 
Conjteqiicncos  of  1i«t  unfortunate  att(!in[>i ;  mi 
th«  consolation  ihu  recollection  broti|rht  will  it, 
reivtAretl  her  composure  aiiil  resolution  in  a  dsuk 
uer  that  nothing  else  couM  hare  done.  iiV 
stood  for  a  moment  to  coiisider  if  there  irvtt 
any  potuibilily  of  the  youth's  batiiifr  cunnalei 
himself  ill  the  room.  It  was  filled  with  iBialff 
of  various  kinds ;  but  she  noon  ascertained  that 
conccubnent  among  it  was  impassible.  With 
hopeless  perseverance  in  a  search  wbidi  Kbr  frit 
hut  too  certain  wus  in  raiii)  ahe  opened  tlie  iW 
which  led  to  the  terrace,  lutd  just  within  it,  \at 
hi-wl  snugly  stipportnl  on  tlie  first  step,  vliici 
hy  the  aid  of  his  arm,  made  no  bad  pillow,  lay  iV 
ohjcri  of  her  siiopicioii  in  a  profound  !>Iumbrr. 

Perbaptt  we  never  htok  at  u  countcnaoco  *il^ 
such  confidence  that  it  cannot  <ieeei\'G  ui. » 
when  the  unconscious  features  are  relai»l  v 
deep.     As  Juliet  looked  at  the  calm  expremf 
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uf  Uic  fiice  befnre  h«r,  Hhp  excluimotl  uiv<»Iiin- 
tuily — "  No  traitor  could  sleep  tkiw  f ' 

Hi-r  roico  a«-akene<l  Iiim,  and  lie  stiu-tcd  up 
with  some  symplomt  nf  aliirm;  but  u  vcooiid 
^btiice  sufficed  to  rti-ii^utc  Iiiin,  aiid  he  hi*ga.n 
W  express  his  thuiiks  for  tliu  refreslunent  she 
W  brought  him,  which,  though  not  Rli^oliitcly 
ntcmsary  (for  his  wallet  Uy  beside  him),  was 
Mrrrtlieless  very  acceptable.  But  she  cautioDed 
^  not  to  speiik.  The  fiacriat)',  it  is  true,  wns 
U  llie  farther  estreniity  uf  tin.-  cluipcl ;  yet  even 
>'  ^1  moment  it  was  not  impossible  that  ihe  oAi- 
^<alt  might  be  leading  tlieir  prisotior  tliroiigh  tlie 
fan^  which  ted  to  the  chamber  they  were  iil 
Still  Juliet  most  ntiximialy  desired  tu  vonvenw 
*iili  him.  and  after  a  moment's  <Mii!<tderati<>ii 
'bp  led  him  tirarly  tu  tlu*  to])  of  the  staircase, 
*tid  luiving  secured  the  door  at  tli«  bottom  of  it. 
^nuinvd  lo  adtbeta  him.  Site  now  8tat<-<I  to 
^m  explicitly  iIm<  amount  of  the  itum  he  should 
Iveive,  the  moment  Camilhi  wm  outside  the 
Convent  gute.  In  re]>ly,  he  told  her  frankly, 
ttiat  it  greatly  exceeded   his  expecUttioos,   hut 
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that  hvr  ^iicrmlty  wo(il<l  bind  hint  to  ]ii-l|t  hrt 
frioitd  to  the  very  iitmost  nf  liU  pon-cr. 

Juliet  took  udvantage  of  tliis  usfiiinuici-  ao  far 
Its  to  confess,  tliiit  if  lie  could  furnisli  a  Mm 
fur  her  duriiifr  tliv  nifrlit  or  two  that  must  jtm 
li^forc  she  could  leurc  Ancoiia,  Jl  irouU  ht 
tno9t  csHcnlULUy  increuiung  tlie  ubligiuion  tkj 
ttliould  owe  him. 

*'  Nothing  more  vwsy,  Sigaon,  tluin  tlaL'' 
replied  the  man  cordially:  "  my  mother  linn  h 
letting  lodgings,  and  thou^  it  is  but  ■  pw 
jikice,  I  doubl  if  we  could  find  a  safer." 

"  Thouk  Heaven !"  exclaimed  Juliet,  \ait- 
pressibly  relieved;  "  you  know  not  the  coiafat 
you  liave  given  me." 

"  It  is  a  comfort  to  bear  you  aay  so,  Sigoce: 

but   I  hope "  and,  for  the  first  time,  l» 

countenance  hud  un  exprvwion  of  fear  upon  it,' 
"  I  hope,  Siguom,  that  she  will  not  wwr  i* 
dress  of  a  nun  ?" 

Juliet  ejiplainetl  to  liim  the  pr^pMMliM  <^ 
bail  made  to  avoid  tliis ;  and  tbvy  then  mtd^ 
into  a  dijicu98ton  of  tbe  pbm  (which  lu  nil* 
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'  i>dier  [lurt  <if  ili«  8c)it>in«,  Juliet  spoke  of  ns 

owti,)  Uy  which  it  was  propoiieil  rhnt  Camilla 

kltould  rcorivc  hn  daily  food  l>y  inijciiig  with 

the   crowd  of  WgirarH  who  L-onitUintly  rt-c'eircd 

wppli«8  at  the  gat«  of  the  convent.     To  tliis  he 

Kmigly  objected;   rea.4onal>ly   rciuiirkinjr,  thut 

though   her   <ltj^ise  might  conceal   Iter   ^om 

DIM  of  the  tuHters  who  took  it  in  turn  to  attend 

11  tlic  gate,  yet  it  was  poA»ibIe  that  (ionie  eye 

niiebl  W  fttruck  niih  a  re.»emblance  to  a  person 

■W  mu.'it,  as  lie  truly  siuA,  he  much  in  their 

tbiiogtiu.     Juliet  felt  tJie  tnitli  of  all  tliii;  but 

ol»wrvwl  that  it  could  only  bo  avoided  by  liU 

™ning  himself  iiniong  the  crowd  to  receive  from 

''vr  tlie  intelligence  of  Jitdiilho's  arrival. 

**  That  will  never  do,  Signon ;  I  am  known 
'«  well  aa  St.  Michael's  Tower  tliroughout  An- 
(wa;  and  nobiMly  will  «ee  Pedro  RoUi  going  a 
>tg|ing,  without  tliinking  that  sometJniig  queer 
■*  the  resBOti  of  it.  No;  tbut  will  never  do." 
*'  Then  bow  can  I  conrcy  the  ijitelli^-nce  to 

"  Would  there  be  any  ibnger,  if  the  gcnlUf 


id6 


THE    AHQESS. 


wonun  you   expect  were  to  pay  s  rimt  at 
convent  1" 

*'  Certmiiiy  not ; — bIic  most  do  so  toannou 
Lcr  owu  nirivuL" 

*'  TLen,  (to  you  think,  StB^iorB,  that  rou  i 
rvmembor  tlic«r  words,  '  Mniia  KoUi,  Sim<  < 
die  Resurrection,   Xo.  52?"     The  ureeksofi 
year,  Signora,  and  tbp  blrswcd  resurreciioo,  n 
kuaw;  do  you  think  you  can  remember  il?" 

"  Fear    me    not,"    replied  Juliet, — "  I 
liardly  likely  to  forget  it;  Jacinths,  then, 
seek  her  tliere  ?" 

"  And  »liaU  be  sure  to  find  her,  Signon: 
if  I  may  presume  so  much,  1  would  gay 
after  seeing  this  dame  Jacintfaa,  and  fc 
ber  bow  to  Gild  ui^  you  woald  do  well  to 
nothing  further  to  do  nitli  cither  of  them,  i 
they    are    out    of    danger — nor    tlit'n    eill 
Signora,  unleis  you  are  out  of  iLongcr  loo." 

"  You  ar«  very  right,  Pedro,"  replied  Jali 
"  fear  not  tliat  I  will  rt«k  ilie  safvly  (if  any* 
you — and  now  I  will  lenvc  you.     I  muti  ti*^ 
been  licrc  un  hour,  and  I  can  return  sMorflr-. 


TUE  ABBEHa. 

to-niglit  then,  abont  two  hours  before  midniglit, 
I  sLall  seek  you  bere — ferewelL" 

llie  voice  of  Juliet  trembled,  which  Pedro 
perceiving,  answere<)  cheerily — 

I"  Fear  noUting,  Signora,  we  will  get  tbrotigli 
ike  biLuties),  tliougb  'tis  a  t^lroiige  one,  and  I  will 
nany  ny  pretty  Laura  before  I  un  u  week 
olili-r.     Furowell,  Signom !" 

Juliet  tliought  it  safctit  to  traverse  tbe  terrace, 
vA  re-eiiter  by  the  door  wliich  led  to  tbe  great 
MiCMe*  She  would  have  ^ven  much  to 
nrnmuiiicutc  tli«  result  of  her  interview  with 
fdro  to  her  aunt,  but  slic  dared  not  seek 
Bcr-  The  lime  niw  l^utt  approaeliing  when  tbe 
*rivil  of  tli«  tJirev  judges  tniglil  be  ex|)ecled: 
ud  die  was  ino»t  tliaiikftil  when  she  again 
'nched  hvr  cell,  «o  krge  a  portion  of  her 
*<ad«y  removed,  und  without  having  cncouii> 
"Wed  auy  alarm  on  her  way. 
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Reiptcloni  Ml  dtetcH  «n  tilaice,  m  Iumoi  imw*  J(M>>. 

J.  J.  Botatui'. 


IsinonE  was  tlie  fint  of  tlie  expected  gDCfU 
wlio  urrivcd.  He  was  aUcn(le<l  by  six  pntm 
ill  tlii*  Arvss  o(  rcclMinstics.  Four  of  these  d' 
Abbfs«  kiicw  08  officiating  priests  of  St  AmlmV 
uii<l  thi'v  wtTC  doubtless  come  to  perform  tb« 
mm»  that  via  to  precede  the  triul,  uid  tlf 
other  religious  ceremonies  which  were  Xo  fo\km 
it ;  but  tbo  other  two  were  stratigeRi — and  mtat- 
thing  seemed  to  whisper  to  ber  heart,  «  ■fc' 
looked  St  them,  that  they  were  the  executkiwf* 
Tlie  Abbess  of  Su  Ildefonse  followed  luin. 
mid  ubnost  at  the  snme  moment  the  ngvd  A^^ 
of  Su  Scbastiano  »!-«>  ArrJv(>4). 
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Goruldinv  was  SMtvcl  In  lliv  public  pftriour 
of  Uic  oonv«nt  to  receive  tliom,  wtdi  ull  the 
state  aiul  cvrtinony  bclon^ng  to  Iiim*  rank. 
A  few  sviiteucvM,  sa&y  formal,  and  in  wtich 
no  allusion  vna  made  to  tlic  solvmii  busini>s(i 
tliat  hud  culled  them  logeOier,  wera  fotlowrit 
by  on  iuvitatioii  to  Hdjuum  to  tlio  rrfi'ctory, 
when'  the  bunquet  n-u«  prvpaxed. 

Isidore's  eyes  incowuntly  folluwrd  tb<>  Abbess 
of  San^  C«tbertiia'9 — he  watched  everj'  look 
uid  every  movement — he  listened  writh  breuthleiw 
attention  to  every  word  slie  uttered,  but  it  was 
in  vain  he  ftought  to  vritnefts  ibe  feeling  he 
had  perilled  Wn  houI  to  create.  She  evinced 
not  the  tili^itest  emotion  of  any  kind.  Her 
demesoour  was  uniformly  difriiified  and  calm  .- 
ifcv  did  the  honours  of  hrr  splendid  board  with 
the  punctilious  obsen'aiice  of  prtde  and  hi^h 
siodoD,  nor  could  any  human  eye  have  traced 
itpoo  thjit  noble  brow  one  shadow  of  the  dark 
terrors  which  tortured  the  brain  beneath  It. 
It  was  not  before  Uurlone  stie  could  be  seen  to 
tremble ;  had  she  suifcred  the  most  torturing  death 
k4 
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in  his  presence,  9I1C  would  not  fasvc  gratified  liim 
by  a  ?nii^li>  i>igli. 

From  the  table  they  junKsed  into  the  dii^l, 
where  the  wliulc  otHninutiily  were  alrtwly  aMeo- 
bled,  and  where  matu  was  perTonned ;  whilf  lit 
unltajipy  Camillii,  still  f^uarded  by  lier  luit«fitl 
inut«9,  was  statii>n<Hl  standing  in  the  midiUc  cf 
the  aUle,  through  the  whole  ceremony. 

At  the  conclusion  of  it,  instead  of  the  GMe 
in  acrhin,  the  female  choir  san^  the  plointin 
MUnrerr  met ;  but  many  n  sweet  roice  fmiitewt 
and  some  few,  in  wlumt  U'rror  hnd  not  dried  up  tiff 
wuree  tif  pity,  were  rendered  tnnudible  by  uuv 

The  semce  being  endi.>d,  the  four  superiun 
continued  in  lli4:tr  stalls  (i"  the  whole  cumiiui- 
iiity  had  rvtjrvd.  The  Abbew  of  Sunt*  Col^ 
rinaN  then  rose  from  her  seat,  and  led  tbv  ""if 
to  the  marble  dmpter-room ;  lite  Abbess  iif 
lldcfonse  went  next;  and  the  two  Ablmta, 
side  by  side,  followed. 

A  rudely  can'ed  beneli  of  black  marble 
been  coven'<l  with  tapestry  for  their  ai 
tioii,  and  un  this  they  seated  tlicmwlres. 
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them  stood  a  tattle,  oti  which  was  laid  tlie  ^n«Tal 
nile  of  tlie  Domtiilcan  urder,  iin|)rc.i«c(l  witli  itn 
wal,  emblematic  nf  the  fouiidcr'it  birtl>t  a  doff 
ini;  in  lils  moutli  a  flamiiijr  torch.  Ami 
it  by  th«  ('H|H^ia]  rule  of  lh«  convent  of 
Cntlierinn  of  i^ii-nn,  willi  it*  wicrwl  iij-tnbol 
firo  bleeding  hearts.  'I'ticro  wore  aliw,  a  pen 
iron  iiiksbuid,  aiid  a  small  roll  of  bliuik 
lentf  befoK'  wbidt  wait  soiitod  on  a  low- 
1,  witli  liiti  face  towards  tbe  judges,  one  nf 
le  ecclc«ijistic9  who  liad  accomjmnieil  iHitlore. 
\fheti  lliey  were  nil  »cated,  tlie  Abbot  of  St, 
Andr«a'it  coininaiKlMl  the  two  strangers,  who 
i«cre  the  only  personH  of  lila  train,  except  bis 
Verettry,  tlial  remained  near  bim.  to  call  in  (lie 
priwner.  Siie  was  left  to  await  tliiii  summons 
in  Ok  aisle  of  the  cbapcl,  and  appeared  alnuMt 
bameduiU'ly,  between  the  mutes. 

Wbetber  it  were,  (bat  tbc  nature  of  Camilbi 
ita»  of  tbat  fliKlic  clianicter  which  risca  higher 
YDtn  opprewion,  or  that  tbc  word  which  liude 
lerftdll  preserve  ibe  precious  balm,  bestowed  by 
]esven  to  sustain  us  all,  upheld  lier  spirit,  we 
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know-  not,  but  lOic  cnmc  into  the  prewiHe  of  IiOT 
j(i<lg;es  widi  no  external  mnricM  of  frar  vt  rtak- 
nem. 

As  Hooii  iw  i4itr  Imd  takon  thi;  place-  i 
to  Iter  by  Isidore,  whicli  was   in  froni  of 
jud^>«,  nnd  immediately  behind  the 
Genddine  arose,  and  from  a  parchment  sh« 
in  her  hand,  read  the  announcement  of  the 
for  whieh  they  were  assembled. 

1'h«  accusation   was  then  read  by  the 
tary,  and  when  it  wat  condiided,  Camilla  ste| 
fom'ard  from    between    the   mutes   who 
9t!U   ttationed   beside   her,   and   addresMd 
court. 

Her  first  words  were  pronounced  so  fechlr  • 
to  be  scarcely  audible — she  stopped  short.  In 
after    n    moment    began    again   with 
strength. 

"  Let  not  my  weakness"  said  she,  addrew"? 
herself  particuhirly  to  the  two  Abbesse»— "  trt 
not  my  natural  weakness  plead  against  me.    K 
my   condition,    an    innocent  woman   may  *'"' 
tremble.       And  yet,    moM  holy   mothers, 
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you,  nio«t  reverend  fiithpre  of  tlic  church,  I 
lit  (o  slund  fearless  beforp  your  justice?. 
"  The  crime  of  which  I  stantl  accused,  is  one 
ly  Koul  akhoni.  The  breach  of  any  vow  is 
inou3  Hin — but  (o  bn-uk  that  most  solemn  one 
Udi  teals  a  union  witli  Christ,  merit*  all  the 
ererity  the  church  caii  gliow.— I  ne^-er  took 
tHAT  row. — So  help  me  Heaven,  in  my  boiir  of 
Kedl  I  lun  the  Uiwful  u-ifi.' of  Count  Cettario 
ii  Mondellu.  Ttiis  U  my  defence— and  on  the 
butJi  of  it,  1  Make  my  soul'ti  salvation." 
Site  wiid  un  more,  and  tlie  silence  of  a  moment 
lUowed.  The  Abbein  of  St.  Ildefonsc  then 
pcrite  ill  a  low  voice  to  Isidore,  who  sat  next  to 
The  Abbot  of  8t.  Sebatttiano  bent  forward 
grey  head  towards  his  fellow  judges,  imd  a 

red  comeraation  followed  among  tliein. 

Her  plea,"  said  the  venerable  Abbess  of  St. 

nse,  suddenly  raising  her  voice,   "  must  be 

deliberately  and  cautiously   investigated, 

lord  Abbot,   before  we  can  reject  it: — not 

tbe  few  days  that  remain  for  me  on  earth — 

U  they  be  passed  in  glory,  exceeding  all  that 
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diw  world  ever  saw,  woiil<t  I  doom  htr,  whSit  a 
itliudow  of  hope  ninuiiH'd  tlisl  bcr  staumnit 
mit(lit  be  tnic." 

"  Hear  Iter  wordtt,  lioly  futtwn !"  cxclaimeH 
Gcmldine.  **  If  ye  I>e  men,  [mi"^  '*'"!><  ^^^  J* 
condemn." 

Isidore  did  not  uavrer,  bnt  took  firon  U* 
bosom  a  docuuieni,  which  be  handed  ncroas  thr 
table  to  tlie  sewetary,  saying, — "  read  ilai 
alwMl." 

The  monk  obeyed.     It  wus  a  formid  ikU«Ui- 
tioii  of  Cainillu'.'*  prafeaftimi  iii  the  eoiiveul  of  Sl 
Urbaiio  at  Kume,  st^cd  l>y  the  superior  of  iW 
convent,  aiid  four  iNx-le«afttics  of  hifrh  luok  in  h 
the  church.  ' 

A   deep    and   frightful  silence   fullowrd  thr      . 
reading  of  thiit  j>archment.  ^| 

"Your  judgment," — sairl  Iiijdorc  in  ii  tone*' 
high  authorit}'< 

Still  ttiey  were  tolrnt. 

"  Is  tlieii  the  word  of  tliit  df|^l«l  wreti 
he  plaeeil  against  the  testinioiiy  of  9Din«  of  tl* 
lioLivNt  of  men  ?" 
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No  voice  AiiNwcrod  the  cluUlrngp. 
*•  Huw  18  tliis,"  excbumed  Isidore,  with  rch«- 
mepoc.  "  Virgin  motlicr  of  God  !  a  it  benoatb 
a  roof  reared  for  tJ»i>  honour  of  thut  puro  spousfi 
thou  garoHt  to  thy  Son — i^  it  here,  that  a  horror 
so  atronutis  »lui]l  ewapc  uiijiunishcil  ?  Spcidc, 
holy  &thvr! — Holy  mothers,  speuk  1  Whut  m 
your  wt)t«nc«  ?" 

•'  My  lord -tlierc  iniiy  be  doubt-—"  said 

the  gentle  Abbvwtof  Hu  lldvfonse. 

"  Take  can;  holy  mother ! Be  miiKlful  of 

what  ypu  «uy — I  give  you  wiuiii)ij|r.  It  is  not 
tfaeoe  nwrble  widU  cuii  shut  in  words  of  bhis- 
phcmy.  Wherefore  wiia  that  holy  office  insti- 
IMcd,  which  ]B;tiard«  our  bles«i>d  faith  with  such 
«le«r  «ire  '  dm  it  not  dive  inlo  the  very  heart, 
and  aei*  t)ie  impious  thought  ere  it  be  bom  in 
word*?  Tlunk  yon   tim  office  sleeps?  I  will 

f  AWAKK  IT !    Ay— witli  n  trump  that  slrnll  eciio 
from  tJie  inmotl  recvMe*  of  iist  sacred  walls,  even 

K  U>  tlic  Vatican." 

H       The  agrd  wonwn,  to  whom  be  addreBsed  these 

H  «ppidlin^  words,  slirank  into  silence,  and  gToun» 
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buret  ^m  more  thun  one  breast  in  tbitt  dark 
conclave. 

It  via  ugaiii  Uic  deop-toned  iDtce  of  Buum 
that  spoke. 

"  Doc«  (hen  tbis  Eolemn   attestation  go 

notliing  ? Is  such  your  pleasure  ?  If  ilb*— 

spwtk,  nn<l  it  shall  be  recorded." 

"  Lot  me  see  tlic  signatures,"  said  the  Abbot 
of  St.  Scbastiano.  **  There  is  one  among  thrtn 
I  should  know  among^a  tboosand— Vancilit 
the  friend  of  my  youth." 

Isidore  Imnded  tlie  scroll  to  him.  Thr  oU 
man  shook  his  bead  as  he  examined  it,  and  gvr 
it  back  withont  saying  a  word. 

"  Am  I  belicred  at  last,  boly  brotlier?"  •M 
Isidore  witli  a  sneer. 

"  Not  your  word,  holy  brother, — not  yi 
word  could  I  doubt,"  replied  thci  Abhot  of  St 
Kclia.<itiaito,  "but  I  would  |i;^lAdly  duulx  mj 
eyesight,  tf  thereby  I  could  cpare  this  younjt 
Hfe." 

"Tliis  b  triBin^,  holy  brother — and  on  ■  mt- 
ject  whidi  it  ill  becomes  one  in  your  ststiao  »> 
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deem  UM-iitl.  Itcincmbcr  at  what  risk  you  falsify 
your  vow,  ww)  »peiik  according  to  the  evidence. 
— Guilty — or  not  guilty?* 

"Guilty!" 

"Guilty!" 

Wm  faintly  whispered  by  two  paLiied  voices, 

•*  Guilty !"  cried  Bartoue,  in  liia  still  deep 
btise  voice. 

Geraldine  spoke  not — but  it  was  not  needed. 

"  Record  tlie  sentence,"  uud  tbe  Abbot  of  St 
Andrea's,  in  a  VMoe  of  ill-suppreaaed  triumpli. 
"  The  court  is  broken  up." 

The  judges  rose,  mid  on?  by  one  left  the 
chainl>er.  Nidore  was  the  lafit,  and  lingered  on 
tiie  tiu%shold  to  give  a  parting  order  to  the 
guards.  He  then  stepped  forward  to  the  side  of 
GenUdine.  and  said,  "  Onv  hour  is  allowed  to  pro 
pare  the  priwiier.  AH  the  communitj-  must  be 
present,  lioly  mother,  at  the  ceremony  of  degra- 
dation, iuhI  at  iIh'  Kcrvioc  that  will  follow  it ;  when 
flit  is  ended,  let  them  ri'pair  ouch  to  their  scpii- 
nte  cell,  saying  aloud  thi-psalmH  of  penitence,  till 
tlie  hell  tolls  for  the  deported.    Such  is  the  law." 


208 


THF.  ADUKSS. 


Geraldine  boved,  and  pia.ts4vl  on. 
anperion  retired  to  tlie  convent  parlour,  tit 
four  offimting  priestn  followed ;  but  the  odxr 
two  eccle^iaiticfl  reniaincdt  to  amuige  the  o«t- 
monial<i  of  the  tntgedy  vrhtdi  vux  to  sucoMid. 

A  trembling  nnn,  wlio  looked  pule  u  ■ 
spectre,  handed  round  nine  and  cakeii.  Nol  i 
word  was  spoken — not  a  look  was  eschangeA— 
Each  drained  llie  cup  of  wine  which  waa  broagH 
them,  an  if  they  hoped  to  sustain  thereby  tlx 
life  they  felt  failing  «-itliiii  them. 

Isidore  alone  appeared  to  retain  the  &nmu» 
necetttary  to  carry  through  the  work  of  hoiror, 
which  ^1  had  cotuienled  to  witneiM.  Ho  did  nol. 
however,  attein]>t  to  disturb  the  slillncsM  tJiar  hii 
itiMtletl  upon  thi'in.  It  is  probable  that  he  fell  na 
wt»h  to  lenni  wliat  mm  paanng  at  tlieir  heaitt. 

The  hour  won'  heavily  away,  yet  all  Muud 
wl>eu  the  Ih'M  of  the  diapel  told  tliem  that  it 
gone. 

~  The  ODon^  of  Geraldine  now  threateari 
tu\  her.     She  nUeinpted  (o  rise,  bat  feared  M 
do  80,  lest  tihe  sliuuld  betray  the  weakness  m 
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ntpiiUy  string  iipon  her.  fsulore  markotl  tli« 
poltfiiewi  of  lior  clicek,  he  .law  the  droptt  of 
:iy  tltat  starleil  on  her  brow ;  and  liopiii^  »lif 
nugfat  b«  about  to  utter  some  desperate  protest 
to  stop  the  proceedings,  wbidi  would  at  oiictt 
place  her  within  die  danger  of  that  fearful  power 
it  was  his  e^ecial  object  to  raise  ogaiiiHt  her,  he 
suddenly  roue,  and  said,— 

"  It  is  time  this  duty  were  jwrfonncd.  \^Tiy 
do  we  thus  delay  to  clvanse  iJie  cliurch  of  Ctriat 
<rftlii»  foul  blot?" 

TherotiiclBiit  conclare,  startled  by  this  threat^ 
nring  summons  ■'o^'  tof^cthiT,  uiid  Gcnildine 
wnnngst  tlip  ma ;  but  in»t  and  vapours  swam 
btfuri'  iii^r  «ycs,  her  kiieos  sank  luider  her,  her 
heart  cciwcd  to  beat,  and,  unmislained  by  any 
Mendly  arm,  she  full  prostrate  on  the  floor. 
■  I'bJn  wim  not-wliat  Isidore  wished.  Were  she 
really  di-ad,  tliere  mijfht  indeed  be  some  pleasure 

I  in  knowing;  that  Mho  fell  at  last,  and  perUbed  be- 
tiealJi  the  power  slie  liad  no  often  braved.  But 
that  she  should  swoon  at  such  a  moment,  grieved 
btni ;  for  though  it  showed  how  futile  wax  her 
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r  •IMU^  of  aun^  H  BUM  put  bet  bryo 
die  rcadi  of  the  y»as  ht  had  prcpartd  for  ha. 

Tbe  good  Abboi  of  Sl  lldrfonse,  ten^f 
sjmpcUuaD^  witli   feeliogs  so   like  her  tnA 
bievW  down  beside  GaraldineT  and  begffog  t 
of  the  Bttvndant  vcdeaasucs  to  seek  for  mci  ] 
MdMronrcd  to  afford  her  relief^  by  nuif  i 
bead  ■nJ  fbrfng  her  i'*"^t 

**  OnrboBuicM  is  too  importaot,  holjrmotltf' 
add  Isidure,  "  to  pennit  your  performing 
office  of  none  to  our  bclovod  sister,  lio«e 
(tearly  we  regard  her  health."     Then  iimiiiig  i 
one  of  tbe  priests,  he  nid,  "  Seek  iu  the  i 
brother  Basil,  for  sone  female,   who  nuy 
what  b  needful  for  her. — Abbess  of  Sc  Ddeftna^  J 
be  continiKd,  sternly,  "  j-our  pity  for  * 
sister  must  not  impede  your  duty  to  your  Gail 
Leare  her,  holy  mother ; — walk  forward — I  ^' 
see  that  she  be  pr<^>eTly  attended." 

"  My  lord,"  re|>lied  the   venerable 
"  our  ftist^r  feels  tlte  horror  of  tliis  hour 
woman.     I  preleiid  not  to  more  Mrei^tb.   vo 
on,  holy  &thens    and   meet  a*    you  may  »* 
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liStly  sppctaclc  that  anitit^  j*ou.     I  n-ill  kruuii 

mAAc  iha  honoured  lady,  and  succour  her  with 

By  best  care ;  it  is  a  work  more  fitting  to  my  wx 

Hd    calling,    than   tbe   attending    your  dren<l 

iBcrifice." 

"  Be  it  u  you  will,  holy  mother,"  replied 
Baitone ;  *'  yet  remembcf  there  are  more  eyea 
Hob  mine  that  natch  tli«  performance  of  your 
%." 

"  My  lord,"  intemipteil  tlie  Abbe»  of  St. 
tUetoote,  with  spirit,  "  I  remember  my  fif^ 
Jmn  of  (iiitliful  wrvice  b<'f«rc  God's  altar,  and 
1  fear  not  that  hb  vict^reiittt  on  eartli  «lio»l<l 
it  a  «in,  that,  white  livinir  as  a  sunt,  1  liuve 
pnten'cd  the  liearl  of  a  woman." 

bidore  vm  silent.  He  knew  how  strict  was 
Ae  life  ihit  holy  woman  had  led;  he  knew,  too, 
Atl  her  brother  wait  one  of  tho  boly  college  into 
*kich  it  was  hiH  dearest  hope  to  enter. 

The  two  Abbots  now  moved  on  together,  pre- 
ttded  by  the  prieso,  leaving  Geraldine  stil]  in- 
wniblc,  and  the  Abbess  of  St.  Ildcfooac  ten- 
^ly  exerting  all  her  skill  to  restore  her. 
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Ax  Mon  ta  llic  Abbott  luwl  r«icli«l  divir  t*-' 
Kp«ctii'e  stalK  und  the  priests  (bvtr  st&lio» 
the  atlor,  Cnmilla  wm  \vi\  to  tbe  front  of  it  hj 
tbc  men  wlio  liiul  hccii  i-mploycd  to  prepare  htr 
for  tlic  ceremony  of  (Icgnulotion. 

A  stool  was  placed  iit  the  distance  of  &  fr* 
yards  from  tbo  lowest  step  of  th«  idbtr,  uid  m 
iiua  die  unhappy  Camillii  was  seated,  in  tbc  fuU 
dress  of  lier  order,  nnd  nHtb  her  veil  thnxn 
completely  over  brr.  'I'he  rule  she  wm  mii  b 
have  trans^esaed  was  written  on  pnrebiiinit,  inl 
licM  up  before  her  by  nn  aged  tustcr  of  the  cw 
vent. 

The  community  lined  llie  two  ride*  of  i^ 
nave,  leaving  a  «ide  sjuice  between  them,  in  tW 
middle  of  wbicb  was  n  bier,  witb  a  Mack  jJ 
thrown  scroes  il. 

Aft  soon  as  CamilUt  was  seated,  the  two 
chanted  in  low  and  dismal  cmlenee  the  altenuw 
verses  of  the  Miserere,  ])aa<iing  long  betwwn 
well  vente.  During  these  pauses,  ihe  tilnnf;tr 
monka  took  off  the  veil,  )ioo«l,  and  robe  of  (V 
rallLt,  leaving  her  unclothed,    nave   by  a  la>V 
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white  *lotli,  wbich  readied  from  tlie 
throat  to  the  feet.  Her  religious  hubit  was  tnnt 
asunder  iuta  many  fiagments,  aiid  scatteretl  on 
the  flcior. 

Tlie  ttentence  recorded  against  her  was  iliftt 
read  nlotid  in  Latin,  and  lliree  times  repeateiL 
was  now  commanded  to  rise,  imd  tlic  pro- 
cewiun  began.  It  was  preceded  by  a  priest,  who 
cwritMl  a  large  cross  reversed.  Tbe  siHterbood 
followed,  two  and  two,  each  l)eariiig  in  her  hoikd 
au  extinguished  torch.  Then  came  the  pale  Car 
milb,  in  her  wliite  &hroud-like  gftnucnt,  su|>- 
ported  on  cudi  nide  by  a  sable  mute.  Next  fol- 
lowed two  ptiestR,  one  ctrryiiig  inceiiw,  tlie 
other  holy  wati-r;  and  hist,  lli«  two  mitretl  Ab- 
hoUt  closed  lliv  lin«. 

The  march  was  hIuw  and  solemn.  Eacli  nun, 
her  hrud  sunk  in  her  bosom,  iiiid  her  veil  closrly 
drawn  round  her,  n.-«ited  in  u  low  whisper  the 
prayetv  for  the  dying. 

In  thia  order  they  puitsed  down  tlie  side  aisle, 
aiid  up  to  the  centre  of  the  nave  where  stoud  tlie 
bi«r.     The  nuns  again  divided   into  two  lines, 
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taking  their  station  wi  before.  Camilla,  pak 
motionless,  and  seemingly  unconacioua  cf  wfaf 
vras  passing,  was  raised  witiiout  a  siniggle  in  thr 
arniH  of  llie  mutes,  and  placet)  upon  tiie  biff, 
where  she  by  perfectly  Btill  and  unresiwtiiig  iriiiir 
tlie  uA^ititaiit  priests  spread  the  fuiietal  pall  om 
lier. 

This  ccrcmotiy  coniplete<l,  tlie  ftolemn  trrw 
for  the  dead  wa.H  heard  from  the  altar ;  and  siM 
this  ended)  the  thrilling  wordx,  "  Bf^wm 
iitemam  tJotta  ei,  Domitur  hur^t  furtb  in  fd 
chorus  from  tin*  iiuii». 

U'lion  tlio  IU><|iiiem  «>»m><I,  a  nionee  Uke  tktl 
of  tlic  ^TAve  ensued,  atid  lusted  till  time  suttritf 
liad  been  allowed  for  each  to  breathe  an  iiiKir' 
prayer. 

Then  a  ngnal  «i>s  given  to  the  niUM,  "^ 
iinmediately  retired  nitli  slow  and  noiMis 
8l«))S,  not  one  of  them  daring  lo  throw  a  iuv- 
well  glanoc  to  (Iti;  poor  wrctcK  who,  wora  in 
life  and  youth,  w»  now  to  be  interred  widH 
her  lutrrid  tomb.  All  tliv  luwistiuita  foUownL 
except  tli«  mutes  ^^  Ktiaiiger  priests,  wlmc. 
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nnpitj-iiig  «ervi«?8  were  still  nijuircd,  aiid  the 

two  juilgii^    wIm  u'vrL-   botiiul  u»  see  tlic  final 

execution  of  tli«tr  sciitcnci*. 

A»   Bomt   OS   tlic  doors  of  tlm   cltapel  were 

Ixtdorv  govt  a  oifpiul  to  tlie  men.     Ilie 

Mer  wits  liftcct  on   tlieir  »lii>ulilt.-re,  niid  t>onw 

tbroDgli  tlio  iron  door  into  tlie  vuiilte. 

I     Itwas,  aa  Geralditic  liad  stipjwsed,  within  tlic 

naanve  deptli  of  tJie   n-all  whicli  gimrdcd  tbe 

puUdixif;  from  tlte  sea,  that  tliv  living  tomb  n-us 

&t)ricatt!(lt  and  the  dark  apcrlurc  now  yawned 

before  tliem ;  its  horrors  rendered  visible  by  the 

le  light  of  a  wax  taper  tlial  burned  within  it, 

which  wan  placed  a  pitclier  of  water,  and  a 

loaf  of  brencL 

'rb«  bier  won  phwred  on  the  earth — the  patl 

Fu  n.'itu>vc<l;   but   tlw  ansiatantA  atarted  back 
tfav}'  u-itlidrew  it,  exclnimiii|r — 
«  She  b  already  dead  !" 

£1     "  Then  bury  her,"  said  Isidore,  with   horrid 
hunuie^f 
ra»  again  rdwd  in  tb«  amui  of  }ier 
(,  who  bore  lier  forward  to  the  dark 
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Kcen;  the  cool  air  revived  her  Rtrengllt,  awl  iie 
friendly  liunUietu)  fomook  ht>r;  ftiie  opened  kn 
eyes  upon  tlie  scene,  and  all  iu  tenont  »mtil 
her  heart  at  onee.  For  a  momenl  the  look*d 
wildly  on  tliem  alt,  and  llien  uttered  a  MA, 
which  left  iti  sound  within  the  ears  tbu  beard  it 
a.1  long  an  life  remaiiie<L  Vet  it  <tid  but  baMni 
the  deed.  Startled,  hut  not  wiftened,  by  ttx 
dismal  cry,  the  men  threw  her  from  their  anv. 
and  inMnntly  ben^  tlie  friglitful  work  that  «* 
U>  "hut  out  the  iiir  of  life  for  cvvr. 

'i"lie  wreU'hed  H-omaii  <t])raiig  upon  h«  feel- 
tlw  xtones  were  roUed  n^tinnl  her — »he  nW 
her  helplcM  anns  and  inaiUy  stroi-e  la  imfti' 

tl>e  ttuvage  work in  viun.     A  few  dhort  n>^ 

mciit})  hid  tier  from  tlicir  oi^ht,  kimI  b  ft**  nora 
restored  tlie  treudieroiM  wall  to  tlK>  midw  look  d 
liBrmlmiiosA  us  its  neighbourt. 

The  men  whoM  hearts  had  stood  ihtt  drfJ. 
xrill  hud  tttrcn^  left  to  creep  like  laolbncv 
n-ptilc*  from  the  %-aults.  Isidore  chMi<d  ■»! 
lock<il  till'  door— and  if  any  feelini;  hkf  n* 
grn  smote   his  heart,    it  n-as    tint  Gcnkfi"', 


.viiiiiii  oi  .^t.  .-%!.■  iiiiNiiii  I  111  Nim  mil  riinTfii 
i'it>.  'I'lie  M  man  ivas  on  Iiis  kiicc- 
lie  lioor ;  and  if  |>rayer8  and  tears  could 
him  from  hia  sliare  of  that  dark  deed,  lie 
to  be  accounted  guUty. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 


Coimfe  noiBHib  Ktih  wcMon. 


All  who  bad  come  to  Sanl*  Cathwina'ii  to  i 
iit  tli«  trial  and  execution  of  Camilb,  lefi  it 
Mon  as  tWir  trcraendoiu  busiDe«t  mu  compli 
vxct-iit  tlic  Abbe««  of  St.  ndefome. 
continued  so  alaizningly  ill,  that  the  good 
wlio  had  great  &ith  in  lier  own  po<ren 
ieech,    would    not    leave    her,   but 
her  attendants  to  her  convent,  that    the 
munit}'  might  not  lie  alarmed  at  her  pr 
absence,  she  pie|>ur«d  to  pass  th«  nig;ht  with  I 
friend. 

The  state  of  Genildine,  though  not  i 
10 
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iiiff  tbnf^r  to  ber  Ufr,  waa  ytt  mch  m  t«t  re- 
quire great  atleatioi].  For  miiiiy  lioun,  fiiiiit- 
ine«  conlinuetl  to  succeiHt  cucli  utbvT,  wiili  little- 
iitt«nnu«uvn,  and  vrken  nl  k-ti|;lh  tliey  (x-OKcd, 
flike  wan  lo  teduced  aa  to  render  ber  voice  scnrveljr 
ibie. 

Her  &cullie«i    ber  nem!«,  and  ht^r  «tn-iigt)i 
indeed,  been  too  severely  trieil ;  and  hud 
ber  bodily  powers  yielded  before  the  butt 
scene,  it  is  highly  probable  tliat  her  mind 
It  have  licen  for  ever  unsettled  by  (he  inten- 
sity of  ber  BufleringH. 

The  melunrholy  niiiu  met  in  Oic  refectory  at 
ifce  Lour  of  supper.  Even  Isidore  liad  directed 
tbe  omiMion  of  tbe  vesper  service.  Tlie  clo»o 
neigliliflurbood  of  their  lost,  but  still  living 
eompanion,  even  he,  thought  might  prove  too 
terrible. 

Dreadful  as  were  tlie  circumi*tanci>»  in  wliicli 
they  l»i  met,  and  lieavity  w  tlie  rcmembruiice 
trefwed  upon  tbem  all,  they  yet  were  cotucious 
if  relief  from  the  departure  of  the  baled  offi- 
rjaii ;  and  by  dcgreea  the  silence  which  liad  »o 
l2 
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long  chaiD<^  tlioir  Ujw,  rekied.     A^aia 
of  whispcrent  drew  togetlirr,  oiid   tlip   In 
«fii?ct8  uf  com  [tail  ionshigi  aiid  sj-mpsthy  trnr  I 
bysU. 

Yet  titerv  wtw  one  among  them  who,  i 
slip  retber  souglic  tlutn   sliunned  the  noderi 
lho§e  anmnd  her,  would  lutve  j^ven  woiids  1 
five  ptMBosHed  then),  to  be  freed  {mm  tbe 
from  tW  lingering  houra  that  seemeii  to 
htillf  in  tnodceiy  of  her  iiDjiatienu',— iinil 
ilie  (t)owIy-«inki»g  light  of  ilay. 

The  fluslied  cheek,  and  feverish  eye  of  Jn 
itttracled  the  altention  of  M;irfe1la. 

"  Tliis  day  has  l>ecn  too  miicli  for  you, 
poor  dear,'*  taiil  *hc  (tddre«*ii^  her  kinil 
"  we  idiall  luive  you  ill  loo,  ns  well  as  nnr 
molhiT,  if  we  >l«  not  take  core.  I  will  baQ  i 
herbs  for  you,  my  dear ;  aiKl,  if  I  am  not  I 
much  worn  oat,  after  Lli)«  awful  day,  I  «iD  |)i* 
the  night  in  your  cvti,  to  wv  that  you  «nnt  fc 
nothing." 

"  Oh,   my    th'nr    kind    mollier,"    esclsu 
Jtdict,  witli  s  portion  of  her  newly^lcunietl 
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'  it  u  )-(Hi  wlw  want  care ;  liow  very 
'.  1     I  would  o9er  to  watch  t>y  you, 
I,   I  iun  iiJrondy  m  weary  tliat  1  lung 
go  tn  rest :  tbu  ba8  bveii  a  heavy  tby,  hikI  I 
rould  it  wore  orer.'* 
••  A  h<-avy  day !  a  heavy  day,  indeed  !'*  ex- 
avtl  Marcclla,  "ami  u  Itoary  tii|flkt,  too,  will 
be  to  o«c  wKo  wiw  amutigst  uk  threv  short 

iiyii   apo  I But  <lo  I  kiok  m*  very  ill,  my 

?     Surely  I  do  feel  very  poorly " 

"  Indeed,  dear  modier,"  replied  Juliet,  **  you 
nnst  he  mindful  of  your  health.  What  would 
|four  poor  nofices  do,  if  you  were  sick  'f 

"  Wry  true,  my  dear.  Who  can  say  what 
ould  hecKwae  of  iJiom? — and  tlie  holy  inotlier 
too !  The  will  of  (Sod  he  done  I  Diit  truly 
are  virited  by  affiictioiis  !" 
Al  tetigth  till'  vloc-k  ittruck  nine;  it  wua  tlie 
or  for  retiring  (o  reid,  mid  tlie  ndv  of  Sant' 
atberinii  rnforcn)  strict  confonnity  to  this 
[luHir,  tJirotighfuit  the  whole  community.  Even 
|in  case  of  inckiie«ft,  tlie  arrangementB  for  wntch- 
1.3 
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ing  were  to  be  completed  bpfor?  it  ctmck,  » 
iliat  110  excuse  might  bo  left  for  uiy  mui  or 
novice  whom  tlie  Abbess  (»he  alone  bring  u- 
empteil  from  the  rule)  should  find  Uiig«riiigiB 
the  galleries.  Juliet  knew  all  this,  anil  ^ 
knew  nbo,  tlmt  e^en  shoulil  her  outtioiM  Mcp 
lie  henrtt,  it  would  tbi«i  night  create  br  Bon 
f«ir  tluiiii  itiriosily. 

'iTiis  roririction  roM»«I  her  cnt<ni>r»e  of  Wf 
it»  terrors ;  and  yet  eitoiigit  were  l«ft  to  emrik 
tile  young  blood  of  Juliet.  Twice  At  appbd 
her  hand  to  llie  fiMteniiig  of  her  iloor,  wid  iLt 
trcmbiii)g  hiuid  hai&i  to  olwy  her  will.  H* 
kneeled  down  iuid  fervently  implorevl  ot  Hmm 
to  gTBnt  her  power  to  act. 

It  is  no  Riiraciv  lluit  sends  an  instant  aiumi 
to  mich  prayers  us  those.  To  feel  that  the  )>u^ 
pose  which  unstrings  our  ner^'eti,  aim)  mikIs  w 
blood  back  freexing  to  the  henrt.  lit  siiU  Mirh  » 
we  can  ask  the  God  of  truth  to  aid,  will  p** 
(irmneas  to  the  weakest  hand.  Juliet  fell  iW  ii 
wu«  50,  as  she  lifted  her  beivt  to  Heaven;  ui 
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wfaen  she  rose  from  Iter  knee*,  she  tmx  down  for 
a  sltort  moioenl.  a«  if  lo  fpvf  lime  for  this  hvnliiu; 
balm  to  do  iu  work  within  lier. 

tt  WW)  \t-iUi  it  cotiscioiisiieiM  of  inwarrl  siri-iigtli 
which  gare  her  un<loubliiig  confidence  in  licnteLf, 
that  abe  now  left  her  celL 

Not»eless  as  the  movement  of  tlie  bat's  velvet 
wii^;,  was  the  step  of  Juliet,  as  she  passed  the 
doors  of  her  companions,  "  They  cannot  sleep," 
thought  rtlie : — **  Surely  no  eye  can  sleep  withiii 
tb«we  walU  to-night — jJoor  souls !  I  pity  lliem 
— thry  have  nwt  my  ho|ie — ■." 

Her  lamp  in  one  hand,  her  all-powerful  key 
in  tlie  other,  Juliet  stood  before  the  door  of  tlie 
loniher-room.  Why  did  she  pause  before  site 
turned  tiic  key  ?  CouI<l  she  still  fear  tn-iu^hery 
in  I'wlrw  Kolli?  No.  Her  yuuii^  bairl  Knid 
it  was  impossible.  Yet  ilie  moment  tlmt  would 
prove  him  true  was  so  awfully  imporlnnt,  tliat 
she  trembled  at  feeling  it  was  come. 

ahe  rallied  faer  eoumgc,  mid  entered  the 
room  : — ^all  was  profoundly  stitl. 

"  And  »o  it  should  be,"  thought  Juliet,  uit- 
l4 
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I  Ae  mainaat:  be  hai  dxHenl 
I  IB  tlie  ntniiug. 
She  «et  dowB  ber  iaai|i  wbere  il  wouU  ht  I 
iMloed  from  tbe  wiod,  and  pr^Mred  (o  opn 
iketbor;  boi  beibrejbe  could  do  sw,  it  wa>im- 
from  willuB,  and  (be  comdy  penmi  of ' 
RoUi  )>R>ait«il   ibelf  to   hf  T  dcl^jhud  I 

Botb  wnr  alnuM  njnallT  anxioin  t»  1w^  ibal 
««k  of  BMKi'-  Pcdn  iBsttBtly  sbouldaei  ij 
pA-v»t  M*!  !>■<  >■*>>  JuUet's  liand  a  reiDiiiDt| 
<■  tne  vtiw  vio  bBo  wuu^Ut  beed* 

-  Tbc  {»■■  aaul  «iU  iaw  need  cf  it," 
be:  **tnM  tob  as  &ithAiU]r  as  site  may, 
WaK  aaM  be  cold  within  her  before  this." 

JbIkc  iMMighl  BDd  found  the  ganneiits ' 
had  hem  prepared,  andaaatber  raumcni  bnm^ 
tbm  to  tbe  door  of  the  Tsalta.  Ilie  ghNST 
btfwnt  of  tbeir  ilainp  daHuie^a  siei'mecl,  a»  ib 
apened  it,  to  be  changed  into  nooiuhy  bnghi* 
Beak  9i>  deli|^iiBl  to  ber  was  this  Dear  coasaa- 
BMtiun  of  ber  eager  belies. 

Peibo  f^ve  ooe  glttiee  of  iuqui/]r'  at  the  nttoi 
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tnsKonry.  *'  It  looks  atmug  enough  to  keep  in 
&  poor  weuk' girl,"  fflid  be;  "but  It  will  liortUy 
ke«p  me  und  tny  pick-uxe  out." 

**  Camilla  !  Avar  Camilla  !"  cried  Juliet  alowl. 
*'  Can  yoti  hear  me,  my  Cainillu?" 

Pedro  WHS  too  much  in  ouriiMl  witli  his  work 
to  pause  it>  it,  eren  to  give  tiie  ii»[mtienl  Juliet 
HI  op]>urtuiiity  of  liHtvntng  for  an  unHu-er.  Hl» 
itfA  <ms  no  light  one.  Supentition,  and  h«r 
stnuigv  wfTopring,  Cruelt)',  itcI<]on)  I^uve  tlieir 
work  half  don«. 

Juliet  watched  his  lusty  Htr(4LGS  with  fecliiigti 
flucliiating  lietweeii  juy  at  their  §ure  effeet,  and 
iinpaiieiicv  that  tbey  fell  not  stronger  still. 
Mum  after  muss  gnve  wny,  yet  itill  she  aaw  her 
not;  but,  from  time  tn  trmc,  »lie  continued  tw 
rvpeat  her  name,  tluit,  as  hooh  us  a  I'otce  couhl 
reach  her.  it  might  bring  luwurance  uf  u  friend. 
Petlro  paaied  for  oil  instant  to  take  breath,  und 
Juliet  seized  the  interval  la  reiterate — **  C'a- 
nuUa !  dear  Camilla !  an^^wer  tne !"  But  tio 
vmce  spoke  in  return. 

rAgnin  Peairo  nu»ed  bis  ami,  and  with  renewed 
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Pedro  gently  put  iwitlv  tier  arm,  luul  in  bikv 
tkcr  moment  forced  lUi  oprriiDg  lar^>  enough  to 
permit  llic  licad  and  brcttA  of  tiie  poor  victim  lu 
be  vinble. 

"Can  you  nol  tjike  licr  tlirough  at  oiioe?" 
said  Juliet. 

'*  1  tiiiiik  I  miglil,  if  she  li»«  )>ow<;r  hrrtvlf  tn 
help  me  do  ib" 

But  CamilU  wm  in  no  Mtate  to  hdp  him ;  iiJie  ww 
alivf,  and  vtiindin);  upright,  with  hrr  fare  towurdx 
tli«Tin;  the  expiring  t»(wrrwhi<:h|{limiiMTfd  he\i<ie 
her,  show«d  hrr  fvarfiil  (.■ouiiU-niuicv :  her  i-yi> 
were  frightfully  distended,  and  her  lips  cun- 
tiniied  to  move,  g^vuig  utterance  to  no  wonK 
but  to  a  shivering  cry  tliat  made  her  teclli 
knock  t4^-tl)cr. 

**  Pedro,  !<Ji«  raiuiol  move  !'*  said  the  terriEed 
Juliet,  *'go  on.  go  on,  till  we  eun  tidce  her  in 
our  arms-^o  you  know  me,  dear  CBniUliiV  did 
ihc  not  tell  you  that  you  should  not  perish  i 
now,  my  Camilla — now." 

Pe<]ro  tlirew  his  pickajce  axiile,  and  i^triding 
over  the  remiuuit  of  tlie  wall  he  had  left  hufurc 
L  6 
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her,  raWd  her  in  his  armit,  and 
bi'tmii^  tier  tlirough  die  njicitiiif;,  and  k^inif 
lier  gently  on  the  floor  of  t\w  vault,  vn  whiol 
Juliet  sat  to  support  lier.  'lliv  fveUiig  ml 
gen  tie- hearted  youug  raaii  tlieii  br«)i^t  tbt 
wine  be  lind  so  voiiNiderUely  saved  for  bet,  mi 
tasMed  Juliet  ii>  furcaiig  a  little  of  il  into  tk 
purclicd  mouth  of  Cainillit.  To  tlie  iueijim- 
■able  (loliglit  of  Juliet,  and  alinost  equally  !■>  Ac 
!iatiidiictiou  of  Pedro,  she  sw-allowed  >t— W 
iiDinecliately  after  heard  a  deep  sigh,  wltic^  m 
plainly  indicative  of  a  Bofter  and  more  ntnl 
slate  of  feeling:  again  they  put  tlie  wise  N 
her  lips,  of  whidi  she  took  a  little  nitbool 
reiiifllance,  and  tlieu  turning  her  fiice  up«a  ik 
iHmom  of  Juliet,  a  shuddering  hurrur  run  ihrougb 
all  her  limbs,  and  &)ie  ckmed  her  eyei,  who* 
wiki  glare  luid  been  so  painful  to  behold.  ■ 

"  We  must  take  her  out  of  ihb  dlsnial  pUcC 
at  onc«,  Signoro,"  said  I'edro,  prefwring  to  laiw 
her  again  in  hts  arms ;  "  if  she  comes  quitr  ly 
herself  here,  th<*  ^igiit  of  these  curved 
will  be  enough  to  kill  her  uguin." 
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the  «'all,  Pedrar"  saaA  Juliet  aiucl- 
wuly,  "  miut  it  not  be  built  up  agamy  in  case 
Ae  door  of  tW  nnli  aIiouM  l)e  o|>eiied?" 

"  Let  thvm  liuilil  it  u)>  tlit^iitselve)*,"  answer^ 

Pedro,  witJi  »o;ncUiii)g  very  like  an  oatli ;  "  it 

is  not  I  will  do  it  for  tbeni." 

"  Due  tlie  flaiiger  of  discovery,  good  Pe<lro  ?' 

**  It  will   never  hurt  you,  Signora,  even  if 

you  ttay  umoiigfit  tlieir  Iiard  bearU,  which  surely 

I  hupp  you  will  not ;  but  if  you  do,  they  will 

"fvn  believe  it  was  yoa  tliat  pulled  downi  tlmt 

"aU — luid  as  for  me,  I  was   born   in    Venice, 

•"id  never   loved  any  otlier   home — it  is   tliere 

your  gold  shall  carry  me,  and  my  pretty  Laura 

>*»,  Signora." 

"  Bui  I  must  dross  this  dear  friond,  Pedro, 
btAire  you  take  her  brnce,"  suid  Juliet; 
"  Camilla,  dearest — look  up  ut  me :  will  you 
not  help  me  to  put  on  tlie  gown  [  liuve  made 
for  you?" 

Camillii  now   looketl  nt   her  litedfiutty,  an<l 

dUMigli  there  was  still  HOiitctbliig  painfull}'  bo- 

ildered    in    the    exjiressiou   of    her  eyes,   it 
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was   qiutv   evident  sthe    uitileratood  Iter, 
attempted  to  !<|)cak,  but  nhook  her  bead,  aa 
unaUc   tu  do  «o.      Juliet  iImii   proctHMled 
put  on   the   druM  kIiv  luid   prcparcsl;   Canil 
nuM-d  hcrei-lf  up,  aiul  endeavoured  xu  iu^m  het. 
but  presently  ceased  to  do  m>,  ai>d  putting  swar 
the  hand  of  Juliet,  she  again  attempted  to  speah^f 


and  with  «ome  difficulty  articulated,  "  not  tht 
not  this,"  etidcavuiiring  nt  the  Mune  time  to 
tear  from  her  neck  the  tunic  in  nhieli  she  had 
been  interred.  Juliet  kiw  directly  how  neceaary 
tkiB  was,  as  well  for  tlie  sake  of  soothing  poor 
Camilla,  by  ridding  her  of  this  fearful  object,  0 
to  avoid  the  evident  danger,  wludt  vould  aiiM 
from  its  being  «ecii  by  otliei^ 

**  Leave  ns  for  a  motnciit,  my  good  Pedro." 
ndd  Hhe;  "  lock  that  dr^'udful  door,  and  wait  at 
the  entrmice  of  the  duipel  till  I  call  to  you. 

"  Do  not  bid  nic  lock  that  door,  tagiiora,' 
replied  her  thuugbtfid  assistant,  retirii^  as  At 
spoke,  *'  till  you  have  buried  within  it  the 
shroud,  whicli  tlie  poor  soul  b  trying  to  take 
off." 
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'*  Indeed  you  are  right,"  replied  Juliet,  "  tlua 
mnst  nvvcr  »«  iIk-  li|^il." 

Camillii,  wlio  was  now  rapidly  recoreriiig  her 
faculticH  mid  her  «tnmglii,  was  {juickly  uttirod, 
and  her  appearance  satisfied  her  aiixiuus  frioniL 
She  thought  it  would  he  quite  iinpoK-silile  for 
those  who  liad  only  seen  her  in  her  nun'*  babitt 
to  reoogiiue  her  in  ^lis  dress. 

Juliet,  sliuddering  yet  joyful,  stepped  once 
more  within  the  gloomy  ^-ault,  and  throwing  into 
it  the  huieful  tunic,  retreated,  and  locked  the  door- 
Pedro  was  already  hy  the  side  of  Camilhi, 
preparing  carefully  to  supjwrt  her  still  faultering 
steps,  when  Juliet  stopped  him,  saying — 

"  It  is  here,  I'edro,  that  I  must  pay  you  the 
gold  you  have  tio  nobly  won.  God  bless  you 
irilh  it ;  aitd  may  you  never  want  at  your  need, 
■ttdi  lcindne<«  m  you  have  shown  to  me." 

Poor  Pedro  almost  wept  his  gratitude, 
thaiik.'*,  and  blessings,  in  return. 

♦'  And  now,  my  dear  Camilla,  one  IasI  word 
to  you ;  after  we  leave  the  chapel,  we  must  speak 
no   more,  till   we  meet  airaln :   and  that,  dear 
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friend,  I  trast  w«  shall  do.  Your  Jannllia  ihai] 
bo  sent  to  ytm  at  the  Lome  of  oiir  gmxl  Potfiu't 
moOier,  wliere  ynu  will  be  lodged  till  tlir 
iLrriv«s.  VS'ith  h«r,  I  trust,  you  will  raKt 
England  in  afety.  Uo  you  reiDcmiiof  tbr 
name  of  my  uncl«  ?  Be  sure  not  to  forgec— 
Lord  Arthorough — with  him  you  will  be  nit, 
till  you  sliall  join  your  husband." 

A  penon  stronger  than  poor  Camilla,  ndglu 
have  found  it  difficult  to  express  to  Juliet  irlal 
she  felt  at  thai  moment.  She  threw  hi-r  feeble 
armx  around  licr,  and  shed  on  her  ba»i>m  tlit 
fine  tears  with  whidi  she  had  been  bW'M.il,  usee 
tke  frightful  moment  of  Isidore's  diitcorcr)'.       ^ 

"  My  friend !  my  prewn-er !"  she  munnumL 
but  attempted  not  to  say  more;  and  Juliet,  «lio 
felt  that  she  wtu  not  yet  out  of  danger,  spde 
not  in  return,  but  led  her  mpidly,  by  the  aid  of 
Pedro,  to  the  outer  gutc  of  the  convent;  aod  thenv 
aftfir  folding  her  once  more  in  licr  arms,  she  re- 
signed her  to  the  care  of  her  worthy  gviik. 
returning  herself,  with  axiep  ilial  vcrmed  tolrwl 
the  air,  saie\\  and  uneliallengcd  to  her  ceU. 


i 
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One  must  have  fvltwixirtyas  poi^mntiM  that 

which  )uut  hceii  weighing;  on  the  heart  of  Juliet, 

to  conceive  full)- die  liitppinvtH  she  enjoyed  nt 

this  moment.      On  ttie  same  spot  where,  two 

tbort  hount  iM'fons  she  luul  besought  Heaven  for 

^tmigtli  t«  caiTj'  her  through  lier  fwirful  enter- 

pTuc,  site  now  kneeleil  in  lui]>{>y  UiaiikfuliieMt  for 

iMniccewt.     Could  nhe  Imw  veon  her  iiuiit,  and 

*liif]>«;red  but  one  word  into  her  ear,   her  joy 

*oulil  have  been  perfeei.     But  this  she  thu-ed 

»Kilii.     The  promised  iittendance  of  the  Abbeas 

■rf Si,  lldcfoiae  on  tlieir  superior,  had  been  pub- 

)i<Hed  thruiighoiit  the  whole  efitablishment,  and 

Jiiliet  could  only  i^nAole  herself  by  the  reflee- 

twii,  that  the  pl«wure  slie  so  ardently  louged  for 

•rtulii  be  her*  on  the  morrow.      With  tbts  de- 

li|;hlfitl  uTtiiiiity,  ^he  laid  her  weary  bead  upon 

Iier  pillow,  and  slept,  im  otdy  tliose  can  deep,  who 

M  within  them  tliat — 

"  Swcci  pence,  vhlch  goodiirt*  boaoma  ever.*' 


CHAPTER  XXX. 


Noi  Mioiher  romrott  Uk*  lo  thk  mccMd)  tn  «&ka«nl» 

SHAUfMU 


Jvi-iBT  int«ndi>d  to  lia\-c  risi-ti  Oiv  n«xt  iMnb| 
an  li»ur  carli<>T  thiui  usun] ;  )>y  wKiek  tinri  >^ 
thoi^rlit  tliv  duty  of  aii  affvi.tioiiale  tiiece  m^ 
jiutlify  ail  inquiry  at  the  Awn  of  ber  auiii's  mm: 
but,  t«  Ikt  litter  ustoiiislinu-ni,  slie  slept  till  !•■( 
after  lier  lurcumtutiied  iiotir  of  risiDg — slu*  n"^ 
have  bvrn  vexed  ul  thiw,  liail  site  not  b«en  mvti 
u>o  joyful  tu  be  vexed  ut  luiy  ihiiig ;  Dante  m}^ 
and  very  truly,  thut  there  u 
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It  »  a  pity  lie  did  not  embalm,  in  words  &a 
racy,  the  equally  striking  truth,  that  nothiu^  is 
to  deltglitful,  a»  the  recollection  of  miseiT,  in  tbe 
tnidst  of  liafipiuem. 

Juliet's  wukin^  was  ileliciou-s.  ^Iie  had  risen 
irain  the  broken  and  unrefreshing  sleep  of  ibe 
last  two  nighui,  to  tlie  dreadful  consdousiieHB  of 
Jieavy  misery.  But  now  her  first  feeling  w» — 
that  danger  was  past  and  sorrow  over.  £v«n 
before  meuior)-  became  sufficiently  awake  to  re- 
call tbe  particulars  of  her  last  night's  successful 
enterprise,  she  felt  the  satis&ction  reaulling  (Wkni 
jt  Dresaing  herself  with  all  possible  expedition, 
she  flew  to  her  aunt's  apartment,  it-here  she 
knocked,  and  was  bade  lu  enter.  She  found 
Geraldine  in  bed;  and  the  friendly  A)ib«»H  of 
iSt.  Ild«foni«e  sdll  Kitting  near  her  pillow,  witJi 
two  ait«iMlnnt  nnnit  standing  bc«i<U'  her. 

Juliet  caught  tbe  eye  »f  la-r  aunt — niu)  all 
■■  told ;  there  Defied  no  word  on  either 
Bide. 

Geraldine  turiiml  her  head  away,  covering  her 
bee  with  her  hand  ;  luid  Juliet  felt  tliat  she  was 
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offering  a   tliaiiksgiving  to  tlie  God  of  aunf, 
for  the  bleaiiiig  that  look  hatl  l>rot^it.  ■ 

Juliet  re»peccfull)'  saluteil  the  kind  old  kdr, 
wlio  Wl   w-atcli«<l    by   her  atint,  and   iiiqwnJ 
if   iiJie    might    be    |H>ni)itted    to    sufipijr  ha 
place,    wliilc   aha   refn.-«lied   hcrs«lf   by  taking  _ 
bivakJnst  1 

Surely,  as  her  blood  ivlalion,  thi«  camwt 
be  refiis«d  to  you,  my  child,"  replied  the  Al>b«y 
of  Sl  Ildefonse;  "though  there  tire  muny  in 
the  community,  whose  age  mifrlit  etititie  theai  w 
the  preference." 

"  Mow  feel  you,  holy  HUtrr  ?"  *hc  cotnlnurd. 
rkiag,  and  t>ei)diHg  over  Geralduir ;  *'  fihe  liv 
been  gTierouiily  ill  <luriiig  the  oight,  young  lady ; 
tuniing,  tossing,  multeriug  prayens  anil  MorliiuE 
at  timefi  as  if  terri6(-il  out  of  her  witsi:— w 
woader-^iio  woitder;  it  U  n»y  to  f^m«  whf 
Iter  tlioughls  were  wiuidrring.— How  arc  jw. 
holy  siMi>r?"  bIh'  neiM-uivd,  talcing  the  bnnil  «^ 
Geraldiiie. 

*'  I  am  mwcli  better,  my  kind  friend,"  repEel 
the  Abbess   uf  Sunt'  Cutheriiiu'*,   luriung  hn 
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A  eyes,  wlikh  were  swimming;  in  trars,  upon 
her  Juliet:  "  I  am  so  grratly  better,  timt  I  tliliik 
I  may  venture  to  rise,  and  take  my  breakfast 
with  you." 

"  Dear  rae !  bow  wonderfully  she  is  revived," 
said  the  old  lady.  "  Itemember  this  while  you 
live,  sister  Agatha,"  she  aiMed,  addreaung  with 
great  earnestiioH  one  »f  tlie  nuns  "  tliat  comes 
from  mixing  the  julap  and  the  cinnamon- water 
tt^etber.  I  tvid  y<ni,  as  you  know,  just  after 
you  liai)  Kud  your  Jam  lurU  orlo  sidere,  at  the 
hour  of  prime  tlil-s  mornini;,  (bat  it  was  Uie 
woakm-wt  in  tbv  itlomaeli,  wliich  wc  mu'^t  attend 
to;  ai>d  there  is  no  medicarnctit  in  the  world 
for  tliat,  equal  to  cordial  julap  and  ciniuunon- 
»Mer." 

"  I  am  very  grateful  for  your  kind  care  of 
mty"  said  Geraldine,  with  a  smile  of  irre- 
pn>«sible  HatiNfiietion  ;  '*  and  1  really  feel  quite 
well  again." 

The  Abbew  of  tSt.  Ildefonse  looked  a  little 
niicaiy,  and  a^ain  took  her  biiiid  to  feel  the  state 
of  ber  pulse. 
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"  I  do  Dot  tUnk  there  ia  any  great  fever," 
said  she;  "a«d  yet,"  lowering  her  voice  to  a 
wbisp«r,  as  she  addressed  aster  Agatha,  *'  I 
think  she  sovms  u-utidciiug  »  littU-."  fl 

MiiuitvhiK-  Juliet  tstaoA  beside  tlie  bisl,  with 
bcr  vym  fixed  upon  lier  mint,  toc^iiif;  wliut  she 
might  not  utter,  und  enjoying,  in  return,  the 
expression  of  sweet  tranquillity  which  die  had 
restored  to  her  fine  features. 

"  Shall  1  sec  that  breakfast   b  pr<?pare<l 
your  parlour,  my  dear  auui  ?"  said  JuUei. 

"  Do  so,  my  child,"  replied  Geraldine ;  "  bv 
firet  attend  thtx   holy  inotlicr   tltitber;   and   be 
careful  tliat  Khe  luis  rus«-v,-ut«r  to  rrfresh  her 
ey«s  aftvr  her  long  wntch."  ^^| 

The  Abb<«s  of  St.  Ildcfunse  uuH  Juliet  retired 
together;  and  half  im  hour  afterwurds  the  two 
superiors  were  taking  tlicir  brndtfast  near  th« 
pivosKiit  window  of  tiaut  uportmenL  Two  nuns 
were  wnltitiji;  upon  them ;  and  when  the  meal 
waft  over,  tlie  Abbess  of  8aut'  Cathertna's  begged 
one  of  tliem  to  fetch  her  u  jug  of  water,  thai  ^ 
might  refrckh  her  Bowers,  which  were  witherii 
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ill  the  balcony  for  want  of  it.  W1ien  it  wu 
broiiglit,  ftli«  took  it,  in  order  to  perform  tlic 
I  plnuaiit  office  herself;  but  while  &lie  was  tliiu 
I  nigii^'^l,  Iier  uster  Abbess  felt  utterly  at  a 
■^■i  to  coiiceire  how  i^uch  Htrong  feeling,  as  ^lie 
■  had  manifested  the  day  before,  could  so  soon  be 
I  utooeedfid  by  a  degree  of  composure,  which 
permitted  bcr  to  attend  to  what  seemed  w) 
Irirotous. 

*'  Well,  well,"  «aid  the  jjood  lady,  addren- 
ing  the  nuns,  **  'ds  a  comfort  to  see  that  she 
can  turn  her  mind  an-ny  from  it  to  «oon ; 
[  wuih  I  loved  flowerv,  or  any  other  thing,  well 
enough  to  make  me  forget  the  horron  of 
yesterday  I" 

Soon  after  breokfiut,  the  Abbess  of  St.  Ilde- 
fonoe,  seeing  that  her  patient  was  decidedly  out 
of  danger,  prepared  to  take  her  departure ;  but, 
before  she  left  tJie  convent,  she  found  an  oppor- 
tunity of  Kiying  privately  to  mkUt  A^iilba — 

«'  Do  not  forget  tlie  julap  and  ciiinamon- 
water,  my  daughter;  it  is  possible  tliat  toward* 
night  your  holy  motlier  may  show  jij-mptMna  of 
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a  relapse.     If  this  should   happen,  &il  not  la 
have  recourse  to  this  iinalualde  uiixture." 

As  soon  as  the  Ahbe.'«i  of  8l  lldefiMiw  iai 
departed,  fJI  tlu*  Kciiior  nuns  of  the  comniinitjr 
rcqut!Ni«d  in  sucvcMimt  to  vndl  u|K»n  thi-ir  mpt- 
rior,  Uiat  thry  might  ttatufy  tltcir  wtxicty  n- 
spoctiug  hi-r  hcidlh.  Not  onv  of  the  »octPiy  bM 
h;id  fvit  »  putig  for  her,  aiiiidxt  tlii'ir  ovni  wmw; 
aii<l  h(-r  oeveri'  ilhie^i  cnuted  »  Mirniig  i  wiMiw 
lunoiig  th(>ni  iilL  To  refitse  ihe^ic  tlenauu- 
tioii!<  uf  true  uflV-vtitm,  wa,-*  iinpoHHihlr ;  but  il 
cost  a  strong  vHotX  (n  pour  (ivroltliiie,  lo  ncc'm 
with  tli<;  self-Haine  courtotKa  wwwere,  a  soutr  li 
inqnirvrs,  wha»e  pn«cncv  kv]>l  her  from  heatiog 
what  Juliet,  who  stood  witli  trerabliog  imp- 
tieoce  by  her  side,  wx«  dyitif;;  to  leU. 

At  length  tfaey  were  alone ;  aud  the  firal  0- 
restrained  interchange  of  feeling  between  thtBi 
vetts  by  a  tender  embmce. 

"  My  dear,  dear  cJiihl !"  excUiin«l  G«il* 
dine,  sobbing  witli  delightful  emoliou.  **  b  it 
indeed  possible,  that  you  have  cbiie  thia  tUagi' 
h  shi-,  indeed,  beyond  these  fearful  walla  'f 
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reely — fiiUj" — Mif«ly  clear  of  them,"  an- 

.  the  happy  Joliot. 

ltd  you  found  hrr  ! — Oil,  JuUvt,  hotv  did 

■r  that  dreadful  iiitervul  i  I  hardly  dare  to 

u,  how  you  found  her?" 

nd  1,"  refdii-d   Jidict,   "can   hardly   tell 

£veu  now,  tJiat  I  oiice  mure  ft%l  in  po»- 
I  of  my  tnA>6r  ^nutv*,  u-lttch  &oinelunes, 
;  the  bit  three  <la)-a,  I  have  alntosl 
)d;    even  now,   tlio  Ncene   of  la&t   night 

to  tnr  likr  u  liurrid  drrain.  Hut  she  is 
that,  at  Inut,  is  no  illusion.  I  watched 
y  the  feeble  liglit  of  the  waning  moon, 
^  en  tlte  arm  of  Pe<lro ;  I  watched  them 
Vf  turned  the  ennvent  wall — and  tru&t  me, 
•oked  IM>  more  like  a  nun  than  he  did. 
lie  b  safe !    The  Gad  of  beaven  be  praiseti 


B  assurance  was  certainly  what  Juliet  bwt 
to  speak,  and  her  aunt  to  bear ;  but  it  was 
m  either  of  them  was  wtary  of  dwullinf; 
all  th«  details  of  the  piut  day  and  nielli, 
omc  dread  of  further  dai^er  to  tlie  object 
..  II.  H 
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of  their  care,  mixed  with  the  pleasure  het  • 
occasioned  them. 

Camilla  was  so  entirely  UDkaomi  at  Ano 
that  her  being  di^coT*.Tvd  was  nearly  iraponiblei 
yet  HtitI  Ocrnldiito  felt  painfully  anxious 
her.  It  v,-as  highly  prulnihle,  that,  inherrrino 
Kiluation,  Oiv  terror  uul  misery  she  had  cnda 
tni)^ht  have  hceii  prodttnive  uf  ularmiag  mil 
And  the  idea  tlial,  in  «uch  a  situation,  she 
tic  nithont  the  affection  »iid  mtpport  of  aw 
friend,  whk  dmadfiil.  Juliet,  bowvrer, 
eloquent  in  praise  of  Pedro,  and  so 
tliat  hu  mother  aod  his  Lanra  inuM  be 
and  kiiid,  that  she  greatly  alienated  her  taA 
fears  respecting  the  short  interval  that  moft 
elapu^  before  the  arriral  of  Jaciiitha. 

It  was  impntsible  th£t  tW  dretwUiil  &le  <^ 
Carailla  should  not  long  be  remembered  at  Siai' 
Catherina'K,  with  mulled  emotions  of  sorm" 
An<l  of  fear;  yet,  in  this  ctt»e,  ax  in  every  other, 
tliv  petty  intervsu  uf  life's  dsiily  history  mmo 
bhinted  the  recollection  of  it ;  and  every  tUif 
within  the  eourenl  seemed  restored  to  its  um' 
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aa  Mrenily,  when  tlie  »ewH  wwt  un- 

aonced,   and  jpyfull)'  pa»w><i  from   mouth   to 

liUi  through  th«  comtnunity,  that  Uuly  Jiiliit 

TAIboDo's     little     page     was     returned    from 

nme. 

Morgante  brought  with  him  a  letter  from  the 
I     dJunitary  to  whom  he  had  been  recommended, 
Jbnring,  with  mimy  thanks  for  tlie  kiud  anention 
of  the  Abbess  of  Sant"  Catherine's: — 

I"  That  the  boy  had  completely  loot  the  power 
sf  singit^,  in  consequence  of  a  Hevcrv  iiidiifpo- 
dlioD  controcUxl  uii  his  jountcy ;  and  bciiinf  fret* 
^  and  unhappy  anmng  rhc  numerous  rctiiiUD 
I  which  formed  his  cminencv's  rvtabliithmeiit,  hn 
thought  it  best  to  indulge  the  nckly  diild  In 
|k»  wt«li  to  retura  to  the  friends  of  his  in&ney ; 
[loil  witli  tliat  view  he  had  remitted  him  to  the 
[tare  of  his  aunt,  Jacintha  Corrt." 

Tiiia  blereoting  letter  was  put  into  the  luuida 

Juliet)  and  by  her.  shown  in  confidence  to  all 

friend-s  which  certainly  included  the  whole 

Dnununity ;  so  that  before  Morgante  hud  been 

tnany  hours  returned,  all  the  rrnsonit  of  hU  going 
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and  looming  were  moat  satia&ctortly 
tliroii^lioul  tlie  conveiii. — Meaitumt^  tlic  Ab 
M»d  Juliet  Ikad  the  delight  of  heitring  from  him. 
that  Jacintlia  was  arrived,  and  with  the  loost  alhc- 
tiAiiate  earuestnew)  in  the  senice  of  her  miiirrw: 
moreover  that  &he  was,  according  to  the  jaif 
ment,  and  in  the  words  of  Morgaute,  "  a  baU> 
spirited,  but  geutle-hcarted  wDman.  who  •unU 
be  able,  with  the  aid  of  her  giiy-hrarttxi  ymni 
Hon,  to  set  dungcra  and  difficulties  at  detianiv.' 

With  tliis  MSiirance  they  nrro  forced  tn  W 
content.  A  direction  to  the  hoitse  «f  I'lnlia'* 
mother  had  been  slipjinl  into  the  liaitd  of  Jatin- 
tha,  when  slic  n-aited  ufwii  tlic  Abbvw  with  btf 
iitickly  ti(^t>hcw,  and  they  heard  of  h«-r  ns  tuiirr. 
The  pownhilily  of  attracting  nttcntiun  ta  Ci* 
milLt,  if  by  illnein,  or  other  acddent,  ithe  wm 
detained  in  Ancona,  prevented  any  intinir)'  Ixiif 
made  by  Geiatdine  at  the  dwelling  of  Pnlra; 
and  painful  ns  ims  the  uiicertiiinty  n<«pMttif 
her,  it  was  better  to  endure  it,  tluui  b>  nintW, 
slightest  risk  of  discovery. 

The  soldier  who  bad  eecorled   MurgaoK 
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stni  delaitmt  In  Rome,  by  business  the  AbbcM 
lud  intnuted  to  him. 

Thi*  cnltn  which  followed  die  violent  emotiom 
immciliutely  sticcocdJitg  Jidict'a  urrival  at  Sl 
Catherina's,  ims  most  welcome  both  to  Geral- 
£ne  and  her  niece.  The  resolution  which  (h« 
Abbow  had  taken  of  resigning  her  situation  in 
tbe  convent,  and  finally  retiring  to  Lnglun<L  to 
pass  the  remainder  of  her  life  ninoiig  tlie  rela- 
ttona  of  her  mother,  still  continued ;  but  it  ap- 
peared tluit  she  was  deHirouK  of  waiting  for  some 
irecks,  before  «he  announci^d  her  intended  abdi- 
ntion.  Tli«  iiitorvid  was  for  from  unhappy, 
ihougli  alt  Juliet's  (levote<l  vonfitlencc  in  her  aunt, 
tould  not  prevent  occasiotutl  fits  of  aiixtely  re- 
tpecting  Hubert.  Where  was  he? — Who  was 
be  f — What  was  he  ? 

It  was  inipMwible  to  doubt  that  the  Abbew 
could  Iiave  answered  all  tliese  <]uerieg ;  yet, 
tbougfa  (lie  namt?  of  Hubert  was  ofteu  upolten 
between  them,  though  Goraldine  seemed  to 
seek,  tutlier  tlian  shun,  every  eonvcreution  whieh 
l«d  to  ibe  avowal  of  Juliet's  tondcnieM  for  him, 


«ilfcwUohri»ewMlM>i& 

to  pscMnnCt  ttttd  i^Ekvny  oa* 

iki»  njun.  am6e  her  onfaappy.  Onal- 

■pIfcetaBfi .fcyyiap- 

*■  Sadjr  it  it  MC  JoBet.  wko  would  wU  w 
M  brak  a  MtoM  piMMe  r 

NoC«Ttbatan£ag  tfaiioAe  little  Teution.  Jnlt't 
WW  qake  tca^  to  coni^  that  ilir  kvl  »•"* 
b«A>?  beeo  m  happy.  Not  a  dav  pMMil  a^- 
not  her  betn^  cnMriwin  of  acqniriosf  infawatoi 
and  becominf^.  as  ilw  sometimes  affectmiiirly 
ba«t«d,  more  worthy  of  the  friciMlalup  tbe  » 
dearly  raloetl. 

As  to  Moffrantr,  ke  w«  very  nearly  m 
well  plcoaed  m  b«T»elf:  Iiw  im^^ralup  tm  (•>* 
l^lcn  in  &rour  of  lus  miriiatare  stature  i  wl 
though  Marc«lla  still  uiterdicteil  the  ihm^ 
ItoUi  of  the  uoriceii'  gaUery,  lie  wm  often  ptf- 
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mittcd  to  cntCT  the  gnrdpn  at  the  hour  of  teeres- 
tion,  and  amused  himself  and  the  holy  aitnpaity 
be  touiid  there,  with  a  thousand  apUh  vagarie*. 
His  joume)-  to  Rome,  with  the  history  of  hiti 
two  days'  sojourn  in  the  palace  of  the  princely 
cardinal,  were  never-fiailing  sotuves  of  goaatp 
and  amusement.  With  the  peculiar  sbrewdneM 
of  his  character,  he  marked  exactly  how  far  his 
plesMntries  might  go,  without  shocking  the 
feeHn^  of  his  auditors ;  and  diHcot'ered,  without 
any  very  long  study,  who  hest  Iwed  to  laugh, 
Aod  who  to  lecture ;  which  veil  hid  a  n-it,  and 
which  a  saint ;  and,  by  dint  of  steering  him<ielf 
cantionsly  by  the  chan  his  acuteness  thus  enabled 
hbn  to  lay  down,  fac  contrived  to  become  the 
petted  favourite  of  the  whole  sisterhood.  His 
fine  voice  was  ai»u  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the 
poor  nuns  in  these  hours  of  idleness;  and  he 
in«  often  made  to  sing  and  chant  till  hr  vnm 
weary.  When  tliU  happened,  he  secured  him- 
*clf  firom  fiirtlier  importunity  by  gravely  declar- 
ing, that  he  felt  symptoms  <if  tlic  same  malady 
Mhtcb  had  obliged  him  to  resign  his  gnuid  »itu> 
-M  4 
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KtiQii  u  Rome, — a  liini  whidi  never  foiled  n 
hriiig  upon  him  a  shower  t>{  &ugar>pluint  lai 
csutioiM,  "  to  b«  very  careful  nf  his  met, 
wliich  was  doubtless  ^ren  by  tlie  especial  forov 
of  God,  OD  purpose  to  sing  his  praises" 

On  one  occasioo,  however,  the  roguish  pip 
was  very  near  getting  into  a  Beriow  scrape,  hj 
the  indulgence  of  Im  laughter-loving  burnout' 
He  wns,  OS  tisuul,  Murrounded  by  a  Utrge  group 
of  reclu£es>  one  eveniitg  when  Juliet  was  passing 
the  hour  of  recrmtion  on  the  chapel  ternct 
witli  her  aunt,  aiid  tlicrcforc  incapable  of  keep- 
ing vralch  over  his  fooleries. 

As  long  as  bis  young  mtstreas  was  witlua 
reach,  no  ntotiTe  was  strong  enough  to  dn« 
MorgiuKe  from  her  tiidc ;  and  while  he  remaineJ 
under  her  eye,  he  seldom  tian^reMed  lh> 
limits  of  (li»eretion,  bi  bis  pleasantries ;  but  upttt 
tlie  evening  in  question,  he  ventured  a  jest  that 
might  have  cost  liiin  dear. 

'I'wo  of  the  nuiLs  who  Itiul  voic««  of  pecnlor 
power  and  sireeliicss  and  who,  as  k  vsai' 
when  (hJH  is  the  c»«>,  had   been   enjoined  by 
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Ae  superior  to  cultivate  such  a  knovrlec^  of 
mnnc,  as  would  enable  tfaeto  to  be  efficient 
assistants  in  the  cliou-,  wfere  endeavouritig  lo 
learn  firora  Arorgante  an  nntbem  whidi  he  barf 
heard  at  Rome,  and  which  hit)  ear  had  perfectl}- 
retained.  He  had  repeated  this,  witli  tlie  words 
u>  which  he  bad  heard  it  applied,  tUI  he  was 
tired,  and  being  on  this  evening  urged  to  give 
it  again,  he  said — 

**  I  think,  holy  hidies,  that  if  you  will  be 
pleiuHi)  to  sins;  it  witJi  some  wonis  that  I  learnt 
in  tlic  Curditud's  palace,  you  would  find  it  easier, 
tiuui  the  Ad  te  levavi  ocjilos,  with  whicli  you 
lave  been  practising  it." 

"  New  words,  Murgnntc  ?"  siid  tlio  cautions 
aiater  Lucia:  '*  aie  thoy  words  whicli  the  church 
mictions?" 

*'  I  beard  them  in  llw  Curdiiud's  pidace, 
holy  sister,**  replied  Morgantc  primly,  <*  and 
I  am  not  free  to  doubt  it." 

'*  Truly,  he  b  riglit,"  siid  ssUt  Agues,  "  if 
we  may  not  look  for  holy  words,  in  holy  months, 
when  may  wc  liopc  to  find  them  ?" 
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"  Nsy,  aeur  AgDcs,"  replied  tbe  pious  Locii, 

■*I£daMiB«u  toqoestioaiL     WkataniluN 

M«;gMirte  ?  I  am  sure  I  would  wiDiiiglf 

.  Ukb,  if  libpjr  we  not  too  diffieulL" 

>*  1  do  not  tliitik  >-o>i  will  find  tbem  so,  hoff 

sud  the  pagVi  in  Us  most  denune  OH- 

**  and  thrjr  g»  mast  swretljr  to  tbe  music" 

So  mcpag,  he  nHsed  fua  dear  roice.  and  wf 

villi  bD  its  poNTifal  £stinctn«»,  tbe  fatlu>iii^ 

T««Mi^DeH«M  iiiii  liiiiiliiii  imili"" 

*^  That  is  beauoAil  f  excbim«d  both  the 
nnaieil  stndtmts  at  mkp. 

"  I  tbm^t  yon  would  like  it,  holy  bdio." 
said  tltc  tittJ«  misdupl^  pursing  up  ias  insaAi 
witli  an  air  of  siuiit-likr  graWtr. 

"  1  mosi  leant  it,"  nid  Mster  Agnes. 

"  lodeed,  it  would  be  a  pity  to  lose  the  oppof" 
tunity,"  rejoined  Lucia. 

■  TbcBMnI  Ei«l«h  oTwUdi  b— 

M«ab^  rm  ■«">'*■  IK  ddn*  of  mIm^ 
r«  w(t  G«<1  ia  BioMMh  a  BMt  Uarfol  pat 
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)a()ie«,  I  AbSL  be  proa<i  to  t«ach  you. 
ytm  be  pWa.«e(Ibnll>or  you,  to  say  aSter  mt, 
7o8  monadti — " 
"  W  monat^hi,"  wpeawd  the  docUe  nune. 
•*  Vcstri  stomachi." 

"  Ve«tri  Momavbi,"  tbey  continued  with  pioof 
fcrvonr. 

*■  Sunt  lunphora  Baochi,"  continued  Moi^ante 
*icb  fltron^  cmpliusig,  which  th«  wvll  praedwd 
MM  of   his    pupils    pnabled    th«m    to    aitrli 

"Now  sing  so  fiir,  lioly  sisters,  upon  tiie 
■9W  notes  VB  the — Ad  te  leravi,  tec" 

They  did  so,  with  great  unction,  and  to  bis 

veipreasible  delight,  gave  to  even*  word  the 

Buct  emphasis  he  bad  taught.     Gratified  by  the 

tamest  praise  of  Morgante,  who,  baby  as  he  was, 

^Bquite  sufficient  reputation  among  them  as 

BUMciftn,  to  be  accounted  a  competent  judge, 
lb  iweft  voices  of  tlie  two  nuns  ceaaed  nof 
1*  nreU  into  their  fullest  power,  a»  tliey  con- 
tinued their  ludicroas  exerdse ;  nor  was  the 
Otdiin  «ti»6v<l,  till  lie  hud  tan^it  them  ihv 
m6 
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wboic,  impr««»!ng  u)>iiii  ihem  with  great  nmM' 
iic««,  tlic  peculiar  l>eniity  wliich  ilie  periiarnnmcp 
fraiiit^,  l>y  a  twmewhst  vvliemcnt  •.■nuncialiixi  ai 
the  two  Wl  words.  A  ^mvor  p4T»on  thui 
M  organ  te  mig^lil  cpnuJJily  liavi-  found  hoi 
far  mirlli,  in  ihe  maDiirr  wiili  wbii-li,  >ftrr  ihia 
leiwon,  nbteni  Lucia  aiiH  AgnM  pst^cd  tJ)<>  nllir^ 
of  thf  gnnlen,  arm  in  ann,  reiteradi^  vM 
emulalivo  fervour,  and  with  all  Ui«  pown-  «f 
their  Iiings — de/errima  petH$, 

It  ifl  generally  acknowledged,  that  no  sii 
of  ttfe,  Itoirever  deep  its  nliade,  can  exempt  ^ 
dweller  in  it  from  a  wish  to  cntcb,  from  tiw 
to  time,  A  pawiini^  ray  of  admiration.  T^e  tmli 
of  this  was  clearly  proved  in  tlie  case  nf  «0 
miwicul  nuns.  They  longed  to  introduce  tbrir 
n«w  anthcin  to  other  ears  titan  those  of  tbcir 
oomimniuns  of  Oie  doimer;  and  acootdinjJT. 
liaviiig  sedulously  instructed  the  choir  id  tkf 
!itnun,  and  nbovc  all  in  tlie  clear  prouunctat)«>> 
of  the  words  tliey  decide  upon  performiiy  it 
tlie  next  time  thv  viKitof  luid  confessor  atttnW 
mass  in  tlic  duipi-l.     Nor  had  they  lon^  to  nil 
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iin  of))>ortiiDity  of  mnkin^  tlie  dvstred  <U8pla}-. 
Iftidorei  curioiu  to  niiirk  the  int{)rviwii>n  which 
teinaiii«<l  on  Uie  ininil  of  tlic  Abbcns,  from  the 
&te  of  Camilla,  nliii-h,  ihou^h  it  had  fuilod  to 
Buke  her  b«tnty  lierself  according  to  hU  h»p<>, 
had  neverlh«leM,  a^  he  had  been  assured,  nearly 
proved  fatal  to  li«r,  sent  early  notice  of  his 
intentioti  to  confer  the  honour  of  lus  presenc«?  at 
a  Sunday  mass. 

Had  it  not  been,  however,  for  the  peculiar 
ckarne«8  of  enunciation,  upon  which  »-Ktet» 
Lucia  and  Agnes  bad  insisted,  in  their  inKtnic- 
tions  to  the  choir  upon  Urn  occatiion,  neither  the 
visitor,  nor  tlie  officiating  priests,  would  liave 
been  likely  to  take  much  notice  of  the  wonln ; 
but  the  Uiundcrin^  amjAora  liaechi  and 
deierrima  pi-ttit  muttt  liave  roufied  the  moM 
«luinbenng  attention ;  and,  accordingly,  the 
wondering  ecclettiasticH  listened  to,  and  distin- 
^iiibvd  tlie  wliole,  with  feelingit  of  a»toniHh- 
m<rnt  and  indignation,  which  may  easily  be 
imagined. 

Hoon   as   itie  service  was  ended,   Isidore 
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wmgmtaA  lo  see  the  Abbess  in  the  pvlonr. 
She  immediately  cotni>)ied  with  his  wiali,  uhI 
found  him  wtting  there,  vrith  the  priesn  w)»W 
|>erformi»d  tlie  miticK  ittuiding  behind  htm.  ^ 
l>ovre<l  to  tbem  all,  snd  then  svated  herself  opf>- 
lite  I)d<U>Te. 

« **  Know  you,  holy  mother,"  he  begu,  **wte 
anthem  your  choir  Eavourcd  us  witl^  niter  ik 
Gloria  tibi,  DomtM  T' 

**  Ho,  my  lord ;  I  am  do  mudcuui,  toA  k  b 
Hbtcr  Lucia  wbo  selects  the  chanu  and  w- 
tiunw." 

*'  Kfny  I  we  sister  Loeia  immediately  ?" 
"  "  Assuredly,  my  lord." 

Sister  Luon  vm  sent  for.  "  Re  wo  f^ood.  vf 
daughter,"  said  the  Abbot,  "  as  to  recite  for  ■ 
the  words  of  the  anthem  you  stinfr  Uiia  noiB- 
tag. 

Sbiter  Lucia  readQy  oompUed,  and  uyvMJ 
Morgante'a  lines  with  preat  cleamess  and  prtci- 
Am. 

Isidore  perceired  dearly  that  she  did  not  0B> 
denijuid  u  word  of  what  iJic  uttered,  and  t^ 
13 
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tmtcd  hinwelf  with  dewring  ahe  would  tnfonn 
him  who  Uud  Uiughl  licr  these  vroixU. 

"  It  win  Mor^^tlc,  my  lonl,"  reitli«d  Lucia, 
without  hv«itat)(iii. 

"  And  wlio  may  M<>rf^t«  be  7'  inquired  the 
Abbot,  tKldrt^iiig  himHvtf  rathOT  to  tlie  Ahbew 
Aon  to  lier  nun. 
■  Gemldine,  wlio  bad  listened  to  h«r  attentively, 
I  tt  she  pronounced  the  absurd  wokIa  of  Mor> 
■nnle's  anthem,  was  both  surprised  and  pravokcd 
I  in  the  highest  degree,  and  resented  the  affront, 
with  almost  ^  inudi  indignation  as  Isidore 
hinmclf. 

"  Moi^nte,  my  lord,"  aJre  replif^d,  "  b  nii 
orplian  hoy  brought  np  by  the  charity  of  my 
brothvr ;  and  if  MMter  Lucia  has  learneil  these 
abominable  words  from  him,  wtiich  cannot  be 
ilouhuid,  since  we  have  her  t^timony  for  i^  he 
must  i*itli«r  prorr,  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  that 
he  was  Itn  ignutant  of  wliat  he  taught,  as  8h«  of 

what  she  Icamt,  or he  must  be  dealt  with  na 

he  de»cn-c»." 

"  And  how  came  lie  here,  holy  mother?" 
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•*  I  brougbt  him  from  Albano,  my  lord,  on 
nccount  of  liis  uncommonly  fine  voice,  vliich  I 
tliougbt  might  make  him  acceptable  to  mar 
firieods  I  have  in  Rome-" 

*'  And  how  long  biut  he  rrtiirncd  from  iImkk? 

— dittt  is "  suddenly  correctinff  hunwlfi  "^ 

you  have  nlrcady  sent  him  thither." 

"  Not  more  than  u  wock,  my  lord.  Ik 
caught  R  cold  on  the  wity  thither,  which  no- 
dered  htm  incapable  of  singing;  aitd  I  mnU 
jiow  seek  some  other  patronage  for  him — tlai  v- 
if  he  clear  himself  of  this  aboroiitation.  If  b* 
do  not,  I  ftluill  immediately  ^lend  him  back  ut  (Ik 
Cotint  d'Albano,  who  will  know  better  than  I 
can,  what  to  do  with  him." 

"  He  certainly  ap|)ears  to  be  a  strange  instnif 
tor  for  your  nuns,  holy  mother,"  re[>lied  lh< 
Abbot  with  a  aneer: — "  may  I  be  penniiied  w 
see  this  sttange  inmate  of  your  nunnery "?" 

**  Ho  is  an  inmate  of  the  porter's  lodgings 
my  hird,"  replied  the  Abbt^w;  "but  if  it  I* 
your  lordsliip's  pleasure,  I  can  imler  the  eb2i  "' 
be  brought  hither." 
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In  B  fvw  miiiutn  Morgnntc  appmrcd,  siiil  nA 
sooner  perccivod  mier  l-ucia  aii<l  the  Abbot 
fcce  lo-firee,  tluui  lie  8Ufti)ecte(i  ihe  caiiw  for 
wbidi  Ite  liad  beeii  suromoned;  but  a.i  fearless 
in  temper,  as  ready  in  resource,  be  was  notLing 
ibunled,  but  prepared  liiinaelt'  to  bear  patiently 
«nd  to  aitswer  discreetly,  whatever  might  lie  uiid 
to  bim. 

"  Was  it  you,  child,  who  taught  this  holy  nun 

tiag  the  words  of  the  aitthem  which  was  per- 
led  in  (h<-  i'liapol  bKdayi:'" 

"  Yc«,  nty  lunl;  mo  pivtwi.'  your  lordship;  and 
the  tunc  too,"  replied  Morgaiile,  with  a  look 
inconcvivitbly  iniioceitt. 

**  Know  you  what  Uie  words  mean,  boy  ?" 

**  iia,  your  holy  reverence,  that's  more  than 
I  wa«  ever  uufrht ;  but  I  know  it  is  something 
■ftKHit  the  holy  Virj^n." 

It  was  almost  impossible  to  avoid  smiling  at 
die  extreme  dcmureiioss  with  which  Morgaiite 
utered  this;  and  unfortunately  tlie  eye  of  Isi- 
dore turned  at  that  moment  towards  the  Abbess, 
Ifho   had  not  been  able  i-ntiTcly  to  mist  iu 
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She  {mmedtately  rtcorer^  Iter  ctmjrtmn,  ai 

"  Where,  «r,  (Hd  j-oii  loam  xhnc  word*?* 
■'  In  i}ie  palace  of  my  lord,  the  Conlin^;* 
replied  tlie  boy. 

"  How  mean  you,  boy  ?"  !«um1  loldorr.    " '. 
you  wy,  that  these  nie  ribald  wonb  were  am^ 
you  there?"  ■ 

"  Not  so,  my  lord.  I  think  not  that  wiy  ont 
in  die  lord  Cardinal's  Iwutiehold  would  imn 
troubled  thenuelvc«  to  teach  me  any  tlnni;- 
On  the  eontrar}',  my  lord,  thoy  iMS.'m4>d  i>tnui^h 
dinpoMx)  (o  make  n  mockery  of  my  church  aak- 
But  without  C!«|H-ciul  t«'girbin^,  pleue  your  bfllr 
lordship,  I  never  fail  to  U-am  wh«(e\'er  I  htv 
mng.  But  ii  there  harm  in  tluwe  worth,  Mt 
ntother  T  asked  Morgaote,  looking  at  thr  A!- 
bew)  with  an  air  of  innocent  surprise. 
"  Yes,  boy ;  there  ts  much  harm  in  then." 
*'  Then  it  was  sin  and  shame  in  them,  to  W 
mc  hear  such,"  replied  tho  child :  "  fur  tWr 
a«ked  mc  where  I  came  front,  and  I  tuU  ikat 
(irora  a   moot   holy  convent ;    oa   wliick  ^ 
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itrnck  up  tliifl  anthem  (and  troly  the  notes  are 
musical),  aiid  one  and  all  of  them  declarei]  1 
hmked  like  a  little  monk  myself;  and  told  me,  if 
1  was  a  nise  child  1  shonld  remember  the  words 
they  had  sung,  and  repeat  thcnii  wbeiierer  I 
hid  the  honour  of  fiiuUng  inyttdf  in  company 
iritli  any  of  the  profession,  mid  thru  they  8ang 
it  again — ^ving  mc  just  so  mucli  teaching  ns 
1  comm  to." 
**  My  lord  Cardinal  shall  Icani  n-lint  pmilent 

C8  be  liatli  near  liim,"  »aid  Isidore  rising. 
**  Take  care,  boy,  that  you  arc  never  agmin 
leard  to  litter  sach  blusphemy." 

"  I  utter  blasphemy,  my  lord !"  crletl  the 
ircliin,  with  uell-feigiied  horror; — "oh!  whit 
irould  Father  Luurence  say,  if  he  heard  tliat !" 

Witliout  deigning  to  take  furtlier  notice  of 
bim,  Isitlore  turned  to  tlie  Abbess,  and  said — 

"  The  unforluitiiie  women,  who  hare  been 
wildly  led  into  this  abomi nation,  rouHt  coufess. 
Um)  receive  abwtluiion  for  it  forthwitli. — I  must 
depart,  holy  mother;  but  1  will  leave  hratlier 
Viucentio  to  perform  this  office.     Let  tlic  whole 
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eboir  be  informed  of  the  sm  they  hare  doM  ■*- 
And  turning  to  tbi'  priest,  who  w»  to  nam. 
h«  said — 

Th«  •wen  ppnitcntial  pnlnu,  to  he  repntr^ 
knvritng,  should  nakt  ■  port  of  the  fnutt. 
brother." 

Then  muttering  a  general  "  Ben«»iidtt.' l« 
witlHlrew, 
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And  b&ndrold  dctih,  not  Ut  mt  »•  mj  wn. 

BHASHrtAltl. 


t 


•'^iiK  Abbot  of  St.  Andrea's  rpturncd  from  lUU 
'*<i(  more  conrinci'd  than  ever  of  itic  secret  Iie- 
*«y  of  Ot'nldiiK'.  'Ilic  cuusc  of  this  renewed  and 
tiofirmed  Kiin^iicion  wiu  a]>[KU-eRtly  very  trillinfr, 
>ut  the  point  of  a  needle  may  convey  pui»ou  us 
ffectiiall y  as  the  hWIe  of  a  lauldiion ;  and  wlien 
lie  Ahbow  of  St.  Cathpriiia'<«  permitted  a  timile 
t  Morgantc'i  ludicrous  blunder  to  paa§  acrosH 
er  countenance,  it  produced  as  deep  di)i^staiid 
ige  on  the  mind  of  the  bigot,  as  the  most  de- 
IbetKlv  UoBphemy  could  have  done. 
He  already  lulled  her  iiitli  uU  the  inteiuily  of 
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hb  liunl  aii<I  gloomy  nature.  Slie  liad  tliwartfil, 
{|(;fie<l,  ai)(l  baffled  bira,  Uiroii^i  loiig  yean  of 
tadt  Htniggling,  and  had  sUkmI  tbe  last  ssfal 
proof  to  wiiick  he  had  brougbt  ber,  in  a  roaoncr 
Uiat  had  even  staggered  his  deeply-rooled  b«iitf 
of  bcT  secret  apostsc)*.  Bat  all  site  had  gmri 
by  tlie  ariluoiM  victory  over  external  feelintc- "" 
the  day  of  Camilla's  trial,  was  lost  by  the  s%iit 
iudiscredon  of  a  single  insianL  'llie  natiitei^ 
this  new  offence  was,  from  its  very  lighuum 
what  he  could  least  endure.  To  see  her  bU 
prostrate  al  Ids  feet,  from  the  agtmy  enduted  bf 
conforming  her  outward  seeming  to  Ids  ininrt 
will,  had  sometliing  in  it  that  soothed  his  pridt< 
and  ministered  to  the  whole  knot  of  venanon 
pasMORs  which  fed  upon  his  heart ; — but  tW 
she  should  dare  in  bis  preseuoe  to  smile  «t  s 
Hcoffiug  jest  ugniii«t  hi«  sicTod  calling.  iWe 
him  to  miutnt.-!w,  luid  hit  left  her,  determiiii 
lit  once  to  bozard  every  thing,  by  an  open  taA 
avowed  attack  upon  her  us  u  bcrrtic — Beta* 
he  slept,  the  foUowing  letter  was  dispatched  t* 
Father  Doniiuic. 
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*■  Tlib  aceunted  woman  is  a  k«rctic,  ili  Pino,  a 
mo»t  jtccurs>ecl  lieretic— and  if  I  lel  Iter  escape 
mC)  mny  my  soul  liowl  in  purgntor)-  for  ever  I 

"  Wilk  arl,  as  deep  and  damnable  ae  that  of  her 
kinsman,  die  has  permitted  the  sacrifice 
of  die  nun  wb<nn  I  placed  in  ber  house,  though 
by  her  creed  it  was  a  heinous  siii,  yet  still  elie 
let  it  be — faisey  eren  in  het  apostacy,  she  used 
nut  the  slightest  effort  to  save  her.  That  schente 
proved  abortive.  1  was  a  tool  to  believe  her 
cafKible  of  uncerity,  even  in  error. 

"  It  is  now,  thcre&re,  to  you,  di  Pino,  that  1 
turn  all  my  hapta.  It  b  to  you  1  uppeal,  to 
Rpport  tlie  aociusiion  you  hare  declared  your- 
aelf  ready  to  brio);  against  her:  but  the  burden 
of  the  righteous  kbour  dudl  be  all  on  me.  It  is 
I  who  will  convoy  the  accusation  to  tho  holy 
tribunal  at  Kotoe — it  is  1  who  will  uury  it 
through,  or  perish.  To  you,  my  friviiil,  I  look 
u  Diy  moHt  important  witness  agaiust  bcr.  I 
have  rveonstdcrcd  all  the  evidcnco  you  recitvd  to 
me,  durijig  your  last  riat,  luiil  find  it  so  ampk*, 
w  cImT)  and  ever)'  wiiy  sufficient,  that  I  ccai-e 
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I  are  now  orer,  <fi  Pbt; ' 

>T«VB  of  vxtdtfitlsMlviKh] 

to  ife  disoiveijr  af  da] 

warn  Rip  tkeir  monL  Ij 

JVO,    that    TIN  Kt  I 

Mid  tfaera 
tpoktf   AaH   be  ^j 
OBHiMdEi  tfas  infbnaiND 

af  ihm ;— «ad  tlBl  nar 

>  Cant  (TAUwko,  iUl  beia 
■aftia  leas^  pRmtj 
Tbis  Eaxwr  poiai  *  | 
my  £  Han,  and  if  ytn  lUii 
iUs  twmcititcg  to  tlu«a«M 
Fatlin-  LAuroMe  v , 
I  <b^  I  will  rnit  hua. 
ae  on  this  Mitlioat  ilrlay.    Hi*^ 
«at  tbu  liie  and  I  laok  fiv  in  )'aa.  my  oU  m' 
waJapyrowd  frieod,  tfcall  go  wiiboat  renni' 


^|M^ 
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Remember,  fli  Pino,  tltnt  no  agent  in  tlie 
discoi-crj'  of  hiddcti  heresy  (the  only  criin* 
ibat  tlic  diiirdi  cnniiiit  ptinlon),  wus  ctct 
left  wiUwul  that  rvwani  tuiA  ruvutir  from 
lb*  MuiitK  an  nmli,  which  i»  tlie  MiifHt  fori'- 
r  of  tlie  reward  aii<l  favour  of  Henvcii.— 


His  nwJiition  taken,  loitloirc,  for  a  timv,  felt 
Fb  rfegtw   of  re]>u»e,  from  Uie   removitl  of   th* 
imicvrtaitity   tlist    had    so    hiiifr   turturcd    him, 
Ftthich  gave  liijn  a  species  of  enjoytnviit  amount- 
ing   almoDi    t«    haiipine^n.      His    ima^iiation 
r^-pLlHi   ill   tli<'   [>ro))h«tiv  piclum   it  drew  of 
bvi  prouil  rntfiny  siibduiNl  ut  last.     He  fancied 
bo  olnndy   mw   her   proud   eye    quendied    lit 
kluime  Mtd  suffiTiitg ;  already  heard  that  voice, 
whoMT  high  uiitltority  had  so  loiig  grated  on  his 
rar,  sutik  to  the  weak  »ob  of  female  agony :  and, 
M  be  dwelt  upon  ht*  perfect  vengeance,  he  was 
nmAy  to  nlluw,   that  yean  of  defeutcd  projecLs, 
and  alwrtivc   ko]ic»,  woiihl  W  a  thousand-fold 
aUin«d  for  by  such  a  tcrmiiuitioii. 
VOL.  il.  N 
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Vniile  these  Frarful  prnjcrtt  worv  gnimlif! 
tnatarinfi;.  the  iinc'ti»»c>oii:<i  object  of  tkitm  i 
aasailcd  from  uiiotbvr  quarter   by  a  uidanm 
which  umclied  kcr  very  tieiu-ly. 

About  a  month  after  the  esct^ic  of  Caodk 
from  Sant'  Cuthcriiia'ti,  the  Abtiew  wMailiif 
witli  JuU«t,  in  hrr  ovni  npartnient,  when  idir  ■« 
told  duU  a  monk,  who  said  lie  had  travrlM 
from  a  di;staiic«,  brg^red  to  wc  her  on  unportvl 
btuiiiOM.  Site  went  immediately  to  tbe  p^iiit 
parlour  of  tltc  conmnti  and  u>  Iter  great  mafm 
«aw  Futlier  Laurence  suiidiitf;  outside  the  fp<^ 
She  perceii-ed  at  once  that  he  brouglii  nrUii- 
choly  news,  Utr  bin  countenance  wore  that  dnol 
air  of  regulated  Horrow,  which  is  intended  to  la- 
nounoe  such.  Gemldine's  first  idea  was,  tbt 
her  hrotlier  was  dead;  but  Fntiier  Lanmwr.  in 
an*wer  to  her  general  inquiry,  correctrd  kr 
injatake,  by  uttering  an  ardent  thanlopri^ 
tor  the  continued  life  and  health  of  hb  iltuwrif 
jwtroiu 

"  And  may  tlte  holy  company  of  ninth  *^ 
blessed  office  it  is  to  "nttii  orer  piety  lad  go- 
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doufineaa  on  eartli,  long  spate  your  tioblc  brother 
to  utt,  holy^  mother  I" 

'*  Amen  !"  waa  die  only  reply  of  Ger»l<lin«. 
"  Bui  iilas  !"  condiuied  Fatli<'r  I^iircnco  in  a 
piteous  u'liiiie^"  his  lovely  heir — tlic  Iiope  of 
yo«r  aiicdent  home — is  gone  !  TIic  ungel*,  oitd 
wliangeU,  have  tak<-ii  him  hack  uiiiongst 
tli«mr 

"  Dead  ?"  exclaimed  GeraUllne  with  much 
emotion,  "  Ferdinand  dead  ?— f$weet  boy— he 
was  too  (rail  a  flower  to  live !  and  yet — I  had 
litUe  thought  he  woiUd  have  gone  so  soon." 

In  anjiver  to  lier  inquirieH  as  to  the  manner  of 

hii  dettlh,  Father  Lanrence   informed  her,   that 

**  die  l>oy  ]iad  evidently  ]iino(t,  after  the  di-purturc 

of  his  sister  aiul  Morgante. — 'At  lint  no  alarm 

wu  felt  ri-«])eeting  liini,  but  lio  gradually  lo»t  his 

appt'tite,  his  sleep,  and  hu  fltrengtii,  from  the 

day  tlt«y  left  Albano, — and  about  a  week  ago,  to 

the  surprise  of  the  whole  liou^chohl,  took  to  hi« 

^   bed  and  died,  after  a  low  but  ra])id  fever  of  «  few 

I  dgyH*  continuance." 

H     The  Abbesa  sited  tome  natural  tears  for  the 
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early  fate  «f  one  so  near  to  her  blood ;  nwi  poin- 
fiilly  uiilici)NUing  llie  ta»k  of  hrraking  it  to  Julifk 
"he  was  urcjjiiriiig  to  Iravc  FmiJht  t^ureim,  r»- 
comnieiuling  liim  to  the  hwpitiility  of  St.  An* 
ilrett's,  wlioii  di&t  holy  man  stopped  her  b;  i 
mying:—  ^ 

*'  Not  yet,  holy  mother ; — 1  have  not  done  my 
in««8f^  to  you. — Thi»  |rrievuiM  ncw-H  in^l  \an 
brcn  broti^tt  to  yoii  by  letter,  or  by  one  ntoit 
easily  spared  from  the  castle,  at  nuch  n  matofflt. 
than  your  ])Our  sen-uit :  but  my  busine»  i)  U 
take  back  the  Lady  Juliet,  now  Hole  Uetrm  id 
hrr  noble  htiiiM,  to  her  nfflicteal  fiirlier — anil  is 
tliLis  holy  mother,  I  may  mitke  no  Helay— not 
even  to  turn  iM<le  for  the  benefit  of  visiting  di* 
tuJy  eommunity  of  St.  Andrea's.  My  orden  an 
preei»e — the  Lady  Juliet  must  d4>part  taWH^t 
inr  a  litter  wliicli  wiut*  itt  muUnews  within  ihc 
court, — your  noble  brother  not  dtoonnf;  to  tnal 
the  uneertuin  ^e«  whidi  m^ht  of^Mne  At 
i«peed  of  her  return  by  sea, — and  nut  niDtng  W 
lose  tlie  time  neecssury  to  ohtiiin  fnmi  HoitM 
by  prayer,  the  wind  that  might  wo/t  her  to  lut 
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Imdng  amiB  with  least  delay. — Wherefore  I 
will  beg  it  of  your  courtesy,  to  Lasteu  t)ie  illu*- 
irious  damsel  with  all  convenient  speed.  H«r 
w&itiiig-woman  stag's  vriibout,  in  case  hex  ser- 
vices cun  stiiy  way  assist  the  needM  prepara- 
timw." 

This  was  a  fitroke  which  poor  Geraldine  wai 
not  pre^iared  tttr.  Her  affection  for  Juliet  had 
completely  orercome  the  tranquil  torpidity  of 
heart,  into  which  she  had  schooled  herself;  and 
tlie  with  of  living  witli  her,  and  for  her,  had 
taken  such  hold  of  her  ima^natioti,  tJiat  tliin 
sudden  destruction  of  ull  her  hopes  quite  over- 
powered hor.  She  left  the  parlour,  without 
■vying  a  word  in  answer  to  tliis  intelligence,  and 
retired  to  her  evil,  that  she  might  recover 
•on«  degre«  of  composure  hefore  she  wught 
Jtiliet. 

Meanwhile  Olive  had  made  her  way  into  the 
i«ry  heart  of  tlie  convent,  and  wan  alrciidy  «ur- 
roundeti  hy  her  dear  fnends,  si>>teni  Ik-atrice, 
Clara,  and  Johanna,  while  the  veiienihte  Martlia 
ipied  benelf  iti  »i-vking  to  return  tlie  lale 
S3 


*•  And  dw  iimt  ow*,'  miied  nrtcr  BcMtier- 
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br  tbp  kpy  for  n  atnui^. — OM  Jaeobo  c«ii 
ordly  rcfu!%-  it." 

"  See,  see,"  cried  Bratricc,  "  th«re  are  » 
lomn  of  die  tauten  ixunm^  to  ils  8ignani>  wlw 
■iU  all  want  to  talk  to  you ;  but  you  mutt  May 
«itli  your  old  frieods,  you  know,  wlion  you  bave 
pKmidi  a  very  sLort  time  to  1>r  vriih  us." 

Juliet  felt  Bome  curiosity  to  know  who  Uiis 
Knui^r  visitor  mi^lit  be,  niid  slie  »te[»ped  out 
apoD  the  balcony  to  reconiioitre.  It  «tis  in  vaiii, 
konver,  that  6bc  tried  to  peneunle  th«  crowd  ol' 
«i!cd  head)),  which  cndrclod  Olive;  she  oiily 
perorived  iJiai  there  was  n  female  among  ihem, 
in  a  black  tlress,  though  evidently  not  »  re> 
Egfoin  halMt.  Giving;  up  the  ntlenpt  to  tn- 
itr  laoe,  Juliet  rjuietly  repeated  herself,  and 
had  agiiin  relurned  to  ber  book,  when  the  voice 
if  Olive  r^aelied  her  ear. 

"And  pray,  how  does  our  yoiing  lady  do?  1 
bdare  1  wm  so  delighted  to  see  you  uU,  iliiii  I 
Mver  had  the  grace  to  aik  for  her  before." 

Jnliet   agaii)  »lopped   into   the  balcony,  and 
0  her    utter  astoimhmcnt,  saw  Olive  iu  deep 
h4 
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.  im  «itb  •  eaoBtensnee  gay  va  wuIh, 
^  vimiow  nrlrne  ihe 
Tbe  iit^*''^  dte  csagbl  ber  mistrert 
C7«v  Wvmr,  tbe  ^ufes  Tsniahed,  and  vvk  ■ 
Infc  mmt  r—^-T  le  lier  dras,  she  miuui 
Jtifict  wiA  n  air  tbu  was  intended  to  inifitW 
|«iAmtd  respect  aod  sorrow.  But  hA 
c^MBjr  uiiuelligSile  to  JuUel,  who  n- 
by  an  e^trr  tBquirr  br 
Pcf^nnd." 
OGf«  Atm  fardi  her  handkerduie^  andsppM 
ka»kre5«9. 

''Haty  \'t^r  exdumed  Juliet,  "iHiatB 
t^,  aateer,  Ofin  ?  Yon  ajv  ooaw  to  bring  ne 
a^wdnaJfidnevs!  ^teak,  bit  not m?" 
**  (Mt,  SgtMca  t  yoor  paw  dear  brvther — " 
"  Mt  dear  Ferduand  T  exdumed  Julwt^ 
*^Oh.  OUre,  wby  dM  Ton  not  send  to  adt  Ar 
laer 

"  I  tboa^  Sigtura,  tfau  rottr  holy  sont,  tb 
bdy  Abbess,  wmtU  be  thv  6tlr»t  penon  M 
tell  yoa  tJic  tad  newt — Father  Laurence  »  mil) 
her." 
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Juliet  aat  down,  and  n-ept   bitterly.     She  felt 
aa  if  &be  liad  never  loved  the  sweet  bny  enough 
p— <dke    remembered  his   innocent  fondness,    hio 
engB^tig  gentleness,  his  n-inniiig  beauty  :   luid 
llrbcit,  alleiigtli,  her  aunt  entered  to  break  to  her, 
as  cautiously  as  might  be,  the  sad  and  sudden 
tidiugi«,  she  found   her  in  a  tttate  tliat  at  once 
■bowed  tlie  news  had  already  reached  her. 
I    Tlteir  tears  flowed  logether,  hut  not  from  the 
pune  cause :  Juliet  wa.s  a<i  yet  totally  uiiconwiouN 
fcf  the  change  thifl  event  van  to  inako   in   licr 
wkole  destiny ;  and   when   Oeraldinc   repeated 
tb«   urgent  orders  of  the  Count   for  her  imme- 
diate return,  her  grief  at  the  separation  from  her 
aunt  knew  no  bounds. 

"  He  wiU  lose  me,  too,  then  !"  she  pa.w>ioiiaIely 
ned.     "  My  aunt ! — I  cannot  live  without 


"What  will   my  fate   be,  Juliet?    w   lately 
bund must  1  regret  that  1  have  ever  known 

"  How  is  all  this  to  end  ?"  cried  the  poor  girl. 
'■Will   you   then   go  (o   England? — You  must 
n5 
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leave  me  bcltiiid — I  onnot  now  leave  my  poor 
filUicr." 

"Juliet,  I  wiU  aever  leave  you,  I  anort 
nanain  here ;  1  am  no  longer  capable  of  mi- 
Centing  m^iielf  with  tlie  exutence  1  hare  lu:bcnt 
led ;  you  bave  sbo vn  me  that  I  may  still  be  lappr. 
Dearest  Juliet,  I  will  obaun  \aKc  (toid  (tamelii 
reagn  my  station;  we  shall  meet  en-  loi^;  ]m 
cannot,  nsyuu  truly  suy,  now  leave  Albwo;  but 
1  will  see  you  there,  and  that  ha  speedily  m  p* 
sible.  1  need  not  now  wait  for  tLe  intelligence 
I  looked  for— every  thing  U  changed." 

Juliet  looked  earnestly  in  the  &ce  of  her  ma\ 
to  ascertain,  if  possible,  what  cliange  sbe  if^* 
of;  but  her  eyes  were  turned  away,  and  ^ 
could  only  see  that,  be  it  what  it  might,  it  ■"»* 
source  of  unnasiness. 

The  present  moment  was  too  painful  for  eii 
of  them  to  wi&h  it  prolonged,  even  had  it  b*** 
in  their  choice;  but  the  impatience  of  Fsib' 
Laurence,  who  had  spent  tlie  short  interval  tkr 
were  tJ^ther  in  seeking  Moigante,  and  bidJinl 
him  prepare  for  the  journey,  now  caused  lu» '" 
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•  aMWt^'  cliot  hastened  their  sejiara- 
don ;  und  before  citltcr  GemltlinO  or  her  tttec« 
had  r«cover«<l  tb«  6m  effect  of  tliU  stunning 
blow,  they  were  nlrt.'ady  some  miles  asunder. 

Morgiuite  wus  )^ieved  in  heart  at  the  U»h  of 
hh  littJe  pliiy-fvlJow ;  but,  in  truth,  he  felt  much 
coiMdlatiou  Kpoa  liiidiiiff,  tliat  it  would  ooauuon 
him  tmuitrdiiitc  rvuiiiMioii  from  ttie  boiidngc  nf 
St.  Catheriii«'s.  Hi«  jokes  hiul  become  ail 
**  Male,  Hut,  tuui  unprofitable,"  and  since  th« 
■f&ir  of  the  iuitlietn,  be  liod  found  his  holy 
imtrooeiises  much  lesit  inclined  to  profit  by  his 
rarioai  aecoinpluhoienta,  ibuii  before.  Insliort. 
be  anticipated  die  freedom  of  Albatio,  itx  woo<ls, 
its  cli&,  and  its  flowery  knolls,  with  delight. 
Poor  Juliet  could  not  shiire  his  feelin<^;  Albano 
bad  never  been  a  happy  home  to  her,  and  now 
the  felt  that  it  would  be  still  less  so.  Ilitiierto 
her  days  had  passett  ebeerlessty  there,  from  the 
want  of  companions  and  friends ;  but  now  she  w^is 
to  feel  tlie  bitter  sorrow  of  having  tost  by  death 
one  of  the  few  objects  she  had  ever  loved.  The 
lif^lit  step  of  Iier  little  brother  would  no  loii^'r  cit- 
n6 
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Una  dw  long  gloomy  gallerioA ;  and  Lcr  ttTangrr 
fneoil,  Vuifrt,  aa  she  bad  now  Ivamrd  to  oD 
him.  who,  fat  a  few  slkort  moDths  of  her  cxistcJ 
mcF,  had  shed  light,  Ufr,  warmth,  and  anunadoii  ~ 
Orcr  the  doll,  cold  htstarj-  of  her  existeoce,  he,  tao, 
WW  lost  to  her,  and  probalily  for  ever;  lor  m 
wh&t  vise  could  Ummc  ominous  words  of  her  suit 
refer — "  Every  thing  is  changed !" — "  Chs&g'^ 
iiMle«d !"  thougfat  Juliet ; "  uid  I,  too,  am  chcngei 
and  a  thousand  timet  lea    fit   to    endnrt  ^ 
dull  cold  life  of  Albono,  than   1  o-as  before  ' 
leftlL" 

These  painful  meditatioos  were  too  htPfi 
upon  her  spirits,  to  permit  ber  finding  codmV 
tioD  from  the  rrmarkaUe  increase  of  mpect  nf 
ward»  brr,  which  she  ubsrrved  in  tlie  duuidHs 
both  of  Fatbt-r  Laurence  and  Olive.  Itutni  *^ 
the  tone  of  iiwtruction  and  rebuke,  to  which  ^ 
had  been  accustomed  fn>ni  the  one,  and  the  pert 
flippancy  of  unchecked  fiunitiurity,  to  wliieiiW 
had  been  oUigeil  to  submit  from  the  vA"- 
she  was  now  treated  by  both  as  a  pi?Tson  nvf 
second  in  consvqacocc  to  the  Count  hiiosrl'^ 


i 


THE  ABBBHS. 


IiidifTerent  as  hIic  was  to  this  clicui^-,  it  vnn  too 
ol>vioiis  not  to  attract  ber  ntU'iitiaii;  but  the 
•mile,  wliicli  such  a  dwpluy  uf  [Kiltry  f<i-liiig 
migltt  be  well  calculated  to  excite,  was  turned  to 
a  aigb,  as  shv  rccotlvctcil  tli«  catwe  of  it. 

Not  ail  tho  si-dulvus  uttcntion  of  lier  otifte- 
t|uiou<i  comp«iiion»  wmlil  jirevent  the  journey 
from  liciiig  one  of  fiitlgue  and  bpiivinLiw ;  lUid 
wketi  Juliet  reached  tlie  castle,  <die  felt  *o  tlio* 
nniglily  unwell,  tliat  nothing  but  u  strong  feelin); 
of  duty  could  have  prevented  lier  immediately 
retiiing  to  bed. 

She  foiinti  her  father,  a»  she  expected,  in  a 
state  of  the  most  clamorous  grief;  but  the  ex- 
preflsioti  of  it  wa*  mingled  wirb  |iroiest,iliona  of 
his  devoted  alTeciion  to  herself.  His  conversa- 
tion, iiide*il,  WW  a  sort  of  sw-naw  between  his 
despair  for  tlic  1ib«  of  his  son,  and  h»  expecta- 
tion of  happinew)  from  the  recovered  ]>resence  of 
his  daughter. 

"  No  fatlier  ever  lost  so  fair  a  son — the  uniletl 
world  cannot  pro<iuce  his  eqind,"  said  he;  "  but 
at  least,"  he  continued,  a  moment  after,  "  it  may 
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be  Uic  boBitt  of  Albano,  that  if  its  male  tine  ball 
(ai.UA  )t^  ancient  poesessions  will  descend  >|>aa 
gitc  wlio  will  m^te  the  glory  and  (he  [iivle  of.  1 
triutt,  the  noblest  husband  in  Italy." 

Juliet,  wlu>  really  felt  the  most  tender  pity  fat 
her  father's  loss,  exerted  herself  with  unnrring 
sH-eetiiL-Nt  to  console  him  for  it;  but  tbmgkU* 
pride  wan  contiiiuallY  sootlicd  by  antieipatioM  W 
llie  prodigious  alliance  he  intended  ihe  sbMld 
make,  it  was  very  evident  lo  all  who  saw  bim, 
that  his  MMi'»  dmtli  had  given  him  a  shock  wbck 
he  would  nerer  recover.  ■ 

His  character,  natiirally  ferhlc  and  fretful, 
now  became  so  querulous  as  M-riously  la  aCect 
bis  health.  'I'he  moM  trifling  thing  tliat  thHWted 
his  humour,  ho  declared  to  have  been  caused  by 
di«rcspecti  on  occvtint  of  the  a|)prouchiiig  oBM- 
hiUuion  of  hU  nice :  and  his  coiitndiotory  or 
pricot,  in  regard  to  ynot  Juliet,  almost  wore  ift 
to  deiitli.  Someliinefl  be  ordered  ihe  vfaole 
housiehold  to  attend  him,  and  formally  preccmbf 
Juliet  to  them,  as  their  liege  lady,  conauuM 
tluit  she  should  be  treated,  in  e^-ery  re!^>ccta><f 
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•h«  were  iilreadj-  tlic  »ole  representative  «f  liis 
nobk-  iiout4e.  'Hiw  ocTemony  was  repented  tlircc 
timet  in  the  cuuree  of  tUe  week  after  her  return. 
Sometimtw  h«  would  burst  into  a  fit  of  tuicoti- 
Irollablc  rage,  because  lie  fancied  tliat  iliey 
trcatetl  her  with  more  love  and  reverence  thitn 
they  bad  ever  shown  to  hU  lamented  m>ii. — 
Father  Laurence  assured  Olive,  thai  his  patron 
oould,  ill  his  present  melancholy  eoiiditinu,  alTutd 
ample  empktj-meRt  to  at  least  three  confessors : — 
"  For,"  said  he,  )-awiita|f,  "  wliat  wiili  hearing 
his  confessions,  and  ^rrantin^  ahsolutioas  atlmi- 
niHterittg  spiritiiat  consohitioa,  by  promising  a 
U^h  station  in  heaven  to  him;  and  temporal 
comfort,  by  prophesying  a  high  station  on  earth 
to  litN  chinghter,  I  an)  so  completely  tired  by  tlie 
time  the  day  it  (lone,  that  were  it  not  for  tlie 
Count's  fancy  of  lying  late  in  bed  of  a  moroijig, 
I  realty  do  lliink  I  must  give  up  my  place." 

Olive  sympathized  witli  liim  most  feelingly, 
declaring  tliat  it  was  quite  impossible  for  fle»h 
and  blood  to  bear  it  much  longer. 

"  Fool  that  1  was,"  slic  cuntinui'd,  "  I  fau- 
10 
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ci«cl  il  vras  H  fine  piece  of  promotion  (or  mrlo 
have  an  heireniH  to  wait  u[m>ii,  inNtaiw)  of  u  litd« 
fowl  of  a  gir]  tliat  wits  to  br  pnckvd  off  to  n  uun- 
■my;  and  bo  it  miglit,  if  our  ([uvcr  uld  Cuuni 
vrould  but  let  her  aloR«,  for  ^hc  l-t  not  one  id 
give  her^tf  iiini ;  1  mmt  wty  ttuu  for  lier :  wnl 
»e\-er  spoke  to  me  more  kiiidly  in  her  life  dm 
since  she  has  been  lady,  as  one  may  say,  nf  tH 
this  ground,  castle,  and  estate :  bm  my  lord'* 
whims  are  quite  unbearable,  Father  I^iireDce: 
Mid  if  you  don't  put  him  upon  n  little  (lenilenR, 
or  sumetliitig  of  that  sort,  I  really  think  I  mmt 
fpi  homer  to  my  mother.  Il  quite  makes  me  ill 
dial's  the  rfol  truth;  nnil  you  know,  Falhrr 
l^iureiice,  I  never  was  very  strong.'* 

It  wax  Mnall  cwnfort  to  poor  Juliet,  di 
these  tedious  duj's  of  im\'arying  duUacMt  but 
ever  tu'w  vo^fiitions,  that  iJie  vnut  reminded  from 
moniing  to  night  of  her  own  increased  iIBpar^ 
ance ;  never  did  any  one  among  the  throng  d 
dignity- bunlened  m<»1aLs  who  walk  the  nitlb 
feel  so  oppressed  by  tbeir  loiul  a*  Juliet.  TV 
long  baraiifTiics  upoii  her  prevent  stutiou  and  ht 
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are  prospects  were  not  only  to  be  heard,  but 
answered. 

"  Is  it  not  a  blessing,  lady  Juliet?"  said  the 
poinpi>U)i  old  roan, — "  is  it  iivt  a  blessing,  that 
you  liad  not  completed  your  noviciate  before  thin 
heavy  stroke  fvU  upon  our  house  ?" 

*'  Certainly,  f^r,"  »lie  replied. 

"  Does  not  your  ladyship  feel  the  immense 
imporuuioe  which  attadiea  to  your  person  under 
the  present  cireumstiuicoi  f  Arc  you  fully  aware 
of  this,  hidy  Juliet  7" 

"  I  hope  so,  Sir." 

'*  Vou  answer  wcU  ;  God  forbid  it  diouhl  bo 
otherwise  !  I  should  believe  the  nirth  ilxelf 
was  drawing  near  its  fiiiiil  dissolution,  if  I  Mtw 
the  slightest  reason  to  fear,  tliat  tlte  heiress  of 
Albano  was  unconscious  of  the  high  dvHtiny  to 
klAicb  it  hath  plcused  God  iind  tlie  holy  \'irgin 
to  call  her.  Give  mo  the  satisfaction  of  hearing 
yon  avow  your  feelings  on  this  subject." 

"  It  shall  be  the  study  of  my  life,  my  dearest 
&theT,  on  this,  and  every  other  subject,  to  render 
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cndrallf  vTuii^  his  tile  sway,  wa>  cotMf 
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Ak  primary  source  of  the  ides  wliicb  suggested 
StKlf  to  her  for  Iiis  relief. 

I    « Why,"    tlwught  Juliet,    "  sJiould   not  my 

^Btr   marry   agiuii?     I   need    be   no  burden 

i^NMi  him.     IIh-  iuu|)te  fortune  whieh  my  aimt 

failwrite<l  from  her  mother,  will  enable  her  to 

tike  me  off  fai«  hands ;  he  »  still  fnr  from  aged ; 

■nitfhe  listen  to  tlm  proposal,  life  will  again 

(fcn  before   liim  witli  liojie  and  gladness 

>4ile  I ever)-  tiling  would  again  be  changed, 

ml  my  unnt   miglit   still    hv   the  fairy  ged- 
BHhff  wlio  nhotdil  ndv  my  destiny." 

Such  were  the  mttlitatinits  of  Juliet;  and 
lAer  veighiug  them  for  several  days,  she  doter- 
ained  to  speak  on  rbv  ^Hl>ject  to  her  fatliiT,  in 
lb  nwtncT  mo«t  likely  to  wmtlie  hiit  feelings,  and 
luiic  his  ho{>e». 

VTtiii  tliin  view,  ihe  rather  encouraged  than 
ducked  the  melandioly  train  of  tliou^hts  into 
vhiefa  he  fell,  on  olwer%'i»g  some  toy  of  hia 
W  FerdiniUHi's  lying  among  tlie  flowers  in  the 
gvdeii,  where  slie  was  walking  irilh  him. 
loHead  of  answerii^,  Ha  she  wiuaJly  did,  by 
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expr<>«(ing  her  liope  that  time  wouM  Kpftrn  hitj 
gn«f,  !<lie  dilated  upon  ilie  im'vitabli:  cxtiuclinn 
of  tlieir  and«nt  name,  obwn-iiig',  tint  howrm^ 
well  she  miglii  nuury  in  acoonUncv  villi  U) 
wishes,  tlie  ruuno  of  Albnno  woiili)  not  thetttf  , 
be  mved  from  ()erttitiinfr. 

"  Aiid    wlierefnre    point    ibat    Aut    la  mt. 
wretched  girl  ?"  cried  the  Count,  filing  my  » '■ 
a  violent  parojcysni  of  <iorrow :   "  <li)  yi>u  tlnnli 
1  forfrtrt  it  for  s  iiiiigle  moment  ?    Do  you  (iitA 
1  can  look  at  tlie  watb  of  my  castle — at  llie  nnct 
of  my  ancestors — or  even  al  the  mvble  in^ 
that  bare  corered  their  honoured  relics  for  ^es 
without  feeling  the  pang  of  knowing,  that  sho 
1  lie  down  bcwide  them,  our  house,  our  hoMtml 
aye,  and  our  ver>'  groves,  must  pass  into  ditl 
hands  of  a  stranger  ?" 

'*  It   is,   Indeed,   a  mournful  id««.  my 
fatlicr,"   replied  Juliet ;    "  so  mournful,  tlm  '■ 
own   I   am  surprised  you   hnvc   ucvn  tami 
your  attention   to   the  only    me«ns   of  artfJ-J 
iiig  it." 

"  What  mean*  ?     S])cak,  cliiUI, — wliai  in»!« 
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t,  ttiat  can  arert  [lie  stroke  of  {ate — avert 
!  alw !  it  lins  already  &llen." 

"  My  dear  lalJier,"  said  Juliet,  half  friglitened 
n  her  tuid(Ttakii)(i^ ;  "  may  I  ftjiealc  to  you  freelj', 
tite  t}Kiu^liK  which  tJii«  sad  event  lus  given  rise 
to?" 

"  Yes,  bdy  Jtdiet,  speak  what  you  nill, — 
HdB  for  comfort — you  have  not  tlic  power  to 
feeit.- 

"  But  Heaven  has,  my  dear  fether,"  she  re- 
jfllL  "  Wliy  nhuidd  you  not  agnln  marry  ? — 
W^  AoiaM  you  not  i^aiQ  )>ccoine  the  &ther  of 
■isy  H>  lovely  as  our  poor  Ferdinand  ?" 

TV  Counl  stojtped  short,  and  fixed  faia  eyes 
ifea  her  with  an  expresntHi  of  almost  comic 
alnriiatian. 

"  Heaven  surely  speaks  by  yottr  organs  my 
'ui^liler !  You  have  the  feee  of  an  anj^el^  and, 
I  »ell  believe,  llie  wisdom  of  one.  It  should 
Vrm  a«  if  tlie  lioly  \'ir{ipn  herself  had  inspired 
I'Du,  ny  child ;  doubtless,  it  b  her  will,  that  yoD 
■HmM  uitl  be  one  of  the  cloistered  maids,  wlio 
pve  ibeir  holy  lives  to  sbg  her  praise !" 


3S6 


THS  ABBESS. 


**  Thai  pan  ot  dte  BTTan^^MRent,'*   tb«u^ 
Jotirt,   "naT  be  settled  afi^rvards;"  but  d<y 
JMfktwt   to  fj"^   ber  omlettakinff  so  iii&dltly| 
CMS  dm  At  expected,  s)i«  hasuued,  >iihj 
reoewed  Hopes,  to  strragtben  the  unprcsuoo  if 


It  ra.  howevet,  quite  unnece«ary  todsN 
It  k  eertain  that  tlus  br^bi  idea,  obriousMi 
wa,  had  Bern  occurred  to  tbe  minil  of 
CovM.  Wken  ke  loM  hu  son,  he  b^» 
tUnk  ot  hta  dangbter;  and  bis  entire  it 
had  been  occupied  by  eonnderinff,  what 
liage  fbr  her  was  within  bis  power  to  aiTui^% 
which  would  give  the  grealeHt  gratilicUioR  to  Us 
nmiiy.  ^^^| 

But  that  the  marria^  should  be  amuiged  fat 
himylf  instead,  wns  a  prodi)>ioQsi  improimneitt 
upon  this ;  and  no  sooner  bad  he  conceived  tbe 
notion,  than  be  became  an  altered  man.  HI* 
step,  as  he  returned  to  tiie  I'astle,  van  a^^un  fim 
and  Htately ;  fac  tvas  once  more  rather  taller  tlm 
nature  intended ;  and  the  roioe,  with  which  ba_ 
ordered  &  serrant  be  cucouutcnxt  at  the  door,  i 
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Fnthcr  Latironcc  to  bim,  was  as  proud  as 
if  be  were  fdretidy  the  &tlier  of  as  man)-  sons  aa 
Priam. 

The  Confessor  obcy«d  tlic  sununons  with  tlie 
mournful,  cat-like  step,  wbicb  had  become  geiietrtl 
tfarouglioiit  tiic  casUv.  Sinc«  the  death  of  clt« 
young  heir,  no  one,  in  tlitf  preticnvc  of  the  Count, 
Imd  evvr  spoken,  cxct'])tiiig  in  a  wltiMper,  luid  no 
one  liud  moved,  hut  witli  the  cautious  stillness 
tliai  iM'lits  tilt'  diainber  of  dcittli. 

Fiithvr  LatireiK'i:,  nccordiii^ly,  ojiencd  lh« 
tloor,  m  if  fcurin^  the  sound  shoul<l  jur  tli« 
nerves  of  his  nick  and  captious  pulron,  iuid  great 
indeed  vtan  his  surjirisc,  when  hv  was  greeted  l)y 
a  loud  and  alm<t«t  cheerful — 

'*  Come  ill,  good  Fatlier ;  come  in." 
Well  pnurtised,  as  was  our  good-hearted  friend, 
in  divining  tlie  wishes,  and  catching  the  lone  of 
the  Count,  he  was  on  tlus  occasion  utterly  thrown 
out.  and  ventured  upon  no  nearer  approach  to 
i)-tnpathy,  tbitn  by  a  sort  of  gentle  smile,  wbicb 
n^lit,  witli  propriety,  have  been  accompanied 
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by  the  wor*b,  "  I  think  you  seem  bcHer," : 
attdrCMMl  to  »  dying  mui. 

"  1  wLib,  Father  Laoreooe,  you  would  sn  I 
that  Bernardo  takes  good  care  of  my  jeniKU' 
begau  th«  inspired  noblenian;  <'a»  u>  Uxeliuut- 
iags,  I  will  have  them  Dew;  criinwin  and  pUti 
lemember ;  let  the  order  be  sent  to  Venice  mik-l 
out  delay;  and  let  Olive  be  told,  that  ^e  mist| 
be  mindfiU  of  the  laces  for  my  niffis." 

Fatliei  Laurence  stood  before  the  Count,  w  1^1 
gare  these  orders,  with  (he  air  of  a  man  t«aj 
much  surprised  eren  to  attempt  compTeheiiiiiuCJ 
the  meaning  of  what  he  beard. 

Tlie  Count  perceived  his  sslouishmrnt,  and] 
feeling  the  more  dispLessed  at  it,  from  the  con* 
sciou^ness  thnt  it  was  reasonable,  eschumpd  io 
no  very  gentle  accent: — 

"  Why  stare  you  «o  wildly,  sir?  Dot*  jow 
wisdom  Biippow,  tliat  becaiiMj  tlie  heart  of  > 
teiMler  fiuher  lias,  for  a  rime,  been  iu  sorro*  ft* 
a  dear  son'ti  Ii»»,  he  mutsl,  therefore,  never  ivli 
on  horseback  more  ?" 


THE  AUUEM. 

*'  I  rejoice,  my  son — "  began  Fatlwr  I^nrciiw 
CBatiouxly. 

**  Vi'f.]],  well,"  intemipteti  l}i«  nnimnred  Count, 
*'  1  hope  you  will  rejoice.  Let  my  »U*<«itrd 
know  lliat  1  musl  liave  the  price  of  tlie  he.nit  lie 
»  about  to  »ell,  witli  as  little  ileUiy  9»  [lowible; 
Slid  look  ycrn.  Father  Laurence,  let  me  hnve  tlie 
niiTOr  which  hati^  in  the  late  Countess'a  clonet 
remoretl  into  my  own— and — 1  shall  want  my 
beani  trimmed  to-morrow." 

Father  L»uri-nce  retired  from  the  preftence  of 
hb  patron  wilhiKii  utii-riii^  a  wrord,  anil  instantly 
■ou^it  lady  Juliet,  to  uliom  he  described  the 
very  sinfrnlar  clianjre  which  had  taken  place  in 
ibe  manner  and  appearance  of  her  fallier,  hinting 
hU  fi.<ar,  lliat  the  great  Horrow  which  hatl  lately 
Ulen  upon  him,  had  probably  unsettled  his 
bntn. 

Juli«Tt  could  with  difEcuItj-  preserve  her  gravity, 
at  she  listened  lo  this  statement ;  but  triUy  re- 
joiced to  liiid  that  her  counsel  vrus  likely  to  pro- 
_  due*'  such  immediate  effect,  slie  tliought  it  ad- 
B  vuable  to  remove  tlie  mist  which  enveloped  tbfi 
^^  »OI_  II.  o 
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bculties  of  Fatlier  I^nroncv,  by  tettDf  Ui 

tbnt  frxxn  wliat  Itiul  |>us»i>4l  between  W  firito 
and  hrnscif  that  mnrning,  she  bad  reason  ta  bif 
it  was  his  purponc  to  xevk  coDSoktion  for  k> 

loM— 

**  By  devoting  bimwlf  to  the  clwsier  T  oW 
Father  Laur^tK-p, «ugerly  iiiterru|ilin^  iter;  "il 
in  just  what  I  cspected;  dear,  pious  noblcnoa' 
he  iDUst  indecil  be  well  prepared  with  gM: 
tJiere  be  many  ihingti  that  will  be  needful  far 
him ;  thpre  u  the  offcriujc  for  the  altar ;  and  it 
tisual  fee  for  the  \&y  brethren ;  besides  the  ib*- 
tioiis  aiid  ijenofections,  and " 

Juliet  could  reusi  no  longer,  but  buret  bUN 
imcontrollahlf  a  Bt  of  laughter,  that  Father  lat- 
rence  stoo<l  perfectly  confouitded,  and  begioto 
suKpect,  iJffit  some  memal  infirmity  bad  alticM 
both  futlier  and  daughter. 

A  few  tnoments,  however,  sufficed  to  mak*  hi«' 
understand  the  nature  of  the  conaolatioo,  tHA 
it  nils  the  purp(M>  uf  his  noble  peitileni  lo  tri^'- 
but  he  vms  scarcely  disposed  to  believe  JuHri  n 
her  ri^it  senses,  when  lie  perceived  that  «b 
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Ippeared  «iiic«rcly  delighted  nt  the  prospect  of 
n  cvvntj  wkidi  would  be  likely  to  rob  her  of  all 
be  wlvaiitages  she  had  gaioed  by  the  death  (^ 
Perdinuiid. 

Her  joy,  however,  was  as  lasting  as  sincere ; 
md  Deter  wm  a  dLoititerosled  act  more  inline- 
iiat«ly  productive  of  good  resulta  to  the  doer  of 
it,  than  was  this  of  Juliet.  Her  father,  entirely 
occupied  in  preparing  for  the  ntiptiuli  which  he 
only  waited  for  the  expiration  of  htn  fir^t  moiirn- 

if  to  arrange,  gave  her  no  trouble  or  embar- 
SAsment  whatever ;  «he  i>"ns  mistress  of  her  time, 
Bod  of  the  Kvflt  under  tlie  chestnut-tree;  and 
though  every  hour  seemed  two,  which  passed 
ithout  receiving  tidings  of  her  aunt,  they  were 
dieertsl  by  hope,aiul  occupied  by  delightful  pliuia 
for  the  future. 
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I  >iU  fol  off  in«  bopc.  imd  ketrp  it  no  kmgcr  for  arr  &«»«- 

Siuurutt- 


TiiK  momenger  who  conveyed  tlic  lctt«[  of  (^  . 
Abbot  of  St.  Andrea's  to  Father  DaminiAl 
brought  back  the  following  answer  to  it,  «w 
as  little  dcluy  a»  ]>os8ibIc. 


**  Most  HOKoi;itED  Fbiekd, 

"  It  waa  witliout  any  feeling  of  surprioe,  Atf 
I  learnt  what  the  conduct  of  the  Abb«m  of  S>o' 
Catherina'fl  bad  been,  on  the  occasion  of  imnD'    i 
ing   tke   Qun    Camilla.     Though   peraonaDf  ^M 
strainer  to  tliis  most  pestilent  hypocrite,  I  hf 
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beard  enough  of  her,  both  from  you,  and  fniin 

others,  lo  be  fully  awBie  of  her  real  clisractcr. 

Koi^ive  me,  my  broiher,  if  I  even  venture  to 

BUggest    that    it    is   possible    I    may   know    tliis 

Abbea§  still  better  tban  you  do.     Notwith-stand- 

ing    tbe  atrodoiitt  wickednewi   wbicb,  doubtlem, 

you  tH>  justly  attribute  to  her,  I  am  well  assured 

that  her  weakness  is  that  of  a  child  in  all  that 

coucerns  the  suffering  which  it  is  the  duty  of 

Uie  church  to  inSict  on  otfentlers.     Wherefore  I 

do  not  believe,  whatever  you  may  bare  seen  or 

Iieard  to   the  contrary,  that  tlie   nnn    Camilla 

really    did    suffer    execution    in     her    convent. 

There  a  one  amongiit  us  who  kiiowit  tbis  denil- 

dinc  d'Albano  well ;   one   Fruncesco  Gurrwni ; 

b«  ia  a  lay  brother  of  uur  comitiututy.  and  bus 

for  many  yi>an  filled  the  place  of  maiiciiile  at 

Santa  Croev,  but  fwmierly  wm  a  MTviuf;  man  in 

the  castle  d'Albano. 

"  lliw  man  knew  Creraldine  d'Albano  from  the 
^ttUr  of  lier  birth)  to  tluit  in  which  she  left  her 
^fttlier's  nntle,  to  take  the  vows  at  .Siuit*  Catlie- 
riaa's ;  and  upon  my  examining  him  as  tu  her 
o3 
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AMHtil  temper,  stm^^  of  sund,  aiul  tb?  Itkr, 
he  fare  me  aach  *n  Kcnunt  of  ha.  as  M 
omnaee  me  tfaat  on  ikis  point  you  arc  ■»■ 
■bo. 

**  You  state  expliciiJy.  my  broilier,  Uut  Ae 
i;r«iit  is  ov«r ;  trust  me,  if  Uiia  be  w^  ihe 
Snmi  aone  aeans  of  dndiii^  your 
Be  not  Mdified  witk  kariiig  secu  the  mtti 
prrfonncd  before  yuat  eye*,  nnlcsi  yon  b' 
most  certain  proof,  iliat  no  qipMiunkr  i' 
mrtn^  tlte  aiminal  couU  occur  aitetmrii., 
I  know-  traihing  of  tlie  localities  of  Nant' 
rin&'s,  and  can  therefore  give  no  Ofuiiisn 
to  the  possibility  or  iraponubiliiy  of  ihu;  brt 
yoo  are  to  fiill  pmsesuon  of  sll  the  infa- 
mation  aeoessary  lo  form  a  judgment  ob  tk 
Hubject ;  and  1  earnestly  cnunsel  yoo,  my  btotliR> 
not  to  suffer  any  thing  short  of  absolute  cci- 
tainly,  to  conviiicv  you  that  die  nun  Cuilb 
bm  nctnally  perisbcd  in  the  way  yoa  »ip|MHt- 
May  I  be  right  in  my  suspicions !  and  m; 
you,  my  brother,  find  means  to  discover  tbi ' 
am  M>!  think  of  die  inenmble  perditiao  sk^  * 


CmbM 
lisa  »^ 


bring  upon  hw ;  ibink  of  tlte 

rie  duo  to  liim,  who  s>buitU)  niukc  ihe  dis- 
of  sudi  apindlui^  dereliction  at  duty  in  a 
uo,  who  has  lorded  it  tlius  long  aiaun^  tlit- 
■t  and  tlie  lioUcnt  of  the  diurch !  My 
Affir,  my  heart  glows  with  holy  joy  hs  1 
lit  of  this ;  Listen  then  to  your  poor  friuid, 
\  if  Uie  &iat«iit  tihadow  of  possibility  atiacJies 
du»  saBpicion,  aift  it  to  ili«  boltooi— w  shall 
I  li^teous  flourisit,  arid  siiuient  pemh  in  ike 
f !  For  all  ikat  cmieertui  loy  teslimonj',  be  sure 
(ill  be  8U«b  BR  you  wLih  to  find  iL  I  havt- 
obt,  thai  a  proper  examinatioa  coukl  be 
\te  produee  muck  that  might  be  useful, 
[tfa«  Confenor,  aitd  the  voniuit  Olivo; 
I  would  have  thi-m  sununouMl.  us 
desire;    but  as  to  ibe  Count,  I  doubt  if 

El  either  aid,  or  ntar  your  purpose.     He 
r  a  weak-iniiidod  lOiin,  (liougb  a  devout 
;   and,  Hiiicc  the  death  of  his  beir.  is  said 
lave  Ealleu  into  gttat  fe«blt!iu-«s  hotb  of  body 
jnind.     I  sliiill  be  in  waiting  to  receive  and 
sununoits  of  llie  boly  office,  and  will 
o4 
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b«  cardiil  that  tbc  witnesses  from  tbe  casjie  iM 
not  l>e  delayed. — Farewell" 

On  readiug  tlils  letter — Ifiidore'i  emotion; 
were  so  strong,  that  his  first  action  waa  W  rite 
and  fasten  the  bolt  of  his  door,  that  no  eye  m^l 
penetrate  his  sanctuary,  b«fore  he  had  subdutd 
them.  This  done,  he  gave  himself  up,  forife" 
short  tnomenis,  to  an  intensity  of  enjojiQcoi  dix 
he  had  not  tasted  for  years — **  Admirable  di 
Pino  !"  he  exclaimed  in  cxbkcy,  "  tbon  sbh  tx 
grent  for  this. — What  strange,  and  almmt  hvi 
blindness  has  heen  upon  me  !  Oi  Pino,  I  will  k 
irue  to  thee — thou  art  my  good  angel,  and  1  »ill 
have  thee  ever  near  me — yet  has  she  \tseA  itrt> 

little  short  <^  magic,  if  «he  has  done  it tbtf 

fainting  then  was  feigned — she  must  have  bil 
Iwrself  within  the  diapel — Woman— Deri)'- 
whati'ver  thmi  art,  'tis  strange  if  thou  eatnst  no* 
escape  me  [" 

This  letter  reached  Isidore  at  night,  and  tt 
was  not  without  a  strong  effwt,  thai  he  deter- 
miiiod  to  wail  till  morning  for  ll>e  examination 
faia  soul  ibiraled  to  make. 
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As  curly  oil  tlie  following  <lay,  as  it  wiu*  [nm- 
ble  to  pnMtciit  liintsvir  M  Saiit'  CilttK^rina'H,  Out 
1  mn  before  the  gMn — he  wiw  slwwn  lo 
le  purlour,  and  GL-ruUlinv  immnlJat^ly  ohi^yi-d 
bw  rcquf»t  Id  ncc  hvr. 

He  addn-s^ed  Irt  uith  even  more  tliaii  tinuiil 
courtmty,  and  inquired  fur  her  lienUh  witli  tcdiouH 
particulurity,  thut  he  might  have  time  to  read^  iii 
die  sweet  compaoire  of  her  nohle  countenance, 
the  peace  und  tntritiuillity  which  produimod  her 
gmit. 

Having  enjoyed  this  study  m  lonj^  as  he 
wislied,  he  oddrewcd  her  in  an  accent  of  more 
thua  ordinury  gviitlcncsHi  saying; : — 

"  My  reason  for  intrudinjj;  upon  yuu  at  thi« 
early  hour,  holy  mother,  w  lliut  I  might  state  t<» 
you,  with  tlie  lenst  pota.il)le  Iom  of  time,  some 
ratlier  nhinniii|r  itiforination  which  I  received 
last  tiigbt  rejipiN;tiiig  tJie  roun<lHtions  of  tlii* 
huihlini;, — some  fishermen  told  tJie  m-rvjoit*  of 
St  Andrea')),  who  very  properly  hrought  i}i«> 
ill tel notice  to  me,  tliat  tlierc  arc  symptoms  of 
Ihe  gea-wsl)  beneatli  the  elinpel-ternu-e  giviii){ 
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way — this  is  alarming,  and  must  be  looked  to, 
without  Lo»  of  time." 

Gfrnl'liii«  turned  very  pale,  but  rallied  b- 
atantly,  mhI  Ruid  wiili  Aufficieiit  vatd^sUiw  to 
nccount  for  the  vmottuii  sUm  was  am-are  of  bviif 
shown  •• — 

"I  trust  oar  beautiful  chapel  is  not  en- 
dangered by  it?  at  all  crenls,  my  lord,  Ivi'^ 
send  immediately  fur  workmen  to  cxumine  it-" 

"  You  will  do  well,  holy  mother,"  replied  it* 
Abbot;  "but  1  will  beg  you  instantly  tn  ord« 
that  torches  be  made  ready  to  attcod  me ;  my 
duty  ri>quircs  tliat  I  should  mj'self  e.xamiiie  ^ 
citnitely  the  state  of  the  rault«t  which  suppi"t 
the  cbnpeUterrace ;  your  illness,  holy  awtl"''' 
prevented  my  returning  to  you  the  key  of  liM* 
dungeons,  on  the  night  we  had  occasion  to  uf 
them,  and  t  have  it  ready." 

Oeraldinc  felt  that  all  was  io§t. 

She  remained  silent  and  motionleu  in  Ii^ 
timr,  as  if  fixed  there  by  the  spell  of  an  cd- 
cbanler;  while,  drawing  himseU' up  (o  the  fuU'^ 
extent  of  his  lofty  stature,  Isidore  stood  \>f^'^ 
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'.  {ti'layinif  for  aii  insOuit  Uie  last  ful)  amu* 

inuic«  of  bi»  triuinpL,  ilmt  lie  mrght  vnjoy  tli« 

Ueliciwu  spectacle  of  her  abasenicat. 

t     At  last  (lien,  be  Raw  tItU  ])rou<l  aiid  haird 

urotuaii  witliin  his  grasp — at  lasl,  lie  *nw  the  ryi- 

fpt  bw  eiiemy  sink  beneath  \m  owti. 

I     For  one  s)iort  moment  she  felt  wholly  suhilutnl, 

and   tlutt   moment   mu   a   bilti-r  one^ — htit   tKe 

weakness   lasted   no  longer.      She  rememlK-rt-il 

tfat  tlie  tlircDiteiieil  danger  would  fall  upon  tier- 

ktf  akmc  }-~4bo  remoiiibored    tluit  JuUel  vm 

Bkp-«sd  Camilla   free.      I-ler    wonted  spirit 

^^n  ro*o  witliin  her,  oiid   the  itame  smile  of 

eold  contempt,  that  hud  m  often  maddened  him. 

Ki^ii  curled  her  lips,  lu  she  replied  : — 

"  Vpur  lonUltip's  wUchfuliiCNt  far  our  i-uii- 
vent'n  safely  demantU  my  grateful  tiianks.  Out 
•ervunb  shall  attend  you." 

Siit  wa»  about  to  leave  the  rooii),  but  turned 
bkckt  when  be  answered,  "  I  need  itut  troiihlv 
four  people,  holy  tnotlier — I  oomo  provided 
witli  my  own — all  that  I  need,  ts  light  to  luwift 
uiir  exainiiiaiions.  Be  pleased  to  order  that  the 
06 
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torcluui  b«  made  ready, — aad  periaps,  boly 
mothvT,  you  will  do  me  tb«  lavour  of  rMeini| 
my  re|K>rt  in  perwii." 

Tlitt  Abbc«»  bovrcd,  uid  left  ibr  roun  wkb- 
out  uny  furtbcr  reply. 

Ah  i>th«  paiwcd  ulo«^  th«  pwwuf^  ibat  Id 
frum  ihv  parlour  t»  Uitt  stnins  »bv  nw  fnm  * 
window,  which  apt'iiod  upon  the  inner  court  if 
Uie  oouvctitr  tbat  scretnl  mvii  worv  ittnlKuwd 
witbin  iL  TbiH  unusual  inutuiion  at  aOH 
nnnounoed  to  licr  th«  fiict,  tbnt  Isidore  hiJ 
come  fully  prepared  to  fiud  tbat  Camilla  hd 
escaped,  antl  to  secure  immediately  the 
HUflpectcd  of  having  agisted  her  in  doing 
that  i>he  hervolf  must  tieccsmrily  bo  liK-  ftn( 
object  of  Huch  suspicion,  eould  not  for  a  at- 
ment  be  doubted:  but  it  was  not  thh,  tlut 
once  more  i>hoolt  the  coura^  of  Gcraldio^- 
h«r  thoughts  instantly  turned  to  CamilU — IM 
■he  then  been  discovered  ?  waa  obe  agiin 
williin  tlic  power  of  the  church  ?  Had  all  &f 
danger  riKked,  and  the  misery  suffered  fur  b0> 
been  in  vain  ? 
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It  was  almost  impofisible  to  doubt,  that  tnti'h 
"was  in  truth  the  sad  result  of  j>oor  Juliet's  heroic 
BOtion ;  and  so  heavily  did  this  persuasion  rest  on 
the  mind  of  Ceraldiiie,  that  her  own  share  in 
|}ir  <hiri^r  wnn  nlmont  forgwtiet'i,  till  a  fresh  iiili- 
muioii  tliat  the  Abbot  of  Ht.  Andrea's  waited  to 
•o«  biT,  rvdiUed  her  utl«nttoii  to  herself. — As 
she  again  walked  tlirough  the  pumngr  that  led 
to  the  parlour,  she  heard,  through  an  open  win- 
dow wliich  looked  into  the  court,  where  Isidore's 
atteri<hu)tA  nlill  Ntoud  witli  their  glaring  torches 
bi  their  liaiidit,  the  raised  voice  of  one  of  the 
grooms  mIm)  communicated,  in  terms  of  coarse 
iiig  to  hi*  fi-llows  'he  discovery  they  luid 
Ic  Hiu)  vhc  doubted  her  fate,  tiis  wonbi  would 
have  prucbiiinetl  it.  When  the  Abbess  again 
entered  the  [larlour,  Iniclore  vtas  pacing  the  floor 
of  it,  with  u  hurried  ai«l  ujieqiial  step,  whotiy 
unlike  hts  usual  still  and  tranquil  demeanour. 
He  turned  towiinU  her,  as  she  entered;  but  it  was 
b  rain  that  hv  struggled  to  assume  the  tone  and 
nwinur  whidi  the  circumstaiieeB  of  the  moment 
teemed     to     demand;    uiuiucuchublc    triumph 
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gleatneJ  from  bin  dp^p-set  eye ;  his  volet  I 
tered.  liis  woniU  were  unconiicctcil,  and  searcdy 
aiKlil>t« ;  an<l  Ciemldtiie  stood  before  hiin,  uoabl 
to  <iijKover  what  Im  itninedtate  piiTpoiw«>sre'J 
spectiiig  her. — For  a  moment  liv  ci'iiwd 
effnrls  to  speiik,  imd  rentained  sUviitly 
upon  her;  then  suddenly  exerting  bim«elfto( 
quer  the  emotion  that  bad  nrrrpoworod  him, 
sai<I,  in  a  voice  loud  »nd  <l<.'«p,  yet  ttill  trcn- 
bliitg  with  iU-<ti«^ui»ed  exultation, — "  Womu' 
you  are  my  ptiaoner." 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 


Put,  Hul  to  «Mne,  fceni  1mm  :  tiling*  pr«MDt,  wonl. 


WiTuiM  fonr  and  twenty  hours  after  tKe  scene 
described  in  the  last  chapter,  the  Abbeiu  of  Sant* 
Catherina's  found  heraelf  alone,  in  a  close  litter, 
on  her  way  to  Koine.  The  only  favour  granted 
her,  and  uideed  the  only  one  she  had  aaked,  wag 
peniussion  to  see  her  Confessor  before  she  left 
her  eonvent ;  probably,  as  she  remarked^  for  ever. 
Had  not  this  request  been  miwie  ui  the  prwtcncc 
of  many  witnesses,  among  whom  were  two  offi- 
cers of  the  Inqnisition,  it  may  be  doubted  if  ber 
triumpltant  enemy  would  have  gmnted  it.  Am  it 
wiiH,  however,  after  the  hesitation  of  a  motneiil* 
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's  4ntT.  widi  a  p<^itrnt  boUiiif 
•  l^d'GenUiM;  aodif  tbea^ 
r^ahvly  imrtrrd  from  him  eenU 
to  her  awBidBr  jndgawnt,  eaaitj 
k  AinM  baaow ;  if  U  w»miW 
«r  Imt  Vim  limti  T,  tktf  ker  bort 
fcrtfci^Mii  ifiiiiiiitohrrMakff.ial 
its  hipv  flf  aloalatfoii  ooIt  mi  Uw  pro* 
Mscraf  hn'SMviiNir.  il»w  biuUibI  nM* 
■■7  iHHndl  by  tbe  mnrownl  HSvtntf 
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tl)C  important  situation  she  lillrd.  Eaterm  aiid 
attavhniciit,  vqualfy  wclUfoumltHi,  acid  (>qunlly 
curtJittl,  cxbtml  bi-twvcii  tli<.-tn;  and  thin  inter- 
view pruvvd  the  siiicrrity  of  it  oil  bolli  siAvs. 

A  wliliLry  jourtit-y  of  tniiny  day*,  undvT  such 
circumHtiitici.-s  u»  tlicwc  in  wliidt  Gt-ruldine  K-ft 
Suit'  Cithcriiut's,  would  luivt-  siiMiivd  titc  xpirits 
ukI  isludceii  tlie  cuiini^  of  must  niinicii,  but  ou 
Wer,  its  effect  WBH  othern-iM.'.  Her  life  hiMJ  been 
Mch  u  lo  tein|KT  Iter  mind  to  tJie  sustaining 
firmly  wlmtever  niuKk  it  cuuld  encuuiitt^r;  imd 
tliu  luMutbHl  comfort  of  lier  true  religion  pivc 
ber  a  strenf^tli  of  endurance  wluch  almost  defied 
the  power  of  fortune  to  Hubdue. — Isidore  grieved 
tJiat  both  the  dignity  of  lus  nuik,  lu  tbc  mitred 
Abbot  of  St.  AndreuS  und  llie  Imllowcd  mystery 
of  his  office  in  the  Inquisition,  alike  prevented 
lu»  being  in  the  train  thut  guarded  Geruldine. 
He  grieved  to  lone  the  view  of  lliose  suHeringH 
he  loved  to  picture  to  lii»  fiuicy ;  but  could  hi« 
e  followed  her  from  tbe  l>i-giiinin|r  of  her 
y  lo  the  end  of  it,  he  w^tulil  have  found 
more  food  fur  wonder  thou  for  exultutioti. 


rac  ABBESS. 


On  Mrriviiig  u  Rome,  tlic  Abbc«  tu  iodgnl, 
vtlh  tbc  obsenraiice  b<.-fittiuj(  btr  auk,  'm  i 
bHidaonM  but  remote  dwelling',  wliicb,  trhilr  ir 
aUowed  all  tlu:  attcitdaiicR  n.>4]iur(Ni  by  vcinn^, 
permiltcd  also  thr  ucctmiimxtiitioii  nf  k  gvoai 
mfficicaul}'  numcrotu  to  liave  ilefvutrd  tbc  apa>- 
dons  of  a  whole  bmt  of  traltuis.  TLi-  n^ 
femMie  perniitted  to  approach  h«r  was  an  «U 
woman,  who  pith«r  bring,  or  affMrtit^  to  b»,  w 
tally  deaf,  remained  for  a  great  port  of  tnrj 
day  in  a  conter  of  the  room  iu  which  GeraUiD' 
sat,  without  ivturnitig  any  other  answer  U  alltb' 
said  tluu)  a  low-  monniiiEr,  wbidi  itciim^  to  iniliatr 
sufFeriug,  oraiiuoyanoe  fnwn  biding  qnOtiaiMi 
At  nighi  the  Abbess  wa.«  ptrniittotl  to  b*  th»^- 
but  the  diajigv  of  M'iiti»pU  «rrcry  twi>  houra*"!^ 
side  her  ih>or,  suffidetitly  inHiciiird  the  «re  ««* 
which  she  wa«  guardi^l.  All  voiumunieiition  feoa 
without  wat  rigorously  interdictni.  Slie  a»l«" 
the  wrvaiit  who  hroui^hl  her  mfoU,  (O  funV" 
her  Willi  the  materiuU  for  writing,  but  lie  <•!? 
altook  hi»  hpnd  in  r(>ply.  A  tedious  week.  ifH^ 
not  creD  the  pliilosophy  uf  GeraMine  could  nh 
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of  its  leaden  slowness,  wore  wearily  Kway,  niid 
■till  the  noble  ptisoner  heard  nuUiiug;  of  her 
accuier,  tier  trial,  or  lier  crime. 

Bartone,  meaiiwliile,  encountered  more  diffi- 
culty tlum  be  liail  antici|>o(cd,  in  conveying  to 
those  l>efore  whom  lie  hod  laid  lus  acciisutioii, 
nicb  an  iniprefwion  coticernin{^  his  prisoner,  as  it 
was  absolutely  nece.<»ar)'  to  lus  ricw^  Uiat  they 
should  receive,  before  slie  sliould  be  brought  to 
trial. 

He  had  arretted,  and  conveyed  her  a«  a  pri- 
soner to  Home,  upon  lilt  own  autliurity,  as  an 
intpibiilor,  holding  a  hif^h  station  in  the  holy 
tribunal ;  aiid  the  power  n-illi  which  he  was  in- 
reaied,  fully  justified  him  in  doiiif)^  no.  But 
beyond  this  point,  lie  could  no  longer  act  alone ; 
and  to  his  bitter  inortiJication  he  found,  at  the 
fir«t  disctiMtioii,  which  tcxtk  place  in  the  congre- 
gatioti  of  llie  holy  office,  after  the  accusation 
ogaiiut  the  Abbm  of  fsnni'  Culhenna's  had  lieen 
teceived,  tluil  the  gvncral  feeling;  <pf  tlie  t>rethron 
«M  BCrongly  in  her  favour,  and  that  the  uceii^-  ^m 

^Ufan  W1M  Gomidvrcd  as  being,  probably,  tlic  result     ^^^H 
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of  mistake,  under  circuimttuticcA  eruJnitly  d 
great  difficulty.  luduro  darrd  nut  btt  Im  ■&!» 
lute  in  oppoc^ittg;  itiu  upiiiiMn. 

The  holy  office  wils  u  Ivani,  ■»  jcdsB  u 
protecting  true  (.■uthulicv,  e^)«ciMlly  wlim  Ugl 
iu  aiatkN),  u  wlionu'iit  in  the  prawntMin  tl 
heretics:  and  to  iiupooch  tlie  mJicttty  ami  koMW 
of  CVrnldintt  d'Albaiio,  wtMtld  Im>,  u  loart  <im 
on*.-  cautious  inquisitor  argued,  gi^~ing  a  Mab  ** 
fhtfhM. 

But  Iwidore  was  not  ■  man  who  oontd  W 
listened  to  wiilioiii  ttfect ;  and  the  opininn^  tt 
the  congregation  were  grnitly  dividnl  vm  i» 
qoeAtioti  before  tliem,  which  wiigi,  whethit  f 
not  Goraldiiie  d'Alboim  sliuuki  be  outnnMiwd  It 
Bland  her  trial  before  tl)i>  holy  uffire,  for  udin^  An 
escape  of  a  cut>detnrH*d  inin  from  her  convval. 

The  ooiigregntioii  uf  the  livly  ufBce  met  tf 
Rwiw  tliree  times  in  every  week;  and  tw  A* 
meeting  wlueh  took  |>)uce  on  Thurwkya,  it 
Pope  himself  always  assisted  in  person.  Th« 
ofGcc  of  Gruiid  Inquisitor  bad  been  Inng  A^ 
lished,    (roin   its   being   found    tu  inlefferc  M : 
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marli  with  tLc  functions  of  the  supreme  power, 
and  its  utithority  was  now  vested  iti  the  cardinals, 
whose  decisions  rainc  under  tlic  co^izance  itf 
kin  Holiiions. 

At  llic  two  Erst  meetit^s,  which  Hucceeded 
Gi*ra]<lin<>N  arrivid  >n  Itomei  the  Pope  was  not 
present;  biit  on  the  following  TItursday,  he 
appeared  us  lusuul ;  und  when  the  question  waa 
In  started,  giivc  it  as  his  decided  opinion,  that 
the  interests  of  the  Romish  Church  could  in  no 
way  be  adi-ann-d  by  bringing  to  trial  one  of  the 
most  FStcemcMl  and  respected  dignitaries  it  could 
boost.  He  refused  his  belief  in  the  possibility 
of  her  guilt,  but  avowed  tliat  this  was  not  tlie 
ground  of  bis  objection.  The  conviction  of  such 
an  offender  being,  as  hU  Holiness  remarked,  cal- 
culated to  bring  infinitely  more  mischief  to  the 
chnrcb,  thiui  the  punishment  of  a  hundred  ob- 
Kure  heretics,  to  bring  good. 

The  substance  of  this  argument  wb»  too 
Bc«ardant  lo  the  feelings  and  JmlgmeiiU  of  the 
canlinals  and  monks,  who  constituted  iJio  con- 
p^atJon,   not   lo  be   received  with   u   mucli 
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Gcraldint'  wiAVtcH  sovcwiy  froin  tliw  prolonged 
contiiKincrit :  unotWr  week  bod  now  nriirlywom 
kway,  and  bcr  situation  continued  exactly  tliP 
nine.  TIhit  ih,  perhaps,  nothing  more  itifficult 
to  b«ur,  thiui  iotig  I'nHurin^  mL*^)rnc><>,  t-Kpcvititly 
if  it  full  up«Hi  us  when  the  mind  has  itn  t'xtrrnil 
object  on  wUidi  to  6x  itself:  nothing  weiglis  so 
heavily  tipati  the  spirit!!,  as  a  x-aemim ;  and  th« 
Altbew)  felt  raore  worn  by  misery  during  this 
ii);ht'«  profitJeffi  seclusion,  than  in  tlie  fearfnl 
'"terror  of  her  first  aUrm.  or  eren  during  the  awfiil 
seenes  which  succeeded  it. 

That  Juliet  was  igriorsnt  of  her  sitimtion,  wiw, 
prrli»|i-«,  the  most  agreeable  reflection  lliut  diver- 
Hifi«d  the  melancholy  reveries  of  Geraldinc,  and 
the  pmt  improbability  that  any  tidings  of  it 
eould  read)  her,  prevpntM  tier  feeling  any  imme- 
diate anxifit)'  on  her  account.  It  was  fortunate 
titat  this  persuaNHMi  hod  ao  Btrongly  impressed 
elf  upon  her:  for  could  she  have  figured  to 
lienielf  t)ie  real  situation  of  Juliet,  her  own 
would  have  I>een  wretched  indeed.  We  left  her 
joyfully  nnticipatiiig  the  renewed  happiness  of 
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bcr  Entlior.  and  lhoii|(l)  the  (UmMittnliMucf  t 
ovri)  agreeable  progno»tics  wcrf  NiiintiiaH*  v^ 
whiin-ucal,  as  (o  draw  a  smile  from  ber,  aa^i 
bearty  laugli  from  Morgniile,  there  wiw  eiMft 
of  seriwui  coiuolaiiou  iii  Uie  afiair,  to  iitdaa  hn 
seriouitly  to  promote  it,  by  every  meani  in  bv 
power : — tlie  fiiir  lady  was  already  dioscD— fw- 
poHalii  »ent  to  ber  family — tlie  wardrobe  tt  iW 
C'ouiit  a»  Kplendidly  renewed  as  h'a  mounif 
would  permit,  aiul  hinuelf  almost  |H>nuiailfil.  ibtf 
the  sjinptoms  of  ill  liealtlt,  wbieb  bad  lur^  httt 
growinv  upon  biin,  were  all  to  be  chai-md  bj  ik 
liappy  union  be  (xniteinpiiitnL 

In  the  midst  of  ibbi  ^nend  conleiitiBraC  i 
letter  arrived  l»y  an  express  Uir  Father  lAUttan- 
Tbc  moment  ibr  meMtenger  had  delivBnJ  i)  ■ 
the  gate  of  die  cnntle,  Ite  mde  off,  nor  ww  ^«t 
any  mewM  by  which  Fntbcr  Laurenc«t  or  1> 
friends,  oonh)  discover  whence,  or  from  wlwn  i> 
came. 

Tlic  contents  of  It,  however,  which  the  Cm- 
fewor  immcdiulely  communicaied  to  ll»e  fiflUf' 
were  tucb   as   to  plunge   them  into  a  cWr  "^ 
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instantlj-  caused  all  other  interests 
•WliMgDttvn.     The  letter  was  as  follows: — 

Tt  du  holy  Father  Lauraiee,   Canfettor  at  fhr 
OuUe  d'Albaito. 

"  Reterckd  Father, 

"  I  have  tbat  to  tell,  which  it  <l«arly  impAMit 
•nr  (Mtron,  the  CouDt  (l'All>ajii>,  to  know ;  ttiat 

ttJI  you  not  fn3m  whence  this  intelli^nce 
iMe*,  cannot,  in  reason,  affect  your  beliff  in  it, 
BMiDiich  w  the  truth  may  easily  be  learned  by 
Hfmry. 

Tht   holy  and    nuiet   excellent   Ahbess  of 

Nnt*  Catherina's  u   fallen   into   dire  (iistre«>, 

accuseil  of  having  a^tUted  in  the  escape  of 

DOB  DODdemned  far  breach  of  vows,  I  do 
Ut  truly  hold  her  innocent  of  this ;  and  though 
I  ke  not  consistent  with  my  own  safety  to  stir 
N  cpenly  in  the  mutter,  I  will  suffer  nothing 
ihi  1  can  do,  to  be  wanting,  in  order  tliat  such 
"t  innocence  ghall  appear. 

"  She  was  yesterday  conveyed,  under  a  strong 
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gnard,  to  Rome,  where,  as  I  have  rewon 
tteve,  slie  will  uii(tcrfr»  trial  before  tke  IwJi 
tribunal  of  tlte  liiqut^iUoii;  urii)  tfaougli  it  c&u- 
not  be  doubted,  lliat  in  u  eoiirt  kIutt  litf 
bigliost  iuul  the  boLie&t  <>!'  tlie  eurtli  bo  jtul^ » 
true  und  rigbteous  judgment  slixil  be  fhn: 
yet,  not  tUe  less  does  it  behove  tho«e  concvra'^ 
Tor  the  safety  of  on  accused  penuin,  to  ila  c^ 
uimofit,  that  all  true  evidence  iii  her  brsu 
should  »ppear.  Wherefore,  Iwly  Father.  1  li- 
dress  myself  to  you,  believing,  thai  from  jw 
long  knowledge  of  this  excelleul  lady,  you  Mt 
be  enabled  to  bring  before  her  judga  wk 
proob  of  tier  holy  life  and  character  »  my 
avail  her  miHh ;  and  the  more  easily,  a*  fm 
)'our  holy  calling,  you  will,  qucgttiouh*i  1* 
eiiable<l  to  gain  aowM,  where  uhen  nighl  U 
to  enter. 

"  Be    eanM«t    to  mn   th*    inDocent, 
furewcU." 


Faiiier  Laurence  was  at  least  as  eager  i»«bi- 
inuoicate  tht»  strange  and  startling  intelligtaci 
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eoDuld  bare  been  to  aiiuAiiiKe  lbt>  uicwt 
ible  news.     He  entered  llie  roam   wticro 

Juliet  iind  her  lather  were  sitting,  I>oiIi  in  grviit 
W  harmony  of  ^irits,   and   conver8!ng  on  many 

pleasant  plans  for  the  future,  when,  without 

aoftening  or  preface  of  any  kind,   he  bluntly 

exclaimed : — 
^b     "  Here  U  a  letter*    my  lord  Count,  that 
'bring*  Uruige   news.      Your  sUter,  the   mofil 

noble  AbbetH  of  Sant*  Catlierina's  is  arrested  by 
Hlhc  holy  office  on  suNpicion  of  lia\ing  aided  a 
Hcoudeinnetl  nun  to  <'4a)]>e  fniin  punishment." 
H  A  wild  and  ]iiorriit)i;  islirk-k  bur»t  from  tlie 
H  urihuppy  JuUct,  »hv  stnrtvd  from  her  seat,  and 
Htbrowitif^  h<-r  ferms  srotind  llic  neck  of  hor  fiither, 
B  cried  niouci  with  pus»ioiuitc  eugenicM  :^ 
H     **  You  will  let  me  ^  tn  her?     My  dear,  dear 

fiitfaer,  you  will  let  me  go  to  ber  ?" 
■      "  Where  is  she?"   inquired  the  Count  with 
mticli  composure. 

I"  In  the  prison  of  the  Inquisition  at  Komc," 
repUed     P'other     Laurence    with    equal    miig- 
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Juliet  (Alight  tlie  l«tt«r  Irom  his  Iniid,  mt 
hft-ilily  leuvitig  the  room,  soii^lii  the  Mlitu^  *i 
)i«r  uwii  cliiiniWr  to  n-ad  iiiul  liroixl  uvt* r  tbr  tft- 
ribU-  TOiiU-iiw. 

SIio  (li»cofeiv(l,  indeed,  that  it  contaitwd  » 
iintructioiu  al^  to  where  ftlie  lui^lit  bnpr  to  £»! 
)i«r,  im<I  die  knew  enough  of  tlur  mttirf  nil 
gOTernmi-tit  of  th«  Iwly  office  (as  wlio  dkl  not  f) 
to  be  nvnirc  tliat  for  hi^  to  |)cnoirato  williia  i> 
ri*<N^i'^  wu«  imiHMxihIr ;  but  othen  mighti 
tliough  she  couM  iM>r ;  and  dl  thi-  enefgjr  <f 
her  mind  vas.  directe4!  to  diMcorer  to  wImh 
mifrlit  he  cc>nfide<l  this  dear  aiul  pnviuus  ttott. 

There  was  much  in  the  letter  which  M  htf 
to  helicre  that  tlie  writer,  wliose  friendly  ■»• 
tivm  it  was  iinjKissihle  tn  doubt,  ooacnml 
Fatlivr  l^nurence  b>  be  well  lilted  for  llii*  rib- 
miNMon;  but  Juliet  doubled  his  seal  iii  tbeov 
of  licr  aunt;  or,  indeed,  in  any  cniut^  thol  irigW 
interfere  witli  hi§  own  safety,  or  even  ranifat: 
au<l,  moreover,  she  vraii  eonscioua  that  lii*  prr- 
soiial  kiiowleil^  of  her,  was  of  too  rvceitl  a  drtr 
to  give  any  gnM  autliority  to  hi*  cfiifw- 
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hile  pondering  tbese  thoughts,  and  reading 
ingain  and  agaiti  tlic  letter  she  held  in  her  hand, 

)  T«inenih«red  tliat  the  maiiciple  in  tlie  convent 
'  Sanla  Croce  wat  an  nlil  retainer  of  (lie  tainily, 
who  van  Miid  to  he  mi  devout  a  man  as  to  have 
ouUiveit  all  earlldy  attachineiKH  aii<I  feelings, 
excepting  ordy  his  devot«<l  love  and  aihniratioii 
of  the  AbbetM  of  SiUit'  Calherina's,  whom  it  was 
I  h'n  l*oa!«t  to  have  nursed  upon  his  kneej*.  Tlita 
old  man,  whcMC  luimc  was  Fraticnco  GarroTii, 
bait  ithc  knew,  often  hem  invited  hy  Fatht-r 
I^urence  to  viiut  him  at  the  vinlle;  hut  the 
Coiifeiti'or  iilwnyN  ih-rlared,  tluit  old  Fr:uicr»co 
seemed  afraid  to  trtLHl  himself  utlh  the  Mght  of 
his  old  haunta. 

*'  He  feara,  good  man,"  said  he,  "that  the 
world  should  get  hold  of  hw  heart  anew." 

Juliet  hitd  frec|ueiitiy  seen  the  mannplo  in 
her  viHibi  to  llie  church  of  Santa  Croce  ;  but  the 
inttfrconrsf  hi-twevti  them  had  extended  no  fur- 
ther titan  a  friendly  inquiry  on  her  §tde,  aiul  an 
eame»t  blewiitg  on  his ;  yet  it  was  to  him  her 
thoughts  now  turned,  ns  one  whose  enthti^aslic 
p3 
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love  ami  rever«nc«  fur  lit*r  nunt,  might  proGl^y 
ek«  oat  the  languid  nciil  nf  FiitluT  Lniimicv. 

Her  tniti<l  liud  no  soonpr  gtBiiccd  tomnfa  tU 
infirm  ol<L  innn,  tluui  tiho  deter mini-d  upnii  rmtg 
liim.  Poor  Juliet  Wt,  in  tnitb,  need  of  finding 
some  one  v,-lit>  foil  rt'iil  itfr«*rtiuii  for  her  suiiL  Hn 
heurl  turned  in  bittenicM  from  the  r«c4)ll«ctiMi 
of  the  nuutiier  in  wlii<.'h  krr  fittln-r  had  n-cciTnl 
tkb  drcndful  intclltg«nc«  ;  und,  ftir  tlie  Rnt  tbt 
in  her  life,  she  felt  totully  fearlem  and  cmlna 
whether  ap]irov»l  or  l)laiDe  mif^lit  follow  tlie  «tfp 
ftlie  wxt  about  to  tak(>.  Slie  tbought  only  of  Or- 
raldinc — all  nUe  nil  earth  was  bidiRV-retil  tohrt- 

The  tlUtance  to  Santa  Croce  was  tIK«nMW^ 
able  to  one  tin  iise<I  to  walking  a»  Juliet ;  but  *k 
had  never  traversed  it  oloue,  and  now,  tmlw|^ 
pily,  her  page  wvs  gone  to  Torre  Voccha,  on 
»oine  trilling  ermiid,  that  might  detain  htn  fat 
wt  hour  or  two.  JiUiet  could  not  watt  lii* 
return ;  Iier  mind  was  in  a  fever  of  mda* 
Imjmtience,  nnd  she  instantly  set  olT  aluov  m 
lliu  wild  tuid  iJmost  ho]K-less  e.xpettiiion.  ■ 

The  flowery   bank   beyond   tlio  itrcani— tb' 
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short  interval  of  open  pMtiire  ^ound  on  its 
8ummil — aiid  tUe  dark  forest  llirougli  which  h^r 
palli  afltTw-arda  led,  were  all  traversed  almost 
uiKfiiisciMUsly  l>y  Juliet,  who  watt  m>  intently 
occupied  ill  mi>dilating  on  her  errand,  tltat  she 
found  hert^elf  befure  ilie  gates  of  tlie  convent  be- 
fore ihc  tlioujflit  the  distance  half  passed. 

The  old  porter  welcomed  her  with  greal 
respect,  hut  very  evident  tnirprise,  which  was 
not  leMciietl  liy  the  va^r  manner  in  which  she 
requested  immvdiiilc  ailmiKnion  to  the  old  man- 
ciple I"r«'  Francesco. 

"  Surely,  Hurely,  Signora,"  aaiil  the  venerable 

porU'r,  lookin);  qiiestiontt,  though  ankijiK  none, 

■i    be   preceded    Iter  acnxu   the   court   to  the 

convent    parlour.      He   begged    slie   would   be 

tln're,  while  he  commanded  the  alienthiiice 

I^PMMft  die  wished  to  see. 

Unfortunately   for  Juliet,    a  visit   from   the 

Iwirew  of  Albano,  was  too  important  ati  event 

at  Santa  Crocc,  not  to  produce  a  violent  sensu. 

tiiin  tJiroughout  the  whole  esiahlishment ;   and 

the  porter,  instead  of  immediately  seeking  Fran- 
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CMCo,  liiul  indutgvd  MrnHplf  in  a  little  gamif  at 
the  wny,  witli  crrry  brotlivr  ho  m^  till  U  b< 
t)ie  strange  news  reaobed  the  prior,  who  iam^ 
(tiately  liastened  to  testily  hia  respect,  by  rtfv- 
iiig  to  tlie  psrlour. 

Jiilipt  wtts  alreatly  in  a  state  of  the  aM 
feveriHh  exdtemeiiL  The  ilremlful  fibock  (Ik 
liad  receive<l,  the  vehement  repidity  Midi  «brb 
slttf  hiul  wklked,  aix)  tli«  active,  but  fntik  tvetfx 
witli  wliich  her  miiM)  conceived  nnd  rrjectfit  i 
ftuoccsnon  of  wild  plana  for  the  relief  of  br 
beloved  friend,  had  altogether  thrown  her  iab) 
a  state  of  j^reat  agitattoii.  It  wouhj  bediAeull 
to  Hiy  wbiit  were  the  precitte  hopes  and  exfwcti- 
tioiL^  «lie  iiiul  funned  frotnseeing  the  old  nuuictplc. 
but  when,  insteud  of  him,  tlto  Prior 
entered  the  room,  »he  buret  into  tears. 

Sliocked,  suipriscd,  and  etnbamncdt 
prior  wos  totally  at  a  loss  how  to  addreiR  Iw 
unespeeled  \-isiler — he  overwhelmed  her  wUk 
lib  Iiopen  that,  lier  noble  &ther  was  well — tku 
she  was  hcmelf  not  ill — tliat  nothing  dtngTecablr 
bad  procured  him  tfab  hoftoor,  till  poor  Ju&t 
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utterly  orcrcomc  by  vexatjon  at  her  own  pic- 
cipitaucy,  as  well  as  by  all  else  llial  o])pres8ed 
Iter,  could  only  sob  out  the  name  of  "  Francenco 
GarronL" 

To  hear  llie  oame  of  lite  old  uuincipltf  uttvn-d 
in  accents  of  such  strong  ■■■notion,  by  the  Lady 
Juliet  d'Albaiio,  so  confounded  the  priori  that 
be  stood  before  berwjtliout  proDount-in^  a  siiijfle 
word  in  reply :  but  the  short  interval  which  ihU 
silence  allowed  her  for  reflectioD,  was  more 
-tKefuI  than  any  tiling  he  could  have  Raid,  and 
Juliet  ])res«ntly  recovered  bewelf  sufficiently  w 
suy  witli  restored  composure  : — 

**  Holy  prior,  my  father  wishes  immediately 
to  «cc  tliis  old  servant  of  our  family,  to  question 
him  relative  to  a  subject  it  is  probable  be  nuiy 
remember  better  than  any  other." 

•*  Hu   shall  wait  upon   my   lord   tlie   Count 
iiwtsntlyt"  replied  the  prior  nith  ^^eat  respect, 
"  but  I  cuuld  liave  wislied  my  Lord  had  chosen 
er  messenger — your  ladyship   seems  over 
ied  by  the  walk." 

"  It  was  my  choice  to  come,  holy  (atlier,"  re> 
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plied  th«  youiig  Luly ;  "  I  wixli  mi-srlf  to«oinni( 
with  Fruncutco  Ourrutii,  uiul  out  do  w  ^Iv. 
w  wc  return  Uigi'tlicr." 

Thi-  i)rior  waititl  fur  u  moment,  tg  se»if  dv 
would  afTonl  liiiii  niiy  fiinlicr  itiformaiion,  but 
us  nliv  rt-iniiiitoi)  mIoiiI,  Iw  left  lier,  uxl  in  t 
few  miiiutcs  the  fwbic  oU  man,  whom  s!w  hnl 
inWted  to  be  tlic  cuinpBiiion  of  bet  rrtUD^ 
Nppeared  before  her. 

Juliet  rose  to  meet  bim. 

*'  Do  you  think,  Fnuicesco,"  sail]  §Jie, 
extending  her  hand  to  biro,  "  tliat  yvu  »1ibB  bt 
Al>le  to  walk  to  Alhoiio  with  roe?" 

"  To  Albtmo?"  replied  the  old  tium, 
ill  every  Hrnb : — "  To  Albano? — luid  with 
— looking  as  yoa  do  dow — pale,  wau,  nmnivi} 
No ;  I  cunnot  go," 

Tlie  prior  luul  followed  Gurronl  iiilo  ilie  raoik 
imd  when  he  heard  htm  speak  thiit  bald  and  faa 
refusal  to  comply  with  tlic  wish  expresod  ^ 
Lady  Juliet,  lie  cxdaimcd  indignantly, — "  W'bl 
mean  you,  Fra'  FnuiceKco?  U  it  tfcni  (b 
Mn-ant«  of  the  SaiiU  Ctmkc  ouglit  to  irMl  btf 

Id 
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bctiefnctoni  i  'Hiink  bcucr  of  it,  good  brother, 
iir  your  ii^v  will  Mnrrv  save  you  from  the  disci- 
pline: Bt%A  you,  too,  of  all  men  alive,  to  rebel 
8gnii»t  iticm.  Who  wus  it  placed  you  here? 
Who  duly  i»y»  your  pension  and  your  fees? 
Fie  on  it,  fit-  on  it,  Oarroni." 

Wliilc  thf  pnor  continued  to  mm  him  thus, 
the  old  nmn  Mood  with  his  eyes  immoveably  fixed 
upon  Juliet;  but  he  made  no  morement  which 
indicated  obedience,  lu  her  eaf^enicM  to  dc- 
purtt  she  bad  retreated  towanb  the  door,  und 
now  remained  with  the  lock  of  it  in  hi^r  band, 
Kwiiiting  the  final  derision  of  OHrroiii ;  but  still 
h«  nu»-*rd  Dot.  She  turned  bnck,  Hitd  laj-ing 
ber  band  gently  on  \v»  arm,  said  : — 

"  FranceKis  I  liave  much  to  tell  yoti  respect 
uig  my  aum.     Will  you  not  like  to  hnir  it?" 

"  Your  aunt  t — your  cUiuglitcr — do  )'0u  mean 
your  daughter?  'Hmt  tuiut  who«e  pntyers  tihall 
Mve  my  soul  alii'e  ?  yes,  let  me  hear  of  her. 
Know  you  not  she  is  tlie  only  Siifety  left  me?" 

*'  It  in  your  aunt,  young  bidy,"  ftatd  prior 
Ambrow,   "  who  p*ys  his   pen»iou   h«i«.     We 
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Stilt  can  him  maiiciplf-.  but  Tor  many  yon  it 
liaH  beeD  mucfa  too  unsteady  to  wudc  fea  Ha 
iiiaint«muicic,  atul  her  bounty  puts  kiin  at  In) 
ease  among  va — diis  is  hia  mcenin^.'* 

GiUTooi  for  the  firvt  timv  n-movcd  hit  e^ 
from  Julieti  and  turned  tUem  upon  his  supeiwi 
but  without  spcuking  a  word.  Tliere  was,  bov- 
vviT,  no  diflSculty  in  interpreting  the  look,  ind 
the  movement  of  the  head  which  accompanied 
it;  they  verj- plainly  denied  his  inteiprctaoon. 
Juliet  a^in  addrowed  Iiim  with  a  qne^onitf 
to  whether  ho  thought  he  could  walk  with  litf  (■ 
Albano,  adding,  **  I  have  a  meeaage  to  jrODi 
Garroni,  from  the  Abbess  of  Sane'  Catlieriitt't>*. 

"  A  ine«aige  from  her!"  exclaimed 
man,  liLt  cye»  uamedintcly  losing  tlteir  exprt*' 
Mon  of  wiJ<lne>«: — "  A  messnge  from  her?  OK 
yes,  I  iun  well  able  to  walk  to  Albauo  for  tfau; 
and  1  would  go  to  her,  though  I  n-ere  Mire 
seeing  her  lieretic  mother  sitting  dose 
ber." 

With  an  alacrity  and  quickness  of  moremfi 
greatly  beyond  her  cxpcctatioos,  Frattc 
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bpforc  hcT.  She  fullovrcd  htm  acroM 
tbr  court,  uiid  tliruugli  th«  giitcwiiy  by  the  pur- 
Ut's  Uxlfpngs,  into  tiiv  forest.  Mere  she  called 
pu  him  to  stop,  as  she  wus  desirous  tliat  tlieir 
tnik  to  the  castle  should  give  her  time  and  op> 
portunity  for  explaining  to  him  the  sitiiatioa  of 
bis  rrrered  Irieod,  and  imprcsis  upon  bis  mind 
pie  necessity  of  some  exertion  to  save  her. 
EaiToiii  Htoppn)  at  her  bidding,  and  when  she 
had  overtuken  hiin,  f^ie  found  tliat  his  counte- 
kance  had  cumpletely  recovered  its  wonted 
melancholy   composure,   which   licr  sudden  in- 

uiry  for  him  had  so  greatly  disturbed. 
"  Francesoo,"  she   began,    "  the   Abbess   of 
it'    Catlieriiia'ii    is   in    great   trouble;    and 

lU    her  friends    must    join    togetlier   to  help 

•  > 

»•  What«v«t  her  trouhk-  may  be,"  replied  die 
Id  nuut*  "  all  tlie  cidcn  of  tlic  church,  nith  our 
H»t  holy  fattier  tlic  I'ope  at  their  head,  will  all 
mmc  ftrrwiuxl  to  wive  lier  from  it." 

■*  I  trust  Uie)'  will,  Fiance^co;  1  trtist  they 
rill ;    but   we  arc  told,   that  tliose   who  liave 
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known  hor  from  her  youili  may  be,  above  ^ 
iiitcjwiirj-  oil  ll»  presf-nt  occiision." 

"  Thvii  va»  ske  surely  riglit  in  sending  to  mis 
and  to  none  odier,"  he  repliect ;  "  for  wbo  tk 
liait  known  her  m  I  hnve  done^  Ileareii  aaJt 
her  (in  atig«l ;  but  it  vtaa  1,— tlio  {mmm-  and  humble 
Gorroni, — ^n-ho  wns  duwen  by  the  Vi^  u 
make  her  a  aunt ;  1  bare  never  iidd  ha  ibii: 
I  have  never  bossted  of  u-hat  she  owes  me— bal 
it  is  miidi." 

'*  I  know  she  nilucs  your  fiuthful  servii« 
highly,"  replied  Jtiliet.  though  not  well  vMtf- 
ittunding  the  meniting  of  bis  wordu ;  "  ao^ ' 
know  you  love  bcr  wdi ;  it »  fur  thi«,  Francum 

that  I  cmnc  to  seek  yo« ." 

'*  You  do  not  know,"  flud  tlie  old  man,  sim^- 
ening  his  pace,  and  laying  liis  hand  upon  her 
ann,  "bow  it  was  the  holy  Abbess  of  ^i 
Catherina's  was  first  made  a  nun  ?" 

*'  Perhaps  not,  esactly,"  replied  Jdiel,  nil* 
wishing  to  hear  what  acciMint  a  person  wlo" 
n»idiiig  in  the  easlle  nt  the  time,  might  gin 
It : — "  Do  you  know,  Francesco  i" 
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"  II  i»  only  I,  tmA  one  other,  who  doe«,"  he 
Mmered,  almou  in  a  wUi<iper,  *'  umI  tliat  other 
■ — never  till  I  hare  left  the  earth,  aiid  put  off 
mmtl  Anil,  am  J  to  know  whether  that  other 
W I  raint  or — a  demon." 

The  East  word  was  uttered  with  a  shudder, 
«mi  M«]ue<l  to  run  tlirough  hh  whole  fruine, 
■nd  cooimuni rated  itwif  to  Juliet,  on  whoee  arm 
W  hand  iiill  rested. 

"Isidore?"  murtnnred  Juliet  almost  involun- 

"  lddra%  ? — What  know  you  of  Isidore  7^ 
uciuiiKd  Fnutceeuo,  gTtis|)itig  her  nnn  more 
inly: — ••  What  know  you  of  Isidore?" 

"  I  know,"  replied  Juliet,  Mtlcinnly,  *'  that  if 
ter  Uearen  pennittcd  a  demon  to  walk  the 
*nli,  it  ifl  in  the  person  of  Isidore  we  muHt  look 
fc  lihn.  Frtmoesoo !  It  is  Iiudore  who  is  seek- 
ing to  destroy  Ccraldine  d'Alhano." 

The  aged  fingers  rehuied  their  hold,  and  the 
laai)  of  Carroni  fell  heavily  by  Iili  side.  Juliet 
Moked  in  bis  face,  ami  wwt  terrified  at  its  ghastly 
and  expreasioD. 
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"  VMint  aiU  you,  );oo<l  brother?"  mat 
trying  to  support  liiin  :— <*  SU  down  We  ^i 
moment;  cndvarour to  rvcovor  Toureclf.  Ifjon 
kttuw-  aii)(lit  agiiiiiHt  lititlure  Barb>u<s  it  am  g> 
&r  lownrds  rmiitig  my  lielovod  aunt." 

*'  If  ]  know  uuglit  nguiiist  l»i(lor«  Bmloor.* 
exclaimed  Fnuico»co,  niising  hid  eyes  afld  Mit 
arms  to  Heaven, — "  If  I  know  uii^ii  nguM 
him  ?  Oil.  had  I  never  known  Itiro,  anil  li»  fcw- 
fid  doctrine,  my  life  would  haw  be«D  dm  Uag; 
day  of  thankful  happiness ;  I  thought  that  >i»» 
ocnce  nf  limrt  and  life,  vrer«  all  that  God  re- 
quired of  those  who,  like  me,  were  poor  andlgo*- 
nuit— I  sliuuld  liave  tliou^lit  so  stiU — but  Udm 
cutne  Olid  taught  me  otherwise." 

Garroni  had  ol>eyed  tkc  movement  of  Jnfiri, 
and  sealed  liunself  on  the  stem  of  a  largv  (tn 
wiiicli  had  fallen  beside  the  patb ;  &he  stood  brfim 
bun,  listening  with  breathless  attention  to  eraj 
s)-llable  he  uttered,  and  fearing  to  answar  bin. 
l«8t  any  word  of  beta  might  turn  tbe  vurrmt  ^ 
lits  thoujriibt  and  check  ibe  coniiDuniaUiiio  a 
what  was  htbonriiig  in  tlie  old  man's  Immobi.    t'l" 
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few  momeiiUi  ti«  conlinitn]  silent,  hU  haiida 

|elii-i])ed  over  the  toj)  of  iIm*  stafT  h<>  cairiisl,  arid 

heoA  testing  ngmnst  it,  and  wlicn  he  Mgaiii 

e,  it  WW)  no  longer  in  the  tone  of  dcelamn- 

lon,  but  of  OM-noHt  inquiry. 

"  Arc  yon  Hiirv,  Juliet  d'Albano,  thnt  Isidore, 
tlie  Abbot  of  St.  Andrea's,  scekii  to  work  evil  to 
Gpraldine,  AltbcM  of  .Saiit'  CatlierinaN  ?* 

'*  Alus !  too  sure,  Francesco ;  she  lies  this  mo- 
Btent.  ns  I  have  dreadful  reason  to  bellcvei 
vitbin  the  prison  of  the  Inquisition  at  Rome— 
lu>der  an  accusation  laid  by  him — most  falsely 
laid — as  I  can  clearly  pruvu,  could  1  but  find  the 
means  of  lacing  litm." 

**  Tlien  God  in  bis  mercy  lias  let  me  aec  the 
ligbt  of  truth  before  I  die.  Let  us  not  linger 
Itpre,  let  us  onward  to  tlie  castle,  my  dear  child : — 
fear  not  for  her — tremble  not  thus,  and  do  not 

took  »o  pale,  for  then "  Gurroiii  rose,  as  he 

Mud  thin,  and  began  nidking  so  ru]>idly  toirards 
the  castle,  that  Juliet  Imd  some  <lilliciiliy  in 
ketiping  up  with  biro.     He  no  longer  addressed 
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kinruinlf  to  lier,  but  coniiiiiiod  frofn  time  to 
to  mutter  to  lumself,  "  I  bnv«  still  strrn^  \tft 
to  bear  me  on  to  Rome. — 'Tm  there  I'll  nmt  bin 
— »lie  bIioU  not  pemh  in  lib  gnpo — ytt,  tkn 
»liiill  lipiiT  me." 

In  this  nwnnor  lie  iitirri«l  un  till  lie  natW 
the  brink  of  tlic  little  rivulet,  unit  brrr  Im 
«li«^tb  aeened  to  fiiil  him,  lu>  agnin  «l  iWn 
for  A  fen-  mmneiits,  but  was  now  perfectly  «ilnL 
appuAnii};  nltofretlier  cxluiiKU-d. 

"  SLall  I  fet^h  Ilarnaclo  ftvm  llie  prOi-n  M 
help  you  up  the  slei'p  hunk,  gottd  brathrr  ^ 
said  Juliet,  after  she  bad  gi\-«i  btn  ■  W 
minutei)  to  recover  himsel£ 
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"  It  fJiall  not  need,  my  child ;  I  feci  lliw 
Ktrengtli  will  be  giveo  me."  lie  aroM,  inl 
«<lowIy  mounted  to  the  gnnlen-gate.  On  urn- 
ii^  there,  lie  stopped  Juliet  aa  she  waa  about  to 
open  it,  while  he  said : — 

"  Itepont  to  no  one  within  the  castlsi  «W 
1  have  Npokf n  of  Biirtoiie :  1<'1  ine  Iw  wdI  v 
Rome  as  u  witacss  summoned  by  your  aoitt- 


at  betti-T  Icbiiro  you  shall  tc-11  mc  more  of 
wbat  Itufl  been  fulnely  brought  agniiut  ber — 
but  let  It  he  whc-ii  wo  arc  alone.** 

Juliet  gKvo  liim  her  promise  that  she  would 
comply  with  this  request,  and  they  entered  the 
cwtli*  togctlier. 
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Wlij  ikevU  1  (triir  thw  dami,  ibx'i  rivcKtd.  ctmrtd  la 


Juun's  6nit  care  was  to  provide  iieH/ul  re- 
fmlnociit  for  ber  infirni  companion,  and  equally 
*"  brr  surprise  and  satis&ctioii,  bIic  saw  him 
'*4iiTeil,  both  in  ound  and  body,  to  a  niucli 
Ptwr  d<^cf  of  strenffth  and  efficient  flrmnew, 
'"Uth«  had  ventured  (o  hope  for.  She  tlien  miifffat 
"f  blhef)  and  found  him  «-ith  Father  Laumiie, 
^  t  Mate  of  violent  irritation  at  her  nbeenns 
**i  chiMinhl)'  bemnuiing  iho  ill  fortuiiv  which, 
bftlui  "ndventure  of  tl>e  Abt>i.-«s,"  threatened 
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lo  delay  Ii»  pronused  happiness  with  Ibe  bauti/til  | 
aiid  noble  lady  Claudia  de  MoniearUi. 

Such  a  phrase  as  tbia,  ibre«  lioius  liefore,  wwM\ 
hare  driven  Juliet  past  lier  patience ;  but  na* 
•lie  vta  armed  ivitfa  bope,  so  strong  and  so  ^\ 
defined  to  her  own  mind,  tbou^^li  aaintcl%i-j 
ble,  perhaps,  to  ereiy  otber>  that  it  was  mfuki 
beyond    the    power  of  any   ihti^  the  Cwmll 
d'Alhaiio  conid  »ay,  or  do,  to  vex  or  shake  bn< 
Inaiuw^lohispasdonate — "Where  hawrw 
befn,    lady   Juliet?    WTiere  bare   you  b«o^ 
three  times  repeated  in  a  breath,  she  (jjator 
replied, — 

"To  die  Santa  Croce,  sir;  do  one  has  liB*n 
my  aunt  so  long  as  old  Oarroiii — and  1  Iw 
broujifht  him  here,  tbat  he  may  aceompsDJ 
F'atlw'T  Ijuircnoc  forthwith  lo  Rome,  accordini 
to  the  inotnirtions  couveyed  to  u.t  by  the  Said 
letter  of  tliia  muming." 

"  Ynii  nre  prompt,  yoong  lady— «nd  not  im 
well  adviM-d  to  act  thiu^  without  my  ofdcn- 
1  know  not  tbat  I  altall  suffer  my  Confeswr  (• 
leave  mc." 
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1     "Vou  hare,  tir,"  replied  bt»   daugliler,  "ao 
imuit  ai  tlie  present  moment  to  occupy  your 
Hjli  that  I  van  unwilling  (o  opprciiA  you  furtWr 
V  nMdlas  cotuultations." 

Tlus  moet  judicious  allu^oa  at  once  trni- 
<{idlliz«ii  iJie  iirilation  of  the  Count,  and  Juliet 
U  DO  more  difficulty  in  arran^ng  the  departure 
<i  Father  Laurence  for  the  mwrow.  Having 
WmM  her  jather,  she  returned  to  the  room 
*Wrt  she  hud  left  Oarroni,  and  found  him  oji 
*■  bees  before  a  unall  cross  of  wood,  which 
kUd  placed  amongst  the  Ctame-work  of  ibe 
diinmey. 

He  did  not  turn  his  l»ead  at  her  entrance,  and 
4e  waited  in  perfect  BtillneM  till  be  had  finUhed 
Uiderationa.  He  then  nwe  from  liix  kiiee«  with 
■•if  of  almiM  elie«Yful  compuKure,  and  iMMting 
■inicif  at  the  table,  made  a  tagn  to  her  to  {>lucr 
Wotif  near  him. 

"  Thi»  is  no  moment  for  ceremony,  my  child," 
■id  be,  "or  Fraiioewco  Gurruni  would  not  seat 
llfaMelf  in  tbe  prewnce  of  sui  Albano." 
'  Speak  not  of  Much  idledistinctiunti,GatToni(" 
b2 
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metitletl  Ills  pntdcnce,  un<l  oMured  him  that  she 
&lt  too  fully  cunrinced  botli  of  his  will  ami  pow«r 
to  »etTC  licr  aunt,  to  be  over-anxious  as  lo  tJio 
in«ans  that  were  in  liis  liainis  to  lu'coinplish  it. 
GaiToni  blf&sed  her  fervenllyr  aii<l  an  he  lookfd 
in  her  fiice,  which  no  longer  indicated  tho  CX' 
tremc  wretchedness  she  had  felt  at  Santa  Croce, 
be  said : — 

'*  I  can  bear  to  see  you  now — God  ha*  re- 
ceived me  to  his  mercy;  you  shall  have  mai^ses 
aaid  for  me — and  in  Heaven  I  shall  louk  upon 
her  swi-et  liice  in  glor)'." 

JtiJiet  frarcd  tu  let  bim  dwell  too  much  upon 
the  past.  It  was  evident  that  he  had  suffered 
^eutly,  and  that  tbere  were  moments  when  the 
recollection  of  it  shook  his  reason :  but  wild  an 
his  trords  occasionally  were,  there  was  not  one  of 
them  that  did  not  tend  to  confirm  her  belief 
in  the  extreme  importance  of  his  testimony.  It 
ms  as  much  to  (uru  him  from  that  harrowing 
past,  as  to  give  him  needful  information,  that 
she  now  entered  with  bim  upon  the  present 
ground    of  accusatioi^  against  tJie  Abbess;  sixo 
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flf  Camilh»  and  ikowedUa 
Hmt  b  wenU  he  easy  to  brin^  forward  snffirim ' 
crUctkW  to   prore  Oai   iht  Abhtss  «u  iowi 
digrss  coneemed  in  iL 

»  It  was  I,  Fmii.TSco.'*  »he  cuntiinied,  ""Wj 
pkxtvd.  amnged,  and  executed  the  whole :  ui  I 
if  Deed  tN*.  I  am  rewly  to9uffer  fur  iu     EWnHO- 
ber  tbis,  Fiannsco." 

Uv  Iist«nrd  (o  Iter,  witlMut  tntemipcuf  &«' 
by  word  or  sign,  till  «lie  bad  finished,  and  A» 
be  aid — 

"  1  sec  it  ull ;  Uy  down  your  tiinocerri  W 
this  n%fat  in  peace,  my  duM ;  I  wit)  ssve  b« 
without  yonr  aid ;  not  a  second  time  will  I  ** 
that  »WCT*t  face •." 

He  stopped,  and  pasvoi)  he*  haivd  aerM  ^ 
eyes,  as  if  to  remove  some  object  that  tliittnw* 
him< 

At  this  moment  the  roiee  of  Marpam'' 
heard  in  the  eourl,  inqulriitg^  if  any  could 
where  the  lady  Juliet  wm. 

"  That  is  my  pag^i  good  brother;    I  n 
■peak  witJi  him.     Shall  I  lead  you  to  the  Ui— 
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Uiere  is  old  Marietta  there — you  must  remember 
her?" 

Garroni  matde  an  vfTort  to  rise,  but  n^iiti 
a^[>eare<l  trembling  luid  agitated ;  Juliet  Wfiucil 
to  uii<lervtaiid  bis  feelitifrti,  for  sliv  siiiil  :~ 

"  Stay  wbere  you  are,  France^cu ;  I  will  sond 
Fatbvr  Laurence  to  you,  Uiat  you  may  settle 
together  tlie  konr  aiid  niaiitier  of  your  de- 
parture." 

Ho  gave  bcr  a  look  of  tbankfulness,  and 
leBumcd  bi)f  scat. 

"  Do  so,  do  so,  my  child.  Ab»  t  I  am  very 
weok,  wbcn,  even  now  that  the  light  of  Hmvcii 
M>  plainly  sliiiic«  u])on  my  path,  I  still  tremble, 
u  if  1  yet  wandered  on  in  the  dark  night  as 
heretofore." 

Juliet  left  him;  and  having  first  performed 
her  promise,  by  sending  to  desire  Father  Lau- 
rence woutil  go  to  him,  «be  went  to  the  parlour, 
and  ordered  Olive,  whom  slie  fouu<l  tliere.  to 
order  Morganle  to  attend  her. 

He  came  immediately;  for  having  already 
caught  some  tidings  of  the  news  Father  Lau- 
u4 
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rencc  had  rcc«irec1f  lie  liad  lon^  been  tetiia 
fur  bidy  Jiilii't,  in  an  a^ony  of  iDipati«i]<r, 
hear  wluit  it  really  mij^lit  be.  Juliet  lad.  prt- 
hapfl,  never  felt  9ucli  true  affection  for  ber  litil« 
page,  as  slie  did  i»  seeing  llie  pawtoniue  boM  ti 
g^rief  which  fotlovred  ber  anooiineeraenl  of  tbt 
Abbess's  danger.  Her  con6dence  in  Miv- 
f^teS  truth  wBs  uiiboundnt,  and  she  vrapM 
not  Id  wotbe  his  terror,  by  telling  him  hnf 
much  fthe  hoped  from  l]u>  exertiona  of  oU 
rraiicewo. 

Mor^ante  listened  to  her,  but  L-ridenlly  lU 
DOC  share  lier  ca»G<Ieiice ;  uor  could  he,  wttlwal 
knowing  exactly  all  tlie  ngnt  and  slwlavf 
idiMis  whieli,  in  her  miud,  conitpded  hla  MM^ 
Rumy  with  events  loi^  |>n»t,  but  wludi  nal 
produee  the  AtrongeM  efiecc  upon  soy  acemliaa 
l»id  by  Isidore  against  her  aunL  To  all  liii>*b* 
could  give  him  no  clue.  'I'he  eonfidenec  ft 
Gcnildine  was  too  sacr«>d  to  luire  been  bnalheJ 
to  any. 

"  There  is,  as  I  believe,  more  oewa  esnfaf 
Uther  Tor    Father    Laurence,"    aaid    die  bajr 
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jectwUy ;   "  niid  It  may  be  worae  siill,  for 
vkat  I  know ;  for  Fntlier  Dominic  ever  looks  to 
s  a  bird  of  bad  omen." 

*'  I'atlier  Dominic  i     let  lie  here,  Morgaote  1" 

**  He  is  cilbcr  here,  or  lie  will  be  hood,"  re- 
plied die  boy.  "  1  tarried  «wliil«  nt  Torre 
Veccliia,  to  Me  a  vcsoci  jiut  orrivcd  from  Trieste 
eome  to  tlie  [lier,  and  tlie  fir»t  puMscnger  that 
■leppMl  on  shore,  was  i-'atlier  Dominic^" 

'*  'I'liat  proves  not  tliat  he  a  coming  here, 
Morgan  te." 

**  No,  Sigitora ;  but  I  saw  him,  stnlT  in  hand, 
following  half  u  mile  bi'biitd  nie,  as  I  came  up 
the  rocky  road  that  leadii  from  the  to^vii  to  our 
Dortli  entrance ;  that  road  caa  oidy  bring  liini 
bitfacr,  Signoro." 

Ulive  rntert-d  at  the  moment  he  HLid  this, 
and  coniinucd  his  intelligence.  **  Orim  Father 
Dominic"  vna  just  arrived,  mightily  hot  and 
weary,  and  bad  desired  to  see  Father  Laurence 
iJone. 

"  And  is  Father  Laurence  now  witli  him, 
OUve?" 


^  d  A  np  tagedB  a 


m  vUdi  bope  lad  now  ilnitr 
bar.  ffe  Asmmffd  Mo^ante,  witki 
ndh  BmWr  Fnaceaeo  till  Fate 
a»  ^B,  and  to  be  Tcry  kind  ■< 
RSik  ds  W  «iBied  far  notluDg. 
Shr  awaja^HlWr&dMT  in  Ua  libnrT.  It 
■.  fe  frsH  i/a  iDtentiaa  to  anun- 
sHj  poniaa  of  ha  secret  hope;  it 
twm  ■»  ntk.  as  it  eertainl}' «» ■>' 
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boors  U^dter,  upon  the  lioiiotir  aiul  glorj'  of  ber 
near  relalionsliip.  Fei'ling,  tlicrofore,  Iliat  her 
reaerve  would  cause  him  no  pain,  Juliet  Kaitl  no 
more  of  old  Francesco'^  miwiion,  tlmii  tlmt  she  vita 
sore  the  renerablo  man  would  prove  just  »ucli  aii 
evidcnc-e  as  the  nameless  friend,  from  whom  the 
alarming  letter  cunic,  liad  wiiilie<l  them  to  dis- 
patch to  UoDte. 

**  It  may  be  ho,  lady  Juliet;  aiid  all  tliat  ia 
very  well;  but  as  for  Father  Uitureiiec,  he  must 
e»fraf;<i  to  return  again  with  ail  pimblc  speoil. 
My  maninjre  may  be  fixed  for  any  diiy,  n  wfck, 
a  fortnight;  in  lUiori.  1  Icnuw- not  wln-n,  mid  1 
must  have  him  here.  Doublleis,  the  prior  will 
be  the  fitliitg  person  to  p«rfonn  the  ceremony; 
but  I  must  have  Father  Laurence  with  me ; 
indeed,  I  must." 

**  Fear  not,  dear  sir,  but  be  »hall  return  in 
liine !  he  will,  I  am  sme,  make  no  unncccMury 
dday*  when  such  an  event  is  expected:  aitd 
here  I  think  he  eome«,  for  1  hear  the  idiuffie  of 
hia  slippers  in  the  corridor." 

The    Confessor    entered   the   moment  after, 
b6 
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and  die  Count  insiatill)'  began  a  nlo^I  nnttt 
«ntmU)',  diat  let  wluit  wuuli]  happen,  ht 
tihoulil  tnke  can*  (o  return  in  time  to  latmt 
ujioti  liiin  on  the  tiny  of  litii  iDorriajfe.  JoSrt 
WI18  >«iirpri6e<l  (a  (it>s<'rve  tlic  aluM-at  iiir  villi 
which  Father  Latinrnc*  listened  to  turn;  h 
was  not  only  en<lent  that  h<'  was  tliinkine 
i>f  »omethin|^  t>l«e,  hut  that  the  subject,  lei  it 
l>c  what  it  m^it,  oGcupi«d  »  filter  portiiin 
of  hifl  whol«  attention,  tlian  it  was  usual  tm 
Hm  to  bc«tow  0(1  any-  loedibition  wlutrvfr. 
Stie  rememberc4l  tluu  1-atlier  Oomiaie  had 
been  witli  him,  and  concluded,  like  Matgantr. 
that  ho  hud  brought  him  alurming  intelS* 
genee. 

"  If  tlte  C'otint  (loc«  not  purticniarly  want  jrOB. 
Father  I^urence,"  said  JulJet ;  "  1  wish  «m 
would  have  the  kindne«t  to  vuit  old  FnuicnKv 
in  the  hutler's  hall.  He  is  anxiowi  to  Iran 
your  arrangements  about  setting  off  lo-raonow. 
I  ))romis«l  to  send  you  to  him  long-  agn;  bat 
I  believe  you  have  been  en);agetl  with  yw 
friend,    Katbcr   Dominic.      Has   he   heanl  iW 
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Strange   news  from    Snnt'   CatliiMiiiit'H,    Father 
Laurence  ?" 

An  air  of  the  most  evHlent   euiliitrni)t8nie»r 
took  po«se«iioQ  of  the  CoiiftiMor's  features. 

'•  In  truth,  lady  Julk't,  I  know  not ." 

'*  X»y,  that  is  Htrang^,  good  Father;  1  tiliould 
have  tltoughl  it  would  have  been  the  fir»t  word 
to  plus  betwri-n  you." 

*'  Far  from  it — far  from  it,"  said  Father  Lau- 
rence, recovering  himself;  "  tluitk  you,  lady 
Juliet,  tliat  I  would  speak  to  any  man  respecting 
what  must  so  nearly  touch  my  patron? — but. 
lady  Juliet,  if  it  please  you,  I  liu^'c  one  word 
for  your  private  car,  before  I  go  to  do  your 
bidding  with  Francesco." 

Juliet  followed  him  out  of  the  room,  and  he 
led  the  way  to  the  parlour. 

'*  I  have  been  thinking,  lady  Juliet,"  wdd 
hfl^  "  that  if  we  arc  fortunate  enough  to  ob- 
tain admission  to  the  laily  Gcnddine  il'Albano, 
the  AbbcM  of  Saiit'  C'-Jitherin«'«,  I  shoulil  say, — 
I  have  been  thinking,  that  it  would  truly  be  a 
great  comfort  for  her,  could  she  hare  some  female 
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NM  BM  ■  stnager  u>  iker ;  tkoe- 
pnpoK,  if  it  meets  your  lia^ 
ofce  Ike  diB^  Olire,  wiA  n« 


Rpfied,  Ae  gare  «  nfnd  dHN^ 
the  HM^'s  Bodve  cooU  be  fiir  &i« 
it«»  Mader  care  in  tbe  AbbeW* 
dw  wit  W^  bcBeire — and  yet  ha  inngnv 
mm  «nM  j»j;je«  bo  otkn. 

-  T«i  g^  Me  a  teason,  Father  iMmeaeey" 
AtrefStJ:  -vrdear  aaat«iD  indeed  want  tb^ 
«^iiHi  rf  a  vwHB  near  ber — but  that  waoaO 
^B  W  «ah-  HTsrif — I  will,  myself  acoompuiy 

Fwh  I  Laaraice  coloored  as  red  as  scarlet 
^YMoei^bdrJaliet?     Wbat  »iU  my  Iwl 
tWCMUay?' 

'  DM  Toarself  for  tli&t,  etiod  Fadier: 
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project  of  miirryin^  Llin  httd  b«cn  an- 
iiouncctl,  licr  influence  with  ln?r  fiitlior  wius 
unbound  V(l. 

"  lit  rntliLT  Uominic  stJU  here?"  «ud  Julkt, 
abruptly. 

"  Her«  ?    U  he  here,  my  daiij^htcr  ?  rouUy  1 

do  not  jii»lly  kitow .     Have  you  any  com- 

mui<ls  for  liim,  ludy  JuUct?^ 

"  It  may  be  that  lie  ciui  serve  our  cui»c  at 
Romv ;  I  nieb  to  know  if  he  be  still  hrn>,  holy 
Fatlier." 

••  I  will  in(]iiirt>,  my  daiiglitcr,"  said  Father 
Laurence,  shuffling  away,  *'  and  bring  you  notice 
straight." 

He  left  her,  and  Juliet  renuuned  in  deep 
meditation;  she  wan  puzzled  to  discover  what 
h«r  reverend  Confewor  was  about : — "  but  it 
mattcn  oot*"  thought  she,  "  I  will  go  with 
htm." 

Father  Laarcnoe  almust  immediately  brought 
her  word,  titat  Father  l>oininic  was  returned  to 
his  coiivenL 

■'  Keturned  ?"    said  Juliet*    carelessly ;    "  I 
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tlwught  tlie  holy  FntliM'  was  jiui  xnini  hm 
Trieste?" 

Again  Fuber  l^iurrticc  colonrvd  to  tWvify 
lop  of  bia  tonaure. 

»  Now  Uk'ii,  fjruocl  Futber,"  «akl  JtUirt,  di^d; 
ttnilin^,  "  you  can  ymy  your  vbtit  to  oU  Ganmi, 
— 1  will,  meanwliite,  aititouncc  to  the  CooM  mj 
iutc-ixinl  journey,  auci  tWu,  tti  uU  hatu.  Ml 
■bout  pr\'parin){  for  il." 

TW  Count  tcntiiied  little  xurprlM  at  lirr  intr- 

aJmtion,   but  after  m  momtiit's  conndcntiMi 

oeened  to  faaey  tbnt  be  undcnitood  her  Bwdta. 

"  Yuu  art  wisely,  my  cbild — wHb  brr  biAt- 

ence  at  Rome,  she  biw  liltli*  to  6mr — uid  a  jrM 

have   deddi-d   upon   returning   to   your  wOid 

callinj^,  it  is  quite  r^t  that  you  shcmld  maaiftat 

your  zeal  to  serve  tlie  Abbess  of  Suit'  CotW- 

rina's ;  of  cotirse.  you  will  inhabit  some  religiooi 

house  durin)^  your  stay, — know  you  uf  any  wtd 

whose  superior  your  revered  aunt  is  well  at- 

quaiinted  !'** 

"  !  do,  sir,"  replied  Juliet ;    "  many  «f  lb 
eanouesies    of    the   Uoly   ttepulckre    are   hrr 
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friendH  of  long  standing, — it  is  to  them  I  shall 

•*  That '»  well; — but,  my  dear  Juliet,  Ao  not 
■care  Itome  witliout  bringing  ttomc  elegniit  te»- 
ttmony  of  regard  for  lady  CUudia— «onie  trinket 
— some  briiiid  ornaments — you  understand  me? 
Somvlliing  tliat  I  could  offer  her,  with  credit  to 
my  |ji:tt«." 

Juliet  promised  to  remember  tlte  comnuMion, 
and  to  execute  it  punctually,  if  circuni&tance!< 
would  permit  tier  tn  do  m>.  She  tlieii  buKlene<l 
to  her  ruom,  to  make  sucli  preparatioiui  as  M'ere 
necewary  for  her  sudden  journey,  and  gave  Olive 
ttotice  tliat  she  should  require  her  att^^ndoncp. 
Tliis  intimation  was  received  with  a  Hti|>pr4-H»ed 
nnile,  and  a  promise  that  she  would  be  ready  at 
ao  early  hour  on  tlie  morrow. 

Juliet  now  prepared  to  go  to  rest,  of  which, 
in  tnilb,  she  had  great  need;  but  her  inten- 
tion WES  delayed  by  the  arris's]  of  Morgante, 
who  baHlily  begged  tbitt  ithe  would  K]>eak  one 
word  to  Francesco,  before  ahe  retired  for   lite 
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Ske  inmediatfly  complied  witb  the  nqnM, 
and  fouod  die  old  mail  vritli  tnarkii  of  frat 
agitation  on  his  countenance. 

"  Kjm>w  you,"  said  he,  the  toomenl  tkt  0^ 
taredi  "who  luw  been  here?" 

"  Do  you  mean  Futher  Dumiuic,  good  in- 
ther?" 

*'  Yes,  Father  Dominie. — Do  you  ake  Im 
into  your  councils  ?' 

"  No,  iiMieed,  Frwwraco — I  hanUy  Itnu*  U" 
by  (.iglit." 

"  Then  wherefore  in  he  here  ?" 

"  He  i.1  well-known  to  otir  ConfcMor.  a' 
often  viititH  him." 

"  I  knew  not  that,"  r<^lie«l  OumHii,  thcnfb- 
fully.     "  Is  he  to  go  with  wt?" 

"  Certainly  not,  ho  can  know  nothing  rflWt 
business ;  Father  Laurence  usmirvs  mc,  tkt  br 
has  not  named  it  to  liim ;  but  I  shall  f^  ^'^ 
you,  Francesco." 

"  It  is  right — it  is  very  riglit  yon  ftbouUi  9^ 

child, — and  take  the  boy,  your  pag^e,  with  J"*- 

he  may  do  us  seiMce ; — but  hold  no  close  €W»™ 

IS 
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the  friend  of  Domfaiio — I  will  not  tnut 


''•  fHoK  last  words  wcrp  spoken  in  a  cautious 
wUiper.  Juliet  tnade  a  sign  Uiat  she  nnder- 
Hmd  him,  and  roite  to  take  ber  travc ;  Garroni 
nut  too,  and  followed  her  to  the  door ;  at  the 
notncnt  »hv  wm  IcAving  him,  he  laid  hu  hand 
upon  ber  arm,  and  whi?«peTed  in  her  ea^— 

**  For  the  love  nf  mercy,  let  me  not  pan  tJut 
Bight  alone  T 

He  secmexl  to  8|>««k  with  difficulty  and  reluc- 
Bim,  and  his  luuid  trembled:  Jnliet  trembled 
too:— 

"Von  shall  not,"  she  replied;  "  compos« 
iMBself,   (.iarroni :    &f oi^ante    shall    be    with 

At  an  early  hour  tho  following  tnomlng,  lady 
'ifitt,  her  i)H^.  and  OUrc,  vrere  in  their  litter; 
Vti  before  tlie  sun  was  fully  above  the  horizon, 
■ejr  had  already  travelled  s  league  on  their 
Biniey  towarda  Home ;  Father  Laurence  and 
Jftroni  rode  on  tnnles  beside  them,  aeoom- 
anied  by  several  well-anned  attendants. 
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It  is  prol)a!>l«  that  some  ocntple  of  omwaowt 
niggcetrd  to  Oiv  Count,  that  lM^  mt  iimtdl 
taking  llib  Impomuit  l>Dninfi«t  rutlitr  (opJBcljr, 
for  lie  inxistvdt  tluit  tiwly  JiiUvt  sihI  \m  i'lw 
ftssnoT  slioitld  cocRV  to  lib  bvd-ddc,  In'fut*  tkry 
left  the  oiMtlci  and  recvivv  a  inuMuge  kt  Vt 
respected  sistci. 

"  Tell  bpT,"  said  lie,  with  most  uDpnnm 
vuntfstni-ss,  "  thut  nothing  should  tisvr  kq>t  nr 
front  wiuting  upoii  l»er  ut  such  a  timr,  bul  tfa 
imperative  duty  of  attending  to  the  tiegwUiiam 
uii  wliicli  depeiuk  the  continuance  of  the  nee 
from  which  slie  sprang, — in  a  woid,  explain  to 
her  fully  roy  present  delicate  situalioo,  wiii 
respect  to  the  lady  Clau<lia  di  Montecielo." 

Botli  Juliet  and  the  Confewwr  protniiicd  thai 
Ids  commands  ahuuld  be  punctually  obeyed :  br 
tlieo,  with  inofit  amiable  fatherly  anxiety,  doirol 
she  would  take  great  care  of  henielf,  and  not  bil 
to  announce  to  the  Cardinal,  who  had  il»e  faoixmr 
of  beiii^  lier  cousin,  that  Hlie  was  in  Itonw. 

"  But  above  all,  Juliet,"  he  repeatnl,  in  «»- 
elusion,  •'  remember  lady  Claudia." 
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JtiUet  reiterated  tlie  promise  she  ha^l  before 
g;ivcii,  aiid  lie  then  permitted  Ihem  lo  depart. 

Thoujfh  tbe  jouniej'  was  long  and  tedious,  it 
vras  performed  without  accident ;  and  lady  JuUet 
and  her  cortege  found  themselves  in  safetj*  at 
Rome,  witliin  a  week  of  tlieir  leaving  Albaiio. 
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JtTUCT  rcjMurcri  fannnluU'ly  to  die  coonnl  ^ 
tW  Hot)-  Sc|>nkl>rc,  where  sbc  «-bs  cordnllf 
■dJ  myectfullT  received  by  tbe  nobk-  CodoU* 
S  Mebma,  dicf  canonen  of  Ute  order.  Saiiof 
vmli  «zce«d  tbe  tMtonUhiaeol,  with  which  ik 
Wod(  tad  ibe  ether  ladies  of  her  bou«e,  htfri 
Aat  1^  Abb(M  of  Saat'  Catberina's  M  bttf 
vn^ned  before  tbc  JmI)-  tribunaL  VTben  > 
■V  tfaeomed.  that  !»))-  Juliet  berwlf  M 
kttm  nsident  at  Ancona.  during  the  time  ito 
tW  escape  tif  the  unmured  nan  mu  eflin:ti>iL  1^ 


eager  curiosjt)-  of  die  caDoneases  knew  no 
bounds :  and  it  re<{iured  all  the  iuflueuce  of  the 
powerful  motives  which  sustained  her  discretion, 
to  enable  her  to  an&wer  the  iutemiinable  striiig 
of  questions  aiddressed  to  her,  williout  commil- 
litig  herself.  The  rery  &hort  time  s)ie  had  re- 
tided  in  the  oonveut,  furnished  her  tutrongeat 
defence,  through  the  whole  of  thU  emharrassiiif^ 
examtnaiion. 

"  Were  the  sisterhood  generally  attached  to 
the  unfortunate  nun  ?"  was  the  natural  ques- 
tion. 

**  1  really  Iiad  no  means  of  judging — I  took 
the  novice's  habit  the  very  day  her  situation  was 
discovered,"  was  the  unsatUfactor)'  reply. 

"  Do  you  know  in  what  part  of  tliu  building 
the  vaults  were  situated,  where  the  interment 
took  place?" 

''  I  was  told  that  tbey  were  in  the  iddc  next 
tLe  «ea." 

"  I*  it  not  possible,  Uieti,"  said  a  portly 
cauonesA,  who  &till  felt  some  sym])atliy  with 
^^^■UID  afiairs;  "  is  it  not  pocdbb  that  ber  lover 


may  liave  fannd  meacns  lo  oxlitimc  hf r  fram  *illi- 
oul,  an<l  so  licar  Iior  iwny  by  Hulory" 

"  II  soeiiH  very  prolmliU*,"  n-plicii  Jutict. 

"  No,  ii4>,  in>— (jiiiN-  imjiowibU',"  *iui  tk» 
Countess  «li  Mciino, — "  1  have  risilml  tUf  Ab- 
best  of  Saiiit'  Ciilli<TiiuiN  in  hpr  conmH,  mi 
such  a  device  tw  you  ttjwak  of  woiitit,  rtt  iit, 
have  sent  the  duipcl  aflont  upon  (he  A<lriatic— 
l^y,  my  dear  young  Udy,  vas  the  Ablirw  Wt- 
•elf  particuhuly  nttucfaed  to  llie  unfortuMt 
culprit?" 

"  My  aunt,  I  think,  knew  very  liitlv  rf  he».' 

It  vaa  thus  that  Juliet's  fint  w«ary  ibytf 
Kome  paRsed  away. — Father  Laurence  had  (»»■ 
mised,  when  iliey  parted  ilie  evening  befunr  iI 
the  gate  of  tlie  Hot)-  Sepuldire,  to  lue  hix  uowM 
endeavours  to  discover  where  the  Abb«M  w 
lodged.  He  bousted  of  friendn  attaehed  lothe  ImIt 
offiw,  and  declared  himself  vcrj'  eonfideut  of  benf 
able  to  aKccrtaiti  both  where  she  vras,  and  whni 
her  trial  would  come  on ;  but  the  day  paapd> 
and  he  did  not  appear;  neither  had  nbe  km 
Garront.     'I'he  old  miin  had  coufe»e«l  t«  ht> 
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that  the  titio  of  conduct  tio  meiint  to  pursue  wn 
not  v-itltout  difficulty.  Mr  spokr  witl)  (Ik-  most 
nncere  and  profound  respect  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  laquiaitioD ;  but  owned  that  ibt  very 
sanctity  sotnetimes  made  it  difficult  for  a  poor  . 
man,  unconnected  vnth  any  of  the  powerful 
diarchmcn  who  belonged  to  it,  to  procure  ntten- 
tion.     Still  he  wm  smguine  in   hope,  and  had 

L  left  her  with  the  aamimncc  of  early  tidings, — 
but  none  came.  MorgnntCt  whom  (he  good 
canoncss  pennitted  to  be  lodged  within  tlieir 
convent,  tortured  his  wit  to  find  sources  of  con- 

I  anlation  and  hope  for  his  mistreRs,  but  all  he 
could  <lo  was  in  vuln.  JulJet  was  moftt  com* 
plel«ly  wretched. 

It  was  matter  of  more  siirpriiK?  than  comfort 
to  her,  that  Olive  guvc  every  indication  of  being 
quite  as  nnliappy  us  herself.  Site  ptutit-d  die 
day  in  teain,  and  when  she  allcn<lvd  Juliet  on 
her  retiring  for  the  night,  declareii  hcrecif  so  ill, 
tjiat  she  did  not  espcct  to  be  able  to  leave  lier 
bed  next  day. 

Karly  on  the  following  morning  Juliet  waa 
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of  tbe  convcM 
Id  tftak^  to  ber— it 
to  be  tninitri;  M 

9sC    CV9   rflUfllllB^ffl 

■t  IBo  VW   IIBHiiUj  ■IHialM 

Im  Ofipuiud  to  give  kini  ne*  1 

Wrdiri|idy  oatW  b«MM««U 

bn%  dymy  Ininelf  thK 

hMbMhfc.    *<Ym 

rfwir  link  |«^ 

let  me  tekr  itin  vitii  ow 


-  Mwgm»!— WliM   <n    Im    do   for  in 

"  EnxT.lU^.  Our  boly  &Umt,  tlie  ftf 
Skt  im  MK  yowi  pmocjrpe.  tiM-  tff>ly  Ji 
njSi  '  Let  ike  finlecUUmi  mne  duid  nKf- 
TlMewnnliv  ci^nideTed  in  aiii»oii.«iKlyJ 
fiag  ia  fMH,  m  nopeaiJed  orer  tlw 
Sttifrign  Poniift  wben  he  pMM* 
fjaDccy  b*iliu£  fniB  St.  Peter'k  to  tbe  \'i 
ei«  be  enter*  bis  pftboe,  be  turns,  kimI  t(  ii 
tbu  from  tbe  baii^  of  Utile  cbildreii  lie 
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lo  pctidons  of  his  people — I  mnst  conrey  one 
a  lum,  lady  Juliet:  and  it  must  be  Morgante 
rlio  shall  deliver  il" 

rite  Iwy  was  oalled,  and  readily  agroc<l  to 
iccomjtany  the  old  maii,  who  promuiod  tlmt  he 
ihoald  return  in  a  few  hours.  lie  did  so,  aiid 
Mftured  Juliet,  «-itk  ^re»l  rali«bction,  tliat  he 
very  sure  the  fingers  of  ]m  Holiness  cloned 
firmly  urer  the  paper  he  Wl  given  lum,  as  his 
■hh  littlv  thumb  had  been  fortunate  enough  to 
mnre  the  pressure. 

t'Diat  4hiy  niis  Tliursdny ;  imd  it  was  at  thp 
i^regiilion  whicii  vrjis  hvld  that  nig^ht,  ibut  bis 
utiness  at  lenf^th  yielded  to  the  rca«oiiing«  of 
Ablwt  Isidore,  and  consented  that  the  AbbcM 
SsJit*  Catlieriiui's  should  be  summonctl  to  take 
<r  triul  before  the  holy  tril>unal  of  tlie  luqui- 
citioii,  iMtli  for  the  impittrd  cnme  of  reli'asitifr  a 
demned  nun,  and  fur  otlier  scandalous  pra&- 
brought   ngainst  ber  in  aociiMtioii,  from 
er  quarter. 
Friilay  was  the  <tay  of  the  week,  whidi  at  tluit 
le   was  set  apart  by  the  holy  office,  for  ilic 
c2 
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The  fBriiMB  srcncT  of  InqninO 
V  iMir  ooTOinCftf ' 
■kaAer;  Bfid  wkca 
tWir  ftwfiil  lNnitM«s»1 
ef  Ae  holy  office, 
V  »k>  iHd  been  btindlr 
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Utroogh  its  ivcesfiM,  and  only  restored  to  tbe 
use  of  bis  eym  when  placed  tn  tlie  midst  of  hw 
•able  judges,  was  Imrdly  more  ignorant  who  llie 
iDdi\'iduaU  niigbt  be,  wbo  at  that  moment  coiiHii- 
ttUed  the  court,  tban  each  member  was  of  all  tbe 
kM>  When  tbe  business  of  tlie  hour  began. 
indeed,  tlie  voices  of  sacb  as  spoke  announced 
Uieiu  to  tbeir  fellow's;  but  even  tbis  was  often 
Kvoidcd  by  tlic  cnutioiui  wliUper,  wbit^  doomed 
a  wrctcli  to  torture  or  to  <l«atb,  from  beneath  tli<- 
sbclt^T  of  tu)  Inquwitor's  cowl. 

It  wax  nlmo«t  with  n  fcj>lin|;  of  ^ladnoss  tlmt 
Geraidine  d'Albano  hiw,  on  the  fourteenth  day 
of  her  8»d  and  NolitJiry  confinement,  bcr  <lo«r 
open,  and  two  men  enter,  clothed  in  long  Iimjw 
girments  of  able  Hcrge,  and  wearing  black 
relvet  mu«k»  upon  their  (aC4>s.  'Diey  npproucheil 
her  cbuir,  luid  eueb  taking  her  gently  by  tlu* 
arm,  causrd  her  to  rbte,  I«uling  ber  ncroM  tlie 
room,  and  down  tlie  marble  stairs  into  n  hull, 
where  a  Mmiill  covered  litter,  8tirT0iinde<I  by  men 
dressed  like  themselves,  stood  ready  to  receive 
ber.     In  tbi»  litter  «lic  was  immediutely  placed. 


80 


TUE  ABBESS. 


itilcMdur  curbiiiis  In-ing  carcfullyMcaRdnuirf 
her,  mid  tlien  mucd  i>y  the  men  wlu>  itluod  hoUt 
U.  She  WTM  carrtod  in  this  nuumer  fv  aboM 
half  an  buur,  when  tlu*  bfarvra  stof^Mn);  m' 
Geraliiitic  licurtl  Urn  op«i)iiig  of  licai'y  ffUk 
The  next  tnomcnt  she  wus  BgaiD  boroc  (onnafc 
and  wan  prcwnUy  ccitiifciwuii  of  being  uonvrytd 
dun-n  u  long  flight  uf  stain ;  at  tba  bottom  rf 
these  Riiotiier  vliort  paiutc  prccedvd  i1m>  op«uinf( 
of  a  door ;  aftvr  which*  not  qvbo  tbe  eUi^ 
feslened  cnrtains  thut  suTTounded  her,  imU 
prevent  ker  being  c»nflcioiia  of  the  damp  frofa- 
ness  of  the  air  she  was  breathing. 

The  men  now  moved  rapidly  ftliKig,  M  V 
anxioiLt  to  bring  their  labour  to  a  dnae;  Uim 
times  they  Hopped,  white  doors  were  opvaed  t« 
admit  them,  after  which  the  litter  was  plond 
upon  the  ground,  the  leather  curtain*  wo* 
dfawn  aside,  aitd  a  hand  extvinled  to  uauu  ht 
leaving  iL  As  soon  as  she  had  done  wo,  ih*  fl^ 
deavoured  to  dtscorer  what  spedcH  of  abodr  <n> 
now  ])reparecl  for  her;  but  th«  light  vtm  »* 
eitough  to  pennit  her  sedng  the  furto  or  uUft' 
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of  the  chamber;  the  litt«r  she  bad  left  waa  im- 
mediately raised  from  llic  ground,  ami  carried 
out ;  she  heard  the  tloor  citxtc ;  Hilviice  tiiv  niuit 
profoimd  follower),  and  u  few  miiiuti'S  of  m'my 
examiiialioii  sufficed  to  convince  her  thut  hIh* 
wa»  once  more  alone. 

There  wan  much  in  the  obticurity,  the  chilU 
neaSf  and  low>arched  ((loom  of  the  apairtment,  tu 
apptl  a  dmid  Hpirit ;  and  the  Abhess  sighed,  as 
the  deliberately  aurveyet)  it*  quaint  aiid  inge- 
akma  architecture,  to  think  how  many  wretched 
beiikfi^  bad,  prolMit>ly,  lOiruiik  in  trembling  terror 
from  tlie  empty  <LiTkne«4  of  its  remote  recenea. 
But  it  waK  not  by  such  deirices  that  Geraldine 
could  be  made  to  miBer,  and  iter  nurvey  com- 
pleted, ahe  Hal  down  on  u  Mone  bench  against 
the  wall,  removing,  almonl  witlmut  a  shudder, 
the  chain  u'liii-)i  hutifr  trom  a  staple  ia^erted  in 
it>  One  Htage  of  suffering  wns  past,  and  slie 
reJMoed  at  IL  Her  gpiritu  relieved  from  the 
dreadful  monotony  of  her  late  confinemeiil,  in  a 
l^eat  (legree  recovere«l  tlieir  accti^tomed  energy. 
She  knew  to  a  certainty,  tliat  she  was  in  tlie 
c4 
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buntU  of  «n  inveterate  en«iny ;  slie  knew  da 
that  Ilia  power  was  coiuiiU-niblc,  bot  ili*  ww  nM 
ignorant  of  her  owu.  She  had  m-wd  the  rrp- 
tation  of  a  rich  (iidownipnt  from  the  imiili  fl 
and  sconi  which  luid  liilU'n  upoti  it,  to  s  tait 
that  might  have  sUUfinl  tite  utmost  ambitioa  •( 
its  i>iuus  fouiuler ;  the  knew  that  afae  had  it- 
senred  aiid  ohtaiiitMl  the  esteem  of  those,  vboM 
ri^iteoiu  wisheii  she  had  for  yean  rt^htmudr 
fulfilled,  aitd  thu  oouviction,  backed  by  her  fiia 
but  biunble  reliance  on  the  Power  who  ertr 
sustains  the  pure  in  heart,  enabled  her  to  awni 
will)  passive  fortitude  whatever  mi^t 
Several  hours  passe*!,  after  her  rrmoval,  bcfaw* 
her  new  prison  was  vl<uted.  At  length  a  door 
on  tlie  opposite  side  from  iliat  by  which  AiC 
entered,  was  opened,  aD<I  a  fij^ure  prccMrlf 
similar  to  lbi»e  she  liad  already  seen,  rntendt 
and  set  a  bowl  of  soup,  some  bread,  and  a 
piuiher  <if  water  beitde  lier,  on  tlie  bench  wbrt* 
she  sal,  and  a^iin  left  the  room ;  she  tooJi  iW 
refrmliment,  and  it  appeared  that  she  had  ftMS 
watched  from  without,  as  she  did  so,  for  i 
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aa  she  had  finnhcd  her  m«al,  the  door  again 
opened  ;  n»d  nuw  two  invn  enured,  one  of  wliuni 
imineilialely  litKt  a  luuidkerdiief  over  Iter  eyc-i. 
and  then  eacli  taking  gently  hold  of  lier  itmi»  m 
before,  led  her  between  them  for  a  con.siderablf 
disuiin!.  Wln-n  tbvy  slopped,  llic  liandagv  was 
removed  frtiin  licr  eyes,  and  she  fnund  herself 
in  a  laif^e  lull,  hinig  entirely  with  black,  which, 
notwithstanding  the  lamps  which  were  mx^ 
pended  from  the  arched  ceiling,  produced  ex- 
actly the  Minbre  effect  so  aptly  described  by  » 
modem  bard — 

Nm  darknBB»— bui  littlit  tliat  «ra>  dmul. 
It  was  siome  time  before  she  could  diatinguisli 
th«  audience  before  whom  she  stood:  hut  when 
Iwr  wycB  had  become  accustomed  to  tlie  laint 
lights,  und  lU-delincd  sliadows  whidi  marked 
tfa«ir  outhnes,  she  perceived  tliat  immediately 
her  were  many  rows  of  black  figures,  all 
iite<l  exactly  alike,  wiiJi  their  heads  deeply 
enveloped  iii  cowls.  They  were  ranged  in  a 
semicircle,  one  row  being  on  the  level  of  ilie 
aud  the  others  raised  by  equal  intervala 
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above  it.  Between  these,  her  judgHiiildWMK 
wiM  u  long  table,  ako  coreretl  with  hhA,  it 
wliicb  were  pbiecd  four  sable  fi^pires  with  tbt 
implomenta  for  writing;  Wfore  them. 

A  profound  silence  of  several  mioutM  toBuni 
her  entrance,  and  tlien  slie  beard  a  voice  p^ 
chiim  lier  uame  and  titles  from  ao  darii  n^ 
clLiitiuit  a  part  of  t)»e  chamber,  that  the  may  M 
justly  atcertain  wlienoe  it  proceeded.  She  U 
not  answer,  and  tlie  word*  were  rrpiate^  ^ 
evidently  from  another  part  of  the  roon.  G«bI* 
dine  altnoet  smUvd  at  the  idle  mummenr<  wl 
replied  distinetly — 

<*  I  am  here." 

"  Geraldiue  d'AIbono,"  mid  a  low  and  tw 
muloiis  voice  ftom  umong  the  figure*  who  <•! 
before  her, — "  Gcnildinv  d'AIbono,  you  aro  hm 
to  answer  to  a  chaise  of  roost  foul  heresy," — tb* 
speaker  paused,  and  Geraldineanswereil  firmly— 

•*  Who  is  iny  acctiser  f 

"  Write !"  said  siiotlier  voice  from  thv  htoA 

"  Geraldinc   d'Alliano,"   repeated   the   sbdh 
feeble  voice,  "  yoa  are  not  here  to  qneatiOB,  b>d 
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to  answer. — Do  you  liold  sncreil,  cntln.',  niKl 
with  no  shade  of  most  Bccurs^d  iiinovadoti,  ilic 
true  catlioUc  and  apostolic  doctrine  of  the  only 
Jtoly  church  as  received  at  Itomc  ?" 

**  1  do  hold  sacred,  entire,  and  with  no  ^hii<li- 
of  most  accursed  inuovatiun,  the  tntcctttliulicnnd 
ajMMtolic  <Iuctrinc  of  the  only  church  in  which 
it  hm  hcen  my  blvsscd  fortune  to  be  hre<l." 

"  Write !"  said  a  voice  wlucli  even  in  liiai 
Bii^lo  word,  luid  from  tlic  depth  of  the  unotlier- 
ing  cowl,  -Mundcd  frivndly  and  approving. 

"  Yea,  write !"  aud  anotlivr  voice  tremhlin^ 
with  u^talion ;  "  hut  write  carefully — by  Hcnveii 
•ihc  jialtent  witJi  us." 

Gcrohluie  in  an  instant  knew  that  tins  vit»  tlii> 
voice  of  Isidore. 

The  velieinence  of  tlie  exclamation  appear«<i 
to  excite  a  {general  immnur.  ijeveral  minuter 
eliip»ed  before  uleuce  was  perfectly  re&tored. 

Another  voice  tJieii  »])oke. 

"  Geraldine  d'Albano,  do  you  kiiow  the  in- 
tvrior  of  the  raidts  used  for  the  confineineiit  iir 
interment  of  crimuisls  in  the  convent  dcdirated 
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to   Sanf   CaUierina'fl    of    Siciui,   uuiaud  nea: 
AUOODK  ?" 

"  Perfectly,"  replied  lie  pnnaiiet. 

'*  Write,"  procee<le<l  fruiq  M>vt^  tomo  atMCB. 

"You  know  the  inleritH-  of  tlicse  nulv  po- 
fectly.  How  came  you  to  be  thus  aaipaiati 
with  ilieni  ?  Recollect  yourself," 

"  When  1  wiw  made  Al>b«9s  of  the  contw 
of  Sunt'  CatWriiutX  llio  master  key  of  enri 
pan  of  the  biiildiitg  wae  ddivi>r«d  to  nK  bj:  lb 
luuft]  autJiuritie* ;  aiu)  on  tliat  ^ame  day  I  nvl'' 
a  progress  through  tlir  whole  edifice,  neithM  tk 
vnidta  for  the  burial  of  the  dead,  nor  those  fa 
the  punishment  of  the  Uring,  were  aautted." 

**  Have  you  never  visited  thera  since  t^ 
<!ay  '/"  said  an  Iiiquinlor — and  again  Geraltbir 
r«cogtiL4ed  tlie  voice  of  Isidore. 

*'  I  know  not,  most  venerable  judges," 
laid)  "  how  irreat  licence  of  reply  ts 
prisoner  befuri!  your  august  tribuiuil ;  bul  if 
permitted,  I  would  answer  ifae  penuMi  wbo  !■( 
questioned  me,  by  coming  at  oucc  In  tli«  pMX 
at  which  1  know  he  aims." 
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A  profinind  uJence  followed  Uiese  wordii, 
which  Geraldine  oonRtriicd  as  pemnimion  to  prt^ 
and  ahe  was  atwut  to  do  so,  when  a  eowird 
leaned  forwnnl  from  Uie  lower  range  of 
seats,  aitd  hvnding  towarib  one  of  tlte  secre- 
taries, uiiered  ca^rly  tlic  word,  "  write  \"  She 
at  onc«  felt  hat  dtu)|;er,  and  determined  lo  say 
nothing  lliat  wa«  uot  rendered  neceasar)-  by  a 
direct  qiie»tioii. 

It  appeared,  Iiowcrer,  that  lliey  expected  lier 
to  proceed,  for  sereml  tnlnutoi*  ela|>se<l'  before 
aitollier  word  was  «pokoii.  The  voice  of  Igidon; 
then  repeated  tlio  fomit-r  quc4tiun : — 

*'  Geraldine  irAIbatio,  have  you  ever  visited 
ihete  dungeons,  ^iiice  llie  day  tliat  yon  ssw  them 
ill  your  prt^resa  round  the  building,  on  occasion 
of  your  itwitallation  ?" 

"  I  have." 

"  At  what  time  ?  and  for  what  purpose  T' 

**  The  time  was  about  two  moutlu  ago — the 
purpose  n-as  to  examine  tlie  dungeon,  prvvioua 
lo  lite  immurrnicnt  of  a  nun  within  litem,  for 
tircurli  of  vows." 
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"  Write  I"    agtin    Munded    fivn 

voices. 

**  For  what  rnuum  did  yau  taaltf  tliU  «a» 
uuion?"  suidalionncvoicf  whicbirm  nocUoKf 
Isidore. 

"  For  tlic  ptirposp  <«f  iwcicrtauuiigr  the  tiwi  J 
a  tradition,  oxtiint  in  my  roiirciitt  ooncvniinfi^ 
execution  of  a  cimilar  olfrnclrr.  It  wax  onlyt^ 
tnuUtion,  tliat  I  ktM'w  hiw  mdl  <1miIi  «■** 
trputcil  at  Sont'  Cntlieriua'ii — none  fticl  km 
cluiiicfd,  «ii)ci'  I  held  rule  tltcre." 

•*Slic  »iK'uk»  the  iniili,"  was  uUereJ  iaiUW 
of  aulliorit)'  from  ttie  tiiglier  seal. 

"  Hut  wherefore  did  you  deem  thii  tsu»- 
nation  ueceasaiy,  Gcralditic  d'Albwio^ 

"  It  WBS  rather  a  feeliii|f  of  interest,  tl*  ^ 
necessity)  which  ocowiiHiod  it." 

'*  And  wliai  wan  the  rvsult  f 

"  1  was  imsble  to  jiidgo  whut  the  moik  <' 
punishment  was  to  be." 

■'  But  you  a»Cfrtaiue<l  this  aftcrvardv  <'  ~ 
dine  d'Alliano  J*'  said  the  voice  of  Bartwiir. 

"  \ever,"  she  re)>Ued  firnily. 

Hi 
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"  Were  you  not  present  at  the  exi>ciitioii  of 
seatetice  f"  v-na  proiioiuiced  from  tin-  liiglicr 

**  I  was  noL" 

"  Was  ii  noi  the  duty  of  the  Ablxjiw  of  Swit* 
^Btheriua's  to  witnesH  the  fiillilnietiL  of  llie  mtih 
7"  said  die  same  voice. 

•*It  wns,  but  natur«  sajtk   under  the  horror 
it.      When  llio  ju<lge8  went  to  u-itnowt   tlio 

rentony  of  <leKTai(»tion,  aiid  all  duit  was  to 
[tUow,  my  »enM?H  failed  mc,  and  i  vnu  left  an  one 
lead,  on  the  floor  of  my  coiivont  parlour." 
"  "  Then  you  knew  tliat  deatli,  a  painful  and 
Uiifreriiii;  dcnth,  mutit  iiievitubty  ensue  ?"  these 
nmb  were  ^kcu  by  the  same  friendly  roice 
rhieb  had  bvfore  cheered  her. 

**  I  did,"  was  the  reply, 

A^n  a  wluAperefl  murmur  passed  along  the 
■iRty  lines  of  jud^s  and  of  counsellors,  and  the 
uncertain  outlines  of  the  lai^  and  shapeless  cowk 
raried,  as  the  beads  they  concealed  comrouni- 
with  those  around. 

"  Members  of  your  own  sisterhood  attendttl 


THE  ABBEM. 

(HI  you,  tbrou^li  this  fiwooniog  ?"  suil  an  iMpD- 
aitor. 

•'  I  think  »o— but  the  fHi'ndly  roim  dm  fiat 
DiPt  my  reluming  srnsc,  was  tluit  of  a  noble  UjTf 
wlio,  if  she  might  \if  <)iiv«lioiml  hcrv,  wauU  Ml 
slirink  from  confirming  my  vroRk." 

"  Yotir  tioblu  nii-cc,  pcrhniw,"  taid  Isidcm 

"  I  »paik  uf  the  hi>Iy  toother,  Santn  CliriMM 
Abhcs*  uf  St.  Ii<lefMt.««,"  r^Uoil  GcraliUue. 

"  llow  may  this  l>c?"  said  an  Inquisilor.  "h 
in  nn  record,  tluit  this  huly  Ahhew  was  bendfrf 
the  court  who  sat  iu  judgment  on  die  apoMHr 
nun:  alie  too  must  have  witnewed  ttR  ixM*> 
tion." 

"I  tniAt,"  Raid  Geraldioe — and  for  the  fin< 
timo  she  spoke  with  some  ttegnn*  of  tn^idttH 
— "  I  tnist  I  have  done  my  uobW  frini  M 
wrung  by  naming  her ;  but  sure  1  lun,  tt  wm  ibr 
who  stood  beside  mv,  whvn  I  opened  my  fpt 
from  the  darkni-ss  which  fell  upon  tliem,  ahf)) 
the  bell  cuIImI  us  to  the  fearfiil  cererauay." 

"Gcmldine  d'Albuno,  tliis  could  hardly  br— 
your  sensi-s  wi-rc  »till  wiuitlertng,  and  what  yo 
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tthed  to  8«e,  you  might  easily  fancy  was  before 


I 


A  mompiit  pawtetl  before  Geraldine  would 
trust  Un  voire — aiid  Uieii  xhe  .taid — 

If  the  plcdgcil  word  of  Oeraldiiie  d'Albaiio 
be  (loutite*!  ui  a  court,  formed  from  the  church 
of  Itome,  it  is  lime  she  ceased  to  speak ;  she 
thought  she  Itad  been  better  known  here." 

*' Change  of  circumstance  will  ofWn  lead 
!tt>  chaugio  of  natare,"  said  the  same  honrtte 
voice,  that  had  before  spoken.  "  The  honoured 
Abbess  of  Saul'  Catlierina'tt,  and  tlie  accomplice 
of  an  apostate  nun,  can  hardly  be  listened  to 
with  til e  same  confidence." 

*'  Enough  of  this,"  s.iid  an  Inquisitor  from  the 
upper  seats,  standing  up  as  he  spoke — and  then 
«dd«d:— 

I"  If  it  be  required  by  the  court,  the  Abbess 
of  Sl  Ildefonse  is  ready  to  appear  before  it ;  she 
b  ID  Rome." 
"  Knough,"  repeated  another  voice,  and  in  an 
instant,  a  whisper  tliat  was  sjirendiiig  through 
thf  court,  was  hushed  to  perfect  silence. 
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"  After  recovering  ^m  your  deadly  fwoMw 
yoii  were  doubtless  left  to  qiiiet  and  Wfost," 
mid  tbe  hoarse  Inquintor. 

"Tbe  Abbe«B  of  Sl  IMefome  pas^i  Ur 
night  in  my  idamlwr,"— rcrpHcd  th«:  prisoni?. 

^IIow?  — Tlic  Abbcm  of  St  JUdnw 
remained  absent  &om  ber  cwireot  duiinit  ibi 
night  ? — thia  must  have  caused  most  stnoge  ^ 
may  througboui  lier  community.  Reodkt 
yourself." 

"The  Abbess  of  St.  IMefonxe  is  in  Hoot' 
repeated  die  voice  which  had  before  |»nxJwiiH 
this  &ct. 

"  Kiiou^  !**  vroA  ii^n  uttered  in  the  so' 
lone  of  authority  that  liad  twice  nlenced  aU. 

"  Leiul  back  tbe  prisraier,"  nid  tbe  i'vd 
Proctor,  who  stood  at  the  top  of  the  aUtt 
ready  to  receive  the  whispered  orders  of  th«' 
behiud  him ;  and,  in  a  moment^  the  e\ff  *' 
(leraldine  were  again  covered,  and  she  "«»  W 
forward  by  two  men,  cuch  holding  bef  by  ■> 
arm.  When  tbe  baodnge  was  rcnuH-eA  *h< 
found  herself  iii  the  sunc  dark  chamber,  fbcrr 
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had  been  ptaeed   before  li«r  examinauon ; 

was  now  more  sensible  Uuui  before  of  tlic 

cuUl  rlcjtafauion  uf  its  appearance.      But  t\n:  n-us 

iiot  dUposvd  to  n'pinc.     Sbc  felt  cottsciutut  timt 

great  as  wur  tbc  peril  in  which  she  stood,  «he 

WW  itot  wilbout  powerful  frieiuk  to  support  ber, 

I  Hill  sbo  aented  herself  iigain  «n  the  rufjrged 

Bch,  stecUiut  botli  in  bupc  and  endunuice. 

Ere  lier  memory  liad  Italf  recapitulated  the 

I  KCne  wliieli  liad  pwsed,  the  tloor  by  wliich  she 

had  originally  entere<l  was  again  opened,  and 

two  of  ibe  8ame  dark  lif^ures  approached   her 

o«ce  more,     ller   eyes   were  silently   blinded, 

and  again  she  was  led  out  of  the  room.     After 

walkuig  some  distance,  one  of  ber  conduciora 

pronounced  the  word  "stairs,"  and  she  was  led 

up  n  loii^  flight  of  tte])M,  so  narrow  ax  to  oblige 

one  of  those  who   led   ber,   to  quit  his  hold. 

Having  reached  the  top,  he  i^n  took  hisi^tation 

by  her  side,  and  so  proceeded  tilt  aitotlKT  door 

was  opened  to  receive  them,  when  the  bau<Uge 

being  removed  from  tier  cycis,  iUic  biul  tlic  satis* 
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&Ction  of  perceiving  tliat  she  vox  in  a  inuil 
room,  hung  with  rude  tapcvtrj-,  and  ligbud  I7 
a  grated  window,  too  near  the  ceiling,  iit6«A 
to  ptevent  her  looking  from  tt;  but  afonliif 
her  both  the  tight  tuid  uir  of  Heaven;  a  doit 
attd  a  table  occupied  the  middle  of  the  iwou 
and  in  one  corner  of  it  vras  u  low  pallet  twl 

Her  conductors  instantlj-  left  beri  but  a* 
even  the  harsh  sound  of  the  key  that  tecaifi 
her  door,  so  gmiing,  under  ail  cirCTimstantrt, » 
the  ear  of  a  prisoner,  could  chill  the  gltw  d 
hope,  which  this  change  of  accoinraodatioii  pn>- 
duoed.  It  was  not  the  increased  comfort  ibt 
cheered  her,  though  that  was  something ;  Iml  ii 
was  the  undoubted  evidence  which  this  aSerdfd. 
that  she  was  no  loi^ner  in  the  hands  of  Isdort. 
which  calmed  Iter  K)>iritK,  and  rendnej  litf 
almost  fenrlfjw  for  ilie  result.  It  was  now  llxl 
she  felt  tlie  full  advantage  of  Juliet's  vise  u' 
lender  care  for  her.  Not  only  was  it  impowft'' 
to  prove  that  she  )iad  assisted  in  the  esoqw  <' 
Camilla;  but  the  more  all  those  wbo  hud  «u^ 
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roundod  lirr  were  qHctttioiieil  conceniing  lh« 
tiinc  it  took  {ilacf,  the  more  clearly  must  it  be 
shown,  that  slic-  could  luiv«  had  no  !i)iare  in  it. 

Her  supper  irns  brought,  and  set  with  tU'ccnt 
obsen-aiice before  her;  and  when  the li^htfuilocl, 
one  of  her  iiiaMko<l  iitt^iidants  placed  a  lamp  upon 
faer  t^Uilr.  Tluiiikful,  aoren«,  and  almost  happy 
in  hrr  M>lilary  jirlooii,  Gt-nildiiie  retired  early  to 
rest,  and  fell  iuleej),  while  the  imu^  of  Juliet, 
radiant  from  the  liapptiiess  of  a  reunion  with 
Iier,  still  floated  before  her  faocy. 

Far  different  was  the  wateliful  night  of  BaN 
tone.  It  was  passed  in  cunununion  with  the 
monk,  Dominic,  who  bade  him  rest  securely  on 
the  overwhelming  testimony  which  he  should 
bring  against  bis  enemy  on  the  morrow,  at  the 
verj-  moment  that  her  besotted  judges,  and  her 
own  pampered  spirit,  should  deem  her  trial 
past. 

"  We  may  feil  to  prove  her  oonniranoe  in  the 
escape  of  the  nun,"  said  di  l*ino ;  "  they  may 
even  bring  o\-idcnce  to  prove  that  it  was  impoa- 
nble.     Wlnt   then?     Coo    this    obliterate   the 
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burning    »Juunv    th««e    cj-ts    have  wi 
Think  it  not,  Ilartooe.     'I'liou  Klialt  fee  her 
liiditig  Iicr  iltKhonounH)  favc  •nth  bf  r  hxndi, 
cunin^  oven   tlic  dim  l>gl>t  of  her  dark 
duuubcr." 

Nerer  did  miutic  sound  more  swfilly  to 
)<ar,  llian  did  tlie  LoorAc  «ixent«  of  Dominic 
tlie  soul  of  Isidore ;  he  hrapptl  ^)df  ii 
upon  his  )i«ad ;  he  boasted  lar^ly  of  hli 
and  hecTtt  iuflueiio* ;  \io  numlxTtil  th<r  i-ovs 
tbo«ie  who  h»d  promised  bi  support  liim ;  jM 
be  was  not  satii^fied.  A^n  and  again  be 
his  confederate  repeat  the  hateful  chu^i>»,  thai 
knew  muAt  blast  lier  pure  mune  fur  rrcr; 
then,  tiirough  the  Umf;  lumn  of  n^hl, 
listened  unwearied  to  the  proois  he  slionred, 
none  couhl  witness  for  her  in  this  matter. 
Uut  all  inimi  conspire  to  prove  her  guiln-.  Ic 
was  vettled  hetween  them,  that  the  whole  woigfct 
of  die  examination  which  was  to  overwhelm  her 
Ml  the  noTTDw,  should  proceed  from  Di  I'in^ 
I«idore  only  aiding  him,  from  time  ts  tini«v  bf 
such  questions,  as  his  intimate  knowledge  of  Iwr 
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reharactcr  might  sufrgwt,  as  most  likely  to  tlialw 
lier  fordtiide.  The  dome  of  St.  Peter's  was 
already  bright  in  die  morning  sun,  when  Isidore 

I  ami  di  Pino  retired  to  rciit,  yet  botli  were  present 
Hi  the  early  inass  performed  vritbin  its  gorgeous 
waUs:  luid  both  wi-re  waiting,  with  ulltlieencr|Qr 
of  well-recruited  strength,  for  the  lioiir  nt  wliicfa 
ihey  were  to  stval  Ironi  the  light  of  day  into  llie 
dark  judgment-hall  of  the  Inquisition. 


CHAPTER  XXXVI. 


L'liannne  nipcrbc  ai  tatient. 


B*cin- 


JuLiET  passed  Ms  inlcn-al  in  a  Mate  of  6* 
most  mWnibU'  cli!ia|i[K>iiitinciit  aiid  nowrtWilT' 
Fatlier  Laui«RC«  did  not  come  near  her,  anil  ^ 
»aw  no  more  of  Garroni ;  even  Morgantc**  g^ 
spirit  waff  titterty  quenched,  and  Olive  tormcntn 
liet  by  unaccountable  mosna,  wailings,  ami  b- 
mentations  concendng  the  state  of  her  soul,  wbw 
she  declared  to  be  pven  over  finiJtyaiid  fbrrrw 
to  perdition.  The  bodily  sickness,  of  wUch  At 
hrnl  complained,  was  healed,  slio  said— but  *** 
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vaa  nmv  stiRV-ring  fram  what  was  infitutcly  worse, 
nunely,  the  goiui-i  uiul  stiii^  of  aii  offendrd  con- 
tcietic^.  All  tliit*  wits  repeated  maay  times, 
before  Juliet  could  withdraw  licr  attention  trom 
Ler  own  en^rruwiiig  iinxietiex,  sufficiently  to 
listen  to  her ;  but  iit  length,  some  strong  expres- 
sion of  Kelf-reproacli  induced  her  to  inquire  what 
it  was  to  which  flh«>  alludcti,  and  what  crime  sh« 
could  have  cotnniittfKl,  which  ciillr<l  for  a  r«pcrit- 
■nce  w  vehement. 

"  Oh,  Sigiiora  !'*  mid  the  girl  with  the  tone 
of  a  person  much  comf<>r(t\J,  "  you  will  ask  me 
at  ladt  tlieu  /  I  tliought  1  xhoulil  burst  luid  die — 
■ltd  iiolwxly  know  wherefore — wh,  Sigiiora!" 

"  Dut  what  hi  i(,  Olive  ?  It  is  no  good  for  me 
10  a«k,  you  know,  if  you  only  answer  by  excla- 
mations.— Wliat  is  tlie  nuttter,  Olive?" 

'*  I  am  the  greatest  sinner  alive,  Signora — 
tlutt'it  the  matter, — always  save  and  except  Father 
Ijiurenee,  though — he  ia  ten  thouwnd  times 
worse  llian  I  ain — lie  promised  not  to  leave  me, 
for  one  single  moment,  alt  tlie  whole  time  I  wua 
at  Konnet  and  to  show  me  St.  Pet4^^*K,  and  the 
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Pope,  uul  all  th«  cardinaU ;  instead  of  vbiA  pi 
BM  liow  ho  troKts  me,  Sipi<(ni," 

Juliet  thought  that  nhc  hnd  mad  pMlV 
reason  to  complain  of  tlw  Coidumor'A  ilimiliM. 
thaii  her  WBiliitg-woroan.  Hut  vhr  agntd,  tbM 
11  iraft  extremely  wrong  in  him  to  kpcp  Uairtf 
(liu»  out  of  llio  mty,  when  tie  niiut  well  koo*  k 
wMiUI  bo  so  greatly  wanted. 

*'  Watiied,  Signorn  ! — Htily  mother.  \<>a  km 
DO  gtvat  uetsi  to  want  him — it  vrould  Iw  wefi  fit 
yon  imd  yoiir'ii,  if  %-ou  luul  never  found  kia— 
the  traitor !  To  wheedle  mr  from  my  true  alb* 
Ifianee,  and  leatT  me  to  br^uk  my  hmrt  )>t  ay 
8el£"  The  girl  soUmmI  aloud,  but  endently  m 
miieh  from  puKtion  us  from  sorrow. 

"  If  )'oii  w!»}i  me  to  give   yon  any  raoCin. 

Oltvei"  »aid  her  uiistretM,  *■  you    muil  Ivt  ■■ 

understand  ilte  cause  of  your dbtress.     Wl»t  bit 

thai  I'allier  Laurence  has  done,  to  deserve  tkcw 

bitter  reprofichni  /     1  tbink  lie  certainly  nu|^ 

not  to  have  been  so  long  wttliout  retuniiiig:  t* 

ni« ;  yet  it  ia  powible,  tluU  lib  earnest  desire  M 

ser^-e  my  aunt  may  be  the  reason  of  iL" 
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Aenrc  to  «crrc  ter !     The  traitor !     He 

comv  licrc  hiniBplf,  and  brought  me  too,  for 

ho  otIioT  reswon  under  heercu,  but  to  blacken  and 

no  her !" 

"  Holy  Virgin !  What  is  it  you  mean,  Olive?" 

**  I  mean,  Signora,  what  is  worse  t)ian  I  have 

ny  povrer  to  siiy.     I  believe  tbe  devil  has  been 

[ivniig  with  Father  Laurence,  in  the  form  of 

ttt  dark   monk,  Dominic;  and  then  ho  tam- 

vrith  me — poor  innocent  girl  tJiat  1  am  I" 

**  But  what  evil  can  he  with  my  aimt  ?    For 

rod's  mkc,  8peuk  intelligibly." 

**  Signora.  I  am  ashamed  to  do  it. — Your  aunt 

took  little  notice  of  liim — an<l  none  of  mc — that 

I  all  the  real  harm  1  know  agiujiHt  hi-r. — True  it 

I  §aw  her  walk  off  into  our  woodti  at  Albano, 

tiiig  mure  like  «n  aiifr«-l  than  a  nun — iind 

KFuther  I.auTcticic  says  die  went  to  mevt  her  lover 

lid  it  t»  to  say  that  name  wonl  biiforc 

be  oardiniiK  who  are  to  be  all  dressed  up  in 

iblack,  tlial  be  lias  brought  me  here — but,  oh, 

[what  joy  and  pleasure  did  he  promi«e  m<- !  and 

Idocs  be  think,  the  traitor  !  tJiat  1  urn  to  be  fthul 
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Up  hen,  with  a  score  of  prooil  old  women,  wUe 
ht  mng^n  tliTOUgh  tbe  gay  streets,  Untatf 
will)  a  merry  eye  at  PTcry  bold  hxtasy  kr  hi^ 
pens  W)  meet  by  tte  way — and  tben,  per^v,  k* 
wiO  cene  to  me  to-morrow  morning,  as  miiMd 
as  1-elvet,  and  SMy,  '  Olive,  my  good  girt,  cook 
with  me :'  but  be  does  not  know  Olive  Norm 
yet." 

loesprcsEibly  astonished,  Juliet  littrned  l> 
this  tirade  without  ottering  a  word  in  reply.  St 
liked  neither  her  Confessor  nor  her  maid  «*« 
well :  but  that  they  should  have  entered  b" 
M)  infiunous  a  plot  to  destroy  her  aunt,  ^ 
peared  perfeetly  inconceivable;  and  (he  Wi- 
tat«d  to  betiere  her,  even  though  she  tctaati 
hcneif. 

*'  You  took  as  if  you  did  not  h<>ar  a  word  lltf 
1  nid,  S^uora ;"  cried  the  giri,  piqued  al  tk 
little  impression  her  infonnation  aeentect  la  lat 
produced;  "  and  yet,  metliinks,  it  were  hs  *dl 
you  listened  to  me." 

"  I  do  linteii  to  you,  Olire,"  replied  JaJi«. 
with  much  emotion;  "but  your  «tBtemiMui»M 
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exUaordinary,  tbst  I  know  not  how  to  bv 
':\t«vv  it." 

"  It  Is  truo,  w  thftt  Christ  is  in  hcaron,"  r*^ 
'  pli««l  tlie  pirl.     "  IVriin[w  you  may  bi-iit-vp  me, 
fjifrnoni,  wIk'ii  lio  conii>«  ut  iimt,  iincl  nuikr>>  lonte 
exciwc  to  bike  me  out  witli  him." 

"  You  fay   right,    Olive,"   aiiNwtnml  Juli<-t, 

[wftfa   siukliMi   <>Anit!«lii<>8«.      "  If   this  liappeiiH, 

[latonff  «t  oiice  for  all  th«  ovi)  you  have  ilone 

unI    ihouirht    ag:ii»-it  u»,  by  t^ttiiifr  me  |^   in 

your  place.     Wtieii  I  have  put  on  your  clollicx, 

iaixl  wnipjxMl  your  l»i^  tilack  veil  aroiuid  met 

'  tljcrt-  can  b<*  no  danger  of  his  tliscoverinjf  me. 

He  mi-aiis  to  k-ml  yim  to  the  prison  of  the  Iri- 

[qoisition,  my  poor  girl;  you  might,  perchance, 

die  with  terror  tliere, — but  I  Nhall  not  fear  it — 

My  eoaoin,  tiiv  C^irdinal,  will  be  there,  and  he 

witl  shield  me." 

"  'ITic  traitor!"  nguiii  ejaciilutod  Olive ;  "  do 
'  you  retdly  think,  Kigiiora,  tJiat  he  moniit  to  lend 
,  me  to  ihoMC  horritl  dungeons,  thut  I  know  it  in 
'  dangerous  even  to  nntne,  Iiuttcud  of  taking  mi> 
d9 
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lB«»iBlhcbeaadiBlpneMxdre»eiI  oat  ar  St. 

■■  1  lBt«  as  <bnfat  «f  U,  Olirp.  He  has  miv 
W  5«a  adlr,  mj  poor  ipri ;  but  bchair  «  I 
««aU  ksfv  TMi  DOW,  aoA  I  will  not  only  fot^n, 
hat  aoM  ritUr  rrwvrd  ynu ;"  aiul,  m  an  ovmM 
«f  tUft,  Jofiet  gan:  ber  two  or  three  pieces  (f 
f«y  eyin. 

«  WW  m  foot  I  harebera!"  exelauMd  Olhv: 
"  far,  afser  all  it  tui  and  ownnl,  FalJi<T  Lar 
i«Ha  nfTTT  gan  Br  aborr  the  rattif  of  two  g<U 
picen  in  las  B£c ;  and  dow  1  Bball  be  rc^ardol 
a*  1  oturbt,  and  fawrc  a  nfe  cODacteacc  into  tk 
batj^sut. 

Tlu«  day  ako,  whkti  wa«  that  of  the  Al>bei^» 
firci  rxantinadoo,  wurr  away  without  bringiaft 
rithrr  Father  Laurvncc  or  Garmni  to  the  nw 
rent ;  but,  at  an  rnrly  hour  tlif  following  motih 
in^,  th«  stnui^  hMorj'  of  OIi\'e  was  confinDtd 
by  the  arrivml  of  iliv  Confessor,  who  repUoiJ  U 
aU  thv  inqiuries  of  Juliet,  by  assuring  her.  tkl 
he  and  bis  fticnds  would  l«arc  nothing  uDdM^ 
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tluit  cotiU  as*>t«t  h(>r  ituble aunt.  Having  siilTeretl 
the  nHirenaiioii  u>  last  m  long  an  lie  thought 
tlecency  required,  he  took  hiit  \vtive,  Aayiug,  w 
be  left  the  parlour,  iliat  he  vrouUl  Rpcak  a  word 
to  the  |>o<ir  f^irl  Olive,  before  \u:  went,  us  he 
had  promised  to  lake.  Mre  of  b«r  in  t}ie  new  and 
Mrange  scene,  into  which  their  preM>nt  nicLut- 
choly  ctrcuiiL'<raiices  liiul  brought  thorn.  Jiilirt 
made  no  obji-ction  to  thiit,  but  said  that  it  would 
)>erhap!i  be  nmre  (-otiwiiit'nt  for  OHvi-  to  wait 
upon  him  in  tin-  parlour.  —  He  thitnkod  livr 
liumbly  for  her  vuncltfS(;un<liiig  l(in<liie«>«,  luid  rt- 
cntered  tli<!  room,  while  Juliet  retire<l  from  th« 
parlour  to  send  Olive  to  Itim.  She  found  her  pre* 
pared  for  tli«  Rummoiis;  for  sciinc  msUts  of  thtt 
bouse,  who  Iwd  hcurd  her  incesnmt  lainenlatiou!' 
on  bis  not  iijipoarin^,  had  frood-btimiiureiily 
baoteiiod  to  itifurni  her,  that  he  wm  urrived  at 
iwt. 

"  Will  you  be  true  to  me  now,  Olive:""  viuA 
Juliet  in  »trons  ufjiuition.     "  Will  you  feij^n  tu 
receive  liiin  kindly ;  and  if,   indeed,  hu  proj)uw* 
d4 
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that  jroQ  shauld  follow  liim,  will  J'od  cooscdi  u 
«)o  SO,  «»d  hasten  bitlier,  tfaat  I  may  nk«  yim 
plac«?" 

"  r  will,  ladi^  Juliet,"  «iud  Olire.  prrparuf 
to  Wre  the  room,  "  aai  to  your  geneioitif  I 
will  trustt  to  K'ward  mc  for  losing  his  gootl-<rill 
thereby — the  trutor  V* 

A  Tery  few  niintite«  bronght  her  bark  a^;ai>V 
triiim)ibaDt  sX  llie  proof  she  could  now  cilftr  it 
her  sincerit)\ 

"  He  hanlly  thought  it  worth  his  while  U>ti 
my  pardon,"  .the  nid,  as  she  b<^Bn  to  ilt«s  i" 
mistress,  "  •  Make  hasten  Olire,  I  have  no 
tioH  to  sfMurCt'  was  the  inost  of  hi«  gTeeDag: 
but  I  will  wnich  him,  tlie  tniitor !" 

Juliet  so  m-axly  mH'inI>K><l  bt^mud  inftainns 
thatwliei)  sliebadput oiilicrdressandenrekipe^ 
her  bead  in  the  thick  veil,  without  wluckA 
womoit,  who  afferted  to  be  above  the  very  IomI^ 
cUs«,  could  appear  in  tbe  streets,  it  was  qaitr 
impossible  for  any  eye  to  discorer  the  unpoo- 
tioii.     She  imiDcdiutely  hastened  to  the  outer 
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door  of  tlic  cotirent,  wh«ri%  as  Olive  iiiformeil 
bcr,  >li«  would  find  iliv  Coiifc^or  loilvritig. 

*'  You  muM  follow  him,  Sipiora,"  said  Uif 
well-tnugbt  soiikrotta,  "  not  wnlk  beside  liiin,  uii*! 
by  no  mciiiis  speak  to  tutn." 

Juliet  obeyed  these  instruction*,  and  tKtuii 
found  Iicr«clf  rapidly  following  tlti*  nctive  hU!)M 
of  KatbtT  I«(iir**ii«;  through  tb«  BtrecW  of  Home. 
Tbc  whole  Bceno  wus  «o  now  aii<]  »o  i^mnge  to 
her,  tlukt  »)ic  feurnl  to  lowt^  siglit  of  hiin  for  itn 
ilwUint,  li'st  she  should  get  irretricvnbly  bewil- 
dered in  the  crowded  stre^tK,  and  kept  Iter  eye^ 
immoveably  fixed  upon  (lie  waving  outline  of  his 
unplc  robe,  an  he  swam  forward  before  her. — 
After  a  walk  wliich  had  Usted  long  etiouf^L  tn 
weary  her,  Father  Laurence  Huddenly  tunit-il 
aside  from  the  open  street,  and  led  tlie  way 
ifarougli  a  tlirty  and  obscure  paxsa^,  which 
ran  between  two  buildings  of  great  loftineKH. 
When  he  Lsid  threaded  tlits  half  way,  he 
stopped;  and  carefully  looking  before  and  be- 
hind him  to  ascertain  that  thvy  wer$,^jrqe,  be 
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"  Nnw,  OUvf ,  dear,  we  are  nnw  imir  the  plwc^ 
where  1  shall  mmi  jroa  lo  speak  boUly,  wki  1 
have  toM  you  to  say.  Fear  Dolliintf.  Hovrm 
dark  and  dsmal  the  room  may  be.  KSMolMr 
that  I  !tball  be  cUmc  tu  you,  eren  though  f«a 
nay  »ot  see  me.  Act  well  in  this,  my  dcsr  |^ 
and  yon  shall  never  know  sorrow  more.  R^ 
Otembcr  all  I  toUl  you." 

Juliet  bowed  her  brad  in  nleoce,  and  the  maal 
wa«  nmfieid.  Having  advwioed  a  few  (tcpt 
fiulher,  he  stopped  bi-fure  a  low  and  Damn 
door,  in  one  of  tJie  lofty  walU  wbicli  tkitted  tk 
piOTige»  «ik1  kuodting  fr(>nUy,  ww  instanlly  ■!■ 
milted,  r<:^awett  by  Juliet,  who,  io  «[»iie  of  lO 
the  reaolutioii  die  could  all  to  her  aid,  trembk' 
in  every  limb. 

'Ilw  door  throi^rli  which  iboy  viitendi  W 
appeared  to  open  before  them  n-ithout  the  anH* 
a»ce  of  liaitdx,  for  no  prreon  mis  TisibU.  EW 
ther  Laurence  adt-nncvd  a  few  pace:*  into  th 
dark  stone  pikssag«  which  received  tiiem ;  ati 
toudiing  another  door  in  Ibe  side  vtUi  ■> 
yielded  before   hin^  and  Juliet,  who  foUom^ 
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eliwe,  found  henelf  io  a  Hmall  squan;  room, 
without  any  visible  window,  being  lighted  loli-ly 
iy  a  lamp  su»pcn<lvd  from  the  ceiling,  Th« 
effort  of  citlrring  from  tliu  clear  and  lii-ing  light 
of  nooQ-duy,  iuto  tliv  trtinibliiig  uiid  uncertain 
glimmer  of  tamp-liglit,  is  ulwnyH  sombre  and 
unpleiisant;  and  Juliet's  spirits  were  in  a  Htate  to 
make  every  exiernul  circumstunco  keenly  fell- 
She  shuddered,  and  perhaps  tlie  more  painfully, 
from  the  vague  and  luisubstuntial  rmluro  of  her 
feim ;  ebe  felt  assured,  tliat  they  were  already 
within  th«  w-allfl  of  the  Iiiquliution,  and  thin  vnui 
quite  enough  u\  make  the  hetirt  of  ait  Italian 
girl  sink  witliiii  her,  even  luul  she  nut  believed 
that  tlie  being  idi«  loved  witli  all  a  ilaugliler'a 
fondness,  tras  inunured  witliin  itft  fearful  dun- 
geons. Tlte  ConfeKior  jioiiited  to  a  seat,  iuid 
speaking  in  the  cautioui*  whisper,  wliieli 
«e«med  natural  to  the  place,  ftai<l,  "  \'ou  will 
bu  quite  safe  here,  dear  Olive,  till  I  reliini. 
No  one  sliall  enter  to  di»turb  you.  Fear 
nothing." 

lie  then  niiw<l  the  arras,  uiih  which  the  walls 
Dfi 
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were  «iver«<l,  uid  retreated   by  a  stnaU  iloor 
under  it. 

In  subs  tit  atitig^  herself  for  Olive,  Juliet 
acted  upon  the  natural  impulse  of  nisliiivr  to 
place  s  friend,  instoid  of  an  oncmy,  to  mmt 
any  question  that  might  be  asked  respectLii{|f  tut 
aunt.  This  idea  had  no  sooner  su^ested  itvlJ^ 
than  she  acted  upon  it :  and  the  exertioo  necc!* 
sary  to  ensure  the  succe«  of  her  project.  W 
been  sufficient  to  engrote  all  her  faculties,  Inr* 
ing  no  interval  for  meditation  on  the  \<omiit 
conseqaences  to  herwlf.  It  was  during  the  btiui 
which  followed  Father  Laurence's  retreat,  ilnl 
the  feet  of  her  own  share  in  the  e!icjq>e  of  Ca- 
milla firet  recurred  to  her  memor\'.  Her  ami 
hod,  in  truth,  taken  do  active  part  whatei-er  b 
the  transaction,  and  Juliet  knew  that  there  wen 
so  many  vritnesses  competent  to  prove  thii, 
that  slie  had  hardly,  for  a  rooroent,  MifTcrrd  iier- 
«clf  to  doubt  tlie  final  result  of  the  trial;  bat 
now,  by  her  own  roluntary  act,  she  had  placed 
the  real  culprit  io  the  bauds  of  those  who  wtre 
bound  by  over)-  thing  they  held  most  sacred, 
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to  ponish  the  set  she  hnd  i1<me;  and  llmt,  vritli 
'BU  the  seierily  with  which  unbounded  povrvr  can 
■virit  crime. 

Tlas  conviction  rushed  iipun  hn  miiid  with 
mch  fulness,  aitd  force  of  truth,  that,  for  a  time, 
»he  felt  perfectly  overwhelmed  by  it  Her  heart 
led  cold  within  her  bosom,  and  had  ithe 
been  reijuired  at  that  tnomenl  to  speak,  her 
(tardied  tongue  and  trembling  lips  would  Imve 
given  evidence  of  tlie  extremity  of  terror,  which 
had  seized  upon  lier.  But  it  was  not  loit^  that 
this  en&laving  weakness  could  keep  prn.M'ssiDn 
of  the  generous  and  dcvotefl  heart  of  JiilieL 
She  again  forgot  henself,  and  the  possible  peril 
which  might  await  her,  in  the  exhihuatiiifr  hope 
of  <iemng  Geraldine ;  and  tliough  she  <loiil)te<l 
not,  that  she  still  posHcssed  the  power  of  retri<nt, 
yet  fell  no  wliJi  to  avail  l»erself  of  it. 

She  re[neml>ered  the  ease  with  which  Ihe 
doont]  tltroiigh  which  tlicy  ha<!  pamed,  yieMcd 
to  a  touch,  and  tliought  tliat  if  xJic  were  indeed 
within  tiie  widls  of  the  InquiMtion,  iihc  had  not 
yet   reached   that  portion  of  it,  from   whence 
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,  wlwa  dir  ilHt 

>&«a  by  two  fHam. 
"'I  ^  ivrf  10  k**»  been  «o  Im^ aboit 
■7  dHfEtea,"  «U  he.  as  k«  rabmd;  "bnl  1 
k.     I  tratt  that  TOM  bam  irf- 
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terei  no  idle  fears  to  get  bold  of  you,  my  gooil 
girl  ?  There  is  no  occarion,  my  <la»jr)iter ;  yog 
are  come  in  a  good  cause,  and  idl  <>uch  ar«  pro- 
tected here." 

He  then  took  from  the  arm  of  one  of  the 
officials,  a  long  black  robe  and  hood,  in  which 
be  told  his  companions  that  she  mmt  envelope 
befself.  • 

"  The  noble  judges  of  this  sacred  conrt,"  said 
Father  Laurence,  with  a  reverential  wbiiie, 
intended  to  win  ilie  approbation  of  the  ofBciali. 
**  are  especially  careful  that  all  such  as  bear  wii- 
IWM  against  the  accused  heretto,  whom  it  is 
iheir  holy  duty  to  punish,  sliall  be  hid  fn>m  the 
eyes  of  all  men,  that  so  their  virtuous  testimony 
may  never  bring  them  into  trouble." 

Juliet  wrapped  tlie  heavy  gurni4>nt  uruitnd  her, 
and  glitdly  enveloped  her  head  in  the  impeiic- 
tmble  shelter  of  its  large  hood. 

•<  It  is  not  needful  tliat  you  should  see  yoiir 
way.  my  ihiughler,"  continued  the  ('onfessor; 
"  these  gentlemen  will  gnjdc  you  i^feiy." 

One  of  tho  men  unceremoniously  pulled  the 
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Itood  over  tier  iket,  and  each  takiag  hnU  tt 
nn  arni,  turned  Iter  rotiml,  luwi  ihta  led  Imt 
fnKwari),  but  tii  sudi  a  maiitier  itn  to  rtwler  br 
quitv  uiicertiuii  by  wliich  door  ifat-y  wtdt  iM 
cxiu 

"  Htaira  to  dcseend."  »»§  uttered  dow  to  W> 
ear  ftooo  utter  she  b^an  tn  more;  but  bet 
effort  to  obey  tlie  iuiiutalioii  vevn  hardly  avoh 
fairy,  for  sbe  was  more  carried  tlioii  led  ilii*n 
thein. 

Her  ooiMluetont  st4ift(H>d  at  intrrrobit 
arreNled  by  a  door,  but  no  MHiiitt,  ritbrr  of 
opening  or  cloung  it,  met  her  ear.  At  tenglk  >i 
appeared  that  she  bad  reached  Itt^r  dr^riiwriw ' 
the  ^miliars  quitted  tbeir  buld,  utd  ske  httti 
low  roiec«,  as  if  at  ibe  distant  part  of  a  lii^ 
elimnlrcr.  Juliet  nusoil  kvr  Land,  aitd  rmwnd 
the  bood  and  TcU  sufficiently  to  eitnlile  brt 
to  perceive  tlie  objects  befiire  hw;  but  Af% 
were  m  dim  niid  indtstinci,  tlmt  it  «na  iatf 
ere  she  was  at  all  nure  wlmt  it  ww  sk«  mm. 
Tlie  IiaJl  nhe  <il«Mid  in  vma  [Jtc  Maine  m  that  in 
which    ilie   Abbess   Lad   been   examiiiMl;   b<rt 
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Juliet  was  fitntioned  in  an  o1»cut«  and  dwtttiit 
put  of  iL 

As  by  degrees  she  recovered  ber  composure, 
she  was  able,  through  the  awful  stillness  of  the 
chamber,  to  diitingutsh  what  poA^ed  at  that  end 
of  it  which  wa»  occupied  by  tlic  trihuiial.  1*116 
circular  seats  were  not  as  yet  all  filled;  but  at 
intervals,  a  dusky  figure,  with  nmseless  atept 
entered,  she  knew  not  how,  and  glide<l  among 
those  who  had  already  taken  their  phices  on 
them.  The  four  secretaries  were  stationed  at 
the  table,  nnd  tlie  Fiscal  Proctor  was  conversing 
in  a  whisper  with  some  of  the  mcinbeis  o(  the 
conit,  who  had  not  yet  taken  their  scats. 

At  length  the  semi-circle  of  dark  cowls 
was  completed,  and  her  heart  bounded  wirb 
violent  emotion,  as  the  Fistsd  Proctor  pro. 
nounced : — 

**  Lead  in  the  prisoner." 

Immediately,  without  the  slightest  sound  being 
perceptible,  three  dark  figures  were  visible  at 
tlie  bottom  of  the  table  in  front  of  the  tribimal. 
They  were  all  so  completely  concealed  by  tike 
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long  looM  draxws  they  wore,  that  JuUct 
assurance  tliat  she  beheld  her  aunt,  till  At  kari 
her  name  pDxrUimed  in  the  fame  tDUinct  m  M 
the  former  <lu)'. 

Geraldinc  did  not  now  wait  for  a  rrfictitiati  «f 
the  summous,  hot  inunediately  aitawereiL  "1 
urn  bort." 

It  wotild  be  difficult  to  dc«cribe  the  ei 
with  which  JiiLift  listcucd  to  her  roice.  Tbt 
fear  and  sorrow  wliicb  her  pcriluus  Ntaiaafi 
inspired,  could  aot  conquer  the  plewm  d 
knowing  that  she  was  Again  near  her,  aiul  tlw 
tears  that  started  to  her  eyes  were  tfaoM 
joy. 

Tlie  first  voico  that  spoke,  isnied  fraa  ikr 
lower  bench,  bimI  tlioiij^h  Jtitirt  had  ao  mUm 
heard  it,  she  instantly  know  that  it  w«  b« 
Ahbot  of  Sl  Andrea's  who  ail<tre»eed  llw  pri- 
Honer. 

"  Geraldbie  d'Alhano,  the  ennnimiloS 
yesterday  went  to  ndiow,  that  by  artifice,  fudi  M 
tlie  Hpirit  of  i-vil  in  uft<-n  known  to  iuajiin,  }«< 
hare  contrircd  w  couecui  the  part  yon  bai  b 
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BeMcapv  of  the  occursml  hert^ieand  perjured 
nun  Camilla,  from  tlie  <lui)iri>oiio  of  your  convent. 
I  cniinot  be  blinded  by  tliis  subtile  trickery — 
for  1  know  you — but  (here  are  others,  to  wliom 
all  men  are  bound  to  bow  iheir  minds,  who 
deem  you  innocent.  Innocent  therefore  you 
awt  frtHn  all  that,  in  my  bumblv  duty  to  tlu> 
church,  I  have  deposed  ^ituiist  you." 

The  extacy  of  Juliet,  on  hcnriiig  thcw;  unex- 
pected words,  was  so  great,  that  totiilly  forgetful 
of  the  tremendous  presence  iti  which  ithc  stood, 
she  was  springing  forward  to  throw  herself  into 
the  anns  of  her  aunt.  Ilappily  Father  Lau- 
rence was  close  beside  her,  and  the  tight  grasp 
of  his  powerful  arm  at  once  restored  her  recol- 
lection. 

The  words  were  not  less  welcome,  and  hardly 
less  unexpected  to  Genddine,  than  to  her 
nleee ;  but  slie  only  bowed  her  hciid  in  answer 
to  tliem,  and  waited,  witliout  further  movement, 
to  learn  the  pleasure  of  die  court   coticcrning 

-     her. 

^^^Wdgre   had    risen   to   speak,    and   when   he 
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on»<l>  repbced  htmself  upon  the  bcndi ;  but  it 
had  scarcely  done  ao,  wlten  another  figuie  ame 
al  ft  short  disuuiee  from  him,  and  in  a  nict 
whwe  dee]>  bouree  tone  m^rht  have  aoAe  wj 
words  sonnd  ahuTnin^,  be  aid:— 

"Gcralditie  cTAIbuDo,  I  too  hare  wwDotM 
to  say  conreming  you ;  and  may  the  ears  w\iA 
can  only  hear  to  tmdvntaihl  ari^t,  listen  to 
me,  and  tu  you  f 

He  ceased :  and  silence  Ulce  (hat  of  the  gn<« 
followed.  Ue  seemed  to  pause,  thai  lus  vurii 
m^t  be  pondered,  and  understood  bf  A 
After  the  inten-al  of  some  minutes,  be  addmM^ 
the  HbmI  Proctor,  but  the  only  words  be  pi*- 
nuunced  were — **  The  oath !" 

The  officer  (lien  raLted  alofl  the  Ui^  cTDofii 
of  ebony  thai  L-ty  upon  the  table,  while  the  laoh 
lian  led  ihe  prisoner  forwanl,  and  placed  hn 
rifrlit  hand  upon  the  Erangelists.  The  Fwal 
I*n>clur  ri'pealed  ilie  oaih.  binding  the  penw 
lakin)^  it  to  speak  nothing  but  the  truth,  lai 
Gemldine  bowed  her  head,  which  was  rcceivtJ 
ID  testimony  «f  assent  to  it. 
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"  N'ovr  tben,"  said  tli«  bonne  InquUStor,  "  «n< 
swer  me !" 

"  Oeratdioe  d'.\ll>ano,  did  ymt,  oii  tlte  twen- 
tieth day  of  June  hM,  vnik  in  u  wood  or  forest 
on  the  dumaiii  of  tlte  Count  il'Albano  near  'I'orre 
Veccliia?" 

"  I  did." 

Did  you,  on  that  daiy,  and  in  tltat  place, 
meet  a  young  man  dressed  in  green  and  Kilrer  ?" 

»  I  did." 

"  Write!'*  exclaimed  the  voice  of  IMdore. 

**  Did  you,"  continued  the  ftinner  voice,  "  on 
tlint  <Uiy,  and  in  tluti  same  wood  or  forest,  suffer 
that  young  man,  in  vesture  of  ^eeii  and  tiilvef, 
to  kneel  »l  your  feet  ?' 

"  My  gtacious  judges,"  said  the  Abbess 
finnly,  **  if  I  answer  ves  to  this,  though  the 
vrord  idiould  Iw  true,  the  inference  would  be 
mast  foully  falKC ;  yet  ctui  I  not  esphtin  it,  with- 
out doing  vrrong  to  one  matt  near  and  dear  to 
me." 

*'  (lenddine  d'Albano,"  said  a  voice  ftom  the 
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lo^Er  Itcnch,  "  yMi  are  swnm  to  amwrr  tnJ}-, 
Im  tb«  cnoKqaenee  b«  whsa  it  may-" 

TW  flBBW  banh  raiee  that  h»d  qiiestioncd  if 
brfbrp,  Uwn  muned: — 

**  Did  thai  yoatli  in  green  and  nlvcr  kiNris 
TDor  feet,  and  tdsa  your  hand  ?' 

«  He  did  r 

"  Write  r*  said  the  vmcc  rf  Oartone. 

"  b  tlui  enoD^  ?  or  shall  I  question  fiiTtlt«r?' 
ffid  the  examiDintr  Inqinritor,  turning;  mai- 
and  adJreming  tWe  abnn  him. 

Many  roice!!  were  now  faeitrd  cwiifenin^  m^ 
ther,  tlbou^  their  tow  tone  [HeveDted  what  1^ 
taid,  frma  beiof;  distinctly  audible ;  all  one,  «* 
looder  than  the  rest,  but  having  that  accenl  f^ 
authorit)-  which  enforceo  hearing,  ottered  Am 
toob: — 

^  Let  not  appearances  aboae  yoo,  hndnA 
TU»  holy  Abb««  spake  the  truth,  when  ikt 
ml,  that  the  inference  you  would  draw  fnm 
her  avowal  would  be  fooUy  &Ue." 

"  Mtserioordia   «t   Justitia  t"  excUned  tbt 
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tquL'titor  who  had  examined   her,  mising  hi« 
piDB  to  hraven,  bs  he  cjuotvd  thv  inscription  of 

thoiy  biiuiK'r;— "  Ble!!»«(l    be    the   tution  ! 
lot  not  ibc  first  <l«*fac«  llic  hut.     Call  for- 

I 

hrd  tl)o»tf  who  wiuic«M^i  lhi!«  al>i>miDativn." 
iTbc  Fwcol   Proctor  spoke  to  a  fiuniliar  ntvt 
Dt  and    FutJivr   l^urciic«  vni»    ied  forward. 
he   crucifix  nits  again   TUMod   urid    tlic  oatlt 

tiiitKt^rod,  but  k«  was  not  sitEnmoiied  by 
V,  nor  was  any  in<lEcation  given,  who  or 
)in  whi-iici!  he  might  be. 
>**  Witness!  speak  according  tu  your  onth, 
id  say  if  you  ever  savr  GvruMinc  d'Albaiio  do 
||[ht  tliut  «*u8  ill  consistent  either  with  her  vow 
<  a  prof(7t8«<l  nun,  or  Itrr  high  statiou  as  an 
niiitwl  Abbess? 
«  I  have." 

**  Wbul  havo  yoii  seen  ?" 
*'  I  liavc  seen  h«r,  during  the  month  of  June 
post,  wandering  iit  tlic  woucb  near  the  castl« 
AlboDO,  djvested  of  ber  holy  weeds,  and 
no  mark  of  licr  religious  calling,  or  her 
iituul  nuik." 
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•'  Know  ymi  auglil  cl»?" 

"  I  know  tlial  she  Wiui  M-i>n  iti  an  atlituib  rf 
uiiduiMte  endearment  wiUi  a  niiui." 

"  How  kiuiw  you  ihis?" 

*'  By  tlie  word  of  a  m««l  lioly  print.  •b» 
liinuwlf  wttnesAcd  Uie  foul  iilmniiuitian.' 

Agmin  tlie  venerable  court  vm  a^Mti  bf 
ui  evident  clivemity  of  opuiitMi;  but  tbf  •i>' 
•'  SiU'tice !"  uttered  by  tl^  voice  tliat  wrmd 
gifted  with  »  power  to  biuh  all  tumult,  tact 
more  restori'd  order, 

"  'Hiere  a  luiolhvr  witiies*,"  uiid  iht  cxma- 
Uig  Iiiquuitar;  **  Lm  lior  appear." 

Juliet  wns  now  led  forwurd.  From  tke  a*- 
meiit  »\w  hiul  livani  Itftr  tiutit  declared  uidmmI 
of  the  cso^ie  of'CamilUi,  tlic  most  perfect  calm- 
nvia  and  sclf-po«se«sion  luid  returned  to  ber;  ike 
accusation  whidi  followed  njipenred  to  ber.  h 
<>oni{iart'«on,  iw  Ijglit  va  air ;  and  wheii  klie  ww  u 
lengtli  dilleil  upon  to  nrMwrr,  site  did  so  witbonl 
tlie  xli^htoi't  lie«iit»tioii  or  fiiltering.     • 

Tlie  nsitii  w»K  iulmini.4ter(>d  to  her  in  ttm  mai 
form,   and    she   wus    wldrvMed    by   tbe  wmt 
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iitvocal  appellutlon  of  •*  \ritii«H,"  without  any 
iirtker  de§ignatioii. 
'*  Wiinoss  speak  accotxlmg  to  your  oatli.     Do 
>u  know  Geraldine  d'Albaiio  ?" 
**  I  do,"  v/aa  uttered  in  accent  clear  and  firm* 
^y  the  silver  voice  of  Juliet. 
*'  Wlio  it  tliat?"  said  uii  In(|imttor,  Aiartiiig 
liis  feet. 

*'  A  fiwom  witnesa,"  aiiswere«l  an  aged  voice 

ini  niMve.    "  The  exaininatioD  must  pmceed." 

Tl)u  cxumininfr   Iii(|uiMtor   wa.i  still   on   lii« 

,  bnt  hcsiliited  forii  moment,  till  "proceed  !" 

aguin    repeated   fr<im  above.      TIic  xiune 

ioii  vios  tlicii   put,  tin<I  ni-iu-ly  ■»  the  some 

rords,  a«  tltat  itr&t  ndilrewcd  to  Father  I.uurence. 

•*  Ma*"*  you  over  seen  or  heard  tbis  Oeraldine 

TAlbaiio  do,  or  say,  au^lit  incoti6i§tcnt  with  her 

iw  iifT  a  profemed  nun  ?" 

**  Never !"  was  the  unexpected  reply,  and  the 

IFtfet  produced  hy  this  ftiiifrle  word  wah  so  great, 

at  Tnatiy  minutes  elapsed,  hefute  even  the  voiee 

rbicb  WW  heard  alim'e  all  else,  could  restore  the 

leDOC  it  commanded.  < 
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'J'ke  examinin;;  loqumtor  hoA  «at  tLown  amid 
the  tumiilt,  hilt  nhvn  order  was  at  length  te- 
Mored.  1h'  did  not  T«»ainc  the  invesl^;atuio. 

An  old  und  evidently  feeble  man,  m  lb 
higher  bench,  thcti  ro«c  to  supply  his  place. 

**  Speak,  witn<.-»»,  according  to  rour  oath,"  W 
repeated,  solemnly. — "  Know  you  au^  of  tl* 
inten-iew  that  has  been  r^okcn  of  ben-eea  Ge 
raldine  d'Alfaaoo,  and  a  young  maii  who  mn  ha 
in  the  woods  of  Albano  ?* 

"  1  do." 

"  itecollect  yountelf,  and  on  your  calk  tAit 
y«u  know." 

"  That  youth  was  my  affianced  hu^iKind."  a' 
Juliet,  soleiniily :  "I  win  nieee  to  tlu-  AiibW 
Sanf  Catlienna's;  and  when  khe  yielded  ktf  oir 
wnt  to  our  union,  her  necepted  nepliev  efai' 
homage  and  tlianka  upon  his  bentied  knee." 

"  Enougli !"  utlervil  tltc  pnvemineiii  *«* 
from  above;  but  at  the  same  time  lakbrestti*" 
uu  his  feet,  tuid  exclaimed — 

"  How  iit  this  ? — novice  of  Sont'  t«tSeniu»- 
how  is  this?     Did  your  saintly  aaot  rrMina 
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i'a'vows  for  yon,  and  th«n  letul  you  aa  & 

DovIk  to  her  cloistrr  ?"' 

"  She  did  !"  replied  Juliet,  notliing  dutintml : 

for  Micli,"   >s)te  adilcl,  iifu-r  ii  tnomriit'H  im- 

ure    pause, — "  for   sueli   wu    my   fatlMyr's 


"  Enough  I"   ugain   uttered   the   voice   from 

I :—"  Juliet   d'Albiiiio   is   now   her   noble 

**«  lioireaM, — iUid  miiy  bcr  love  imd  (iiitJi  to 

[)c  liuxbund  of  bcr  chnicr,  cquni  in  counige  and 

gtiMsiney  what  ibe  luu  tlus  day  shown  to  her 

lustn»)i«  iiuiil  I" 

7*heic  n-wi  a  power  in  the  voice  tliat  Kpoke 
liese  words  wlucb  se^'incd  lo  make  itself  felt,  as 
'  by  ma^e ; — not  only  was  every  other  hushed 
list«-i>  to  it,  but  when  it  ceased,  u  deep  dntwu 
Itreatli  appeared  to  relieve  the  profound  attention 
rith  which  it  had  been  heard. 
Juliet  guessed  not  who  spoke — hut  the  utw 
[>ked-for   kindness  overpowered  her,  simI  she 
itched  out  a  liaiid  to  Uiom>  who  Ntood  near 
^'ber,  for  support.     It  was  one  of  llie  durk  otficiiiU 
^  who  appruuvhcd  to  swttain  In?;  I'atlier  Laurcnue 
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itwi  no  lonfftT  near;  and  it  is  probable,  iJiat  the 
tlspp  diadowis  of  that  smple  room  n«vtT  Ixfen 
apprarcd  so  welcome  to  those  they  fell  vpm. » 
the)'  did  at  tliat  moment  to  lum. 

There  ww  now  amorement  anuitrg  the  Itqa- 
sitors  who  filled  the  highest  bench,  ami  vU 
were  of  DO  lesser  rank  than  the  CudiiieU  of 
l(ome,  a§  though  they-  would  approadi  the  doUi 
prisoner,  where  still  she  stood  before  them ;  Bui 
une  amongst  them  made  a  sign  wiih  bLt  toiRii 
arm,  and  they  remained  staiiooary.  A  snni 
was  then  whUpercd  in  the  «ar  of  the  Fha' 
ProctoT.  who  inudediat«ly  proclaimed  aloml— 

'*  This  trial  is  not  ended,  but  adJoumeA'' 
'riie  court  will  meet  to-morrow;  the  pri»iwi>* 
again  remanded  to  answer  what  then  sfaaD  b* 
iher  be  brought  against  her." 

On  this,  the  latnilian  once  more  tooL  pcao- 
■dni  of  tlieir  prisoner,  and  Geraldine  was  aff» 
Im)  to  her  solitary  prison.  She  wa*  Mae"^ 
Ttbiriied  at  the  final  event  of  llie  day,  «^ 
jieeme<l  to  leave  her  fole  still  doubtful:  bal  ex- 
perienced deligh^  beyond  the  power  of  any  ftf 
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chrck,  ut  the  noble  <larin^,  nnd  the  (Ivvouh) 

laffectioii,  of  Iter  adopted  rliil<I.     How  isliv  hud 

l-contrivcd,  at  a  moment  of  such  criticul  imjtort- 

to  find  h«r  way  into  the  prescncu  of  xite 

inaL  was  a  mystery  too  great  for  Ler  ev*ii 

'to  atttmjH  to  midi-rsland ;  nor  did  slie  waste  ii 

tbouf^lit  uf>oii  it. — That  Juliet  bad  again  saved 

her,  waA    cerUun ;   and  the  con\iction  of  this 

aused  her  a (Ivgree of  happinvsA,  which  no  detail 

parti culiif!)  could  mtii-li  increase.     Yet  even 

I  tatiadaction  was  not  long  denied  her.   Within 

.  quarter  of  an  hour  aAer  she  had  r»-cntered  her 

oil,  tlie  door  of  it  wax  again  unbarred,  and  a 

figure  appeared,   l«d   by   two   fumiUarK,  who«e 

i^holc   piTKon   wa«  concealed   by  an  enormous 

ioak  and  hood.     'Hie  tnen  fir»t  closed  the  door 

^behind  them,  and  then  rettirnvd  to  retnove  the 

blinding  disgiilM-  from  their  new  prisoner,  when 

Seraldinc  iliTtrovcred,  with  feelings  not  difficult 

1  conceive,  tliat  Juliet,  hej  friend,  her  daughter, 

id  her  deliverer,  was  brought  to  share  her  con- 

inemenL 

We  Iiave  too  many  scenes  of  greater  importance 
£3 


^ 
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Ae  WHO,  dal  adfen 

<iFkii  two  it/km 

the  njjifct  in  a  ill— tn 

hvd  pallet  bemo 

nWifniiw fm- 

haJ«T«T  &11M  (B  dtrU 

br  tfc«  <McIy  mA 

Thnrdept  notniMi, 

lb  ■Hnra^    d«r  knrtt 

n%lMiI  ■pon  tlwn.  ^ 

•■  Aecr  nny  taatih  ^ 

rot  ifer  eajtiTvd,  m  vdl 

of  ataagni^ 


bat   not  wi^  uy  feeing*' 

iK  A>'  Macm.  JaSet  EHwieil  tlat  the  e^ 
tm»  Am  sabfcvt  of  it — but  so  gnat  m*  ^ 
<h%ht  i*  aHi  hiai,  dv  aim  aiul  swc«t  )««niiT 
rf  br  aaa^  ftnrft— ****t  that  ab«  wvi>U  "■' 
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FAtturb  it  by  any  mention  of  wltat  she  kiirw 
would  send  back  her  funcy  to  brood  hikI  ntoum 
over  the  psLU. 

Oeraliliiie  beraelf  ttpoke  of  U  li^^htly. 
'*  1  know  tlte  voice  tJiat  announced  it,  JuUet," 
md  sbe,  whik*  Aomolhing  like  »  smile  vn»  on 
ber  lips),  "  but  yoa  do  not ;  I  luivo  been  grcstly 
frvoured— ^nd  I  muspoct,"  the  uddcd,  in  h  low 
wbihper,  m  she  laid  licr  Lt-iMl  buttide  that  of 
I  Juliet,  on  tbvir  jjillow — "  I  itiisprct  tbat  it  waa 
not  so  mueli  Gerald i no  d'Albano  tliey  wei¥ 
dcterniirivd  to  acqui^  us  tlieir  trusty  and  well- 
bcloved  M-rvant,  the  Abbcw  of  Sanl'  Catherina's 
— Isidore  knows  not  the  court  of  Rome  so  well 
as  I  <lo,  Juliet." 

The  officials  of  the  Inquisition  entered  the 
prison  of  Geraldine  ou  the  following  niDrniiiij;, 
■t  nearly  the  same  hour  as  before,  to  lead  her 
and  her  companion  into  the  liall  of  judgment. 
Ther*^  were  now  four  of  them,  who  still  preserved 
tlie  same  implicit  silence,  and  wore  the  sauie 
impenetrable  masks  as  before ;  but  tJierc  wiu 
evidently  mure  of  respect  and  decorum  in  their 
e4 
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tmmaer  ti  iktomiag  aver  thrir  [miwiK-ntbrJwk 
gmh  wUch  m  to  enivlope  tlifin.  They  wnr 
Mi  Uadly  mai  carcAiIly  as  bebrr,  into  tbt 
pRHBtt  «^  the  vrfid  tribunal,  and  lu  mm » 
tkrir  guUe*  tpautd  l^eir  hold,  tiu^y  anapd 
dhor  ha  Ilk  in  Midt  a  manm-r  «  to  see  all  llii 
pMBtd,  ■»  dutinctir  a»  tJ>c  dim  ligbt  of  tbc  ni^ 
ckmbfT  wold  permit. 

They  lad  been  Mt  by  their  gnidn  staafiig 
<  liylheT,  at  a  aban  distance  from  die  phtt 
ptiMNWfs  were  stationed  to  be  examiiKi 
wai  a  mameiit  aOenrarfs  ^^ats  irerc  brou^  df 
ibera,  wbkh  thry  occnpied,  upon  a  ngn  ^M 
by  the  Piaral  Procfar. 

The  court  was  tinaiy  full,  aiid  almou  ilum^ 
AMely  after  tbry  had  taken  tlteir  watt,  ik 
order  wbs  spoken  aloud — to  bring  in  the  pri* 


r 

i 


y^th  the  tUtttt  cdfrity  with  which  all  oidw 
diere  were  obeyed,  a  ligurr  intitantly  Mood  I*- 
fere  ih^m,  as  if  tmm^t  there  by  mngic,  for  Ml 
the  !^ighte«t  sound  had  been  produced  byli 
approach. 
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From  n  cli<ttaRt  part  of  tin.*  IiaII,  the  name  of 
**  Fnuiccsco  OiuToui,"  wus  proiiouiiciil  iilouri, 
and  B  moment  after,  as  if  by  mi  echo,  it  came 
rvpifutcd  from  the  contrary  side  of  tlie  cUombcr. 

**  FrftncrsGO  GaTTuiii  m  hen,"  rvpltctl  the 
primiter. 

On  licariii^  thv  name  of  bcr  old  pensioner, 
Genldine  felt  more  tlian  ever  nt  a  Iom  to  con- 
ceive what  the  question  vnu,  which  should  thiii 
dkjr  be  discmwe^l  coiict-ruing  lier :  but  she  fe]t 
oo  mixture  of  alarm,  and  prepared  to  listeiii  with 
ail  interest  wliieh  had  very  little  of  selfish  feel- 
ing in  it,  to  what  should  follow. 

At  this  moment,  the  ear  of  Jidict  was  seitsiblr 
of  a  morement  near  her ;  she  turned  her  head, 
and  iav!  behind  the  sejit  she  accu])!ed,  the  dark 
figtire  of  a  man  gliding  silently  away.  It  was  not, 
however,  lier  quick  eye  alone  that  discerned  him. 

**  Officials  I  let  no  one  pass  the  doors — neither 
coiuisellon  nor  cardinals  till  the  court  breaks 
up}"  said  tlie  same  voice*  wliicb  had  created 
aoidi  strong  ellecl  rhe  day  before. 

No  sound  wa«  heard  in  answer,   but  Juliet 
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fantncd  thut  she  could  (Imcctti  a  sl^ht  mmrfwnl 
among  n  group  of  figuim  who  weiv  stmttf  « 
one  emi  of  th<-  iriSunol,  ax  if  tlierc  wen  ■»  i«a 
for  Uteni  <>ii  l)i<'  kliiW. 

'Hie  Inf|iuMtor,  wlin  now  rosi'  to  emoiinrtit 
prisoner,  wiu  om-  of  thos«  w.'nt^l  on  Uif  l»»n 
bench,  and  tlie  voice  wait  onr  whidi  Iml  M 
beeii  heard  in  Uie  court,  kuicc  the  trial  of  Goif- 
dine  began. 

FnuiM^o  (iurroiii,  nre  you  prrpond  to  alw 
the  oatli  T 

"  I  am  prepared.** 

It  win  tltcu  adnunistcreid  m  befnrv. 

"  Now,  recollect  yourself,  tind  auKww  ifii* 
linctly  (o  Mich  questions  as  I  shall  tak,  IHl 
you  know  Caroline,  Countess  of  Albaao,  the 
mother  of  the  present  C«unt  ?" 

"  I  knew  her  well." 

The  coiniMMUre  of  Geraldtnc  utterly  fidMhtf 
at  the  mention  of  her  mother's  name :  had  tk 
not  been  Heated,  the  attentioii  of  the  cooft  wvdl 
prolinbly  luive  been  disttirbcd — but  shestrngtM 
against  the  emotion  whidi  assailod  her,  uid  b- 


tened,  in  breathleM  cagcmeM,  for  wbitt  wns  to 
fvllow. 

"  Speak  what  you  know  of  her,"  coiitiuocd 
Uie  examiner. 

*'  It  b  all  suinme<l  vritfain  one  drviKlful  word," 
replied  (iarroui :~"  the  whm  a  heretic." 

"  How  know  you  thj«  ?" 
It  WW  a  truth  she  sought  not  to  conccfti ;  I 
a  oen-ant  of  mme  standing  iii  tbv  fiunily  of 
tlie  late  Count,  when  lu-  liruii^lit  her,  ax  hu 
bride,  from  t^iglan<L  Had  it  not  beeu  for  that 
foul  Mtaii),  h(-r  coiniug  would  haw  been  liaiktl  u» 
a  blewing  sent  from  Hcavt-ii — and  rveii  whi'ii  this 
WM  known  to  all,  there  were  some  among  us 
wbo  avowed  their  love  and  reverence  for  her." 

"  FtBncewo  Gurroiii,  were  you  ever  one  of 
these?" 

**  Never  !     I  trcniblcd  when  I  looked  at  her ;. 
for  ber  marrelloiis  beauty,  and  her  gentle  temper, 
won  upon  all  men — and  I  feared  for  my  pure 
faith. — 1  strovv  to  tiate  her." 

"  Did  you  succeed  in  this  i*  or  did  you»  loo. 
&U  in  the  trial  ?' 
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Thr  pri»w«t  ww  adeat  for  a  momeiUr : 

fvpficd— 

**  Mjr  ^mA     which  I  am  now  brfgn  yun  q 
•nfca — will  att<«Tf  iIml" 

■*  Did  any   in   tbe   bouseboUl   pmbraee  W 

~~'^'  jd 

"  Sane:  we  werv  csvrd  frmn  thn,  byn 
«c*t  af  ane,  wW.  «v  the  Count  had  l>cc«  a  JW 
rMBnied,  was  appMaled  Confessor  at  the  C»A 
rfAJbuo." 

"  W)io  wi»(  Hu*  boly  nan?" 

"  ladare  Banooe,  a  ineok  of    thr  ords 
St  Dominic.* 

"  How  worked  bit  M«]  anoi^  you  ?' 

•*  By  prayer,  by  hmag,  by  teacJHng  «  ■! 
know,  that  certaiD  ilestmciioa  here  and 
■nwt  be  our  kit.  If  we  did  not  Untthe  and: 
tke  iufected  beretk^" 

**  And  did  all  renst  tbc  diin^r  ?" 

"  All :  her  noble  InufNUHl  learned  to 
ai  the   fearful  <;rin>e   be   hiul   committed, 
«hnni>ed    ber    presence;    her   young   son 
uuir|ir    to    flee   from    ber,    and  Mrraiitt 
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t«tAlite<l  rli^r  pltice«  n«ir  her,  by  re«etTii^ 
alMMlutioii  for  tli<!  ncMlful,  but  unwilling  {^erricv 
they  jicrformwl-" 

•'  Was  your  Coiifewor  beloved  amoiig  you  f 

"  No;  lie  wa»  fcarH  ami  lijited,  save  by  me; 
1  w»rH]ii])p«<[  liiin  m  a  aiiit,  alrewly  ripe  for 
heaven.  'HI!  hi;  »iine,  1  lived  in  d^y  horror 
of  eternal  dcmni,  for  the  weakness  of  my  hatred 
towards  this  spccinus  heretic.  I  ooRfes5e<l  it 
to  him,  und  lie  soothed  me :  he  told  me  (Jiat  my 
heart  was  right,  iind  tluu  I  must  pray  day  and 
ni^ht  fur  strength  to  show  my  hatred.  1  <iMt 
pray,  und  thought  that  Heaven  heard  me — 
Heaven  Itas  lieard  me  since — but  then — yet  I 

Bined  guarded  from  the  deadly  peril  by  lii» 
holy  care.  Sare  one,  all  turned  from  the  daring 
heretic;  save  on« — husband,  sou,  retainers,  all 
shrank  from  her,  as  from  death  and  perdition, 
save  one — and  that  one  was  her  daughter." 

Tears,  that  most  seasonably  retieveil  her  swell- 
ing heart,  n>Ued  down  the  checks  of  Geraldine 
at  tlicse  words ;  and  she  almost  blessed  the  lips 
that  spoke  them. 


w 


"  Write  I"  wfts  hoanely  mitnnured  bjr  Mat 
one  on  tbe  beiicli. 

**  Yes,  write,"  repeated  tiie  priMOer  «ilk 
<nnphwib,  "  let  it  be  wrilieii,  ibsl  ii  amj  aim 
for  my  sinful  soul  on  tbe  Usl  day." 

"  Wlist  of  this  daughter  f  add  the  laijiikiMr 
who  hait  iinil  questtotieil  bira  ;  ■*  ^  Ofk" 

"Tlatilaiighterdiuig  tnher,"  «itidiiiw<l(JV> 
rqni*  "  M(i  by  her  tender  lore  sremrd  to  nb  ill 
ludred  of  its  Miag.  I  loved  the  child,  and  ban 
kncrlod  ftir  hours  before  her  patron  saint,  pnjiaf 
tlAt  Hm  brr  filial  teitderncss  tnitfbt  not  dcatm 
hvr.  I  think  ibcse  praycn  trt^'re  hMud.  Soducilr. 
M>  ptouH,  so  catholic  a  child,  nercr  knelt  to  recotr 
absolution;  I  think  my  prayers  n-ere  heard,  faM 
tbe  Confessor  told  me  oftt- n,  that  utitl  be  Awi<^ 
fur  her;  his  judgment  <ra«,  that  hIic  must  perU 
everlastingly,  unless  slie  beeaine  a  nun.  tt^ 
was  I  to  believe  this,  for  I  knew  that  sbr  wonU 
never  leave  her  mother.  My  lord  the  Cmnit, 
who  pined  beoeutli  the  weight  of  hli  Iteny  m. 
implored  her  to  consent ;  it  wn.t  lh«  only  bfte 
now  left,  by  which  he  might  win  bmvnj  <U1]F 
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1  hw  ('oiifemor  repeat,  tbut,  if  liU  vliiM  b«c«iiic 
Fb  nun,  his  crime  would  bo  forglvcD.  Yeare 
roUwil  over  liu  Uctui — he  wuit  buw«cl  to  eanh 
by  ((in  and  mrmvi;  yot  still  tliis  cliild  reiutited. 
'Jliv  [>ricst  ilicn  duni;  to  mc.  lie  spoke  lo  me  as 
liM  friettd  and  «qutil,  aiul  I  lixtcticd  lo  bita  m  to 
a  wiint  widkicig  upon  tliv  uirtli.  He  told  me  Uiat 
the  young  Gemldiiic  must  surely  perish,  that 
wraib  of  Olid  was  un  her — that  her  Bceursed 
^■inther  bvld  bvr  back  from  bcuvvn,  and  tliat 
notliing  hut  tluit  mother's  spei-dy  death  could 
Have  Uvt  innocent  chilil.  l>ay  by  duy,  be  re- 
peated tlii.i  to  me :  <lay  by  day,  he  drew  me 
nearer  to  him  by  bis  flattiiin}!;  kindness,  lie 
told  me  that  1  van  too  good,  too  holy  fur  tli« 
world,  and  offered  ine  a  place  within  bis  convent 
— my  rcry  soul  elung  to  him." 

The  old  man  ceased  to  speak,  and  it  kbb 
evident  to  all  who  beard  him,  that  his  strength 
wM  fiiiline;.  A  seat  was  brought  for  hiiu, 
and  a  conlial  put  to  hifl  lips :  after  the  in- 
terval of  a  few  iDumeuIs  he  resumed,  but  iu  a 
v<Mce  so  tretDuIous,  that  the  most  earnest  atteif 


n  cBiUe  the  kcatostodii- 


■^  Br  ^x:<H5  dv  CoBfesor  b«gwi  to  tint  to 
^&.  as  W  feared  W  was  bimsclf  in  danger  of 
itt  w^ig^tt  Bttcnm.  for  taSmag  tbisdreaJM 
im  ■»  ^ncsafcf  tkr  ywif^  and  pioiis  Genlilise. 
Bt  tml  me  W  had  liMn  Tvated  brangfehini 
«ci^  «^  ba^  km  nrnove  the  heretic  frm 


fiwi  the  breast  of  G«il- 
Fiaal  «ti<^Kred  to  ber  a  prupooL 

aiT  mr  lift-  *"    jJie   replied  Jilowi 


xnah,"  cxclaimf<I  the  «M  man,  »a(l<lpnly  niistiig 
hui  fi;»'l»l«  voice  U»  ii  tone  of  friglitfiil  energy  ;— 
**  Whiit  nviiibt  that  I  aIiouIcI  week  as  slowly  to 
•vow  the  lU-v^l  1  liai  I*  dtnw — liwir  it  at  once  ! — 
He  bui)«  dte  [wIkki  her — airiil  it  »-a*  done !" 

Garnmi  ro(««  fr»m  the  crbair  on  «-)iic-h  [lie 
Btteii<bui(.4  hiu)  plan'il  him,  as  he  spoke  the  last 
word));  but  an  soon  as  tliey  were  uttered,  he 
upoii  it  afraiii,  and  the  oRidaU  crowded 
rootid  hint.  The  floor  of  the  a|inrtnient  was 
immediaiely  covered  with  the  cotuisellors  and 
jifti  who  rushed  towards  him.  They  eaperly 
^ariaglil  fur  furtlier  jiarticulars  of  tJie  dreailful 
crime  he  Irntl  diselusecl,  hut  in  vain.  The  old 
man  never  spoke  again.  GenJdine  drew  to- 
wards him,  as  if  to  learn  some  further  details  of 
the  fiMjfu)  de»l,  the  vague  suspicion  of  which 
had  »o  loiifr  clouded  her  existence.  She  shud- 
dered as  slie  hung  over  tlie  man  who  had  de- 
stroyed her  nu>ther ;  but  a  feeling  stronger  still 
urged  her  to  extend  her  own  arm  to  sustain  lug 
drooping  head,  lut  ahc  exclaimed : — 
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"  One  word,  (luironi ;  speak  one  word 
— my  wrHrlteii  ^tilirr,  did  h«  know?" 

No  iUKwiT  Willi  rctumiN].  Her  wtia^lk  UcJ 
to  Hiutniit  ibc  ii«>uvy  wci^lit  which  rested 
her,  aiid  Cinrroni  by  at  her  feet  a  rigid 
Juliet  Htood  b««iclc  faitn,  uliDoot  an  modoiilaf  ml 
M  cold.  Tlio  dmidful  (UsclcBore  of  Gtmm, 
though  completely  unexpected  by  GenUon 
wboK  sutpiciona  had  ever  ^laiic«<l  to«-ard*  hum 
was  not  BO  to  Juliet;  and  site  felt  that  At  hid 
herself  been  the  means  of  leadinjer  the  M  ■■ 
to  make  this  awful  alonemctit  foe  hi*  friau. 
The  juMice  of  the  »equel  could  not  e&ce  is 
liorror,  and  it  wu  lon^  ere  the  fully  iMUVmi 
from  tliR  Hhock. 

In  «ptle  of  tli«  almost  mipeniattual  tcmn  m 
wlttcli  tlivy  have  dreised  iliemsclrett,  Inqoki 
are  men,  and  tlio  scene  that  had  jiisi 
made  them  feel  they  were  oo.  The  body  (f 
this  miserable  victim  of  bigotry  wm  rMaotci 
Th«  trembUnp  women,  whose  praenn  W 
■ucTease<i  the  horror  of  the  dtscUwure,  were  ikn 
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From  the  liall,  wid  with  the  usual  attention  to 
aecMcy,  wmveytd  iti  clowd  litters  to  the  palace 
of  the  Cardinal  RotnaldJ,  where  they  were  met, 
and  tnofH  kindly  welcomed  hy  lita  sister,  tin' 
AbhcsN  of  St.  Ildefutise.  I'hf  porMuri  of  Isidore 
bail  lieeii  ^ectired  befori:  they  Ivft  tlip  hall ;  hut 
it  was  long  hefore  they  learnitl,  to  whut  fut«  he 
was  reserved.  In  truth,  iiotliing  iit  tluie  lime 
ao  i^atly  eiicumhered  and  emhiifrasscd  the 
oouTM  of  ecclesiastical  justice,  a»  any  dittcioeiire 
of  6agraiit  crime  within  the  sacred  pule  wliic}i 
gmnled  the  di^itaries  of  the  Itom&n  Catholic 
Church :  nor  was  tJiere  any  question  which  puz- 
zled them  so  profouiKlly  to  decide,  as  to  whether 
the  mischief  done  to  the  holy  cause  of  their  reli- 
gion by  imptigninji^  one  of  her  distinguished  mi- 
nistera,  or  that  which  might  aris>e  from  the  scandal 
of  ttuiTering  a  notorious  crime  to  go  unpunished, 
wax  the  inoiit  to  he  deprecated.  Isidore  Bartone 
luul  for  many  weekit  to  endure  all  the  com- 
plicated suffering  of  disappointment,  iin])riiH)ti- 
menl,  and  uncertainty,  while  this  important 
question  was  debated  in  tlic  concLavc  respecting 
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hiitwrlf.     1 1  was,  Iwwovpr,  imomlistply  ' 
upon,  wid  that  by  the  very  highest  auti 
ihikt  h?  WW  no  lotigvr  Ahhof  of  St.  Awlm'vM 
vrkicli  impnrtnnt  station  the  deroot  and 
ftpirited  Fallier  Ansehno  waa  nuMd,  to  I 
saits&ction  of  tkp  wboI«  cimunmitty;  nW'^ 
long  ere  it  was  equally  well  uridrrelood,  ilul  i 
public  or  OKMlt^i  puiibbment  would  be  iiil 
on  one,  whow  name  had  formerly  been  m  I 
vourably  known  in  the  oitliolic  wurld.     Vih 
ever  hi*  fate  might  be,  it  vna  the  inlenlim 
those  by  whom  it  was  decided,  that  public  i 
should  make  no  pan  of  it,  and  this  iotenticti ' 
fulJllled. 


Oh !  'tis  th«  ciirM  (if  Iavc,  nud  atill  approtcd. 
Whrn  wompn  cunnot  love,  wlicri-  ihey're  bclovrd- 

SiMKtreani. 


[a  sckn'E  of  life,  most  completely  iinliki-  any  sIm 
I  had  )>cfore  witnessed,  now  broke  u(Kin  Julii-t. 
iSbe  had  been  bitlierto  known  to  as  stnall  a 
circle  as  was  well  possible  for  one  in  her  runk 
of  life.  But  now  all  Kome  wiu  talking  of  her. 
\  veil  of  impenetruble  mystrry  generally  en- 
velopes tbe  proceedings  of  tlie  holy  office :  and 
there  is,  perhaps,  no  great  injustice  in  the  be- 
lief^ whidi  has  prevailed  in  idl  ages,  and  in  all 
lands,  tlint  tliis  arises  from  iu  iicts  hi-iiig  oflrn 
Rich,  as  their  ugeiita  would  gladly  hide  from 
every  cyt-. 


mercy  which  thvy  assume 
not  Ml))'  Buifcrc<d  to  trai: 
world  was   moiie  to  ring 
apphiusc.     SHl^ll  van  tlir 
honourable  acquittal   of 
Cathcrlita's   from  tlie  cJiur^ 
bet :  and  the  part  wliich  ht 
fdl  ni«ce  liad  borne  iti  tJi 
beaiine  the  iWluoDnblc  top 
Rome. 

It  is  not  improbable,  tl: 
stance  of  her  hariug  bceu  p 
heiress,  by  the  voice  wboM 
farther  than  aiiy  other  in  ifii 
to  the  lioDoiiK  which  now 

During  tlie  fortni^it  wl 
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•mcnt  nhv  bftd  proclBimed,  was  coii»i<I<>rad  M 
:«u  off,  l>y  her  sub§equeiit  dodication  to  the 
cloist«r :  for  tbere  wrrc  not  wanting,  umong  tLose 
who  lieard  her  alhulc  to  thiK  oiigti^eitieiit,  some 
poweiful  aiid  venetabK-  advocalcs  fur  itit-  youtli- 
ful  8uiton>  who  now  Kouf^ht  her  hatul.  Mo«t  of 
Uhsc  proposals,  indeed,  were  made  bjr  proxjr, 
beilig  cereiDoniouiity  traiutnitted  by  tho  rclutivM 
of  t]iP  gentleman,  to  the  illuKtrioiis  aunt  of  tlie 
lady.  But  there  wus  one-  among  tbvm  wlio 
wooed  ill  good  earneitt  for  himself;  tliis  wus  the 
young  and  handsome  Marquis  of  St.  Omeda, 
nephew  to  llie  Cardinul  Romiddi,  ill  whose 
palace  GenUdiiie  and  her  niece  sltll  eoiitinued 
|M  bv  gneftts.  Tbis  circumstance  not  only  gave 
him  an   opportunity   for   pleading  himself   hia 

it,  ill  person,  but  of  becoming  very  »eriou&ly 
illtMCM«d  in  the  success  of  iL 

Morgaiilc  and  OUve,  who  were  both  re-esta- 
bltsbed  in  tlieir  places  nvur  the  young  heiress, 
•rere  now  for  the  first  time  made  sensible  of  tlie 
importance  attached  to  them ;  for  the  lavour  of 
hoiJi  waif  propitiated  by  sundry  tokens  of  gene- 
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to  Wr  inannrr,  wliirh  not  only  TOuied  ili« 
younj;  man's  lti>|i<>«,  hut  niiwii'  iheni  evi'ry  hour 
of  inciri'  viliil  importance  to  Win  liappiiiess.  At 
len^tli  tlic  time  fixed  fur  tbfir  dcpiiiiure  drcv 
nigli- — one  day  oidy  rpmuincd  of  thrir  promuiMl 
May,  and  on  thut  day  St  Omvda  rvi^olrod  to 
know hi.s  fatf.  It  vnu*  difHrult  to  find  a  moment^ 
Id  wliicli  [Ii<!  Abbvso  and  lier  niece  were  not 
■urrouiKted  vritli  ri)m)iiiny ;  but,  on  tliifi  lant  day, 
Morgaitie  wm  bribed,  more  by  tlie  deep  earnt'st- 
nens  of  die  young  m»n\  request,  tban  by  the 
glittering  present  wbicb  uccompniiied  it,  to  admit 
bitii  to  tbe  private  Kiloon  appropriated  to  the 
Abl>ei«  and  )ier  nieee,  before  tbe  t»ual  hour  of 
Ibeir  receiving  corofmny.  Juliet  iviw  cngag^-d 
at  the  moment  lie  entered,  in  can-fully  urruiin- 
iag  in  a  <:iisket  tlie  trinket*  she  bad  puri-)iaited, 
by  tlte  direeiion  uf  Iter  father,  for  lady  C-luudia 
di  Montrcielo.  Her  aiuit  was  standing  by  her, 
and  listening  with  a  iimile  to  Juliet's  eanieKt 
(XpremioiiM  of  Kitisfoetion  in  tbe  hopes  of  tbe 
Count. 

'Fhe  quicJt   eye  of  tlie   lover  wat   instaiitly 
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•*  I  bcIi«vo  j'on  ar«  rpry  right,"  replied  JuUrt* 
ith  a  HmilL*. 

»*  And  wli«n  ia  it  to  grace  th*  brows  of  lady 

lUet  d'Albiuio?"  iuiid  the  young  nuui  gtAreiy. 

**  Ni-v*T,  my  ionl," 

'*  Dues  t]uit  mvun  (liat  yon  will  never  wear 

?"  said  hp,  witli  renewed  animation ;  "  or  that 
will  only  <lo  so,  wlten  you  ceaae  to  bi>  lady 
Dltetd'Albano?" 

**  It  means,"  replied  Julipl,  laughing,  "  that  it 

M  never  inleiidcd  for  me  at  all." 

'*  Thank  Heaven !"  he  exclaimed  ferrcntly. 
i  You  are,  then,  still  free  ?" 

Juliet  wsLi  both  vexed  and  embarrassed.  No- 
hing  could  be  brther  from  her  wlsli,  than  that 

r  agreeable  new  friend  should  declare  himtielf 
lover. 

"What!  is  he  too  hoping  to  catch  the  heiress?" 

bought  Ae  with  bittenieM.      "  All  tlien  are 

elfi«h  and  inlercfttcd  alike !" — Such  were  her 

■oughts,  but  the  ttaid  nothing,  till  St.  Oracdo, 

Kncounigvd  by  her  iii]en<H',  iind  the  heigbtrTieil 

Molour  of  her  check,  ventured  to  seiie  her  luuid. 
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ktwt  exelumed  witb  iiJI   the  Hrdour  of  paAf 
piiwiion — ■ 

•'Oh,  Jalipt!  if  ihis  hand  be  five,  bnlMii 
iipmi  nic !  If  your  limrt  hv  agmin  jaat  tmt, 
1ft  me  win  and  wear  it,  nx  tht  diwm  IRMW 
pmtUi  or  hojiTCn  couU  jjivc  mc  f" 

Ncv«r  woa  lore  offered,  and  iinswettDg  liirr 
•onght  for  In  return,  with  more  dri-p  ami  us- 
mixed  Hincrrity  tluui  now ;  but  Juliet  did  not  <i* 
her  lover  jnMicv* ;  ilic  imagined  hts  prapool 
flowed  from  the  nme  motive  which,  khe  eooU 
liardJy  doubt,  bad  influeiiei'd  others  wkn  U 
addressitd  her,  nnd,  Iwtli  )ii(|tied  nt  beUniBe 
tbtH,  nnd  vexed  at  livr  <lisB[>|>ointitieiit  in  lir 
eharuder  of  a  nuiti  Hhv  ha<l  really  etileenKd,  ikr 
answered  nlmost  petuiitnily— 

**  Though  these  jewels  my  lord,  are  not  !•• 
tended  to  decoriile  mc,  tbey  arc  for  oik  wboi  ii 
becoming  a  bride,  will  render  all  6uit  to  im  ■ 
vatn»  as  if  they  were  for  my  own  bridal ; — thr; 
are  destined  for  tbe  future  wife  of  my  faithrr,  Vf 
lord  Marquiw ;  and  when  the»e  an*  woru.  1  il«B 
no  longer  be  an  heircw " 


'*  And  think  you  by  diat  you  will  become 
IcMt  dear  to  in«  ?  Oh !  Itiiow  mc  bettvr,  Juliet," 
■aid  ihe  youtig  inaii  carn^wtly.  "  1  love  you — 
nor  could  Uie  gain  or  low  of  tlu-  fairost  aiid  the 
broulcvt  luiids  that  l-vlt  duworvd  wunuui,  vitlier 
leMeti  or  uicr«uc  such  love  iis  mine  P* 

Juliet  felt  in  an  instant,  tluit  she  liad  done  him 
wrong;  she  coloured  violently,  and  Boid,  in  u 
voice  of  much  emotion — 

"  Foipve  me,  St,  Omeda !  It  is  not  to  you 
that  t  should  testify  the  feelings,  to  which  th« 
addresses  I  have  received  since  I  have  been  at 
Rome,  liave  ^ven  birth — believe  me,  I  have 
always  held  you  to  be  far  unlike  the  rest ;  and  I 
would  luive  gladly  left  you  witli  the  persuasion, 
tluit  all  tlie  kindness  you  have  shown  us,  arose 
fnmi  tlie  same  disinterested  ftteodsliip  which 
we  feel  for  you." 

"  And  must  this  exclude  a  warmer  sentiment, 
laily  Juliet?  Will  you  for  ever  count  it  a  mark 
of  bafteoeas  to  tore  you,  because  you  have  been 
proclaimed  your  father's  heiress?" 

"  Fortunately,"  replied  Juliet,  carcfidly  con- 
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tinuiiifr  her  oocuputioii,  and  nevuiing  iKe  JFnb 
from  ull  I'liaiicv  wf  injury  ou  tlieir  joumev:  "fbr- 
tunutclvf  tbu  bltiiidcr.  nrlticti  has  led  u  all  tbk 
caiiiiut  last  long. — Mj-  tatltor  w  mt  ilie  ete  rf 
murrii^  with  the  youiifr  laily,  for  wbom  dwM 
tiiuketB  arc  di'signed." 

"  Utank  Heeveti  for  tfa«  news  1"  taiii  tltt 
Marquis.  **  Now,  at  lea§t,  I  may  bnpe  u  h 
exempt  from  this  degrading  suspicion  ;— i»oi»,  K 
least,  you  may  believe  it  poeaible  tliat  you  can 
be  loved  for  yourself  atone. — Juliet,  let  uijr  ^ 
prove  it  to  you " 

As  JuUet  Iiad  declare<l  tbe  dia^rin,  wliii^  i* 
evidently  felt  at  Uiis  dedanttion  of  love,  km 
from  Iter  ^neral  Awrpiclon  of  the  IntcreMMl  m^ 
lives  of  all  nlio  luldruwod  her,  it  mi||;iit  itM 
been  expected,  that  tlie  proof  of  sincerity,  bo« 
given  by  her  lover,  would  hiive  prtKluced  a  ifi^ 
fcrent  feeling; ;  but,  to  tlie  uiMpeokabk*  mortili- 
catioti  of  8t  Oineda,  Juliet's  »peiikin^  caaaM- 
Danec  exprHwd  even  mure  vexation  tJun  httait- 
Whether  It  would  have  wotlied  thn  nanif- 
cation,  to  liare  known  that  it  was  her  mi  tfJ 
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regard  fiw  him  whicli  occasionwl  thiM, 

wy  be  doubted.     Such.  Jiowever,  was  as»uredly 

tb«  (act :  ajid  while  something  verj-  liki;  a  frown 

beoii[ract«.il  her  HtnootJi  brow,   her  heurt  itlinuik 

Ijroni   the  painful  ta»k  vf  telling  him  that  she 

gloved  another. 

It  was  ut  this  moment,  aud  boforo  shr  luul 
plictl  to  his  lust  words,  that  hi>r  aunt  tc- 
|;enterf(l  the  room.  Though  certiiitily  not  dcpply 
Ircrecil  in  Bceuen  of  love,  Geraldine  coidd  not 
[mifiUkke  the  Dieaniug  of  that,  now-  before  lier. 

'riic  hetghtpiied  colour,  and  iliscompoKctl  look 
I  of  Juliet;  the  eager  and  anxious  eye  of  the 
[  jroung  man,  which  was  rivetted  on  her  (ace ;  and 
[the  mute  silcucc  of  botli,  wen*  intelligiblf, 
leren  to  a  nuii ;  and  she  wax  in  the  act  of  r»* 
liriitg  again,  wlieii  Juliet  sprang  tow-anls  her, 
laying— 

•'  Da  not  loave  mc. — It  is  yott  must  aiiswrr 
him — I  cannot  do  iL" 

These  were   not  words  to  load  a   lover   to 
rdeqiair;  anil  with  renuwnl  hope  of  wlmiiiig  nil 
wiflhed,  the  Marquis  ro^Cj  aiid   reitpi'ctfuUy 
f4 


:  ^  Abhot,  be^cd  to  be  pfrnuttfd, 
ibfWf^  Wt,  to  RpcM  tbe  oStr  he  had  jiM  oak 
d*  hfa  baad  and  fbrtane  to  brr  iitixT.  CrnaUiiw 
lad  bikcii  tbr  cxtvadrJ  kuid  ofJutkl, 
hid  ifcppwl  fanrwd  to  pn-vrnt  ber  ivtna^ 
•ttll  kdil  it— bat  WW  JaliM  •ouj^t  to  wnUwr 
it,  and  n^e  bn-  mipr. 

"  No,  Juliet,  yon  unM  not  go,"  add  ik 
Abbe».  **  Tbe  only  proof  of  ray  mw  aAcdiM, 
Am  I  cao  pn  yoo,  h  now  aiu!  aln}-«  lo  Ion 
yam  aatSnm  of  yatndf.  I  will  mtl  qnii  dt 
RMB,  nooe  yon  wisk  me  to  irotiun  in  it,  bnl  i> 
b  Toil  tbai  tntiM  uisver  iLm  irmponL" 

"  It  I*  oikI  to  «qr  m,"  cxdiimeil  Jiili((< 
baiilii^  ioto  teaw.     "  Yob  know  all—iWii  •!; 

'« Go,  tlirn.  ray  ion,'  said  Geraldinc;— "it 
indeed,  1  do  know  «n,  I  will  spare  you— w 
yet,"  i4e  cootmued,  still  boklii^  ber  hand,  "*  >* 
sodi  ■  on  as  tliis  Uiefv  most  be  no  laistilw 
JaBeL — ^Do  yoa  wiib  rae  to  tell  the  Maiqiut  ^ 
Si.  Omeda,  that  yon  lore  nnotfaer  ?" 

"To,"  aid  Joliet  Smly,  but  at  tbe 
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los 


monwht    covering     hor     few    witli    both    her 
hauds. 

Tbb  was  enoiifrli.  Omeda  vnuteH  lu  brar  no 
|eaaiinentary,  Imt  fltnl  from  tin*  room,  aiid  from 
'  Uie  bfluae ;  iind  witliin  an  hour  wtut  on  h»  rnul 
to  join  hw  n-jpm«iit  oii  tht-  frontier*  of  OL-rniuiiy. 
Ill  ihf  good  old  timos  of  wliicli  I  write,  bexii- 
tiAii  jrouiig  ltuliv«  vrvrc  so  ct-rbuii  of  mooting 
witli  ubiii)(Uu>cp  of  lovcn,  lliat  tho  iiicidoiit  just 
rvcountcd  would  scarovly  be  wortli  recordiiij^. 
were  it  not  for  the  proof  it  offered  of  Juliet'it 
pertiiHiciuuH  adherence  to  tlie  memory  of  aii  ud- 
venturo,  wliioh  must,  by  tbis  rime,  almost  hilvi* 
speared  to  her  like  a  dreain,  ^o  cotnplololy  hud 
it  passed  away,  leaving  no  tract*  bnt  llie  fond 
itlea  which  she  still  dierislied  at  her  heart. 

The  precipitate  retreat  of  the  young  \far({uiH 
left  the  aunt  and  niece  standing  ^dde  by  side, 
near  a  <loor  opposite  to  the  one  by  which  lie 
escaped ;  and  so  they  continued  for  Kcvoral  mi- 
nutes: the  tourt  of  Juliet  »till  flowed,  and  olie 
felt  doulitful,  if  tlio  fnink  avowal  she  bad  just 
uttered,  laight  be  fully  approved  by  bcr  sunt. 
f5 
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But  wb«n,  at  length,  slio  raised  her  eyes  to  ik 
dear  face,  ui  whidi  she  had  teamed  lo  teeb  iW 
reflection  of  all  her  own  feelings,  b^orc  ibc 
could  be  quite  certain  they  were  righ^  all  btr 
doubt«  vanished ;  for  never  did  np{>roT«I,  pin- 
sure,  and  ufiectioii,  beam  more  brightly  frtm 
any  eyw,  than  ffwn  those  with  which  GeraUine 
returned  her  glance.  '*  And  you  really  low  iia 
will,  my  Juliet  ?"  she  exclaimed  in  an  acccal  of 
Gurprisc  and  pli^usure ;  '*  how  benignly  has  IV»- 
videncc  atoned  for  all  the  mbery  of  ny  odr 
life,  by  the  happiness  that  seems  opening  bdirc 
me!" 

"  iVnd  have  you  not  forgotten  tlii«  poor  Hu- 
bert ?'  said  Juliet,  whili;  luve  and  hope  agii> 
dimple<l  her  »oft  cheek.  "  ^"hy,  then,  fM 
eniel  aunt,  why  did  you  never  name  him  7" 

'*  llccause  I  «aw  you  surrounded  by  lavn*— 
btcaute  flattery  and  adulation  were  besetting 
you  on  nil  side* — and  it  was  not  by  my  imp**- 
tuiiatrly  uttering  tlie  name  of  Hubert  in  y<v 
ear,  that  f  would  hare  h«d  his  image  rrtaUcd  n 
your  heart.     If  in  Ixuth  you  loved  biia,  1  bv' 
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lie  would  noI  want  my  v«i<,'«!  to  ploatl  fw  ma; 
aiid  if  n»t,  it  were  bvtt«T  that  ynii  «hoiil<l  furgvt 
that  yuu  liad  ever  seen  liim." 

"(Ml,  my  di?af  aunt  I"  said  Juliet,  '•  jdu 
know  itot  what  )'ou  liavc  made  nic-  suffer  by  this 
proud  cart;  for  Hwborl'n  dignity — I  know,"  sbe 
added,  luriiiii)r  away  her  ryes,  an  if  she  would 
uoc  Huff&r  them  to  ask  (juestioiin  which  she  dared 
uoi  allow  her  li|)8  to  it\wuk — "  I  kiiuw  there  m 
,e  myHteriaua  link  hetwei-ii  you,  which  may 
ha|M  keep  hiui,  )ii»  conduct,  and  bin  iiitentioiiiii, 
for  ever  before  your  eyes — and  a»  you  ceawil  to 
name  him  to  me,  I  thought  that  lie  had  wiabed 
you  sbouUI." 

"  My  aweetest  Juliet !  how  can  I  ever  pay 
you  for  all  tb«  perfect  tnut,  tbe  forbeju-iiig  con- 
fidence you  liave  shown  rae?  Not  all  you  have 
done  for  mc— and  twice  you  Iiave  saved  me 
from  dentructioti — yet  ^1  llii»  louche!)  me  not  like 
your  gentle  MuhrnkKUon  to  tlie  secrecy  I  have  im- 
posed upon  myself,  on  a  subject  tlial  re^d*  you 
go  nearly." 

'*  Should  I  love  you  as  1  do,"  replied  Juliet, 
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'  on  me  witliaHt  twcessity  i" 
fjtB^n,  my  best  lore,"  aid  Ge- 
■ftmd  bodi  by  ber  «xinh  nl 
.  fcc,  JsKet,  1  somrames  thkb 
Ah  ajsaerjr  wub  you,  1  tuboii 
'  to  At  word*  of  my  pmmwe,  tka 

l&l» — ImIoc^  to  trilyouKlI ' 

*  \*,  Bo^~  Tcpfad  Julirt,  playfully  laviof 
bo-  bud  ipMi  ^  lips  of  Citnldinc  ^jm 
AdI  Mt  leffl  ae  ■«« — I  bsTe  boroe  Uib  myt- 
mrj  wboi  fav  lad  Mcrow  by  io  «rc*y  bnr'x 
I  an  wrtl  ciidure  tbi  ii 
last  a  little  lot^vr — for  wrre  we  not  Ii 
apoii,  run  woold  knov  it— and  y«u  wouU 
teBmevk'* 

**  Yon  rpmom  adattnUy,  dearest ;  and  1  «iU 
DM  pms  updo  ym  ■  canfidence,  wbkb  truly  I 
barr  no  t%kt  to  girc — a  few  weeks,  it  may  k 
•  few  «Uy«,  will  eod  your  suspense :  and  unkw 
jrow  fiuher  dwuld  b«  more  rebeioeui  il 
oppttdtMD  thaii  I  DOW  expect,  all  will,  I  tkinfci 
go  smoothly." 
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The  remainder  of  the  day  was  sppnt  in  sp«ak- 
ii^  and  n-Cfivin^  &nrwi-lU — tliv  highv^t  und  tlio 
bolictrt  kinmiukI  to  CQHicnd,  iiK   tu   wliu  Kliould 
ftlbow  mcut  honour  and  vi!tconi  to  tli«  Abbnvt  of 
^P|bBt'  C«lJterina'M ;  a»  for  Juliet,  not  oven  tbr 
mortiiicaiiun  wbich  muKt  Iiave  arutvn,  in  many 
quarters  from  lirr  r<*ruKal  of  tlie  ulltancc-t  offered 
faer.  could  prev<>iit  ht-r  winniiifr  bi.-.iiity,  grMe,  and 
flweetneas,  from  Icaidii^  an   imi>reauon  in  li«r 
&vour,  that  was  long  r«m«tiibereil  and  acknow- 
ledged tlirougli  tiie  lii){lii>!<t  circW  in  Home. 

On  the  following  morning  tbcy  flet  forth  for 
Albaiio,  escorted  by  a  numerous  body  of  guanb, 
evidently  apjwinted  by  tbe  authorities,  as  much 
for  the  purpose  of  testifj'iiig  respect  for  the 
Abbe«tft,  an  for  ensuring  her  safety. 

There  wai  a  healthy  principle  in  JuUctV  mind, 
which  prevented  any  happy  circumstance  of  her 
destiny  to  p&M  by  !ier  unheeded :  the  contmst 
between  her  present  feelings,  and  those  with 
wbich  she  hod  lately  tiavclled  the  Komc  roud, 
embellished  ovt-ry  len^e ;  and  Mor^nti.'  liim- 
«elf,  banitinK  with  glee  BahcwuB,  while   re- 
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incmberini;  all  lie  had  seen,  and  antkipUKng  lU 
tlie  glory  of  reoountuif;  it,  wore  oot  •  emoilc* 
nBnec  of  more  gay  and  giowing  happiiwot  im 
Juli«t.  Geraldioe,  too,  never  felt  more  lennblf, 
than  during  this  happy  journey,  that  If  ha 
Itnuige  deetiny  bad  roblM><l  her  nf  murk  that  m 
de^nUe.,  it  had  also  Irft  her  much  that  «a»  de- 
lightful. The  honours  she  liad  nooeivvd.  hov 
ever,  certainly  made  no  part  of  her  bappowK 
**  Never,"  siud  she,  in  answer  to  wme  n- 
muks  of  Juliet's— "nei-er  do  1  fed  «  1 »! 
esfte  with  myself,  as  when  iWs  catholic  applaM 
k  ihowcred  on  me.  and  yet  it  is  from  no  Eeeliig 
dint  it  is  unmerited :  I  know  I  have  dime  Hodi 
towards  turning  evil  into  good.  Years,  ay«s  ow 
turics  must  roll  over  the  race  of  man,  bi-fore  tb*y 
shall  all  leam  wliat  true  religion  means,  before 
they  shall  all  know  that  God  did  not  make  thm 
what  tlipy  are,  lliat  their  restless  spirits  tl^^"' 
dent  enterprise,  their  food  affcrtions,  sboakt  all 
be  crushed  and  boned  within  a  cloister— bat  till 
dray  liiid  tliis  out,  it  vt  good  to  show  them,  dat 
even  in  llic  way  their  ill-judged  tesil  would  M 


there  still  may  be  bindn««i,  peace,  and 
purity. — Thli  lian  been  tlie  ohj<-ot  «f  my  Ui'e,  iii 
Uie  itniiatural  tticuation  into  wliicli  rircutm(ancv« 
ptMhed  me — and  I  liavo  not  fiiilod  iii  it — ycU 
dcan-itt  Julieti  tLr  pnuKC  they  give,  wounds  mc 
more  tlian  it  can  ploase  me." 

"  I  sec  not  whcR-fwrc,"  roplied  Juliet ;  "  tiioy 
praise  yoii  for  your  striel,  yet  gentle  rule ;  they 
praise  you  for  removing  u  n-prouvli  wliieli  ittruck 
the  iiilcn-ntf  tliat  they  valued  most ;  they  prnJse 
you  for  proving  to  the  world,  tliat  all  the  evil  and 
disgraee,  tliat  is  itpnkeu  of,  in  onvrntx,  n  not  the 
rasult  of  the  institution,  hut  of  the  fuulty  ui^e  of 
power  in  those  that  nile  thein,^why  xhonld 
pnu.%e  so  jiiM  as  this,  fiiil  to  (five  you  pleasure  •"* 

"  Ik-c:iut4e,  though  they  have  known  my  acts 
which  luive  in  tnitli  l>een  open  to  every  eye— 
tlicy  know  not  me.  I  have  seemed  the  thing 
I  was  iH>t — and  though  my  fiiniulation  has 
done  harm  to  none—  «[JI1  it  is  iiateful  to  my- 
self." 

•*  I  cannot  tinderetand  tliLi,"  persisted  Juliet, 
*'  you  allow  that  your  life  has  been  one  of  iictiv« 
10 
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iisefulneiB,  aad  of  lican-feli  pwtj- — mA  y«  y«i 
reproach  yourecif  i'" 

••  No,   I  do  not  reproech   myw.'lf.     ll  »•  t» 

ensure  tlie  safrty  of  my  motLcr,  that  I  first  Uwu 

ta  practise,  with  i(crupulo<Di  cxni;i»«ss  the  mk 

wani  meemiiig  of  a  catholic,  while  my  heart  w^ 

sbiitped   in   «1)  ^«   simple    ptirity  of  L4illifA 

holy  ^th — it  was  only  iivR<lfuI  to  cuntinup  6k, 

whtfii  partly  for  my  own,  and  i»ardy  for  my  pm 

tuhet's  sake,    I   shrank  from  further  stnigjir 

into  the  dwp  repose  of  tlie  chiUler.     No — 1  o»- 

not  reproach  myself;  hut  yet,  I  for  everfe*!  (Im 

I  dislike  mpcH— that  I  am  not  what  I  wuoH 

be,  and  that  nature  meant  me   for  soawttiaK 

Boblet.'* 

"  Thi'H  be  that  something,  my  beloved  auai.' 
cried  Juliet  wwinly ;  » every  modvo  hai  loag 
ceasexl,  which  led  you  to  embrace  a  Ufa  m  ib- 
corduiit  to  your  principles — leave  it  at  osmw— 
naign  your  nile— and  live  for  me  ! — " 

Tlic  anlour  with  which  she  spoke,  mi^t  haw 
gone  lar  toward-*  persuading  one  who  so  dwify 
bved  her,  that  what  sbu  wid  was  "  wiaost,  iio*,' 
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.  even  if  every  word  she  uttered  Iiad  not  ecboed 
the  exact  feeliDgs  of  tlie  listener's  heart.  Geral- 
dioe  answered  with  fervour  equal  to  lier  own  : — 

*'  If  such  he  your  wish,  my  Juliet,  such  shall 
be  the  end  of  my  eventful  history — and  I  will 
•ee  Sunt'  CmlKTiiia'*  no  mure." 

lilts  conversation  took  place  at  one  of  the 
■tuioas  wlier«  they  stopped  for  the  night,  o» 
their  journey  towards  AI1miio,und  itsefTectupon 
Juliet  was  such,  as  to  moke  her  feel  uvery  ctp- 
cumstaiice  not  connected  witli  lier  nunt,  aitd 
with  the  years  of  happiness  which  she  aiiticiputed 
for  them  both,  as  almost  too  wortlilt^ss  to  be 
remembered. 

irOeroldine  had  ever  doubte<l  the  strcnji^  of 
llie  attachment  sJie  bad  inspired  in  the  warm- 
hearted and  artless  Juliet,  the  extreme  delight 
the  evinced  at  the  prospect  that  now  opened 
before  her,  must  have  siii)ice<l  to  convince  her 
of  it  The  idea  of  possessing  her  affecuon  and 
soelct}*,  unfettered  by  the  bated  n-stniiiii  of  th« 
eonventf  ii).<(pired  Jidiet   with  a  tliousand  plans 
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In  the  presence  of  OUre,  who 
them  ill  the  litter,  Bfa«  could  not  openlj 
aJl  the  delightful  schemes  which  the  eontempb- 
lion  of  the  ^ture  suggested ;  but  there  nt 
little  neiil  for  her  doing  so  in  order  to  be  uaSa- 
stood  by  her  friend — a  word,  »  look,  a  ffi^ 
caress,  totully  uncalled  for  by  aiiy  tliinj;  l^  «» 
passing,  siiflicicndy  explained  to  GenJdine,  bd* 
her  mind  vras  occupied. 

"  Uoly  Mary  !"  exclaimed  Oiiv* ;  "-hmmj 
lord  the  Count  will  siorni,  Signora,  wben  If 
bean  the  history  of  oar  wicked  ConfeMfl 
Whom  do  you  think  we  shall  hare  for  our  no 
ConfesKor,  Signom?" 

"  It  a  quite  impossible  for  me  to  Irlt  fw. 
Olive,"  replie«l  her  mistress,  uddii^,  in  an  Kcn< 
of  most  exhilarating  happiness,  "  Oh,  my  dnr. 
dear  aunt  \" 

"  Ah,  very  tnie,"  resumed  the  waittn^-vatOM 
whom  no  feeling  of  deference  could  keiii  Ail 
for  half  an  hour  togetlicr;  *'  I  do  not  wonifcr, 
Signora,  Ihat  yo«  are  glad  to  hold  the  My 
Abbcas  safe  and  sound  in  your 


All,  Sig^ora,  if  I  had  not  toM  you  all,  who 
knows  wliu  mif^lit  buvc  liaj)p<-»i.'4i?" 

Some  tiappy  UK>ii|i;lit  RmiUiI  oiong  Juliet's 
ima^nntioii  ut  ihM  moment,  hikI  looking  earn- 
evtJy-  in  the  face  of  her  aunt,  she  ejtclwmed, 
"  For  tfvxT,  and  for  ever !" 

"  Well !  conKidcring  all  things  that  have  hap- 
pened u  you,  Sigiiora,  it  is  no  great  wonder  if 
you  ore  almost  out  of  your  wits  with  joy:  and 
to  be  sure  you  do  look  and  speak  rather  wild, 
1  think." 

Notwiihstunding  that  tlie  happiness  which  lay 
ia  the  heart  of  each,  liad  made  their  journey 
dclighlful,  Geratdiiie  and  her  niece  joyfully 
welcomed  the  first  (Ui^taiit  g]im]iM>  of  the  lofty 
lovers  of  Albano;  for  both  lon^l  for  more 
tutrestrained  conveMittion,  tliaii  their  present 
mode  of  travelling  permitted. 

The  ha^py  result  of  tlic  accuMidon  wlueh  had 
been  so  unadvisedly  laid  against  the  Abbras, 
was  duly  forwarded  by  an  express  to  her  brotlHrr, 
and  b»nli  herself  and  Juliet  were  secretly  ex- 
pecting, witli  somclliiug  like  antidpolod  weari- 
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(nma  Rome,  the  day  my  «uiit  wiw  nrmoved  from 
the  holy  office?" 

"  DUpiitchrs  addrewpd   to    me,   liiily    Juliet, 
1  arc  not  likely  to  miscarry  an  the  nKwI." 

'*  If  yon  have  received  these,  dear  tar,  you 
know  as  much  concerning  Father  Laurence  as 
we  do ;  we  have  never  heard  of  him  since." 

"  1  fear,  'llicodore,"  Hud  the  Ablicss,  kindly, 
**  that  you  will  mi«»  the  ncrvices  of  this  nnwortliy 
man — and  yet  llie  duplicity  of  his  conduct  Las 
btvn  Much,  thiU  it  !>  difficult  to  rc^ct  his  depar- 
ture  ." 

"  Hit*  departure  ■*>  verlainly  not  likely  to 
muse  you  much  diH([uietude,  lady  Gcnd<Une.-^ 
DoubthsA,  you  have  your  own  rea«on«  for  wliat 
jvu  do — tliough,  as  your  convent  iH  pretty 
nearly  the  ridiest  in  Ilalyt  I  see  not  what  pro- 
molioii  you  can  either  look  for  or  d^vire." 

A  glance  wan  exchanged  hetween  the  sister 
and  the  daujo^hter  of  tlie  s])lonetic  nobleman, 
which  each  iuterprcti-d  into — "  Never  mind  it — 
let  UH  lake  m>  notice  of  hi«  ilUhnniour:"  and, 
two   huties  seated   themwlveti 
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near  him,  and  cnHravourrd  to  Ind  tbf  cmittn 
satioi)  lo  •iiK-li  tnpics,  »s  nitttt  im'iritaUy  b«  iaur- 
cstiiig  to  Iiim. 

"  Our  cousin,  die  Cardinal,  imjuiivd  for  jm 
mmt  kindly,  Sigiior  PokItl',"  said  Juliet,  >tA 
ber  nreetMt  nnile. 

'*  And  a  frieud  more  exalttti  mill,  CfffptJ 
liinwcir,  tipoke  often  of  you,"  added  the  Abbta. 

The  Count  d'Albano  replied  only  by  a  pi^ 

"  I  am  sure,  my  dear  father,  tliat  you 
well,"  said  Juliet,  approacbhig  him  to 
liand. 

"  How  can  any  man   be  well."  replied  the 

Count,  Iiolding  hi»  liand  in  such  a  ptMitJun.  M  W> 

make  the  |M'Tformance  of  thii*  little  offoreru 

difliciditu)  possible;  "how  can  any  man  be  wel^ 

orerwhclmw)  by  sorrow  and  disgracr  at  1  v 

Tiie  mmiint — tlie  friend — ihe  »piriliiitl  i^uiile, 

twenty  years'  tiunding,  driven  nwny  frum 

antl  all   my  dearest  hopes  Masted  by  the 

^nin-ful  rli»cl<»nre  of — of — my  sister'n — bcre^." 

Juliet  looketl  at  her  aunt  iu  trembling,  lot 

■be  should  we  uguiii  the  high  and  haughty  aifwct 


which  had  hprctofore  bo  ^eatljr  pained  her.— 
But  iiu  tracv  of  isucli  feelings  wait  n<iw  visible. 
There  was  a  slight  smile,  but  it  wtu  more  guy 
than  §eornful,  a.i  she  said— 

*•  But  llie  disclosure  of  tliis  8ti])[>o«cd  hwcsy, 
dear  Theodore,  was  »o  qiiiekly  followed  by  all 
tlie  &vour  tlat  tlie  cliurcb  coidd  sliow,  tliat 
the  honour  has  surely  well  wijied  out  tlie  dis- 
grace." 

"  Too  late  ) — too  late !"  replied  the  County 
with  anotlier  groan ;  "  tlie  refund  of  laily  Clau- 
dia arrive<l  before  the  news  of  your  acquittal 

aid  be  known  (o  lier." 
lie  mystvry  was  now  explained,  and  Juliet, 
at  least,  syinpadilsed  too  Htnccrely  in  his  disagv 
poinunent,  to  feel  the  least  inclination  to  make 
light  of  it 

Geraldinc!  wisely  withdrew,  conselous  that  her 
presence  could  only  irritnte  her  brother,  luid 
Juliet  then  le<l  htm  to  Hpcak  at  lengtli  of  the 
reficsl  he  had  received,  and  ilie  manner  of  it. 
Ulie  had  now  tlUcovered  (he  ouiy  effectual  mode 
of  remoTing  liis  iJl-huniour,     He  talked  to  het 


fredy  of  ha  disuppointineiit,  ukI  eroi  mo- 
daoended  lu  iihuw  lior  tke  U-tu-t  of  Uw  Dvkf  4 
Maitledelo. 

liy  tlte  perusal  nf  tliifl  ftnrtitfu>ol,  uid  iW  tt- 
kiuiiuklioii  of  its  date,  it  brounc-  ffidnt  » 
Juliet,  that  the  Count's  agf,  utui  wt^Uman 
ilMicaltli,  were  (be  csausra  of  this  dinppite- 
mvtit,  and  that  it  was  wTillrii  before  tbr  ko- 
xation  afraiiet  the  AbbeM  cnulil  itavr  h<tM)  luMnn. 
Bui  ))lie  was  careful  not  to  piiint  out  nihrt  dr- 
cuuntaDce  to  the  tmtice  of  her  fatlicr;  and  wiik 
u  Hwcet  earnestiwsB,  which  would  tinvr  wmit  n 
rinUiiary  face  look  beautiful.  sJte  iuiasird  ifM 
tlie  liule  importance  whieli  oiigbl  la  he  auxitd 
to  one  refusal,  and  that  from  the  titber  of  a  girf 
wbo  was  not  seventeen,  wlien  so  many  aahl* 
ladies  miglit  be  found,  wlio  wmild  ilnoblle* 
receive  liLi  projio^ods  irith  pleaiiure. 

"  Were  I  you,  my  di-aifaihrr,"  Miid 
<iiutiou!«  deiioicy,  *'  I  wouUl  nddnna 
wliu  was  sufficiently  mistresa  of  berself  to 
aoconliiig  to  Iter  own  n-ialies.     11>r  [mhlir  W 
noitrs  which  luivi*  liilely  been  coiiferrvil  npoa  war 
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litr^MKl   «hei1   Dome   eclat   upon   our  whole 
fiimily;   tuul   1  tbiiik  ynu  could  never  ]>ropotc 
I  yonr  iilliiince  to  any  nnble  house  at  &  more  pro- 
|ipit)«uk  mnmetit." 

'l*l>e  nioM  profound  and  artful  politician  could 

fhave  fti^|;estiH)   no   train    of   argument   better 

calculated  to  produce   tbe  effect  desired,  than 

[the  kind  spirit  of  Juliet  bad  imaf^ned;  Italian 

Ibdien  of  an  age  to  dispone  of  ibemselves,  bein^ 

[tlien.  as  now,  le.w  likely  to  be  laflUiUous,  (ban 

'  Uicir   iunl>iti«UK    friemU    mlfrlit   bitvc    been    for 

Itbcm,   Mini'   luilf  score  yoant  before.     It  wuk, 

I  however,   porfcctly    impowiblc   for    tJie   Count 

d'Albaiio  to  conceive  tliat  he  could  be  reftiM-d 

[hy  any   one,   from  any  defect  in  himself;  the 

flsttrrin^  pun  of  .luliet'H  hint,  therefore,  was  ull 

diat  reached  bis  ii]>prehen:«ion,  and  he  replied  t>i 

it  in  u  manner  which  plainly  showed  it»  ptwA 

effeebi. 

'*  You  speak  with  wisdom  beyond  your  years, 
lady  Juliet;  it  U  doubtless  so.  Jealousy  and 
envj'  are  for  ever  met  by  those  n-hom  nature 
■ltd  fortune  kuvo  nuule  pre-etniiiontly  great. 
VOL.  III.  a 
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The  duke  may  prefer  ■  •ou-iii-Iaw  \em 
cuoosly  Ills  siiperinr ;  and  for  •ome  yan 
come,  his  <luugliter  miut,  a»  you  wvll  atMem^ 
be  submitted  to  his  sway.  There  we  oi 
yes,  many  odiere. — ^wlto,  it  can  hardly  be  daabH^ 
would  receive  suvb  a  proposal  differenliy." 

Ilu\-Lug  brought  her  liitber  to  tlm  iaipr«n4 
Mtttte  of  miud,  *iw  Miight  bcr  mint,  and 
)i«r  weBiii^  tlic  wunc  air  of  pladd  hapfiHat 
wliieli  »]%e  had  watched  with  »ucb  delight 
the  jipiimey. 

"  Oil,    how  he  frightenetl    no  ["  cxdaiBiJ 
Juliet ;  "  I  hardly  dared  to  Inolc  nt  yon  I 
would  have  btfcume  of  roe,  liad  I  seen  yoa 
assume  that  hwk  which  seems  to  laark  •  wfit 
circle  roiiiMl  you,  within  which  iiooe  rau«t  tnRL* 

"All,  Juliet,"  re])Lieit  the  Abben  k^h% 
*'  that  magtc  circle  has  long  lont  all  its  [■•••t 
with  you.  I  nhould  really  be  at  o  lua  ta 
my  feuttircs  into  a  look  tluit  might  awe 
encTOBdiing  spirit;  tell  me,  how  cnulJ  il  be 
Honer 

•*  You  are  wrongi  quite  wroug ;  nuM  Mdr 
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AiAtakeD,  my  aunt;  lime  was,  wben  lliougli  I 

f  bftilpd  your  smiles,  I  could  endure  your  frowns ; 

but  tiow — <>lt,  do  not  try  me !— indeed  I  could 

^not  t>ear  it." 

Not wi tils laiiding    the  many   sources  of  cori- 

I  tentniL'iit,  wliieti  teiide<l  to  render  this  return  to 
Albaiio  pleasurable,  l)otb  to  tlie  aunt  and  niece, 

[th«re  was  still  mucli  anxiety  tliat  mixed  with  it. 

[Tbere  was  not  tlien,  as  now,  a  little  [Kwt-office 
Torre   W-cctiiii,   where   tidingH  might   have 

I  been  sifvly  dejiu^ited  of  all  who  were  dear,  and 

[aU  wlio  were  distant;  and  unless  the  womU could 
ire  spoken,   tliey  bad  no  means  of  knowing 

[^rhctlier  tltc  friend  of  whom  both  equally  wtidird 

Ito  bear,  Itad  »onght  for  eitlier  of  tlicm  within 

i  its  Khtda-r,  during  their  absence. 

Geraldiiie,  indeed,  suggested  that  it  wiu  po«- 

taible  Morgante  miglit  Inini  by  going  to  tbtt 
Utile  snt-port,  whether  any  vessel,  such  aa  be 
well  knew  how  to  ilencnbe,  liiui  touched  tbeie. 
But  tbe  autuiDii  was  now  l^u-  advanced,  and  th« 
short  erenuigs  gave  little  time  for  rambling  after 
8U|>)>er.     This    meal   bud   bei-n   served  shortly 
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after  Aeir  aniTal,  and  it  was  deoded  Im 
tveen  them,  that  the  inquiries  they  wne  i 
anxious  to  make,  should  be  deferred  till  di 
morrow. 


CHAPTKR  XXXVIII. 


Ileiy  didit  thou  dwtU,  in  (hit  cuehaiited  ootft. 

Btmok. 


klbaenco  of  Father  Laurence  had  been  sup- 

le^  by  the  attendance  of  a  priest  from  Santa 

j  Crooc,  at  the  matin  and  resper  servicea  of  ihfl 

cfaapcl;  but  the  poor  Count  certainly  fi>ll  hi« 

loee  very  §e?erely.     When  his  strange  ndventurr 

at  Rome  became  knon-n,  tliere  were  not  wanting 

^  anwtig  the  community   at   Santa  Croce,   Mime 

I  who  would  willingly  Iiave  taken  Itis  place.     But 

lUtberio  the  Count  )iad  clung  to  the  hope  that 

I  hiH   favourite   migbt  return ;    and  the   lurking 

consciousness  which  lay  at  the   bottom  of  his 

'  heart,  tliat  both  Father  Laurence  had  an  espcciuJ 
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gifl  for  oxc-tilpadn^  hiinself,   and  be  on?  »  effi- 
cacious fur  believing  all  ho  miglit  sav.  left  liob 
doubt  upon  liia  mini,   (bat  if  iBe  gooJ  licilrJ 
imiii  would  bill  sliow  hinutrlf  agnio,  be  Amii 
find  no  difHrully  in  reiii«tatin^  him  in  lii>  i*^ 
(>(Iic<>.     It  wa«  for  tliis  reiuon  tluit  no 
bad   IxM*!)   ytt    appoiatcd ;     but   Ute    si 
brouglit  from   Rome  by  the  ladies,  pretty  ad 
di'stroyod  all  oxpcctarion  of  seeing  htm  ^mt; 
and  before  the  obtteqiiious  Fatlier  IVilu  Mi  ^ 
castle  after  rnpers,  his  offers  of  domnde 
ance  were  accepted.     He  luui,  Itcnrever, 
anangement  to  make  with  the  Prior,  Wonk 
left  ]m  oouvent,  and  some  other  trifling  afiun  to 
gettle,  which  made  it  convenient  for  him  tnjdn 
eRlerii^  upon  hJK  ucw  office  till  tJio  feUinrinf 
week. 

As  soon  as  breakfast  was  ended  on  the  Ul**- 
ing  morning,  die  Count  r^red  to  bis  lilwary  B 
decide  what  addrcsa  be  should  put  upon  h»  ttH 
proposal  of  marriage.  Morgnut^  tripp«d  "it^  * 
ligJit  foot,  and  a  lighter  heart,  over  tibe  ^ 
known  hill,  to  Torre  Vecdiia,  and  GrraWiw 
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and  Iter  niece  wandered  inio  the  garden,  and 
from  tlience  dowii  t)ie  Hteep  bank,  nov  Btripped 
of  all  its  gay  blowHiina,  acTCM>§  the  little  niountain- 
Htrfam,  and  \t\i  the  opposite  path  that  led  to  tlie 
lon^f»r»ak4'i)  clii.~*tnut  tree. 

Thry  had  i>et  out  to  walk  without  any  deter- 
minate object  before  tliem,  ajid  had  punned 
ihit  path  by  tacit  ooiiHent,  and  uncanscioiis  syni- 
pAtliy  of  feeling;  but  as  they  drew  near  to  llie 
which  had  been  no  interesting  to  both, 
Juliet  exchiiined  :^ 

*<  I  won<ler  we  should  come  here,  deare«t 
nitnt.  It  u  not  wise;  there  is  no  point  of  all 
my  ancient  hiiunl^,  uliich  1  should  vituc  with  so 
tittle  pleasure  as  the  poor  chestnut  tree ;  let  an 
ffo  back." 

But  they  had  already  reached  the  boundary  of 
the  liutc  wood,  and  ere  thry  turned,  the  eyes  of 
both  took  one  glnnc4^  towards  the  tree,  the  bank, 
the  water,  all  so  pregnant  with  sad  and  sweet 
remembrancer. 

"  Who  is  that?"*  said  Juliet.  gTa!t])ing  llie  arm 
of  her  comjianion. 

u  4 


•  TFiMii  '£'  repfied  the  AUten,  nwrii^ 
mamr  iimtiz  Mt  in  a  BKHoent  she  stopped, 
ar  hoK  «3»  no  ^mwt  br  hei  ^de,  and  nro- 
mc  baa.  *a«  «tw  t&e  potv  girl  standiiig  wA 
'^x  'laast  isoepnt.  Iwr  k«ad  bent  forward,  and 
wicL  QBE  wn  DC*  nui  exunin^on,  that  seemi  to 
-Mobc  it  waac  it  w«i  be  reaL 

-  Jilvc '  Juiet '.  this  t>  »d  weakness ;  cone 
iear&t — it  h  lum$«U^  I  tell  }-ou ;  the 
'  trembun?  ana  ai  ^e  spoke,  asd  lei 
ur  ddwari:  but  hanfiy  had  she  quitted  tbt 
eumtn  oc  lois  viwd,  when  their  figures  wert 
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langliing  spirit  hud  fadrd  from  lil8  eye, 
lind  bis  voice  no  longer  sounded  like  tliv  cclio  of 
his  joyoiM  thoii^hte. 

lie  hnd  taken  u  hund  of  Vitch,  iind  for  a 
moment  led  them  in  silence  towards  the  titrf 
seat  he  had  quitted. 

"  Ilolf  an  hour — ah,  half  that  half,  would 
have  seen  me  leaving  the§e  shores  for  ever," 
he  suid,  drawing  tlieir  hands  blether,  mhI 
prcffiing  them  to  his  heart, — "  how  can  it  be, 
that  1  now  see  you  here  ?" 

"  Because,"  said  tlie  Abbess,  who  had  moro 
voice  to  f-jteak  than  Juliet,  "  because  we  came 
hither  to  look  for  you ;  wns  it  not  bore,  Huhi-rt, 
that  1  bade  you  come — and  do  you  lliink  I 
meant  that  none  should  meet  you  7" 

"  Bnt  none  did  meet  me,"  answered  the 
young  man,  looking  reproachfully  at  her.— 
»*  For  weeks  I  liave  been  lin^ring  about  in 
hope  of  seeing  you,  and  long  dii^believed  the 
frightful  tale  that  met  me,  JuUet,  wlienever  1 
dared  to  a&k  for  tidings  of  you." 
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"  What  nits"  gnul  Jiilifi ;   "  wliai  My  ban 
you  listened  to?" 

They  were  tlic  first  words  sjie  hail  iftka. 
and  he  stood  »lill.  lu  if  he  feared  to  kite 

'*  Fully,  Julitft?  there  vbs  more  of 
than  of  folly  in  it.  1  n-as  told,  and  wiih  tmk 
debdl  of  &ct  aiid  cimuostiuice,  that  ilwjb% 
would  haro  Mcmed  nuidne« — I  waa  told  iktf 
you  bad  alr4^dy  taken  a  rvlijpoiis  hahnt  tf 
Ancona !"  the  young  man  |razcd  st  W,  w  if 
he  rallier  doubted  the  erideoce  of  what  he  am 
saw,  tlian  of  what  he  luul  then  heard. 

"  Huhert,"  said  the  Ahbess  (fn«rely,  "  ftm 
have  hcH'i)  lu  blame — did  1  nM  tell  you,  ikl 
Juliet  Mhould  nerer  be  a  nun  ?" 

*'  Alas  t"  he  replied.  "  my  tniH  In  ym. 
which,  when  we  parted,  I  hi-lierrd  should  Kui 
for  ever,  melted  away  hefure  the  fevnUt  anxM^ 
that  ootummn)  me.  and  lefk  me  w  vrry  my 
wretched,  d(«r««t  Genldhie,  that  ooold  you  but 
g^iicsA  what  I  bavA  suSi-red,  you  wxntld  ian  ■* 
hntrt  to  bliunc." 
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"  This  ItOS  fiillcn  out  most  iintowiinl])',  my  dcur 
Habert,"  replied  tlic  Abbess,  '*  for  I  Iiiivc  risked 
.more  thuii  I  ever  did  beforis  (o  writv  to  you, 
kt  you  miglit  know  i-xuctly  bow  it  stood  witli 
Juliet.  But  know  you,"  she  coiitiiiiied,  while 
the  colour  of  her  cbei^k  varied  oa  die  q>oke, 
'*  kunw  you,  Hubert,  If  yoia-  fntlicr  has  received 
a  letter  from  me,  by  tlic  bund  of  an  Italian 
Wy?" 

"  Not  when  I  left  biiD." 
I**  And  when  was  that?" 
!•'  At  least  »ix  weeks  ago." 
r*'  Mm,    Camilla !"    exelstimeii    Uie    Abbess 
while  t«ura  started  to  Iilt  eyes,  "  »hc  tnusl  have 
purisJii'i),  Juliet." 

Tlic  young  Hubert  linked  an  exphinatioti  of 
the  grief  his  words  had  occasioned ;  an<l  when 
he  had  received  it,  entered,  in  reply,  into  a 
niUTutive  of  all  he  hnd  heard  atxl  iniffered  re> 
ctinfj  the  share  which  tlie  Abbes*  was  re- 
ported to  have  taken,  in  tlie  imfortuiuite  nun's 
escape.  **  Will  you  not  both  pity  idc,"  be  con- 
nnued]  with  some  reuewtd  »f  his  wonted  gnicty. 
u6 
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]r««  RcaQ  dK  **atr  of  niod  k  vfek 
?  Jificc,  I  mtirelT  bdiered  vm 
■r  6r  «nr — ^ti  I  retawcJ  taTioe 
tU*  (far — (mmIt,  ptriwft,  lendB%eib 
■  iit«cuu  wi  ooEc  BOK  realUne  Iki 
pM  the  ipM  wlwre  I  iMdao  fl6en«cii 
pKtty,  cn  wiW  MK  hct  eAvt  to  um- 
fate,  dear  Gcnltfiae^  bebre  1  ivuuwd 
pav  falknv  the  BMt  ia-oaetial  bwo- 
■C  «Tw  oaund  Ui  tknuhoU,  vidi  Bf 
by  &v  kwlof  grief  I  amti 


Am  DMrvcnadoa,  JtiUetV  »a  nn 
itWifMBka.    TWy  hxl  rndwd  Ik 
ami  *cn  aU  tbrae  acoted  vpoa  At  lanl 
il;  J^ct  «w  brtvmi  tboB,  and  Uw- 
iaf  her  back  agvH  it>  atem,  kaviog  bn  cxa* 
■n  offMnuBtT   of  appraacbiag  tact 
«■  aatvcne,  wbkb  tbey  £d  in  ■  nWUM 
aabM  ber  la  waufc  ibe-  cDaoirattta  of 


Hnbcft  nan  totntij  alum]  tbr  latt  wmibt 
vbrti  abtf  need  hvrsctf  from  het  irdiaiag  pac 


THE  ABBIM. 


m 


and  Iskin^  a  hand  of  •.■aeh,  t^xi■lutlned— 
You  bavc  kcjji  your  sfcrt't  long  wiil  well — mi 
ng,  so  vpU — tlmt  my  heart  hivs  iicln-d  for  it.  I 
know  you  bolli  were  riglit.  for  iSllK  lius  tai'tt  iV." 
And  Juliet  kisecd  the  dic«k  of  lier  uunt,  to 
iudicale  who  tliat  §he  was,    wlio    nevn   oould 

I  be  wrong.  "  But  ea  yot  I  cannot  uiidi^r- 
«und  what  itaiiger  could  have  betided  «itlicr, 
hMd    I  long  since  known  that  Hubert  wus  my 

I  cousin.'* 
HubeK  imprinted   inniimerable   klises   upon 
the  bund  tlial  Htill  L-liv^ped  liis,  wliiUt  Geraldine 
vxcliunied,  wilb  a  look  of  tlic  mo^l  ineffable  de- 
l^ht,    "  And   how  do   you   know  it  now,  my 

I**  Nay,  rotluT  ask  me,"  she  replied,  "  how  it 
w  posxibli*  1  could  have  remained  no  long  in 
doubt.  1  Auppoae  i  tliought  it  sacrilege  to  look 
tbrough  any  veil  that  you  tJirevr  over  me — but  I 
iiever  before  bad  those  two  profiles  so  long  be- 
krv  ine,  or  I  must  have  known  it  earlier.  TbiN 
'»  the  reason,  then,  why  you  took  my  hand  so 
I  Dtronglyt    Hubert,   on    the  fir&t   day   wc   mcti' 
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Wi*  k  MK  {Mdnct,  «ant,  uid  natoral  aSKdim, 
tku  Inl  me  to  fbtgire  Iiim  so  eoMly  ?" 

"  Btti,  JoUvt,"  Mid  tin-  Abbess  "  yonrprooft 
far  tUs.  are  tlif^Ccr  dnn  it  were  xrise  to  ake 
•  natter  of  importance.  You  fancj-  ihn 
Mse  are  sHke,  wkI  for  tfaai  T«aMm  yoa 
I  hail  Ats  yMi^  BMi  «>  vour  nmr  rchtim 
Thiak  jvm  by  tliis.  lo  nise  his  opinion  of  ■nm 
i^MHiuii.  wkidi  nm  have  «o  oTtiMi  loid  me  bt 
■MK  think  li^tiv  of?* 

•^Fartfaat,"  anlJafiet.  blnaUop deeptr,  •' I 
■■i  ab  nr  ghaace ;  but  not  erra  tooi  <w 
ever  make  me  4a«bc  again,  that  Hubert  b  or 
cousin." 

"  Beloved  Jutiet,'  said  the  yimag  man,  dr*^ 
pit^  on  bis  knees  before  her,  *>  will  yon  nx 
bless,  with  me,  the  lie  that,  tbongh  you  bie*  H 
not,  fin»  brought  me  near  yon.** 

"  There  may  be  totno  Father  Domiaic  in  A* 
wood,  wHtcbit^  Ub  prostration,  aunt;  ;ou  tal 
better  not  let  him  kneel  so  near  you." 

Though  Hubert  did  not  coroprcbend  the  l^ 

lusion,  he  thought  not  at  that  moment  of  scckioS 

19 
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any  interpretation  of  it ;  1>at  reuftting  (tie  effoK 
of  ber  little  Iiaod  to  mise  him,  he  saiJ :  — 

"You  take  me  villingly-,  1  see,  for  your  kii»< 
iBUi,  but  this  will  not  coatent  me;  tell  me,  tell 
me,  (l««re>it  aiid  beM,  may  1  bope  to  hoc  this  tie 
fbrf^tten  in  one  A  tlioiimiid  times  more  dear — 
Will  Juliet  d'Albuto  be  the  wife  of  Loni 
Hulwrt  of  Arlborough  ?*' 

"  There  may  Ik-  some  mystery  in  the  mnlter 

•aid  Juliet,  turning  from  him,  imd  hiding 

rhvT  blii»bing  fitcc  ujioti  the  shoulder  of  lier  aunt. 

"  Has  he  a  right,  my  uuiit,  to  sjtoak  what  now 

be  has   said,"   she   conti»ue<t,    *'  witiwut   leave 

asked  of  those  who  ore  far  away '!" 

"  And  wherefore  did  1  (ear  myself  from  ycm  ?" 
Lord  Hubert,  "witJiout  daring  even  to 
hreathe  my  name  into  your  ear — without  daring 
to  clum  the  dear  right  of  t^ing  you  my  cousin, 
Itnt  because  I  would  submit  myself  in  duty  to 
my  noble  father — JuUct  I  eamc  here  as  his 
mMKuger  to  lead  lu«  aGBaneed  daughter  to 
England." 

*•  And  my  fhthicr?"  whispered  Juliet. 
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i  be««  and  for,  mi  snti 


"Afl  d^  wcMnil  fcr  as  in  Enghd.' 
Mmm^  himself  nov  ia  Gml- 
I  MiD  kiwrliBjE  at  tli«  feet  of  Julirt,  ai 
kcr  hand  hi  his:  "1  come  in  tnin|A 
— y«t  tmt  far  tks  Uawd  meeting  I  eIiooIiI  bn 
ntavoedinbilufatde^Mir:  all  things  go  Mid 
id  Fii),hnil ;  the  aman  are  frteatet  ihawj 
falkr  ttn^jhidw — 07  aant'a  portioa  wlu- 

CWd  tm  OHNBRM  pSBlMK. 

**  Tim  «31  ■akeall  things easr— but  HolMt. 
hat  he  ifsatmsi  the  inirrdict  ?  maf  you  dH" 
Albuw ^ 

« I  tdl  yoa  <rhat.  frood  people,"  nid  Julix 
rittB^  and  ipe^ine  with  afTeeted  pM>nAM»- 
**exa»e  me,  ray  good  aunl,  and  yoo,  iiiyM* 
fottitJ  eamiii^nit  If  I  ara  never  to  knov  IBT 
thii^  aboot  ym,  bat  what  my  tn-n  sbaif  «<< 
ahaU  Tvach  me,  I  give  yna  notice  thai  I  ^ 
Itmre  yoo  gT***!)'  "•  yo«rseliv« — I  juid  M** 
gantc  will  range  the  hills,  and  amuse  wndn* 
with  plnddj^  Midi  floweis  as  the  mwmi  h»  l(A 
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-while  yoa  both  sit  together,  conferring  on 
,  affairs  too  mijfhty  for  my  capacity." 

"  How  well  she  kj>o«-s  lipr  (wwiT,  d«ur  Oeral- 
diui! :"  sni<l  Lori]  Hiilivrt  rUiiif;,  aiii)  preventing 
Ch«  ^)(ht  she  threatvunl,  by  llitowing  his  Brtn 
round  her. 

*'  Wr  have  no  secrete  now,  my  Juliet— at  Inul 
kxm  you,  and  to  prove  this — sit  (town  and  (|uc»- 
\  tioa  nu.*— exert  your  skill  to  ask  me  all  tlial  you 
muHt  wish  to  know,  and  if  1  but  pause,  hesitate, 
ur  demur  one  sliiglc  moment,  to  tell  you  what 
you  nfk,  tlieii  banish  me,  and  swear  never  to 
nvB  me  more." 

■*  It  is  a  tempting  ehallenge,  cousin  Hubert," 
replied  Juliet  smiling, 

"  My  vVbbcts,  and  my  aunt, — may  I  accept 
it?" 

"  Movt  surely  may  you,"  replied  Genildine, 
**aii(t  if  he  leave  one  doubt  unsuiiiified,  I  under- 
take to  protDpt  him  fiiithfully ;  now  tlieii  begin 
yotu  catechiam." 

JitUet  re-seated  herself  between  them,  aud 
in    an    accent    of  playful   fornmlity,    but   with 
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Mary, 


ticiilikr  (1ml  tlio  place  of  licr  rcMcIciice  cwild 
rurnisli,  af »  relative  whoso  (ulc  has  lonjr  tlinm-ii 
tt  «h»fl«  ov«T  our  liou»c.  It  wuulil  bo  diffictill, 
Juliet,  Id  iimke  you  conceive  tlie  (lei-p  interfst 
which  ihc  memory  of  my  uiifurtutialv  Huiit  liiM 
lertiunoii^  UM — llif  remcmhnwicc  of  her — yoiUk^, 
lovely,  ^od,  and  |rnieioii»,  n»  llie  <lay  aho  left 
them,  yet  lives  in  the  heurta  of  many — and  even 
jroiing,  who  knew  her  not  tl)em§elveB,  still 

ke  Wr   hiKlorv  the  theme   of  ihcir   widdest 
f,  and  moftt  plninlire  Aong," 

"  How    were  lier   sufTeriiigH   iw  well  kiioTni 
among  you  ?"  inquired  Juliet. 

"  The  full  aiifiuer  to  that  qiicwtlon,  my  dear 
C4)u.<iiti,  yoti  «h!ill  r^-eeivo  when  you  ttre  anioii^ 
u»—tlie  journal  of  her  siid  life,  from  ihe  hour 
she  left  her  iialive  land,  to  tlie  day  before  flhe 
is  ii>  the  hands  of  my  Aitlier.     It  is  ]>n>* 

ble  thiit  it  wiut  never  intended  to  meet  tlie  eyn 

the  fiunlly  she  liiui  left.  >So  gentle  «  being 
would  hardly  have  prepared  such  misery  for 
thooe  she  loved.  It  is  the  verj-  transcript  of  her 
benri,  and  all  Its  sorrows,  and  seldom  has  one  so 


died, 


or  I 


14* 


SMt  M  Iwriyf  flCcnd  < 
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*•  I  w«nJ«r  not  tliut  bv  sliould  feet  such  in- 
U!rt.iit,"  !«id  Julift;  "  y«t  tttill  I  do  not  Mly 
uudoiXaiid  wity  lie  lay  wuititig  for  me  in  the 
wockI,  bviiif^  flu  detvnniiicd  to  shun  aU  inter- 
course with  my  father." 

**  Your  fiithcr's  fiH-liitgs  towurds  his  motlier, 
Juliet,  a»  wvll  as  ibc  devotion  of  my  cousin 
Genililiiiv,  formed  hy  tiu  means  the  least  tnoiiiig 
part  of  the  hi&tory  tliat  journal  gave  us, — My 
&tber  is  warm  in  temper,  and  vehement  in  feel- 
ing, lie  cliai^ed  me,  as  1  valued  hU  bkiMing, 
never  to  pass  tlie  tlireshold  of  the  Count  d'Al* 
bniio;  but  to  see  you,  Juliet,  and,  if  poasible, 
your  little  broiJier  too,  was  part  of  my  cummis- 
«oii." 

•*  And  was  it  also  part  of  your  conmiLsuou  to 
hide  your  Uiune,  and — and — " 

**  And  ask  you  to  become  his  wife,  Juliet  ? 

Is  not  tliat  u-liat  you  would  wy? Why,  no. 

— I  rathi-r  believe  that  in  tlie  lost  particular  he 
went  beyond  the  letter  of  his  instructions." 

**  As  to  the  concealment  of  my  name."  n-- 
sumcd  Lord  Hubert^  "  it  was  not  only  esseuiiiil 


us 


Tiie 


to  my  wfety  iii  this  country,  (for  this  i 

tion  alone  waiiIiI,   pcrluips   hnrdly  Iibtt 

to  vnublc  m«  tu  retant  your  unportuiiity.)  bd 

vhen  I  li'ft  aiy  fiitlitirt  lie  granted  tbe  fom- 

tion  I  iuske<l,  to  »frk  uii  tnu>rv)eir  witli  mycMM 

GeniUlini-,  un  tliu  ctuxlitiun  that  I  pledged  ■; 

word  to  bim  not  to  avow  tny  naine  to  any  eof  a 

Italy,  except  livntolf,  uid  to  btnil  ht>r,  by  all  W 

love  and  duty  to  him,   to  preserve  my  •mm. 

Nor  was  hii>  precaution  any  way  unmMOiMl. 

1  vraa  about  to  vi&it  Gonnuuy,  cbaifr«d  by«B 

QiKVii  to  convey  to  li«r  ag^nt  there  a  nthiUi 

for  tlic  suffering;  llugonot«  in  Knuice,  wUcb  tW 

policy  of  her  cnbinet  would  not  permit  tlvoa  » 

trunMnit  o[)cnly.     To  I>e  identified  at  the  im 

of  Mich  an  erranil,  in  the  siUe  of  iha  dwttk 

might  hare  caw>i>d  my  career  to  end  Mnr*iw! 

abruptly." 

Juliet  remained  Rileul  for  a  moiDcnt  afirr 
he  cMsed  Kpeaking,  and  then  tan)io|f  la  iW 
Abbess  Sitid,  in  an  accent  of  n-praaeh : — 

•'  It  veaa  not  to  itee  roo,  then,  that  jron 
lo  AJhaao  ? — It  was  lo  nteet  Lord  UnlMrt.' 
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'*  Tou  are  rigbt,  Jultel ;  I>ut  you  tnunt  settle 
the  waller  of  precedence  between  you  aa  yott 
can.  He  vertmnly  was  my  first  oltjeet,  but  yuu 
Bpetftlily  cuntriviil  tn  tliruMt  yuun<^'lf  into  bis 
place;  fur  the  which  injury,  you  miiiit  atone  to 
him  as  well  as  you  can. — And  now,  Jullot,  I 
suppiisu  you  are  tired  of  asking  qiiestioii»,  or  you 
might  W  tempted  to  inquiTu  what  that  )uid(et 
containml.  whicli  you  suw  Mor-runtc  deliver  to 
l^rd  MuhcTt ;  and  might  iiNo  feel  some  curi- 
osity to  know  wherefore  <ntr  )'onng  cousin  is 
retuniei). —  lliink  you  tliut  the  Queen  has  al- 
ready sent  another  Mib'^idy?" 

Tlie  chc<^  of  Juliet  glowtnl,  and  lier  heart 
beat  Btiungely;  hut  tier  eyca  wcro  fixed  upon 
the  ground,  tind  she  niiiswcrcd  tiothing. 

"  Juliet,"  »aid  the  young  niun,  again  taking 
the  hand  that  had  escaped  from  his,  "  may  yoiu- 
cousin  Hubert  claim  the  love  that  you  vowed  to 
^uard  for  ever  for  the  stranger?  Does  tlie 
knowledge  of  my  name  leswn  the  hopes  1  bare 
lived  upon?" 

strange,  how  wihi,  muat  1  Imvv 


rne  abbess. 


p«aTcd  to  you,  my  lord!"  she  replied  trilk 
jiunful  pmotion.  "  Good  beari'iu !"  (be  com- 
d»a«d,  *'  w  it  possibl?  diat  the  six  sliotl  monik 
which  huvp  clii[i«rd  mux  first  we  met  benalh 
this  tree,  iian  burr  90  completely  elian^' 
me  I" 

"  Cbangnl    you,   Juliet  • — Are    yoa, 
cbangeil,  and  has  all  the  deligbt  of  llie  liut 
been  gmnted  roe,  only  to  tniike   mt 
misery  of  losing  you  more  bitter?" 

*'  JuKt  now,  Juliet,"  said  the  Abbe«.  rinifi 
*'  you  thmitcned  to  run  awny.  and  leave  Htbut 
and  mc  to  settle  our  alTain  tagetber.  TUi  it 
not  a  biid  pliui,  wIicd  b  tborougti  undenundinf 
between  two  people  is  really  neceixiafy;  mi 
therefore  1  ftkoll  adopt  i^  advNDg  you,  befoiv  I 
p>,  to  moke  your  coudn  clearly  undentand  hn 
mudi  you  iiro  cluut^rd,  and  how  mucb  you  art 
the  same.  My  turn  shall  come  next ;  for  1,  Uit 
hnr«  some  changen  to  communical^,  of  whic^ 
obscrre,  be  as  yet  knows  nothing," 

So  Baying,  she  walked  back  towards  tbe  wood} 
Lord  I^liibert  thinking  tbat  her  pro|wg>al  «af  > 
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se  one,  tmi  Juliet  bein^  far  too  eam^Mly  en- 
gsged  in  pulling  to  pieces  the  last  lioneyHuckle 
■  of  the  year,  to  be  able  to  prevent  her. 

There    are    secretn.   which,    iti   my  opinion, 

>ught  to  be  held  sacred  even  by  the  pen  of  the 

i;    and    to    recount  every  impassioned 

1,  look,  and  action,  of  two  lovers  who  had 

[be«n  separated  under  circumMaiices  of  so  miicli 

[doubt  and  dread,  and  were  now  re-united,  with 

much  to  license  the  full  avowal  of  oil  their 

[feeling  would  be  scarcely  fair. 

Thus  much,  however,  may  be  recorded,  wiih- 
lout  indiscretion.     Lord  Hubert  assured  her  iliat 
ibe  now  came  to  a<J(  her  hand  in  marriage,  uith 
rtlie  full  consent  and  approbation  of  his  father. 
I  He  told  her,  too,   tbat   he   brought   with  him 
I  ar^inients,  which  his  cousin  Geraldine  thought 
I  wnold  prove  extremely  powerful   lowarttt  con- 
'  vincing   the    Count   d'AIbcinn,    that  h'u  wi«est 
courve  would  be  to  euii«tfnt  likewise.     Hv  did 
not  very  fully  explain  himself  tm  tlu'  n»ttir«-  of 
tliese,  but  referred  her  lo  (he  AbbciM  for  parti- 
culars.    AlU^ther  the  interview  was  extremely 
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rel  with  Uiem. 

Tlic  li«*vy  b«U  of  |] 
iinportunt  Iiuur  of  nooc 
Boutcd  xule  by  ude,  b« 
but  tlMWgh  Juliet  rosef 
IubKd  home,  tlmt  tier 
pleased,  by  missing  Li!r 
it  wan  no  longer  with  d 
fomter  days ;  and  in  tlq 
cIm,  the  ohKDge  to  wkidi 
provivl  itot  to  be  f 

Exactly  M  the  point 
brid^  cro«Md  th«  si 
who  luul  been  itulul] 
the  rock,  undvr  who«e 
hw  tlw  bixtory  of  ber  etd 
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Mnanic  togrther,  and  walked  nearly  in  silence 
tKrough  the.  ^ranlen  to  thv  cunUc. 

During  tll<^ir  hImoiicc,  tli«  Count  d'Albuiio  too 
luu)  met  w-ith  an  adveiiturt^,  wliich  luui  cuuHcd 
liim  A  snipriso,  Ednio«t  lu  agrevablc  as  ttiat  which 
dicjr  had  experienced,  by  meetlDg  Lord  Hubert, 
of  Arlb(»oiig;li,  in  the  wood. 

It  has  been  statt-d,  that  thu  Count  retired  to 
liis  Itbmry,  fur  tlie  purpose  of  meditating  on  tlie 
variouH  ladies  with  whom  he  could  be  best 
pleasi'il  to  commi^nce  life  anew;  and  be  liad 
come  to  tli«  point  which  left  two  bidancing  in 
liis  mind  with  a  painful  dejrn-e  of  equality,  when 
the  door  of  tlie  room  was  opened,  with  that 
Mealtliy  otillnetui  wliich  indicates  a  feax  of  intru- 
Sinn  in  the  part)'  approadiing ;  alowly  and 
timidly  it  wan  pnslted  inward,  sufficiently  to  ad- 
^BUt  to  view  tlie  figure  of  a  monk,  completely 
kffmloped  in  hiH  catsock  and  ha  cowl,  This 
'  dren  was  sufficient,  at  ail  times,  to  ensure  a 
certain  de^ee  of  welcome  from  the  catholic 
Count  d'Albano;  on  this  occaiion  he  testified 
neither  surprise  nor  displeasure,  but  sat  patiently 
h3 
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waiiiiig  Cm-  bui  I'isiuir  to  declarr  the  object  of  ^ 
cuming.  With  a  pace,  which  rt-srtnbW  thp  ap- 
pioucli  of  a  cat,  infinitely  mon-  than  tli«  laor^ 
nitftit  of  any  other  creature,  the  dmid  monk 
continued  to  advance,  and,  wh«n  at  the  diitUKe 
of  about  three  feet,  lie  dropped  on  his  kiins 
before  the  Ci>unt,  and  utti^cd,  in  a  feeble  ittuw. 
of  most  totiehinfr  humility,  "  My  lord  and  nuv 
h'T !  niy  lord  and  roaster !" 

Th«  Count  ro«e  from  hi#  chair,  and  ad\-iuidafrb 
araifi  wiUi  an  iiction  very  nearly  inroluntary,  alnuM 
einbraeed  the  kneeling  friar,  exchiiming  at  lh«»aat 
time,  "  Father  LAun;ncc !  oh,  Father  Lauroncer 

"  My  son  (  my  son !"  wa«  the  touching  n- 
joinder,  "  let  not  evil  report  send  me  from  th«f, 
my  son.  I  am  a  weak,  an  erring,  a  deoeind 
old  man ;  but  doubt  not  the  true  devotion  of  tlrf 
fiiithful  Confeasor !" 

Wliik  these  words  n'crr  spoken,  the  Cooot  w 
fiir  recovered  his  suipriw,  as  to  be  caaKioB 
thai  some  degree  of  resentment  was  necrw*? 
towards  the  man,  who  had  unquMtionably  plnIt«J 
ttgainst  his  holy  sister;  Enit  bis  ntemov)'  *» 
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neither  active  nor  accumh;  iii  recalling  tlie  pre- 
cise faults  of  which  he  IukI  been  ^Uy,  and 
he  rememhered  but  too  well  all  the  KufTering  he 
hiul  endured  from  the  want  of  hts  ever-ready, 
and  cver-sootliing  counsels. 

"  Nay,  FathtT  Laurence,"  said  the  perplexed 
iioblentiu),  "  how  b  it  that  you  have  behaved 
thus — fie,  fie,  fie — my  sister  is  my  sLster  after 
all,  and  did  you  not  know,  Fatber  Laurence,  how 
much  I  wanted  you — fie,  fie,  fie." 

**  My  n<>I>le  patron,"  sohhed  forth  the  ppiit^ 
tent  monk,  «till  on  his  knt-e^  before  the  Count'R 
choir,  *'  you  know  not  tlie  leinplntions  tliat 
bcM't  me.  I  ever  thought  of  your  glory,  beyond 
nil  else,  and  deemed  tliat  my  duty  was  to  sliield 
you  from  the  suspicion  which  such  stories  as  1 
rd  seemed  likely  to  bring  upon  all  your  race. 
The  mod«  of  doing  so,  wliich  appeared  to  me 
the  most  eli)rible,  wws  that  your  own  confidential 
friend  and  Coiife«sor,  your  own  devoted  Father 
Laurenco,  shotdd  appear  against  lier ;  tliis  was  my 
motive,  my  son — my  mdy  motive — now  drive  me 
from  you — if  you  Itaye  the  heart  to  do  it !" 


As  \e  cpok«  thefic  h«art-inoviiig  wxnds,  k 
leaned  fbrwanl,  and  eiabnuxd  the  knees  of  hit 
relendn^  patron. 

"  But  the  Abbess  is  here»  Father  Lsnmice; 
vMt  mil  she  say  at  seeixig  you  return  afitf 
what  has  passed?" 

*'  N'othing;,  my  bdored  son.  Nothii^  in  tk 
world  will  Kke  say,  if  yoa  think  fit  to  admit  wr: 
— she  may,  k  is  likely,  smile  in  h«r  ooM  pnol 
way ;  bnl  is  it  the  serenth  Count  d'AUniKS  wki 
will  banish  his  truest  friend  for  fear  of  a  womu'i 
smil«?  mm)  do  you  not  want  me,  my  son?  «b 
is  Uierc  to  write  your  letters?  who  is  theieli 
•pice  yonr  cordial  ?  who  is  there  to  prny  kt 
you?  who  is  there  to  bictt  ^-oit — and  I  «iU 
bluw  you,  my  dear  son :  drive  mc  not  fr«n  wo 
— drive  me  not  £n»n  yoo — at  leaat  do  it  ■>(. 
till  yoo  have  found  one  who  can  nqiply  ^ 
place  neap  yoH." 

^  As  for  that.  Father  Lanrence,"  replied  thr 
Conjit,  "  Father  I'aolo  is  ei^aged  to  b^b  lot 
residence  here  next  Monday." 

"  Now  all  the  holy  martyrs  in  hearea  faiiaif 
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Hiald  tlic  Confessor,  rising  from  hia  knees  with 
Home  (lifEcuIty,  "  why,  my  son,  he  will  mak«  a 
lie  of  every  thing  that  Is  done  and  mid  in  the 
FcasUe,  from  tlie  first  hour  he  enters  it.     Oh  !  tt 
liA  a  felse  lieart  tliat  Fatlier  Paolo's, — the  eaiiibi 
(ill  blisa  forbid  that   1  »liould  ever  Uve   to  see 
in  tlie  place  that  I  have  filled  within  this 
[noble  castle.     He  will  sneer  and  scoff,  I  know 
[be  will  scoff." 

"  Scoff,  Father  Laurence  ?  he  dare  not  do  it." 

*'  Nay,  my  dear  Hon,  he  knoini  your  piety ; 

knows — none  better  than  himself — llial  not 

leren  your  valour  will  ever  make  you  forget  your 

eVerence  for   things  holy.     His  cowl  will   let 

scorn  you  as  he  will." 

**  Scorn  me.  Father  Laurence?' 

*'  Forgive  the  word,   my  son.     I   know  the 

Should    he   suspect   that   you  are   less 

(wealthy  than  the  Count  of  Maruo,  or  tlte  Duke 

U ." 

'*  How  sliall  I  rid  me  of  him  V"  interrupted 
,  the  Count  passionately.  "  Ho  sliull  not  enter 
[bere,  if  1  go  unshriven  (o  the  day  of  doom." 
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"  Speftk  biit  tbc  word,  my  mh,"  suJ  VaAtI 
Laurcticr,  iipproiichiiig  gently  lo  the  able,  m 
nliich  wvrf  [ilaoeii  all  the  implcmems  of  wrimfi 
"  Let  mc  hut  kiiuw-  it  in  your  pleasure.  bimI  1 
vnS  let  him  uiidefhlancl,  awl  «-ithout  au  bo«V 
dehij-,  thiit  Fftlher  Latireiice  U  in  lits  formiT  wD 
^aiit,  aud  mpaiLt  la  bold  il" 

"  ThcD  do  it,  iu  Oix)'»  nanir,"  aid  the  Coal 
impiUieiiily.  "  Noue  »udi  its  he  shall  am 
here,  come  wlmt  may." 

Without  paiuing  for  further  inKtructioiB,  F^ 
tbor  Laurence  immMUatcly  unite  and tUiipatdd 
the  fiiiUowiug  epistle : — 

*'  Holy  axo  well-beloved  Brotuee, 

'*  TIte  evil  accideiibi  which,  for  WDy 
days,  preA'cnicd  my  return  fnun  Ronte,  baw 
yielded  ut  length  to  my  earnest  prayers:  ani 
power  ha.s  bevo  granted  me  to  n>3cb  once  raxn* 
tlie  sput,  ulivrv,  for  «o  long  a  period,  I  havebcrt 
a])puintvd  to  cxrrcne  my  holy  calling — the 
Virgui  Alutlier — the  holy  angela — ^the  aainb— 
the  martyrs,  uU   have   fae&rd  my  prayers,  ad 
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P^TMiIod  my  desire.  I  am  a^n  restorrd  to  my 
beloved  patron,  and  to  my  dutie.t  n«tir  him.  It 
k  by  KLh  order  that  I  now  write  tbiti  notice  to 
you,  holy  brother,  it)  order  tliat,  kiiovrin^  tlift 
HUuation  to  be  no  longer  vacant,  you  may  pro- 
ceed no  farther  in  your  preparatiom  for  taking 
ibe  part  of  domestic  Confessor  in  the  Castle 
d'Albano.  Ilealtli  and  godliiieas  be  with  you, 
and  fiirewelL" 


As  soon  as  the  letter  was  finished,    Fatlier 
Laurence   read  it  aloud   to  ilie  Count,  whose 
I  only  remark  upon  it  was : — 

*'  Well,  well — let  it  go — any  tiling  in  better 

Ithaii  living  in  the  way  I  hare  done,  since  you 
k-ft  me.  Let  it  go.'* 
In  IctM  Uian  tliroe  minutes  afterwards  the 
letter  was  advancing  at  a  hand  gallop  towards 
A»  coiirent  of  Suntn  Croce,  mTely  lodged  in  tlie 
poach  of  Kiccardo.  As  soon  as  he  had  seen  it 
fairly  on  horseback,  the  Confessor  returned  to 

el,  and  infttantly  set  about  making  the 
of  bis  return  perceptibie,  by  the  per- 
il 5 


fonnance  of  SDn<lry  IttUc  offices,  wbidi  lie  km 
intKt  hare  been  raiMieil  diiriti^  ha  ifawnn.  Hr 
opened,  ilionk,  and  dustetl  tbe  buge  n>U  of  ikt 
A1I>ano  pedigree,  «iig)itn^  reiy  tm&lAy,  m  kt 
removed  the  cobwebs  liiat  miirkod  tkeae^st 
into  which  it  had  &Uen.  'I'lieti  he  BypiMttt<L 
with  gentle  step,  to  the  deep  bcixerp,  whidi  kal 
tbe  hofUHtr  of  anstaiiiing  the  person  of  tbe  C««Bh 
and  drawing  away  the  cushkm  that  M9fri^| 
hit  back,  he  set  to  thumping  and  bhaking  it,  dll 
h«  had  made  it  as  pltimp  and  smooth- lookinf  • 
his  own  l>enign  countetumce — softly  drappbg  it 
bobitid  his  patron  whiii  he  had  fioUKil  ibt 
Oppratiun,  with  tbe  gingerly  caution  of  a  chU 
playing  at  spillikiio.  He  next  toraed  to  a* 
amine  the  ataiKl  near  the  door,  which  wu  voU 
to  couinin  a  oonslant  supply  of  holy  water:  mi 
ag^n  a  deep  ngJi  hmred  hb  boaaia — it  m 
empty.  Judiciously  refraining  Irom  any  r- 
mark  which  might  tend  to  wound  hia  patron, 
without  increasing  the  happy  eoRiwiounwai  d 
his  own  return,  tlic  Confessor  silently  tooi  tk 
vuio  from  its  8tun<l.  and  leaving  tlw  rouoi  fitf  ■ 


few  minutes  returned  with  it  replenialied ;  t]t«ii 
aitproacbiiig  the  Count,  with  a  mingled  air  of 
revererin*  Mid  affection,  he  sprinkled  bis  dresH, 
Ilia  tabic,  hb  duur,  and  his  foot-«lool.  It  was 
very  endent  that  the  object  of  all  thia  zealou§ 
care  was  fully  seiirible  of  it,  and  exceedingly 
well  pleased  to  see  himself  once  more  attended 
to  as  he  ought  to  be ;  yet  still  there  were  mme 
ttlight  ikj-niptORU  of  anxiety  in  his  miuiiier. 

*'  But  tJiv  Abbess  Fallier  L«ureiic«;  what 
»ball  we  hay  to  her?  You  irurely  must  havi- 
•ome  reasons  to  offer  for  what  has  liappcned." 

"  Reaaona,  my  son  ?  Never  doubt  iL  My 
reasons  are  such  as  the  Pope  himself  could 
hardly  refuse  to  receive.  What  did  1,  but  listen 
to  the  instructions  of  one  of  my  own  order,  who 
was  placed  in  a  situation  of  high  authority? 
Would  you  have  had  me  give  the  Abbot  of  St. 
AndrL>a's  the  lie?  Trouble  not  younelf  for 
this,  my  son ;  I  fear  not  liie  holy  hidy's  re- 
sentment." 

"  But  at  dinner,  holy  Father  ? — It  wants  iiot 
u6 
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mauy   nuunlea  of   noon — what   is   jruur  phn? 
I  low  sluU  you  prevent  yourwlf?" 

**  Even  m  my  old  place,  ray  mm ;  aud  wbM 
they  tiear  me  blew*  llie  raeu,  they  will  fautDf 
qoBirel  with  it  for  my  mke." 

Almost  lu  he  »puke,  the  frre»t  bell  wundel 
the  baur  of  dimier;  the  priect  aud  faia  noblt 
penitent  vnJked  M<te  by  liide  into  l]>r  hall,  ml 
had  alreiKly  been  some  minum  in  thi^  jibos 
when  the  Abben  and  Juliet  entered. 

Comcioait  of  being  Ute,  they  approwlwd  iW 
utble  with  more  haste  tJidui  luoaj,  siid  wett 
sliding  with  dl  celerity  into  thoir  pbuts,  wiihwu 
looking  roun<l  to  «ee  who  were,  or  who  were  ncfc 
aU  the  board,  when  the  deep  full  vwcc  of  Faiha 
Laurence  pronounced  aloud  the  [.atln  gmcc 
nitli  which  for  «o  onany  yi't\i%  he  bad  been  u&ed 
to  consecrate  ull  \iunA*  vMeu  in  the  csMk  tt 
AIImuio.  Both  iaitie.t  started  at  the  koujmI  ;  aad 
by  common  consent  first  looked  towards  the 
Coufewor,  and  then  at  eat^  oth».  There  «w 
sometbtii^  in  the  sly  conscious  look  of  Father 
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T^uix-ncf,  which  |ir<HliirwI  In  IxMb  a  moiftn- 
fU'ivn)!!^  iiicliiialinii  to  laugli;  and  when  iheir 
vyn  mvt,  not  all  their  in<ligiialioii  ogainRt  him 
cuuU  prevent  their  suffering  tliis  inclinadon  ttt 
uppi-or.  It  is  prohtilile  that  tlie  poropoiM  Count 
would  haie  preferred  almost  any  other  indica- 
tion of  Uieir  feelings;  and  they  both  knew  him 
W>-  well,  that  they  read  aright  tltc  heightpned 
colour  which  it  produced.  More,  therefore,  for 
tfav  purpow  of  treating  tlic  business  in  tli« 
manner  least  (LLtplea-iing  to  him.  llian  from  feel- 
ing any  thing  heyond  the  most  profound  con- 
tompt  for  i»»  favourite,  the  Abbess  Basumcd  an 
air  of  fllately  dinpleasure  tonardii  him,  which 
however,  woftened,  greatly  to  her  brotlier** 
■■tisfiiction,  u{M>n  hb  mumbling  somv  apology 
for  having  been  so  grossly  deceived. 

The  increoBed  importance  which  Juliet  had 
of  late  acquired  in  the  mind  of  her  fittlier, — first 
tirom  his  luiving  con«idcTe<l  her  aa  his  heiress; 
and,  secondly,  from  the  pains  ithe  liad  taken  to 
(Jiow  him  how  he  might  prevent  her  being  so, 
I  ^-induced  him  to  uildre««  some  slight  words  of 
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■pology  to  her,  after  dinner  was  enStt, 
entune  Hit  cwy  pwdoo  he  bad  accorded  trl 
firroarite. 

"  You,  ny  dear  Jaiiet,"  said  be,  '^  viB,  1 


frd  certain,: 


.  agree  with  me,  not  only  b  tbejn»- 
tice  of  forgiTing  an  error,  whtcb  proceeded  cab 
from  mistake ;  but  in  tfao  immense  imponaan. 
«t  tUa  nonent,  of  recalling  near  Bie  the  onl; 
nan  exisdiig  perfectly  cora{>etent  <o  undentuid 
ny  WMhes  and  their  motives ;  and,  iherefm 
tbe  anlyone  capable  of  filling  tlw  place  of  tcve- 
tary  to  me." 

Juliet  awnred  Uin,  and  very  truly,  thsl  ib 
Mtis£urtion  of  9t€ag  iam  a§un  attended  by  a 
person  wlwse  serrioes  were  so  acceptable  to  Ufc 
grratly  orerWauoed  any  feeling  of  anger  tn 
which  tbe  conduct  of  Father  Laurence  migk 
have  |;iren  rise.  ^M 

"  God  gniDt,  my  dearest  father,'*  she  tar 
tiaacd,  "  that  he  ntay  be  as  efficiently  nseM  v 
j««  ds  fbmerly;  and  ihat  the  interestinf  ieW 
it  will  soon,  I  h^w,  be  his  office  to  mrile^  Mf 
leceire  such  «a  antwer  as  wc  destra." 
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Amon  I  Lady  Juliet — Amen  ["  replied  tlut 

Count  fervently.     *'  But  it  is  not  only  in  tJic 

vritin^  die  letter  of  which  you  spi-uk,  tliut  I 

shall  require  hts  services.     Father  I>aurc-nce  is 

a  direwd  man.  Juliet;    he  knows  m  mudi,  ur 

nore,   perhiips,   uf   ull   tbe   noble   families   for 

twenty  iaile«  rouiit)   tluui  any  other.     lie  will 

tell  you  ibeir  rent-roll  and  their  pedi(free  in  a 

manner   tlwt   would   mirpn»e   you.      He  is,  in 

truth,  a  very  able  man,  and  one  whom,  itpite  of 

the  aceident  which    has   happened,    I   greatly 

value." 

"  Have  you  decided,  my  dear  fiither,  to  whom 
you  uill  do  the  honour  of  offering  your  uiurc 
uid  rankr 

TUe  Count  did  not  answer  immeiliately,  and 
looked  so  exceedingly  Rolemii,  lliat  JuHot  feared 
her  question  had  been  abrupt. 

•*  Forgive  me,  my  dear  mt,"  »he  added ;  *•  if 
my  importunity  in  troublesome;  but  I  ttuwi 
earue»tly  wish  that  1  eoulil  heiu-  of  tliU  affair, 
which  I  have  ho  much  at  liearl,  being  in  a  good 
train  before  1  again  leave  you.    1  think  not 
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dat   ■;   unt    tan    remaiu    mudi    loofrer  at 

AltUMk.'* 

>*  1  nftpoae  Doc — 1  suppose  not,  JnEet  Th 
4d  aoc  fear  that  1  «b<mkl  kave  you  is  snspeote; 
no  hnv  •nffit^cntly  proved  to  me  thai  jaa 
■BCriety  far  the  eootmuuice  of  your  noble  ok. 
y  sack  IS  Antma  die  roost  respectful  aiieoliia 
fr«B  tlw  bad  flff  it;  awl,  ytning  w  you  ne,  n 
LiyrMB  ^iD  ««t  apon  yvn  at  Sani'  Cuiuna'i. 
aa  WOOD  aa  pouSaif  aftrr  this  unponaat  bariam 
b  drfinitiTdy  aettled." 

*^  Respecting  Suit*  Catberina's,  my  dear  b- 
tfaer,"  teplied  Jniiel,  colonnng  deeply.  "  I  be- 
Berr  my  aunt  would  wish  to  connrrM*  witL  r^ 
1  know  thai  at  prMctit  div  U  ettjra^^  id  btr 
own  nxKn,  by  a  letter  that  »1te  ia  anxiom  >o 
finish;  but  if  yon  could  conreDieDtly  afford  her 
balf  sn  hour,  I  think  iUte  would  be  ^lad  to  te 
admitted  to  j-ou." 

"  Is  it  T«9pectin|r  ymir  renewed  rocation,  Udv 
Juliet?  Surety,  neiilier  my  sister,  OCT  yoorwlt 
can  doubt  my  perfect  wiUingnetis  to  accede  ta 
ymir  pious  wish  in  this  matter  ?" 
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*'  My  aunt,  dear  sir,"  replied  Jidiet,  consi- 
derably eotbarrassed,  "  nill  herself  explain,  much 
liettor  than  I  can  do,  the  reasons  for  her  wishing 
to  consult  you.  May  I,"  she  continued,  ri^iij 
to  leave  the  room,  "  may  I  lafonn  her,  sir,  that 
you  will  see  her  alone  in  your  library  ?" 

The  Count  d'Albano  look  no  peculiar  plea- 
■nre  in  t£te-a-t^te  convcrsntionH  witli  the  Ah- 
bcciiof  Sant*  Catlieriiui'B ;  but  he  sow  no  mode  of 
avoiding tbatwhichwasnowproposcdtohiin.  He 
wiH,  nior(M>ver,  in  a  Ntntc  much  nearer  approach' 
tn^  to  good-humour  than  usual,  and  therefore 
replied,  with  a  verj*  tolcruMe  attempt  at  grud- 
oiuaiesi,  that  he  slioulil  bt?  very  Imppy  to  M'c  her. 

Juliet  hastened  immediately  to  lier  auot. — 
i*  Ynu  come  tii  good  time,  my  dear  child;  I 
hitve  this  moment  finished  my  letter  to  my  poor 
nuns ;  but  1  will  not  dispatch  it,  till  every  thing 
sliall  be  sadsfactorily  settled  with  your  fiithcr. 
Do  not  look  so  anxious,  dearest  Jultet ;  though 
our  path  may  not  be  perfectly  smooth  before  us, 
I  see  no  obHtacle  beyond  our  powers  to  remove. 
Wliat  b  it  you  fear,  dearest  i" 
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-"Sot  ihe  final  result,"  replied  Juliet:  "I 
fanv,  full  weU,  diat  tou  have  wherewidul  u 
remore  greater  obctaclcs  than  any  I  bmtt; 
bot  I  cannot  help  fKling  g^^^t  aoxktjr  fiw  dt 
manner  u  which  my  father  shall  rcodrv  Led 
Hubert's  offer  to  visit  him.  So  much  strn^ 
aversenMS  must  have  been  oooquered  fa  aj 
■ke,  before  this  offer  of  a  visit  could  have  bed 
nade,  that  if  it  be  no*  graciously  accepted ■" 

"  Fear  aothit^,  Juliet;  Lord  Hubert  gkll 
BUp  with  us  to-night,  and  your  &theT  shall  re- 
ceive him  as  yon  would  viah.  That  he  shlfi 
conceive  as  strong  a  friendship  for  him  aa  I  hif* 
done — or  even  aa  that  which  you  feel  yomseU,— 
I  will  not  undertake  to  procaise,  bat  he  shall  he 
welcomed  as  a  noble  and  well-esteemed  cotsiih- 
will  that  content  you  ?" 

"  Completely  V  replied  Juliet.  "  Manp 
but  tlilt  for  roe,  and  it  shall  be  long  ere  rmi 
ocnnplain  of  my  looking  aazkHu  agWD." 


CIIAPTEH   XXXIX. 


Bell,  book.  *nd  candle,  obiill  not  drive  me  bock. 
When  gold  uid  iUvct  besk  me  u>  e«me  od. 

SlIAKlFEAtE. 


^UKN   Indy   Geialdine    entered  her   brother's 

Y,  she  fuuntl  Fatlicr  LauTeucc  sitting;  \x- 

hitn,  listening,  with  the  ni<H>t  iimbrinking 

itience,    to  the   reai[)ittilBtion   of  all   he  had 

ore   hrurd,   on  the  subject  of  his  patron's  in- 

Itouded  cEpousals,  at  the  dme  that  lady  Claudia 

Idi  Montcdelo  wttii  the  object  of  hia  vows, 

Geral<Iin«  paused  at  the  door.  "  You  nre. 
f>«rhapK,  engnged  on  btuuiiess,  my  lord?"  suid 
If  «»,  lot  mc  know  wheu  you  are  at 
suurc,  and  I  will  ratuxu." 
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**  By  no  moanat,  by  no  means,  aster  GeraMiiiF, 
shall  your  bu!tin<«»  yuOd  to  mine.  It  b  tnie  n 
are  S]>eaking  of  biuini,-wi  of  as  iiigit,  or  pprli^ 
I  may  be  permitted  to  my,  of  higher  iaiportner 
than  any  other;  nev«ri)ieli<««,  it  shiill  be  p«t- 
poned.  Leare  us,  holy  Father,"  hv  mnatfod, 
turiiinjr  tu  Father  Laurence ;  "  weigh  wi^  «tiK 
I  Itavc  »aid  to  yon,  and  when  the  holy  Abbes 
leaven  me,  I  will  ai^n  summon  yon  to  my 
councils." 

The  monk  bowed  profoundly  to  the  noUe 
brother  and  eialer,  and  left  i]w  room  with  no 
lingering  step. 

In  the  a^.  of  which  I  write,  very  impoitiDt 
events  might  occur,  aiul  be  canvassed  in  Bomy 
circles  at  Rome,  which  might  fade  away  aoi  b« 
forgutleii  before  tliey  could  travel  into  the  pro- 
nnocM;  or  if  (liey  reached  them  at  all,  it  «»«> 
lii^itigly  m  to  present,  perhaps  '*>  stronger  con- 
tract between  yast  aud  present  times,  than  no 
be  foumi  in  any  otlier  circotn&tance.  Thai  it 
hn|>{>oned,  that  no  syllable  rejecting  ilie  frigbtM 
disclosuie  of  the  crime  of  Isidore,  wliieh,  iho«^ 
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It  took  place  within  Uie  walk  of  tli«  Iitqubiitioti, 

Iliad  been  spoken  of  with  very  little  reserve  by 
the  friends  of  the  Abbess  of  Sant"  Catherina's  at 
Rome,  had  yet  reached  tlie  Count  d'Albono. 
Tiii'rc  were  many  feelings  whirh  prevented 
eitlipr  lady  Gcrahlinc  or  lier  iiivcc  fma  touch- 
ing on  this  drciuifiil  topic,  in  writing  ur  con- 
IYonhig  witit  bim ;  but  there  were  now  many 
powerful  r«a»0D»  for  informing  bim  of  what  had 
t>ecn  so  unexpectedly  discovered :  and  though 
abrinking  from  Uiv  task  site  liad  to  perfonn, 
Geraldine  wii4  henieU  determined  to  ac^jiiaiitt 
I  her  brother  with  the  whole.  In  doing  this,  uhe 
cauliout>ly  uroided  du't-lliiig  upon  any  point  that 
I  tnight  awaken  her  tenderer  feelings.  It  was  not 
in  the  presence  of  tb<!  Count,  thut  slic  eould  find 
cuiwolation  in  wee|)i[ig  over  the  memory  of  her 
mother.  She  made  the  dreadful  nurrstive  as 
short  as  {MX^iblc,  njid  lier  courage  sustained  ber 
r  throngli  it  without  u  tear. 

T^e   Count    listened    to   her,   certainly   not 

I  without  emotion ;  but  it  wus  rather  that  of  (error 

of  BQcrow.     So  fearfully  distorted  wan  liis 


I  Ike  sdb}«ct  «f  kis  mother,  ihat  ii 
■lif  natrren  tbe  eridence  of  ber  miinlet 

htm  wiih  sny  knmui  feelii^ 
ber;  nor  wu  tt  dD  hk  sister  had  tepeued 

ot  horror  and  iudi^^nadon  osedt^iaiBtt 
UAoR^  bf  one  wkose  words  appeared  (■>  tW 
Count  as  Utde  dtleriaif  fran  the  voice  of  IlwnSb 
dMt  he  Dtlered — 

•■  It  mM  •  dreodfal  crime." 
"  It  WW  a  otne  so  dreadful,*'  »>d 
■*  th>l  lb*  Und  vbefein  it  has  been 
has  beeane  hateful  to  me 1  will  abide  ail 

*>  What  do  voo  mean,  dster  Cetaldine  ?*  soi 
ibe  — oaiihed  Coont : — **  U  h  your  pofpne  » 
•  yata  coDVFnt?  And  will  all  yoar  inw- 
teai  at  Rooe^  think  too,  obtain  fat  yon  another 
appointment  equal  to  thai  you  would  abaudoa.^ 

**  I  have  no  such  object, — no  siidi  wi«h,  mf 
lord ;  I  have  laboured  for  many  years  to  b« 
uwtnunent  of  good  towards  those  wkum  I  «» 
appointed  to  govern;  bat  I  bar*  endined  M<> 
much  to  continue  in  s  station  of  m  much  &t^ 


TUe  ABUCSS. 

and  mponribiUty ;  and  wli<m  I  leave  it,  I  tniM 
that  it  will  be  hrld  by  one,  wIiokc  spirit  has  not 
been  wounded  as  mine  hiu  lin'n." 

*<  An<i  Juliet,  sister  Gcroldinc?  What  'a  to 
become  of  her  ?  Of  cour»c  you  knuw  that  it  ia 
by  her  own  earnest  vri-Ui  she  u  now  to  return  to 
tlie  cloiflter-"' 

"  I  tJiiiik,  brother,  you  tiave  in  some  d«g;rec 
mimindentood  my  niece.  It  has  been,  and  in, 
her  generous,  aiu]  mottl  earneM  <le*ire  to  see  you 
married  af^ain.  ^'ou  cnn  hardly  wi»li  for  a  malo 
heir  more  sincerely  than  Juliet  wisliu8  to  «ec 
you  the  father  of  one.  But  it  follows  not 
from  thi»,  that  site  should  paw  her  duys  in  a 
cloi»ter." 

Tlie  Cotuit's  eye-browa  rose  to  tbe  top  of  his 
forehead,  and  he  coloured  highly. 

**  It  !ie«nia,  then,  that  I  have  not  only  mimin- 
demtood  her,  but  that  both  she  and  you,  holy 
motlter,  hare  most  strangely  misunderstood  me. 
^  Hare  I  not  told  you — but  perhaps  I  have  not — 
H  but  tlie  truth — but  the  trutli  is,  sister  Geraldine, 
H  that  unless  Juliet  be  provided  for  in  the  manner 
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yoiur  generority  pK^oseH  at  the  dme  she  «it««l 
your  conrent,  I  shall  not  have  ihf  mcnai  «f 
forming  tliis  marriage,  which  slie  pn^oan  m 
anicntly  lo  derire." 

"  Site  (Iocs  iDorv  than  profes,  brother;  sbf 
«loo«  dcsiTr  it ;  iind  is  now  about  to  gire  a  pi«af 
of  her  niicerity,  that  I  think  you  will  feel  to  be 
strong  iodecd.  Juiict  is  not  ignorant  that  jmt 
pxpenSn  hfiv«  cxcci'di-d  your  means,  and  it  m 
hiT  firat'wisli  to  relieve  the*  cmbartaHBKnb 
which  have  iMtsatsI  ^m  this." 

"  And  how  can  she  do  this,  dster  GeraUnw? 
How  cim  she,  in  the  name  of  all  the  saints,  help 
in  the  slightest  degree  to  do  this,  except  br 
becoming  a  non  in  a  convent  where  no  pensiiM 
i*  required  with  her";"' 

"  I  nm  wi'll  aware,  my  d«ir  brother,  thai  it 
must  appear  to  you  impossible  for  poor  Juliet 
to  po«iieit»  any  such  [tower;  but  if  I  bhonU 
make  it  appear  to  you  that  she  really  has  it,  or 
at  least  that  all  which  is  unntiog  to  her  possess- 
ing it,  is  your  consent  to  her  accoropanyins;  mr 
in  my  roluntary  exile,  instead  of  remaining  U 
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'cnUrr  an  Itftlinit  convent:  H  this  b«  proved  to 
you,  'I'lK'tnlore,  would  you  refuse  your  consent 
[to  her  iloing  sof 

"  I  know  not  what  you  mean,  sister  Geral- 
l^ioe;  but  of  this  I  am  quite  Bure,  that  Juliet 
I  nay  trawl  with  you  to  Jerusalem  without  find- 
[ini;  the  means  of  redeeming  the  ridi  5inn  that  I 
[iDOrt^gcd  last  year  to  the  Prior  of  Santa  Croce, 
'  ercti  of  paying  the  tailor  for  t)ie  suitu  of  my 
erring  men,  or  the  saddler  for  tliv  aijiarisoiis 
\af  tbcir  lionen." 

'*  It  i*  natonil  tliai  you  should  think  so,  Tbco- 
Idorc,  but  iievertlifiK'as  it  U  po»iibte  that  you  may 
the  inisUikeii." 

*'  ll^x|ilain  yourself,  in  the  name  of  Heaven, 

Btcr;  in  trutli,  1  like  not  itiew  riddlett." 

*'  I  will  expliiin  every  tiling  to  ynu,  Theodore ; 

[ — but  it  is  Hurc'ly  not  unreasonable,  tliat  before 

I  Juli«t  should  pU'd^  Iienelfto  make  tlie  noMe 

See  Hhe  meditauifs  ^'V  nhould  receive  your 

Inrance,   tliat   in   return  you    will    give   ber 

permission  to  diaposc  of  lieiself  u  itlie  like^— 

urovidrd  always,  lliat  it  be  b  such  a  manner  as 

VOL.  til.  t 
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1 — to  wboee  care  yoa  have  already  conagncJl 
— niuH  approve." 

"  Nor  shall  1  scruple  to  comply  witli  tmA  ■ 
conditioD.  Juliet  b  a  discreet  young  wcnm; 
•ke  has  nisdom  beyoiid  tier  yean,  and  k» 
already  proved  herself  to  have  so  just  a  neam  d 
the  hoiimtr  and  ad«-antagc  of  her  &iiuly,  that  I 
have  Utile  reason  to  fear  she  should  do  aogkldai 
-would  offend  me." 

"  Vour  confidence  ui  her  is  no  more  tloo  ihe 
merits,  brother.  Tho  rase  b  this.  Our  vmaai 
grand&ther  received  a  grant)  some  forty  ran 
ajro,  or  nwre,  from  Henry  the  E^hth  of  Ea^ 
lanii)  of  the  rich  obhey  lands  of  Kmenbr.  It 
WHS  one  of  the  endoM-nieiibt,  which,  in  His  anger 
nt  the  rcMStcuice  of  those  who  enjoyed  them,  far 
cauM^  to  W  forfeited :  for  sevemi  years  ife 
revenues  of  tbcse  lands  were  enjoyed  by  Lord 
Arlborougb ;  bat  on  the  dnilh  of  King  lIoiiT, 
and  during  the  re^  of  his  daughter  Maij,  le 
right  to  them  was  disputed  by  liie  f«>nner  occa- 
pants,  bis  steward  and  tenants  were  thrust  out. 
ti»e  monks  of  Entereby  were  again  coUeccH 
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within  tho  shelter  of  its  abbey,  and  ogniii  enjoyed 
the  revenue  of  it«  lati<U.  Our  ^^iidfuther,  how- 
ever, Blill  retuiiied  the  grant  made  out  to  him  by 
the  order  of  King  Henry- ;  and  after  Queen 
Elisabeth  came  to  the  tlirone,  the  not  only  oon- 
fimed  it,  but  took  effectual  measures  to  bare  it 
,  carried  jntovffect. 

*'  TliKt,  bowever,  was  not  achieved  without 
■e  difficulty.  The  present  Queen,  tliey  say, 
not,  like  ber  iraperioa'^  father,  to  enforce 
'  will  by  tlie  bared  right  liand  of  power. — It 
lit  her  pleasure  to  work  by  the  law,  and  with  llie 
lnw,  and  many  years  have  been  consumed  iu 
ikdjiLsting  the  claims  of  tlic  diSerent  parties. 
The  whole  question  bus  rcc^'ntly  been  decided 
in  fevour  of  our  undo,  and  a  vcr)-  large  sum  of 
arrears  lias  been  awarded  to  liim. — With  that 
generous  IJbenJity,  winch  [  hear  has  ever  been 
tt  remarkable  feature  in  his  character,  he  im- 
mediately declared,  ilmt  he  considered  the  de- 
scciulants  of  liis  lister,  as  having  a  right  to  utiare 
in  tlie  lai^  stun  thus  recovered ;  but  on  aji- 
plying  to  an  eminent  Uwyer  un  the  itubjoct,  ■«<! 
iS 
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rvqairin^  his  pfnfpwintid  aemces  for  tbe  pnr- 
pawsaf  dmding  and  oaaTering  it,  tie«»lold, 
iku  Om  ides  of  a  right  on  the  pan  of  liis  siucr's 
cU^ra  wa*  altogetlier  unlbnixlcd,  and  litf  bn 
piNrdBii,  paid  ai  dte  tane  of  her  mairiagr,  diarrd 
tlM>  bmily  pn^terty  of  ^  cEnim  firom  bcr.  Yrt. 
«till  oar  generous  unde  was  not  satefinl,  tnit 
Hehvniuied  to  b«)ow,  m  a  free  ^ft,  one  liitf  tt 
rhe  sum  thus  recorered,  upon  myitelf  and  jtm 
^ngbter  Juliet,  in  etinal  poTtioas." 

I'o  the  whole  of  this  disootnrse,  the  Cosnt 
d'AUiMMi  bstened  with  extreme  att^^nttoii,  wUtk 
appfvrd  Id  call  aJmoM  painfull}  upon  Kb*  pons 
of  hearing  and  comprrbwdiug ;  hut  at  tbe  Urt 
words,  (be  whole  truth  seemed  to  rtsh  npon  im 
at  once,  and  he  exdaimed : — 

**  An  heircM  I  an  heiress  in  her  own  right?— 
she  wisbrs  li>  relieve  me  ?  may  tbc  \-ir^  queen 
of  hearen  Uets  her  for  it; — she  b  indrcd  a  good 
and  pioos  child,  and  worthy  of  her  Athcr*! 
noble  name, — hot  naler — nster  (leraUbe,  fel 
me  imdcTstand  you  fully.  Is  tt  Juliet's  &iid 
purjKwe  to  endow  m«  with  her  wealth  ?" 
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Tho  epithets  of  "  selfish,"  "  unnatiiriil,"  jiawoH 
through  the  mirHl  of  Gentldin« ;  but  she  spoke 
tiAt,  «ven  with  her  eyes,  and  answered  his 
mger  questirtii  by  saying : — 

*'  Much  is  lier  purpose,  Theodore ;  aiid  all  she 

Ic8  in  return,  is  freedom  to  follow  tne  wliither- 
er  I  may  go." 

^  Assuredly !  beyond  ull  question.  What 
think  you  miiy  be  the  amount?  It  M  a  blessed 
chmiw.  Surely  Jidiet  shall  go  with  you,  sister, 
and  I  cannot  doubt  your  generoiLs  care  nf  her. 
This  «ill  make  a  difference ;  lady  Cordelia  is 
RCareely  young  enough.     By  your  Ii-m-o,  slsriT, 

I  must  seek  my  C-onfessor Yet,  slay;  Ji«w 

did  these  tidings  reach  you  ? — may  Uicy,  in 
truth,  he  trusted?" 

"  Doubt  it  not;  I  pledge  my  word  on  the 
Kccuracy  of  what  I  Imve  now  told  you.  Bnt  you 
Inquire  for  tl]>^  messenger ;  and  it  in,  indeed,  of 
Jiini  I  wish  to  speak,  f  trust,  brother,  that  ymi 
wjll  receive  him  nobly,  seeing  tJiat  he  is  no  other 
than  Lord  Hubert,  of  Arlborough,  the  only  sou 
of  our  bencfuelor,  and  near  of  kin  to  our  l>l')oii ; 
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—  fao    nw^to    your   pleasure   at  Tom  Vtc> 

chia." 

There  was  an  awkward  sort  of  twiicKii^ 
either  at  the  neat  of  pride,  or  the  seat  of  con- 
AcieDce,  within  tlie  Count,  at  hearing  thl«;  bai 
he  WHS  fiu-  from  feeluig  a  moment's  doubt  as  to 
the  countv  he  sliould  punuc 

"  1  will  mmmI  instantly  to  Torre  V'ecchia  te 
invite  him,  sister  Grnddinc ;  nay,  1  wonld  wil- 
lingly go  tn)'self:  but  perhaps  his  recepdoa 
will  be  more  becoming  bis  dignity,  an  well  » 
my  own,  if  1  remiun  within  my  paternal  liallx  to 
welcome  him.  What  think  you,  aster  Genl- 
dine?* 

"  I  am  deddcdiy  of  your  opinion,  ny  Lod 
1^  my  niece's  little  p»ge,  Morgant«,  bear  }-aut 
me^Mge  to  him ;  and  1  doubt  not  be  will  come 
hither  immediately." 

The  Count  instantly  somnmned  the  boy  to  hb 
presence,  and  in  the  same  breath  desired  llat 
tile  tady  Juliet  also  might  attend  him.  The 
command  reached  them  togetlier.  Juliet  was  in 
the  rerj'  ad  of  telling  ber  petted  page,  that  i 
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m   and   silvrr   hunter  hod  again  mad«   his 
appearance  in  ttifi  wood. 

I'hiM  convcreution  wa<>  put  a  stop  to,  mucli  to 
the  raortification  of  Moi^ante,  who  was  dying 
CO  atlc  five  hundred  questions,  and  before  all 
othcTS,  whetlier  the  lady  Ahbess  was  with  her 
when  she  met  Mm ;  but  not  even  tliw  could  be 
pronounced,  ai  the  wrvant  who  brought  the 
meessfre  remained  w-itliin  liearing,  till  ihey 
reached  the  door  of  tlie  library. 

Ab  soon  as  they-  entered  it,  the  Count  ex- 
claimed : — 

My  dear  lady  Jtiliet,  alt  this  la  very  extraor- 
dinary ;  but  bo  uwtured  you  have  my  permiBsion 
to  please  yourself  in  every  way.  Noble  gene- 
rnsit)',  indeed,  in  your  uncle,  and  not  loss  *o  in 
yourself,  my  dear ;— noble,  indued.  I  want  you, 
;  if  yon  have  no  objection,  my  dear  Jidiet,  to 
wnd  your  page  as  a  meanenjrer  to  Torre  Veo- 
diia;  but  not  if  you  wish  to  employ  him  eUe- 
wliere.  In  this,  as  in  all  things  else,  1  would 
have  you  exactly  follow  your  own  wishes.  Your 
Hunt  will  exjilain  to  you,  my  dear,  how  uiixioiut 
i4 


176 


THE    ABB! 


\  am  that  you  should  b«  your  uwn  mMnw  in  all 
things." 

Juliet,  who  knew  not  exactly  to  how  gnat  an 
extent  her  aunt  Iiad  specified  that  her  withn 
for  freedom  might  lead  her,  toM  down  Imt  ryn. 
and  said  tiuUtiog. 

"  Shall  your  page  go,  my  dear,  to  carrr  thi* 
invitation  for  us  to  your  cowdn  ?" 

"  Certainly,  sir ;  and  bv  xam  he  will  delira 
your  message  bithfully." 

*'  'llieu  go,  boy,"  said  tlic  unintated  Coual, 
iuldrvN>ing  Morgante ;  "  go  to  the  town  of  Tom 
Veocbiu,  ai»d  inquire  for  Lord " 

"  Not  so,  l>rotl>er,"  said  Ueraldine,  intemifK' 
iiighim.  "I^t  htm  inquire  at  the  Golden  FlRve 
for  B  youn^  muii  calletl  Signor  I'labmi ;  and  la 
him  it  in  that  your  tneMage  muH  be  deln-cmL" 

The  Count  then  charged  the  boy  with  a  ioa| 
string  of  cwm]>liments,  and  a  rast  deal  abool 
honour  and  lu^ppines,  all  endin|;  in  the 
ttounccment,  that  tJie  company  of  Signor 
toiii  vra^  immediately  requested  at  AIImiml 

Morgante  listened  to   the  long  meuage  w 


M 


I 
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attctitircly,  that  it  was  evident  he  intended  to 
remember  everj*  word  of  it;  nevertlieletw  his 
quick  eye  shot  a  glance,  every  now  and  then,  to 
the  face  of  liis  young  mUtres*,  wln-n-in  In-  hoped 
to  read  an  explanation  of  sundry  iiitrioato  fatincM 
which  had  taken  pni«.seA.sion  nf  his  iinnf^iiiation. 

■  But  all    hi>  could  clearly  make   out  wtu,  that 
Hbdy   Juliet   ccruitily   took   an    lively    an    in- 

■  tCTV»t  in  the  mes«i^,  as  if  Siguor  l-'ratuni  and 

■  the  hunter  in  ^een  and  oilver,  were  one  and  the 
liHune  person.     On  this  piiiut,  however,  his  )>aee- 

lijce  CTirio«ity  would  be  speedily  itati.tfied. 

I"  And  so  ".he  hiut  told  her  fatlier,  now ! Hnt 
it  mallern  not,"  thought  Morgante,  as  he  net  off 
on  his  mission  ;^"  and,  after  oil,  it  is  not  much 
Diorv  Mriutge   tluin  her  taking  u  holy   AhbcKS 
with  her,  to  meet  her  lo\x'r  in  the  woo<i.   My  lady 
Juliet  is  the  sweetest  lady  ever  born   in  Italy : 
but   for  tlie   manuircmcnt  of  licr   love  affairs. 
Jie  has,  ill  truth,  some  unaceountalile  fancier." 
The  dcdaiicc  wan  soon  piLtAed,  and  Morgante 
'•  entered  the  ever  open  door  of  tlie  Golden  Fleece, 
^witb  on  air  of  great  importaucv,  desiring  to  know 
i5 
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"  But  your  message,  Moi^anie  ?  What  an 
my  lord  tli«  Count  7" 

The  page  Uieo  delivered,  rvty  foithfuOy,  die 
ceremonioas  coiirU-»ic»  uf  his  master,  and  L«ll 
Hubert  listeued  to  tfacin  with  rather  more  aitts- 
tion  tlian  their  bearer  thought  they  deMmd; 
he  th<rii  added,  in  a  manner  that  showed  be  can- 
!«ideTcd  it  as  the  most  important  |>art  uf  his 
embassy — 

"  But  bdy  Juliet  wA  in  my  ear,  as  I  ns 
passing  out,  '  Say  to  him,  hnatediatiiy.' " 

"  1  will  return  with  you,  boy,"  replied  the 
young  man,  evidently  feeling  the  fiitl  value  of 
Juliet's  additiooj  "you  shall  have  to  wait  bvti 
moment." 

They  accordingly  returned  to  the  little  ins 
u^etlker,  and  Lord  Hubert  entered  his  chaaibcr 
to  seek  a  packet  of  ptqietv,  sent  by  hk  &die^ 
to  be  delivered  to  the  Couut  d'Albano,  in  tmt 
the  negociation  with  which  be  was  charp^ 
should  readi  a  favourable  terminatiou. 

'*  Now  thru,  iiir  page,"  said  he,  gaily,  s  bt 
rt-tunied  to  him,  "  I  am  ready.** 
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Lord  Hobert  bulbed  good-humouredly,  and 
replied : — 

"  Even  80,  Morgimte." 

'•  SigTior  Fraloni,"  repeated  the  boy,  "  my 
lord  the  Count ." 

The  aspect  of  Lord  Hubert  wntt  intttantly 
cJiang;ed,  llie  tatile  departed  from  Iim  U)m.  aiid 
in  an  accent  of  much  haugbtinewi,  be  interrupted 
liim  with — 

"  Well,  sir,  what  of  the  Count  ?* 

Morgante  had  beeu  too  lonj^  !ipoiled  to  be 
easily  daunted,  and  insteml  of  proceeding  with 
hU  mesH^re,  he  said,  after  deliberately  ex- 
amining tlie  countenance  of  bis  old  acqiiaint- 
anoe: 

"  Their  couflin  ? — you  may  well  be  the 
cousin  of  our  Baintiy  Abbem,  for  you  have 
just  her  sort  of  look,  but  1  should  never  have 
pleased  (hat  our  yellow  little  Count  was  of  kin 
to  you." 

Lord  Hubert'*  good  humour  returned,  and 
in  a  lone  more  like  wliat  the  hoy  Iiail  been  ac- 
eitstoroed  to  from  him,  he  said : — 
|6 


GcmDooious  ouunv«ic»  o 
Hubrrt  lB!t«n«d  to  tbem 
tioa  than  their  bearer  i 
be  th«ii  tkcMed,  in  a 
ddered  it  as  tke  taost 
efflbnsy — 

"  Bat  bdy  Juliet  fisii 
pwBUtg  oat,  '  Say  to  liinii 

"  I  will  return  wttli 
young  man,  evidcatly  fi 
Juliet's  addition ;  "  you 
moment.'* 

They  accordingly  reti 
tc^edier,  and  Lonl  Htibt 
to  eeek  a  packi-t  of  [wpi 
to  be  delivcr«il  to  Ute  Ct 


"  Will  Signor  Fnitoni  be  pleaseH  to  take  tl» 
liiffh  riHiil?  or  will  lie  prefer  tlie  shortest  path 
over  the  cliiF» '!" 

"  The  slioripst  path  decidedly^  Morgante," 
replied  the  younf(  maa,  ainiltng  at  tbe  ro^uUh 
etnphasb  with  which  the  boy  pronounced  hia 
borroned  name. 

Tbe  young;  envoy  led  liira  up  a  patli  tliat 
greatly  resembled  a  flight  of  steps  hewn  in  the 
rock,  and  tlien  by  a  short  cut  acrosa  the  high 
ground  on  which  stood  the  watdi-tower,  through 
the  belt  of  oaks  and  chestnuts  which  sheltered 
the  noble  CB])laiinde  that  fronted  llie  castle. 
The  most  remarkable  circumstance  of  Uie  con- 
versation lliat  pnsActl  between  them  on  the  road, 
vrao  the  prodigious  number  of  times  that  the 
ps^  contrived  to  pronounce  the  name  of  8ignor 
Fratoni. 

*'  You  wem  to  have  learaiNt  my  name  very 
|)crfectly,  Morpmte ; — from  wliencie  did  you 
iMwrit?" 

"  From  my  lord  the  Cfmnt,  Signor  Fratoni. 
It  was  80  long  before  i  cuukl  Hud  out  that  you 
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had  Baj  name  at  all,  thai  it  is  qutie  a  pi 

to  loe  to  speak  i(,  Signor  Fratooi,  now  tlal  I 

luiow  it  so  well,  Signor  Frntonl,' 

•*  Did  kdy  Juliet  tell  yoo  that  wns  my  tamt, 
Hucgante?' 

"  No,  Signor  Fmtoni — and  I  ttink  it  may  bf, 
that  she  wiD  k11  me,  ere  long;,  that  1  do  not 
proDounce  it  properly,  Signor  Fratom." 

"  Vefy  likely,  boy — and  aheii  she  doe*,  nm 
nay  Itotd  to  pronounce  it  better — but  oot  til 
tken." 

On  reaebing  the  castlci  Lord  Hnhcit 
nshoed,  mth  much  cennnony,  and 
Mliobttious  display  of  domisuoi,  la  the  pailoar 
of  die  ladies,  where  he  foui»d  the  Lord  of  the 
castle,  with  his  outer  and  duu^tcr,  waitiaf  ba 
arrinL  TheCoimt  was  pompous,  8wellii^.ui 
tMrvini-s  hot  most  orerwhelmlnfrly  ooiirlcwt  in 
the  welcome  with  which  he  received  him.  Ill 
beautiful  countenance  of  lady  G«t*UtDe  e^ 
pmeod  satisfitctiou,  yet  it  was  blended  «iik 
tnMx»  o(  einotioD,  la  which  uuuiy  painful  rcci^ 
li-etioiM  bad  ottftfflbllj  but  Juliet  Menwdtii 
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ire  only  for  the  present  moment,  and  her  gUnr- 
fing  cheek,  tier  bright  but  conHciaii&  eye,  and  the 
^trembling  yet  cleligbteil  agitation  of  her  whole 
manner,  spoke  with  most  elo(]iient  truth,  tlie 
happiness  sJie  felt  at  seeing  her  lover  welcomed 
to  her  ^tiler's  inan.<«i<>n.  Yet  there  was  a  mo- 
ment when  the  hnughty  ^liuice  «f  I.urd  Hubert's 
eye,  directed  towards  her  iiitJicr,  made  her 
tremble  for  the  tenninaiioii  of  a  viitit,  upon 
which  all  the  hopes  of  her  future  life  depended ; 
but  her  Utvef  turned  Kiwardti  her,  and  read  the 
look  of  imploring  gentloneMi,  with  which  %Uct 
scvmmi  to  beg  for  bio  forbeamnee : — every  feel- 
iiif^,  except  those  of  love  and  hope,  was  fargi>tleii ; 
utid  bis  chiuiged  manner  spoke  ntore  forcibly 
tlion  any  wordn  could  tiave  done,  tlie  joy  he  felt 
at   the  favourable  issue  of  GeraliUne's  negoci- 

StlMI. 

Tlifi  evening  ])u««cd,  as  Juliet  tliought,  mo«t 
deliglitfully ;  but,  certainly,  not  without  »Mnc 
feeling  of  embarrassment  to  the  rest  of  the  parly. 
Little  ulluttioii  vras  made  by  any  one  to  family 
eonnexioiiK   and  reminiscences,   but  the  Count 


pennitted  his  fcinmnan  to  n 
in  the  gardens  and  grore 
caade,  widtont  deonin^  il 
pany  them.  He  made 
whra  the  &iuly  rase  fron 
for  being  obliged  to  repa 
Father  Luunice^  having  h 
them,  of  DO  ordinary  inqwi 
him* 

Thus  left  to  themselTOB 
pily  away. — There  was  c 
pkasnre  to  Juliet,  in  findii 
seated  bende  her  lorer 
tree ;  while  the  sweet  enjoj 
nndiecked  other  by  tnra 
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[mtd-cUiy  itifal,  tlip  lovcw  enjoyed,  without  re- 

Ktmint,  till-  coDttfinplutioii  of  the  bappy  proHpectt 

;  before  tliein.     But  in  llir  uftcniooii  Cienildinc 

I  Joined  tbi'iii,  and  cutlod  tlieir  attention  to  the 

IneceMiity  of  annotineing  to  tlir  Count,  the  pro- 

pOM)  of  LonI  Arlboroiif^h  for  u  union  of  their 

children.     Gvnildine  knew  her  brotlior  too  well, 

I  to  fear  that,  under  tlie  present  circumiitniiee!)^ 

he  would  of>po«e  it ;   and  Lord  Hubert  declared, 

[ImUF  in  camett,  half  in  jest,  tliat  he  would  carry 

IJtilict  off  by  force,  if  it  proved  otherwiwe. 

"No,  Hubert,  no,"  exeJaimed  Juliet;  "no 
force,  nor  fraud  eillier,  dearest  cousin.  You 
cannot  tell, — it  is  quit^'  impossihie  that  you 
should  ever  know  the  comfort,  the  delif^hu  the 
unspeakable  enjoyment  of  having  no  diHcovery 
to  fear,  and  then,"  she  continued,  looking  away 
from  them  both,  "  I  hai-e  another  feeling  lliut 
you  ouinot  share — I  wish  most  ardently  to  leave 
my  lather  happy.  If  I  oin  do  so — no  sluulow  of 
regret — nor  any  sling  of  conscience,  will  poison 
the  dear  years  that  lie  before  me." 

"  Tear  not,  dcuriitt,"  said  her  aunt,  embrac- 


nngement  of  aU  wea^? 
ftuwd  a  secoDtl  inarruige  ^ 
liave  been  difficulc,  in  iq 
atrcant,  w  convince  ray  bi 
r^-trig  ui  Italian  iioblei 
ti«cc«8ur)'  fur  bis  wrLl- 
notlung,  Juliet,  nil  will 

Befi»re  supper,  duit 
dine  again  requested  an 
ther.     His  Confessor  w 
rme  to  depart  as  she  «nt«N 

«  Come  in,   lady  Grnl 
tbe  Count,  in  his  moAt 
have  iiotliing  to  da  juitt 
wait  the  result.     I  sbatl 
umin< 
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■  convej-ance  of  onc-fotirtli  part  of  the  sam  to 
H  Juliet,  was  tite  oitten^blv  Ijiutiiiiiw  for  whioh 
.  GeraMint!  liad  iwugbt  tliLt  interview,  though 
certainly,  in  Wr  c«tiroution,  not  the  most  im- 
portant. She  Leid  the  parclitncnts  in  her  Iiani], 
and  the  Cnunt  eyed  tliem  witli  u  goo<l  doal  of 
nervous  {mpadenoe.  Tlier?  were  several  distinct 
memoranda,  besides  the  deed  of  gift,  and  lady 
Geraldine  untied  the  string  that  united  them, 
while  she  led  tJic  conversation  to  the  subject  of 
JuUefg  renouncement  of  the  wealth  thus  vested 
in  her. 

•*  It  is  oenainly  a  great  sacrifice,  Theodore, 
and  as  you  have  placed  her  in  my  hands,  I  lOiould 
feel  that  I  should  be  hardly  right  in  permittiiij^ 
it,  were  it  not  that  from  tlie  same  generous  re- 
lation, whence  this  not)le  present  comes,  a  pro* 
po«aI  has  been  made  for  her,  which,  if  It  be 
accepted,  will  place  lier  in  a  Htation  too  exalted 
to  make  even  lliis  large  sum  of  any  real  eonse- 
quenee." 

"  Of  what  propofla!  do  you  speak,  «ster  Ge- 
rtddine  ?"  said  the  Cutmt,  again  regarding  the 


ing  ratlier  to  liia  loolw  tj 
{MirchiDeiit  contains   thai 
arreara  of  tlie  rents  of] 
m\\\  of  tlte  judj^ent 
was  awunl^^  tu  tlie  Earl 

Tlw  C'onul  stretdiied , 
crivvd  tlti'm.  ' 

**  Thv  pr«])<»xl   I  mciil 
tinii»l  die  Abbess   " ' 
nf  msrriage  from  tlic 
noble  uncle,  to  toy  nic 

"  He  is  a  heretic," 
his  browa.     "  It  b  impoiril 

"  TJiis  liocunicnt,'*  rB| 
tnvrards  bim  niiotlicr  pirc 
conveyance  of  a  fourtli 


mciil 
ic  am 
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lore,  glister,  morv;  Jullot  has  pnsHi-d  her 
'•PTOiitooiitli  birtli>(lay.  But  wluit  U  it  you  suy 
of  a  miLrria^-?  It  U  (.'(.-rtiiiti  that  hv  is  rich  and 
uoblf,' — but  pray,  GcniJdinr,  is  this  the  wish  of 
Juliet?" 

"  It  is,  Theod(»rc." 

"  1  thou{{)it  slie  was  wcddt-d  to  the  cloister. — 
rby,  thru,  did  site  propose  a  second  injirriagc 
[to  me  {  I  tliought  slie  was  determined  to  be  u 
I?" 
**  You  do  not  »ppe7ir,  <lear  Thi^odore,  to 
Jvntiuui  the  feelings  luid  motives  of  Jidiet. 
jbe  knew  that,  being  a  female,  slie  could  not 
leoiitiniiv  to  her  country  the  noble  line  of  Albuiio, 
imlthough  <>he  might  inherit  your  lands — tItU  was 
Ilier  reason  for  desiring  that  you  should  contract 
uother  mairiage,  aod  wish  retirtug  for  ever 
rom  the  world." 

I  liad  thought  otlnTwise — quite  otherwise. 
St  her  marry,  then,  some  Italian  nobleman — ." 
**  And  lier  dower,  brother  ?" 
The  Count's  olive  face  became  scarlet. 
*t  Surely,  surely,  sister  Geraldtne,  Juliet  luut 


1 


vase,  my  loni,  sJit*  mUMt  » 
in  tli«  maimer  sbo  now  wi: 
veil,  it)ie  uuKt  of  courtr 
8h#  nttCTs,  with  a  prwpc 

•'  The  holy  Virgin  jfuid 
Count;  "  tbie  wemH  to 
uul  coniplivatoil  dilTicu 
Confecaur,  sister  CifruUli 
vrait  for  my  answer,  titt 

*'  Moai  ccrlainly ;  but 
renuiiri  lii're  long:,  I  wiU 
inft>nniii^  me  of  tbe  rc« 

*'  You  sbnll  lieiu*  it  witlu 
thew   jiari')iin«iiLs 
may  better  judge  the 


'  it  witlu 

with  m 
beqiufl 
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and  wiU  go  to  my  own  apariineiit,  an  I  would 
wmIi  to  avoid  tie^itif;  Lord  I^Iubert  till  I  know 
your  pk-osure.  Ho  is  a  tiobic  youtli,  but  somr- 
thing  proud  ujxl  liasty;  till  you  have  decided 
to  ix'jcct  liis  generous  offer,  I  »-ould  not  have 
him  know  that  you  could  waver  on  it." 

*'  Tlie  holy  Virgin  guide  me  I"  repeated  the 
Count,  "  and  it  is  Fatlier  Laurence  must  tell 
me,  wliat  her  will  may  be." 

His  sister  left  him,  as  his  Confessor  appeared. 

*'  Here  is  a  strange  buainew  come  upon  us, 

liioly   Father !"  said   the   Count,   ««   the   monk 

entered,   "  and  it   i*  you  mu«t  put  me  iii  die 

riglil  palli ;  it  is  you  mum  tell  mc,  on  whicli  )>i<le 

my  Mron^t  duty  lies." 

*'  Of  a  Certainty  will  I,  my  beloved  son," 
replied  tlie  Confi-i^ir,  "  why  else  am  I  here  ?' 

"  T«U  me  tbcn,"  he  eontinucd,  "with  uil  the 
^ccrity  of  true  and  iioly  confession,  what  it  is 
that  (Inturbs  your  noble  mind." 

The  Count  d'.Mbano  liad  already  eommtiui- 
cated  to  his  friend  Father  Laurence,  the  intelli- 
gence be  had  received  the  day  before  from  the 


Uinc  n>lniir(M,    Hut  ho  at 
nnlm  tluit  lie  might  bo 
Mood,  to  recapiiulnte 
uctiwi,   and   make    Fa 
comprvliend,   before  b« 
not  only  the  Kifet}'   nf 

Ills  own    f>0«Se9S)CHt   of 

yam.'  tirrvan  of  (be 
abbey  \»nAs  nf  tlnict^liy, 
tlut  sliould  be  given. 

The  moiik  boaurd 
earnest  watchfiibeM 
tlie  dreiuuy  itKliSV-rencct 
listened  to  tlie  lung  «}: 
nlurn  lie  liail  concluded, 

"  This  caite,  my  «on. 
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'  uftual  clcarnowi,  as  I  lUten  to  you.  Did  nothing 
c]«p«ii(1  tiputi  tlie  questiai),  but  the  simple  alter- 
native of  your  daughter,  laity  Juliet,  Winggiven 
ill  insrrisge  to  a  heretic,  on  the  one  liand,  and 
your  forfeiting  the  pofsession  of  a  sum  of  money, 

>  on  the  other,  I  scruple  not  to  say,  that  it  would 
be  your  bonnden  duty,  tut  a  catholic  father,  to 

'  nbundon  the  world's  woultli,  and  avoid  perilling 

'  the  pr«douK  wift'ty  of  your  child.  But  in  truth, 
my  «on,  tlii»  i»  not  die  quoNtJon.  If  for  the 
wke  of  uviiiiling  a  powihlc  daiigt-r  to  lady 
Juliet  (»iid  wc  havo  nu  right  to  Hiy  that  she 
luw  not  stn-n^th  to  n-MKt  it),  but  if,  to  avoid  tlie 
danger  of  shaking  hor  belief,  you  renounce,  U 
diw  critical  juncture^  the  wndtli  tlist  i»  placed 
witliin  your  rcacli,  may  yon  not  thereby  lose 
t)i«  blessed  hope  of  raising  up  a  defender  of  the 
true  faith,  in  tlie  dear  and  precious  pi-nton  of 
an  eighth  Count  d'Albaiio  ?  Think  well  of  this, 
my  beloii'd  son,  before  you  scorn  the  mi-atiR, 
which  it  seems  to  me  that  providence  has  put 
into  your  hands,  at  the  very  moment  tliat  it  wag 
moM  needfiil   to  you ;  think  well   of  it,  and 
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Diay   the   Ueasing  at  the   church   CbUav  jtm 
decision  I"  i 

*'  Then  you  think  it  is  my  daty,  M  a  piMJ 
euholi^  to  give  my  consent  to  this  muriig^ 
holy  fether?" 

"  1  do^  my  MM,  unlem  iudetd  rhe  holy  Abbra 
of  Sant'  Catherina's  would  think  fit  w  «|^ 
pose  it.'* 

"  There  is  no  dai^er  of  that  Father 
ranee.     It  it  qaitc  plain  to  me,  that  the 
in.  of  her   making.      Who    oonld   have 
into  (he  heads  of  these  rich  tcami 
lienelf?" 

Father  Uiurenoe  anr  no  use  vbatrrcr  in 
vuTTing:  (o  the  scene  thai  had  recently  pa»e4 
the  judfjmeiit-hHll  of  the  liiqnintioa;  it 
only  puzzle  the  muse;  but  he  had  not  (orgMt 
the  youth  in  green  and  silver,  who  had 
there  spoken  of;  nor  the  decUratioD  of 
Juliet,  that  the  youth  was  her  affianced  hoshM 
Tliere  was  no  use  in  talking  of  all  this,  but ) 
doubted  not  that  thiii  htmter  tuid  the  cousin  v< 
tme  and   the  same  person,  and  he  thoo^t  t 


elf,  that  it  cniglit  liare   been   lady  Juliet's 
'^eyes  which  put  the  notion  of  such  a  mnrriage 
into  the  head  and  heart  of  the  young  lieir  of 
Arllxirough. 

*'  Howerer  that  may  be,  my  dear  §on,"  re- 
plied the  monk,  *'  it  will  render  your  duty, — for 
in  this  light  only  can  we  regard  your  unwilling 
nt  to  this  murriuge, — it  will  render  your 
'  duty  much  lem  psiiiful,  when  you  eoiiMidcr  ihut  a 
'  penoH  who  Htaudbt  wi  pre-eminently  high  iii  the 
MtimatiiM)  of  our  holy  Futlitr  llie  Pope,  approves 
Uiis  sacrilicc  of  inclination  tu  tlie  iiiCereMt  vf 
your  country  anA  of  our  holy  rcUgion.  Not 
oitly  must  the  upprvbalion  of  tl)«  Abbes*  of 
Sant'  Catlieriiiu'4  con6nn  your  judgment  and 
remove  all  your  (h)ubl!4,  but  it  will,  beyttnd  all 
<|ae(ition,  remove  uhw  tltc  doubts  of  every  other 
person,  «hoidd  any  thiug  like  doubt  urisc  on  tlt« 
•uhjeot." 

•*  Tliat  in  true,  Father  Unureiice ;  I  feci  tlic 

sircugth  of  your  argumenlji;  and   1   will  have 

twelve  candles  burnt   before  tlie  »lirij)c  of  St 

Tiieodore,  for  liaviug  restored  to  ue,  ut  tliie 
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kare  pnyed  for  wisdmn,   t 

noblest  of  patrons,  and  the 

tbroBgd  tbe  mazy  paths  of 

woiU;  and  sometimes,  my 

diat,  pobips,  I  liave  not  pi 

Not  all  the  pride  of  the  ( 

prerent    his  being    deeplj 

wimk.     He  laid  his  hand 

shoulder  of  his  friend,  and  i 

^'  I  believe  it.  Father  Lan 

niien  the  emotion   pro 

scene  had  subsided,  the  Coi 

fnsor  to  infonn  the  Abbes! 

happy  to  see  her,  and  they  pi 

rence  to  seA  a  deputy  for 
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of  Saiit'  Catlicriiia'H, — and  die  Count  to  the  placid 
contentment  whicli  aro<te  from  knowing  diat  his 
Confetiior  wa»  read)'  to  honour  liim  as  a  saint, 
for  doing  that  which  wouhl  make  hun  the  very 
happiest  man  in  the  world. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  describe  niimitcly  the 
interview  whidi  fnUuwed  between  tlie  Count  and 
his  sister.  The  objects  and  wi»hcM  of  both 
parties  are  too  well  known  to  tlie  reader  to  Intve 
bint  in  doubt  as  to  its  amicable  temiinutiun. 

Nothing  could  exceed  tlie  huppiurnit  of  Juliet, 
when  she  teamed  that,  from  being  a  wealthy 
bnreoa,  slie  liad  again  become  portionless ;  except 
it  were  the  delight  with  which  Lord  Huirert 
heard  the  assurance,  that  no  further  obstacle 
existed  to  his  wishes,  and  tliat  he  might  make 
the  aimngements  for  conveying  the  aiuit  Hti<l 
niece  to  Knglmid,  with  all  tlic  celerity  he 
cho»c. 

It  will  be  n<adily  believed  that  he  was  not 
hIow  in  ucting  upon  tbi«  permission.  The  vessel 
which  iiad  brought  biin  direct  from  Londou  (o 
tlitt  litth;  harbour  of  Torre  Vcccbia,  lay  waiting 
x8 
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Th«  itorm  It  u^  tad  all  U  on  tbc  liaurd. 


itL£  thi»  was  going  forward,  the  AbbcM  pn> 
pBr«d  to  dispatch  a  trusty  messenger  to  Aiieona, 
with  the  unexpected  re&ignatioii  of  her  high 
office,  and  lier  last  fimmcll  to  her  nuna.  'I*he 
former  was  a  mere  formal  document,  addrPMcd 
|i>  tJte  new  Abbot  of  Sant'  Andrea's,  in  Ids  ca- 
')Meit)'  of  visitor  to  her  convent;  for  it  was  a 
pvt  of  his  duty,  as  such,  to  answer  the  rcsignn- 
tioo,  and  to  appoint  a  dme  for  the  election  of  a 
new  Abbess. 
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Bb  letter  (s  tLe  nuns  waa  u  (ollvn  :— 
CaAtrim^t  Ji  Siena,  iwur  Aaeoita. 

"  Mt  BRLOTEO  CHILDXr.X, 

"  Whsx  I  tell  yuu  tluit  time  line*  Si 
\u  Ud  ym  facwell,  I  hare  no  nerd  to  uU,  l^ 
Ac]r  are  written  with  a  tearfu]  eye,.a»d  a  nine- 
tm  fcuil ;  ncttlMT  can  it  be  neccABiy  to  nmrt 
ymi,  tliat  oodung  but  the  cuiiadoutiins  of  M- 
iB|p  too  pown6i]  to  be  ort^rconr,  and  iriik& 
nost  prereot  mjr  gitt  being  to  you  s^sin  «rbt 
1  Wn  been,  could  induce  tne  to  Iravc  too.  Mt 
dear  and  exceUeot  friend,  tbe  Abbew  «f  9l 
Udeloine,  conveyed  to  you  tbe  welntfoe  ne«^- 
for  fucb  I  well  know  it  was — of  my  acquittal  &m 
the  dm^  brou^t  against  me  before  d>e  U; 
ImjBtsttion.  NatUn^  eould  be  more 
to  me,  tban  tbe  mBJiner  in  whidi  iliis 
was  )ironaiinced ;  but  it  could  not  Iwol  tW 
woniul.  which  the  oondemnaliAn  of  aisier  Cawlk 
hmi  iudirtrd  oti  my  heart.     1  believed  that  cw- 
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deiniuidon  to  be  unjust;  yet  I  liad  no  power  to 
Have  her.  It  is  for  this  thai  1  leave  you.  It  is 
becausv  1  will  not  hold  a  station  tbal,  witli  all 
power  to  rule,  gives  none  to  protect  those  com- 
mitted to  my  care  I  have  said  tlrnt  1  believed 
tlie  condfin nation  of  Camilla  to  be  unjust;  but 
I  luul  then  no  proof  to  offer  that  it  was  so,  sa^'e 
her  own  wonl. 

"  1  believed  timl  word,  although  no  other  did 
— and  in  jiiKticv  to  her  memory  among  you,  I 
luuiit  state,  tlmt  in  Home  I  lu.'^rcl  tluit  whith 
ftiUy  confirmed  her  statement. 

*'  Camilla  was  a  wedded  wife  when  tihe  vtsv- 
placed  by  force  witJiin  the  cloister,  tihe  never 
took  the  vovn — but  her  refusal  to  do  so,  v/nn 
either  unheard,  or  uiilieedetl,  by  those  aroun<l 
ber.  So  much  I  say  in  justice  to  the  Countess 
dt  Mondello,  for  such  is  her  rank.  What  her 
ultimate  fate  luis  been,  I  know  not ;  but  I  fear.  I 
greatly  fear,  she  must  have  fallen  into  tJie  power 

■  of  tbe  late  Abbot  of  St.  Andrea ;  for  had  not  her 
I  e«cttpe  been  intercepted,  1  see  not  how  it  couUl 

■  tuve  becunic  known  to  him.    He  would  not  spar* 


m  amBamcate  to  yoi 

Imt  acmont — too  vill  sliov 

-  h  is,  tken,  tUs  fngbtfli 

le  tD  leave  yn 

bml,  BOK  peace  o£  : 

dsi  I  eoald  ever  again 

U£ag  tke  exahed  staboo 

"Farewdl,  my  dear  fr 

«f  aD  meo  jgcJcrrE  and  bU 

"At  w^tercr  distanei^ 

am  pa«  her  latter  days,  ' 

Efe,  yea  will  Derer  be  wit! 

dbe  ptaycnof 

«  Gera 


To  d>e  AbbM  of  St.  I 
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wbidi  ijiducfid  tady  Juliet  mid  Fi«iice»ca  Gar- 
ronj  to  un<leruke  their  imporUuit  juurncy  tu 
Romej  aiid  it  wa»  h«  who  prpvaih'd  on  Ove 
venerable  Abbess  of  Si.  Ildefoiiae  to  act  fortli  o» 
the  some  long  y>i\gr'anage. 

Tiic  effect  tlicy  produced  upon  tlie  triul  has 
been  already  sbowti ;  luid  the  letter  trorw  Geral- 
diiiv,  whieb  assured  the  good  old  man,  tbat  she 
believed  bcr  stifcty  to  ha  grt?a()y  owing  to  liis 
exertions  in  her  behulf,  wss  little  less  gratifying 
to  him,  than  the  ooiaijiution  to  Im  splcn(li<i 
Abbey. 

During  the  inU'rvid  tiius  occupied,  tlie  Count 
bad  disputdicd  «notli«r  offer  of  marriage;  aii<l 
whether  it  were  that  he  had  taken  Jtdict's  hint, 
and  chosen  tlie  object  of  bis  vows  more  di»- 
vrertly,  or  tbat  the  improved  statement  he  v/a» 
able  to  make,  of  his  pecuniary  intentions  in  her 
fiivour,  Dcca&iuncd  the  different  te«ult,  it  might 
be  diiScult  to  decide ;  perliaps  both  causes  ha<l 
tlietr  share  in  proibicing  the  result,  which  was,  a 
gntei'Mis  ucceptaiice  on  behalf  of  the  lady,  from 
her  brotlivrthe  Marquis  of  C^touio.  The  joy 
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wlioUy  free  from  hucIi  Uiraldon ;  so  tliat  tlwy 
botb  agreed  iii  preferring  lo  triisi  ilieinselvt-M  to 
the  handmaids  of  merry  Englatid,  tliaii  to  in- 
crva»c  the  difficullies  of  the  loni;  voytig«,  by 
adiJiii^  Biiy  timid  females  to  their  trwii, 

N(>thiitK  «ould  BO  effectually  have  removott 
every  sbiidow  of  regret  from  the  mind  of  Juliet 
upon  IciiWiig  lier  tatlier  for  ever,  as  tlie  hilarity 
of»piribi  which  reiidcrcil  it  impossible  for  him 
to  conceal  hi»  pcrfvct  contentment  at  her  de- 
parture. 

'I1ic  only  truec  of  sorrow  produced  by  the 
M|iproachinfr  Meparution,  might  be  seen  on  the 
coutiltfnnnvc  of  Father  Ltiurcnce,  as  he  gazed 
wishfully  on  the  laughing  Kiec  of  Morgantc.  A 
•uapidoiM  pcntcin  might  perhaps  haw  been  led 
to  think,  tlmt  there  muxt  lutvv  been  some  tic, 
Mrongcr  iliiin  tlic  regard  of  a  glioHtly  fatlior,  to 
raiM*>  th«^  heavy  sigh  with  which  be  uttered, 
"  And  so,  Morgante,  I  must  neversee  tbee  more^ 
boy!" 

Old  Marietta,  indeed,  n-ho  hiippcncd  to  be 
witbin  hearing  whcu  he  uttered  some  such  ex* 


to  mmttin 
iBMOneigc 


IW  ^btdtm 
par^  unTCa;  ttttj 


A^aa.    Adcr 
bf  tW  RpctittMi  «f  At 

An  niKcrf  It  Tor  V«- 

^wouy  oonnTH 
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^^pr^A  such  of  hcT  sails  as  were  unfurled,  viiongh 
of  tlio  breeze  to  take  ber  clear  fn>m  nmoii^  tlve 

Iship[)uig  that  surrounded  her,  nlie  nluwly  und 
Steiulily  wore  her  way  beyond  ihcm.  During 
the  time  occupied  by  this  mtuiroaiTr,  our  party 
Stood  at  the  stem,  gazing  on  tltc  slowly  rcced- 
\ng  objects  they  had  left,  uid  waving  a  lost 
•dieu  to  tbosB  they  were  never  to  »cr  again ;  but 
when  it  WO!*  completed,  they  were  reque»ted  to 
•eat  Uienuelvm  where  tlie  buHtle  occasioned  by 
getting  under  full  sail,  would  not  annoy  them. 
Accordingly,  lady  CJeraldine,  for  we  must  no 
longer  call  her  tlio  Abbess,  placed  herself  with 
her  two  young  cou^irm  beside  her,  on  a  bench 
that  was  pointed  out  to  thetn,  and  gave  herself 
up,  witli  an  intensity  of  pleasure  her  ]in»t  life  IhkI 
wldom  permitted  her  to  indulge,  to  tiie  exhiln* 
rating  beauty  of  tlie  scene.  The  clear  autumnal 
sky,  tlie  bright  blue  waves  of  tlie  Venetian 
Oulf,  and  the  favouring  hreeio,  before  which 
they  bounded  over  it,  were  nil  enjoyed  by  her, 
witli  the  freshncM  of  young  and  uncxhaii-Me*) 
fueling.     Uer  oompaniona  were  in  the  situation 


I 
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botli  of  whtim  had  for  many  days  excrci§«d 
their  iitinoHC  Mkill  to  render  their  cabin  as  coiii- 
forlablc  itit  jioMililu.  Murgante  hail  long  before 
climbed,  aiid  dumbered,  aiid  .'tun^  himnelf  into 
a  state  of  excessive  weariness,  and  he  was  alreatly 
foBt  a&leep  in  the  berth  assigned  hiio  near  that 
of  L,ord  Hubert.  But  Juliet  and  her  aunt  sat 
down  togctlier  on  the  small  couch  tluit  n-as 
screwed  to  the  floor  of  the  cabin,  before  tbcy 
prepared  to  creep  into  their  tiny  beds.  The 
wind  was  so  moderate,  and  so  favourable,  tliat 
they  felt  no  inconvenience  from  the  raovemeut 
of  tlie  ship :  and  never  had  any  fcUow-royagers 
more  pleasurable  subjects  to  di^^cuss.  Kvvry 
thing  before  them  was  bright  with  hope,  novelty, 
and  happiness ;  nor  was  there  in  the  heart  of 
eitJier  a  single  Iccling  of  regret  for  aught  thoy 
had  left  behind. 

Juliet  Wl  na  long  known,  that  her  futhn't 
dcMgu  wa«  to  piut  fnini  Iut  ;  that  h-aving  him, 
m  Hh<-  did,  surrounded  with  all  lie  wi$Jie<l,  it 
would  ba^e  been  worse  tlian  folly  to  Imve  felt  or 
iaucied  a  sorrow  upon  his  accouut;  atul  they 
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[to  anticipate   the  scenes  they   wrrc  g;oing  to. 
Ithal  their  delightful  voy;^  would   too  soon  b« 

They  had  continued  for  ratlier  tnori;  than  a 

[month  on  board,  with  weather  of  nlDM»t  un^'a- 

Irying  serenity,  and  a  wind  that  Heemed  only  to 

[change  as  they  wished  it,  bringing  tliejn  in  that 

riod  within  a  day's  sail  of  the  coa»t  of  Cont> 

wall,  when  tliey,   at  Jengtb,  acknowledged   to 

each  other,   tliat   their  hearta   were   bi>friiiiiiii|f 

to    outrun     the    wind,    and     tliat    they    Mhoidd 

I  hail  the   roic«   that    told   them   England    was 

tin  sight.     The  captain   declared,   that  it   was 

lUkely    enough    that    tliis   newB    might    greet 

ItiieiD    when    they    left    their    cabins    on   the 

l^noTTDw ;    and   this  ossunince,   while   it  raiaed 

'  their  spiritH  to   the   exact  pitch   for  enjoying 

kerery  tiling  aruund  tlicin,  made  tliem  eager  to 

t*Me  all  thf  pleasures  of  their  last  evening  upon 

the  lovely  ocean.     Accordingly,  they  once  niore 

plaoKl  themselves  upon  tlieir  favourite  ficul,  and 

watched  tlie  indncrtbablc  glory  of  the  san,  hk  he 

.went  down  lumd  a  world  of  gold  and  crimson ; 


BO  ofafeet  corny  rablc  t*  dih 

tiUt  ^  skating  n;  il 

of  ^  Ma,  t»  tke 

that  iKMMBi  apoa  it,  ate 

af  hnfrbaem  aatAvt  bcaniy  mttn 

tBK  OB  dwoo 

to  brin^  fTf*h  aSetuff 

•ihI  i|ilaido«r  npaa  ^tka^ 

B)  *'i^  tke  imacimMB  it 

tW  mopeakable  gnodttf 


aliimit  laiixweMii^  M 

tbe  gmgtvim  pageant  taie  vtwjt 

M-«iifeyhve  their  place*  tOl  LonI  Uukit 

JttBrt  ibw  her  mantle  da* 

kc  »  ifanriUa  af  the  cUUdicm  of  ba 

Irt  Tvttr  iMaltb  suSer  at  }«■ 
to  oar  amty  *■'""'.  Jufirt,"  i 
r  JIM  wifi  eaU  it,  as  tbose  W^Vi^ 
■  tbea  iof  ibe  rcgioa  of  ae 


•be  replied; 
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tjBist  must  be  (lurk  iiidi'ocl,  that  shall  make  me 
[d««ni  England  low  fuir,  or  at  any  rate  i^s  dear, 
[tliaii  Ibily." 

"  I  think  80  too,  Juliet,"   Kuid   lady   G«ral- 
line ;  "  and  yet   1  wiU  tiut  deny  that  there  is  a 
hrcwtJ  keeum*»»  in  the  air  to-iii^ht,  that  will 
nuke  tl)o  shelter  of  our  little  cabin  feel  agree- 
fable." 

.\»  tlicy  tiinied  to  rencb  tlie  Muira  whk-b  led 

it,  tbcy  remarked  tlie  eaplaiii  standing  on  the 

lidc  of  the  vessel,  opposite  the  jilace  where  they 

I juul  Uevn  Mttinjr,  with  his  eyes  earneMly  hent  to- 

■irerds  tlie  cast.     They  naturally  looked  in  the 

te  <lireetion,  but  could  diBCeru  nothing,  ex- 

)t  a  Mmull  black  speck  a  little  above  the  horizon, 

rhich  migltt  have  almost  been  mistaken  for  a 

What  are  you  lookiii);  at,   captain?"    said 
I  J.or<l  Hubert,  stepping  towards  him. 

*'  I  was  looking  at  that  small  cloud,  my  lord," 
t  be  replied;  "  we  shall  have  wind,  I  think,  before 
jhn  morning." 


^^^il. 


me  u  ieat. 


d,  a  «  far 
■  tfcrirfanii 


tke 
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of  thrm  Huini-wluit  ulnnncil,  at  pn-cfiving  the 
I  great  cltoiigv  wliivli  ii  few  ntiuiitcs  liatl  iiiiid«  in 
I  tbe  aspect  of  tlic  lit-avcns. 

Tlie  whole    cuttu-ni  hcnt^pliere  was  already 

neftri)'  covered  with  durk  atid  heavy  masses  of 

,  doud»,  sailing  rapidly  iLlung,  while  working  up 

I  ■gaiti»l  tlie  wind,  the  name  vapours  wliicli  ludf 

I  an  hour  before  Iiiul  glowed  aruimd  the  sun  in 

treacherous  Hpletidotir,  now  came,  with  a  lurid 

rerntuint  of  their   crimson   colouring,  to   meet, 

and,  as  it  •ihould  seem,  give  battle  to  tbe^c  driv- 

,  iDg  «|ua(lroits  of  black  giants,  which  appeared 

nuluiig  towards  them  from  the  east. 

Thrro  is  sometliing  sinister  aod  alanning, 
«vcn  to  oji  inexperienced  car,  in  the  strange 
irliiMlIe  that  iKuwes  thruugh  the  shroudit,  l>efore 
the  winil  in  fuUy  up.  The  sea,  too,  »ecm»  to 
work,  and  Iieave  Mk-ntly,  without  apparent  cause, 
whih'  the  dark  cloiidt*  above  twist  iuid  ntrl  them- 
!)elres  together,  in  Hhapcs  tliitt  thr<>aten  niUcliief. 
All  lliU  W8K  seen,  and  darkly  felt,  hy  (ieraldioe 
and  Juliet;  but  when  for  an  instant  tlicy  with- 
drew tlieir  eyes  from  the  hcovciu,  their  alann 
10 
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infitutrly  stronger,  as  ibey  rcmaikeil  tW 
I  aclmtT  of  tbr  men,  many  of  wbom  wm 
half  Ud  amoD^  ttxr  flmpping  saik,  «likli  ikv 
voe  bfaattring  to  tecuiv,  before  ihe  storm  bum 
•tvr  diem.  Deeper  yet  w««  their  i  mi  limiiw 
■f  ififnMduag  danger,  as  tlicy  oiaiiLml  die  pdt 
cksk  af  Ldcd  Habot.  Even  in  the  gloam  tf 
tke  fiM  daring  AnfaMva.,  the  feeling  eiprawJ 
bf  Ub  cvatRomee  «as  percvptiblt^ 

•*  You  fev  &r  »,  Hubert,"  said  lady  Crnil- 
dbw^  gtaveljr. 

**  Think  what  a  precious  freight  is  b«inie  b^ 
Am  faH  Tcsael,  dearest  Geraldine  !  Bui  1  be- 
liere  ber  tu  be  perfectly  seo-vorthy ;  «ur  capnia 
I  know  welL,  (ta  aa  experienced  and  skilful  aan- 
gaUt ;  and,  in  short,  1  think  my  di^ike  to  aD 
this  bastle  is  more  in  praiMrtiao  to  my  Ion 
yoa  both,  than  lo  any  idea  flf  dangn'  I  may  i 
cdve  bwB  it." 

Jutiei  spoke  dm  a  word,  but  there  wa»  samp- 
thing  ajyroaching  to  sublime,  in  tfae  deep  tai 
quiet  expresmon  of  ber  eye,  as  it  toned  I 
the  M«  to  the  hcatxm,  and  nn  orer  the  dn^ 
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harmony  of  that  leaden  hu«  wlik-Ii  pervaded 
ch.  The  very  inti-nsity  of  her  frars  wemcil 
>^v«  firmticwt  to  her  s|)irtt.  Her  own  life, 
lh«  livi>s  of  the  only  beings  ahc  loved  oil 
were  threitiened — but  if  they  should  pe- 
lt would  be  tt^tlier — none  woidd  be  left 
moum;  and,  with  this  gloomy  eoii«olittioti, 
|«he  braced  licr  mind  ^»  meet  all  llmt  should  come 
[upon  tliem.  CW-nddine  looked  nt  her  pale  face 
jid  full  dark  eye«s  now  rawed  to  tlio  henvenK, 
lid  then  Jigain  seeming  lo  itnu-ch  for  the  sttll 
lidden  terrur*  of  tlie  sen,  till  her  own  fortiitide 
fsnnk,  nnd  melted  iiway  before  the  thonf^lit  of 
Itlte  daiijjer  which  wjw  so  »urely  iipproaehing. 

"  Here  it  comes  I"  coolly  olwerved  u  seumait, 
Eivlio  wa«  em)doyed  in  oeciiriiig  «oine  rope«  at  tlie 
of  tlie  vessel,  near  which  our  party  were 
[BtBtioned. 

His  words  made  them  all  look  in  the  direction 
to  which  he  Innied ;  and  (hotigli,  in  tlieir  igno- 
e,  they  rewi  not  the  sigiM,  wiiieh  met  their 
fm,  us  distinctly  as  he  did,  tliey  fell  Uiat  fa« 
VUL.  III.  L 
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•i|M>)(o  trur,  aiid  tbat  thv  enrmy  tli«jr 
was  upon  them. 

Tbc  lur,  vrtiicli,  Uiougb  day-li|;hl  Iw)  f 
with  unusual  npuiity,  »till  rrtnutii.'cl  dm, 
free  from  biff  or  mlit,  iiow  looketl,  al  U»c 
dutaiio*  of  a  few  buiiilred  yard«,  like  «  palp 
Willi  of  utter  (Laikiiesw,  moving  tmirmri, 
tliri-ntcniiig  to  ovemhelm  them  in  impeMM 
nigiit.  The  sea  became  suddenly  aviated, 
th«  rmwl  pitdieiL  violently,  bui  »aU  «{l 
their  bring  coii*ci(»u:«  of  any  wind, 
but  one  montenl,  in  the  next  tlivy  wrrv 
for  power  to  brvatlte,  in  ihe  fi-vful  wlurl 
tluit  (Mivi'loiHil  tbcm.  Lord  Hubert,  wboMt 
tweei]  his  eoiuiiut,  llircw  an  arm  rouad 
and,  without  tbia  supfwrt,  they  could  aot 
retuned  ibetr  position,  m  violent  was  the 
tion  of  tbc  ship,  and  ibe  action  uf  thr  wiad 
drove  agniiKt  ihein.  At  tliis  moment,  aad 
no  ptcparation  from  slij^ht  Hasbea, 
Urcani  of  lightning  shot  acrotut  tbe  b 
neemed  to  blast  tlie  sight:  and,  ntv 
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e(Mi8CH>u8  it  KIM  ^nc,  th«  thunder  bunt  above 
'  tlivir   liiNid-s  »itli  tlmt   fearful   crackin)^  souiul 
[  wliirli  s]>«ik£  concussion  near  lu. — '*  Uli  God  I 
have  mercy  !"  exclaimed  Juliet :  but  even  Hu- 
bert heard  her  not:  the  nea  had  already  reached 
[that  pitch  of  fury  wliidi  forbids  any  noise  but  its 
owti  to  be  listened  to ;  and  the  next  inatont  a 
Itoighty  wave  broke  over  the  %-e§Bcl.  and  drenched 
in  its  heai-j-  brine. 
**  Below !"  roared  the  captain,  in  a  voice  that 
the  interval  which  occurred  between  the  buret- 
Ilng  of  one  wave  atid  the  collection  of  the  next, 
I  Twa«  audible  tJirou(^h  the  tempest:. — "  Below  with 
ftiie  women  ! — this  ix  no  night  for  tlicm."     But 
no  seamnn  vmt  nt  leisure  to  oliey  him.     Tlie 
arm   liad   riHcn   mi   nipidly,  and  the  previous 
IweatJier  tiad  led  them  to  display  9o  much  cnnvaft, 
U  every  man  watt  straining  to  prepare   the 
el  for  the  titruirglti  she  had  to  undergo;  and 
tlie  captain  addre««sed  himself  to  no  one  in 
ticular,  no  one  left  tlie  urgent  work  which 
'^engnged  him,  to  attend  lo  the  trembling  femidei*. 
^lut  it  was  indeed  necessary  tliat  they  sltould 
l3 
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ption  of  clouds  tliat  were  bo  soon  to  change  tlielr 
,  treacherous  uspcct  of  beauty  iiilo  one  of  temtr. 
ViitU  llic  luwUtaiKT  of  Lord  Hubert,  ulic  crawled 
tu  the  bcrtl)  where  lie  Uty,  luid  equally  to  lier 
leurpriic  and  sHtisliictioti,  fouud  liim  til  so  pro- 
iJouiid  a  sleep,  that  the  rude  rocking,  by  wliich  lie 
'  was  thrown  from  side  to  side  in  his  well-secured 
I  tenement,  dkturbcd  him  uo  more,  tluui  the 
^{^titlc  movement  of  a  mother's  knee  disturbs  her 
[infant.  "  Happy  child!"  murmured  Juliet,  «s 
^slic  crept  on  to  her  own  cabin,  "  when  kIiuH  I 
'■l*ep  like  you?" 

Lord  Hubert  now  bitterly  lamented  llmt  lie 
luid  Huffered  hU  coiutins  to  undertiike  the  voyage 
!  without  female  attendauee;  though  it  in  more 
|lhan  probiihic  that  whatever  numher  t>t  women 
liey  mi|r|it  hstve  brought  with  lliem,  would  have 
■  been  jiwl  so  many  more  nource.''  of  sorrow  ami 
lauffering,  during  tJie  hours  that  ilieir  serWcefi 
are  the  most  wanted.  Tliis  inevilnbte  truth, 
ifcver,  was  very  nnlurally  lost  sight  of  by  the 
[young  nobleman,  when  be  biid  poor  Juliet  on  lier 
v6,  ftiid  wa  Migvd  to  leave  her  lielpletn, 
l3 
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mi^ht  l>c  colled,  was  derived  ^m  Ms  visits  to 
their  cabin.  To  him  thesp  \ifiits  would  have 
been  less  [Kliiil'iil,  lind  it  not  hccn  so  diificillt  to 
answer  the  tanguiiilung;  inquiries  of  the  poor 
sufferers,  without  adding  to  their  miserable  aii<l 
«Mj  well-founded  lerron,  Tlie  vessel  still  obeyed 
the  helm,  but  there  appeared  little  hope  that  she 
oould  long  continue  to  do  so.  Spar  after  spar 
bad  given  way,  and  the  jury-mast,  by  whicli  they 
bad  supplied  the  one  destroyed  by  lightning,  hent 
bt^fore  the  blast  like  a  reed. 

Hitherto  the  wind  had  blown  firotn  a  quarter 
which  enabled  the  captain  to  keep  the  labouring 
vessel  off  the  dangerous  coast  of  Cornwall;  but 
he  knew  they  were  m  near  it,  tlmt  sbotdd  liie 
tempest  chaii^  iu  direction,  they  had  every 
tbiiig  to  fear  from  the  prol»d>ility  of  being  driven 
upon  the  rocks.  Three  uf  the  sailors  knew  this 
as  well  as  himself,  but  the  rest  of  the  crew 
were  Portuguese  and  Italians,  little  acquainted 
witb  the  |ierito)is  nuvigation  of  the  Britiuli 
C3ian»el. 

Neither  to  these  mea,  uor  to  his  suffering 
l4 
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die  wind  sudi  as  lo  drive  us  apon  the  ooafit  »f 
Cornwall?" 

*'  Not  if  it  blow  OS  it  did  Rve  minutes  ago, 

VotA  Hiilwrt.   But  do  you  not  sec — Luff!  luff!" 

he  CTJorl,  runniiif^  luuiily  Kiwunl  tJie  liebn,  and 

;  layin;;  his  own  [lowcrfiil  Iiuiul  on  tlie  till«r,  a( 

wliidi  two  of  hin  best  men  vstTc  pl^iccd. 

Lord  Ilubi-rt  hud   foUowt-tl  him,  but  miw  it 
BB  no  time  for  cjueslioiiK. 
For  a  moment  cuptiiiii  Jmw»  krpt  his  suitioii 
tat  the  liclm,  ulikI  tlu>n  exclaimed  : — 

"  By  G — il  »h«  minds  it  no  more  thun  if  I 

drew  ht-r  with  ii  m1I«>ii  llinsMl.      I.i-t  down  the 

boat !"  he  ericd,  white  IiL-s  voice  \-ainly  strnggled 

with  the  bellowing  wind  to  muke  itself  licurd  by 

tlie  niun.     He  fceondcd  the  wnnL;  by  lui  uetioti 

[  oF  itie  liiind,  and  the  helni^niiui  stepped  forward 

\  to  rejieat  the  order,  and  omiM  in  the  ext-eutiun  of 

[It.     JoneH   still   kept   his  hand   idly   iipoii   die 

,  Iwlm ;  but  his  eyes  followed  the  men  who  «•*«• 

in  preparing  tlie  boat.     Again  he  irietl 

'  rudder,  and  a^n  the  shi]i  mUsed  xiay. 

"  All  then  is  over?"  said  Loml  lluhvrt,  in  tlie 
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tovarda  Ute  heavens,  and  Uie  black  depdia  nwre 
hideous  still,  ttial  yawn  between  lliein,  may  con- 
ceive the  feeliiigH  of  I^rd  Hut>ert  as  lie  |)ri^ 
pfired  to  place  die  wonten  he  loved  in  the  unull 
boat  tlml  was  to  be  lonered  into  the  raging  tww. 
But  be  hod  a  bntvc  English  heart  within  hint, 
which  reproached  him  for  oue  Hbort  moment'vi 
oontemplation  of  his  own  misery — "Uod's  will 
be  done !"  said  be,  and  stedJast  to  perform  btfi 
tuk,  he  hsstetied  below,  to  siunnion  tliose  he 
loved  BO  tridy,  to  iiutunt  daiigi-r.  and  perliaps  to 
doatli.  He  woulil  have  answered  their  ea^er 
questiotis,  by  u  somewhat  mitiguled  accotuit  of 
the  «cene  wliich  aunited  them— btit  tlic  deliunve 
kindness  did  not  xuceecd,  even  for  an  instant — 
tfae  momentary  hesitatinn,  the  averted  eye,  the 
trembling  lips,  were  at  once  undcrst<KKl  witli 
t«rrit»Ie  (li^tiiK-UieM. 

l..ady  (ieraldiiie  silently  threw  her  arms  routid 
Juliet,  and  prewed  bcr  Ii(>»  on  her  jiale  fore- 
head:— 

"  Now  1  am  ready,  Hubert,"  she  said,  prepar- 
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Captain  Jui)c«  vxpUinvd  to  l-ord  Hiihert,  tliat 
hv  viTis  Miiitiiig  to  itppruac'li  lli«  ntiore  as  nearly 
as  ini^hl  bf  clone  witlioiit  Mtriluiigi  in  onler  Ui 
shorten  fu  muck  as  pnssiMi'  tlic  distance  between 
tliem  und  the  landing  tliut  lie  hoped  to  reach. 

The  sliip  was  now  driving  before  the  wind  xt 
a  tremendous  rate,  and  througli  the  spray  and 
miet  which  enveloped  thetn,  they  caught  occa- 
sional glimpHcs  of  tlie  hind. 

"  'riiat  is  England  then  P'  thought  Clenildine, 
but  she  'Mught  not  to  cumin  ii  in  cute  llic  bitter 
feeling  that  this  su^t^Ktcd,  to  her  companion*. 
SJie  Mill  held  the  luuid  of  Juliet,  who  wa" 
placed  between  herself  und  Lord  Hubert ;  and 
all  three  clung  to  the  side  of  the  vessel  to  which 
the  boat  vtiLt  su«i>entled. 

*'  We  are  very  near,  Mr !"  said  an  Kn|rliHli 
sailor,  wlio  stood  close  to  tlic  captain. 

"  I  know  it,  Marshal,"  rejilied  ci^ktain  Jntie«, 
— "  but  how  many  minutes  coiiUl  llie  boat  live 
ill  this?" 

I    Still  they  drove  onward. 
*'  If  she  striked,  taptaio,"  said  the  siune  man, 
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of  the  captain  for  i)is|iiitch.  made  no  fiirdior 
retiutance,  but  liumed  onward  to  the  place 
where  the  crew  were  already  lowering  tlie  heavy 
boat. 

Lord  Hubert  sprang  into  her,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive GcTuldinc  in  his  arms  &s  nbe  descended  :— 

"  Now !"  h«  excUimed,  "  now,  Ueraldinc !" 
■iw  tost  not  a  moment,  bnt  threw  herwlf  after 
bim.  He  plucvd  her  securely  in  the  hotrom  of 
the  botit,  and  tlicn  prc]iEirvd  hiitiitelf  a^iin  to 
mount  tlie  nIiIji'a  nide.  At  tliut  inittunt  the 
vemel  struck  a^u:L«l  a  rock,  and  die  concumion 
was  sn  vioh'iit  iis  to  iniiki;  him  (]uit  bin  bold,  Hn<l 
&11  backwanLi  ainonfri^t  hU  terrifie*!  companions. 
The  veAAel  in  her  reboutni,  seemed  to  druw 
the  water  witli  her,  from  tlio  lii<)i»>iu  mws  tbut 
reared  its  dark  siren^tli  to  dmtrvy  them — one 
moment  more,  and  she  miut  strike  ii^rain.  Two 
araon^t  those  already  in  liie  boat  mw  tlie  i»- 
evitablo  |^ve  wliich  {raped  to  receive  them,  and 
ia  an  inaiant  severed  the  ropes  that  held  her  to 
tlienhip;  as  they  did  so,  a  hid,  who  liuil  nlUtehed 
liiJiit^lf  fpeatly  (o  Morgnntc  (luring  the  voyage, 
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MTUck,— wid  tlie  fiiirfwt  mmnA  of  w*ter  rushing 
itito  lior  hold  Wits  pUiiiily  hoiiril.  C-aptaiii  Jones 
riwlufl  to  t)ic  mast,  by  wliu-li  poor  Julit^t  stilt 
lieU,  but  licr  grosp  wiis  bocoinc  fL'(^ble,  for  tlie 
MO)  wbidi  broke  figiLin  and  ii^in  over  hfrr, 
bad  dri^nc-licd  oud  cbiUed  her  liinb«.  Hv  to«k 
ber  ill  biti  arms,  und  with  all  the  core  Uiv  drrad- 
ful  moment  permitted,  bound  her  firmly  tu  u 
la^e  pbiiik  that  lay  upon  the  dcek,  then  throw- 
ing off  his  sbooi  and  jaeket,  be  stood  bonide  lipr. 
waitinfT  till  libt  :tbip  »liould  Kink  bciipiith  him. 
Nor  bad  b«  long  to  wait, — ii  giir|r|in^  Kiieking 
WHuid  showed  that  llie  time  was  eomc,  aiid 
in  aiMtber  moment  tlie  raging  vaves  received 
tb<>m.  Mo»t  of  the  men  who  were  left  on  board, 
bad  scixcd  on  Home  loose  spar,  which  liel])ml 
them  tor  n  while  to  float  upon  the  foaming 
surf.  But  miuiy  groaned  forth  their  lant 
breath,  unheodud,  amid  tlie  fearful  uproar  of 
that  hour. 

Cnptsin  Jone«  bad  fastened  the  end  of  the 
TOpv  with  whieb  be  had  secured  Juliet,  round 
his  armHf    and   swimming    with    iio    coramoit 
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H'wu  he  nione  who  miScred,  for  Juliet  was  no 
loD^r  coasciouH  eitlicr  of  pain  or  danger. 

Tliey  were  now  siifficienily  near  the  sliore  foi 
manjr  to  see  lli«ir  pprilous  condition ;  yet  stiU 
too  distant  for  wiy  aid  to  reach  them.  Many 
people  on  tlie  cliff«  liud  seen  tlic  r(?sBel  go  down, 

IBod  watched  the  floating  itpeclw  around  her, 
knowing  them  to  he  the  wrctciiod  victims  of  the 
wredc,  yet  totally  unable  to  iwmt  them,  for  no 
boat  aiuld  have  lived  for  a  iiiomeitt  in  the  raging 
surf  that  rolled  and  roared  between  tlirm,  aixl 
tfa«  objects  of  their  vain  pity. 

Either  from  llie  accidental  linpuUe  of  a  wnre, 
or  from  some  otlier  cause,  captain  Jones  via»  in)> 
I  mediately  and  widely  separated  from  the  object 
■  of  his  care. 

I       Juliet  was  borne  onward,  sometimes  darkly 

Hrririble  to  those  who  watched  Iter  from  ttie  )th<»TC, 

W  toward.4  which  she  ww   rapidly  home   by  the 

strong  current  of  tlie  tide,  and  already  her  long 

dark  luiir  was  divtinguislied,  floating  like  a  moss 

of  8«i-wecd  upon  tin-  water. 

"  It  is  a  woman,  by  heaven  ["  exvhuined  ■ 
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ropps  wore  quickly  funiUbed  from  the  neigli- 
buuriiig  cjiliins,  and  ciirefully  fastened  rouud 
litm,  wlitio  tbe  other  emU  were  secured  in  the 
strong  ^tvi\i  of  his  compaiiiotm. 

Mure  tfauii  one  female  camo  furtli  from  tlie 
iilitfltin-  of  IivT  Lut  to  waldi  his  lx>l(l  eiUfrpriii^, 
wul   their   shrill  voices  were   heard   above   the 
bUwl,  UK  th(*y  one  Mid  ull  begged  Iiiin  to  de-tiat 
{roin  sill  iiiidcrtukiiigtliroiitcniDg  so  much  danj^er 
to  KititHclf,  uiid  promising  so  little  chance  of  aid 
to  the  ohjcel  of  lii«  geiieruiis  compassioD.     But 
uvrry  moment  added  to  his  eager  wish  to  make 
trial,  for  every  moineiit  brought  the  Rgun 
Juliet  nearer  to  his  sight.     Choerc<l  by  tJie 
latUf  vntnie<l  by  tlic  woinvii,  aii<l  almost  deaf- 
ened by  the  ruuring  surf^>  near  wliicli  lie  stood, 
tlto  brave  yoting  man  sprang  forward,  and,  for 
many  moments,  bafBed  tlie  force  which   drove 
Iiim  backward,  with  equal  energy  of  tniud  and 
limb.     But  it  was  all  in  vain.     Man   may  <lo 
miidi  in  leading  nature  to  perfurm  his  will ;  but 
I  ke  must  work  witli,  and  not  ugiitnst  her  power, 
^nkgain  and  uguiii,  the  little  progress  which  llie 
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trir<!cl  to  find  wli<?r«withii1  to  exist,  by  u-atchiiig, 
witli  lier  little  l>oj-,  for  tiie  crabs  tliat  were 
brought  into  this  croek  by  the  tide.  It  was  to 
this  spot  that  t]ie  insensible  body  of  Jidi«t  woa 
borac-  The  last  wave  on  which  she  floated  ran 
far  up  into  tlie  creek,  and  rushed  bade,  l«iiving 
■n  pn<l  i>r  tliv  plank,  to  which  she  was  attached, 
bedded  finnly  in  the  sand.  The  tiile  vm  already 
nt  il»  bct|rlit,  and  not  even  die  blustering  gale, 
wliich  Ktill  continued,  could  prevent  the  iiO(-i<»- 
SitUHS  witlow  from  creeping  out  a  few  momenta 
aftrr  it  bad  turned,  to  seek  far  the  fisli,  on  the 
■ale  of  which  her  livelihood  depended.  A  boy 
of  ten  years  old  followed  her,  and,  before  they 
had  advanced  tliree  paces  from  their  hut,  they 
both  perceived  tlie  body  of  Juliet,  now  lying 
ly  out  of  the  water.     A  scream  of  horror 

mt  from  both. 

**  She  be  dead,  mother !  she  be  dead !"  ex- 
claimed llie  boy,  as  he  ran  towards  her :  "  dead 
lUidcold,  sure  enough  t"  hi<  continued,  kneeling 
titiwii  beside  her,  and  touching  her  face. 

The  woman  knelt  down  too,  and  looked  ut  her 
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rouse  iin<l  HUAtaiii  this  Ntrcii^li;  and  \h*t  only 

liopt'  fur  this  mmt  iii-cdfi)l  succour  rvBUnl  on  tiie 

losNn^L'  kIic  luul  dis|>utclivd  by  licr  boy. 

But  much  before  uny  relief  fruin  that  ([utirtcr 

['COuld  possibly  reach  ber,  a  party  of  thoso  who 

liad  remuincil  at  the  look-out  upon  the  eliff,  mul 

[fiwB)  thence  watched  all  that   hud  occurred  in 

jtroat  of  widow  Martin's  cabin,  arrived   there, 

[and    as  more  lliaji  one  ainoiii^  tliem  was  fur- 

I  oished  witli  a   flask  of  liquor,  tJie  kiixl  widow 

tvrm  enabled  to  try  tlie  remedy  which  not  only 

liorself,  but  the  whole  <tf  the  experienced  villa^ 

I  of  Penlyiin,  considered  as  the  most  etlicaciouft 

[that  could   be  applied,   nor  were   they   disap- 

;  pointed   in    itt   eBeets.      Juliet   swallowed   tlu> 

I  cordiil ;  her   eyes   opened   for  a  moment,   and 

the  stroni;  shiver  that   ran  through  her  limlw 

siiowed  returning  life,  though  acconipanied  witli 

[suffering, 

"  Wliat  handa  f  what  a  skin !"  exclaimed  tlie 
[widow,  as  ftlie  gazed  with  aibniration  at  tbe 
[object  of  her  cliaritohle  care ;  "  she  is  a  Udy, 
[if  erer  there  vnw  one  bom.     1  wish,    Jack 
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as  we,  to  pass  our  word 
perhaps  if  Mistress  !^ 
much,  it  may  lead  th 
God  is  witness,  I  hare 
an  one  as  this  in." 

«'  And  that's  a  trati 
man  she  addressed;  *' 
before  you  coold  tbinh 
spare  the  liquor ;  trust  i 
thing  this  side  heaven  t 


CHAPTER  XLI. 


Od«  wboic  btan  is  buiiDnml  up  wiib  *tetl. 


The  more  perfect  poor  Juliet's  restoration  to 
life  became,  tlie  more  cvidexit  were  the  indications 
of  approacliinn  fever ;  tlie  kliivorings  were  strong 
and  frequent;  aiid,  excepting timt unce,  wlicn»Le 
opened  her  eyes,  slie  looked  round  lier  us  if 
seeking  for  tliose  j<)ie  Irnd  lost,  she  guve  tliOM' 
•bout  bcr  no  rmsun  to  believe,  tlmt  the  was 
coiwciou8  of  uny  tiling  tliat  was  pasiiing. 

Before  Jaek  NicJmU  retunn-d  from   bis  em- 

I  bassy,  Jem  Martin  bnd   bitppily   accompliKlied 
tbHt  on  whicli  lie  bad  been  previously  ijispatcbc<L 

.He  iiot  only  proicntod  Ids  moLbvr  witb  a  Ultle 
m2 
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ever  was  intoxicating,  mns 
son  in  the  condition  of  he 
to  make  Juliet  swallow  a 
new  supply,  but  was  sto] 
had  succeeded  in  doing  e 
the  minister.  We  have 
describe  this  worthy  divi 
that  is  necessary  that  th< 
of  him  may  be  comprised 
he  was  a  perfect  sample  < 
the  reformed  clergy  of  1 
thousand  good  qualities,  b 
hung  so  heavily  about  I 
alwaj's  rabble  of  acting 
tales  of  his  heart,  or  even  < 
mnWaroA  f(>ftrfiil  nenecutic 
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rpope,   that    lie   considered  any  feeling  whicli 

pjiroaclied   to   religious   tolemtion,   m  tn-^wn 

nsl  hift  soviTci^i,  and  i^very  donbt  of  Queen 

FEUsabeth  bring  tlie  first  of  evtlily  potentates, 

as  impiety  to  Heaven. 

As  be  entered  the  cabin,  ike  group  that  Mill 

crowded  around  Juliet  separated,  to  permit  liis 

iipproiu:h,   and   he   knelt  dowu  beside  her,  tx- 

\  amining  her  pulse,  and  watching  her  p^ful 

rcHpinition,  with  all  the  attentive  earnestnew  of 

'  pttatoral  charily. 

»*  Slie  i^  too  deliciite — fiir  loo  delicate,"  (odd 
[be,  Hhaking  his  head,  as  he  looked  «t  her,  "to 
I  suuid  limily  against  m  rude  a  shock." 

"  Aye,    that   n    it*    your    reverence,"    «d(l 

I  ^ridow  Martin ;  "  she  is  a  true  hidy,  as  I  say, 

your  reverence ;  and  where  shall  I  find  a  place 

lit  for  her,  poor  soul,  if  she  is  long  nick  after  her 

dron-ning  T' 

"  The  charge  must  not  Gill  upon  you,  widow," 
replied  the  good  minister.  *'  OikI  forhi<i  tlial  I 
idiould  forget  my  first  dutj'  at  such  a  moment 
f»  this ;  if  »be  were  as  coarse  and  homely,  as  shf 
u  3 
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Not  one  of  those  wh( 
cabin,  but  raised  their 
pnise  at  the  geoerous  cba 
minister;  bvt  tfae  good  i 
mqiuring  of  the  widow  M 
open  the  person  of  the  bI 
artide  that  might  lead  t 
rank  or  connezions. 

*'  I  was  in  too  bad 
reverence,"  replied  the  j 
tore  her  wet  rags  away  ft 
what  they  were  Uke,  or  n 
but  there  they  Hea,  if  yt 
out  any  thing  by  looking 

One  or  two   women, 
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dressed    according    to   their   station,   that    the 
vreoTtfr  wns  a  person  of  (li&liiictioii. 

*'  Poor  lady  !  she  has  not  been  used  to  hard- 
■hip,  tliat  is  easily  read,"  said  tlie  kinil-liearted 
iuini«ter. 

"  And  here,  your  reverence,"  rejoined  tlw 
widow  Martiii ;  "  here  is  a  pretty  tiling  slie 
had  lied  about  lier  neck  with  a  velvet  ribbon.  I 
made  fiee  to  cut  tlie  string,  for  it  was  twUted  in 
such  a  fasliioii,  that  I  tliougbt  it  might  hurt 
her." 

As  she  said  lliis,  slie  put  into  tlie  linuds  of  the 
clerg)-man,  a  large  locket,  »])len<li(lly  set  in 
diamonds.  He  iinmviliately  perceived  its  value; 
and  his  coinpiLS^ton  for  tlic  iM^iilifut  owner  was 
iiicreaM'd  by  feeling  the  terrible  contrast  of  her 
present  situation  with  the  wcttllh  and  luxury  to 
which  hLc  liud  probably  been  accustomed.  The 
tliickiioiis  of  the  locJtct  iudiicct)  him  to  suppose 
that  it  conluincd  Hume  trinket  or  memorial  be- 
iM^th  it«  brilliant  surface ;  ami  pressing  it  in  dif- 
ferent inaVi  to  find  tlic  bidden  spring,  it  suddenly 
opened  and  di»c>ivcrcd  a  gem  diU/Ung  in  brij^ht- 
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the  finest  diamonds.  Had 
wlio  lay  stretched  on  the  B 
revolting  from  defonnity 
been  bnmded  by  any  mark 
most  dearly  have  announcf 
in  the  helpless  condition  t 
duced,  the  pastor  of  Penlyn 
it  his  duty  to  help  and  con 
sight  of  this  glittering  s; 
he  abhorred,  his  very  bod 
The  look  of  tender  pity, 
tionate  admiration,  with  i 
regarded  her,  was  cfaaiige< 
and  of  scorn.  He  hid  the  < 
his  sight,  by  hastily  closinj 
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for  one  of  my  profession,  sciuidal  nnd  crimv.  1 
canitot  do  it;  Dor  tjiould  more  be  done  ljy  cuiy, 
than  may  suffice  to  «avc  her  life.  Nay,  I  know 
oot,  if  even  so  mudt  may  not  be  sin.  Which 
of  UH  &liali  say  tlutt  tlte  dreadful  liurricane  thut 
Itafl  wrecked  the  slitp,  vtm  not  nu«cd  by  His 
breallt,  to  keep  tike  liated  pestilence  from  our 
recovered  land?  She  did  not  come  xlone. — 
Think  not  that  tlie  teinpest  has  raged  in  vain. — 
The  ways  of  (i^xl  are  not  iilways  inscrutable  to 
lit*  tnie  scrviinb;  and  1  hi'ur  in  the  howling 
bUftt  tlial  I-  yi't  abroad,  a  voice  that  isays;  '  For 
you,  my  people,  have  I  done  tlii*!'^ — And  sluill 
I  Ubour  to  undo  Iti*  When  I  so  receive  the 
mercy  of  Hcjiven,  muy  it  be  turned  into  wmth 
against  me !" 

Having  said  these  u-ords  with  vehement  and 
most  sinceTc  earn<wtncsK,  he  prepared  to  leave 
tlie  hut.  llie  widow  Martin,  who,  in  common 
witli  all  tlie  ]iari»l),  did  her  Ix-st  to  hate  as  her 
pivttor  liau-d,  and  tu  tliink  and  believe  on  all 
points,  esacUy  as  be  tliought  and  believed' 
gradually   ceased,  as   he   spoke,  tlie  assiduous 


*-r«  dip  Wt  of 

wi  Be  «^u  I  «■  tsil 
ic«iKwe'f  wiD,  dw  I 
I  hmi  kr?  WIt  sb> 

I  went  iai 
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**  You  Iiavc  done  no  evil,  giiotl  witniaii ;  for 
we  walk  not  in  darknewt  ax  sipiulil}'  ii8  in  tli« 
li|fkt;  fear  nut  tliut  you  luivc  done  evil;  nor  need 
you  fear,"  he  continued,  custing  a  reluctaiif 
^ttuice  towards  Julivt,  "  tliat  you  ftliall  be  bur- 
dened long  witli  one  who  it  is  the  will  of  God 
slivuld  i)eri»li.  1  think  not  Owt  yon  pale 
idwlntor  can  live  tlirouf^h  tlic  night;  tOiould  it 
prove  (iiherwise — what  I  have  j^ven  you,  will 
obtain  lier  u  bed  to  lie  on,  »t  the  Anchor.  The 
trade  of  u  ]>ublicii)i  foriiidit  all  diiitinctions.  Tim 
Fmnklin  must  Cake  her  in." 

He  once  more  turned  towards  the  door  of 
ttie  cabin ;  but  a»  he  was  about  to  pass  it*  he 
WHS  Again  stopped ;  for  on  the  ihre^iold  lie  eu- 
countered  the  gnwlly  perwn  of  MlAtreiw  Mar- 
gwet,  who  had  gnteiou#ly  condescended  to  gnuit 
the  request  of  Uic  widow  Martin,  conveyed  to 
lier  by  Jack  NichoU,  and  was  come  to  8ee  tlte 
droMtied  woman,  mid  twcertnin  whether  or  not 
she  wsH  a  proper  object  to  recaroineiifl  to  tlio 
cliaritable  notice  of  Mr.  Justice  Oldham  and  bn 
lady.     The  vraJling-wonmn    stood   rei«pcctfully 


one  is  «aro  to  meet  j'l 
of  body  ']»  shv,  your 

"  The  body  w  mo»t 
ibe  minl-Mcr ;  "  btic," 
fully,  '*  fitv  is  oiitf  of 
our  (liity  to  VMtivvr,  v 
vonvvraoiL;  die  wrcW 
Mistii'««  MargwvL 

"  A  pKput,  your  ret 
diaritable  functionary, 
lecting  her  clt>tlie«  cl 
to  come  in  contact  witli 
a  bleiMtng  it  its  I  did  Ofl 
down   vritli   me !     Yvu 
Iww  fond  she  is  of 
Strang;  but  mercy  on 
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^liet  eyes  liad  fouinl  tlipir  way  iiiM  tli«  colta^p 
before  lior,  And  exptowetl  n  coiiM(l«nibU'  (ii'iri*i> 
of  curiof^ty  to  examine  further.  "  You  had 
better  not  <rnter — y«ii  can  do  no  good — luid  his 
worshi|i  wiiuld  not  tliink  the  better  of  you  for 
neeitifT  her,  nor  of  me  for  letting  you  do  it. 
So  turn  back,  Mistress  Mai^aret,  and  leU  your 
lady,  that  I  have  alrea<ly  done  what  is  needful." 

It  ia  possible  tlmt  Mistreaa  Mai^aret  mis^ht 
Lave  preferred  reporting  the  result  of  her  own 
personal  iiivesti^tion ;  but  to  expre.<«  any  such 
wish,  lifter  what  tlie  mlmster  bad  said,  was  quite 
out  of  the  (]iir«tion  :  so  taking  leave  of  widow 
Martin,  by  ii  slight  nod,  and — "  I  wUli  you  well 
rid  of  lier,  goo<l  wonmii,"  she  turned  her  steps 
t>4K*k  again  tli«>  Miiy  slie  came. 

Our  poor  Juliet,  meanwhile,  lay  perfectly 
unconsdoua  of  what  was  passing  round  her ;  she 
was  not  insensible,  but  a  strong  fever  had  already 
Kc-izi,-<)  upon  her ;  her  head  ached  intolerably, 
stnil  then)  was  a  general  confusion  in  her  sensa- 
tions which  left  licr  no  other  distinct  consdous- 
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Iiiyljii  man  amoi^st  t 
Gte :  bot  tbey  had  crept 
■■■iili  I  kad  pcoccetled  I 
mpgering  hCT,  and  poo 
kndf  left  wiik  kn  anwel 
ct«w^  «^  ttill  stood  site 

"  What  oo  Mitli  am 
DavkizB,'*  exdaimed  ske. 
ibe  door  bdund  hiin;  " 
MB  I  to  do  with  ber  ? — tr 
■■ed,  lookia^  at  her  hand 
the  sOrer,  "  here  is  a  ma 
■od  a  goodly  sum  it  is  for 
mj  fa»d, — but  I  don't  at 
help  me;    how  am  I  to 
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A  of  JuGet : — "  Poor  «ouI !  her  liand  burns 
like  a  coal  of  fire.  Go  and  ask,  since  it- is  tbe 
RUni»t«r'!t  will,  ^  and  stsU  if  Tim  can  Henil  to 
felcli  lier,  aii<t  I  will  bide  ihe  while  and  watch 
her." 

Uiilic-veil  by  the  sug^stJoa,  tJie  poor  woman 
wra]i[H-d  ber  cloak  about  her,  and  basiened  to 
obey  it,  while  the  person  Hhe  hail  l«ft  to  u-ulch 
Juliet,  drew  Dear  to  her,  withfcrlin^  widely 
rent  from  tliose  evince<l  by  all  who  had  left 
Her  first  act  was  to  kneel  upon  tlie  floor, 
and  pick  up  the  unfortunate  trinket,  whidi  poor 
Juliet's  reverence  for  the  memory  of  a  moiln-r 
she  never  knew,  hn<)  induced  her  to  retiun  con- 
stantly in  her  bosom,  though  licr  mind  Itad  long 
ceased  to  cling  to  it  as  an  object  of  religious 
obMrrwice.  The  old  wonian  hiid  either  narrowly 
wat4.'hed  tlic  manner  in  which  lite  minister  had 
oj>enc<t  it,  or  nhc  hail  been  previously  ^miliar  with 
some  similar  contrivance,  for  she  now  caused  it 
to  uncla«c  without  dilhcully,  and  having  guxed 
ttpon  it  for  a  moment,  slie  placed  it  on  a  stool 
which  stood  near,  and  turning  towsrds  it  on  her 
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"  Mary !  blessed 
my  weary  soul  iii 
vow !  Spurn  me  fc 
your  son  ^it  upon 
me  forth,  and  the 
upon  me,  if  I  do  not 
tect  this  blessed  lad 
must  be,  or  the  Virgin 
have  borne  her  up  u 
the  ana  of  my  bold  < 
her !  Blessed  she  is,  ai 

Then  closing  the  ca 

care  was  to  disentang 

had  been  su^ended; 

her  neck,  the  poor  wid< 

had  cut  it  in  more  thai 
i._ _i.i-  .r  k. 


lie  small  housewifery  treasures  of  tlic  poor 
widow,  and  pussiiig  it  thiuttgli  Uif  jcw<>lltf<1  ring 
of  the  locket,  she  again  secured  it  oroiuid  the 
neck  of  the  uiicoiiscioiH  Juliet 

Hnvii));  perfoniK-d  this  office,  which  slw  ooii* 
aidcred  as  iuliuib-ly  mure  important  towards 
OMuHug  tlie  wcllarc  of  the  patient,  tliaii  all  else 
Uuit  euulil  he  done  for  her,  tilie  employed  liemelf 
in  exiuniiiinK  tl"'  rlothi>8  whicli  hud  been  torn  off 
her,  to  iBcertuin  if  any  tliirig  were  left  that 
miglit  form  u  ganneiit  more  belitting  her  to  weal" 
tluui  ajiy  she  or  her  neiKhboura  could  be  ahle  to 
furnish  ;  anil  tlie  oUl  wumaii  lia<l  just  convinced 
herself  tlmt  by  a  little  ingenuity  much  might  be 
doue  with  the  fragraents,  when  the  widow  Martin 
returned  from  her  visit  to  the  landlord  of  tlie 
Anchor. 

"  He  won't  hear  a  word  of  it,  not  he,"  sbe 
exclaimed,  tin  .ihe  entered ;  "  no  papist  uor 
dyin^  woman  laliall  tlarken  hi»  doors.  So  says 
'I'iin  Franklin ;  and  he  holds  to  it,  though  I 
offered   him    more    tluui   half  the   money   (lie 


"^ti  I  have  no  oMctosli 
kt  TOD-  J«B  ibav,  wb 

••Ac  lUian  jrond 

;    wmd  if  jvn  vi 
UB  fsiy  ker  to 
^ikbat  1  en  fcr  b 


IW  kM  vord  WIS  no 
tb«»aftbe«ido 

to  RBCBbcT  «^ 

ktoifefcitta 
be.     K«v,  n 
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seoret,  and  when  none  but  eacli  otlipr  could 
limr  it. 

*rhou;jl»  iimtlw-r  Dawkiiis  Imd  the  rcjiiitntion 
tntftag  wme  of  her  n^ighboura  of  being  u  witch 
and  a  sorcerena,  tlie  widow  h«eitntod  not  to 
accept  her  friendly  offer.  Jem  wwi  iiguin  di»- 
palehed,  and  speedily  rcturDcd  with  t«-o  stout 
Comi&lt  men,  who  placing  considerable  lailh  in 
the  good  or  ill  will  of  mother  Dawkuis  townrda 
tbeiD  and  their  boats,  hud  obeyed  her  inimmons, 
as  §]ie  predicted,  at  a  moment's  wurning. 

*'  Now  tlien,"  said  the  old  woman,  "  let  us  do 
Ota  best  to  move  her  euy,  poor  houI.  You 
most  lend  uh  the  nig  too,  widow  Martbi,  and 
*ti»  by  that  they  must  cairy  her." 

**  And  who  will  pay  mo  for  another,  if  this 
is  toni,  as  'tis  like  enough  to  be — but  take  it, 
take  it — there's  no  help  for  it,  I  know," 

Juliet  bad  suiJt  into  a  sort  of  heai'y  slumber, 
and  bardty  opened  her  eyes  when  tlie  women 
approathed  to  arrange  the  blanket  rcHuid  her. 
All  that  the  extreme  po\erty  of  the  poor  widow 
could  ciuiblc  her  to  supply,  was  freely  lent,  M 


i.ini^M,  wbidi   diMrlmed    to   her   the  whole 

EtchedneM   of   her    most   forlorn    coikUiioii. 

rTlut  slie  became  al  length  fully  aware   of  all 

lier   miser)-,   and   yet  lived  to  bear  it,   prored 

h«T  constitutioo  was  as  strong  to  endure,  as 

tniiKl  was  susceptible  of  feeling  sufTeriRir. 

{et  even  amid.it  all  the  desolation  of  her  be* 

Ifeared  condition,  sJie  bad  still  mucli  kindness  to 

■  be  thankful  for, — The  brave  young  man,  who 

had  so  dauntlessly,  though  in  mn,  hazarded  his 

life  in  the  hope  of  preser%-ing  her,  was  as  zealous 

in  promoting  her  recovery,  and  contributing  to 

tier  comfort — if  the  best  that  could  be  done  for 

I  Iter,  under  stich  circumsUincvs,  could  deserve  tlie 

Insine — aa   his  pious  auiit,  wbo  bud  a  vow  in 

I  beaven  to  bind  ber  to  it. 

For  three  long  weeks  Juliet  lungnished 
tltrough  all  tlie  suffering  stages  of  a  nolent 
'  fever,  and,  rluring  that  time,  the  young  Cuthben 
gaved  oni'  half  of  his  daily  earnings  to  enable 
him  to  aMiitt  his  aunt  in  proriiling  what  their 
I  wmple  skill  thoujrht  best  for  lit-r.  The  old  woman 
was  an  excellent  nurse ;  and  ii  via  a»  much  lo  her 
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she  rorecmbered  tliat  elie  bad  mmmi  iLom  leave 
tltr  diip  ill  a  boal,  wtiicK  though  far  from  M'Ciirct 
'  Mt»  at  Itasl  iufiaitel^  morr  no  thoit  the  means  hj 
which  slic  liaci  herself  been  saved,  she  felt  that 
there  wntt  Htiil  a  hope  tliat  she  should  recover 
tlicm.  As  lier  slrengtli  increased,  she  related 
all  the<«e  particulars  to  Cuthbert,  and  he  ]iro- 
miiMKl  to  make  lauch  inquiries  alon;;  tlie  coHst  as 
uld  (tpeodily  vonfirm  her  hopes,  or  rUow  iluit 
fkc)'  must  be  abandoned  for  ever, 

(>f  tlie  MX  long  weeks  whicli  Juliet  posted  in 
thi<i  miserable  hovel,  the  one  during  which  Cuth- 
bert wan  absent  upon  tliis  inquiry,  was  iticona- 
parably  ihe  most  wretclied.  His  stay  «m 
ntly  leiigthcnett  by  having  followei)  a  wToiif^ 
fUreetion  at  setting  out;  and  »o  many  wrecks 
had  been  tlirown  n]ion  the  coast  during  the  late 
storm,  that  it  was  not  easy  to  particukrize  the 
one,  lo  which  his  inquiries  referred. 

At  lengtli,  however,  he  not  only  succeeded  in 
discovering  the  quarter  from  wliom  intelligence 
KBpeeUog  the  friends  of  JuUot  might  be  oV 


be  to  eommnniente  ttmn 
had  bi-en  nlxsciit  u{>on  tli 
<IayB;  aD<l,  by  his  own 
forth,  it  WW  not  likely 
tliree  at  the  very  fttrthest. 
droop«d  on  dii)  fourth  day) 
nes  of  delayed  hope,  luii 
fifth,  with  tlic  hourly  inc 
cipated  de«|Nur,  was,  on 
sixtJi,  which  was  tlie  pvrii 
fieMeA  at  tlie  door  of  tke 
woe.  A  high-backed  stu 
every  old  woman  in  Pcnlj 
for  many  a  year  the  pride 
Diin-itiiM,  was  now  app 
It  liad  been  drawn  by 
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clicor  too  tlie  pale  giri,  who  lookml,  ati<l  per- 
katMt  fell,  a»  if  shv  rvgrette<i  ihv  grave  «lie  liad 
•eeii  so  ti«iir  her. 

lo  ihin  cliuir  Juliet  was  »eatpd;  the  red 
ConiuOi  cloak,  of  liUtorical  reiiowti,  wrappml 
round  lier,  her  loii);  clnrk  luur  liati^n^  iieglecied 
upon  bcr  slioiililent,  unci  tier  heavy  eyes  fixed 
in  mournful  meiliration  u|M>n  the  sea,  when  C'utli- 
bcrt  suddeuly  appeare<i  before  her,  having  <le- 
sci-Diicd  from  the  cliff  l>y  a  |Mitli  immediiitely 
behind  tlie  c»l)i». 

It  i*  iinpoeoihle^  by  the  slow  drawtitt^  medium 
of  words,  to  eonvey  aiiy  wteiiof  the  electric  toitcli 
which  Jidiet  felt  tbrotif;h  ever)'  fibre  of  her 
frame,  us  she  caught  tlie  first  brij^bt  glance  of 
Culliliert's  eye.  The  inament  he  eaw  her,  he 
ttiok  off  his  hat,  and  waved  it  over  his  heinl.  It 
was  well  for  Juliet's  impatience,  tbiit  bi«  look 
and  action  were  such  as  miist  have  spoken  of  joy, 
to  every  nation  of  the  earth;  for  Cuthlicrt's 
English  nils  not  very  intelligihlc  toJnIiet,  and  il 
ofteii  required  a  multitude  of  qur^lioiis,  luid  much 
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Th<^  olii  woman  and  her  nephew  stood  by 
villi  silt-nt  rcvrrrncp,  as  lilic  performed  this  act 
of  g^ntttudi',  and  both  crossed  themselves  with  a 
i««iing  of  tliv  truest  sympatliy. 

'*  Show  me  a  hi-Tclic  that  will  do  as  much," 
snid  the  old  woman,  u»  «lic  iis^sted  Juliet  to  rise, 
"  'tis  a  pl«^<<urc  and  a  bk-SMng  to  serve  one  of 
tbe  true  faith,  I>al  before  you  asit  a  qacstion, 
or  bear  a  word,  pretty  one,  you  must  take  a 
np  of  my  comforting  tincture." 

Juliet  sosted  licnelf  witboiit  Rpedcinfr,  but 
the  Bweet  and  grateful  sniile  with  wbicli  sJie 
look  the  offere<l  refr»lin)ent,  made  itself  per> 
fectly  understood  by  her  kind  iiunie. 

Cntlibert  then  proceeded  to  narrate  h»  adven* 
tttrcs;  hu*  frequent  diaappointments,  and  hi» 
^mo^t  aluandoned  hopes,  were  recounted  at 
(^■fttcT  lenj^h,  thaii  it  is  necessary  to  repeat :  and 
the  sulwtance  of  tltat  part  of  bu  story,  which 
mtoml  Juliet,  amidst  want  and  penur)',  to 
bealtti,  ntreiigtii,  and  joy  unspeakable,  may  be 
given  in  a  few  words. 

Such  a  boat  as  Juliet  bad  described  to  Iiim, 
n2 


lliere  was  a  gentlemai 
appeared  very  Ul,  but  he 
the  twighbourhood,  and  ha 
vith  the  ironian  and  a  littii 
for  serenl  days.  During 
actrre  inquiries  had  been 
,  respecting  the  wredc ;  but  i 
accordii^  to  the  report  of  t 
erenr  sool  in  the  ship  had 
unhappily  the  case  with  m 
driven  upon  the  coast  durin 

After  hairing  this  sad  n 
declared  had,  by  what  he  <x 
to  drive  th«n  mad,  the  gen 
the  little  boy,  set  off  in  t 
where  they  were  gone,  he  c 

Who  cannot  imagine,  b 
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lier  &iicy  ? — luid  y*t,  tbougli  her  misery  was  over, 
ber  clifficiiltiea  were  not.  IIow  wa&  sbe  to  convey 
herself  to  tlie  house  of  her  uncle  ?  By  what  pos- 
sible means  could  nite  traverse  so  many  wear)' 
miks,  (for  llie  rnaN«ion  of  J-onl  Arlhorougli  was 
111  Muiimuiitbiihirp),  without  money,  and  with 
hanlly  clotlivH  su^vient  to  cover  ber?  And  yet, 
Ktntitire  to  siy,  tlio  fintt  m^ult  tif  lier  incHiitatioii 
upon  Uiis  journey,  and  her  mnuisof  mnkingit — 
vng  a  luuf^h.  Hope  and  hvaltli,  incomparably^ 
the  most  prccioii.'*  gfifw  of  Heaven,  hud  long  been 
strangers  to  her,  and  tbouk;h  lalterly  itbe  fell 
some  watering  aiKl  uitcerlain  indications  of  iheir 
return,  tlie  hist  few  days,  by  again  wilhilrawing 
one,  had  rendered  the  otlier  value le»  and 
unheeded;  but  now  sb«  folt  tlieir  united  in- 
fluence on  every  object  she  looked  upon,  and  thv 
prunpect  of  priviition,  hardship  and  fatigue, 
ftcened  but  n  jest,  while  the  hiippiucM  slic  antici- 
pated, tOtone  ta  lirightly  bt-yond  it.  When  tbe 
question  of  vr:iy<t  and  means,  liowever,  came  to 
be  dincussed,  mother  Duwkiiis's  matter-of-fact 
slatcRicnts  of  ihv  difficulties  before  her  were 
h3 
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tB  tnnp  any  anloiii,  \«m  eofrgctir  i 

Mf  IfWB* 

Poor  Joliet  had  ^ven  all  her  wealth  Ut  puf 
ehws  Emdooi,  but  she  well  knew  thai  ahe  ni^fat 
•■fcly  promiae  payment  Ixryaml  tlifir  nanotl 
hopeSf  to  ker  poor  frietuK  if  thcycouUdevwik 
tMBna  of  rachini;  Ariboroi^  Castle.  NdtWr 
mother  Dawkiiw  nor  Cuthbcrt  donbtisl  for  la 
instant  the  Inilfa  i>f  Wr  pnunwet,  but  liow  lo 
Aeserve  ili«ir  fulliliDriit  «-».'«  llif  difficulty.  , 

"  Coold  we  bm   yei   tii  K-xelvr,  Crtitliben.'l 
said  the  old  mmtan;  "could  ir«  get  a  sight  of 
our  f^ood  Father  Clifford,  poor  kirI  peneeoied 
M  he  doobtless  is,  ia  tbcse  bard  tinei;,  I  lUifc 
he  wonid  da  much  to  lit-lp  uic" 

"  Doubt  it  not,"  replied  her  nephew ;  **  1  in 
dure  he  would  do  much — and  enough  too  fa 
Uwt  matter,  for  Catholic  gentlemen,  bad  » 
they're  ofT,  are  not  obliged  to  be  so  much 
aiiliamed  of  tlw  Voyte  as  a  Catholic  fishennui. 
Itut  U£  you  Hay,  mother,  how  are  we  to  ^et  to 
Exeter?  nnlrss"  be  continued,  almost  in  a 
whinper,  and  with  lite  air  of  oue  who  is  teiicb- 
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iug   OH  a  very  d«lic«t«  •oliject;    "unit 
prvlt)-  inUtrf«8  Jullpt  woulit   consent  to  go  in 
Su.i)hrti  FoixI'h  iitihiiig'-Miiack  to  To|)«Jiiun  f 

Juliet,  w1m>  was  listening  with  tlie  must  vagiT 
attrnttoti  to  what  they  satd,  p«rf«cll('  undenttMNl 
the  proposal  of  Cutlibrrt,  luid  the  <It'lic3itr  euJ^xir 
of  her  cheek  lad^d  in  a  moment. 

"  The  sea !  oh,  not  itie  8ea  I"  «he  cxclnimnl, 
piteodsly. 

"  I  thought  so,"  n-joined  C'liliiberr ;  "  I  «*» 

sure  fthc  could  not  abid«  the  idea  of  it aiid 

yet,  wliat  w«'  iLTV  to  <lo  for  her  without  it*  k  fur 
more  tliaii  I  urn  utpable  to  tay." 

After  this  day,  Jidiet  ni|>tdl}'  reonvrvd  hi-r 
strength,  but  her  im)>iitiencc  uicreosed  Itutcr 
still,  ami  at  llie  end  of  llirre  diiyit  nhv  gnivvly 
informed  tnotbor  Dawkins  tltiil  asIip  frit  iHTfi-cily 
able  to  undorrake  the  journey  to  tlxcter  on  foot. 
if  C'ulbbert  would  attend  bor;  at  tlie  sajm-  tiin*. 
repeittin^  Iter  assurjiicv  tliat  Im  time  and  trouble 
should  lir'  ]iiii(l  fur,  m  bx  m  moiie)'  could  repuy 
such  kindue^. 

s  4 
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When  she  dcckred  l>w  resolution  on  iLc  fol- 
lowing iRoruitig,  CuUibert  uiteretl  an  exclama- 
tion of  delight:-- 

"  Tbat's  a  fine  girl  1  1  love  your  spirit, 
mi&trcss  JuHi-L,  mid  I'll  ctigugu  for  it,  you  mIihII 
bt  rewarded  with  m  pretty  a  run,  os  ever  boat 
made;  the  moon's  just  right  for  it,  tbe  winda 
ire  blown  by  for  one  while,  and  Stephen  Ford's 
bpat  LI  fit  for  a  queen,  aye,  if  it  was  our  holy 
queen  Mary  herself." 

The  preparation!*  of  Juliet  were  noon  made ; 
that  which  took  her  longetil,  was  a  nsit  of  grate- 
fill  feeling  to  the  widow  Martin.  lliU  poor 
woman  had  watclied  lier  recovery  with  much 
interest,  though  at  a  distance,  and  not  all  hvr 
veneration  for  the  minister,  nor  her  hatred  to 
tlie  Pope,  cutdd  prevent  ber  lutiking  at  tlie  beau- 
tiful creature  slie  had  preserved,  witli  very  sen- 
sible pleasure. 

It  was  ver)'  new,  and  very  painfid  tn  Juliet, 
after  receiving  sudi  st-rviecs,  to  be  <ililigi.Hl  to  siiy 
farewell,  without  leaving  any  token  of  the  gmti- 
tude  ehe  felt ;  and  it  would  have  been  more 


'■^ 


tnnket  t&erem  desGnt>efL 

Need  we  now  follow  Jul 
Monmouthshire?  Need  we  i 
for  Cuthbert  and  herself  a 
(though  less  suitable  in  its 
rank,  than  to  his),  than  eith 
at  Penlynn  ?  Or  may  we 
her  duffle  gown,  and  clean  < 
the  gates  of  her  noble  kinsn 


CUAFIER  XLIL 


Mjr  pUnicniu  jojii  w«iiioii  ia  AiIoeH,  Mck  w  hid*  iliun- 
wlv«  in  (trope  of  (nmw. 


Juliet  arrii-ed  at  the  statel)-  mansion  of  li«r 
maternal  once&ton,  ntounted  upon  a  pUlion,  be- 
bind  the  faithful  Cuthbert;  and  thougb  this 
spectacle  was  not  likely  to  produce,  in  those 
days,  exactly  the  same  effect  as  it  might  do  in 
our  own,  it  was  such,  joined  to  the  hnmble  garli 
of  the  travellers,  as  to  induce'the  porter  at  the 
pailt  lodge  to  indicate  liie  road  wlucli  led  to  the 
officen,  a*  tliat  which  tliey  were  lo  pursue. 

The  agitntion  of  Juliet,  during  these  last  mo- 
tneiits  of  expectation,  was  painfully  violent. 
Were   Hubert   and   Geraldiiic    indeed    there  i 


1 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^r        being  tlie  mo^t  desolutv 
^                        filic  was  welcomed,  cborll 
^^^^^^^1                                     patli  iliey  had  b< 
^^^^^^H                         tlittm  into  tbe  court-yiil 
^^^^^^^B                         tremliling  tones 
^^^^^^^^                      of  tlw  grooinv  eropUtyod 
^^^^^^H                         dine  d'Albftno,  won-  cun 
^^^^^^1                         loud   barking  of  suiidr 
^^^^^^^1                         mada  piu-l  of  the  establu 
^^^^^^^H                         (i  Wbo        you 
^^^^^^H                          ibe  n)4»i,  taking  bold  of. 
^^^^^^P'                         ing  biinaelf  to 
^^^^^^^^1                           "            you  must 
^^^^^^■'                         replied ;  "  'tis  bardlv  likdj 
^^^^^^^||                       hare        or          Iicr-."  1 
^^^^^^^M^^^^^^^^  The  gruuiu  stepped  oH 
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In  this,  pcrlinpH,  »bv  did  not  well  sucooc-d,  and 
ber  strong  torvjgti  accent  would  liitve  rrndcrcd 
her  words  almmtt  uniiitclligiblvifslie  had.  But. 
in  the  pri'wcnt  cusc,  tliis  mthiT  ussi»ti-d  thun  im- 
peded htT  object,  for  tlur  iiiai)  rcpliwl  :— 

"  1  iiiidrrstand — you're  from  foreign  parts — 
yuu  hud  [)i-Mt  dismount,  and  I'll  cull  our  slewurd 
to  itpKik  to  you." 

Ciitlibcit,  ghid  enough  to  quit  his  horse,  of 
whoxc  trot  lie  hud  hud  somctliing  more  tliun 
enough,  iuniiedlatcly  obeyed,  and  aasisting  Juliet 
to  descend  from  her  pillion,  phteed  hci  upon 
u  ittoiu^  bcncli  beside  tlic  door.  (ler  heart 
swelled  ulmost  to  bunting  ut  this  delay — but 
there  was  no  help  for  it.  In  a  few  minntoi,  a 
stately  personage,  dn-ssod  tit  deep  mourning, 
came  from  tlie  houMe,  iuid  iul<lreMed  her : — 

**  What  is  your  busineiss,  young  woman  ?" 

•*  Lady  Gcraldiue — "  faltered  poor  Juliet, 
utterly  incapable  of  pronouncing  another  wonL 

"The  lady  Genildine  •"  replied  the  pompous 
!)teward;  "  I  doubt  not,  young  woman,  that  you 
umy  be  from  her  country,  and  she  may  perhaps 


**  No,  no,  no,"  cri^l 
will  not  watt — lead  in»fl 
Th«re  was  n  gottd  ileolv 
fiRutinn  in  tli«  tnatiucr  1 
moil  lo«ko<l  rather   puztl 
l>ul  wlivtlier  lie  woaiA  h 
ill  favour  of  lier  imjw 
when  «  damscU  slao  d( 
wbum  curioMly  liml  Ant 
■nn  o(  Juliet,  «xclumii 

'*  Cotne  with  me,  col 
fUnw — "  himI  ihtf  livel 
after  her,  Imviiig  the  t 
iniuiy  otiicr  domesUas  l 
lt>  fpien  m  tlicy  cnitli 
Alice  oMilil  mMiu" 
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which  was  ft  AonT.  Hrrv  the  girl  nopped,  tiiid 
kDockivl.  Juliet  h^sud  do  sniiiiil  hi  ati-tiri-r,  hut 
tiie  door  was  opetit-t],  and  nhv  saw  »i>vi-r«l  fifjiiri,*!^  in 
lllack.  A  fcmalv  fr»in  umori^t  rhem  niii^ht  her 
eye;  sh«  »t^^T<.Hl  furunird  into  tJic  room,  and 
Btretchiiig  out  Uk't  iirms  towiinfe  her  vxcloinied  :— 
"  Mia  Zia !" 

Her  titrcntrth  thott  touilly  faih'd  her,  and  slie 
fell  altnont  pru»i(r»Io  on  the  grouiuL 

I'lii-  gronp,  who  ritsht-d  townnU  her,  coriuHted 
of  Lord  Arlhorou^h,  hU  niece,  and  b'u  son. 
Juliet  had  not  lost  her  senset),  and  though 
sobhuiir,  hreatlilesH,  and  bewildered,  she  lasted 
the  full  tide  of  joy  that  ru§hed  upon  her.  Fond 
ariD!)  were  twined  around  her — her  pale  cheeks 
aiid  lips  were  prcased  by  tender  kisses — her  loved 
name  was  uttered  again  and  a^n,  in  atl  the  ac- 
cents tliat  cmuld  best  speak  love,  aitd  »lie  felt  and 
lieard  it  all  in  the  fulness  of  cxiacy,  but  witlioul 
attempdng  to  move  or  to  speak  in  reply. 

Though  fatigue  and  recent  ilhi««  h»d  so  much 
weakened  Juliet,  lltat  it  was  »he  who  seemed  to 
•ink  iindvr  tlie  strung  einotioa  of  that  bappyi 


I 


slie  Ind  been  occupied  fi 
the  delidous  scene  that 
but  tkey  lud  mourned  In 
die  tremendoos  re\'ulsio 
swelled  tbdr  hearts  to 
stronger  than  the  reason 
bear.  The  emotion  of  J 
not  be  soch  as  theirs,  but 
timent  in  which  neither 
Such,  he  remembered,  ^ 
sudi  the  age  of  his  bek 
years  befwe  she  had  qui 
low  her  husband  to  Italy. 
reo^ections  of  all  that  ah 
lorelinesa,   her  gentle  g 
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'  too  great  lo  I>i-ar  witliout  K»fl«riug,  lo  the 
quiet  assuraiiw  of  rvally  posMMuui^  all  tli«y 
be«l  nil  c^rlli,  would  i-xcci-d  the  short  space 
low  left  inc.  It  wiks,  IwwprtT.  before  they  bad 
ch^-d  lliw  state  of  calm  and  reasonable  bappi- 
tluit  a  circumstance  occurred,  which,  for  otd 
lintuQct'  sidic,  must  not  be  omitted. 
Beyond  the  wiloon  in  whicli  the  sceite  above 
cribed  took  platx',  wat  anotlifr  iiparlin<>»l,  iu 
which  sat  poor  Moi^rmitt-,  who.  Tor  his  faiUifid 
uf  ber  tbey  bail  ileemt^d  luHt  for  ever,  was 
■ted  by  GoralditK'  uixl  I^Iiiliori,  mlber  3W  u 
ebild  of  ihfir  bousf,  tlian  il*  a  servant. 

In  this  room  the  litll«  page  waa  placed,  for 
he  performance  of  mine  sli};hl  task  that  haul 
•a  givttti,  in  the  b<rpe  of  amiisiii)r  biui ;  fgr  in 
tmth  be  tnottrned  )»•*  niistreas  with  no  eoinmun 
sormw.  1I!h  wonti-d  ^dety  bad  quid-  fonuki-ii 
him,  and  bv  cn-pt  iilicuil,  mil  likt-  the  itpirit — but 
jthe  ti{iirit-furMd:(rii  likviu^sx — of  bis  former  wlf. 
Itdiet  liad  been  raiseit  in  thi;  onus  of  Hubert, 
did  phieed  upon  a  coucli,  he  was  kneeling  ut 
Br  feet,   willi  his  urois  folded  rouiid  lier,  and 
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ttoii.  »n<l  crowned  Iiis  delight  by  telling  him  thjit 
she  Jiad  wvpt  for  joy,  upon  hearing  him  d*- 
flcrib«>rl  HA  one  of  those  who  came  sttfoly  to  sliorc 
in  the  boat. 

MoTgniit<!  woiih)  willingly  have  kissed  the 
haiid  of  his  mistres*  in  testimony  of  hii»  grati- 
tuile — hut  he  could  not  find  even  u  finger,  that 
was  not  ciielnsud  in  the  gnwp  of  iiflVclion ;  he, 
th*Tffore,  ciHitvnted  him«clf  hy  hei*t«wing  the 
snltitution  on  tl^-  hem  of  lior  duffle  robe,  »nd 
tlK'ri  springing  on  his  feet,  he  rail  out  of  tli« 
room. 

Though  he  was  well-beloved  by  them  all, 
tliey  were  at  thi«  moment  hiurdly  conscious  that 
be  had  left  them — but  ten  minutes  afterwarda 
dieir  attention  w^as  called  to  him  by  his  re> 
Appearance  in  the  saloon,  elotliixl  in  the  fiuled 
r«mnant«  of  Uie  coloured  Anas,  wliich  he  hud 
worn  when  escaping  fW>m  the  vrreck.  At  the 
gaiety  of  thix  fanciful  gurb  had  suffered  from 
refiealed  murine  *<prinl<l!ng»,  ^lurgitnte,  to  re* 
iwir  the  losti  of  il;<  original  eoloure,  hiul  coued 
Alice  to  bestow  sundry  knriti!t  of  bright  ribbon. 


■R  ^appr  opoD  t 
I»rd  Hobm  i 
pwLDu^  w^K^  be  had  si 
^Jm&cc  and  -»*'*'«g  d 
HM  km  Uek  abvre  U* 
-  By  bearen,  Mor^ 
tmm^wB.  who  tesoBcs  tl 
DB  have  not  been  &* 
WBzatie. — TbciT  is  dt  d< 
wTtb  Bsn  sin  wTt  npo 
■T  tymi  GeTaUine,  vii 
bfr  irrannd  trcKnre,  i 
cmnL  le$i  any  ooe  sbool 
saay  asain. — Then  tben 
CMidanrd,  «etdiig  tbe  ] 
aeain  approacbin^  her,  ** 
B  a  iiamtx.  or  a  Ulr  o 
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is  it  thuK  wo  welcome  her — I*  fiir  ooe,  will 

follow  the  boy's  lesson." 

Hubert  tore  tke  weepers  from  liU  wrist,  u  be 
spoke,  and  vas  liastenln^  out  of  the  room,  to  rid 
himself  of  his  bateftil  garb,  when  some  idc* 
8«emed  to  cross  his  mind,  which  iixlucrd  bim  to 
request  L.-Mly  GeraUlioe  would  permit  his  speak- 
ing to  her  alone,  for  a  single  moment. 

"  Unreasonable !"  she  exciaimed,  yet  slie 
immediately  ro«e,  and  followed  liim  out  of  the 
room. 

Their  conference  vnn  e>hort,  but  on  returning, 
tboy  found  that  I^nl  Arlborough  hud  luken  tlie 
vacant  nent  htMe  .hiliet,  on  tlic  couch,  and  waa 
ttpeakiiig  to  her  wtlh  a  conntcnance  tlwt  nliowed 
Ktron^r  emotion : — 

'*  My  dcurcst  futlter,"  czdsbiK^l  th«  young 
man,  **  yon  are  engaged  exactly  as  I  would  monl 
wish  to  sec  you — and  yet — 1  do  Iiuinbly  beg 
and  intreat  that  you  will  retire  with  me  for  a 
liort  space." 

'  **  Unreasonable !"  said  Lord  Arlhorougli,  gaily 
repeating  the  exclunialion  of  his  niece,  but  he 


Jiili*!  all  tht"  way  fre 
Biages  by  which  the 
proc«p<),  knocked  up 
UiTv  thoy  rciK-licd  Un 
fiUtnitcc  cif  ntilv  ten 
wiO,  tlicrcfoTc,  ut  an 
tluit  th«y  arrivod ;  a. 
that  of  diiinor,  eve 
ing  hwl  alrvadr  diMipi 
ib  M-ell  as  from  I 
hoiiM'UftUL  Morev 
mhlr,  till*  noble 
time  to  expresB,  to 
■HMUe  of  l)i4>  uhligHti 
fiiniily.  Though 
plimsure  of  aiiavi 
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Cutlibcrl  vtt»  too  ini[iuti«iit  to  cIW|i1uy  tlii>  incre- 
diblc  nmoiint  of  tJip  reward  h*  liiul  received,  for 
liw  nunl,  for  himself,  mid  for  the  widow  Miirtin,  to 
coiitiiuie  ut  Arlboroitgh  un  hour  loii^vr  tlmii  wm 
nec^Mary  to  refresh  his  liorse.  Accordingly,  lie 
set  out  on  hill  return  iinmedintcly  ufCer  tlie 
noon-day  mcnl,  benring  with  biin  the  thanks 
and  blcMingfi  of  the  whole  liiinily,  and  such  a 
miD  of  monev  to  boot,  m  eomplvtely  o\'er> 
turned  the  crab  trade  of  widow  Mardii,  n)akiii)r 
Iter  and  her  boy  the  owneTH  of  a  boat,  and  pfcni^- 
nl  merchnnts  of  fiftli,  »9  heretofore :  while  it 
caused  mother  Dawkinii  lo  leave  lier  hut  at 
Penlynn,  for  a  comfortable  lodging;  at  Exeter, 
in  the  hon§e  of  a  diwrreet  and  secret  profeKMor,  <tf 
what  she  ever  denominated  t)ie  true  faitli.  A»  in 
Culhbert  himself,  he  became  captain  of  a  ve-iwl, 
as  beautiful  an  tliat  which  had  conveyed  him  and 
hLi  fair  companion  from  Penlynn  toT<^Kham; 
bi'  called  her  The  Ji'likt,  and  hts  Inck  with 
her  was  no  great,  that  before  the  end  of  tlino 
years  there  were  no  In*  than  six  Nhi|t  Juliets 
employed  upon  the  wesiem  eonAt  nf  Ei^land, 
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not  to  l>c  ilisnppoiiit«d.— **  In  the  moan  time,  do 
not  fear  that  you  ^ould  be  seen,  Juliet. — By  tlie 
way.  cousin  Geialdine,  she  does  uoi  look  so  much 
amiss  in  this  little  brown  jacket,  as  one  might 
have  expected !" 

Before  they  left  the  terraced  giarden,  where 
this  pa«ed,  l^rd  Hubert  called  Morj^ante  from 
the  house  lo  follow  them,  and  thus  attoiidetl, 
they  set  forth  upon  their  walk.  The  [mth  they 
chosc^  led  Uirough  u  grove  of  oaks,  uhieli, 
though  now  entirely  leafless,  were  still  beautiful, 
from  tlieir  majestic  size,  and  the  line  turf,  whidi 
llie  deer  kept  so  closely  shorn  beneath  ilicm. 
At  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  cattle, 
they  caiii«  in  sight  of  a  small  gothic  lodge, 
wlticli,  though  humble  in  its  dimensions,  when 
compared  to  the  noble  ca^tltf  to  whidi  it  M'cmed 
an  a|)piiidage,  had,  noverthulvKN,  the  »)>p4'amncv 
of  being  the  residence  of  a  gentleman.  Lord 
Huht>rt  approached  the  gate,  aiul  upeiic<l  it  fur 
thdn  lo  pai«  through  :— 

"  You  Hurely  are  not  taking  ine  to  make  a 
vitiil  ?"  laid  Juli«t,  drawing  back. 
o2 


TSK  ABBESS. 


"  C«tainly,  not  •  rish  of  oerentony.  Jali^i."  »- 
plietl  herauni;  ''wvslnlloalycsllbere  feraiiu>- 
meat,  to  inquire  lor  the  health  of  a  youngcbSd." 

Juliet's  reluctance  to  appear  was  not  attag 
enough  to  make  h«r  say  any  more  on  the  subject, 
and  »lii.-  foDuwt-d  Iter  aunt  into  the  boose,  tbe  itm 
of  which  yielded,  with  the  ease  of  rustic  cotA' 
deODCi  to  tbc  hand  of  Lord  Hui>ert.  No  serrsot 
a|i)>earc<L  to  umounce  ihem,  neither  did  tber 
■com  to  vrisik  for  any.  Geraldine  stiU  led  thr 
myi  ami  entered  a  handsome  parlour,  in  which  a 
bright  lire  was  burning  on  the  hearth— near  it 
atood  a  tabU*}  on  which  lay  a  ricti  relfet  cnshioa, 
and  rdling  upon  it,  witli  band»  and  feti  ifl 
catching  and  springing  togellier,  with  ilw  d«Ii^ 
of  being  pla)'ed  with,  wa^  a  lovrly  in&ntt 
patently  abtHit  thrve  or  four  months'  old. 
onp  »i<le  of  liiiD  stood  a  toll  elegant  looking 
gazing  on  the  boy  witb  all  the  delighted  pride 
of  a  young  iiitbcr.-~On  ibe  other,  with  her 
arm  thrown  over  the  cushion,  to  pr«^'ent  the 
possibility  of  an  accident  from  the  <i>ort,  nr 
seated  a  lady  of  uncommon  U.-ftutjr.     Herfra« 
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turcR  were  largv,  but  extiuisitely  r^ilnr,  and 
lie  full  (Ifirk  vya  she  ruiscd  iipmi  tliem,  as  thoy 
enU'red,  hud  u  rich  and  brillliint  lustre,  which 
more  tlian  atoned  for  the  dark  hue  of  her  com- 
plexion. 

She  rose  from  her  seat  to  welcome  them,  but 
ere  she  hod  made  a  second  step  in  ad\'ance,  she 
stopped,  and.  fixing  her  eyes  upon  Juliet,  the 
brightest  flush  rmhed  to  her  neck  and  eheckit 
that  ever  warmed  an  olive  tinctured  skin  into 
perfect  beauty.  "  Can  it — oh,  can  it  be  hei^ 
■elf?"  she  cried,  still  immoveably  gating  upon 
her.  There  was  something  in  the  voice  uhich 
tttruck  the  heart  of  Juliet,  but  the  penou  of  the 
beautiful  wonitui  before  them  nm  totally  un- 
known to  her ;  and  she  turned  to  Oeraldine  for 
the  ex pUi nation  of  a  scene  m  entirely  un- 
intelligible. 

"  Juliet  d'Albuno  I"  again  exclaimed  the 
stranger,  "  do  not  you  know  the  creature  you 
saved? — have  you  quite  forgotten  Camilla?" 

"  Camilla  V   echoed   Juliet,   "  Camilla  I   can 

you  be  my  tliin  and  pale  Camilhi  ? — and  is  this 
o  3 
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wiUiilrew  her  arms,  which  were  stretched  out  to 
take  it,  saying,  "  It  is  jour's  too — it  is  your 
own,  sweet  la<ly,  as  much  as  it'  you  were  tlie 
mother  of  it.  God  grant  I  may  live  to  see  you 
reM-arded  for  tlie  deed  tliat  saveil  its  precious  Ul'e, 
1^  having  as  lovely  a  one  of  your  own  !" 

The  bliLsluiif^  Juliet  hud  the  child  on  the 
kaccs  of  iu  rootlter,  white  Lord  Hubert  ex- 
claimed, laufthiiig,  "  How  well  Jncintha  pruyii, 
-~Fathvr  I^nrciice  was  nolliiiig  to  her." 

Itwouldhodiflii-ult  to  imagine  a  happier  party 
of  friends,  tliaii  lliat  formetl  liy  Uie  iithiibitmiis 
of  Arlborough  castle  and  ArIlK>rougli  loil^rf, 
Hope  for  tlie  future,  remetnbnuice  of  the  pust, 
present  cnjayment,  and  f<H:mer  HulToring,  all 
unileil  (o  knit  tliem  (ogetlier,  by  (i<.>«  ax  delight- 
litl  as  tliey  were  enduring. — GeraJ'line  and  LonI 
Hubert  boil  the  itatisfuction  of  tctnng  Juliet  bt-- 
come  every  day  more  dear  to  Lord  Arlboraugli, 
and  her  attachment  to  him  «oon  bccamv  all  tlial 
her  affectionate  heart  hud  longed  to  feel  for  Ii4>r 
father. 

Ko  two  people  coultl  l>e  lew  alike,  ccrtaiidy, 
o4 
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I  to  Juliet  it  aflorded  a  plraaure  not  only  new, 
bat  perfectly  iinexpedetl.  Klie  liiul  no  notion 
that  llie  fatlier  of  lu<r  lover,  lit  tli«  »<l\*ann^  ufr<> 
of  throe-scort-  ywire  luid  t^-ii,  could  liave  aroiised 
Uer  &(rulti«.-8,  an-alcouvd  litr  ambition,  and  sti- 
miilatot)  hcT  induxtry,  solely  from  the  hope  of  be- 
oomiiig  more  <Ie4crvtii{B;  of  tlie  valuable  privilege 
of  hi«  vonvcnuition.  It  seemed  hardly  possible 
that  «urh  ii  state  of  things  could  admit  of  im- 
provement, but  Lord  Hubert  thought  otherwise, 
•nd  itflCT  allowing  u  few  weeJu  to  the  perfect 
re«C»ratinii  of  her  htiahli,  the  enlivening  of  her 
spirits,  and  the  l1st»bliJ^lling  her  fimdy  in  tJic 
affvetioii  of  hi«  father,  he  ventured  to  tell  Juliet, 
that  he  had  been  ennsulling  with  her  aunt,  re- 
specting (he  day  Uiat  Nhould  be  fLiedon  for  their 
marriage. 

"  The  tlitgliHli  tadics  do  not  mairy  till  they 
are  nineteen — or  eighteen,  al  the  least,  Hubert 
— 1  am  an  English  woman  now,  and  I  must 
follow  their  customs." 

"  Of  course,  Juliet,  if  you  insUt  upon  it,  you 
must  be  the  penwn  to  fix  the  day  that  shall  make 
05 
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sidcrable  emotioD ;  "  and  pray,  my  Lord  Hubert," 
alio  rantiniied,  "  who  was  it  put  it  into  her  Iteatl. 
that  suck  v«ry  indecorous  liaHte  could  be  pos- 
sible ?  Yet  I  abouUt  like  very  much  to  be  mar- 
ried oil  his  birth-day ;  Bud  I  will  agree  that  so  il 
■hall  be— next  year." 

Ix)rd  Hubert  did  not  reply,  but  giring  her  a 
repr(Ktcliful>  tliough  halt-hiugliing  glance,  left 
tlie  room.  Before  she  could  quite  decide  wluit  be 
racAiit  by  tliift,  he  re-onterod,  accompaniod  by 
Lord  A rl borough. 

"  Juliet,  my  love,"  said  the  old  mun,  Kitting 
down  bokide  her ;  "  do  jou  remember  our  ouii- 
venation  of  last  uiglit,  on  tlie  nature  of  true 
wiMlotn  !" 

'*  V'm,  my  dear  lord,"  khc  replied ;  "  I  Iwve 
not  foTgoHen  a  word  you  sattl." 

"  Are  you  sure  of  that  ?" 

"  Indeed  I  am." 

"  Then  you  remember  my  saying,  and  you  all 
Itgreed  wiiU  me,  that  there  was  no  difference  be- 
tween man  mid  man  so  great,  as  timt  whivfa  leait<i 
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ishly  looks  at  it,  doubts  of 
tbrows  it  afflde  as  worthies 
profit  by  it,  till  the  circums 
a  blessing  have  cbaoged,  ai 
only  remains  to  swell  his  i 
and  regrets." 

"  1  not  only  remember  tl 
uncle ;  but  I  am  very  sure  tl 
it  for  ever." 

"  Do  you  think  the  obser 

"  Indeed  I  do." 

"  Then   why,  Juliet,    do 

poniug  till  1  may  be  no  n 

would,  I  am  sure,  be  alway 

more  pleasure  if  I  witnessed 

Wholly   conquered.    Juli 
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should  witness,  rik)  h\e^  my  iinioit  witli  Lord 
Hubert,  is  the  6nt  and  dearesl  vriali  of  ray 
hoirl." 

Though  bridal  aiiita,  in  the  days  of  Queen 
ElizaWdi,  wen?  not  constructed  witli  the  easy 
r^idity  with  whidi  they  are  manuliictiircd  ut 
prewot,  the  preparations  for  Jidiet's  nuptials 
were  suBiciently  splc^ndid  to  hnvc  satisfied  any 
ludy,  of  any  age. 

The  Couittt«s  di  Mondcllo  was  the  mnin  sprin^i; 
of  a  thousand  prelty  fancier,  by  which  llie 
happy  day  was  <lecoratcd ;  nin)  the  union  of  the 
cousins  furnislied  a  subject  of  disciis»iou  and  ad- 
mintlion,  not  only  to  the  town  of  Arlborough, 
but  to  all  the  fair  county  of  Motunouth,  ha  and 
lieu*. 

Then)  was  mucli  uf  lutppiness,  tnudi  of  heart- 
felt hihirity,  in  the  festivity  which  attended  this 
splendid  union ;  hut  tJie  delicious  ealm,  that  fol- 
lowed after  the  ten  da)-s  of  public  reioieiiifr  were 
over,  was  better  still. 

The  winter  passed  away;  a  eummcp  of  peace 
and  hope  followed,  and,  on  the  fir«l  day  of  No- 
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tkr  BodMr  «f  •  Ivnljr  bf. 
fives  of  I^y  Gnal&iK  ud 
leefli  ■■rLrd  br  mrd*  tai 
TW   mder  m  alrcidr 
«iifc  iW  a>tf  iBiKrr  of  the  fotmtt,  and 
caeenevi  orcBnncn  of  oet 

BM  M  aCT    lOiCW   oral   BMKI 

Ifis  fint  soim  WM  Uk  winy 
I  «f  hi*  aatter,  and  l^  cnUK 

fcv  ■(»  rf  ktmsoUa  Elated  tkea 
«<raA«  anlr  i  iiiBlili  iiii  fartUdMp 
AMhraiwaed.  He  rnvriod  lato  in  life.  ■■ 
to  alUy  tW  wadwt  «f  Ikwe  <Hh»  bmd  tte 
^firect  Hoe  (^  UsiBOeiU  taeesbouU  {•«  aa 
diD  6«B  any  JacfiMdaa  of  bm  own.  {Ik  «i 
iGad  n>«  yvn  afterlfarir  muria)^,  laniigy 
•  8DB,  who  hadUeedbcMi  dw  ctaf^  tW  kafi 
anddMoanfiat  of  Uiage.  Bttt  il  «a*  nov  « 
d^  Lord  Arltwnogfa  enjoyod  t^ 
h^yinT.  -rhii^  he  »  be«  famed 
ffmWnr  awl  Jailc*,   Hubert   and 
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formod  B  drelc  round  him,  boyonri  u-liicfa  lie 
cand  noi  to  look ;  except,  indeed,  towards  Ca- 
milla and  her  husband,  but  their  Im'e  for  theme 
he  loved,  was  so  iitronjf.  and  stt  tnie,  that  bt 
almost  forgot  tbey  were  Dtrt  aUo  of  UU  family. 

Whoever  has  watched  a  verj-  young  mother  in 
the  Gnt  pride  and  estacy  of  her  joy  at  being  sucli, 
must  Itavr  remarked  a  tliouwuid  pretty  indica- 
tions of  the  delightful  feelings  avrakencd  witJiin 
her ;  not  only  does  she  taMe  the  new-born  r^)t»re 
with  the  keen  fre^hnens  of  her  age,  but  slic  fvan 
not  t4)  display  it  ojienly,  and  every  tlioughl, 
every  action,  every  word,  every  look,  necnu  to 
have  noRie  connevtioii  with  licr  bube.  So  it 
wu  wilb  Julif^t;  and  liappily  for  her,  she  wm 
tiurrouniled  by  thoite,  wliosc  value  fof  her  peer* 
luftt  tnMKurv  almoHt  equalled  her  own.  'I1>ey 
weoricd  not  of  li»t('iiinj|r  to  her  dixcoverieH  of  his 
talents,  and  most  conlially  agreed  in  opinion, 
that  her  littk-  Frrdinaiid  pTX»mi«i*d  to  be  (guite 
es  lovely  as  the  infant  Moiidello,  if  not  ratber 
more  «o.  Among  oilier  fancifid  demoititriitioiiii 
of  love  to  her  boy,  Juliet  hud  instituted  a  sort 
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)itiyi  tvea  tapestry  for  n  ouiopy,  ukI  mHts  for 
the  ft-et  of  tlie  tioblt*  party,  wore  conveyed 
tfaitlier,  unit  commodiously  arraiig'od,  long  before 
the  hour  of  four  in  the  afternoon,  which  was 
jumed  for  tho  ttmo  of  assembling.  The  page 
-was  eo  impatient  for  his  mistress  to  see  all  the 
wonders  he  had  perfurmed,  that  he  hurried  the 
party  from  the  castle,  including  ilie  family  of 
MoiidoUu,  while  their  rustic  gueetts  were  still 
pouring  from  the  village.  One  reason  for 
tJiis  hnate  was  his  fear,  lent  the  multituile  of 
flowor*,  wiiii  wLicb  he  liad  adorned  the  seaia 
prepared  for  them,  might  &iile  before  they 
came. 

It  was  indeed  a  lovely  scene  tliat  greeted 
them,  the  season  was  unusually  advanced,  and 
the  trees  were  already  clothed  m  that  tender 
green,  which,  if  it  show  not  the  ripe  and  rich 
perfection  of  a  later  season,  Las  all  the  freshness 
and  bright  promise  of  young  hope  to  cheer  the 
eye,  and  glad  tlie  heart,  «ft«r  the  dreary  interval 
of  leafless  winter. 

Cowslips,  primroseis  blue-bells  and  daffodils, 
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they  «JuM  no  long^  rvioM  the  tempting  aspect 
of  the  brg(^  flugom  (hat  the  scrvniitH  were 
placing  on  the  board,  tKan  from  any  feeling 
that  they  hail  liad  enough  of  it.  Lord  At1> 
borough  now  proposed  to  the  Countem  di  Mon- 
dello,  that  tbey  aUo  should  adjourn  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  refrathmentB ;  bat  before  the 
pnrty  left  the  grouiMl,  they  walked  round  the 
tables  at  wliich  the  guests  were  already  seated, 
followed  by  the  nuraea,  vlw  indulged  the 
curicMity  of  the  maidM  and  matronit,  by  di*- 
pUytntr  ti)  tlwm  ilic  wondrous  beauty  of  their 
respective  charges. 

Notwithstanding  the  hospitable  extent  of  the 
tables,  tliere  were  more  persons  prewnl  than 
could  find  a  seat  at  them,  and  these  aKsembled 
tlieni<^'K-es  round  the  great  cedar  tree,  where, 
stretched  ugton  die  turf,  thoy  were  furni)the<l 
by  tile  attentive  menials  with  ubundanee  of  the 
Mime  fare  as  that  supplied  to  the  more  fortiinat4> 
individual's  who  hud  obUune<l  seats;  the  gn,<«ter 
portion  of  this  recumbent  juirty  were  of  the 
-very   lowest   rank,    including    more    tluin  one 
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or  (ll-wi{}{)oiiitnii-nt  wus  felt  l>y  any  odc.  When 
he  airivod  within  a  few  jturds  of  the  tree,  h« 
observed  Morgsnte  standing  witJi  his  eyes  earn- 
estly fixed  on  the  old  man  above  described. 

'Die  page  liad  plikced  liiinNelf  anion)r  a  group 
of  tlirev  uT  four  wen,  vrho  had  just  risen  from 
their  scats,  on  the  turf,  in  sueli  u  mitnnpr  as  to 
be  concealed  from  th«  grey-headed  slraiigcr. 
The  eyoi^  of  the;  old  man  were  Attll  bi-iit  upon 
the  bdies  and  children,  who  were  now  Htanding 
at  llie  end  of  the  lable-s  which  approaelu-d  niiircHt 
the  tree.  While  Lord  Arlborougb,  on  whoee 
ann  Juliet  was  loaning,  himitelf,  presented  the 
little  hero  of  tlie  f<'tc  to  n  fine  boy  of  twelve 
yttw'  old,  who  had  rUen  from  tlie  lulilv  to  receive 
tlii«  dintin^tishvd  miirk  of  favour. 

"  It  may  bf,  (Jilbert  Pringle,"  wud  the  old 
nobleman,  giuly,  "  tliat  w)icn  you  arc  miller  of 
Kullford,  as  your  father,  graiidfatlier,  and  great 
grandfuther,  lia**  been  before  you  j  tills  young 
air  sliall  be  your  buidlurd — at  any  rate,  he  shall 
be  your  son's  lantllord,  my  boy — so  drink  his 
beallh  in  a  bumper." 
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"  Who  ift  that  Mil giiUr  old  man,  Margaiite? 
Wh»t  iniik«H  you  luuk  at  hint  m  nuiK-Mly  'f" 

**  Fur  tJie  love  of  God,  stay  wlteM  you  are, 
my  UtnU  for  oiw  motneiit,"  rr)>U«d  tlie  page ; 
'*  ami  dg  not  lake  your  vyv»  fnMn  \t'n  face." 

HuWng:  Hiid  tliis  iu  a  rapid  wlietper,  be 
slipped  out  of  tW  group,  leaviii);  Ixwd  llubott 
in  Ids  plu(.-c,  iind  fiieppiiig  lightly  round  the 
V  tree,  Bp]>ciin-d  itfrain  dose  heside  the  old  nuui, 
vrbosc  Bttriitioit,   bowi-ver,  wan  too  completely 

Irivottcd  upon  Lord  Arlboroii^li  and  the  ladien,  to 
perceive  him.  The  moment  after,  tlte  clvar  finn 
v<nc«  of  Morgante  stnick  Mwldeidy  into  a  atraiii 
of  church  music,  ai)d  be  uuide  the  woods  ring 
to  bU  vlcnr  pToiiunciatioii  of  the  words,  whose 
former  vffeet  lie  well  reDieinbcml : — 


"  Vm  moiiarlii,  vniri  ■loniscbi  aunt  ■mphon  BaccKi. 
Vol  nlii,  Dtv*  nt  trati*,  jftrrrim*  pcttli." 

Oie  first  uote  he  uttered,  the  old  man 
,  and  turned  quick  toward;  him ;  and  be- 
fore the  butt  was  nounded,  he  moved  from  tlu* 
apot,  and   ere   Morgante  could  explain  to  bkly 
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initeet!  lie  proved  to  be  my  ancient  adverstry, 
I  Iiavc  no  riglit  or  power  to  clriv*  him  Ih-iiot  ;  iiwt 
more,  my  l»v«,  thoii  he  can  liaw  to  liiirm  us." 

*'  I  vntulil  Iiavo  given  inucli,"  said  the  Coiintow 
<li  Mi)ndeIIo,  "  to  hare  seen  him.  No  ^arb,  I  am 
very  «ure,  could  hide  bim  from  me.  Do  you 
remember,  dearest  Geraidine,  when  I  had  to 
walk  across  your  conTeiit  parlour  before  his  fear- 
ful eyes?  Do  you  remember  wlieii  tie  stood 
before  me  in  the  gallery,  and  cpwke  my  ghastly 
doom?  Do  you  remember  lib  voice  in  the  hour 
of  my  trial  ?  and  tlie  last  horrid  ghutce  of  Ida 
rye  as  the  rimng  v,-utl  hid  me  from  hiin  ? — but 
no — "  she  added,  S])eukiiig  rapidly,  '*yuu  did 
not  see  that,  Geraldinc." 

«'  Talk  not  of  all  thi«,  my  Camilla,"  said  tli 
Count,  throwing  his  arm   around  her — "  Look 
ut  yo»ir  boy — and  forget  all  you  have  suffered — ." 

"  No  Mondello,  I  will  never  forget  it — for 
must  I  not  then  forget  all  tliat  I  owe  to  these 
matchless  friends — no,  I  do  not  wish  to  forget  it 
—but  I  do  wHbIi — may  God  forgive  me,  if  it  be 
a  sin — I  do  wish  that  monk  could  see  me  face  to 
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family  had  left  it ;  bat  on  this  p<Hnt,  he  could 
receive  no  certun  informatioD — some  eaid  yes 
— some  Bud  no— but  at  least,  it  was  certain, 
that  nothing  had  occurred  to  justify  or  increase 
the  alarm  which  this  mysterious  person  had 
occasioned  him. 
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MoSTH  after  mt^di  {mss 
ssaaer  hai  readted  its  fb 
cu^>  of  An^iKi,  and  Jn 
pfwiv  lo  Lofd  AribcmMigti 
U-OQ^lit  ibe  diwaiW  of  Eng 
a^  as  that  of  Italy,  propo« 
Caauili  to  pass  stMoe  boon 
(be  tvo  ciuUren  and  M<»j 
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The  two  young  men  soon  became  deeply  in- 
terested in  tlieir  sport,  uiid  tlie  huWvn  cuuglit  llic 
spirit  of  it  so  much,  that  dwy  Ivfl  tlie  shady 
covert,  where  tliey  luid  left  their  nursery,  to  fol- 
low the  <iportnmen  aIoii]i{  the  bank  of  tlie  Ktrcam. 
The  child  of  Camilla  liud  hy  this  time  per- 
fectly  learnt  the  use  of  his  feet,  and  te^^tifiecl  tlic 
keenest  enjoyment  while  running  on  the  soft 
Hward  tluit  Iwrdereil  the  stream,  or  liidln^  amidst 
the  Mcms  of  tlic  trees  from  lus  maid.  Juliet 
hod  left  her  habe  fiisl  asleep  upon  a  tar^ 
mantle  spread  over  the  grass,  with  las  inirse 
Kitting  to  waleh  him  on  one  side,  and  Morgantc 
stringing  a  neckbce  of  berries  on  llie  other,  v.iUi 
wbidi  to  adorn  bim  when  be  awaked.  The 
anglers  and  tlielr  luir  comjianions  followed  the 
windings  of  the  Stream  for  more  tbaii  half  a 
mile,  aiKl  yet  tliey  were  not  nt  a  quarter  of  that 
cU.stance  from  the  chibiren,  so  deeply  in<!ente<l 
was  its  sinuous  course.  While  all  intently 
watching  tlie  emulative  efforts  of  the  fisJiens  they 
were  «(»rtle<l  by  a  ^hrill  scream  from  the  spot 
ihey  hat)  left.  With  one  uecwrd,  and  wiilmut 
p3 
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regain   |Ki8sessioti    of  his   hand,   she   saw    him 
pluitgc  head  over  heeb  in  the  water. 

"  Well,  well,"  said  lady  Juliet,  "  it  b  fortu- 
nulc  that  tlie  accident  hus  com  htin  (to  little — and 
now  you  are  aware  of  his  great  activity,  MUtrciw 
Murtlia,  you  must  be  upon  the  watch  that  he 
docs  not  escape  from  you  again." 

"  Where  in  Morgante  T  laqtiired  Gerahllne, 
*'  I  sliould  have  thought  his  quick  eye  might 
have  presented  such  an  accident." 

*'  Depend  upon  it,  auut,  he  is  keeping  giianl 
over  Ferdinand. — IIow  beautiful  your  boy  loukd, 
Camilla,  fresh  from  lib  bath ! — IIow  diall  we 
clotlie  him  ?" 

The  nurae  had  by  this  tune  contrived  to  ex- 
tricate tlic  young  Count  from  his  dripping  gar- 
ments, ftiid  he  did  indeed  look  beautiful,  stretch- 
ing :uid  batiiiiig,  likt^^  a  little  Hercules,  to  escape 
from  her  liaiuU. 

"  1  think,  my  lady,  that  we  must  borrow  the 

nuuitle  Nfaxler  Ferdinand  is  sleeping  upon. — He 

won't  wake,  I  dare  say,  if  Sarali  takes  liim  up 

gently — ojid  there  will  be  no  <laiiger  of  catching 
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a    minute    ago    that    I    IcH    liim    there — aiifl 
MoTgaiite  was  by  liiin,  mukingr  liis  nocklace."* 

I-fldy  Julk't  ttiriied  a^in,  to  procix'il  wiili  Iht 
imr*(?  towards  tlic  cojiw;  iii  tlial  tliiclt  covert  of 
liolly  hushes  and  underwood,  it  was  po«Mitde  *\w 
ml^tit  hiivc  mistukcn  tlii>  spot.  Sanili,  liowi>\'or, 
directed  lier  stpjis  to  tijc  same  tree  as  Iicr  mi** 
trc«s,  and  Iior  blank  look  of  disinny,  when  «lic 
(bund  tlir  |)lacc  untenanted,  sufficiently  proved 
tliat  ni)e  liad  no  doubt  ta  to  tlic  locality. 

"  Wlierc  ill  tlu!  world  lina  ihc  page  tukeii 
him  ?"  esclaimeii  tlic  nurse,  "  I  really  do  wish, 
my  liuly,  thut  you  would  not  give  liim  figlit  aiM) 
licence  to  do,  and  to  go,  just  liow  luid  where  lie 
pleases  with  Master  Ferdinruid.  He  really  i^ 
too  much  of  a  baby  himself  to  be  trusted." 

Tliis  was  said  in  an  accent  which  sufficiently 
shewed  the  jealous  feeling,  witli  which  tlie  ladyN 
fitrourite  page  w-as  regarded,  and  ut  another 
time  it  might  hare  produced  a  reproving  answer: 
but  now  JiilitM  was  greatly  disturbed,  and  though 
nhn  did  not  for  an  instant  fear,  tltat  Morganle 
OMild  have  taken  bim  into  danger,  she  felt  vexn) 
p5 


excbiiming  gniiy: — 

*'  1  do  hope  our  bo; 
anotlieras  Camilla's ; 
ffllow.     JJJie  has  bcc 
bcr  voU,  wliilc  «-iuun^ 
lie  is  kickiR);  antl  tearl: 
and  bis  nakedness,  Ukej 

**  Bui  the  mantle  i» 
looking  almost  vexed 
hua  carried  Uie  chiM  I 
strangle?" 

"  Morgauto  ! — Moi 
Hubert  hastily. 

"  Fear  nothing  Imv 
wife,  "  you  know  it 
come  to  harm  while  th 
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rglow  iliat  spread  even  to  her  forehead — "  OIi  no ! 
I  fvtir  notliing — could  I  stand  hi-re  thuSt  if  1  did  ?" 
"  Trust  me  they  are  within  a  bow-shot  of  us. 
Morgunte !  ho  !  Morgaiite !" 
But  still  no  voice  replied.    Gcraldine,  CamiHii, 
uiid  the  Count  now  joined  them ;  but  tliough  it 
was  evident  to  all  of  them  that  Juliet  was  uneas)', 
K        the  general  confidence  in  Morgante  wa*  so  great, 
"        that  they  luughed  at  her  maternal  weakiiesa. 

"  Now  tell  me,  Jnliet,"  said  her  htisliand. 
throwing  his  arm  around  her,  "  wliat  posNJhle 
danger  can  your  fancy  conjure  up,  that  eould  at 
oiicetiave  befallen  botli  Morgante  and  our  boy:"' 
As  he  said  this,  he  turned  towards  lady  Geral- 
dine,  appealing  to  her  for  approbation  on  the 
justice  of  hi«  remark;  but  instead  of  fpnng  llie 
smiling  assent  he  expected,  siie  lixe<l  her  eyen 
upon  him  with  a  countenance,  in  which  he 
plainly  rea<l  that  some  terrible  idea  luul  u«.'iirn>d 

I  to  her.  He  ({uitled  the  side  of  his  wife,  and 
taking  the  urot  of  GeraUline  in  liis,  drew  her 
apart,  and  «dd— 

"  What  are  you  tlunking  of,  GerAldine  ?     For 
God's  sake,  tell  me  insUntly," 
p6 
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Lonl  HuWrt  k'fther,  and  she  rcturneil  to  (be 
[urty,  wliu  W(.TC  still  Tuinly  cxutnitiiiig  the  copse 
uu  all  »icIo«,  and  making  the  uir  resound  with  tlie 
name  of  Morgantc. 

It  were  necdlc««  to  follow  tttp  by  step  the 
liourly  increasing  misery  of  that  iii^it.  With 
hearts  smarting  for  tlicir  on-ii  eliare  of  the  snfler- 
ing,  not  one  of  the  wretched  party,  assemblvd 
round  Juliet,  seemed  to  have  a  tliougbt  but  for 
her. 

It  is  dreadful  to  view  the  estreimty  of  mental 
igony  in  one  so  young.  Who  was  there  couhl 
dare  speak  a  word  of  comfort  to  the  wretched 
motlier?  They  all  gai-e  way  to  every  wild 
suggestion,  and  tlirougb  the  night  tlicy  foUowml 
her — sometimes  into  the  park — luid  iwmiMimcs 
into  the  dark  recesses  of  the  fatal  copse. 

At  lengtli,  completely  fxh»uMt^><l,  she  stretched 
herself,  towarcU  morning,  on  the  floor  of  her 
room,  and  lay  tliero,  wiilmut  uttering  a  word  fur 
more  than  an  hour;  «he  then  starteil  «udd«'»ly 
upon  her  feet,  uid  screamed  tliv  name  of 
"  Isidore !" 

A%  slie  did  80,  she  looked  first  in  ttie  lace  of 
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ThU  was  said  ratlier  u-iili  a  vi«ir  to  procure 
repose  for  tbem  than  for  lierwif ;  but,  in  Initb, 
they  had  not  left  the  room  many  minute*,  Wfore 
exhausted  nature  Bank  under  sorrow  an<I  &(ifrti«^ 
and  the  unhappy  Juliet  found  a  rc«]iitc  from 
suffering,  in  iJeep. 

Dreadful  aa  were  the  fears,  wlu«h,  during 
dwAc  hours,  haunted  tlie  ima^natioiM  of  the 
parents  and  friends  of  the  little  Ferdinand,  t)i«y 
oouhl  luuxUy  exa^erat«  tlic  danger  into  which 
he  had  fallen.  When  tlie  young  Afondvllo  fell 
into  the  water,  tiis  maid  who  was,  in  truth,  at  the 
distance  of  only  a  few  yards,  uttered  a  twieam  of 
terror ;  and  the  nurse  of  Ferdinand  ran  to  the 
apot,  «aying,  lu  «he  quitte<l  her  chat^e — 

*'  Do  not  leare  the  baby,  Morgante ;  I  will 
Bee  what  is  the  matter.'* 

Honlly  was  »lie  out  of  flight,  when,  from  the 
bushes  immediately  behind  the  spot  where  the 
infant  lay,  a  tall  man,  in  tlie  dress  of  a  peasant, 
appeared  witli  a  large  basket  on  his  am,  such  as 
the  coutitry  people  used  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  river  fish  to  the  neighbouring  town.    He 
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owjis  tbem  now,  has  uToiighe  on  mi-,  atiil  t)io  cniue 
1  servo.  Go  to  Lord  Arlborougli,  und  tell  bito 
this  from  me — you  know  who  speaks  it  to  you." 

So  saying,  he  quietly  disappeared  among  the 
bough-t,  at  tlie  same  spot  where  he  had  left 
theni ;  but,  aa  he  did  so,  he  continued  to  point  his 
weapon  al  tJie  page,  who  Iiowever  strictly  obeyed 
liiu  inaniUite,  and  tivithcr  moved  nor  spoko. 

Morgaiile  did,  indeed,  know  him,  for  thougli 
Ills  person  was  dinguiited  by  a  Icntlieni  Jfrkin,  no 
attempt  to  concoil  Wm  feiituri's  had  bi-cn  iniulp, 
and  tlie  gaunt  visage  of  Isidore  was  revealed 
to  his  sight. 

That  <juickneM  of  tliought  which  seemed  in 
Morganto  rather  an  iastuict  than  a  faculty,  now 
stood  him  in  good  atead.  It  instantly  struck 
him  tltat  tlie  monk  would  depart  in  one  of  the 
little  fi»liing-l>oats  whidi  lie  hatl  seen  ludf  an 
hour  before,  paddling  about  at  a  short  distance 
below.  Not  only  hi:*  manner  of  going,  but  the 
very  spot  to  which  it  vas  likely  he  idionkl  direct 
his  steps,  HU^otcd  iljiclf  to  the  ]iag<> ;  and  tluit 
•o  forcibly  aa  to  induce  him  instantly  to  act  ujwn 
the  conviction. 


aiicliorct,  whoGe  {nt 
venUNimiy  |»orsecud 
tli«  ni<Ie  cnws  IteAidi 
without  (luxate,  lluit 

'*It  is  Ctitre   tlie 
Morfjante,    internally 
nitfct  him." 

Th«  pafre  kiiew 
forest-gTOuod  tliat 
Lord  Arlboroiig;li. 

"  Let  thiMn  row  »» 

he,  "  I  coil  find  a  Nil 

has  dotip;  and  J  kbaU 

l>c/ore  bim." 

This  vrua  no  difficult 
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He  had  been  for  more  than  half  aii  hour  in  his  lair, 
before  he  hoard  uny  other  soiiml  than  tliat  of  the 
summer  wind  aiiiou|r  th«  branched ;  utid  he  began 
to  fear  tliat  his  conjecture  wiu  wron^. 

It  was  at  tliat  moment  that  lie  lirttt  felt  tlie 
&11  misery  whicli  this  f\'ciit  must  ocisuioii,  if  his 
weak  olforta  fuilod ;  for  till  this  doubt  lusailed 
him,  botJi  )iU  confidence  in  the  truth  of  his  sup- 
position, and  tlie  exertion  necessary  to  enable 
him  to  profit  by  it,  had  prevented  his  dnelUng 
upon  the  possible  results.  His  sanguine  spirit 
wtis  sinking  fast  witliin  him,  when  he  became 
aware  of  approacliing  footsteps;  and  another 
moment  proved  him  to  be  right  in  every  pur- 
dcukr  of  his  rapid  conjecture  'Ilircc  figures 
approached  the  hut;  the  two  foremost  were 
Isidore  and  tlio  hermit,  as  the  owner  of  the 
hovel  was  called  throughout  the  county;  the 
third  was  a  female,  and  aa  she  drew  near,  be 
perceived,  with  a  beating  heart,  that  she  bore  an 
in&iit  in  her  armii ;  she  passed  u-ithin  a  foot  of 
the  buRh  which  concealed  Morgante;  and  he 
saw  that  the  child  she  carried  was  wrapped  in 
the   mantle   of  Juliet.     A  large   ebony   cros». 


mtmnof 
aod  the  speed 
Uk  liciLe  B>  be  leaint  cooi 
kas  tfcac  Etde  «a»  Aunklt 
«Uc&  hBamrd  their  entn 
vUck  WW  (oK  ^  ibe  pogi 
Bt  ht  Ae  gicucT  pai 
ichbnl  to  tbepnuevonL; 
pnw:  aai  tbe  trio  agm 
Mvnetkn.  dattWy  wen 
ab4e  «niig  h»  kearen.  1 
■^11111111,11  B>  Ae  iKtent 
ifialnl  ta  tkeir  parpose  oi 

«»  C&«f»tiiw.  «  wUcfc  tow 
afav»iT  ok^  BMKores  wi 
■»  proceeiJ  wnboat  ififfini 
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do,  as  th«  ])recioiis  baW,  vhmc  evil  (U-sUiiy  he 
vmit  <1cK-rniin<'(1  tn  avert,  or  die  beside  Idm. 

More  tlidii  an  liour  of  diiyligLt  still  remained ; 
mid  during  this  time  it  was  necessary  tliat  lie 
ttltould  continue  concealed  and  motionless;  but 
lie  calculated  that  the  ni^ht  w»itld  be  sufficient 
ftir  his  purpose  ;  and  hiivinjr  deciiled  upon  what 
thin  I'urposc  was,  he  lay  with  resolute  stillnexs 
within  his  eovert,  till  all  was  hushed  in  the 
cell,  and  the  remaining  light  so  fiunt,  that  he 
reared  not,  should  his  rrtreuting  steps  be  heard, 
but  that  he  could  escape  obHcrvadon  amid  the 
deep  shiidow  of  the  wood.  Cuutiously  and 
Koeurely  he  withdrew  him§el{'  from  lib  statinn ; 
and  in  a  few  tnintiles  was  in  a  broad  path  which 
he  well  knew  led  to  the  tovni  of  Monmoutli,  at 
the  dwtance  of  nirher  more  ihun  ten  miles.  Tlie 
tedious  hours  during  which  he  had  waited  beside 
the  cell,  had  tt6orded  hini  ample  time  for  medita- 
tion as  to  the  courae  he  must  pursue;  but  his 
decision  was  not  made  wiiliout  some  difficulty, 

Arlborough  wai  at  less  than  fire  miles*  dis- 
tance, and  he  felt  strongly  templed  to  relieve 
the  misery  he  knew  was  there,  by  directing  hb 


tliat  thotigh  Ute  child 
from  tlt«  custody  be 
tlie  crime  might 
ever  in  dread  of  a  rei 
The  law  permitted 
Catholic  io  the  coim 
tampering  with  tbe 
eelabUiibcd  by   law, 
milled  to  deltrer  tb' 
tbofte,  vrlto  could,  wi 
him  where  he  ncrer 
race   a|i;aiiiat  whom 
deadly  vengeance. 
Morgante  directed 
c«uld  not  inspire  eilh 
to  whom  he npjilicdbi 
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party  on  horseback,  carrj-ing  with  them  a  very 
uiciisfiictury  warrant  for  tlie  peaceable  and  legal 
cxoculioii  of  their  object. 

Morguntc  tliankfuliy  accepted  a  seal  behind 
oiiP  of  the  men,  and  b  tliw  fashion  re-threaded 
tbe  mazes  of  th«  wood,  and  led  his  escort,  with 
no  other  light  than  what  wiw  furnished  by  tbe 
Har^  to  the  door  of  tliv  hermit's  cell. 

The  incongruous  party  wilhin  was  soon  rouaed 
from  their  slumbers;  but  having  happily  less 
power  tlian  will,  for  resistance,  tho  monk  Isidore 
was  secured  without  difficidty,  tliough  a  bntoc  of 
loaded  pistols,  laid  beside  bis  straw  coiicb,  diewed 
that  bis  purpose  had  been  to  resist  to  tbe  deutb 
any  attempt  to  molest  him.  'ITie  terrified  woman 
protested  her  innocence  of  uU  evil  intention, 
and  begged  for  leave  to  carry  the  sweet  bnbe 
bome,  to  show  the  care  she  liiid  taken  of  it. 
But  Morgante  said  be  would  save  her  the  trouble, 
and  little  Ferdinand  proved  tliat  the  office  of 
nurse  was  not  new  to  bim,  by  the  eager  manner 
in  whtdi  he  stretched  out  his  arms  towanLi  htm, 
tlie  moment  he  was  aware  of  his  prcaciicc. 
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hebicid  whom  lie  rode,  to  piisU  fonrard  tlmt  ibey 
miglii  be  tlie  fint  to  relieve  tlie  drciidfiil  fcitr»  of 
tlie  ^unily  resjwcling  the  little  treaitiri'  tliey 
carried  with  tbem.  The  inan,  w)ii>  felt  tbiit  tbU 
otBce  might  not  only  be  pleaftaiit  but  profitable, 
made  his  horse  step  out,  and  leiu  lliaii  an  hour'tt 
moilemte  ri<lin^  brought  them  to  the  court  of 
tlie  ca-itle. 

Morgante  pnshed  hia  way  through  such  of  the 
•ervanfs  as  were  already  ut  ibelr  work,  and 
niniiin^  "Iriiiirht  to  the  chamber  of  Juliet,  en- 
irriil  it  about  ten  minutes  after  she  Imd  fidleii 
Into  the  feverish  slumber  that  followed  the  de> 
|iiirture  of  her  Menda.  At  another  time  tlie 
(littiightrut  mid  afiectionale  page  would  liave 
Mudied  lo  break  so  overpowering  a  suTprise 
^ntly;  but  now  the  last  effort  of  hia  strength, 
both  of  mind  and  body,  only  sullicetl  to  take 
lum  to  the  Hide  of  Juliet'^  bed,  when,  laying  the 
tbe  child  upon  her  bcMoiii,  he  ttiiiik  on  the  floor 
beMKle  it,  widioiitBeiwe  or  inotioii. 

Juliet  awakened  at  the  toneh,  luid  is  an  in- 
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stent  was  cons 
tvrintM  around 
— only  a  horrji 
ately  kissing 
recallmi   all   t 

tlie  ikames  of 

LonI  Arlboro 
Ixtrd  \hihe 
sitting  willi 
fruiiJess  searc 
rejiort  to  liinii 
for  a  wbile  loi 
hope  from  tli 
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ther,  had  heard  the  wild  call  of  Juliet,  as  sht 
nui  tlirftujjii  tin?  c«rriili)r,  mid  entered  Lord  Arl- 
boroiigli's  rnoni  n  mtiiiient  after  Iter.  The  rap- 
tun*  of  tliiit  reunion  in»y  wf II  lie  j^ueHHed  nt :  and 
for  It  short  sitae*,  care^siii^r  the  child,  and  wish- 
ing cucli  utUvr  joy  of  his  return,  occupied  them 
entirely ;  but  ere  long,  Uidy  tJeraldine  seemed 
to  renill  the  remeinhrunrv  of  nil  tliat  had  |ias&o<l, 
and  looking  around  her,  exclaimed, — "  l)oe» 
any  among  you  know  how  he  came  back  ? 
Jidiet,  dearest,  where  did  you  find  him  ?" 

"  Cioo<l  heaven !"  she  replied,  while  an  indis- 
tinct idea  of  having  seen  itie  p;^,  relnrnet)  to 
her: — "  I  do  believe  it  was  Morgunte;  I  have 
behaved  most  cruelly ;"  and,  wiihont  wailing  to 
explain  henelf  further,  she  returned  to  hvr  room, 
and  found  tlie  fidthful  and  happy  boy  recovering 
from  the  faintuesK  that  bad  seixod  hJin;  but  m 
weak  tliat  he  ccnild  otdy  sob,  in  aiMWi;r  to  the 
qui^stions  she  put  to  him.  "  Wine,  good  Alice," 
ttid  Juliet,  while  she  eiulcavoured  to  niii»e  him 
from  tlie  grutnid ;  and  when  in  a  few  minuteH 
the  girl  returned  with  the  greatly  needed  re- 
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He  had  scarcely  t 
answFfcd  DOue  of  the 
paitf  ncnr  aBemUed  m 
to  ad^  when  notice 
Minenwere  anired,  i 
panted  tbem  denred  1 
Ariboron^'fl  pleasure 
miiwJ  before  him. 

Had  more  time  be« 
and  bad  calmer  feelii 
produced  by  the  stronj 
boon,  il  is  probable  t 
nkline  would  have  av 
enemy  in  the  hour  o 
however,  the  party,  I 


I'HK  ABIiBSS. 


341 


Isidore  «tood  erect,  and  looked  fixedly  at  eacli,  a» 
ibey  entered.  Camillii  «-u8  greatly  atTocted  »t 
the  sight  of  him.  The  hist  moment  in  which 
she  Wl  seen  hun,  wlit-n  lie  stood  hy,  vuUehiiifj 
her  immured  from  light  oiid  life,  j-ushed  to  Iter 
memory,  and  she  hid  her  eyes  on  the  shoulder 
of  her  liusbaiid. 

Isidore's  lip  curle<I  in  scorn  as  be  watched 
her,  '*  Vile  apostate,  perjured  nun !"  he  ex- 
dauned :  "  Well  Tnay  you  <lread  to  look  upon  me. 
But  think  you  tliat  his  arms  will  shield  you  from 
the  wrath  of  Heaven  ? — Lost,  dcludeil  WTetclies," 
he  continued,  lookirifr  deliberately  at  each  of 
them  in  turn : — "  Yon  fiiiicy  that  you  triumi>h — 
Ls  it  iiut  so  ?  You  tliiiik  that  leiidore  U  in  your 
toiLt  ?  Lost  wretchea !  dread  to  meet  him  ut 
the  day  of  doom.  For  a  few  tdiort  years  of 
human  life  your  dream  shall  last ;  and  then  all, 
all,  nhall  awake,  and  see  the  Gotl  of  Justice  place 
Ills  thunder  in  my  haniU.  Kemember  my  words 
ill  the  darkness  of  the  niglil — remember  tlieni  in 
the  hour  of  sickiieitN  and  of  deatli.  It  is  Isidore 
who  sliall  be  your  Judge  lit  heaven !" 
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Tbere  was 
rmce  of  the 
bcfoiv  theni ; 

"  Speak  QO 
Lord  Arlbonn 
justify  not  s\ 
Isidore,  a  hea 
IM>  learued  Cb 
Yet  go  froii! 
shores;  wewi 
still,  rememlM 
if  you  rcmaii 
may  not  ft  sei 
"  Unbind 
"  and  I  will 
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KHrt,  aiid  H-jtb  a  quickneis  lliat  defied  preven- 
lioti.  plu]i;r,>()  it  ti)  i)n>  liilt  in  lik  bosom. 

'I'lie  )iurrur  rlus  cleeil  left  on  the  min<!s  of  [hoM- 
who  wttneaaeil  it,  wns  painful  and  enduring ;  but 
it  waa  iinpo^I>l<'  not  to  feel  akn  tlie  juHtico  of 
the  retTibutioti  wliii-li  liiul  visiied  tlie  bigot  Isidore. 

The  destiny  of  those  to  whom  lie  had  caused 
such  bitter  KiifTerin^  continued  as  liappy  as  bis 
own  had  been  wretched.  Lord  Arlborougb's 
green  a^  was  prolonged,  to  ^ivo  happiness  to  all 
around  him.  14nhort  and  Juliet,  Moiidello  ajid 
(-'amilla,  lost  not  by  the  continuance  of  tbeir 
happiness,  the  grsiieful  enjoyment  of  it;  and 
(leraldinc,  «ven  wtiile  n-iitcbing  these  exajn|)li.<« 
of  wedded  loTC)  lamented  not  tliat  her  late 
was  dilTcrent;  nor  had  iibe  reason  to  do  ho. 
Honoured,  beloved,  admired ;  her  life  frlided  on 
with  as  much  to  svreelcn,  and  as  little  to  annoy 
her  hount,  t»  mortal  destiny  could  permit. 
Moronic,  in  tlie  fcn-ent  gratitude,  and  partis! 
ftmdnewt  of  the  noble  circle  in  which  he  lived, 
and  to  which,  from  the  day  of  Ferdinand's 
retiini,  he  was  acbnitted  as  an  equal,  passed 
10 


